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Ladies  and  Gestlemes  of  the  Americas 
Library  Association:  — 
Not  being  present  when  my  election  was 
announced,  I  find  this  the  first  opponunity  I 
have  had  to  thank  you  for  the  honor  you  con- 
fnred  upon  me  in  choosing  me  as  your  Presi- 
dent. I  have  tried  to  return  my  thanks  in  the 
most  substantial  and  acceptable  form,  by  mak- 
ing every  effort  to  call  out  a  large  attendance, 
and  to  make  the  meeting  profitable  and  pleas- 
ant to  thou  who  come.  One  of  these  ends  is 
already  KCQrcd-,  and  itiniuru,  I  think,  the 
It  of  the  other. 

1  bcaatiea  whidi  have 

t  M  10  tth  ■pot,  it  lenH  especially 

'L  L.  A.  Bho 

h  was  Ac  first  State  i 

)Fx  geaeral  nbrary  law,  ac 


rapid  multiplication  of  libraries,  in  the  eleva- 
tion of  librarianship  to  the  dignity  of  a  pro- 
fession, and  in  the  spread  and  development  of 
the  public  library  throughout  the  United 
States.  Nor  have  the  results  of  our  asso- 
ciated eaori  been  cor.nced  wholly  to  our  own 
land.  Our  Association  led  to  the  formation 
of  the  I-  A.  v.  K.:  and  the  name  and  fame 
of  the  A.  L.  A.  are  known  throughout 
Western  Europe. 

The  evenu  of  the  year  in  the  b:b:irjthical 
world  will  be  fu:iy  se:  forth  by  the  various  re- 
porters. The  year  has  been  signalled  by  the 
opening  of  the  Minr.eapolis  Pu'^jlic  Library  and 
the  Carnegie  librarei  at  Alleghar.y  and  Edin- 
bur^  aad  the  aiUitioa  to  tbe  list  of  this  pfi  llac- 
thropist'sbeaefactiovisof  ^1^300,000  for  a  free 
library  in  Fittsburg.  To  ibese  nnsi  be  added 
of  the  $400fioo  bmd  for  '.ht 
Library,  tbe  adverse  deci:-:-= 
case,  and  an  adrerse,  ik.:^-: 
Igmeat  regarding  tt«  Ti.:i= 

list  of  the  vear's  begw*^ 
W(D  be  given' i3  V^  *•' 
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the  first  legislation  of  the  kind  in  the  coun- 
try. 

Another  admirable  law  passed  this  year  by 
the  progressive  State  within  whose  borders 
we  are  assembled,  is  that  which  authorizes 
the  Trustees  of  the  State  Library  to  reprint 
each  year  ten  pamphlets  that  have  become  out 
of  print. 

The  most  important  legislation  since  our 
last  meeting  is  chapter  529  of  the  New  York 
Laws  of  1889.  This  goes  deeper,  and  takes  a 
broader  view  than  has  been  before  attempted. 
It  recognizes  the  best  libraries  as  "  colleges 
for  the  people/^  and  provides  that  such  as 
have  been  inspected  and  found  to  meet  the 
standard,  shall  have  in  the  University  Convo- 
cation a  seat  of  equal  rank  with  the  colleges 
and  universities  of  the  State.  It  gives  to  the 
regents,  who  are  the  guardians  of  higher  edu- 
cation in  the  State, — with  power  to  grant, 
amend,  or  repeal  charters  of  colleges,  —  the 
same  powers  over  any  libraries  which  they 
admit  to  the  University.  Such  libraries  must, 
like  colleges,  make  an  annual  sworn  statement, 
in  such  form  as  the  regents  prescribe,  and  are 
invested  with  various  privileges  in  receiving 
State  publications,  loans  from  the  State  li- 
brary, etc. 

A  law  of  great  significance  and  potentiality 
is  that  recently  passed  in  Massachusetts, 
providing  State  aid  for  establishing  free 
libraries  in  all  towns  that  do  not  already 
possess  them.  The  effectiveness  of  this 
statute  must  depend  on  the  character  of  the 
commission  appointed  to  execute  it.  The 
A.  L.  A.,  I  am  sure,  will  watch  its  results 
with  great  interest. 

In  my  State,  too,  the  first  library  has  been 
organized  under  the  law  of  1885. 

The  action  taken  by  the  citizens  of  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.,  is  noteworthy,  as  furnishing  a 
pleasing  and  encouraging  contrast  between 
the  old  way  and  the  new.  Instead  of  fitting 
up  rooms  and  arranging  everything  so  as  to 
make  the  administration  of  the  library  as 
troublesome  and  ineffective  as  possible  and 
handicapping  their  librarian  with  conditions 
which  only  a  new  building  and  a  complete 
reorganization  could  remedy,  their  represen- 
tatives wrote  at  once  to  the  officers  of  the 


Association,  asking  how  they  should  proceed. 
They  were,  of  course,  advised  to  choose  a 
competent  librarian  first,  and  take  all  subse- 
quent steps  in  consultation  with  him.  They 
further  showed  their  wisdom  in  resisting  the 
clamors  of  local  applicants,  in  determining  to 
get  the  best,  and  in  offering  sufficient  induce- 
ments to  secure  no  less  a  prize  than  the 
Treasurer  of  the  A.  L.  A.  Such  action  marks 
the  advent  of  a  new  era,  and  is  a  cause  for 
general  felicitation. 

Two  deaths  have  occurred  in  our  ranks. 
The  last  was  that  of  Dr.  Edward  Aken,  of 
Amherst,  N.  H.,  who  had  done  good  work  in 
the  New  Hampshire  State  Library.  The 
other  was  that  of  John  N.  Dyer,  a  Councillor 
of  the  Association  since  its  organization.  In 
him  I  mourn  the  loss  of  a  colleague  and 
friend;  and  the  profession  loses  one  who,  in 
many  qualities,  may  serve  as  an  exemplar. 
Mr.  Dyer  was  a  man  of  good  business  judg- 
ment and  remarkably  equable  temper;  and 
he  possessed  in  the  highest  degree  those 
essentials  to  success  in  the  librarian's  call- 
ing—  indefatigable  industry  and  never-failing 
courtesy.  He  had  reached  the  fruition  of  his 
life's  hopes  and  endeavors,  when  he  fell  a 
victim  to  his  over-conscientiousness  in  the 
discharge  of  what  he  believed  to  be  his  duty. 

To  the  credit  of  his  fellow-citizens  be  it 
said  that  the  good  he  did  was  not  interred 
with  his  bones.  It  lives  after  him  in  the 
beautiful  structure  which  owes  its  existence 
to  his  singleness  of  purpose,  and  in  the  hand- 
some bronze  bust  which  his  friends  have 
placed  therein  to  commemorate  his  twenty- 
seven  years  of  faithful  service.  May  all  such 
earnest  workers  meet  with  the  same  measure 
of  appreciation ! 

I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  who 
sent  replies  to  my  circular,  and  to  acknowl- 
edge my  indebtedness  for  the  many  valuable 
suggestions  they  contained.  A  majority  of 
the  recommendations,  your  Executive  Com- 
mittee has  carried  out  in  the  arrangements  for 
this  meeting.  It  was  impossible  to  act  on  all 
at  any  one  conference.  Many  were  in  the 
form  of  topics  for  papers  or  discussion. 
These  could  not  all  be  included  in  one  pro- 
gram.   Others,  again,  relate  to  questions  of 
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policy,  which  the  Association  as  a  whole 
must  determine. 

The  chief  of  these  is  whether  we  shall 
continue  to  discuss  elementary  questions,  or 
assume  these  to  be  settled,  so  far  as  they  can 
be,  and  go  on  to  higher  things.  One  writer 
alone  urges  the  latter  course,  referring  novices 
to  past  proceedings  and  the  columns  of  the 
Library  journal j'  but  the  general  voice  seems 
to  be  for  more  of  this  discussion  of  elemen- 
tary topics.  If  these  suggestions  can  be 
taken  as  an  index  to  the  prevailing  opinion,  it 
is  five  to  one  in  favor  of  the  latter  policy. 
The  case  calls  for  some  nice  adjustment ;  but 
it  is  not  so  complicated  as  it  appears  at 
first  glance.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind 
as  to  the  proper  course. 

We  are  likely  always  to  have  among  us  a 
large  number  of  new  members.  I  hope  the 
number  of  such  will  increase  rapidly,  for  we 
should  rejoice  more  over  the  ten  new  mem- 
bers gained  than  over  the  one  old  member 
whom  we  know  we  shall  always  have  with 
us.  A  majority  of  these  new  members  are 
naturally  novices.  They  are,  so  to  speak, 
primary  pupils.  They  want  to  study  addi- 
tion, multiplication,  and  vulgar  fractions. 
What  interest  can  they  have  or  what  profit 
can  they  find  in  the  quizzing  of  our  senior 
wranglers  on  the  intricacies  of  the  differen- 
tial calculus  ?  On  the  other  hand,  our  post- 
graduates and  prizemen  cannot  be  expected 
to  sit  contentedly  on  the  hard  benches  of  the 
lower  preparatory  forms,  listening  to  an  ex- 
planation of  the  square  of  (a  +  b)  or  the 
repetition  of  Latin  paradigms  through  the 
whole  conference.  Clearly,  then,  the  only 
plan  is  to  arrange  a  program  which  shall 
offer  something  of  interest  and  profit  to  all 
grades  and  conditions.  This  your  committee 
has  tried  to  do.  The  papers  and  addresses 
cover  a  wide  range,  and  contain  matters  of 
interest  to  all  from  kindergartners  to  post- 
graduates ;  while  under  the  heading  **  General 
questions  and  informal  discussion,*'  which 
you  will  find  repeated  in  several  sessions, 
may  be  brought  up  any  question,  however 
simple,  any  topic,  however  elementary,  that  a 
member  may  wish  answered  or  discussed. 

In  deciding  the  question,  how  much  of  our 


time  to  give  to  primary  and  advanced  work, 
these  considerations,  it  seems  to  me,  should 
be  borne  in  mind :  — 

1.  That,  while  we  are  all  much  beholden  to 
the  Association,  it  is  the  novices  whom  it  can 
most  benefit,  and  that  the  development  of  the 
library  system  of  America  must  depend  on  the 
general  prevalence  of  correct  methods  through- 
out all  our  libraries,  large  and  small,  rather 
than  on  the  existence  of  a  few  accomplished 
librarians  in  the  great  centers  of  population. 

2.  That,  while  new  members  can  hardly  be 
expected  to  take  much  interest  in  papers  and 
discussions  that  are,  to  quote  an  expression 
used  in  more  than  one  of  the  letters  I  received, 
"  fired  over  their  heads,"  older  librarians  ought, 
and  doubtless  do,  find  great  interest  and  pleas- 
ure in  helping  their  less  experienced  brethren 
to  reach  conclusions. 

And,  finally,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
we  do  not  reach  conclusions  with  the  cer- 
tainty of  a  mathematical  demonstration,  that 
new  solutions  to  old  problems  are  constantly 
arising,  and  that  veterans  may  sometimes 
learn  from  younger  men,  who  approach  a 
given  subject  without  prejudice  or  prepos- 
session. In  his  old  age  Marshal  Wiirmser 
learned  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  art 
of  war  from  the  youthful  Corsican. 

And  here  let  me  urge  that  no  one  hesitate 
to  put  into  the  question  box  any  topic  on 
which  he  desires  light.  Put  in  all  questions 
as  soon  as  possible.  So  far  as  practicable 
they  will  be  classified,  and  announcement  will 
be  made  of  the  class  of  subjects  about  to  be 
taken  up.  It  is  hoped  that  this  special  pro- 
vision for  informal  discussion  will  call  forth  a 
great  deal  of  that  spontaneous  interchange  of 
ideas,  which  is  often  the  most  valuable  part  of 
a  conference. 

A  word  of  comfort  and  reassurance  to  any 
who  may  be  dismayed  by  the  apparent  length 
of  the  program.  A  more  careful  examination 
will  show  thatit  is  not  so  formidable  as  it  looks. 
You  will  see  that  the  afternoon  sessions  are 
given  almost  exclusively  to  section  meetings, 
which  will  leave  the  great  body  of  members 
free  for  excursions  and  other  diversion. 

Another  recommendation  sent  in  response 
to   my   request  for  suggestions  relates  to  a 
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subject  which  has  been  under  discussion  at 
several  meetings.  It  is  that  the  date  of  the 
conference  come  within  the  usual  summer 
vacation.  This  question  will  necessarily 
come  up  Friday  morning.  I  refer  to  it  simply 
to  say  that  the  committee  tried  to  have  this 
meeting  called  for  the  first  week  in  September, 
but  found  it  impossible  to  secure  the  nec- 
essary accommodations  for  that  time. 

The  number  of  topics  suggested  for  papers 
and  discussions  shows  how  idle  was  the  fear, 
formerly  expressed,  that  the  Association 
would  in  a  few  years  run  out  of  subject 
matter,  and  must  either  die  or  resort  to  trien- 
nial or  quadrennial  sessions. 

All  the  suggestions  made  were  good ;  and, 
with  regrets  that  they  could  not  all  be  em- 
bodied in  action  at  this  meeting,  I  shall  turn 
them  over  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
my  successor. 

And  this  leads  me  to  a  subject  of  the 
greatest  importance,  which  I  wish  to  lay 
before  you.  The  continued  growth  —  I  may 
say  the  very  existence  —  of  an  organization 
like  this  requires  active  work  on  the  part  of 
a  permanent  officer,  who  shall  conserve  all 
past  achievement,  and  point  out  the  paths 
of  future  progress.  He  must  be  a  man  of 
energy  and  resource  and  an  enthusiast  in 
the  cause  for  which  this  Association  stands. 
Such  an  officer  we  have  had  in  our  Secretary, 
who  initiated  the  movement  that  resulted  in 
the  formation  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  and  who  has 
labored  faithfully  in  its  interests  for  fifteen 
years.  Always  a  busy  man,  he  has  lately 
assumed  new  duties,  which  make  it  impos- 
sible for  him  to  give  as  much  time  to  the 
affairs  of  the  Association  as  he  has  done 
heretofore.  He  declared  to  me  a  few  days 
ago  his  intention  of  resigning  or  declining 
reelection  at  this  meeting.  Since  then  I 
have  given  considerable  thought  to  the  ques- 
tion of  supplying  his  place.  While,  of  course, 
we  have  other  men  competent  to  fill  the  posi- 
tion, I  think  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  we 
can  hardly  find  any  one  able  and  willing  to 
bestow  upon  the  duties  of  the  office  the  time 
and  energy  which  Mr.  Dewey  has  so  freely 
given  in  the  past,  not  to  mention  the  greater 
demands  which  will  be  made  by  the  future. 


We  can  no  longer  expect  Mr.  Dewey  to 
perform  all  the  clerical  work  he  has  hitherto 
done  for  us ;  but  I  hope  that  we  may  still 
retain  the  benefits  of  his  resource  and  organ- 
izing ability,  and,  above  all,  his  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  the  Association 
and  his  extensive  acquaintance  with  its  mem- 
bers (a  knowledge  and  acquaintance  pos- 
sessed by  no  one  else),  by  giving  him  a  paid 
assistant  to  attend  to  the  clerical  details 
under  his  direction.  I  therefore  suggest  that 
our  present  Secretary  be  reelected,  and  that 
a  salary,  not  to  exceed  $200  a  year,  be  paid  to 
an  Assistant  Secretary,  nominated  by  him 
and  approved  by  the  Executive  Board. 

If  this  work  could  be  done  as  well  by  dif- 
ferent persons  succeeding  each  other,  such 
action  would  not  be  necessary.  The  burden 
might  well  be  borne  by  each  of  us  in  turn  for 
a  year;  but  this  plan  will  not  do.  We  must 
have  a  permanent  officer  who  shall  be  a  con- 
servator of  past  experience,  a  depositary  of 
information,  and  a  source  of  universal  refer- 
ence on  all  matters  relating  to  the  Associa- 
tion. We  can  thus  centralize  the  work,  and 
put  the  responsibility  on  one  person.  The 
great  trouble  experienced  in  arranging  for  this 
conference  arose  from  the  want  of  some  one 
whose  service  could  be  commanded  as  can 
only  that  service  which  is  paid  for.  The 
Association  has  sponged  long  enough.  It  has 
now  money  in  bank  and  an  income  sufficient 
to  pay  in  some  measure  for  the  service  it 
requires.  If  its  present  revenue  is  not  large 
enough,  it  can  be  made  so.  My  answer  to 
the  question,  "  Where  is  this  proposed  allow- 
ance to  come  from?"  is  that  a  thorough- 
going, as  compared  with  a  partial,  attention  to 
our  affairs  will  easily  make  a  difference  of 
$200  in  the  money  receipts. 

I  would,  however,  further  recommend  an 
increase  in  the  dues.  On  the  exact  amount  of 
this  increase  I  am  not  inclined  to  insist, 
except  that  I  would  make  the  annual  fee  I5 
to  all  persons  not  connected  with  libraries. 
For  librarians  and  library  trustees,  I  would 
suggest  the  present  annual  dues,  with  a  $2 
entrance  fee. 

I  cannot  leave  this  general  subject  without 
reference  to  the  valuable  work  done  for  years 
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by  Mr.  Davidson.  This  service  has  been  ren- 
dered to  us  individually,  contributing  greatly 
to  our  personal  comfort  and  convenience,  at 
cost  of  much  labor  and  care,  and  with  little 
honor  and  profit  to  him.  There  has  been,  in- 
deed, no  profit,  but  a  direct  pecuniary  loss  to 
him  and  the  corporation  he  represents.  I 
trust  that  the  Association  will  not  fail  to  ex- 
press its  appreciation  of  this  service  in  an  em- 
phatic manner. 

Permit  me  to  make  one  more  suggestion. 
It  is  that  we  all  do  our  utmost  to  encourage 
every  coSperative  scheme.  In  no  other  way, 
I  think,  can  we  do  more  for  our  respective  li- 
braries and  for  the  library  cause.  I  hope  we 
shall  hear  from  Mr.  Larned  further  particulars 
concerning  a  plan,  proposed  by  a  gentleman 
in  Buffalo,  for  the  collection  and  distribution 
of  the  reports  and  publications  of  charity  or- 
ganizations and  benevolent  institutions.  I 
fear  it  has  fallen  through  for  want  of  adequate 
support.  If  so,  it  illustrates  the  shortcoming 
with  which  we,  as  a  whole,  are  fairly  charge- 
able. In  urging  this,  I  do  but  ask  you  to  do 
yourselves  a  favor. 

"  T  is  as  I  should  entreat  you  wear  your  gloves, 
Or  feed  on  nourishing  dishes,  or  keep  you  warm. 
Or  sue  to  you  to  do  a  peculiar  profit 
To  your  own  person." 

The  program  of  this  conference  marks  a 
new  departure  in  its  provision  for  section 
meetings.  The  extension  of  this  feature  will 
serve  to  harmonize  conflicting  views  on  the 
character  of  topics  for  debate,  to  which  I 
have  before  referred.  The  process  of  dif- 
ferentiation will  probably  go  on  until  ulti- 
mately half  our  time  will  be  given  to  meetings 
of  sections,  so  arranged  that  no  one  need  be 


perplexed  by  discussions  beyond  his  range, 
or  wearied  and  bored  by  those  on  questions 
aside  from  his  interests  or  on  others  which 
he  settled  for  himself  years  ago. 

I  am  particularly  pleased  to  have  the  Asso- 
ciation of  State  Librarians  with  us,  and  to 
witness  the  inauguration  of  a  movement  to 
form  State  library  associations.  An  active, 
wide-awake  State  librarian,  gathering  about 
him  the  librarians  of  his  State,  can  do  much 
to  awaken  general  recognition  of  the  impor- 
tance of  libraries  in  a  system  of  public  educa- 
tion, to  shape  legislation,  to  influence  public 
opinion,  and  to  direct  the  current  of  private 
philanthropy  in  such  a  way  as  to  promote 
the  development  of  the  free  public  library, 
which  must  eventually  take  its  place  by  the 
side  of  the  free  public  school,  and  which 
is  already  recognized  by  such  thoughtful 
students  as  the  late  Prof.  Jevons  as  the  most 
effective  of  all  means  of  social  amelioration. 
I  trust  that  the  number  and  strength  of  these 
State  associations  will  rapidly  increase ;  and 
I  hope,  too,  that  they  will  endeavor  to  hold 
meetings  annually  with  the  A.  L.  A. 

If,  free  from  all  exigencies  of  place  and 
accommodation,  it  were  left  to  me  to  fix  a 
date  for  our  annual  conference,  I  should 
choose  this  time  of  year,  when  we  can  meet 
fresh  from  our  vacations  (except  the  President 
and  the  Secretary),  and  go  back  to  our  regular 
work  full  of  that  enthusiasm  which  is  knowl- 
edge and  strength  combined.  I  trust  that  the 
present  meeting  will  be  fruitful  of  good  to  all 
of  us ;  that  we  shall  return  to  our  homes  eager 
to  embody  in  action  the  ideals  which  the 
fervor  of  associated  effort  and  the  flash  of 
sympathetic  contact  have  made  clearer,  more 
real  to  our  vision. 
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CLASSIFICATION  FROM  THE  READER'S  POINT  OF  VIEW. 


BY   W:  E.   FOSTER,  LIBRARIAN   PROVIDENCE  PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 


T  IBRARIANS  have  sometimes  been  re- 
proached  with  forgetting  that  the  system 
of  classification  is  or  should  be  made  for  the 
reader — not  the  reader  for  the  system.  In 
other  words,  the  system  of  classification  is 
a  means  to  an  end,  —  not  the  end  itself.  We 
do  not  believe  that  this  important  principle 
has  been  very  widely  lost  sight  of  by  li- 
brarians. Nevertheless,  it  may  be  well  for  us 
to  turn  our  attention  to  it  for  a  short  time 
to-day,  particularly  in  some  of  its  practical 
bearings. 

One  antidote  which  ought  always  to  be 
e£Eectual  in  counteracting  any  tendency  to 
regard  classification  as  apart  from  any  rela- 
tion to  the  use  to  be  made  of  it  by  readers,  is 
the  fact  that  the  librarian  himself  is  a  reader, 
and  that  he  not  unfrequently  has  occasion  to 
appear  in  the  character  of  a  reader,  rather 
than  an  official,  at  libraries  other  than  his 
own.  Nor  does  he  always  appear  in.  the  same 
character.  Indeed,  he  is  something  of  a  Pro- 
teus. Sometimes  he  merely  runs  in  to  turn 
to  a  book  of  reference,  and  slip  out  again. 
Sometimes  he  goes  to  ascertain  whether  some 
specific  book  —  possibly  a  book  coming  under 
the  description  of  light  reading — is  in.  Some- 
times he  comes  with  a  list  of  three  or  four  or 
five  books  which  are  all  he  wishes  to  see. 
At  other  times,  indeed,  he  is  the  true  student, 
and  requires  to  see,  if  possible,  all  that  the 
library  contains  on  the  subject  in  question. 
There  is  really  no  reason,  then,  why,  in  decid- 
ing on  this  or  that  detail  in  the  plan  of 
classification  at  his  own  library,  he  should 
not  be  able  to  put  himself  in  the  reader's 
place,  and  see  the  subject  with  his  eyes. 

Now,  it  is  probably  beyond  question  that 
skill  and  intelligence  in  working  out  a 
classification  system  were  never  known  to  be 
inherent  reasons  for  its  non-adaptedness  to 
the  reader.  The  non-adaptedness  —  if  it 
exist — exists  simply  from  a  failure  to  connect 
the  system  with  what  are  the  reader's  specific 


needs  at  the  particular  time  under  consider- 
ation. If  he  is  coming  for  a  copy  of  "  Lorna 
Doone,"  and  going  out  immediately  if  that  is 
not  in,  an  elaborate  system  is  of  no  special 
use  to  him.  A  dictionary  catalogue  will 
serve  his  purpose  better.  Again,  if,  having 
read  one  of  Tolsto'fs  books,  he  has  simply  a 
desire  to  get  others  by  the  same  author,  the 
dictionary  catalogue  will  be  his  best  reliance. 

Suppose,  however,  that  his  desire  is  not  at 
all  of  this  nature,  but  to  obtain  and  use 
materials  bearing  on  a  given  subject,  it  then 
becomes  of  the  highest  importance  to  us  to  dis- 
cover in  what  way  best  to  serve  his  purpose. 

Let  us  clear  a  path  by  suggesting  a  few 
general  principles. 

One  of  these  is  that  it  is  useless  to  expect 
that  individual  minds  will  ever  move  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  grooves  in  planning  S3rstems 
of  classification,  considered  as  logical  crea- 
tions of  the  mind.  As  many  as  are  the 
classifiers,  so  many  will  be  your  different 
systems. 

But  the  converse  of  this  is  equally  impor- 
tant ;  namely,  that  in  order  to  use  as  a  tool 
any  system  of  classification,  which  is  not 
needlessly  obscure,  one  does  not  need  to 
master  the  system,  but  only  turn  to  its  key, — 
the  subject  index.  The  criticism,  therefore, 
that  you  cannot  expect  the  average  reader  at 
a  public  library  to  have  exhaustively  studied 
all  classification  theories  has  no  weight. 

Again,  as  our  associate  Mr.  Fletcher  has 
well  pointed  out,  so  long  as  books  are  made 
up  —  as  they  now  are  in  innumerable  in- 
stances made  up — of  material  on  many 
different  subjects,  instead  of  on  the  plan  of 
one  subject  to  any  given  book,  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  an  absolute  classification  of  the 
contents  of  the  library  on  the  shelves.  It  is 
not  possible  to  point  to  shelf  after  shelf,  all 
through  the  library,  and  say:  "Here  you 
will  find  ail  that  the  library  contains  on  the 
subject  you  wish." 
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And  yet,  conversely,  it  does  not  follow 
from  this  that,  by  flying  to  the  other  extreme, 
and  giving  the  books  little  or  no  classification 
on  the  shelf,  you  most  perfectly  serve  the 
inquirer's  purpose.  If  you  are  on  a  train 
running  from  New  York  to  Chicago,  and  you 
wish  to  communicate  for  a  moment  with  your 
friend,  and  find  that  he  is  not  in  the  same  car 
with  you,  it  is  something  to  be  thankful  for, 
is  it  not,  if  he  is  in  another  car  of  the  same 
train, —  and  that  a  vestibule-train, —  rather 
than  on  another  train  on  a  different  railroad. 

Once  more,  a  subject  catalogue,  while  fur- 
nishing a  certain  assistance,  cannot  do  all 
that  a  bibliography  can,  both  because  the 
latter  confines  itself  to  one  subject,  and  does 
that  exhaustively,  and  because  the  library  of 
which  it  is  a  catalogue  may  lack  some  of  the 
more  fundamentally  important  works  on  the 
subject. 

Yet,  conversely,  as  a  guide  to  the  shelves 
of  the  particular  library  which  the  reader  is 
using,  the  service  rendered  by  a  subject 
catalogue  has  its  own  unquestionable  value. 
Mr.  Cutter's  recent  instance  of  etherization, 
in  the  Library  journal^  is  a  strikingly  appo- 
site case  in  point.  Moreover,  in  libraries 
other  than  its  own,  the  subject  catalogue 
fulfills  a  constant  and  indispensable  service, 
by  supplementing  and  complementing  the 
less  minute  treatment  adopted  in  the  local 
catalogue,  by  permitting  at  one  glance  a  view 
of  many  different  sub-kingdoms  of  the  gen- 
eral domain  of  knowledge,  impossible  in  a 
separate  bibliography,  and  in  general  by 
supplying  an  additional  and  reserve  source  of 
information  to  appeal  to;  just  as  in  looking 
up  the  name  of  some  public  character  in  a 
biographical  dictionary,  the  cataloguer  is 
never  known  to  complain  of  having  too  many 
different  biographical  dictionaries  accessible, 
but  not  infrequently  too  few. 

These  are  the  three  main  points  under  which 
this  subject  presents  itself  to  the  reader — 
the  scheme  of  classification  not  his  own  but 
the  cataloguer's,  and  yet  the  key  to  it  in  his 
own  hands ;  the  arrangement  of  the  books  on 
the  shelves  a  close  classification  or  the 
reverse;  and  the  public  catalogue  of  the 
library   a   subject   catalogue   or   otherwise. 


And  here,  before  we  advance  farther  in  our 
consideration  of  the  subject,  we  find  that  we 
must  face  the  subject  of  access  to  the  shelves 
by  tlie  readers.  All  librarians  are  looking 
with  undisguised  interest  at  the  experiment 
which  Mr.  Poole  is  about  undertaking ;  they 
have  read  with  scarcely  less  interest  the 
account  which  Mr.  Brett  has  recently  given 
of  his  practical  application  of  the  principle 
at  Cleveland.  There  is  perhaps  little  doubt 
that  in  the  future  there  will  be  decidedly 
more,  rather  than  less,  freedom  of  access  to 
the  shelves  by  readers,  even  in  the  larger 
libraries.  Moreover,  if  we  assume,  in  our 
consideration  of  the  question  of  classification, 
access  to  the  shelves  by  the  reader,  rather 
than  the  reverse,  we  cover  both  cases,  in 
reality ;  for  even  in  those  instances  where  the 
reader  does  not  personally  visit  the  shelves, 
he  does  so  vicariously,  so  to  speak,  in  the 
person  of  the  librarian  or  assistant  who  looks 
up  the  subject  for  him.  Once  more,  if  we 
are  to  assume  in  our  consideration  of  this 
question  the  conditions  represented  by  the 
reader  requiring  most,  rather  than  least, 
assistance,  we  adopt  the  principle  which 
should  govern.  As  in  the  case  of  a  water 
supply  contained  in  a  reservoir,  if  the  reser- 
voir contains  too  little  water  for  the  demand, 
the  remedy  is  not  an  easy  one.  If,  however, 
it  contains  too  much,  nothing  is  easier  than 
to  shut  it  off  at  a  point  exactly  proportioned 
to  the  demand. 

I  propose  now  to  take  up  in  succession  a 
few  applications  actually  made,  during  recent 
weeks,  by  readers  at  the  library  with  whose 
workings  I  am  the  most  familiar,  which  may 
fairly  be  considered  typical  of  the  different  va- 
rieties represented.  They  will,  I  think,  throw 
important  light  on  the  point  which  I  wish  to 
make  prominent. 

No.  I.  A  reader  wishes  to  use  whatever 
relates  to  electric  motors.  He  can  find  the 
entry  of  this  subject  in  the  subject  index,  and 
is,  therefore,  readily  enough  guided  to  the  page 
of  the  classed  catalogue,  where  works  on  this 
subject  are  entered.  He  finds  the  classification 
a  sufficiently  close  one  to  give  him  these  en- 
tries by  themselves,  instead  of  being  mingled 
in  with  others  on  the  electric  light,  electro- 
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metallurgy,  etc.,  and  in  this  way  his  time  is 
saved,  and  his  researches  are  expedited. 
Moreover,  it  so  happens  that  he  is  one  of 
those  readers  who  are  admitted  to  access  to 
the  shelves.  He  finds  the  arrangement  on 
the  shelves  of  inestimable  service  to  him,  so 
far  as  it  goes.  That  is  to  say,  he  finds  it  a 
help  that  these  works  on  electric  motors 
stand  by  themselves  on  the  shelves,  and  yet 
with  the  works  on  other  applications  of  elec- 
tricity in  close  proximity.  But,  as  Mr. 
Fletcher  reminds  us,  in  consequence  of  the 
failure  of  grouping  in  volumes,  to  correspond 
to  abstract  classification,  he  finds  it  necessary 
to  go  a  little  farther  away  for  the  equally 
essential  material  on  his  subject  in  files  of 
electrical  periodicals,  and  still  farther  away 
for  that  in  the  more  general  periodicals, —  in 
works  of  reference,  volumes  of  scientific  and 
other  essays,  pamphlets,  etc.  Here,  of  course, 
is  where  he  appreciates  the  service  of  a  sub- 
ject catalogue,  which  brings  all  this  material 
together  under  his  eye  on  a  single  page.  He 
would  appreciate  also  a  separate  bibliography 
devoted  to  electric  motors,  but  he  may  not 
have  this  wish  gratified.  It  may  happen,  how- 
ever, that  the  librarian  has,  within  a  day  or 
two,  posted  a  special  list  of  references  on  this 
very  subject,  and  this  he,  of  course,  makes  use 
of.  His  access  to  the  shelves,  serviceable  as  it 
is,  he  finds  it  an  advantage  to  supplement 
(and  this,  I  think,  we  must  regard  as  the  ideal 
form  in  which  to  apply  this  important  princi- 
ple), by  the  use  of  a  special  study-room,  di- 
rectly adjacent  to  the  book  shelves,  but  where 
he  can  have  books,  etc.,  as  above  indicated, 
brought  to  him  from  ail  parts  of  the  book- 
cases, by  the  library  attendants.  That  is  to 
say,  he  must  have  his  own  use  of  the  shelves 
supplemented  by  that  of  the  library  attendants, 
especially  in  such  a  case  as  this  of  electric 
motors,  where  the  reader  or  student,  who  is 
making  any  serious  study  of  the  subject, 
cares  almost  as  much  for  what  is  to  be  found 
under  electricity  as  a  natural  force  (that  is, 
natural  science),  and  for  works  on  railway 
transportation  in  general  (that  is,  social 
science),  in  their  bearings  on  his  own  subject, 
as  he  does  for  those  on  his  subject  (which  is 
a  matter  of  applied  or  practical  science).    Once 


more,  in  the  case  of  a  subject  which  is  gath- 
ering volume,  and  growing  almost  appreciably 
from  day  to  day, —  as  in  any  one  of  these  ap- 
plications of  electricity,  —  he  will  certainly  do 
well  to  consult  with  the  librarian,  who,  no 
doubt,  can  tell  him  of  some  patent  specifica- 
tion, or  annual  report,  or  newspaper  hearing, 
or  testimony  of  an  expert,  which  has  come  to 
hand  even  since  the  list  of  references  was 
posted.  That  is  to  say,  he  must  have  all  his 
own  care  and  observation  and  familiarity  sup- 
plemented and  complemented  by  the  librarian's. 

No.  2.  A  reader  desires  to  construct  some 
representation  of  the  so-called  ceremony  of 
the  "Marriage  of  the  Adriatic,"  at  Venice, 
by  the  study  of  Venetian  costumes,  vessels, 
scenery,  etc.  He  is  observed  to  have  before 
him  a  certain  number  of  volumes,  all  on  Ven- 
ice. So  far  as  this,  the  subject  index  has 
helped  him,  but  it  leaves  him  still  unsatisfied. 
The  librarian  gladly  undertakes  to  supple- 
ment the  incomplete  work  of  classification 
system,  arrangement  on  shelves,  subject 
catalogues,  bibliographies,  etc., —  for  this  is  a 
case  where  the  two  last  mentioned  would  not 
extend  their  aid, —  and,  by  searching  through 
indexes  to  contents  of  picture  galleries,  in- 
dexes to  bound  volumes  of  the  Art  Journal^ 
etc.,  works  descriptive  of  the  paintings  of 
Turner  and  other  artists,  works  on  the  tradi- 
tions of  mediaeval  Europe,  etc.,  finally  places 
in  the  hands  of  the  inquirer  all  that  he  re- 
quires. Here,  again,  all  that  the  general  sys- 
tems of  assistance  can  possibly  do  needs  to 
be  supplemented  by  specific  assistance  di- 
rectly adapted  to  the  individual  reader. 

No.  3.  The  applicant  is  an  officer  of  a  local 
School  of  Design,  and  wishes  to  have  before 
him  all  that  the  library  can  yield,  on  neck- 
laces, particularly  those  of  the  bead  descrip- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  comparative  studies 
of  design.  He  may  or  may  not  find  the 
subject  index  serviceable  here.  He  will  cer- 
tainly find  access  to  the  shelves  of  inestimable 
service.  He  will  especially  appreciate  a  close- 
ness of  classification  which  not  only  places 
works  on  design  apart  from  those  on  the  more 
technical  discussions  of  art,  but  those  on  de- 
sign in  objects  of  ornament  apart  from  those 
on  architectural  design,  and  which,  moreover, 
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separates  those  on  costume  proper  from  all 
the  other  varieties.  At  the  same  time,  the 
benefit  of  having  these  various  gradations  of 
the  subject  more  or  less  directly  at  hand,  that 
he  may  refer  back  to  them,  in  his  compara- 
tive studies,  is  fully  appreciated.  No  doubt, 
therefore,  his  consultation  and  study  of  Raci- 
net,  Kretschmer  and  Rohrbach,  Gerlach,  and 
others,  will  be  full  of  benefit  to  him ;  but  you 
may  be  assured  that  he  will  least  of  all  regret 
having  asked  the  librarian  for  additional  sug- 
gestions, which  shall  bring  to  supplement 
those  just  named,  such  works  from  other 
portions  of  the  library  as  Schliemann's 
"Tiryns,"  Dennis's  "Etruria,"  Jacquemart, 
Perrot  and  Chipiez,  files  of  Gewerbehalle^ 
V  Art  pour  Tous^  Artistic  Japan,  etc.  Once 
more,  what  the  inquirer  needs,  is  all  the  as- 
sistance that  he  can  derive  from  all  sources. 
The  reply,  over  and  over  again,  to  readers  at 
my  own  library,  who  hesitatingly  inquire  how 
many  books  they  are  at  liberty  to  ask  to  have 
brought  them,  to  look  over  in  the  library, 
is,  as  many  as  they  wish —  loo  or  200,  even,  if 
necessary. 

What,  then,  is  our  conclusion  from  this 
brief  study  of  specific  instances?  What 
does  the  putting  ourselves  at  the  reader's 
point  of  view  lead  us  to  infer  as  to  methods 
of  classification,  arrangement,  and  cata- 
loguing?    In  brief,  this:     Let    the    reader 


whose  need  is  limited  to  finding  a  specific 
thing  be  able  to  find  it  by  that  ready  refer- 
ence, the  "  dictionary  arrangement."  Let  the 
reader  whose  need  is  that  of  the  literature  of 
a  subject  find  the  library  classified  by  a  com- 
prehensive system,  sufficiently  closely  classi- 
fied to  respond  to  his  varying  needs,  supplied 
with  a  subject  index,  as  a  ready  key  to  the 
whole,  arranged  on  the  shelves  with  as  close 
an  approach  to  correspondence  to  abstract 
classification  as  is  found  practicable,  and  the 
shelves  accessible  to  the  intelligent  student 
wherever  practicable.  But  even  if  he  has  all 
these,  the  reader  must  still  have  them,  plus 
the  privilege  of  a  special  study-room  where 
the  bringing  of  books  from  other  por- 
tions of  the  library  may  correct  the  inade- 
quacy of  shelf  arrangement  already  referred 
to;  plus  the  helps  furnished  by  bibliographies 
in  supplying  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  subject, 
not  possible  in  this  particular  library;  plus 
the  helps  supplied  by  subject  catalogues,  for 
subjects  on  which  no  bibliographies  have 
been  printed;  plus  all  reference  lists  and 
other  miscellaneous  varieties  of  help  —  and 
even  this  is  not  sufficient,  unless  we  add,  also, 
plus  the  librarian  himself,  that  he  may  correct 
and  supplement  all  deficiencies  and  inade- 
quacies of  the  various  kinds  specifically  men- 
tioned above,  by  his  own  trained,  interested, 
and  effectual  service  of  the  reader. 


THE    PROPER   LIGHTING    OF   LIBRARY   ROOMS. 


BY   W:   I.   FLETCHER,    LIBRARIAN   OF   AMHERST  COLLEGE  LIBRARY. 


«  T  ET  there  be  light ! "  was  the  first  creative 
word,  and  from  that  time  to  this,  who- 
ever would  accomplish  any  work  worth  doing, 
must  have  light.  There  are  deeds  of  darkness, 
and  men  who  love  darkness,  rather  than  light ; 
but  these  are  evil  men  and  deeds.  Good  men 
are  children  of  the  day,  and  good  deeds  are 
best  done  with  the  fullest  light.  And  there  are 
many  kinds  of  work  that  make  special  de- 
mands in  this  line.  Among  them,  foremost 
I  might  have  said,  is  work  with  books.  This 
has  always  been  recognized.  From  the  first, 
schoolrooms  and  libraries  were  well  supplied 


with  large  windows.  An  ancient  engraving  of 
the  library  of  the  University  at  Leyden  shows 
a  room  in  the  form  of  a  parallelogram,  fully 
twice  the  height  of  the  book-cases  it  contains 
(which,  by  the  way,  are  arranged  in  two  rows 
down  the  room,  as  in  our  modem  libraries), 
the  upper  half  of  the  side  walls  being  full  of 
large  windows. 

Most  libraries  built  with  alcoves  have  had  a 
good  window  in  each  alcove,  so  that  the  books 
were  superabundantly  lighted,  the  reading- 
tables  in  the  middle  of  the  room  taking  their 
leavings.    But  with  the  rapid  growth  of  libra- 
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lies  in  recent  years,  and  the  consequent  de- 
mand, especially  in  the  cities,  for  economy  of 
room,  the  wall  space  which  would  otherwise 
have  been  taken  for  windows,  has  been  pre- 
empted by  shelving,  and  light  has  been  intro- 
duced at  the  top  of  the  room,  where  shelving 
cannot  be  put  by  any  device  yet  known,  even 
to  the  Library  Bureau.  But  roof  light  has  its 
disadvantages;  and,  with  the  advent  of  the 
electric  light,  daylight  has  come  to  be  at  a  dis- 
count with  some  librarians,  the  proposition  be- 
ing gravely  made  and  entertained,  to  dispense 
with  it  altogether  as  a  means  of  lighting  book- 
shelving.  In  Mr.  Cutter's  apocalyptic  vision 
of  the  Buffalo  library  in  1983,  he  saw  that 
there  was  no  need  of  the  sun,  neither  of  the 
moon,  to  give  light  therein,  for  the  electric 
light  was  there  in  all  its  glory. 

It  is  my  present  purpose  to  answer  the 
question,  "  Shall  daylight  be  abolished  ? " 
and,  answering  it  in  the  negative,  to  indicate 
how  it  may  best  be  made  available  in  rooms 
used  for  the  storage  of  books. 

The  coming  man,  as  viewed  in  the  light  of 
current  tendencies  in  civilization,  is  not  an 
attractive  figure.  It  has  been  demonstrated 
by  our  scientific  friends  that  he  will  be  sans 
hair,  sans  teeth,  sans  eyesight.  The  coming 
bookworm,  built  in  this  way,  will,  of  course, 
work  in  the  library  at  noonday  by  the  electric 
light.  But,  after  all,  are  we  content  to  let 
this  coming  man  hasten  his  coming?  Some 
of  us  hope  not  to  live  to  see  him.  We 
would  rather  place  obstacles  in  his  way. 
We  would  study  the  requirements  of  nature, 
and  try  to  reintroduce  the  natural  man,  who 
seems  to  be  disappearing,  rather  than  give 
way  to  the  reign  of  artiflcialism.  To  this  end 
we  are  putting  into  our  schoolrooms  furniture 
calculated  to  check  the  stooping  habit,  so 
productive  of  myopia.  Medicine  is  being 
reduced  to  a  system  of  nature-aiding;  and 
the  remedies  of  nature,  so  finely  set  forth 
by  Dr.  Oswald  a  few  years  since,  are  the 
coming  pharmacopeia.  That  which  is  natural, 
which  smacks  of  out-doors  and  the  clear  sky, 
is  recognized  as  more  wholesome  for  both 
body  and  mind  than  the  artificial,  even  though 
some  of  our  devices  "  beat  natur'  all  holler." 

This  temper  of  mind  prepares  us  to  demand 


daylight  in  our  libraries,  as  being  worth  the 
sacrifice  of  other  apparent  advantages.  We 
may  well  say,  "  Give  us  daylight,  even  if  we 
have  fewer  books,  or  have  to  travel  farther  to 
find  them."  After  all,  it  is  to  compactness  of 
storage  that  daylight  has  generally  been  sacri- 
ficed, and  this  needlessly.  It  might  as  well 
be  frankly  confessed  here,  that  this  paper  is 
but  another  plea  for  a  certain  method  of 
library  construction ;  namely,  that  so  ably  ad- 
vocated by  Dr.  Poole,  and  now  so  well  exem- 
plified in  the  new  building  at  Yale  University. 
Approaching  it  from  our  present  point  of  view, 
we  recognize  in  this  construction  the  ideal 
method  of  lighting  book-shelving.  It  fur- 
nishes light  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  most 
useful;  namely,  in  a  diffused  form.  Large 
side  windows  let  too  strong  a  light  upon  the 
books  near  them,  to  their  decided  injury. 
Roof  light  is  not  available  in  the  lower  part  of 
a  high  building,  and  in  the  upper  part  it  is 
accompanied  by  roof  heat.  Floors  of  per- 
forated iron  or  of  heavy  glass  are  only  mod- 
erately translucent  In  the  central  portion  of 
a  large  stack,  what  do  we  find  for  light? 
Looking  directly  upwards,  we  see  that  a  few 
broken  pencils  of  light  reach  our  eye  from  the 
skylight.  But  when  these  touch  the  backs  of 
the  books,  it  is  only  vertically,  and  they  give 
little  help  in  reading  their  titles.  From  the 
large  side  windows,  light  is  poured  in  abun- 
dantly ;  but  twenty  feet  away  from  tlie  side  of 
the  room,  one  looks  at  the  windows  as  a  per- 
son standing  in  a  tunnel  looks  out  through  its 
mouth.  Not  much  of  the  light  from  the  en- 
trance rests  upon  tlie  side  walls ;  or,  where  it 
does,  it  is  so  lateral  that  its  effect  is  confus- 
ing, rather  than  illuminating.  So  in  these 
passages  in  the  stack.  There  may  be  "all 
out  doors  "  at  the  end  of  the  passage,  but, 
reaching  the  books  only  laterally,  it  does  not 
make  it  easy,  a  few  feet  away  into  the  pas- 
sage, to  read  their  titles. 

One  thus  comes  to  see  that  the  proper 
lighting  of  shelves  is  not  a  question  of  the 
way  in  which  light  shall  be  introduced  in 
rays  or  streams,  for  neither  vertical,  lateral, 
or  slanting  streams  of  light  will  fall  upon  the 
backs  of  all  the  volumes  in  closely  placed  cases 
in  such  a  way  as  to  fairly  light  them  up.    By 
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only  one  method  can  this  be  accomplished, 
and  that  is  by  diffusion.  And  only  one  way 
of  providing  this  di£Eused  light  between  cases 
placed  in  rows  has  been  suggested,  and  that 
is  the  method  of  construction  I  am  advocat- 
^Agt  ^y  means  of  which  an  ample  space  above 
the  cases  is  flooded  with  light,  which  diffuses 
itself  through  the  spaces  between  the  book 
cases,  and  lights  every  part  nearly  evenly. 
It  is  not  claimed  that  any  room,  even  on  this 
plan,  gets  a  good  supply  of  daylight  in  all  weath- 
ers ;  but  this  is  the  one  known  way  by  which 
what  daylight  there  is  can  be  appropriated. 

A  room  60  feet  wide  can  be  well  filled 
with  diffused  light  by  windows,  6  to  8  feet 
high,  placed  at  the  top  of  the  side  walls  as 
thick  as  they  can  be  placed  without  taking 
out  too  mudi  of  the  wall.  In  the  new  Yale 
building  they  are  not  over  6  feet  high,  and 
occupy  about  one-half  the  wall  space  laterally. 
I  am  not  sure,  from  an  examination  of  those 
rooms,  that  the  light  is  ample.  The  window 
area  could  easily  have  been  50  per  cent 
greater,  and  then  I  feel  sure  it  would  be.  The 
diffusion  of  the  light,  or,  rather,  its  reflection 
downwards,  is  aided  there,  as  it  should  always 
be,  by  white  ceilings. 

Of  course  the  near  proximity  of  other  high 
buildings  will  render  nugatory  almost  any  pro- 
vision for  window  light.  But  no  library  build- 
ing of  any  importance  should  be  erected  with- 
out at  least  two  sides  free  from  the  possibility 
of  the  near  approach  of  other  buildings.  In 
the  larger  cities,  with  the  modern  tendency 
to  erect  much>higher  buildings  without  widen- 
ing the  streets,  windows  on  the  street  may  not 
be  very  productive  of  light  in  the  lower  sto- 
ries. But  it  is  being  shown  by  the  Mercantile 
Library  building  in  St.  Louis,  and  the  one 
now  about  erecting  for  the  New  York  Mer- 
cantile, that  a  half-million  volumes  can  be  ac- 
commodated in  the  upper  stories  of  a  moder- 
ately high  building.  It  may  yet  appear  that 
the  modem  rapid-running  elevator  sets  the 
key  for  city-library  architecture  more  than  any 
other  influence  whatever. 

The  demand  for  a  good  diffusion  of  light 
among  books  in  situ  on  the  shelves,  turns  to 
some  extent,  it  must  be  admitted,  on  the 
methods  of  use  in  vogne. 


If  readers  are  confined  to  reading-rooms, 
and  only  attendants  frequent  the  shelves,  a 
good  light  there  seems  less  essential.  Even 
then,  however,  it  is  very  desirable  for  the 
avoidance  of  the  mistakes  so  constantly  oc- 
curring, where  attendants  get  and  replace 
books  in  the  dark.  An  electric  light  which 
can  be  turned  on  at  any  moment  is  only  a 
partial  remedy,  as  an  attendant,  with  hands 
occupied,  will  often  work  in  the  dark,  to  avoid 
the  slight  trouble  of  turning  the  button  and 
handling  the  light. 

But  the  whole  idea  of  library  books  being 
stored  away  in  places  whence  they  are  to  be 
brought  to  readers  one  or  two  at  a  time  is 
falling  into  discredit  In  the  reports  of  some 
college  libraries,  special  emphasis  is,  nowa- 
days, laid  on  the  increase,  year  by  year,  of 
admissions  to  the  shelves.  In  many  of  the 
public  libraries,  while  the  general  access  of 
the  public  to  the  shelves  is  not  thought  of, 
provision  is  made  for  those  specially  needing 
such  access  for  purposes  of  study  to  have  it. 
More  and  more  students  perceive  the  value 
of,  and  demand,  opportunities  for  the  use  of 
books  where  they  stand.  Especially  is  this 
true  if  the  classification  is  what  it  should  be, 
and  one  can  expect  to  find  together  the  books 
on  a  given  subject. 

If  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  genius  of  our 
public-library  system,  as  so  well  set  forth  by 
the  remarks  of  Senator  Patterson  at  the  open- 
ing of  this  conference,  favors  this  idea  of 
access  to  the  book  shelves  for  the  student. 
It  is  safe  to  predict  that  there  will  be  a  con- 
stant increase  of  shelf  use  of  our  libraries, 
and  to  assert  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  erect  a 
new  library  building  regardless  of  the  exigen- 
cies of  this  use.  One  of  the  first  of  these 
exigencies  is  abundant  and  well-distributed 
light  Another  is,  room  to  work  among  the 
books.  These  combine  to  protest  against  an 
excessive  economy  of  room  in  library  build- 
ings. It  ought  to  be  accepted  as  an  axiom 
in  library  architecture,  as  in  all  other,  that 
room  can  be  provided  for  all  necessary  pur- 
poses. When  so  necessary  purposes  as  good 
light,  comfortable  temperature,  and  decent 
ventilation  demand  room,  they  can  have  it, 
whether  in  dwelling,  school,  or  library. 
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REPORT  ON  LIBRARY  ARCHITECTURE. 


BY   H:    M.   UTLEY,   LIBRARIAN    DETROIT  PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 


'HpHERE  is  a  story,  probably  of  antediluvian 
origin,  of  a  man  who  went  forth  to  lecture 
on  the  subject  of  intemperance,  and  took  along 
his  brother,  a  picturesque  drunkard,  whom  he 
exhibited  as  a  '*  frightful  example."  In  li- 
brary architecture  it  is  not  necessary  to  seek 
far  to  find  things  to  be  avoided ;  for  even  in 
these  modern  times  inexperienced,  though 
well-meaning,  architects  and  building  com- 
mittees have  erected  library  buildings  that 
are  little  less  than  monstrosities.  I  visited 
one  a  few  years  ago  that  comes  near  deserv- 
ing this  classification.  It  was  built  at  public 
expense  and  at  considerable  cost.  It  con- 
sisted of  a  single  room,  with  one  gallery 
about  nine  feet  above  the  floor.  The  books 
were  arranged  about  the  walls  and  in  the 
gallery.  There  was  a  desk  at  one  side,  at 
which  the  public  applied  for  books,  being 
separated  from  the  cases  by  a  railing  which 
ran  between  the  posts  which  supported  the 
gallery.  There  was  no  place  for  the  librarian 
to  sit  down,  or  even  to  hang  his  hat;  there 
was  no  place  for  the  library  assistants  to 
deposit  their  umbrellas  or  to  wash  their 
hands.  In  fact,  there  was  not  a  single  one 
of  the  many  conveniences  necessary  for 
doing  the  work  of  the  library  —  no  place  for 
unpacking,  classifying,  and  cataloguing  books ; 
no  place  for  labelling,  numbering,  repairing 
books ;  no  place  for  reading  or  for  anything 
except  taking  books  from  the  shelves  and 
handing  them  to  applicants,  or  reversing  the 
process.  The  people  who  contrived  the  build- 
ing apparently  acted  on  the  theory  that  this 
was  the  only  thing  to  be  done  in  a  library. 
They  grossly  misappropriated  even  the  space 
at  their  disposal,  for  they  left  the  room  open 
to  a  lofty  ceiling,  instead  of  converting  their 
gallery  into  a  second  floor,  which  would  have 
nearly  doubled  the  floor  area  of  the  building. 
Then,  with  a  few  partitions  they  might  have 
provided  convenient  rooms  for  all  the  various 
purposes  desired.     But  they  left  the  librarian 


and  attendants  to  improvise  the  necessary 
conveniences  as  best  they  might  The  li- 
brarian drove  a  nail  into  a  window  casing  upon 
which  to  hang  his  hat ;  he  drove  nails  into 
the  book  cases  upon  which  the  attendants 
hung  their  wraps;  he  put  a  table  into  one 
comer  for  his  own  seat,  and  into  another  for 
his  cataloguer ;  he  flxed  up  a  dark  basement 
for  a  reading-room.  If  these  people  had 
been  building  a  stable  ,  they  would  have  had 
some  idea  what  was  wanted ;  but  of  a  library 
they  had  no  knowledge  whatever.  It  is  to  be 
feared  that  there  is  more  than  one  library  in 
this  country,  fair  without  and  impressive  to 
look  upon,  but  within  as  ill-contrived  for  its 
purposes  as  possibly  could  be. 

There  is  fashion  in  library  architecture,  as 
in  other  things.  Probably  it  would  be  a  better 
statement  of  this  idea  to  say  that  there  is  a 
prevailing  style,  which  varies  at  different 
periods.  There  was  an  era  of  the  gothic 
cathedral  style ;  the  interior  one  large  and  lofty 
room  with  galleries,  and  the  books  arranged 
in  alcoves  along  the  walls.  This  style  is  no 
longer  popular.  In  some  eastern  cities  where 
they  have  more  churches  than  they  know  what 
to  do  with,  it  happens  sometimes,  even  now-a- 
days,  that  they  convert  an  old  church  into  a 
library.  The  main  floor  and  the  galleries  are 
utilized  for  book  cases.  But  the  old  shell  is 
usually  supplemented  by  a  modern  wing,  with 
reading-rooms,  work-rooms  and  offices,  for  the 
convenience  of  all  concerned.  In  this  arrange- 
ment there  is  immense  waste  of  room.  But 
we  cannot  be  altogether  divorced  from 
tradition,  and  it  is  not  strange  that  some  peo- 
ple should  consider  an  old  church  just  the 
thing  for  a  library,  especially  if  they  cannot 
do  better.  In  some  western  cities  it  is  a 
popular  expedient  to  move  the  library  into  the 
city  hall,  which  is  usually  a  central  and  com- 
modious building.  This  may  answer  as  a 
temporary  device,  pending  the  construction  of 
proper  quarters.    I  have  in  mind  a  narrow 
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escape  from  an  attempt  to  remodel  an  old 
municipal  building  for  library  purposes.  Fort- 
unately the  trustees  gave  the  matter  a  sober 
second  thought,  razed  the  old  building,  and 
commenced  their  new  structure  with  the 
foundation. 

The  current  idea  as  to  style  of  architecture 
for  libraries  of  moderate  dimensions  is  the 
Romanesque,  generally  modified  in  some 
particulars ;  material,  stone  of  two  contrasting 
colors,  or  brick  and  stone ;  roof,  tile  or  slate. 
The  interior  shows  a  handsome  vestibule, 
spacious  hallway  and  offices  for  the  librarian 
and  cataloguers.  There  are  separate  reading- 
rooms  for  men  and  women  and  a  room 
devoted  to  the  public  who  seek  books  that 
circulate.  All  these  are,  or  should  be,  on  the 
ground  floor.  Usually  provision  is  made  in 
the  basement  for  packing-room,  with  lift  to 
the  cataloguer's  room,  directly  above  it,  as 
well  as  for  heating  apparatus  and  fuel  storage. 
The  second  story  is  usually  arranged  for  a 
lecture  hall  and  art  gallery,  with  possibly 
special  reading  and  study  rooms  for  seminary 
work,  which  is  becoming  one  of  the  features 
of  intellectual  development  in  connection  with 
enterprising  libraries.  The  books  themselves 
are  stored  compactly  in  closely  arranged 
stacks,  generally  two  stories  of  J}i  to  8  feet 
each  in  height.  This  stack-room  is  a  rear 
wing  of  brick,  severely  plain  both  without  and 
within,  lighted  by  lofty  windows,  and  separated 
from  the  main  edifice  by  very  solid  walls,  as 
security  in  case  of  fire.  The  book  wing  is 
properly  so  planned  that  it  can  be  extended  as 
the  increase  in  number  of  books  demands 
more  room,  while  the  front  or  main  portion  of 
the  building  remains  unchanged. 

It  is  the  book-quarters  which  are  con- 
stantly crowding.  If  the  library  is  to  grow, 
wise  foresight  makes  provision,  not  only  for  a 
reasonable  period  in  the  future,  but  plans  for 
all  possible  enlargement  without  disturbing 
the  general  arrangement.  I  have  in  mind 
a  building  erected  for  a  library,  which  was 
planned  with  a  capacity  of  five  times  the 
number  of  volumes  then  on  hand.  This 
seemed  at  the  time  to  be  an  immense  number 
of  books,  and  the  date  when  that  number 
would  be  reached  appeared  in  the  dim  and 


hazy  future  so  remote  that  it  was  not  worth 
considering.  Accordingly  no  possible  loop- 
hole was  left  after  the  limit  has  been  reached. 
The  trustees  must  either  destroy  all  that  has 
been  built,  and  begin  anew,  or  they  must 
erect  a  new  and  separate  building,  and  divide 
the  books,  very  greatly  to  the  detriment  of 
the  interests  of  the  library  and  its  patrons. 
It  is  one  of  the  advantages  of  the  stack 
system,  almost  universally  adopted  in  recent 
buildings,  that  it  admits  of  indefinite  expan- 
sion at  a  minimum  of  cost  and  inconvenience. 
A  novelty  in  the  stack,  understood  to  be  the 
suggestion  of  Prof.  Dewey,  has  been  adopted 
by  the  architects  of  the  Albright  Library,  at 
Scranton,  Pa.  The  first  floor  of  the  stack- 
room  is  dropped  3^^  feet  below  the  delivery 
desk  floor.  The  stacks  are  7  feet  high,  and 
consequently  the  upper  stack  is  i%  feet 
above  the  delivery  floor.  This  affords  great 
convenience  in  taking  books  from  the  stack 
to  the  delivery  desk  or  in  returning  them,  as 
they  can  be  handed  by  the  attendant  to  the 
delivery  clerk,  or  vice  versa,  without  making 
use  of  elevators. 

The  facts  gathered  for  this  report  show 
that  the  library  interests  of  this  country  are 
advancing.  The  report  presented  last  year 
by  Mr.  Van  Name  covered  the  ground  very 
completely,  and  made  mention  of  a  large 
number  of  building  enterprises  then  in  con- 
templation or  in  progress.  This  confines  me 
to  strictly  new  projects,  since  I  have  not 
thought  it  worth  while  to  further  discuss  any 
of  the  buildings  heretofore  mentioned.  It  is 
necessarily  the  case  that  important  and  exten- 
sive ones  occupy  several  years  in  construc- 
tion, but,  having  been  once  described,  the 
limits  of  an  annual  report  forbid  repetition. 

Dealing,  therefore,  with  the  new  enter- 
prises, I  have  specifically  mentioned  some 
forty,  the  aggregate  cost  of  which  exceeds 
$3,000,000.  A  considerable  proportion  of 
this  sum  is  made  up  by  the  buildings  of  the 
Mercantile  libraries  of  New  York  and  San 
Francisco  and  the  Public  library  of  St.  Louis, 
which  are  in  a  certain  sense  business  schemes ; 
that  is,  the  buildings  are  designed  to  produce 
a  revenue  from  commercial  uses  and  only 
incidentally  for  library  purposes,  though  they 
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are  none  the  less  admirably  adapted  to  such 
purposes. 

It  is  worthy  of  mention  that  activity  in  li- 
brary matters  is  confined  to  no  section  of  the 
country,  but  prevails  in  the  new  states  of  the 
extreme  west  and  in  Canada,  as  well  as  in 
New  England  and  in  the  central  states.  Com- 
paratively few  in  number,  though  some  of  the 
chicfest  in  importance,  of  the  enterprises 
mentioned,  are  prosecuted  with  public  funds. 
In  several  instances  the  municipality  coop- 
erates with  private  munificence  in  furnishing 
a  site,  or  in  assuming  to  undertake  and  per- 
petuate   plans    originated    by  others.     The 

The  detailed  accounts  of  the  buildings,  which  were  not  read  at  the  Conference,  will  be  published 
by  the  Bureau  of  Education,  and  should  be  bound  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 


praiseworthy  spirit  of  enlightened  individual 
liberality  mentioned  in  earlier  reports  on  this 
subject,  and  more  completely  covered  by 
another  report  at  this  meeting,  is  shown 
throughout  the  whole  land.  Men  and  women 
of  wealth  ar^  founding  in  the  places  of  their 
birth  or  residence  perpetual  memorials  of 
themselves  or  members  of  their  families,  in 
the  form  of  libraries.  Best  of  all,  these  noble 
establishments  or  endowments  are  not  now- 
a-daysleft  as  bequests  to  the  tender  mer- 
cies of  heirs  and  executors,  but  are  ante- 
mortem  gifts,  whose  fruition  the  benefactors 
themselves  in  some  measure  share. 


REPORT  ON  GIFTS  AND   BEQUESTS. 


BY    CAROLINE    M.   HEWINS,    LIBRARIAN    HARTFORD   LIBRARY   ASSOCIATION. 


T  AST  June,  800  postal  cards,  asking  for 
statements  of  gifts  and  bequests  received, 
were  sent  to  the  libraries  in  the  United 
States  reporting  5,000  or  more  volumes  in 
the  Library  journal  for  January,  1887  and 
1889.  Only  about  200  of  these  libraries  have 
answered  the  cards.  Some  request  more 
definite  information  as  to  whether  all  gifts, 
or  only  gifts  of  money,  are  to  be  counted. 
Others  write,  "  no  gifts,  no  bequests."  Many 
send  minute  particulars,  many  more  only 
vague  generalities.  Some  tabulate  their 
statements,  others  scatter  them  through  let- 
ters of  several  pages.  From  these  answers, 
and  the  files*  of  the  Library  journaly  some 
incomplete  returns  have  been  gathered. 
Many  of  the  largest  and  best-endowed  libra- 
ries in  the  country  are  yet  to  be  heard  from. 
Those  from  which  reports  have  been  gathered 
show  that  they  have  received  $22,043,997.63 
in  money,  and  268,401  volumes.  In  many 
cases,  there  is  a  delicious  vagueness  in  the 
answers.  One  librarian  reports,  "Gifts  of 
books,  in  the  last  few  years,  enough  to  make 
a  library  of  respectable  size."  (Opinions 
vary  concerning  the  stage  at  which  the  size 
of  a  library  reaches  respectability,  and  the 


imagination  of  the  reader  may  play  anywhere 
between  the  limits  of  ten  volumes  and  10,000.) 

The  gifts,  not  uncommon  in  our  New  Eng- 
land libraries,  of  ^v^^  or  ten,  or  twenty,  or 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  look  small  beside  the 
millions  of  Andrew  Carnegie,  John  Crerar, 
Walter  Newberry,  Dr.  James  Rush,  or  our 
loved  and  honored  brother,  Lloyd  P.  Smith. 
These  lesser  gifts,  however,  must  be  held  in 
grateful  remembrance.  They  often  reveal 
much  of  the  giver's  personality,  tastes,  and 
habits.  It  is  a  wise,  far-seeing  man  of  busi- 
ness who  makes  the  provision  that  only  three 
fourths  of  the  income  of  his  bequest  shall  be 
spent,  and  the  other  fourth  added  to  the  prin- 
cipal for  a  specified  number  of  years.  This  is 
the  best  form  in  which  a  library  can  receive  a 
gift.  An  old  lady,  living  in  a  Massachusetts 
country  town,  left  to  the  town  library  $2,000, 
all  she  had;  another  the  income  of  $1,000, 
specifying,  as  Mr.  Crerar  did,  that  it  was  for 
purchasing  books  of  a  good  moral  character. 

One  librarian  suggests  that,  if  her  library 
were  named  for  the  town  and  not  for  the 
giver,  it  would  receive  more  books.  This  is 
worth  consideration.  A  building  named  in 
honor  of  the  rich  man  who  has  founded  it,  or 
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the  member  of  his  family  to  whom  he  wishes 
to  erect  a  memorial,  never  has  the  same  hold 
upon  the  people  of  a  town  or  city  as  the 
simple  "  Free  Library  "  or  "  Public  Library." 
Let  his  name  be  perpetuated  in  a  hall,  a 
collection,  or  an  alcove ;  but,  unless  he  gives 
a  sum  which  will  keep  the  library  in  good 
condition,  it  is  better  that  it  should  be  known 
as  the  gift  of  Mr.  Rindge  is  in  Cambridge,  by 
the  name  of  the  city. 
It  is  to  be  desired  that  librarians  should 


urge  the  endowment  of  special  alcoves  or  the 
purchase  of  special  collections.  Most  libra- 
ries are  cramped  and  crippled,  unable  to  keep 
up  with  the  newest  works  on  any  subject.  Let 
the  man  who  has  $20,000  to  give,  endow  an 
alcove  of  science,  or  history,  or  whatever 
subject  he  pleases,  and  allow  one  fourth  of 
the  income  to  accumulate,  and  he  will  do  a 
library  more  lasting  benefit  than  if  he  gave 
a  building,  or  spent  the  whole  of  the  money 
at  once  in  books. 


The  replies  from  the  libraries,  which  were  not  read  at  the  Conference,  will  be  published  by  the 
Bureau  of  Education,  and  should  be  bound  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 


LIBRARY  EXPERTS— THEIR    RIGHTS   AND   DUTIES. 


BY    MISS    H.    £.    GREEN,    ASSISTANT,    BOSTON    ATHENiEUM. 


npHE  ordinary  dictionary  definition  of  the 
word  expert,  used  as  a  substantive  is 
"  one  taught  by  use,  practice,  or  experience." 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  not  quite  enough ; 
that  it  takes  something  more  than  experience 
alone  to  make  a  thorough  expert.  We  have 
all,  probably,  seen,  in  various  libraries  with 
which  we  are  acquainted,  sundry  persons  of 
many  long  years'  experience,  if  that  were  all, 
whose  opinion  no  one  would  consider  of  any 
value,  except,  perhaps,  in  mere  matters  of 
fact,  who  have  plodded  along  for  years  in 
the  same  rut,  doing  the  same  work,  day  after 
day,  in  the  same  perfunctory  way,  never  think- 
ing of  the  reason  for  its  being  done  in  that 
manner,  never  improving  on  the  old  methods, 
and  resenting  the  smallest  attempt  at  change, 
because  it  involves  the  labor  of  accepting  a 
new  idea.  Who  would  think  of  considering 
these  as  anything  but  fossil  remains  ? 

A  better  definition  seems  to  be,  "one 
thoroughly  versed  or  skilled  in  any  depart- 
ment of  science  or  art;"  and,  in  the  legal 
sense,  "one  possessing  a  knowledge  of  any 
subject  greater  than  can  be  possessed  by  men 
in  general.^'  Both  these  definitions  embrace 
the  first  one ;  the  knowledge  must  be  neces- 
sarily based  on  experience,  and  on  principles 
which  have  been  tried  and  tested  by  its  light. 
The  true  expert,  taught  both  by  general  knowl- 


edge, and  by  use,  practice,  and  experience  in 
applying  it,  not  to  one  system  alone,  but  to 
the  best  parts  of  as  many  as  exist,  has  clear 
and  well-defined  reasons  on  which  his  prin- 
ciples rest.  He  does  a  thing  in  a  certain  way, 
not  because  he  has  always  seen  it  done  so, 
but  because  he  has  looked  into  the  results  of 
such  a  method,  and,  either  by  his  own  or 
others'  experience,  has  found  it  best  adapted 
to  the  end  he  has  in  view.  And  so  he  is 
able  to  accomplish  whatever  work  he  has  in 
charge  with  the  greatest  thoroughness  and 
economy,  not  of  money  alone,  but  of  time, 
which  is  money,  though,  as  every  one  knows, 
it  does  not  always  appear  in  the  accounts ;  he 
does  not  fall  into  the  error  of  doing  work 
which  afterward  turns  out  to  be  worthless.  I 
have  seen  hundreds — perhaps  I  might  say, 
thousands  —  of  dollars  as  absolutely  wasted  as 
if  they  had  been  tlirown  into  the  fire,  in  doing 
a  large  quantity  of  work  in  a  certain  way, 
which  was,  a  few  years  afterward,  abolished, 
and  every  bit  of  it  pulled  out  and  destroyed. 
And  it  says  a  great  deal  for  the  progress  of 
library  science  in  the  last  twenty  years,  that 
the  gentlemen  by  whose  authority,  and  under 
whose  direction,  this  work  was  done,  were,  at 
that  time,  considered  experts  than  whom 
there  were  none  greater.  But  they  were  not 
experti  of  this   method ;  they  hvid  not  tried 
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it;  they  could  evolve  the  system  only  out 
of  their  own  inner  consciousness,  and  it 
failed. 

Some  people  seem  to  use  the  word  expert 
in  the  sense  of  a  person  who  has  studied  any 
subject,  no  matter  how  short  a  time  or  how 
superficially.  Not  long  ago,  it  was  said  to  me> 
in  speaking  of  some  young  man,  '*  Oh,  he  is  a 
chemical  expert ;  he  has  been  through  the 
course  at  the  Institute  of  Technology!' 
Granting  that  the  student  had  made  the  best 
possible  use  of  his  opportunities,  I  think  no 
one  who  understood  the  meaning  of  words 
would  take  the  one  to  be  the  consequence  of 
the  other.  I  have  more  than  once  been  asked, 
when  applied  to  for  some  piece  of  catalogue 
work  which  I  had  to  refuse,  "  Could  not  we 
get  a  real  expert  from  the  Library  School  ?  " 
and  I  have  had  to  reply  that  the  Library 
School  did  not  supply  real  experts.  And  I 
think,  in  this  careless  understanding  of  the 
idea,  lies  a  danger  for  the  school,  even  among 
its  friends  —  the  danger  of  expecting  too 
much.  It  turns  out  its  students,  just  ready  to 
begin  the  work  of  making  themselves  experts ; 
it  gives  them  the  thorough  grounding  in  all 
the  details  of  library  work,  which  enables 
them  to  form  opinions  and  principles,  to  be 
tested  by  after  experience,  which  no  working 
in  one  well-defined  rut  of  any  one  library 
could  give,  in  much  more  than  the  two  years 
devoted  to  the  school.  But  it  cannot  do  more ; 
and  this  idea  is  constantly  impressed  on  the 
pupils  by  the  authorities  of  the  school,  who 
never  lose  an  opportunity  of  inculcating  this 
idea.  An  expert  is  not  made  by  theories ;  the 
familiarity  with  the  practical  results  of  differ- 
ent systems  of  work,  which  gives  the  power 
to  extract  and  combine  the  best  parts  of  each, 
to  suit  the  needs  of  different  surroundings, 
must  come  from  the  actual,  practical,  varied 
experience  and  responsibility  of  each  person. 
I  do  not  wish  to  convey  the  idea  that  none  of 
the  graduates  of  the  Library  School  are  fitted 
to  undertake  any  work  on  their  own  responsi- 
bility. Not  at  all ;  some  of  them  have  filled 
the  posts  to  which  they  were  appointed  in  the 
most  satisfactory  manner.  Neither  would  I 
say  that  the  very  best  among  them  have  ever 
seemed  to  me  in  the  least  inclined  to  pose 


as  experts;  on  the  contrary,  they  are  apt 
to  err  on  the  side  of  too  much  diffidence. 
I  think  thatj  in  cases  where  the  personal  re- 
sponsibility is  an  important  one,  there  is  a 
risk  in  entrusting  it  to  a  person  who  has  not 
given  proofs  of  excellence  in  that  particular 
line  of  work.  The  student  leaves  the  school, 
perhaps  to  take  the  whole  responsibility  of 
some  library,  or  department  of  a  library, 
where,  little  as  he  or  she  knows,  in  compari- 
son with  the  whole  amount  which  needs  to  be 
known,  it  is  more  than  the  knowledge  pos- 
sessed by  any  one  else  in  the  vicinity,  even  by 
those  in  authority.  Work  that  is  never  criti- 
cised is  seldom  perfect ;  the  worker  makes  the 
blunders  of  inexperience,  and,  for  want  of  a 
competent  authority,  these  blunders  repeat 
themselves.  This  danger  seems  to  me  greater 
in  my  own  special  line  of  work  —  dictionary 
cataloguing — than  in  any  other.  A  dictionary 
catalogue  is  very  much  a  thing  of  tradition ;  that 
is,  its  headings  are  determined,  in  the  majority 
of  cases,  by  the  usages  of  libraries  whose  cata- 
logues have  been  printed,  and  can  be  consulted. 
But  it  is  impossible  for  the  printed  catalogue 
of  a  library  large  enough  to  be  a  model  to 
others  to  keep  up  with  the  times ;  and  so  the 
inexperienced  worker  is  left,  in  many  cases, 
without  a  precedent,  and  makes  mistakes 
which  are  repeated,  and,  in  time,  crystallize 
themselves,  until  the  librarian  awakes  to  the 
consciousness  that  some  parts  of  his  cata- 
logue are  in  a  state  of  confusion,  which  it 
will  take  much  time  and  money  to  set  straight. 
I  have  seen  some  of  my  own  pupils  appointed 
to  positions,  to  the  needs  of  which,  I  felt 
sure,  they  were  incompetent.  Fortunately, 
my  opinion  was  not  asked  on  the  subject; 
and  until  a  library  examiner  is  appointed  by 
the  government  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of 
libraries,  as  a  bank  examiner  does  into  those 
of  financial  institutions,  it  is  very  possible 
this  incompetency  may  never  be  discovered ; 
and,  if  it  is,  I  think  the  responsibility  should 
rest  with  the  authorities  who  were  ignorant 
of  the  requirements  of  the  case,  and  not 
with  the  Library  School,  which  sent  the  best 
material  it  had,  or  the  graduates,  whose  only 
fault  was  the  lack  of  the  experience,  which 
no  training  school  on  earth  could  give. 
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An  expert  should  have  the  courage  of  his 
opinions,  and  be  ready  to  resist  any  undue 
interference  with  his  work.  There  are  many 
details  in  the  arrangement  and  administration 
of  a  library,  which  are,  after  all,  only  matters 
of  taste ;  and  in  these  a  person  of  tact  will 
know  when  to  yield.  But  in  matters  affect- 
ing the  real  advantage  of  the  library  and  its 
constituency,  I  believe  in  the  expert  standing 
by  his  colors,  and  maintaining  the  principles 
on  whose  justice  he  is,  more  than  any  one 
else,  qualified  to  decide.  I  know  a  young 
woman  —  I  am  proud  to  say,  a  pupil  of  the 
Library  School  —  who  was  employed  to  cata- 
logue and  arrange  a  libraryi  Her  employer, 
one  of  those  worthy  persons  whose  principal 
idea  of  the  arrangement  of  books  is  to  have 
them  look  pretty,  and  who  thinks  that  any- 
body can  learn  in  a  week  to  take  charge  of 
them,  almost  insisted  on  her  doing  her  work 
in  a  certain  way.  My  young  friend,  who  had 
borne  without  question  various  things  of 
which  she  did  not  approve,  but  in  which,  as 
she  said,  there  was  no  real  principle  involved, 
at  last  resisted,  and  informed  her  employer 
that  there  was  a  right  and  a  wrong  way  to  do 
most  things,  and  that,  for  the  good  of  the 
library  and  her  own  professional  reputation, 
she  could  not  consent  to  the  wrong  way,  as 
long  as  she  had  the  responsibility  of  the 
work;  she  preferred  to  give  it  up  entirely. 
The  employer  had  the  good  sense  to  3rield, 
and  I  believe  the  work  was  properly  finished. 
It  seems  to  me  not  only  the  right  but  the 
duty  of  the  expert,  for  his  own  dignity  and 
that  of  the  whole  profession,  to  resist  non- 
professional interference  in  technical  matters, 
which  it  is  his  business  to  know  and  judge  of 
better  than  any  one  outside.  The  trustees 
of  a  hospital,  when  they  have  placed  at  the 
head  of  it  a  physician  of  whose  character  and 
general  practice  they  approve,  are  not  ex- 
pected to  interfere  with  details  of  internal 
management,  which  can  be  settled  by  .medical 
authority  alone.  They  do  not  think  of  going 
into  the  wards,  and  issuing  independent 
orders  to  the  nurses  as  to  the  feeding  and  band- 
aging the  patients,  or  the  ventilation  of  the 
rooms.  A  member,  even  the  chairman  of 
the   Congressional    Committee  on  naval  or 


military  affairs,  does  not  take  it  upon  himself 
to  interfere  in  the  details  of  fitting  out  a  frigate 
or  garrisoning  a  military  post  Yet  I  havt 
seen  just  such  interference  as  this  exercised 
in  the  interior  details  of  libraries,  in  some  of 
whose  departments  the  condition  of  the  work 
has  been  assisted  some  distance  toward  a 
state  of  chaos  by  the  unpractical  and  igno- 
rant interference  of  trustees,  and,  it  must  be 
confessed,  the  want  of  energy  and  decision 
of  the  executive  heads.  I  hope  to  see  the 
day  when  the  legislative  and  executive 
branches  of  the  government  of  a  library  will 
be  as  distinct  in  their  authority  as  the  re- 
spective branches  of  the  State  and  national 
governments,  and  when  it  shall  be  as  much  a 
matter  of  course  for  the  librarian  to  see  and 
maintain  the  limits  of  his  exclusive  authority, 
as  to  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
details  of  his  administration. 

One  of  the  duties  very  often  expected  of  a 
library  expert,  and  one  of  the  most  difficult 
and  least  appreciated,  is  the  training  and 
education  of  local  talent  to  take  his  place  and 
carry  on  the  work  which  he  has  begun.  The 
persons  who  have  it  in  charge  to  open  to 
their  community  a  well-arranged  and  useful 
library,  can  very  seldom  be  made  to  see  that 
one  skilled  permanent  assistant  will  save  the 
institution,  in  actual  dollars  and  cents,  the 
pay  of  two  or  three  ignorant  ones,  who  very 
often  obtain  their  places  through  the  influence 
of  local  politics,  or  the  fear  of  the  trustees 
of  making  themselves  unpopular.  And  this 
raw  material,  often  of  the  most  hopeless 
description,  must  be  worked  over  by  the  un- 
happy expert,  in  the  time,  always  short 
enough,  allowed  for  the  task  of  bringing  the 
library  itself  into  condition  to  be  thrown  open 
to  an  impatient  public,  which  cannot  under- 
stand why  there  is  so  much  work  made  in 
preparing  the  books  to  be  issued.  If  it  knew 
that  the  person  who  expected  to  devote  his 
whole  time  to  the  cataloguing  and  arrange- 
ment of  the  books,  was  obliged  to  spend  half 
of  it  in  keeping  an  infant  school  for  persons 
who,  as  happened  in  one  instance,  do  not 
know  whether  to  spell  Europe  with  a  capital 
£,  or  whether  Washington  Irving  was  a  real 
name  or  not,  the  delay  might  be  more  Intel- 
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ligible.  In  making  an  estimate  of  the  time 
required  to  arrange  a  new,  or,  what  is  worse, 
to  rearrange  an  old  library,  the  question  ^ext 
after,  "  How  many  books  does  your  library 
contain  ?  "  should  be,  '*  How  many  raw  recruits 
am  I  expected  to  drill?"  or  the  expert  will 
find  himself  far  out  in  his  calculation.  It 
takes  a  long  time  enough  to  train  the  most 
promising  subject ;  and  I  believe  it  would  be 
an  actual  pecuniary  saving  to  every  new 
library,  if  its  places  must  be  filled  by  local 
talent,  to  send  some  such  promising  subject 
to  the  Library  School  for  a  year,  at  the  public 
expense ;  its  authorities  would  certainly  find 
out  how  not  to  do  it  for  a  smaller  price  than 
by  the  present  popular  method. 

With  the  increase  in  the  number  of  real 
and  thorough  library  experts,  comes  an  in- 
crease in  liberality  of  the  spirit  in  which  their 
compensation  is  regarded.  The  days  are 
gone  by  when  any  broken-down  editor  or 
clergyman,  or  any  unoccupied  woman,  was 
considered  entirely  competent  to  be  a  libra- 
rian; when  the  librarian  regarded  his  books 
as  his  own  property,  and  resented  any  attempt 
by  any  one  else  to  obtain  one ;  and  when,  as 
in  a  country  town  which  I  know,  the  librarian, 
a  woman  this  time,  could  take  it  upon  herself 
to  force  upon  the  applicants  for  books  such 
as  she  considered  it  proper  for  them  to  read, 
with  the  alternative  of  none  at  all ;  and  gave 
as  a  reason  for  the  delay  in  issuing  some 
anxiously  looked  for  new  books,  that  '*she 
had  not  read  them  herself  yet ;  she  had  had 
too  much  dressmaking  to  do ! "  Such  officers 
as  these  might,  perhaps,  be  considered  amply 
remunerated  by  the  smallest  pittance  which 
would  keep  soul  and  body  together ;  but  that 
old  order  has  changed,  and  the  pay  of  library 
experts  is  steadily  growing  better ;  although 
there  is  still  much  room  for  improvement; 
more,  it  must  be  said,  here  at  the  East,  than 
in  some  places  farther  west,  where  ideas 
seem  to  broaden  as  they  go  toward  the  setting 
sun.  I  believe  that  in  many  a  western  city  or 
town,  where  we  hear  every  month  of  some 
new  library  being  established,  its  trustees 
would  consider  it  disgraceful  to  offer  to  its 
employes  such  prices  for  their  time  and  labor 
as  are  considered  enough  for  skilled  work  in 


some  of  our  old-established  eastern  libraries, 
where  one  would  think  the  sun  of  enlighten- 
ment should  have  risen  the  highest    It  was 
an  old  joke  in  a  place  where  I  once  was,  that 
the  laboring  men,  who  were  employed  to  move 
the  books  in  some  grand  house-cleaning  con- 
vulsion, did  not  know  enough  to  set  them 
right  side  up,  and  were  paid  therefor  three 
times  the  price  per  hour  of  the  persons  who 
catalogued  them.    Without   going   into  the 
question  of  women's  rights,  for  which  this  is 
not  the  place,  and  of  which  I  am  not  a  spe- 
cially zealous  apostle,   I  must  say,  that    it 
seems  to  me  a  relic  of  barbarism,  that  intel- 
lectual work,  if  it  happens  to  be  a  woman's,  is 
worse  paid  than  the  manual  labor  of  the  man 
who  carries  up  and  down  stairs  books  which 
the  woman  must  be  acquainted  with  two  or 
three  languages  to  catalogue.    In  one  library 
with  which  I  am  acquainted,  there  are  women 
whose    experience,  faithfulness,    knowledge, 
and   general  efficiency  render  them  almost 
indispensable  in  the  economy  of  their  depart- 
ments ;  and  their  pay  is  less  than  half  that  of 
men  who  might  depart  any  day  and  hardly  be 
missed.    I   remember  remarking  on  the  in- 
justice of  such  an  arrangement,  and  being 
answered  in  perfect  seriousness,  "But  you 
know  that  young  man  may  want  to  get  married 
some  day!"    It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  it 
was  not  a  woman  who  brought  forward  this 
weighty  argument,  which    certainly  had    as 
much  effect  as  another  in  silencing  me.    It  is 
easy  for  such  people  to  say  that  if  women  do 
not  like  their  pay,  they  need  not  do  the  work. 
That  is  exactly  the  principle  which  some  of 
us  are  trying  to  maintain.    I   have    myself 
more  than  once  refused  work  which  I  should 
have  enjoyed  exceedingly,  because  the  com- 
pensation offered  was  so  absurdly  out  of  pro- 
portion to  the  ability  and  labor  expected.    It 
was  not  that  I  could  not  afford  to  do  it;  I 
could  have  afforded  it  in  a  money  point  of 
view  perfectly  well ;  but  I  did  not  choose  to 
cheapen  the  work  by  performing  it  for  less 
than  a  fair  price.    I  am  willing  to  do  mis- 
sionary work,  and  have  done  it,  but  it  must  be 
for  real  objects  of  charity,  and  not  for  im- 
postors.   I  believe  there  is  no  other  profession 
in  which  so  much  caprice,  inconsistency,  and 
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injustice  is  exercised  toward  its  experts ;  and 
I  think  the  cause  lies  in  the  absolute  ignorance 
of  people  in  general  of  the  details  and  value  of 
careful  library  work.  People  whose  first  idea 
is  to  obtain  a  cheap  librarian,  will  probably  be 
perfectly  satisfied  with  cheap  work ;  although 
we  all  know  perfectly  well  that  the  one  is  by 
no  means  a  natural  consequence  of  the  other. 
In  no  other  profession  is  there  more  enthu- 


siasm, faithfulness,  and  absence  of  self-seeking 
than  in  ours.  And  I  hope,  as  every  year 
sends  out  a  fresh  class  of  devotees,  armed 
and  equipped  for  the  task  of  making  them- 
selves experts,  that  much  of  the  injustice  of 
which  we  complain  may  disappear.  At  pres- 
ent, the  best  advice  I  can  give  the  student  is 
in  the  words  of  Horace  Greeley,  **  Go  West, 
young  woman,  go  West ! " 


2j^^  For  the  discussion  of  this  paper  see  Proceedings  (Fifth  session). 
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[Mr.  Soule  said,  in  introduction,  that  on  having 
this  topic  assigned  to  him,  he  had  found  there 
was  little  or  nothing  relating  to  it  in  existing 
library  literature.  It  seemed  necessary,  therefore, 
to  treat  it  in  an  elementary  manner. 

In  considering  the  subject,  it  became  apparent 
that  there  were  many  kinds  of  trustees,  with  vary- 
ing relations  to  their  libraries.  To  make  the 
treatment  practical,  it  appeared  best  to  exclude 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  State,  college,  and 
proprietary  libraries,  and  of  trusts  established  by 
private  benefaction,  and  to  con^e  attention  to 
the  most  numerous  class;  that  is,  free  public 
libraries. 

And  as  any  essay  on  library  affairs  is  valuable 
in  proportion  to  the  extent  and  variety  of  expe- 
rience it  embodies,  the  first  draft  of  this  paper 
was  shown  to  the  librarians  or  trustees  of  a  large 
number  of  libraries  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  and  has  been  considerably  modified  and 
developed  in  accordance  with  their  suggestions.] 

This  paper  considers  the  constitution  of 
elective  boards  of  trustees  of  free  public 
libraries,  intrusted  with  the  appointment  of 
librarians  and  full  control  of  their  libraries. 

The  subject  can  be  naturally  treated  under 
the  following  heads:  Size  of  the  board; 
term  of  office;  qualifications  for  the  position; 
duties,  individual  and  collective;  organiza- 
tion ;  and  relations  with  the  librarian. 

I.    Size  of  the  Board. 

The  weight  of  opinion  seems  to  be  in  favor 
of  small  boards ;  and  in  small  towns,  where 
the  duties  are  light,  three  trustees  will  usually 
work  more  harmoniously  and  effectively  than 
a  larger  number.  But  in  large  towns  and 
cities  a  more  numerous  board  has  two  advan- 
tages—  there  is  more  chance  of  securing 
among  its  members  one  or  two  men  who  are 


exceptionally  active,  intelligent,  judicious,  and 
interested  in  library  science ;  and  the  board 
may  be  made  more  thoroughly  representative 
of  different  sections  of  the  town  and  different 
elements  in  the  population. 

2.    Term  of  Office. 

The  usual  and  undoubtedly  the  best  com- 
position of  a  board  of  library  trustees  is  to 
divide  it  into  groups,  one  group  going  out  of 
office  each  year.  This  provision  secures  sta- 
bility by  preventing  sudden  changes  of  the 
whole  board  by  intrigue  or  popular  caprice, 
and  is  intended  to  allow  opportunity  for 
gradual  change  whenever  it  is  needed. 

But  does  this  provision  alone  insure  suffi- 
cient change  to  prevent  stagnation?  The 
position  of  trustee  of  a  library  is  so  pleasant 
and  honorable,  that  the  incumbent  may  wish 
to  retain  it  indefinitely.  The  men  selected  as 
trustees  may  be  personally  so  worthy  and 
popular  that  their  townsmen  are  reluctant  to 
retire  them  compulsorily,  even  when  the  feel- 
ing is  prevalent  that  others  might  serve  more 
acceptably.  To  effect  a  change  under  such 
circumstances  requires  an  effort  approaching 
revolution,  with  danger  of  that  discord  and 
bad  feeling  which  are  so  unfortunate  in 
library  management. 

Would  it  not  be  wise,  in  view  of  this  pos- 
sible danger,  to  follow  the  example  of  the 
graduates  of  Harvard  College  in  electing 
overseers,  and  provide  by  law  that  no  trustee 
shall  hold  office  for  more  than  (say)  three 
successive  terms  of  three  years,  or  nine  years 
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in  all  ?  While  a  library  might  thus  lose  occa- 
sionally an  active  and  efficient  trustee  (who 
could  still  be  reelected  after  being  only  a 
year  out  of  office),  would  it  not  gain  much 
more  than  it  could  lose,  in  keeping  that  close 
contact  with  popular  needs  and  with  new 
ideas,  which  is  so  healthy  and  stimulating  in 
the  management  of  all  public  institutions  ? 

3.    Qualifications  for  the  Position. 

The  ideal  qualifications  for  a  trustee  of  a 
public  library  (a  fair  education  and  love  of 
books  being  taken  for  granted)  might^be  sum- 
marized somewhat  thus :  — 

Sound  character ;  good  judgment  and  com- 
mon-sense ;  public  spirit ;  capacity  for  work ; 
literary  taste ;  representative  fitness. 

Men  of  character  and  position  in  the  com- 
munity are  usually  selected  as  trustees ;  but 
it  may  be  assumed  somewhat  too  confidently 
that,  because  a  man  has  been  prominent  in 
political  or  business  or  social  circles,  he  will 
make  a  good  trustee.  It  is  a  mistake  to  put 
in  such  a  position  any  man  who  has  outlived 
his  public  spirit  and  energy. 

Literary  taste  is  placed  low  on  this  list  of 
qualifications,  because  in  any  administrative 
position,  even  in  connection  with  a  library, 
capacity  and  willingness  to  work,  united  with 
common-sense  and  a  fair  education,  are  much 
more  useful  than  a  taste  for  literature  with- 
out the  practical  qualities.  And  of  the  differ- 
ent grades  of  literary  taste,  general  culture 

and  a  wide  range  of  reading  are  generally 
more  serviceable  to  a  public  library  than  the 
knowledge  of  the  scholar  or  the  specialist. 

In  selecting  men  of  prominence  for  trus- 
tees, there  is  danger  of  excluding  too  rigidly 
the  younger  men  who  might  contribute  to  the 
strength  and  efficiency  of  the  board.  There 
is  so  much  activity  and  progress  in  the 
library  work  of  this  generation,  that  the 
adage  "  Old  men  for  counsel,  young  men  for 
action,"  is  not  wholly  inapplicable  to  the 
choice  of  trustees,  whose  work  requires  coun- 
sel and  action  in  nearly  equal  degrees. 

With  a  large  board  it  would  seem  wise  to 
select  members  with  some  reference  to  repre- 
sentation of  different  sections  of  the  town, 
and  different  occupations,  interests,  or  nation- 


alities among  the  inhabitants.  This  tends  to 
prevent  dissatisfaction,  and  to  adapt  the  pur- 
chase of  books  and  the  general  policy  of  the 
library  to  the  needs  of  the  whole  community, 
rather  than  to  the  wishes  of  special  classes. 

Neither  politics  nor  religious  opinion 
should  of  course  enter  into  the  choice  of 
library  trustees,  except  so  far  as  it  is  unwise 
to  constitute  a  board  exclusively  from  one 
party  or  from  one  denomination. 

4.    Duties,  Individual  and  Collective. 

As  an  individual,  the  trustee  of  a  public 
library  ought  to  realize  that  he  holds  a  high 
and  sacred  trust  from  the  people;  that  he 
has  been  elected  to  preserve  and  extend  the 
privileges  and  benefits  afforded  by  the  library 
in  its  modem  development  as  "  The  People's 
University;"  that  library  science  is  not  to 
be  comprehended  by  intuition,  but  can  be 
learned  only  by  intelligent  observation  and 
study ;  and  that  he  has  no  right  to  accept  or 
hold  the  position  unless  he  can  take  a  lively 
interest  in  the  library,  be  constant  in  attend* 
ance  at  meetings  and  diligent  in  committee 
work,  keep  himself  informed  of  the  current  of 
library  ideas  by  reading  every  number  of  the 
Library  journal^  and,  if  possible,  by  visiting 
other  libraries  than  his  own,  and  watch 
keenly  the  tastes  and  requirements  of  the 
constituency  he  represents. 

The  collective  duties  of  the  board  include 
the  care  of  investments  and  funds,  the  care- 
ful and  economical  supervision  of  expendi- 
tures, the  determination  of  the  policy  of  the  li- 
brary toward  the  public  and  in  its  interior  ad- 
ministration, the  general  direction  of  the 
choice  and  purchase  of  books,  the  selection 
of  the  librarian  and  his  assistants,  constant 
and  critical  observation  of  their  work,  occa- 
sional reckoning  up  of  work  done  and  prog- 
ress made,  comparison  of  results  with  those 
reached  in  other  libraries,  as  a  confirmation 
of  merits  and  a  corrective  for  errors ;  and 
such  active  work  of  detail  as  will  assist  the 
librarian  in  performing  his  duties. 

5.    Organization. 

A  large  board  ordinarily  transacts  business 
through  a  chairmain,  a  secretary,  a  treasurer, 
and  one  or  more  committees. 
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The  chairman  has  few  active  duties,  but  the 
position  requires  judgment  in  appointing  com- 
mittees, and  tact  in  conducting  meetings.  The 
place  is  perhaps  the  highest  public  honor  in 
small  towns,  and  is  usually  and  properly  given 
to  some  trustee  eminent  for  character  and 
public  services. 

In  Mr.  Perkins's  article,  "How  to  make 
Town  Libraries  Successful,"  in  the  "  Govern- 
ment Report  of  1876  on  Public  Libraries,"  it 
is  suggested  that  the  librarian  should  act  as 
secretary  to  the  board  of  trustees ;  but,  aside 
from  the  fact  that  he  usually  has  more  than 
enough  work  to  do  in  his  own  department,  is 
it  not  at  least  doubtful  whether  an  official, 
whose  conduct  may  at  any  time  be  a  proper 
subject  for  confidential  discussion  before  the 
board,  should  serve  as  their  secretary,  and  so 
be  obliged  to  be  present  throughout  all  meet- 
ings ?  The  duties  of  a  secretary  may  properly 
provide  occupation  for  some  member  of  the 
board. 

The  treasurer,  if  he  holds  funds  in  his 
hands,  should  always  be  put  under  bond.  No 
matter  how  trustworthy  he  may  be,  it  is  a 
sound  principle  that  no  official  should  handle 
public  money  without  giving  bond.  His  suc- 
cessor may  not  be  so  careful  or  so  honest, 
and,  unless  the  precedent  is  established  while 
the  danger  of  loss  seems  small,  it  will  be  dif- 
ficult and  invidious  to  insist  upon  a  bond 
when  occasion  may  require  it.  If  no  trustee 
is  willing  to  accept  the  position  of  treasurer 
with  bond,  it  is  usually  possible  to  leave  the 
library  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  already 
bonded  town  treasurer,  and  draw  on  them  as 
needed  to  pay  bills. 

As  to  committees,  it  is  better  to  have  as 
many  as  can  be  actively  employed,  in  order  to 
enlist  the  codperation  or  advice  of  every 
trustee.  In  large  boards,  even  with  small  li- 
braries, four  standing  committees  can  find  oc- 
cupation; namely,  executive,  book,  finance, 
and  progress. 

The  executive  committee  can  take  charge 
of  the  daily  work  of  the  library,  of  purchases, 
and  of  the  care  of  the  building.  They  should 
be  efficient  men,  with  prompt  business  habits, 
with  an  active  interest  in  tht  library,  with 
leisure  to  attend  to  their  duties  during  library 


hours,  and  with  sufficient  discretion  to  sift  and 
formulate  business  to  be  presented  at  the 
meetings  of  the  trustees.  While  discharging 
their  executive  duties  promptly  and  thor- 
oughly, they  ought  to  be  careful  not  to  assume 
too  much  of  the  power  and  responsibility 
which  properly  belong  to  the  full  board,  whose 
will  they  are  appointed  to  execute. 

[In  very  large  libraries,  these  duties  of  an 
executive  committee  are  sometimes  subdivided 
among  additional  committees  on  building  and 
grounds,  on  purchase  of  supplies,  on  reading- 
room,  and  so  on,  as  different  departments  in- 
crease in  importance.] 

Inasmuch  as  the  range  of  reading,  the 
literary  taste,  and  the  critical  faculty,  which 
qualify  a  man  to  select  books  for  popular  use, 
are  not  necessarily  united  with  executive 
ability,  it  will  often  be  best  to  intrust  the 
choice  of  books  to  a  book  committee,  selected 
for  that  purpose  alone.  This  is  a  sufficiently 
important  duty  to  occupy  all  the  spare  time 
of  a  committee,  even  where  the  initiative  is 
taken  by  the  librarian,  and  appeal  on  doubt- 
ful points  is  made  to  the  full  board. 

The  duties  of  a  finance  committee  are  often 
confined  to  a  perfunctory  and  occasional  ex- 
amination of  accounts,  but  they  may  be  made 
very  important.  To  make  and  watch  invest- 
ments, to  provide  that  money  on  deposit  shall 
always  draw  the  best  interest,  to  see  that 
purchases  of  books  and  supplies  are  made  on 
the  most  favorable  terms,  to  keep  close  watch 
on  all  the  controllable  expenditures,|to  exam- 
ine and  verify  bills,  and  to  audit  carefully  the 
treasurer's  accounts,  will  give  full  employ- 
ment to  a  good  committee  of  business  men. 

In  addition  to  these  obviously  useful  com- 
mittees, there  is  another, —  a  "  Committee  on 
Library  Progress," — which  may  often  serve 
to  increase  the  activity  and  efficiency  of  the 
library.  Constituted  from  among  the  younger 
or  more  active  men,  and  from  those  trustees 
who  can  find  opportunity  for  visiting  other 
libraries,  such  a  committee  can  do  good  work 
in  watching  the  experiments  made  elsewhere ; 
in  placing  before  the  board  information  in 
regard  to  improved  methods  of  library  work ; 
in  comparing  the  library  with  other  libraries 
similarly  situated;  and  in  encouraging  their 
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own  librarian,  if  he  be  progressive,  or  in 
stimulating  him,  if  too  conservative.  In 
short,  such  a  committee,  if  both  active  and 
wise,  could  keep  even  the  smallest  town 
library  in  the  full  tide  of  modern  progress. 

It  will  be  best  not  to  leave  too  much  dis- 
cretion or  power  permanently  to  any  com- 
mittee, but  to  require  all  committees  to 
report  their  acts  and  plans  frequently  for  the 
approval  or  criticism  of  the  full  board. 

6.    Relations  with  the  Librarian. 

The  relations  of  the  trustees  with  the  libra- 
rian will  vary  greatly  according  to  circum- 
stances. Some  general  principles  may  be 
suggested,  subject  always  to  **  the  exceptions 
which  prove  the  rule." 

First  of  all,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  trustees  are  the  responsible  managers  of 
the  library,  and  that  so  far  as  they  choose  to 
act,  the  librarian  is  only  their  agent,  bound  in 
honor  to  carry  out  their  wishes  promptly, 
thoroughly,  and  cheerfully. 

If  they  are  fortunate  enough,  however,  to 
have  a  first-class  librarian,  with  superior  abil- 
ity, training,  knowledge,  energy,  wisdom,  and 
tact,  the  trustees  ought  to  leave  the  manage- 
ment of  the  library  practically  to  him,  work- 
ing only  to  lighten  his  labors  and  strengthen 
his  hands. 

But  if — as  sometimes  may  happen — the 
librarian  has  human  limitations,  and  while 
strong  in  some  directions  is  weak  in  others, 
it  is  the  part  of  the  trustees  to  try  to  supple- 
ment, without  impeding,  his  abilities.  If, 
after  ascertaining  his  limitations,  they  decide 
that  he  is  the  best  librarian  they  can  get, 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  they 
should  note  in  what  lines  he  needs  help,  and 
select  for  committees  the  trustees  best  fitted 


to  do  that  part  of  library  work  which  he  can- 
not satisfactorily  perform. 

If,  however,  the  librarian  has  executive 
ability,  it  will  be  wise  for  the  trustees  to  let 
him  control  the  selection,  management,  and 
dismissal  of  all  his  assistants ;  if  he  has  good 
judgment  and  what  may  be  called  "the  libra- 
rian's faculty,"  it  will  be  wise  to  let  him 
arrange  the  methods  and  details  of  library 
work ;  if  he  has  literary  taste,  it  will  be  espe- 
cially wise  to  allow  him  at  least  the  initiative 
in  the  choice  and  purchase  of  books,  for  he  has 
(or  ought  to  have)  constant  contact  with  the  pub- 
lic and  an  intelligent  knowledge  of  their  wants. 

Although  it  may  not  be  considered  best  for 
the  librarian  to  act  as  their  secretary,  the 
trustees  should  take  him  into  their  confidence, 
consult  him  freely,  and  invite  his  presence 
during  some  part  of  each  board  meeting  and 
of  all  committee  meetings  where  his  advice 
might  be  of  service.  The  librarian  can  prop- 
erly reciprocate  by  allowing  the  board  and 
the  committees  frequent  opportunities  for 
private  conference  and  "executive  session," 
unembarrassed  by  his  presence. 

In  brief,  while  the  trustees  cannot  forget 
that  they  control  both  library  and  librarian, 
they  should  remember  that  the  librarian  is 
chosen  to  be  their  expert  adviser  and  their 
executive  officer,  and,  so  long  as  he  fills  these 
positions  satisfactorily,  they  ought  not  to 
hamper  or  interfere  with,  so  much  as  to 
assist  and  sustain  him  by  their  actions. 

The  relations  of  an  active  librarian  with  an 
active  board  of  trustees  demand  discretion 
and  consideration  on  both  sides.  But  if  the 
librarian  is  sensible,  and  not  too  sensitive, 
and  the  trustees  are  reasonably  harmonious 
and  judicious,  the  cooperation  herein  outlined 
may  be  carried  out  with  success. 
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LIBRARY  WORK  FROM  THE  TRUSTEES'  STANDPOINT. 


BY  REV.  J.  C.  LEARNED,   PRESIDENT  OF  THE  ST.   LOUIS  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


A  N  old  play  has  it  that  "  trustees  are  not  to 
"^^  be  trifled  with,"  and,  as  they  are  not  only 
allowed  but  invited  to  come  among  the  libra- 
rians to  assert  their  rights  and  their  authority, 
why  should  they  not  do  it  vigorously  ?  Did 
they  not  originate  the  librarian  ?  '*  Shall  the 
thing  formed  say  to  him  that  formed  it,  *  Why 
hast  thou  made  me  thus  ? ' " 

Yet  to  assume  such  creative  power  must 
load  us  down  with  responsibilities  —  greater, 
I  fear,  than  some  of  us  have  joyfully  accepted. 
In  fact,  do  not  trustees  incline,  as  a  rule,  to 
throw  too  much  of  the  burden  of  library  ad- 
ministration upon  the  librarian?  If  the  in- 
cumbent of  this  office  is  fairly  willing  and  ca- 
pable, is  he  not  suffered  to  do  pretty  much  as 
he^  pleases,  except  it  may  be  with  regard  to 
such  large  measures  as  the  construction  of 
buildings  and  the  management  of  investments/ 

Proportioned  to  the  authority  of  trustees, 
however,  is  their  responsibility.  To  whom 
much  is  given,  of  them  much  is  required.  And 
the  position  of  the  better  sort  of  trustee  valu- 
able to  the  best  work  of  the  librarian,  is  not 
that  sinecure  seat  sometimes  depicted.  He 
must  constantly  stand  as  the  able  and  ready 
adviser  of  the  librarian,  and  for  the  honor  and 
defence  of  the  library.  He  will  be  made  the 
court  of  ultimate  appeal  in  many  matters,  both 
practical  and  curious.  He  will  receive  letters 
from  all  sorts  of  people,  some  with  gifts  in 
their  hands,  and  some  with  complaints  on 
their  lips ;  some  seeking  favors,  possible  and 
impossible.  Col.  Higginson's  humorous  way, 
recently,  of  introducing  Phillips  Brooks^as  the 
man  whom  nobody  in  the  Cambridge  library 
could  find  out  the  height  of,  until  at  last  the 
inquiry  was  brought  to  him  as  trustee  to  an- 
swer, may  illustrate  the  point. 

Lately  an  article  in  one  of  the  English 
reviews  treats  of  the  "Perils  of  Trustees." 
And  while  no  statute  makes  us  responsible, — 
as  innocent  parties  were  held  to  be  under 
British  law,  in  the  failure  of  the  Glasgow 


Bank, — yet  the  library  trustee  carries  risks, 
both  moral  and  financial,  and  the  place  should 
be  offered  to  none  who  will  not  give  it  a  bona- 
fide  service.  There  is  no  room  for  a  mere 
figure-head  or  ornamental  name  on  a  working 
library  board.  Every  member  of  a  directory, 
rightly  organized,  should  take  his  share  in 
the  administration,  and  have  some  knowledge 
of  what  goes  on  in  the  library  world. 

It  is  true  there  have  been  instances  where 
some  ambitious  and  irrepressible  spirit  has 
exceeded  his  official  duties  and  privileges; 
has  been  disposed  to  dictate  the  whole  policy 
of  the  library,  reducing  the  librarian's  office 
to  that  of  a  mere  secretary.  I  knew  a  direc- 
tor in  a  large  library  who  resigned  because 
he  could  not  buy  the  books  and  write  all  the 
reports.  He  hungered  for  more  to  do.  But 
I  have  known  more  than  one  to  keep  himself 
as  far  away  from  the  board  as  possible,  after 
one  or  two  sessions  of  three  or  four  hours 
each,  in  the  necessary  deliberations  of  the 
book  committee. 

Edward  Everett  Hale  says  that  the  great 
essential  for  the  directors  or  trustees  of  any 
institution  is,  that  they  "keep  their  end  in 
sight,"  as  Dr.  Watts's  hymn  reads.  If  it  is  an 
institution  to  help  old  women,  or  save  poor 
children,  or  find  situations  for  the  idle,  does 
it  really  do  it  ?  Or  is  it  so  taken  up  with  the 
mechanism  of  the  concern,  so  absorbed  and 
happy  over  methods  and  details,  that  it  loses 
sight  of  the  object  ?  This  is  especially  to  be 
considered  in  the  management  of  a  public 
library.  What  is  the  library  for?  Is  it  ac- 
complishing its  work  ?  Is  it  doing  its  utmost 
to  promote  the  virtue,  refinement,  and  intelli- 
gence of  the  community  ? 

A  library  may  be  likened  to  a  bank  where 
literary  reserves  are  kept.  It  is  organized  to 
promote  the  circulation  of  a  sound  literary 
currency.  The  directors  must  see  to  it  that, 
though  there  may  be  counterfeit  and  worth- 
less   money  in   the  vaults,  the    cashier  or 
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librarian  must  pay  over  the  counter  for  gen- 
eral circulation  such  only  as  will  maintain 
the  institution's  standard  of  credit  and  con- 
fidence in  the  community.  The  gold  basis 
must  be  maintained,  and  no  *<  wild-cat "  bills 
pass  out  through  the  window. 

It  grows  increasingly  evident  that  very  few 
libraries  in  the  world  can  indulge  in  the 
luxury  or  license  of  buying  all  books  written. 
The  ambition  to  supply  any  man  with  any 
work  he  calls  for  must  therefore  be  held  in 
check.  Thus  it  becomes  increasingly  impor- 
tant that  much  care  and  deliberation  be 
exercised  in  the  choice  of  books  to  be 
bought,  whether  to  complete  deficient  depart- 
ments or  for  the  daily  circulation.  The  pur- 
chase of  poor  books  makes  a  market  for  poor 


authorship.  Hereafter,  less  than  ever  should 
libraries  be  the  dumping  place  for  indiscreet 
publishers,  for  questionable  or  incompetent 
authors.  The  public  library  exists  for  civili- 
zation; that  is,  for  moral  ends.  It  is  the 
record  and  histor)'  of  civilization,  as  well  as 
the  ally  of  progress.  It  is  *'the  friend  and 
helper  of  all  those  who  seek  to  live  in  the 
spirit."  For  this  reason,  therefore,  the  char- 
acter of  the  books  in  a  library  is  of  more 
importance  than  mere  numbers;  and  the 
value  of  a  library  to  the  community  may  be 
imperfectly  shown  by  the  statistics  of  circu- 
lation. No  aim  can  be  higher,  however,  than 
having  a  good  library,  to  make  its  resources 
known,  and  to  multiply  readers  in  the  remotest 
and  obscurest  parts  of  our  towns  and  cities. 


THE  DUTIES  OF    TRUSTEES  AND    THEIR    RELATIONS    TO 

LIBRARIANS. 


BY  SAMUEL    SWETT  GREEN,  LIBRARIAN  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  WORCESTER,  MASS. 


TN  the  symposium  in  which  we  are  now 
engaged,  I  understand  that  I  am  to  con- 
sider the  subject  which  we  are  talking  about 
from  the  standpoint  of  a  librarian. 

The  position  can  be  stated  in  a  few  words. 

A  librarian  should  be  regarded  as  holding 
relations  to  his  trustees  similar  to  those  held 
by  the  agent  of  a  factory  or  the  cashier  of  a 
bank  to  the  governing  board  of  the  factory  or 
bank. 

Some  cashiers  and  some  agents  have  more 
power  than  others.  The  power  conferred 
depends  upon  the  knowledge,  training,  expe- 
rience, industry,  enterprise,  good  judgment, 
and  ability  of  persons  holding  such  positions. 

If  the  board  of  trustees  of  a  library  is  more 
competent  to  manage  its  affairs  than  the 
librarian,  and  if  it  is  ready  to  give  the  time 
that  is  necessary  to  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  management,  it  has  a  perfect  right 
to  do  so,  and  the  librarian  need  then  be  only 
a  clerk. 

So,  too,  if  on  any  board  of  directors  there 
is  one  man  of  leisure  who  has  especial 
qualifications  for  conducting  the  affairs  of  a 
Kbrary,  the  board  may  delegate  to  him  the 


performance  of  the  more  intellectual  portions 
of  the  work  of  a  librarian. 

Even,  however,  in  such  cases  as  those  the 
individuality  of  the  librarian  should  be  con- 
sidered, because,  although  his  position  may 
be  very  humble,  yet  he  can  do  better  work  if 
allowed  to  work  in  his  own  way,  rather  than 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  rules 
laid  down  by  others  which  he  is  required 
to  strictly  observe. 

When  a  librarian  is  accomplished,  it  will 
be  found  wise  for  a  board  of  trustees  or 
directors  to  ascertain  his  views  on  most  sub- 
jects before  acting,  and  it  will  generally 
appear  manifest  that  it  is  well  to  give  very 
careful  consideration  to  those  views. 

A  board  which  encourages  its  librarian  to 
initiate  measures,  will  administer  its  trust 
more  satisfactorily  than  it  can  if  it  reduces 
him  to  the  position  of  a  mere  executive  offi- 
cer, who  is  only  to  carry  out  the  plans  which 
it  has  formed. 

I  should  say  that  the  wisest  course  for  a 
board  of  trustees  to  pursue  is  to  let  a  good 
librarian  do  pretty  much  as  he  thinks  best, 
only  keeping  a  watchful  eye  on  him  for  the 
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purpose  of  seeing  that  things  are  not  going 
wrong  under  his  conduct  of  affairs.  It  is 
better,  generally  speaking,  for  a  board  to 
change  its  librarian  than  to  undertake  to  man- 
age matters,  unless  its  members  are  willing 
to  give  much  time  and  thought  to  the  subject. 

Mr.  Greenough,  at  that  time  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library,  said  to  me,  just  after  Mr. 
Winsor  gave  up  his  position  of  Superintend- 
ent of  that  library,  that  he  wished  in  his 
successor  the  qualities  of  a  librarian  (using 
that  designation  in  a  restricted  sense)  and  not 
those  of  a  superintendent,  and  that  the  title 
of  the  new  officer  would  be  librarian  and  not 
superintendent. 

Mr.  Greenough  had  had  a  long  connection 
with  the  Boston  Public  Library  as  a  trustee 
and  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  felt  that  he  knew,  better  than  any  person 
whose  services  the  library  was  likely  to 
secure,  how  to  conduct  its  affairs. 

Judge  Chamberlain,  Mr.  Winsor's  succes- 
sor, accepted  the  situation,  and  stated  in  an 
early  report,  in  substance,  that  the  duty  of  a 
librarian  is  merely  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of 
the  board  of  trustees. 

But  Mr.  Greenough  became  disabled  after 
a  while,  and  Judge  Chamberlain  gained  expe- 
rience ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that,  during  the 
latter  portion  of  the  short  time  which  he  was 
connected  with  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
he  found  that  in  the  long  run  a  librarian  must 
take  upon  himself  the  lion*s  share  in  the 
entire  management  of  a  library.  Now  that 
Judge  Chamberlain  has  resigned  his  place, 
the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  Library 
are  understood  to  be  looking  around  for  an 
accomplished  superintendent. 

The  ideal  executive  head  of  a  large  public 
library  —  let  me  say  it  emphatically  —  should 
have  the  qualifications  of  both  librarian  and 
superintendent.  Perhaps,  in  the  case  of  some 
of  the  largest  libraries,  it  is  well  to  have  both 
a  superintendent  and  a  librarian;  but  when 
such  a  distribution  of  duties  becomes  desir- 
able, it  is  certain  that  the  superintendent 
should  have  something  of  the  spirit  of  a  libra- 
rian, and  as  much  of  his  technical  knowledge 
as  possible,  and  that  the  librarian  should  be 


often  consulted  in  regard  to  questions  of 
management,  and  have,  himself,  no  mean 
qualifications  as  an  executive  officer. 

A  good  librarian  should  be  allowed  to  make 
experiments  (observing,  of  course,  reasonable 
limits),  without  consulting  the  board  of  trus- 
tees, with  the  purpose  of  satisfying  himself 
as  to  the  desirability  and  feasibility  of  adopt- 
ing new  methods,  and  of  obtaining  evi- 
dence that  will  enable  the  board  to  form 
intelligent  opinions  in  regard  to  the  value  of 
changes  recommended  by  him. 

Experiments  may  often  be  undert2iken,  with 
good  prospect  of  success,  by  persons  familiar 
with  kinds  of  work  which  a  board  of  trustees, 
unacquainted  with  such  kinds  of  work,  would 
not  care  to  try,  but  which,  nevertheless,  it  is 
very  important  should  be  tried. 

A  librarian  should  have  the  appointment  of 
his  assistants  in  his  own  hands,  and  should 
himself  consult  heads  of  departments  in  the 
choice  of  persons  to  serve  under  them. 

He  should  be  allowed  to  buy  such  books  as 
are  needed  between  meetings  of  library  com- 
mittees and  boards  of  trustees,  just  as  a 
trusted  cashier  is  permitted  to  loan  money  to 
a  bank's  customers  between  meetings  of  its 
board  of  directors.  Both  the  librarian  and 
the  cashier  should,  of  course,  give  an  account 
of  such  proceedings  to  the  committee  or 
board  over  him  at  the  meeting  next  after  the 
transactions. 

Generally  speaking,  a  competent  librarian 
should  be  allowed  large  freedom,  and  held 
responsible  for  wisdom  in  management. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  board  of  trustees 
should  insist  upon  the  observance  by  the 
librarian  of  such  forms  as  have  been  adopted 
as  safeguards. 

While  it  should  aUow  much  liberty  to  its 
executive  officer,  it  should  also  see  to  it  that 
he  keeps  the  machinery,  by  which  work  is 
done,  in  order ;  so  that,  if  in  the  exercise  of 
a  careful  oversight,  it  shall  become  advisable 
at  any  time  for  it  to  resume  the  power  con- 
ferred on  the  librarian,  it  may  be  able  to  do 
it  promptly. 

Trustees  and  directors  may  render  ser- 
vices of  the  greatest  value  to  libraries  and 
librarians. 
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Not  long  ago  I  had  upon  my  board  of 
directors  an  influential  member,  who  used  to 
say  regularly  at  the  first  meeting,  after  new 
men  came  on  it,  "Gentlemen,  our  only  duty 
is  to  support  the  librarian." 

That  is  saying  too  much,  certainly.  It  is, 
however,  the  duty  of  a  board  of  trustees  to 
second  heartily  a  librarian  in  his  efforts  to 
make  his  administration  energetic,  useful, 
and  progressive,  and  to  do  all  that  it  can  to 
secure  patient  and  generous  consideration  by 
town  and  city  governments,  and  by  citizens, 
of  all  wise  measures  which  he  may  adopt. 

Trustees  are  very  influential  in  working 
Individually  to  obtain  for  a  library  the  sup- 
port in  money  which  is  needed. 

They  can  be  of  great  service  in  showing 
their  appreciation  of  good  work  done  by  the 
librarian,  by  word  and  act. 

It  is  almost  too  much  to  expect  of  a  board 
of  trustees  that  it  should  look  out  to  see  to  it 
that  a  librarian  receive  a  proper  salary,  and 
that  his  compensation  be  increased  as  his 
services  grow  in  value,  without  being  re- 
minded that  remuneration  is  inadequate  by  a 
communication  from  that  officer.  Still  it  is 
very  desirable  that,  when  a  communication 
is  made,  it  should  be  sympathetically  con- 
sidered, and  that  members  of  the  board 
should  point  out  to  one  another  the  excel- 
lence of  the  services  rendered  by  the  libra- 
rian instead  of  expecting  him  to  enlarge  upon 
their  value  himself. 

It  should  be  understood,  also,  that  it  is  a 
librarian's  duty  to  state  fully  the  worth  of  the 
services  of  his  assistants,  and  seek  adequate 
compensation  for  them. 

A  board  of  trustees  can  do  much,  and 
should  always  do  as  much  as  possible,  to 
keep  the  interests  of  a  library  and  of  a  libra- 
rian from  being  sacrificed  to  supposed  exigen- 
cies of  politics. 

In  some  portions  of  the  country  the  ap- 
pointment and  removal  of  librarians  for  politi- 
cal reasons  has  become  a  scandal. 

A  board  of  trustees  owes  it  to  its  librarian 
to  protect  him  from  the  vagaries  of  impracti- 
cable men  who  may  by  some  chance  become 
members  of  the  board. 

For  example,  it  should  quietly  vote  down 


unwise  propositions,  as  they  are  made  by 
fussy  or  narrow  men ;  by  those  persons  who, 
while  they  are  self-confident,  are  also  igno- 
rant ;  by  men  who  are  so  constituted  as  always 
to  oppose  or  hold  back,  or  go  ahead  reck- 
lessly; and  by  such  persons  as  wish  to  have 
a  hand  in  doing  everything  which  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  librarian  to  do,  and  yet  are  un- 
willing to  give  any  time  or  thought  to  the 
conduct  of  affairs. 

There  is  a  tendency  in  many  boards  of  trus- 
tees, when  a  single  member  is  urgent  in  oppo- 
sition to  some  measure  proposed  by  a  libra- 
rian, and  the  other  members  have  no  positive 
opinions  regarding  the  matter,  to  yield  to  the 
objector. 

Such  opposition  may  afford  a  proper  excuse 
for  delay,  but  should  not  be  allowed  to  be- 
come permanently  efficacious  in  preventing 
the  execution  of  a  project,  without  the  libra- 
rian has  been  given  ample  opportunities  for 
explaining  the  grounds  of  his  recommenda- 
tion. The  librarian  should  always  be  treated 
as  a  cooperator,  and  not  as  an  unintelligent 
servant.  It  would  always  be  unwise  in  him 
to  press  the  adoption  of  measures  until  their 
wisdom  is  generally  recognized  by  the  trus- 
tees. Still  his  reasons  for  advising  action 
should  be  ascertained  and  duly  considered. 

A  board  of  trustees  will  always  do  well  to 
have  the  librarian  present  at  its  regular  meet- 
ings. His  knowledge  and  experience  will  be 
found  of  value. 

His  plans  will  be  the  better  understood. 
He,  too,  by  being  present  will  not  only  com- 
prehend better  than  in  any  other  way  the 
wishes  of  the  board  of  trustees  (and  its  mem- 
bers), but,  that  which  is  of  great  importance, 
will  catch  the  spirit  which  animates  it,  and  be- 
come aware  of  the  general  principles  which  it 
desires  should  underlie  the  administration  of 
the  institution. 

Trustees  should  bear  in  mind  that  unneces- 
sary delays  are  to  be  avoided,  and  that,  in 
order  to  keep  the  members  of  a  community  in 
a  contented  frame  of  mind,  their  wants  must 
not  only  be  supplied,  but  supplied  promptly. 

Trustees  should  remember  that  it  is  impor- 
tant to  give  librarians  and  some  of  their  as- 
sistants time  in  which  to  aid  users  of  libraries, 
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instead  of  keeping  every  attendant  constantly 
employed  about  routine  work. 

Trustees  should  guard  themselves  against 
the  notion  that  library  work  is  easy,  and  that 
it  is  only  the  occupations  which  they  are  usu- 
ally engaged  in,  in  which  employment  is  wear- 
ing and  hard. 

It  must  not  be  supposed,  from  anything 
which  I  have  said,  that  the  position  of  a  di- 
rector or  trustee  of  a  library  is,  in  the  opinion 
of  librarians,  a  sinecure. 

Our  idea  is  far  from  this,  as  will  be  seen  if 
the  remarks  already  made  are  carefully  con- 
sidered. 

It  should  be  said,  in  conclusion,  that  one  of 
the  most  important  duties  of  trustees  is  to 
look  around  among  libraries  in  different  towns 
and  cities,  to  read  library  reports  and  ac- 
counts of  meetings  of  librarians,  with  the  pur- 
pose of  finding  out  whether  they  are  getting 
as  much  and  as  good  service  from  librarians 
in  the  communities  whose  interests  they  have 
to  look  after,  as  citizens  are  obtaining  in 
places  where  libraries  and  their  management 
have  attained  a  high  standard  of  excellence. 

With  the  same  end  in  view,  they  should  see 
to  it  that  librarians  are  provided  with  the 
current  issues  of  the  best  library  journals 
and  with  a  collection  of  the  best  bibliograph- 
ical works. 


They  should  also  put  themselves,  and  in- 
sist upon  librarians  putting  themselves,  into 
vital  relations  with  other  libraries,  and  with 
the  whole  body  of  librarians. 

Librarians  should  never  forget  that  the  real 
authority  in  a  library  rests  with  the  board  of 
trustees,  or  fail  to  render  immediate  and  cor- 
dial submission  to  its  directions. 

They  should  also  seek  and  accept  with 
gratitude  all  practical  suggestions  that  may 
be  made  to  them  by  trustees  or  other  persons. 

When  any  members  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees are  specialists,  they  should  be  urged  to 
give  the  library  the  benefit  of  their  special 
knowledge,  by  proposing  for  purchase  lists  of 
books  known  to  them  to  be  of  particular  value. 

I  wish  to  add  to  what  I  have  written,  the 
statement  that  I  have  always  been  very  fortu- 
nate in  having  over  me  a  body  of  directors  of 
unusually  good  judgment,  and  of  the  kindest 
disposition  towards  me. 

In  fact,  the  remarks  which  I  have  made  re- 
garding the  duties  of  trustees  have  been  sug- 
gested to  me  by  observation  of  the  happy 
results  which  have  followed  the  administra- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  my  own  library,  by  a 
board  of  directors  who  have  governed  them- 
selves by  rules  almost  identical  with  those 
which  I  have  recommended  for  use  by  boards 
of  trustees  and  directors  generally. 


THE  FUNCTION  OF  THE  LIBRARY  AND  THE  SCHOOL  IN  EDUCATION. 


BY  HON.  W:  T.  HARRIS,  COMMISSIONER  OF  EDUCATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


TN  the  year  1876,  Gen.  Eaton,  then  Com- 
missioner  of  Education,  collected  statis- 
tics giving  information  concerning  3,647  pub- 
lic libraries  in  the  United  States.  This  list 
included  all  public  libraries  containing  300 
volumes  and  upwards  that  could  be  heard 
from.  Ten  years  later  (1884-^5),  undertaking 
to  revise  this  list,  he  succeeded  in  obtaining 
returns  from  5,338  libraries, —  thus  increasing 
the  former  list  by  1,691,  or  nearly  50  per 
cent 

The  expression  ** public  library"  in  this 
list  included  school,  college,  and  college  so- 
ciety libraries;  medical,  theological,  and  law 


libraries;  historical,  scientific,  and  sanitary 
libraries;  social  libraries,  society  libraries, 
including  those  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  those  of 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Learned  Societies;  gene- 
ral libraries,  including  free  libraries  supported 
by  taxation,  and  subscription  libraries ;  gov- 
ernment libraries ;  and,  in  brief,  all  libraries 
for  the  use  of  the  public  at  large  or  for  insti- 
tutions, societies,  or  special  classes  of  people. 

The  aggregate  of  volumes  of  these  5,338  li- 
braries was  20,622,076,  giving  an  average  of 
nearly  4,000  volumes  to  each. 

Preeminent  among  States  was  the  showing 
of  Massachusetts,  with  its  569  libraries  and 
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3,560,085  volumes.     Next  came  New  York, 
with  3,168,508  volumes  in  780  libraries. 

During  the  past  six  years  since  the  above 
list  was  made,  there  has  been,  it  is  believed,  a 
quite  unprecedented  growth  in  the  libraries  of 
this  country,  both  as  to  number  of  separate  in- 
stitutions and  as  to  volumes  catalogued. 
There  have  been  new  State  laws  encouraging 
the  support  of  town  libraries  by  taxation. 
Each  year  many  additional  towns  take  advan- 
tage of  such  laws.  Large  benefactions  have 
been  left  for  the  founding  of  new  libraries. 
And,  meanwhile,  there  has  been  an  era  of  un- 
paralleled activity  on  the  part  of  the  librarians 
of  the  country ;  an  era  of  wise  activity  because 
it  has  been  concerted  activity.  This  organ- 
ized association  is  the  central  vortex  in  this 
beneficent  movement. 

The  new  statistics  regarding  libraries, 
which,  it  is  hoped,  may  be  tabulated  the 
coming  year  by  the  Bureau  of  Education,  will 
show  the  significance  of  these  encouraging 
signs  in  the  shape  of  results. 

All  persons  interested  in  the  subject  of 
education  will  note  with  satisfaction  the  prog- 
ress of  the  library.  Next  after  the  school 
and  the  daily  newspaper  comes  the  library 
in  educative  power.  These  three  institutions 
are  the  great  secular  means  which  our  people 
have  to  prepare  themselves  for  their  singular 
destiny. 

The  school,  for  the  most  part,  finds  its 
function  in  teaching  how  to  read.  The  news- 
paper and  the  library  furnish  what  to  read. 

We  consider  a  person  educated  when  he  is 
qualified  to  add  to  his  own  experience  the 
experience  of  his  fellow-men.  This  is  rather 
only  the  first  stage  of  education, —  the  pre- 
liminary preparation  for  education.  For  the 
person  must  not  only  be  qualified  to  make 
this  addition  to  his  experience,  but  he  must 
actually  have  done  it  to  be  worthy  of  the 
name  of  "  educated." 

Hence  we  see  that  the  school  gives  the 
preliminary  preparation  for  education,  and 
the  library  gives  the  means  by  which  the 
individual  completes  and  accomplishes  his 
education. 

I  have  often  pointed  out  that  the  Ameri- 
can school  has  some  sort  of  justification  for 


its  much-blamed  adherence  to  the  text-book 
method  of  instruction.  The  pedagogues  of 
other  nations,  and  especially  those  of  Ger- 
many, condemn  our  system  for  its  worst 
features  —  the  slavish  use  of  the  book  and 
the  frequent  acceptance  by  our  teachers  of 
parrot-like  repetition  of  the  text,  in  the  place 
of  an  intelligent  understanding  of  what  is  set 
down  in  the  book  and  a  critical  investigation 
of  the  subject  at  first  hand. 

This  is  doubtless  the  weakest  side  of  our 
school  education.  But  it  has,  I  repeat,  this 
great  good  thing  to  counterbalance  in  some 
measures  its  evil.  It  has  by  a  happy  sort  of 
instinct  been  guided  towards  a  new  and 
higher  method  than  that  which  our  critics 
would  put  in  its  place.  For  they  would  sub- 
stitute the  oral  method  for  the  text-book 
method,  and  thereby  make  the  school  boy 
more  dependent  on  the  living  voice  of  his 
teacher  for  what  he  gets  from  mankind.  The 
boy  who  is  taught  how  to  use  the  printed 
page  properly  —  how  to  weigh  its  statements, 
and  critically  test  them  by  such  experiments 
as  he  can  make,  or  compare  them  with  other 
authorities  by  aid  of  the  library  —  is  a  far 
more  shifty  boy  than  the  one  who  has  merely 
received  his  instruction  orally.  For  it  is  not 
usual  to  receive  from  the  living  teacher  his 
words  in  a  critical  and  questioning  attitude. 
Few  teachers  are  able  to  encourage  in  their 
pupils  the  spirit  of  scepticism  and  independ- 
ent verification,  to  the  extent  of  letting  their 
own  teachings  submit  to  this  treatment.  There 
is  something  too  personal  in  this  exclusively 
oral  method,  this  lecturing  method,  and  it  has 
its  weak  sides  —  as  weak  as  those  it  con- 
demns in  the  American  school.  For  if  there 
are  pupils  in  every  school  and  whole  classes  in 
exceptional  schools  that  memorize  the  words 
of  the  book  without  comprehending  their 
meaning,  on  the  other  hand  there  are  pupils 
taught  by  the  oral  method  who  write  out  the 
words  of  their  teacher,  and  piously  repeat 
what  has  been  dictated  to  them.  Moreover, 
not  having  before  them  the  full  and  well- 
balanced  discussion  of  the  text-book,  they 
get  a  one-sided,  distorted  view  of  the  subject 
matter.  They  cannot,  if  they  come  to  a 
point  where  they  lose  the  thread  of  the  dis- 
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course,  go  back  and  pick  it  up.  They  are 
dragged  from  point  to  point  by  the  necessity 
of  keeping  up  with  the  lecturer,  and  lose 
entirely  what  they  fail  to  grasp  on  first  hear- 
ing. Such  pupils,  too,  grow  up  with  the 
tendency  to  require  oral  explanation  made  to 
them,  and  a  reluctance  to  go  to  the  scientific 
treatise,  and  dig  out  the  whole  subject  for 
themselves. 

What  there  is  good  in  our  American  sys- 
tem points  towards  this  preparation  of  the 
pupil  for  independent  study  of  the  book  by 
himself.  It  points  towards  acquiring  the  abil- 
ity of  self-education  by  means  of  the  library. 

Instead  of  parrot-like  repetition  of  what  is 
in  the  text-book,  our  model  school  requires 
the  pupil  to  re- state,  in  his  own  language,  the 
ideas  of  the  book.  But  even  this  is  a  small 
part  of  what  it  requires ;  for  it  insists  on  a 
critical  examination  of  the  statements  of  the 
book,  in  view  of  all  the  facts  that  can  be  other- 
wise ascertained  and  adduced  by  pupils  and 
teacher,  and  also  in  view  of  the  same  author's 
statements  elsewhere  in  the  book. 

The  text-book  is  iippersonal,  and  does  not 
impose  on  the  individuality  of  the  pupil  the 
weight  of  authority  that  the  living  teacher  car- 
ries with  him,  in  spite  of  all  efforts  that  he  may 
make  to  encourage  independent  judgment. 

This  is  the  good  element  in  our  American 
method,  I  repeat  again,  and,  when  our  coun- 
try was  everywhere  sparsely  settled  (as  it  is 
even  now,  except  in  a  few  sections),  it  was  ob- 
vious that  the  individual  must  depend  on  the 
printed  page  of  the  book  for  what  he  should 
get  from  his  fellow-men  in  the  way  of  scien- 
tific observation  of  the  world  and  man,  and  in 
the  way  of  thought  and  reflection  on  the  data 
recorded.  The  library  is  the  storehouse  of  the 
aggregate  observations  of  all  mankind  on  the 
phenomena  of  the  universe, —  not  of  what  the 
senses  of  one  single  man  have  perceived,  but 
of  what  the  senses  of  all  men  have  perceived. 
More  than  this,  the  library  holds  the  record  of 
the  reflections  of  all  human  brains  on  these 
data  of  observation.  And  even  more  than  this, 
the  library  holds,  in  its  works  of  literary  art, 
the  portrayal  of  human  nature  as  it  has  been 
lived  and  is  lived  by  all  stages  of  civilization, 
and  by  the  various  races  that  people  the  earth. 


It  holds  this  vast  mass  of  observation,  reflec- 
tion, and  insight,  not  in  its  crude  form,  but 
winnowed  out  —  each  grain  that  the  library 
preserves  was  taken  from  a  mountain  of  chaff. 
Doubtless  it  holds  still  on  its  shelves  much 
chaff,  but,  considering  the  crude  material  of 
human  experience  from  which  it  has  been 
saved,  it  is  all  precious  grain. 

The  school  is  set  at  the  task  of  teaching  the 
pupil  how  to  use  the  library  in  the  best  man- 
ner—  that,  I  take  it,  is  the  central  object 
towards  which  our  American  school  methods 
have  been  unconsciously  guided.  In  order 
that  the  pupil  shall  acquire  the  ability  to  use 
the  library,  he  must  first  learn  to  read.  This 
involves  learning  the  alphabet  and  the  spell- 
ing-book, and  much  more.  For  the  school- 
boy must  in  school  set  about  acquiring  a  new 
and  higher  vocabulary  of  words.  He  brings 
with  him  from  home  a  colloquial  vocabulary, 
meagre  in  its  number  of  words  and  in  their 
quality  to  express  subtle  distinctions  or  pre- 
cise definitions,  or  elevated  sentiment,  or  pro- 
found thoughts.  In  school  he  commences 
by  learning  first  how  to  recognize  the  words 
of  his  colloquial  vocabulary  in  a  printed  and 
written  form.  Before  this  epoch  he  has  only 
known  them  by  ear;  they  were  sounds  to 
him ;  now  they  must  be  represented  to  his 
eye  by  conventional  characters. 

After  he  has  learned  to  recognize  the 
words  in  printed  form  that  were  already 
familiar  to  him  by  ear,  he  is  set  to  mastering 
a  series  of  text-books  which  use  strange  tech- 
nical words,  new  to  his  ear,  new  to  his  eye, 
and  likewise  expressing  ideas  new  to  his 
mind.  He  learns  a  special  vocabulary  of 
these  for  arithmetic  and  other  branches  of 
mathematics ;  another  for  geography  and  his 
relations  to  the  earth  and  its  inhabitants; 
another  for  history  and  his  relations  to  his 
fellow-citizens,  his  nation,  his  race,  and  the 
stream  of  generation  down  which  he  and  his 
contemporaries  have  descended.  He  learns 
to  recognize  in  the  institutions  of  society  the 
organized  form  of  his  higher  selves  that  have 
been  unfolded  and  realized  for  him  in  those 
institutions.  A  special  vocabulary  has  to  be 
learned  for  these  things  and  also  for  the 
study  of  language  in  grammar  and  philology. 
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Language  is  the  first  revelation  of  human 
nature,  its  structure  being  an  embodiment  of 
the  logical  laws  of  the  mind. 

Every  special  science  has  its  own  special 
vocabulary,  larger  or  smaller,  of  new  words. 
The  school-boy  must  learn  their  external 
forms  and  their  internal  meanings. 

But  literature  is  language  as  a  fine  art,  and 
its  content  is  the  revelation  of  human  life  in 
its  aspirations  and  actions,  in  its  victories  and 
its  defeats.  Homer,  Dante,  Shakespeare,  and 
Goethe  are  the  great  leaders  of  the  sacred 
army  of  men  who  have  made  and  are  making 
this  revelation  of  human  life.  Every  literary 
writer  has  a  literary  style  of  his  own,  which 
his  readers  must  learn  to  master.  The  school 
teaches  a  hundred  or  more  of  these  styles  by 
choice  extracts  in  the  higher  school-readers  — 
the  selections  being  intense  and  impassioned 
pieces  of  prose  and  poetry  calculated  to 
arouse  the  imagination,  refine  the  taste,  and 
kindle  the  aspiration  of  the  youth,  as  well  as 
give  him  some  acquaintance  with  the  special 
vocabulary  and  peculiarities  of  style  that  he 
uses.  For  this  purpose  a  book  of  selections 
like  the  typical  school-reader  is  far  better 
than  any  other  device  that  can  be  thought  of. 
But  it  should  be  supplemented  by  other  read 
ing  which  deals  with  entire  works  of  literary  art. 

I  come  now  to  mention  a  practical  device 
by  which  the  common  school  can  especially 
fit  its  pupils  for  the  use  of  the  library,  and  a 
device,  too,  that  any  library  can  aid  indefi- 
nitely in  carrying  out  in  its  neighborhood. 

The  regular  reading  lesson  in  the  school 
does  not  and  cannot  occupy  much  time  on  the 
daily  program.  Not  many  pages  can  be  read 
over,  because  the  pupil  must  be  questioned 
and  cross-questioned  on  the  meaning  and  use 
of  the  words,  and  on  the  power  and  effect  of 
the  style  used,  and  on  the  near  and  remote 
thoughts  suggested.  No  pupil,  after  a  good 
drill  on  a  literary  piece,  ever  reads  a  similar 
piece  in  book  or  periodical  without  looking, 
consciously  or  unconsciously,  for  some  of  the 
points  that  have  been  brought  out  in  his  les- 
son. He  is  now  of  a  capacity  to  get  more 
from  his  reading  than  was  before  possible  to 
him.  His  vocabulary  has  been  increased,  but 
not  so  much  as  his  power  to  increase  it.    H 


he  would  only  take  home  with  him  a  book 
from  the  library,  and  read  a  whole  story  writ- 
ten by  the  author  whose  literary  gem  he  has 
carefully  studied  in  school,  he  would  be  able 
to  increase  his  higher  vocabulary  far  more 
rapidly  than  he  will  do  otherwise.  He  will 
moreover  fix  and  assimilate  this  higher  vocab- 
ulary in  such  a  way  that  it  will  always  remain 
his  own.  Still  better,  he  will  become  a  home 
reader  and  a  user  of  the  library  for  life. 
•  Let  us  suppose  that  he  has  read  for  the  day, 
with  his  class  at  school,  a  charming  selection 
from  Walter  Scott's  «*  Lady  of  the  Lake."  The 
teacher  has  ten  copies  of  "  The  Lady  of  the 
Lake,"  and  lets  the  ten  best  pupils  in  the  class 
take  home  the  poem  for  a  week,  and  read  it 
through ;  a  week  is  sufficient  for  this.  The 
entire  poem  is  the  topic  for  an  hour's  conver- 
sation on  a  Friday  afternoon.  The  next  week 
the  second  ten  pupils  take  this  poem  to  their 
homes ;  a  third  week  another  set  of  ten ;  and 
so  on,  until  all  the  class  has  read  this  poem, 
which  will  make  a  memorable  epoch  in  their 
lives.  A  selection  from  Swift's  "Gulliver's 
Voyage  to  Lilliput,  or  to  Brobidgnag  "  would 
perhaps  be  found  in  the  child's  fourth  or  fifth 
reading-book,  and  the  whole  story  could  be 
read  at  home  by  the  children,  if  ten  or  twenty 
copies  of  the  book  belonged  to  the  school 
library. 

In  a  town  of  Massachusetts  where  I  was  a 
member  of  the  School  Committee  for  three 
years,  we  appropriated  fifty  dollars  ($50)  for  a 
few  works  of  this  character,  buying  ten  cop- 
ies of  each,  and  requiring  the  teachers  to  keep 
a  record  of  the  pupils  who  read  these  books. 
When  one  school  had  read  the  books,  they 
were  to  be  sent  to  another  district.  I  think 
that  the  object  was,  to  a  degree,  attained  in 
that  town,  or  was  at  least  in  a  way  to  be  at- 
tained. But  I  believe  that  the  town  library 
should  provide  itself  with  boys'  and  girls' 
classics  in  large  numbers, —  ten  or  twenty 
copies  of  each, —  and  that,  by  a  little  effort 
made  by  the  librarian  with  the  teachers,  such 
a  systematic  reading  of  whole  works  of  literary 
art  could  be  brought  about,  and  at  the  same 
time  in  such  connection  with  the  town  library 
as  would  insure  life-long  continuance  of  a  use 
of  it 
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The  library  is  the  most  important  link  in 
that  great  movement  that  has  recently  spread 
hither,  into  this  country,  from  England.  I  re- 
fer to  the  university  and  school  extension. 
Few  children  complete  their  course  even  In 
the  primary  school.  Only  one  in  four  who 
enter  the  high  school  completes  it.  The  great 
desideratum,  therefore,  is  some  method  by 
which  the  school  influence  can  follow  the  pu« 
pils  who  leave  school  before  completing  their 
work,  or  who,  graduating  from  it,  ought  to 
continue  their  work.  Having  learned  how  to 
read,  they  should  now  use  their  acquired 
power  to  some  purpose  to  master  the  fields  of 
human  learning. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  preeminent  value  of 
worki  of  literary  art  for  giving  the  pupil  a 
higher  vocabulary  of  thought  and  feeling,  and 
for  making  him  acquainted  with  himself.  By 
this  self-knowledge  I  do  not,  of  course,  mean 
a  knowledge  of  his  own  petty  idiosyncrasies 
and  peculiarities,  but  a  knowledge  of  human 
nature  at  large,  a  knowledge  of  what  is  sub- 
stantial in  character  and  profound  in  human 
thought.  Literature  is  the  best^  but  it  should 
not  by  any  means  be  the  exclusive,  course  of 
reading. 

For  the  supplementary  reading  to  be  done 
at  home,  there  should  be  intermingled  books 
of  history,  books  of  travel,  popular  exposi- 
tions of  the  different  sciences.  Some  people 
would  have  these  books  exclusively,  and 
would  call  them  alone  the  ** solid*'  books, 
while  the  pure  literary  works  -they  would  de- 
nominate **  trash."  In  my  opinion  they  could 
not  commit  a  more  serious  error.  I  have 
known  many  parents  possessed  of  the  science 
craze  who  tried  to  educate  their  children  on 
science,  to  the  exclusion  of  literature;  but 
their  results  were  pitiable.  Their  children 
were  deprived  of  an  insight  into  human  life  — 
into  the  springs  of  human  character  and  the 
motives  that  prevail  among  the  people  with 
whom  they  must  live.  This  knowledge  of 
human  life  obtained  through  the  writings  of 
genius  should  occupy  the  first  place  on  the 
list  of  studies  essential  to  direct  self-preserva- 
tion—  using  the  expression  of  Mr.  Herbert 
Spencer,  and  pointing  out,  by  the  way,  that 
his  own  scheme  of  studies  is  very  far  from 


corresponding   to    the   requirements  of   the 
principles  that  he  lays  down. 

On  the  other  hand,  one  must  be  careful  not 
to  commit  the  opposite  mistake  of  excluding 
science  and  history,  or  of  slighting  these  stud- 
ies for  literature.    They  are  all  necessary. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  this  work  in 
supplementary  reading  is  a  work  of  self-help 
on  the  part  of  the  pupil,  and  is  of  very  great 
value  from  this  point  of  view.  It  assists  very 
much  to  neutralize  the  effects  of  bad  school 
methods,  where  they  happen  to  exist.  Another 
great  point  is  that  the  books  taken  home 
by  the  pupils  into  families  who  have  no  ac- 
cumulation of  books,  or  at  best  of  such  books 
as  lack  popular  interest  —  these  books  taken 
home  are  picked  up  by  the  parents  and  older 
brothers  and  sisters  and  read  by  them.  This 
makes  the  supplementary-reading  system  an 
educator  of  the  people  as  people  —  an  exten 
sion  of  the  school  that  is  of  vital  importance. 

The  library  should  get  hold  of  this  phase 
of  school  extension,  and  so  manage  it  that  all 
who  begin  it  are  drawn  into  the  use  of  the 
library. 

Fiction  is  the  bait  by  which  we  create  a 
love  of  reading,  and  it  should  lead  out  to 
other  reading,  especially  in  the  line  of  science 
and  history  and  philosophy.  But  I  have 
tried  to  show  that  it  is  not  a  hopeless  case  if 
it  does  not  .lead  out  into  these  fields  to  any 
great  extent,  for  the  reading  of  fiction  has 
the  substantial  benefits  which  I  have  stated. 
But  there  is  fiction  and  fiction.  Fiction  writ- 
ten by  an  author  who  has  deeply  lived,  deeply 
felt,  and  deeply  thought  is  of  value  to  all 
men,  whether  simple  or  learned.  But  the 
weak  and  shallow  writer  who  has  not  sounded 
the  depths  of  life,  not  seen  its  ethical  sub- 
structure,—  such  a  writer  is  immoral  and 
misleading  in  his  views  of  life,  even  though 
he  supposes  himself  to  be  very  religious,  and 
be,  in  fact,  engaged  in  writing  Sunday-school 
books. 

I  think  that  our  national  system  of  educa- 
tion, or  the  system  and  methods  generally 
prevalent  in  the  United  States,  is  destined  to 
be  vastly  improved  by  the  efforts  of  librari- 
ans. What  is  called  the  "  seminary  "  method 
—  the  method  of  studying  up  a  topic,  mas- 
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tering  the  wealth  of  knowledge  extant  on 
the  subject,  sifting  and  criticising  what  is 
recorded,  and  verifying  what  is  true  by  ex- 
periment —  such  a  method  can  be  carried  out 
only  by  aid  of  the  library,  and  it  makes  the 
library  an  essential  instrument  of  school 
work.  At  present  it  is  quite  well  developed 
in  some  universities  (as  at  Johns  Hopkins 
and  Harvard  and  some  others).  But  it  can 
obviously  be  extended  with  profit  to  all  col- 
leges and  in  some  degree  to  high  schools, 
yes,  and  even  to  lower  schools.  The  libra- 
rian and  the  teacher  working  together  can 
make  this  needed  extension,  and  realize  new 
and  valuable  features  in  our  American  school 
methods. 

The  practice  of  forming  select  lists  of  works 
on  special  subjects  is  a  good  one.  But  any 
that  I  have  seen  may  be  greatly  improved  by 
helpful  notes,  telling  the  reader  what  to  read 
if  he  is  entirely  unfamiliar  with  the  subject, 
and  then  what  to  read  after  he  has  made  the 
first  studies  in  the  subject. 

Graded  courses  of  reading  are  most  needed. 
To  name  a  hundred  books  in  a  list  for  boys  is 
not  advisable.  It  is  best  to  begin  with  a  list 
of  the  ten  best  —  say  the  ten  best  books  of 
travels,  the  ten  best  story  books,  or  the  ten 
best  novels  for  youth,  the  ten  best  books  of 
history  for  boys.  The  youth  should  be 
directed  to  such  a  number  as  he  may  hope  by 
diligence  to  read.  The  librarian  need  not, 
unless  he  chooses,  give  out  such  a  list  as  his 
own,  unsupported  by  the  authority  of  others. 
He  may  collect  the  votes  of  connoisseurs,  and 
get  a  briefly  expressed  opinion  from  each,  as 
was  done  in  England  for  the  hundred  best 
books,  or  in  this  country  for  the  ten  best  novels 
some  years  ago.  What  the  young  or  the 
inexperienced  reader  wants  is  the  names  of  a 
very  few  books  that  have  the  power  of  genius 
to  arouse  him  and  stimulate  his  attention  as 
with  the  power  of  a  magician.  The  book  for 
the  untrained  reader  must  be  intense  in  its 
power  to  charm,  because  it  has  to  overcome 
the  resistance  which  comes  of  the  real  labor 
involved  at  first  in  making  out  the  words  by 
the  eye  instead  of  the  ear. 

The  school  teaches  how  to  read ;  how  to 
use  the  printed  page  to  get  out  of  it  all  that  it 


contains.  The  library  furnishes  the  what  to 
read;  it  opens  the  storehouse  of  all  human 
learning.  These  two  are  complementary 
functions  in  the  great  work  of  education. 

I  would,  however,  call  attention  again  to  the 
periodical  as  the  third  great  educational  ap- 
pliance of  our  time,  and  especially  to  its  most 
marvelous  product,  the  daily  newspaper. 

In  this  day  we  are  all  acquiring  a  new  con- 
sciousness by  the  aid  of  this  instrument. 
Every  morning  it  is  customary  for  the 
dweller  in  the  city  to  take  a  survey  of  the  en- 
tire life  of  the  globe  —  a  brief  glance  at  the 
nations  most  remote,  a  fuller  view  of  those 
more  nearly  related  to  him,  and  a  complete 
survey  of  what  is  in  his  neighborhood.  The 
correlation  of  the  near  and  remote,  the  cus- 
tom of  carrying  in  his  mind  the  world  affairs, 
developes  a  sort  of  epic  consciousness,  vastly 
more  educative  than  the  former  village  gossip 
that  prevailed  in  the  tavern  or  in  the  shop.  It 
elevates  the  individual  into  a  higher  plane  of 
thinking,  substituting  the  universal  for  the 
particular.  It  would  seem  as  though  the 
world,  as  a  whole,  is  bound  to  grow  into  this 
newspaper  civilization,  and  that  it  is  a  neces- 
sity of  all  newspaper  civilizations  to  be  demo- 
cratic in  their  form  of  government.  But  it  is 
evident  that  this  newspaper  species  of  educa- 
tion needs  the  cooperation  and  perfecting  in- 
fluence of  the  library.  The  school  is  essen- 
tial to  the  newspaper  reader  to  give  him  that 
knowledge  of  a  printed  vocabulary  of  words, 
and  that  smattering  of  geography,  history, 
grammar,  and  science  required  to  understand 
and  follow  the  newspaper  articles. 

So  the  town  library  should  have  devices  by 
which  it  may  interest  the  reader  of  the  daily 
newspaper  in  following  up  his  topics  into  the 
weightier  articles  of  the  magazines,  and  still 
further  into  the  literature  of  the  subjects 
as  treated  in  books. 

Reading  circles  are  of  prime  importance  in 
this  work.  The  history  of  the  Chautauquan 
movement  is  full  of  instruction  to  us,  who  are 
seeking  to  extend  the  influences  of  the  library 
to  the  community,  and  to  elevate  a  community 
of  mere  newspaper  readers  into  readers  of 
good  books. 

The  reading  circle  can  create  and  retain  an 
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interest  in  a  subject  which  solitary  reading 
cannot  do  so  well.  Discussion  with  one's 
fellows  awakens  questions  that  have  slum- 
bered a  dogmatic  slumber. 

A  hint  still  nearer  to  the  librarians  of  this 
convention  is  to  be  found  in  the  labots  of 
such  men  among  you  as  have  in  late  years 
formed  bibliographic  lists  in  various  fields, 
who  have  constructed  indexes  to  periodical 
literature,  and  critical  histories  of  America, 
and  works  of  similar  significance.  Here  is  a 
field  in  which  the  librarian  prepares  the  mass 
of  human  learning  for  the  use  of  his  less  per- 
sistent or  less  plodding  fellow-citizen  the 
newspaper  reader,]or  at  best  the  popular-book 
reader.  The  learned  librarian  leads  him  to 
original  sources,  and  ofiEers  these  sources  in 
a  compendious  form  for  his  use.  Indexes 
and  collections  of  original  sources  do  wonders 


to  deepen  and  make  accurate  the  scholarship  of 
a  nation.  Those  familiar  with  German  schol- 
arship need  only  to  be  reminded  of  the  vast 
number  of  works  of  this  order,  which  facili- 
tate the  complete  survey  of  special  subjects. 

The  school  and  the  newspaper  and  the 
library  working  together  may  be  each  helped 
by  the  other,  and  all  may  be  united  into  one 
very  potent  instrumentality  of  education  for 
the  universal  democracy  that  is  on  its  pro- 
cession in  all  the  nations  of  the  world.  It  is 
locally  self-governed,  but  interested  with  a 
truly  cosmopolitan  spirit  (and  shall  I  not  say 
with  a  missionary  spirit  ?)  in  all  other  peoples 
around  the  globe.  On  this  line  we  see  infin- 
ite possibilities  of  growth  in  perfection,  infin- 
ite possibilities  of  that  education  which  adds 
to  the  individual  life  vicariously  the  life  and 
life's  experience  of  all  his  fellow-men. 


ON   BROWSING.    BY  A  BOOK-WORM. 


BY   PROF.  JAMES   K.   HOSMER,  WASHINGTON  UNIVERSITY. 


'T^HE  writer  of  the  present  paper  is  a 
worm, —  a  member  of  that  class  of  the 
great  family  of  annulata,  known  as  the  book 
worms.  Hitherto  the  worms  have  been  the 
most  diffident  of  creatures,  submitting  to  be 
squelched  by  every  passing  foot,  and  to  be 
contumeliously  cited  on  all  occasions  by 
human  kind,  as  the  very  type  of  abjectness. 
Since  Darwin,  however,  in  the  case  of  our 
kin,  the  earth-worms,  has  done  a  great  work 
of  vindication,  proving  that  they  possess  no 
slight  intelligence,  and  that  upon  their  hith- 
erto despised  activity  rests  the  existence  of 
the  entire  animal  and  vegetable  world,  the 
annulata  in  general  have  plucked  up  courage. 
Why  do  we  need  to  be  abashed  in  any 
presence  ?  Why  should  not  the  book-worms 
have  a  hearing  even  before  a  convention  of 
librarians  ?  The  present  worm  trusts  that  his 
effort  before  this  august  assembly  will  be 
received  in  a  spirit  of  fairness, — that  he  will 
not  be  captured  to  serve  as  fish-bait,  or 
crushed  by  any  sudden  blow  from  the  gavel 
of  the  presiding  officer,  or  expelled  from  the 
apartment  by  the  insidious  application  of  any 


form  of  vermifuge.  All  professions  tend  to 
become  narrow  and  technical.  For  ministers, 
lawyers,  teachers,  doctors,  it  is  healthy  to  be 
struck  now  and  then  by  a  breeze  from 
outside.  Possibly  even  through  a  worm-hole 
an  air  may  creep,  which  will  ventilate,  in  a 
way  not  quite  unsalutary,  the  atmosphere  of 
the  deliberations  of  bibliographers. 

From  the  vermicular  point  of  view,  what  is 
often  looked  upon  as  the  librarian's  first  task, 
namely,  to  keep  safe  the  literary  matters 
entrusted  to  his  keeping,  is  to  be  esteemed 
of  comparatively  small  importance ;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  what  many  hold  to  be  the 
librarian's  second  duty,  namely,  to  make 
access  to  these  matters  as  convenient  as 
possible  to  book-worms,  and  such  others  as 
may  crave  food  of  this  kind,  is  of  paramount 
significance.  The  duty  of  guarding  books, 
the  present  worm,  like  his  kind  in  general, 
looks  upon  derisively.  We  are  sworn  allies 
of  the  mice ;  the  spiders  are  congenial  to  us, 
with  whose  webs  we  gladly  festoon  ourselves, 
as  we  perform  in  alcoves  our  great  work  of 
perforation.    We  are,  however,  not     withou 
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candor,  I  hope.  Conceding  something  to 
the  prejudices  of  the  unenlightened,  I  admit 
that  the  librarian  must  be,  while  facilitating 
access  to  his  books,  to  some  extent  a  guardian. 
How  to  strike  a  mean  ?  How  combine  safety 
for  a  collection  while  respecting  sufficiently 
the  demands  of  book-worms  and  others  ?  This 
is  the  point,  I  conceive,  upon  which  the 
librarian  should  concentrate  his  attention,  and 
I  humbly  submit  that  it  is  both  fair  and 
expedient  for  this  body  to  understand  and 
weigh  the  vermicular  view.  The  moderate 
demand  of  the  present  worm  for  himself,  and 
the  great  fraternity  he  represents,  is  that 
they  may  have  the  privilege  of  browsing. 
The  book-worms,  like  cattle  in  general  (surely, 
with  horns,  and  tail,  and  a  genius  for  hump- 
ing not  surpassed  even  by  the  bison,  we  are 
cattleX  find  their  chief  felicity  in  browsing* 
What  terms  shall  I  use  in  order  to  magnify 
duly  before  my  audience  this  great  matter  of 
browsing  ? 

Once,  while  boring  my  way  through  a  pon- 
derous tome,  written,  as  I  took  pains  to 
ascertain,  by  one  Bacon,  I  penetrated  to  a 
sentence,  which  from  internalevidence  I  am 
persuaded  was  especially  designed  to  serve 
as  advice  to  creatures  of  my  kind.  I  quote 
from  memory,  but  am  sure  of  having  caught 
the  spirit  of  the  passage  referred  to :  "  Some 
books,"  says  Bacon,  "are  to  be  brushed  merely 
by  the  feelers ;  others  to  be  touched  by  the 
mandibles  in  a  mere  cursory  nibble ;  into  still 
^  others,  you  may  expediently  work  your  way 
in  a  considerable  perforation ;  while,  in  the 
case  of  a  few,  the  demands  of  duty  will  not 
be  satisfied  until  they  are  thoroughly  honey- 
combed in  a  labyrinth  of  burrows."  What  is 
here  advised,  I  conceive,  is  simply  to  browse. 
One  catches  a  bite  here  in  a  momentary 
twist;  elsewhere,  he  feeds  at  length,  the 
pasture  proving  sweet  and  nutritious.  Brows- 
ing is  the  proper  Baconian  method  of  reading. 
The  rapture  of  having  at  command  an  entire 
alcove  I  As  you  pass  along  the  shelves,  it  is 
enough,  in  the  case  of  most  books,  merely 
to  touch  the  title  page  with  the  antennae ;  with 
others,  a  paragraph  may  here  and  there  be 
tasted ;  as  to  a  few,  content  does  not  come 
until  a  chapter  has  been  devoured ;  while,  for 


two  or  three,  the  conscience  will  not  be 
appeased  until  they  have  been  chewed  and 
digested  from  cover  to  cover.  Who  can  tell 
what  books  he  wants  without  preliminary 
tasting?  Titles  often  mislead,  and  never 
do  more  than  hint  at  the  contents.  Time 
and  again  I  should  have  starved  had  the 
catalogue  and  librarian's  desk  stood  between 
me  and  my  pabulum ;  time  and  again  I  have 
failed  to  be  adequately  nourished  until,  having 
been  turned  loose  among  the  shelves,  by 
a  nibble  here,  and  a  bolder  bite  there,  I 
have  hit  at  last  upon  the  exact  morsel  I 
required.  I  assure  my  audience  that  (speak- 
ing always  as  I  do  from  the  vermicular  point 
of  view)  no  librarian  performs  his  task  in  a 
proper  manner  unless,  in  the  midst  of  his 
anxiety  for  the  safety  of  his  charge,  he  at  the 
same  time  affords  abundant  liberty  to  browse 
—  a  freedom  of  access  to  books  far  too  rarely 
found,  I  fear. 

I  have  sometimes,  indeed,  found  libraries 
the  rules  of  which  were  as  wise  as  if  they  had 
been  made  by  the  book-worms  themselves. 
In  July,  1886,  crawling  into  the  famous  por- 
tals of  the  British  Museum,  I  took  my 
sinuous  way  to  the  library,  there  presenting 
a  note  of  introduction  from  a  brother  book- 
worm to  Mr.  Richard  Garnet,  at  that  time  a 
high  official,  and  since  then  promoted  to  be 
**  Keeper  of  the  Printed  Books," —  the  chief 
librarianship.  To  receive  a  card  of  admis- 
sion, it  was  only  necessary  to  be  vouched  for 
as  respectable  by  some  reputable  citizen  of 
London  —  a  requirement  waived  in  my  own 
case,  for  the  letter  of  my  congener  was  held 
to  be  sufficient.  I  was  at  once  led  into  the 
main  room,  a  vast  circular  space  surmounted 
by  a  dome  scarcely  inferior  in  dimensions  to 
that  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral.  Through  this, 
upon  long  desks  radiating  from  the  circular 
table  of  the  superintendent  in  the  centre  like  the 
spokes  of  a  wheel  from  a  hub,  fell  an  amount 
of  light  to  true  book-worms  quite  superfluous, 
but  a  concession  necessary,  no  doubt,  to 
mere  human  weakness.  From  the  base  of 
the  dome  to  the  floor  below,  the  space  was 
unbroken  by  windows,  and  occupied  about 
the  entire  circumference  of  the  room  by  con- 
centric series  of  shelves  containing  the  refer- 
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ence  library.    The  term  "  book  of  reference  " 
has,  in  the  British  Museum,  a  most  liberal 
interpretation.     The  number  of  such  books 
must  rise   into  the  hundreds  of  thousands. 
In  the  department  of  English  history,  with 
which  I  was  especially  concerned,  were  not 
only  dictionaries   and    encyclopaedias,  biog- 
raphical, chronological,  etc.,  but  every  stand- 
ard work  upon  English  history,  together  with 
a  great  many  of  the  documents  which  are  to 
be  regarded  as  the  sources.    In  other  depart- 
ments  of   knowledge,  apparently,  the  term 
"  reference  book  "  was  interpreted  with  equal 
liberality.     To  all  these   hundred  thousand 
and  more  of  books  under  the  dome,  access 
on  the  part  of  those  admitted  to  the  room 
was  quite  unrestricted.    They  were  not  be- 
hind glass  or  wire,  or  in  any  way  shut  in. 
All    present,   whether    mere    humble    book- 
worms or  great  gods  of  the  literary  firmament, 
with  or  without  advice  and  help  from  the  at- 
tendants, were  free  to  browse  as  they  pleased 
along  the  shelves.    As  regards  the  million  or 
more  of  volumes    not    in  the    main    room, 
access  was  made  almost  equally  easy.    As  is 
usual   in  libraries,  anything  asked  for  was 
brought  by  an  attendant;  as  is  not  usual,  the 
worm  or  the  god,  as  the  case  might  be«  if 
wishing  it,  was  conducted  out  to  the  shelves 
themselves.    "Where,"  thought  I,  "shall  I 
find  for  myself  the  juiciest  banquet,  most 
appetizingly  seasoned  with  mold  and  mildew, 
and  where  I  can  be  most  sure  of  falling  into 
the  companionship  of  honest  perforators  like 
myself?"     In  a  collection,  I  judged,  known 
as  the  Thomasson  Tracts,  some  4,000  vol- 
umes, in  which  are  bound  up  the  fugitive 
literature    of    the    17th    century, —  sermons, 
political    pamphlets,     news-sheets,    ballads, 
broad-sides,  plays,  even  the  hand-bills  of  the 
time.     I  was  taken  into  the  room  in  which 
they  were  contained,  and  allowed  to  inspect 
them  on  the  shelves.    As  I  could  not  con- 
veniently bring  my  mandibles  to  bear  upon 
the  feast  as  it  stood  thus  arranged,  I  was 
placed  close  at  hand,  at  an  ample  table,  and 
the  volumes  were  brought  to  me,  a  shelf-full 
at  a  time,  twenty  or  thirty  in  number.    There, 
with  the  help  of  a  careful  index  —  the  book- 
worm's bill  of  fare  —  the  present  reptile  bored 


at  his  leisure  through  some  hundreds  of 
volumes,  biting  his  way  forward  on  this  side 
and  that,  and  rolling  under  his  tongue  many 
a  most  satisfactory  morsel,  which  he  could 
never  have  come  upon  but  for  browsing.  So 
far  as  my  purpose  was  concerned,  the  great 
collection  was  put,  as  it  were,  into  my 
clutches,  the  evident  study  of  the  manage- 
ment being  to  content  every  library  appetite, 
however  voracious,  with  the  greatest  possible 
expedition  and  convenience.  The  main  room 
every  day  was  thronged,  crowded  sometimes 
uncomfortably,  with  book- worms,  and  those 
having  no  use  for  books  except  to  verify  a 
reference  or  kill  an  idle  hour.  All  were  free 
to  go  to  the  shelves  of  the  main  room ;  and 
to  the  spaces  behind,  to  which  reference  has 
been  made,  all  persons  with  a  serious  pur- 
pose, certainly  all  worms  of  sincere  mind  and 
sharp  appetite,  were  freely  admitted.  There 
are,  to  be  sure,  certain  rigid  restrictions. 
Nothing  short  of  an  act  of  parliament  would 
enable  one  to  carry  a  book  away  from  the 
Museum,  or  to  set  foot  within  it  except 
during  the  proper  hours.  A  Cerberus  at  the 
door  makes  sure  that  each  visitor  has  his 
card ;  and  an  army  of  attendants,  while  help- 
ing you  in  every  way,  watch  carefully  for 
thieves  and  mutilators.  Within  certain  lines, 
however,  the  widest  freedom  prevails,  and  it 
IS  hard  to  see  how  2,000,000  books,  with 
regard  for  their  preservation,  can  be  made  to 
afford  a  better  field  for  browsing. 

But  it  is  time  to  look  at  home.  How  fare 
the  browsers  in  our  American  public  libraries  ? 
The  present  worm  recalls  an  experience  in 
one  such  library,  located  in  a  famous  city. 
Entering  its  door,  I  found  myself  presently 
in  a  lofty  hall,  the  floor  of  which  was  in  great 
part  occupied  by  the  card  catalogue,  contained 
in  innumerable  drawers,  all  lettered  alpha- 
betically. The  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
books  in  the  library  were  visible  only  dimly 
and  afar  off,  in  alcoves  at  the  side,  carefully 
closed  from  entrance  by  screens  of  iron-work. 
To  these  alcoves  there  was  no  access,  except 
in  very  special  cases.  To  obtain  a  book,  a 
title  must  be  written  on  a  card,  with  the  name 
and  residence  of  the  worm  attached ;  this 
must  be  presented  at  a  desk,  the  book  in  due 
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time  to  be  handed  out,  and  perused  at  a  ta- 
ble.     My  appetite  was  keen,  but  precisely 
what  viand  I  required  I  was  not  sure.    Could 
I  not  look  along  the  shelves,  try  here  and 
there,  according  to  my  nature:  in  a  word, 
browse,  until  I  hit  upon  the  exact  bit  ?    By  no 
means.     The  books  in  their  distant  isolation 
coldly  turned  their  backs  upon  me  ;.they  could 
only  be. touched  on  the  lofty  shelf  by  the  of- 
ficial hand.      I  went  from  drawer  to  drawer, 
accumulating  my  list  of  titles.      I  presented 
myself  at  the  desk  among  a  throng  of  appli- 
cants, and,  after  a  weary  wait,  found  myself  at 
the  hole  through  the  screen.    An  attendant  con- 
fronted[me  with  an  unsympathetic  face.     The 
glitter  in  his  eye  was  as  hard  and  pitiless  as  that 
from  the  diamond  stud  of  the  hotel  clerk.    He 
evidently  at  once  recognized  the  applicant  as 
a  reptile,  and  the  self-respect  of  your  worm, 
not  at  that  time  having  been  fortified  by  a  pe- 
rusal of  Darwin's  treatise,  was  quite  inadequate 
to  the  situation.    He  writhed  as  only  a  worm 
can  writhe,  but  presented  his  list,  and,  after 
another  weary  wait,  received  his  volumes,  with 
which  he  retired  to  his  table.    The  books,  se- 
lected almost  at  a  venture,  with  only  such 
slight  hints  as  the  cards  conveyed,  were  none 
of  them  satisfactory.    I  had  again  recourse  to 
the  cards,  made  out  another  list,  congealed 
myself  once  more  before  the  ice  of  the  atten- 
dant's countenance,  returning  with  a  new  pile 
to  the  table,  only  to  find  them  as  unsatisfac- 
tory as  the  former.      O,  for  fifteen  minutes' 
browsing  along  the  shelves  !    But  it  was  out 
of  the  question.      **  I  will  go  to  the  reading- 
room,"  said  I,  "  and  see  what  is  new  in  the 
periodicals.    Running  over  the  tables  of  con- 
tents as  they  lie  displayed  on  the  desks,  I  can 
easily  see  what  I  want.    I  can  read  here  a  par- 
agraph, here  a  page,  here  a  whole  article  if  I 
choose,  and  so  skim  the  cream  of  the  month  by 
a  cursory  dipping  into  a  dozen  or  more,  in  the 
course  of  an  hour  or  two."    How  vain  the  ex- 
pectation !      In  the  periodical  room,  reviews 
and  magazines  were  out  of  sight,  in  a  care- 
fully closed  case,  before  which  stood  a  guard, 
the  frigidity  of  whose  demeanor  fairly  pro- 
duced a  fit  of  torpor.      A  sight  of  the  pam- 
phlets could  only  be  obtained  by  an  elaborate 
application  for  each,  a  ponderous  proceeding 


involving  all  sorts  of  tedious  waiting  and  ex- 
planation. No  quick  browsing  along  an  open 
display  of  the  fresh  pasture  of  the  month. 
The  appetite  for  it  soon  broke  down  beneath 
the  delay  and  inconvenience  in  getting  at  the 
pabulum.  The  heart  of  the  present  worm 
sank  within  him.  He  looped  off  at  last  to  a 
second-hand  bookstore,  under  an  old  church, 
where,  having  propitiated  the  proprietor  by  a 
ten-cent  purchase,  he  foraged  unrestrained 
along  the  shelves,  with  far  more  satisfaction 
than  he  had  been  able  to  obtain  in  the  great 
public  library. 

Such  amount  of  restriction  as  has  been 
described,  is,  no  doubt,  unusual.  I  know  of 
another  public  library  in  another  large  city, 
the  system  prevailing  in  which  offers  some 
mitigation  of  the  rigor.  Here  the  treasures 
can  no  more  be  come  at  by  the  general  public 
of  book-worms  and  others,  than  in  the  former 
instance.  They  stand  in  cases  of  glass  which 
are  always  carefully  locked,  and  no  volume 
can  be  touched  except  by  the  intervention  of 
an  attendant.  The  essayist  regards  it,  how- 
ever, as  some  alleviation  of  the  hardship  that 
he*and  his  kind  may  pass  before  these  locked 
doors,  and  through  the  glass  darkly  (some- 
times in  that  smoky  atmosphere  very  darkly) 
read  the  lettering  upon  the  backs.  Access  to 
the  shelves  is  perhaps  not  entirely  out  of  the 
question.  A  worm  of  pertinacity  and  dis- 
tinction may,  if  it  be  a  quiet  time  in  the 
library,  have  a  case  opened,  and,  with  an 
attendant  at  his  elbow, —  possibly,  in  rare 
instances,  quite  unattended, — be  allowed  to 
taste,  chew,  and  digest  as  he  chooses.  Such 
conduct,  however,  is  certainly  not  encouraged, 
and  the  soul  of  any  sensitive  worm  becomes 
abashed  within  him  at  the  thought  that  he  is 
the  mark  of  special  courtesy  which  must 
cause  more  or  less  of  trouble.  In  the  read- 
ing-room of  this  library  the  same  half-way 
relaxation  of  the  bond  prevails.  While  maga- 
zines, reviews,  and  the  more  elaborate  week- 
lies are  kept  shut  up  in  a  closet,  only  issued 
one  by  one  upon  an  elaborately  written  appli- 
cation, the  newspapers  lie  in  files,  open  to  all, 
offering  to  the  brotherhood  of  browsers  all 
needful  opportunity. 

The  book-worm  knows  of  only  one  public 
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library  whose  methods  he,  in  his  present 
character  of  spokesman  of  the*  browsers,  can 
thoroughly  approve.  This  library,  the  third 
American  library  touched  upon  in  this  brief 
review,  has  just  been  housed  in  a  new  build- 
ing, beautiful  and  in  every  way  well  adapted 
to  its  purpose.  Every  household  in  the  city 
of  200,000  in  which  it  stands,  can  have  a 
membership  without  pay,  and  there  is  a  broad 
hospitality  for  strangers.  Users  of  the  library 
for  the  most  part  receive  and  return  their 
books  at  a  desk,  consulting  the  catalogue  for 
what  they  wish,  and  presenting  a  card,  the 
certificate  that  the  easy  conditions  have 
been  complied  with.  All,  however,  who  have 
reached  years  of  discretion,  and  can  satisfy 
the  librarian  that  they  have  a  serious  purpose, 
above  all  the  great  fraternity  of  book-worms, 
who  must  browse  or  starve,  can  be  admitted 
to  "  shelf-room  privileges,"  be  allowed  to  go 
to  the  shelves  upon  which  the  books  stand, 
where  they  may  disport  their  joints,  and  per- 
forate as  their  appetites  may  require.  The 
shelf-room  is  a  spacious,  airy,  well-lighted 
hall,  in  which  the  shelves  are  arranged  in 
alcoves,  uninclosed  by  screens  either  of  glass 
or  wire;  chairs,  tables,  pens,  and  ink,  con- 
veniences for  note-taking,  are  at  hand.  Here 
the  happy  worm  may  work  his  will,  applying 
his  feelers  superficially,  as  his  fancy  may 
dictate,  or  laboriously  bringing  to  bear  his 
powers  of  excavation,  if  a  serious  task  opens 
before  him.  What  books  the  burrower  dis- 
places, he  is  expected  not  to  put  back  him- 
self, but  to  leave  on  the  tables,  an  attendant 
restoring  each  according  to  the  library  marks. 
As  regards  the  reading-room,  a  similar  liberty 
prevails.  Newspapers  in  their  files  lie  free 
upon  racks,  periodicals  in  alphabetical  order 
upon  open  desks.  Each  visitor  may  browse 
as  he  pleases  along  the  row, —  now  straighten- 
ing his  spine  or  rolling  easily  forward  on  his 
rings  (according  as  he  is  a  vertebrate  or  an 
annulate)  while  in  two  minutes  he  runs  down 
the  table  of  contents  of  halt  a  dozen  maga- 
zines; now  burying  himself  in  an  arm-chair, 


or  squirming  into  whatever  position  of  com- 
fort, while  he  fastens  upon  the  solid  article  of 
the  Edinburgh  or  the  Quarterly,  The  libra- 
rian avers  that  this  freedom  of  access  is 
attended  by  no  so  great  inconvenience  or 
bad  result  as  to  make  it  inexpedient.  Shelf* 
room  privileges  have  too  seldom  been  abused 
by  the  theft  or  mutilation  of  books  to  form  a 
reason  for  abrogating  them.  The  presence 
of  worms  and  others  in  the  alcoves  has  been 
no  trial  worth  speaking  of  to  the  unhysteri- 
cal  attendants;  the  regulation  requiring  that 
books  shall  be  returned  to  the  shelves  by  an 
official  prevents  any  disarrangement.  A  very 
few  times  in  the  course  of  a  year  periodicals 
disappear,  and  now  and  then,  on  crowded 
days,  pamphlets  and  newspaper  files  fall  into 
a  confusion  which  the  attendant  cannot  rec- 
tify in  a  moment.  But  the  trouble  arising 
from  this  freedom  of  access  is  slight,  not  to 
be  weighed  for  a  moment,  against  the  advan- 
tages of  the  plan. 

I  have  in  this  paper  discussed  library  man- 
agement as  it  presents  itself  to  the  vermicular 
apprehension.  The  question  is  embarrassed 
by  the  circumstance  that  it  would  be  quite 
wrong  not  to  show  a  certain  respect  to  human 
ideas  and  conditions.  I  trust  I  have  shown  a 
spirit  of  candor.  The  custodians  of  the  li- 
brary of  the  Vatican,  imless  report  belies  them, 
recognize  only  one  duty,  that  of  keeping  their 
books  safe,  unconcerned  by  any  consideration 
so  entirely  irrelevant  as  that  the  books  should 
be  used.  The  book-worms,  on  the  other 
hand,  recognize  their  duty  of  browsing,  re- 
garding it  in  their  hearts  as  quite  irrelevant 
that  books  should  be  preserved.  Between  the 
Vatican  and  vermicular  extremes,  the  precious 
brotherhood  of  librarians  may  be  found  at  vari- 
ous intermediate  points,  too  often  nearer  to  the 
good  Roman  fathers  than  to  my  own  congen- 
ers. Let  the  humble  plea  of  the  book-worms 
be  heard.  We  ask  but  a  modicum  of  right. 
With  us,  it  is  browse  or  starve.  We  concede 
that  our  charge  should  be  guarded ;  but  ex- 
clude not  the  browsers  from  their  fit  pasture. 
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HOW  THE  BOOKS   WERE  BOUGHT  FOR  OUR  LIBRARY. 


BY  C:  ALSX.   NELSON,   LIBRARIAN   HOWARD   MEMORIAL  LIBRARY,    NEW  ORLEANS,   LA. 


TT  may  seem  to  many  that  showing  how 
books  were  selected  and  bought  for  a  li- 
brary will  be  simply  repeating  the  A  B  C  of 
the  knowledge  which  every  librarian  already 
possesses ;  but  those  of  us  who  have  forgotten 
the  glimmering  dawn  of  our  library  day  in  the 
flood  of  light  which  wide  and  varied  experi- 
ence has  shed  about  our  noontide,  should 
bear  in  mind  that  there  may  be  in  our  midst 
some  to  whom  the  alphabet  of  finance  in  li- 
brary economy  will  not  be  unwelcome. 

My  engagement  with  the  Howard  Memorial 
Library  was  made  some  months  before  the 
work  upon  the  Astor  Library  catalog  was 
finished  in  July,  1888.  Therefore,  as  the  new 
library  was  to  be  a  reference  library,  modeled 
after  the  one  whose  catalog  I  was  then  com- 
pleting, the  first  list  prepared  was  one  of  the 
books  of  reference  most  used  in  the  Astor 
Library,  supplemented  by  a  list  of  the  biblio- 
graphical works  found  most  useful  in  prepar- 
ing the  Astor  Library  catalog.  Discretion, 
however,  was  exercised  in  ordering  from  these 
lists,  as  many  of  the  works  listed  would  not 
be  absolutely  necessary  in  a  new  library  at  its 
inception,  but  could  be  ordered  as  its  lines  of 
growth  became  more  clearly  defined. 

Late  in  July,  1888,  there  was  offered  for 
sale  by  auction  in  New  York  an  admirably 
selected  private  library.  The  time  of  year  was 
specially  favorable  for  buying;  and,  as  the 
catalog  contained  many  standard  works  in 
excellent  editions  and  bindings,  I  decided 
that  it  was  an  opportunity  not  to  be  lost ;  but 
it  was  not  till  the  first  day  of  the  sale  that  I 
was  able  to  submit  the  catalog  for  approval, 
and  get  permission  to  buy.  Nearly  400 
volumes  were  bought,  at  a  cost  much  below 
usual  auction  prices. 

The  catalogs  of  the  leading  American 
publishers  —  Appleton ;  Harper ;  Putnam  ; 
Scribners;  Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.;  Little, 
Brown  &  Co.;  Roberts  Bros.;  Lee  &  Shepard; 
Lippincott;  Dodd,  Mead  &  Co.;  Holt;  Whit- 


taker;  Armstrong;  Funk  &  Wagnalls;  and  Van 
Nostrand;  and  also  those  of  Cassell;  Long- 
mans; Macmillan;  and  Spon — were  carefully 
examined,  and  the  books  to  be  ordered  from 
each  were  checked,  the  checked  catalog 
serving  as  an  order  list  by  which  the  books 
were  laid  out  by  the  publisher  for  examination 
before  shipment.  A  long  experience  in  the 
book  trade  and  acquaintance  wi.th  the  publish- 
ers enabled  me  to  make  such  terms  that,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  the  orders  were  placed  di- 
rectly with  each  publisher.  As  the  best  books 
on  each  catalog  were  ordered,  this  arrange- 
ment was  the  more  easily  effected. 

The  American  and  English  catalogs  were 
secured  as  early  as  possible,  and  the  general 
encyclopaedias  and  dictionaries  were  among 
the  first  books  ordered.  Several  sets  of  peri- 
odicals and  some  miscellaneous  books  were 
ordered  of  the  Boston  Book  Co.,  and  a  large 
number  of  standard  and  miscellaneous  works 
were  selected  from  the  general  stock  of  the 
Putnams  by  personal  examination.  The  vari- 
ous auction  sales  from  August  to  October 
were  attended,  and  many  bargains  secured, 
especially  at  the  fall  parcel  and  trade  sales. 

In  order  to  avoid  the  purchase  of  duplicates, 
the  books,  as  soon  as  ordered  and  bought, 
were  cataloged  on  the  standard  order  slip^ 
of  the  Library  Bureau,  which  slips  are  used 
as  the  official  catalog  of  our  library. 

In  checking  off  the  books,  careful  attention 
was  paid  to  providing  for  the  probable  de- 
mands that  would  be  made  upon  the  library. 
Naturally,  everything  relating  to  the  history 
of  Louisiana  would  be  looked  for  on  our 
shelves,  and,  as  it  is  purposed  to  make  the  li- 
brary one  of  the  leading  reference  libraries  of 
the  South,  works  relating  to  the  South,  or  by 
southern  authors,  have  been,  and  continue  to 
be,  purchased.  For  the  same  reason,  books 
on  Mexico,  Central  America,  and  South  Amer- 
ica, and  on  inter-oceanic  canals  and  railways 
are  among  our  specialties. 
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From  an  agricultural  point  of  view,  works 
on  the  culture  of  sugar-cane,  cotton,  rice,  and 
tobacco,  as  well  as  those  on  the  manufacture 
of  sugar  and  cotton  goods  were  selected.  Ex- 
posed to  the  annual  floods  of  the  Mississippi 
River,  we  had  to  provide  the  best  information 
on  the  hydraulics  of  rivers  and  canals,  and 
the  building  of  levees  and  embankments ;  and 
on  the  subjects  of  drainage,  sanitation,  and 
yellow  fever  too  much  light  could  not  be 
thrown.  Water-supply,  also  ice-making,  light- 
ing by  gas  and  electricity,  road-making,  rail- 
roading, and  electric  engineering  were  sub- 
jects of  vital  interest  and  importance.  New 
Orleans,  being  one  of  the  largest  ports  of  en- 
try and  export  in  the  country,  the  best  works 
on  harbors  and  docks  were  procured,  and, 
with  an  eye  to  the  future,  on  bridge-building, 
also.  In  view  of  the  numerous  branches  of 
manufacture  carried  on  in  the  city,  mechan- 
ics and  the  useful  arts  were  fully  represented 
in  the  books  selected. 

The  catalogs  named  presented  us  with  a 
liberal  supply  of  admirable  works  in  natural 
science,  to  which  others  were  added  of  the 
popular  order.  A  few  hundred  volumes,  by 
some  of  the  best  writers  on  theology,  were  se- 
lected, a  few  shelves  full  of  authorities  in 
philology,  and  a  full  supply  in  sociology,  es- 
pecially in  political  economy;  while  liberal 
place  was  given  to  representatives  of  the  va- 
rious schools  of  philosophy.  In  fine  arts, 
general  and  special  histories,  and  many  of  the 
leading  books  of  ornament  and  design  were 
secured,  and  especially  books  of  costume; 
and  such  as  would  give  suggestions  for  the 
grand  pageants  of  Mardi  Gras.  Athletic 
sports  and  yachting  also  received  special 
attention. 


To  meet  the  wants  of  the  literary  societies 
among  the  ladies  of  our  city,  of  which  I 
will  name  but  two, —  the  Geographies  and  the 
Quarante  Club, —  works  relating  to  the  relig- 
ions of  the  East  were  procured  for  the  first- 
named,  and  those  on  the  literatures  of  Greece, 
Rome,  Italy,  Spain,  and  France  for  the  other. 
The  large  French  element  in  the  city  induced 
the  selection  of  several  hundred  volumes  in 
modern  French  literature.  The  standard  Eng- 
lish and  American  poets  were  procured,  but 
in  fiction  only  a  selection  from  the  best  books 
was  made.  Biography  and  history  are  very 
fully  represented,  and  a  good  beginning  has 
been  made  of  a  collection  of  books  on  our 
civil  war,  a  department  of  the  library  which 
will  be  made  as  complete  as  possible. 

In  checking  off  and  ordering  scientific 
books  on  the  catalogs  of  Van  Nostrand, 
Spon,  and  others,  I  had  the  advice  and  assist- 
ance of  Mr.  C:  E.  Speir,  of  D.  Van  Nostrand 
Co.,  whose  wide  knowledge  of  scientific  pub- 
lications, sound  judgment,  and,  I  can  also 
add,  disinterestedness,  proved  of  the  greatest 
value  to  me,  as  I  am  confident  they  will  also 
prove  to  others  who  may  consult  him  in 
selecting  this  class  of  books.  I  wish  also  to 
acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the  late  Mr. 
G:  E:  Brett,  manager  of  the  American  branch 
of  Macmillan  &  Co.,  for  his  courtesy  and  full 
and  free  counsel  in  aiding  me  to  cull  from  the 
admirable  list  of  publications  of  this  house 
those  best  adapted  to  library  use.  That 
librarian  is  wise  who  complements  his  own 
(shall  I  say  it?)  not  always  infallible  judg- 
ment with  what  aid  he  can  draw  from  such  ex- 
perts ;  for  if  he  be  discreetly  silent  (as  per- 
haps I  have  not  been),  will  not  the  net  result 
redound  to  his  own  credit? 
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ANTEDILUVIAN  LIBRARIES. 


BY   ERNEST  C.   RICHARDSON,  PH.D. 


T^HIS  paper  has  at  bottom  the  sober,  his- 
torical  purpose  of  clearing  the  ground 
for  the  proper  history  of  libraries.  It  is  an 
introductory  chapter  on  the  mythical  period 
of  library  history,  and  may  perhaps  be  fol- 
lowed somewhere  some  time  by  a  chapter 
on  the  Akkadian,  Babylonian,  and  Assyrian 
libraries  and  their  interesting  library  economy. 

Schmidt  in  his  Handbuch  d.  Bibliotheks- 
wissenschaft  (Weimar,  1840)  contains  (pp.  6 
and  7)  a  list  of  treatises  on  antediluvian  li- 
braries, and  mentions  also  some  earlier  writers 
who  have  maintained  the  existence  of  libraries 
before  the  flood.  As  none  of  these  were  at  hand 
from  which  to  draw  material,  this  paper  is  neces- 
sarily limited  to  the  meager  results  of  original 
investigation.  It  purposes  to  examine  what 
accounts,  if  any,  we  have  of  antediluvian  li- 
braries, their  character,  contents,  extent,  and 
methods  of  administration,  with  some  critical 
examination  of  the  relative  value  of  those 
methods. 

Such  an  examination  as  this  might  perhaps 
begin  with  a  study  of  Adam's  library  —  what  it 
consisted  of,  how  it  was  arranged  and  where 
kept,  and  whether  it  was  formed  before  Eve 
was,  and  who  was  librarian ;  on  all  of  which 
questions  there  are  easily  accessible  sources. 
But  there  may  perhaps  be  critical  pre-adamit- 
ists  here ;  or  one,  perchance,  who,  fed  by  Plato 
or  Wordsworth,  thinks  the  soul  is  preexistent, 
and 

*' .  .  .  trailing  clouds  of  glory  do  we  come 
From  God,  who  is  our  home." 

and  if  preexistent  souls,  why  not  preexistent 
libraries  ?  I  do  verily  assure  you  that  I  do 
not  believe  the  tales  of  pre-adamitic  and  pre- 
existing libraries  to  be  wholly  true ;  but,  to  be 
scientific  and^forestall  captious  critics,  we  will 
begin  before  the  beginning  and  treat :  — 

1.  Preexistent  libraries. 

2.  Pre-adamitic  libraries. 

3.  Antediluvian  libraries  proper. 

The  first  known  library  is  what  is  now  com- 
monly called  the  "  Veda."  This,  you  know,  is  a 


collection  of  various  works,  including  poetry* 
philosophy,  religion,  theology,  etc. 

It  used  to  be  thought  that  Brahma,  the  Cre- 
ator, existed  first  and  produced  the  Vedas, 
but  no,  it  appears  from  the  Institutes  of  Manu* 
that  this  library  existed  even  before  the  Creator 
created  himself.  After  the  Creator  created 
himself  in  the  forth  of  Brahma,  and  had  made 
the  soul,  consciousness,  mind,  he  formed  all 
creatures  and  assigned  to  them  (1.21)'*  dis- 
tinct names,  distinct  acts,  and  distinct  occu- 
pations, as  they  had  been  revealed  in  the 
preexisting  Vedas?^  (Some  books,  you  see, 
existed  before  mind  was  created,  and  this  we 
can  believe.) 

Kalluka  Bhatta,  in  his  commentary  on  this 
passage  (Muir.  Sanskrit  texts  v.  3 : 6)  explains 
how  the  preexisting  Vedas  were  preserved. 
"  The  same  Vedas  which  existed  in  the  pre- 
vious mundane  era  (Kalpa)  were  preserved 
in  the  memory  of  the  omniscient  Brahma, 
who  was  with  the  Supreme  Spirit.  It  was 
these  same  Vedas  that,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  [present]  Kalpa  he  drew  forth  from  Agni, 
Vaya,  and  Surya"(Muir.  v.  3). 

In  other  words,  at  the  beginning  of  this 
world,  the  Creator  first  created  himself,  and 
then  gathered  from  various  sources  —  whether 
libraries  or  publishers  is  not  mentioned  — 
the  collection  of  books  known  as  the  Vedas, 
and  on  the  basis  of  this  (cf.  Ssk.  XtrX%^ passim) 
all  things  were  created.  There  was  thus  a 
library.  Brahma  was  librarian,  and  kept  all  the 
books  in  his  mind.  Brahma  was  thus  in  him- 
self a  library,  and  for  a  long  time  the  deposi- 
tories of  the  Vedas  were  in  the  minds  of 
men,  but  were,  I  venture  to  say,  proper 
libraries. 

In  the  case  of  Brahma  this  literature  was 
classified  under  four  heads,  in   Dr.  Poole's 

*  Even  if  the  Institutes  of  Manu  do  not,  as  Sir  William 
Jones  thought,  date  from  1250  B.  C,  or  even  as  Elphinstone 
claimed,  from  900  B.  C,  yet  it  will  be  safe  at  least  to  take  the 
testimony  of  Prof.  Monier  Williams  (Sanskrit  Wisdom,  p. 
a  is),  that  they  cannot  be  put  later  than  the  fifth  century, 
B.C.,  while  portions  of  them  are  older  still. 
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compartment  system,  and,  as  in  the  Boston 
Public  Library,  different  classes  of  literature 
were  issued  from  different  places.  "From 
the  eastern  mouth  of  Brahma  .  .  .  issued  .  .  • 
the  rich  verses.  .  .  .  From  his  southern 
mouth  .  .  .  the  yajash  verses.  .  .  .  From  the 
western  mouth  .  .  .  the  saman  verses  and  the 
metics.  .  .  .  From  the  northern  mouth  of 
Vedas  (Brahma)  was  manifested  the  entire 
Atharvana  "  (Muir.  3 :  12)  —  the  classification 
being  thus  by  subjects  with  notation  accord- 
ing to  the  points  of  the  compass. 

Odin's  Library. 

A  second  group  of  preSxistent  libraries 
may  be  gathered  under  the  head  of  Odin's 
Library,  This  is  represented  under  various 
forms  in  the  northern  mythology,  but  these 
may  be  simplified  to  two,  and  these,  in  fact, 
are  identical  —  the  fountains  of  Urd  and 
Mimer  and  the  mead  of  the  gods. 

There  is  an  exquisite  philosophy  under  it 
all,  but  this  in  the  main  and  all  details  of 
proof  must  be  left,  only  saying  that  the 
points  have  been  worked  out  with  care.  The 
history  of  the  first  form  of  this  library  is 
briefly  as  follows:  It  appeared  first  in  the 
form  of  Kvaser.  Kvaser  was  wisest  of  all 
the  gods  (Fooling  of  Gylfe,  54X — so  wise  that 
no  one  could  ask  a  question  which  he  was 
not  able  to  answer, —  and  he  traveled  about 
the  world  to  teach  men  knowledge.  He  was 
slain  by  the  dwarfs,  who  gave  out  that  Kvaser 
had  drowned  himself  in  his  own  wisdom, 
because,  as  it  were,  no  one  could  ask  ques- 
tions enough  to  draw  off  the  superfluous 
learning  (some  members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  were 
not  then  born).  His  blood  was  saved  in  two 
jars  —  Son  (expiation)  and  Bodn  (offering)  — 
and  a  kettle  called  Odrorer  (that  which  moves 
the  mind).  This  blood,  mixed  with  honey, 
constituted  a  mead,  the  drinking  of  which 
made  a  man  a  **  poet  and  man  of  knowledge." 
The  dwarfs  bartered  the  mead  with  the  giant 
Suttung,  from  whose  daughter  Gunl6d  Odin 
stole  both  heart  and  mead.  Odin  escaped, 
closely  pursued  by  Suttung.  Almost  over- 
taken, he  threw  out  a  little  of  the  mead, 
which,  sprinkled  about  on  earth,  is  what  the 
poetasters  have ;  but  the  rest  was  saved,  and, 


jealously  kept  in  jars,  is  distributed  to  the 
gods  and  poets  (Brage's  Talk,  38q). 

This  mead  is  knowledge,— the  spring  of 
life  and  thought,  like  the  apples,  which  Iduna 

The  lorrow-healiiig  madden, 

Wlio  the  An*!  jouth-prcMrring  vpslitM  kept, 

plucks  from  the  tree  of  knowledge  and  of  life, 
and  is  served,  as  you  will  remember,  by  the 
Valkyries. 

But  the  mead  is  said  to  be  in  part  identical 
with  the  water  of  life  in  Urd,  the  fountain  of 
heavenly  wisdom,  which,  with  Mimer  (mem- 
ory), fount  of  terrestrial  knowledge,  waters 
Iggdrasil,  the  great  tree  of  knowledge  and 
life;  and  this  water  of  life  is  knowledge. 

The  source  of  nourishment  for  the  tree  of 
life  is  thus  represented  to  be  a  great  library 
of  universal  knowledge,  classified  into  theol- 
ogy, including  fine  arts  and  belles  lettres,  and 
natural  science;  the  former  being  in  charge 
of  Urd  and  the  three  Noms  —  wisest  of 
women  —  while  the  latter  is  under  the  charge 
of  the  grim  Mimer.  Every  day  Urd  and  the 
Noms  sprinkle  the  tree  of  life  from  the  foun- 
tain of  knowledge,  and  everything  which  that 
water  touches  is  purified  to  snowy  whiteness. 
There  is  no  time  for  philosophy  now,  but  it 
is  a  curious  and 'suggestive  ^ct  that,  in  all 
the  ancient  mythologies,  the  food  and  drink 
of  life,  whether  nectar,  soma,  haoma,  or  mead, 
the  apples  of  Ida  or  Iduna,  or  whatever  the 
figure,  are  knowledge.  Is  it  not  Socrates 
who  says :  "  What  is  the  food  of  the  soul  ? 
Why,  knowledge,  it  is  the  food  of  the  souL" 

As  a  man*s  knowledge  is,  so  is  his  life  in 
kind  and  amount;  and  those  who  feed  the 
souls  of  men  through  books  are  forming  lives. 

To  return  to  this  library, — there  will  be 
noticed  of  it  the  predominance  of  female 
librarians.  The  mead  of  inspiration  and  life 
was  served  to  gods  and  heroes  by  the  Val- 
kyries, and  the  apples  were  in  charge  of  Iduna; 
while  in  the  great  world  library  all  literature 
and  art  were  in  charge  of  Urd  and  the  Norm. 
The  one  prominent  male  librarian  of  this 
library  —  Mimer — appears  in  a  most  ungra- 
cious light;  for  so  stem  was  he  that  even 
Odin,  when  he  wished  to  draw  a  book,  had 
to  deposit  one  of  his  eyes  as  a  pledge  for  its 
safe  return. 
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This  will  do  for  preexisting  libraries.  Il 
may  be  objected  respecting  them  that  it  was 
knowledge  thus  gathered,  not  books;  but 
what  are  books  but  materialised  knowledge, 
».  sort  of  essence  of  truth?  It  is  a  novelty  to 
think  of  drawing  books  by  the  pint  or  qtutrt 
from  a  spigot  rather  than  as  now  by  the 
pound  or  yard  from  a  lot  of  boxes,  but  it 
amounts  to  the  same  thing.  Any  thought 
put  in  a  fixed  form  of  expression,  for  trans- 
mission in  that  form,  is  a  book,  whether  writ- 
ten on  stone  or  paper  or  the  molecules  of  a 
brain;  and  where  several  are  systematically 
stored,  with  a  view  to  being  drawn  in  that 
exact  form,  they  form  a  proper  library,  so 
that,  e.  g.,  the  early  oral  transmitters  of  the 
Vedas  were  real  libraries. 

2.    Pre-adahitic  Libraries. 

Any  librarian  knows  that  dust  gathers  at  a 
maximum  rate  of  say  one  millimetre  per  year. 
Any  book,  therefore,  found  buried  more 
than  six  metres  deep  must  be  Pre-adamitic  Q. 
E.  D.  In  modern  excavations  of  Akkadian 
libraries,  therefore,  we  are  prepared  for  the 
statement  of  Berosus  that  the  capital  of  the 
world  250,000  years  B.  C.  was  called  Panta- 
biblionor  the  Universal  Library,  which  shows 
that  the  Prc-adamites  had  advanced  notions 
on  the  dignity  of  the  profession. 

With  this  single  mention  in  this  class  to 
which  belong  also  the  libraries  of  Egypt  with 
their  dynastic  monstrosities  of  chronology,  we 
pass  into  the  region  of  conventional  chro- 
nology, where  the  first  library  of  which  we 
have  account  is  naturally  that  of  Adam. 

3.    Antediluvian  Libraries  Proper. 
Adah's  Librarv. 

In  1884  Dr.  William  Galloway,  of  Edin- 
burgh, published  "  Dissertations  on  the  Phil- 
osophy of  the  Creation,"  a  very  exhaustive 
and  amusing  study  of  traditions.  It  contains 
some  interesting -matter  to  our  point-  I  draw 
from  this  and  various  old  traditions  found  in 
various  sources  the  following  authentic  details. 
On  the  seventh  day  Jehovah,  It  is  >aid,  wrote 
a  work  on  the  creation  ia  several  volui 
primarily,  to  teach  Adam  the  alphabet,  and 
secondarily,  to  preserve  the  record  of  the 
creation.    For  some  time  this  seemi  to  ha' 


formed  Adam's  entire  library.  After  the  fall, 
however,  Jehovah  published  a  new  edition  in 
one  volume  on  stone,  and  added  another  work 
on  another  stone.  These  were  placed  by  him 
in  a  "  Beth  "  01  "  House  "  on  a  mount  east  of 
the  Garden  of  Eden,  which  also  contained  the 
Cherubim.  This  was  the  first  library  build- 
ing, and  presumably  the  Cherubim  were  the 
first  librarians.  The  library  was  bequeathed 
by  Adam  to  Seth,  by  Seth  to  Enoch.  It 
formed  a  part  of  the  library  of  Noah,  and 
was  consulted  by  Moses,  who  incorporated 
the  Elohistic  and  Jehovistic  accounts  in  the 
Pentateuch. 

But  this  was  not  the  only  pretended  his- 
torical library.  Besides  this  we  have  record 
of  various  collections,  one  e.  g.  of  astrononU- 
cal  and  astrological  works  by  the  children  of 
Seth;  a  collection  of  heretical  writings  l^  . 
Ham,  written  before  the  flood,  which  he  was 
not  allowed  to  take  into  the  ark  with  him 
(Joh.  Cassianus);  and  the  many  libraries  01 
Greek  works  destroyed  by  the  flood,  of  whicL 
the  Egyptian  priest  told  Solon. 

'Q\a.  facile  princeps  in  interest  is  the  libiar, 
of  Noah.     It  contained  that  of  Adam,  wii 
very  many  additions.      At   the   time   of  IL 
flood  Noah  was  commanded  to  bury  his  booi 
—  "the  earliest,  middle,  and  recent"— In. 
pit  dug  at  Sippara.    From  this  it  appears  tl; 
the  library  must  have  been  very  targe  if  thi    ~- 
was  room  for  all  the  animals,  and  not  enoii 
for  the  book.s.     According  to  Joh.  CassisU'      "^ 
some  books  were  taken  into  the  ark  —  p.      "^ 
ably  a  select  library  suitable  for  ocean  tr. 
or  perchance  the  same  ancient  volumes 
at  limes  recommended  for  unwary  Irav. 
to  take  lo  foreign  shores. 

After  the  flood  this  library  was  dug  l 
Noah,  and  preserved  in  his  Beth  at  Nisi 
Peraea,  or,  according  to  Berosus 
by  the  sons  of  Noah,  aftvr  ''■■ 
been  translated,  and  forriii  : 
the  Babylonian  hbraries. 

The   Hindu   account   o£ 
William    Jor 
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the  deluge  Vishnu  slew  the  thief,  and  restored 
the  books  \o  Noah. 

Of  course,  seriously  speaking,  all  these 
accounts  point  simply  to  one  historical  prob- 
ability—  the  single  grain  of  historic  wheat  in 
this  bushel  of  chaff — the  probability  that 
there  were,  in  fact,  libraries  before  the  flood, 
or  at  least  before  the  conventional  date  for 
the  flood.  This  probability  is  emphasized  by 
something  like  real  evidence  in  the  Akkadian 
works  discovered  in  recent  years.  Up  to 
within  a  few  years  2200  B.  C.  was  almost  the 
earliest  date  really  claimed ;  but  later  discov- 
eries claim  an  earlier  date,  and  antediluvian 
libraries  may  for  the  first  time  fairly  demand 
the  attention  of  the  strict  historian. 

But  let  us  return  to  the  chafE, —  yet  not 
without  hope  of  a  second  grain  of  wheat, — 
and  consider  briefly  what  sort  of  libraries 
these  were  claimed  to  be,  what  they  contained. 

One  of  the  most  curious  lines  of  apocryphal 
literature  is  this  class  of  works  supposed  to 
have  been  written  by  the  antediluvians. 

Though  not  usually  mentioned  in  histories 
of  fiction,  some  have  furnished  suggestions  for 
many  a  modern  writer,  including,  perhaps, 
indirectly  at  least,  Am^lie  Rives. 

The  handiest  collection  of  such  pieces  is 
Fabricius  Codex  Pseudepigraphus  Veteris 
Testamenti  (Hamb.  1 722). 

Asking  what  books  Noah  may  have  had  in 
his  library,  we  find  that  it  may  have  contained, 
besides  the  Elohistic  and  Jehovistic  docu- 
ments mentioned,  the  following  works  by 
Adam,  e.  g.  (fl.)  "  De  nominibus  animantium." 
(^.)  A  census  report  of  the  Garden  of  Eden, 
which  included  all  living  things  and  must  have 
been  of  the  greatest  value  to  Noah  in  collect- 
ing the  animals  for  the  ark.  (^.)  The  92d 
psalm.  (^.)  A  poem  on  the  creation  of  Eve, 
and  various  other  works,  all,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed, written  after  the  fall ;  for  the  very  same 
authentic  chroniclers  who  ascribe  these  works 
to  Adam  declare  that  he  was  born  at  three 
o'clock,  sinned  at  eleven,  was  **  damnatus  "  at 
twelve,  and  driven  out  of  Eden  early  next 
morning  —  which  left  little  time  for  literary 
work,  one  may  suppose. 

The  library  might  have  contained  also 
works  by  Cain,  Seth,  Enos,  Enoch,  Methu- 


selah and  others,  and  various  works  by  Noah 
himself,  including  his  history  of  the  world  to 
his  own  time  written  before  the  fiood  and 
published  in  two  editions,  one  on  wood  and 
one  on  stone. 

One  can  imagine  Noah^s  sons, 

"  In  the  spring-time,  when  a  young  man's  fancy 
Lightly  turns  to  thoughts  of  love," 

drawing  a  slab  or  two  of  Adam*s  poem  on  the 
creation  of  Eve,  and  see  their  disappointment 
at  the  calm  way  in  which  he  invites  her  to 
**  shake  hands  and  kiss  him." 

The  books  were  written  generally  on  brick 
or  stone,  but  sometimes  on  wood  —  those  on 
brick  or  stone  furnishing  a  curious  inversion 
of  a  modern  problem  by  making  the  books 
fire  and  water  proof  instead  of  the  buildings. 
Shall  we  perhaps  come  to  asbestos  books  ? 

There  has  been  much  controversy  as  to  the 
universality  of  the  deluge,  but  there  are  right 
here  in  Amerca  libraries  which  do  not  seem 
to  have  been  touched  by  the  flood,  not  even  so 
much  as  to  have  had  their  floors  cleaned. 

They  cannot  be  post-diluvian,  for  they  are 
very  old,  and  it  must  have  taken  a  great  deal 
of  time  for  them  to  become  so  old. 

I  do  not  propose  to  enumerate  such  libraries, 
but  only  to  give  a  very  few  characteristics  out 
of  our  study  of  the  traits  which  are  peculiar 
to  extreme  antediluvian  libraries  —  ear-marks 
or  rules  for  recognizing  such  libraries. 

By  noting  the  fact  that  certain  evolutionary 
stages  were  reached  at  certain  times,  it  appears 
that 

1.  When  a  library  (a)  excludes  poetry  or 
fiction,  {p)  has  no  adequate  protection  against 
fire  and  water,  {c)  has  no  special  suitable  build- 
ing or  room,  {d)  does  not  admit  more  than 
one  copy  or  edition  of  a  work,  it  is  pre- 
adamitic  —  Adamites  and  antediluvians  in- 
cluded poetry  and  fiction,  had  protection 
against  fire  and  water,  had  special  buildings, 
and  kept  more  than  one  edition  or  copy  of  a 
work. 

2.  When  a  library  admits  its  function  to 
be  anything  less  than  primary  in  importance, 
it  is  pre-pre-adamitic  or  pregxi stent. 

3.  and  finally.  When  a  library  is  treated  as 
the  exclusive  property  of  tl  e  librarian,  when 
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it  refuses  to  employ  women  librarians,  when 
it  includes  only  contemporaneous  literature, 
or  when  it  is  not  classified,  it  antedates  the 
preSxistent. 
We  may  learn  many  a  lesson  from  these 


ancient  tales,  but  chief  of  all  we  learn  that 
libraries  are  depositories  of  knowledge  and 
sources  of  life ;  that  librarians  are  custodians 
of  knowledge  and  dispensers  of  life.  May 
they  live  up  to  their  high  calling. 


THE  FUTURE  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


BY   LEWIS   H.   STEINER,   LIBRARIAN   ENOCH   PRATT  LIBRARY,   BALTIMORK. 


T  ARGE  libraries,  filled  with  collections  of 
the  written  and  printed  learning  of  the 
wise  men  of  the  world,  have  been  known  for 
ages.  They  were  for  the  few ;  for  those  who, 
retiring  from  the  attractions  of  business  and 
the  allurements  of  public  life,  lived  among 
books,  and  ardently  desired  no  greater  occu- 
pation, no  higher  honor  than  to  swell  the 
number  of  such  monuments  of  man's  intel- 
lectual power.  No  ambition  to  extend  the 
treasures  of  learning  to  the  unlearned  seemed 
to  animate  the  student  of  those  days.  To 
preserve  and  enlarge  these  wondrous  mauso- 
leums of  laborious  genius  was  the  chief 
object  of  their  ambition.  The  great  majority 
of  the  race  had  no  part  in  such  treasures,  was 
content  to  dig  and  labor  for  a  precarious 
existence,  and  to  die,  as  it  were,  gleba 
adscript  us.  Such  was  the  relation  of  man- 
kind to  the  huge  collections  of  books,  known 
as  libraries,  in  the  early  days  of  learning. 

But  as  years  and  centuries  passed  by,  the 
people  began  to  feel  that  they  had  a  right  to 
whatever  was  good  and  ennobling  in  the 
lands  where  their  lot  was  cast.  There  might 
be  a  divine  right  inherent  to  kings,  but  there 
was  also  a  divine  right  inherent  to  every 
human  being  to  enter  the  halls  of  learning, 
and,  seizing  everything  that  could  intensify 
and  enlarge  the  intellectual  powers,  aspire  to 
the  attainment  of  all  that  tended  to  make  him 
master  of  the  world  and  its  varied  secrets. 
The  attainment  of  scientific  knowledge,  politi- 
cal knowledge, —  of  all  forms  of  knowledge, — 
must  be  made  possible.  Man  had  been  made 
in  the  image  of  his  Maker,  and  therefore  it 
was  his  right  to  aspire  to  mastery,  and  to  use 
everything  within  his  reach  as  an  adjuvant  to 
such  an  end.    And  so  knowledge  grew,  and 


learning  became  widespread;  and  libraries, 
instead  of  remaining  the  property  of  a  chosen 
few,  became  the  most  democratic  institutions 
known  to  man.  And  with  this  change,  libra- 
ries ceased  to  be  known  as  reserved  for  the 
few.  Their  doors  were  flung  wide  open  to 
any  one  who  could  utter  the  magic  "open 
sesame,**  which  was  simply  the  articulate  cry 
of  the  hungry  soul  for  that  which  would 
make  it  wiser,  better,  and  more  like  that 
Image  after  which  it  had  been  created. 

It  would  be  a  curious  and  not  an  unprofit- 
able line  of  study  to  trace  the  Genesis  of  the 
free  public  library,  from  the  nucleus  which 
was  hidden  in  the  libraries  that  had  first  been 
established  solely  for  the  learned,  until  it 
reached  its  present  stage  of  development — 
until,  shorn  of  all  exclusiveness,  it  became 
the  freest  instrument  known  to  the  19th 
century  for  the  elevation  of  the  race  from 
ignorance,  and  the  best  and  dearest  friend  of 
every  one  whose  aspirations  impelled  him  to 
acquire  the  secrets  of  the  past  and  present, 
as  well  as  to  battle  for  himself,  his  family, 
and  fellow-citizens  in  the  future.  But  such 
a  study  is  denied  me  at  present.  Let  me, 
however,  try  to  set  forth,  as  clearly  as  practi- 
cable, some  thoughts  concerning  the  future 
of  this  mighty,  democratic  agency  of  the  19th 
century.  It  may  be  well  to  pause  for  a  while 
in  the  technical  details  of  our  professional 
work — although  these  are  so  important,  and 
must  necessarily  claim  much  attention  during 
our  annual  conferences  —  and,  for  a  few  min- 
utes, look  at  what  may  be  the  future  develop- 
ment of  the  public  library,  and  at  what  it  will 
require  of  those  who  are  honored  with  its 
charge. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  free  public 
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library  has  secured  such  a  hold  upon  the  af- 
fections of  the  people,  that  it  can  safely  en- 
dure all  possible  antagonisms  which  may  arise 
from  indifference  or  penurious  considerations. 
Communities  are  already  bearing  cheerfully 
the  necessary  taxation  for  its  support,  and 
millionaires  have  learned  to  regard  it  as  a  fa- 
vorite object  for  the  bestowment  of  the  over- 
flow of  their  bank  accounts.  A  thirst  for 
knowledge  has  seized  the  people,  and  this  can 
be  satisfied  in  no  way  so  well  as  by  resorting 
to  our  literary  reservoirs  for  continuous  sup- 
plies. The  public  library  is  closely  connected 
with  the  civilization  of  the  age  —  so  closely 
that  the  two  are  becoming  almost  inseparable. 
So  long  as  a  free  people  possesses  this  thirst 
for  knowledge,  and  looks  upon  its  gratifica- 
tion as  a  means  of  advancing  its  welfare,  of 
freeing  it  from  the  curse  of  caste,  and  of  mak- 
ing its  homes  brighter  and  happier  and  better, 
the  public  library,  with  its  treasures  of  that 
which  will  amuse,  interest,  and  instruct,  must 
remain  an  institution  very  dear  to  their  hearts. 
I.  Our  schools  do  but  fit  their  scholars  for 
its  use,  and  it  is  no  misnomer  to  speak  of  it  as 
the  people*s  university,  where  every  aspira- 
tion for  knowledge  should  receive,  not  only 
kindly  encouragement,  but  direct  and  invalu- 
able assistance.  And  this  brings  me  to  my 
first  proposition,  that  **the  public  library 
must  be  kept  in  thorough  sympathy  with  the 
people,"  by  furnishing  not  only  the  treasures 
of  the  past,  but  whatever  may  belong  to  pres- 
ent discovery,  both  in  arts  and  sciences,  or  to 
topics  that  have  come  to  the  front  as  of  burn- 
ing value  to  mankind.  It  must  always  be  a 
living  fountain  of  refreshment  to  the  human 
soul.  It  cannot  fossilize  itself  by  mere  collec- 
tions of  the  productions  of  the  past.  It  is  no 
place  for  the  mere  hoarding  of  the  severely 
classic.  It  must  also  furnish  the  results  of 
whatever  the  present  brings  forth,  and  be 
ready  to  supply  this  on  call  of  every  age  and 
condition.  It  must  disdain  to  furnish  infor- 
mation on  no  subject,  on  account  of  its  seem- 
ing triviality,  nor  shrink  from  the  task  of  sup- 
plying draughts  from  the  most  profound  sources 
of  human  wisdom,  should  these  be  solicited. 
It  must  become  an  encyclopaedic  helper  to 
the  community,  never  at  a  loss  for  an  answer 


to  a  question,  if  thd  same  can  be  found  on  the 
printed  page.  On  the  lookout  for  the  first 
rays  of  any  light  that  penetrates  the  dark  cor- 
ners of  the  mind,  it  must  gather  up  all  these, 
and  preserve  them  for  those  who  will  be  most 
in  need  of  their  assistance.  In  this  univer- 
sity there  must  not  only  be  knowledge,  but 
that  prescience  which  may  predict  and  recog- 
nize the  faintest  indication  of  the  appearance 
of  a  new  discovery  or  a  new  application  of  a 
recognized  principle,  and  then  generously  put 
the  same  at  the  disposal  of  all  its  pupils.  It 
must,  by  loyalty  to  its  sphere  of  duty,  show 
its  indispensability  to  its  patrons,  so  that  no 
public  institution  will  become  more  intrinsi- 
cally valuable  to  them,  and  none  be  looked 
upon  with  deeper  affection  and  more  ardent 
love.  In  this  way  it  will  be  true  to  its  high 
mission,  and  demonstrate  its  right  to  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people;  and  these  will  learn, 
through  the  recognition  of  such  sympathy 
with  their  wants  and  needs,  to  come  to  it  al- 
ways for  aid  and  assistance  in  the  various 
problems  that  meet  them  in  the  daily  strug- 
gles of  life. 

2.  Who,  then,  is  equal  to  the  task  of 
developing  the  capabilities  of  this  great  uni- 
versity, and  how  can  these  be  made  most 
useful  to  the  crowds  that  will  throng  its 
halls  ?  There  is  much  technique  to  be  mas- 
tered. We  meet  and  discuss  this  with 
earnestness.  Classification  and  mechanical 
appliances  to  assist  in  the  details  of  adminis- 
tration, the  best  methods  of  doing  this  and 
that,  the  best  forms  of  blanks  wherewith 
accounts  can  be  kept  and  statistics  made 
practically  available,  how  time  and  labor  can 
be  saved  by  such  an  invention, —  these  and 
thousands  of  other  subjects  demand  our 
attention;  and  our  time  is  so  frequently 
occupied  with  them  —  this  tithing  of  "mint, 
anise,  and  cummin" — that  we  are  in  great 
danger  of  forgetting  "  the  weightier  matters 
of  the  law  " —  the  great  trusts  confided  to  our 
hands,  the  immense  responsibilities  that  have 
been  voluntarily  assumed,  and  which  must 
never  be  overlooked.  He  who  is  to  be  the 
mentor  of  young  and  old,  who  come  with 
their  unending  questions  on  every  subject  to 
the  library,  must  not  be  content  with  a  mere 
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acquaintance,  however  exhaustive  it  may  be, 
with  the  details  of  library  management.  He 
dare  not  despise  these,  since  they  are  essen- 
tial to  system  and  the  successful  performance 
of  his  daily  duties.  They  must  be  familiar 
to  him  and  his  assistants,  but  they  belong 
only  to  the  mechanical  performance  of  duties, 
while  there  are  others  of  greater  importance 
that  inhere  to  his  professional  position,  which 
should  never  be  neglected,  and  without  an 
attention  to  which  he  will  fall  far  short  of  the 
usefulness  he  should  attain.  Constant  study, 
some  familiarity  with  what  has  been  done  by 
the  human  mind  in  all  spheres  of  its  activity, 
with  the  novelties  of  the  age  as  presented  by 
specialists  whose  activity  at  present  is  truly 
marvelous ;  in  fine,  with  the  learning  of  the 
world.  All  this  would  not  more  than  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  situation  occupied  by 
the  librarian.  Who  is  sufficient  for  all  this  ? 
No  one  would  arrogantly  claim  for  himself 
such  omniscience.  What  then?  He  can 
possess  himself  with  an  acquaintance  with 
the  sources  whence  such  varied  information 
can  be  obtained,  so  as  to  be  able  to  point  the 
road  that  the  inquirer  must  take  to  secure 
correct  answers  to  his  queries.  And  this,  I 
believe,  must  be  the  line  of  study  to  be  taken 
by  the  public  librarian,  so  that  he  can  help, 
advise,  aid,  and  assist,  if  he  is  unable  to 
furnish  the  full  information  required.  He 
may  have  his  own  special  subjects  of  study, 
but  he  dare  not  prosecute  them  to  the  detri- 
ment of  this  more  important  portion  of  his 
duties. 

The  library,  in  the  future,  must  not  only  be 
a  collection  of  books  to  amuse  and  instruct, 
to  aid  and  assist  those  who  are  hungering  and 
thirsting  for  knowledge,  but  it  must  furnish 
guidance  and  direction  for  all  who  are  unable 
to  secure  this  from  its  stores.  It  must  fur- 
nish counsel  for  those  who  would  employ  its 
treasures,  and  this  function  belongs  naturally 
to  him  who  has  been  intrusted  with  its  man- 
agement and  conduct.  He  must  not  only 
cater  to  existing  public  tastes,  but  assist  in 
the  creation  of  new  ones  on  the  highest  pos- 
sible plane.  He  must  become  the  superin- 
tendent of  a  class  of  assistants,  who  shall  also 
be  relieved  of  technical  details,  of  duties  con- 


nected with  the  receiving  of  the  fresh  mate- 
rials that  a  growing  library  will  be  acquiring 
daily,  of  classifying  and  making  these  readily 
obtainable  from  its  shelves, —  of  all  duties  con- 
nected with  the  economic  administration  of  its 
daily  work,  and,  in  fine,  of  everything  that 
will  interfere  with  the  most  practical  instruc- 
tional work.  These  assistants  will  employ 
the  keys  that  unlock  the  treasures  of  the  li- 
brary, and  make  their  contents  available  in 
the  most  intelligible  way  for  the  hungry  stu- 
dent. The  Bureau  of  Information,  that  some 
librarians  have  already  felt  themselves  forced 
to  establish  in  their  libraries,  will  increase  in 
dimensions  until^it  is  so  organized  as  to  dis- 
tribute its  duties  among  those  who  are  to  be- 
come specialists  in  the  different  departments 
of  human  study. 

The  ideal  public  library  of  the  future  will 
thus  not  only  be  a  warehouse  of  books, 
where  the  most  complete  adaptation  of  the 
best  technical  methods  for  their  arrangement, 
classification,  and  management  shall  be  em- 
ployed, but  a  realization  of  a  people^s  uni- 
versity, supplied  with  instructors  —  whatever 
names  be  given  them  —  fully  competent  to 
guide  and  instruct  its  pupils,  and  to  make  its 
books  of  incalculable  value ;  over  all  of  which 
will  preside  the  one  mind  that  is  full  of 
sympathy  with  its  students,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  broad  enough  and  wise  enough  to  com- 
prehend all  necessary  practical  details,  while 
it  commits  these  to  subordinate  officers  — 
some  to  manage  those  of  a  mere  technical 
character,  and  others  to  exercise  those  in- 
structional duties  that  are  demanded,  in  order 
to  make  the  library  most  useful  to  the  great- 
est number. 

It  may  be  said  that  to  accomplish  all  this 
will  require  a  large  outlay  of  money,  but  the 
same  can  be  said  of  all  enterprises  under- 
taken for  the  instruction  and  advancement  of 
the  race.  Still,  we  have  found  that,  when 
the  ideal  of  any  such  enterprise  approves 
itself  to  the  judgment  of  the  public,  the 
money  for  its  full  accomplishment  comes 
sooner  or  later.  Our  colleges  have  rarely 
sprung  into  existence  fully  equipped  for  the 
tasks  they  have  undertaken.  They  have 
generally  struggled  under  difficulties  of  the 


STEINER. 


47 


most  disheartening  character.  But  when 
their  instructors  have  proven  themselves 
equal  to  their  tasks,  have  made  their  pupils 
and  the  great  public  see  the  beneficial 
results  of  their  labors,  we  have  found  that 
the  money  needed  for  their  support,  for  the 
erection  of  suitable  buildings,  and  the  proper 
supply  of  books  and  instruments  and  the 
necessary  appliances  for  illustration,  has  come 
at  first  in  little  rills,  then  in  larger  steams, 
and  finally  in  quantity  sufficient  to  supply 
these,  as  well  as  adequately  to  compensate 
the  able  and  conscientious  men  who  have 
devoted  their  energies  to  such  noble  work. 
The  collegiate  institutions  that  have  been 
ushered  into  existence  through  large  and 
bountiful  benefactions  are  simply  evidences, 
in  these  latter  days,  of  what  the  people  have 
learned  to  admire  and  put  confidence  in,  in 
the  case  of  those  that  have  fought  the  good 
fight  in  previous  years,  and  thus  secured  con- 
fidence in  the  grand  ideal.  Moreover,  the 
age  has  begun  to  feel  that  money  can  be 
profitably  employed  in  the  establishment  of 
vast  institutions  for  the  training  of  the  young 
in  industrial  pursuits,  in  the  practical  appli- 
cations of  the  fine  arts,  and,  indeed,  in  a 
thousand  lines  of  work,  in  which  in  former 
days  unaided  genius  was  content  to  struggle 
and  labor  without  aid  or  assistance.  The 
tide  of  generous  benefaction  has  been  already 
directed  towards  the  foundation  and  support 
of  libraries,  and  it  is  manifesting  itself  in  all 
directions  in  the  form  of  gifts  from  the  mil- 
lionaire, who  has  begun  to  see  how  he  may 
link  his  name  inseparably  with  great  good 
for  his  fellow-men  by  founding  public  libra- 


ries. This  movement  will  not  be  checked, 
but  rather  increased,  when  the  management 
of  the  library  shall  show  the  practical  results 
here  set  forth  as  possible.  The  fully  equipped 
and  intelligently  managed  people^s  university 
will  continue  to  claim  support  from  the  hands 
of  those  who  have  great  personal  wealth,  or 
directly  from  the  people  for  whose  benefit  it 
is  conducted. 

A  word  now  as  to  the  quarter,  whence  may 
come,  in  the  future,  baneful  influences,  which 
will  not  only  fetter  the  movement  towards 
the  attainment  of  the  ideal  here  presented,  but 
even  seriously  interfere  with  the  work  of  the 
library  in  whatever  shape  this  may  be  done. 
Already  signs  of  such  influences  have  shown 
themselves,  and  have  done  some  injury.  I  re- 
fer to  the  active  agency  of  partisan  politics  in 
the  selection  of  its  officers  and  its  general  man- 
agement, so  that  these  shall  be  made  to  agree 
with  the  dominant  majority,  who,  in  accor- 
dance with  the  prevalent  claims  of  machine 
partisan  politicians,  are  entitled  to  the  control 
of  everything  of  a  public  nature  in  the  body 
politic.  The  public  library  is  a  non-partisan 
institution ;  the  public  librarian  is  a  non-par- 
tisan citizen,  however  pronounced  may  be  his 
political  views,  and  however  he  may  feel 
called  upon  to  cast  his  ballot.  If  he  cannot 
keep  his  political  views  from  controlling  his 
conduct  as  librarian,  he  should  not  undertake 
such  duties.  But  when  true  to  the  functions 
of  his  high  calling;  he  should  be  kept  free 
from  the  perturbations  of  party,  and  guarded 
from  fears  that  he  may  be  made  a  victim  either 
of  its  erratic  likes  or  dislikes. 
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A  DJACENT  to  the  Parliament  Buildings, 
^^  and  situate  on  the  west  side  of  the  main 
avenue  of  the  Government  Gardens,  in 
close  proximity  to  the  Botanic  Gardens,  is 
the  building  occupied  conjointly  by  the  Mu- 
seum and  the  South  African  Public  Library. 

This  building  was  built  in  1858,  and  the 
Library  Hall  was  inaugurated  by  His  Royal 
Highness  Prince  Alfred  the  i8th  September, 
i860.  The  first  volume  deposited  on  that 
occasion  by  His  Royal  Highness  was  a  very 
valuable  Greek  manuscript,  **  Lecttonarum 
Grsecum,"  of  the  loth  century,  presented  by 
His  Excellency  Sir  George  Grey,  then  Gov- 
ernor of  the  colony.  The  library  now  con- 
tains about  45,000  volumes. 

A  general  catalogue  was  published  in 
1881,*  divided  into  the  five  branches  —  theol- 
ogy, jurisprudence,  sciences  and  the  arts, 
history,  and  belles  lettres. 

Of  course  it  will  be  no  news  to  the  Asso- 
ciation that  a  fine  library  has  been  growing  in 
South  Africa  for  a  half-century  and  more; 
but,  as  information  about  the  library  is  not 
generally  accessible  in  the  United  States,  I 
present  a  few  facts  gathered  in  a  short  so- 
journ at  the  Cape  last  January. 

"  The  South  African  Public  Library  of  the 
Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  established 
in  1818,  was  designed,"  says  the  "Govern- 
ment Proclamation,**  "to  lay  the  foundation 
of  a  system  which  shall  place  the  means  of 
knowledge  within  the  reach  of  the  youth  of 
this  remote  comer  of  the  globe,  and  bring 
within  their  reach  what  the  most  eloquent  of 
ancient  writers  has  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
first  blessings  of  life,  *  home  education.* " 

The  library  was  first  opened  to  the  public 


*A  General  Catalogue  of  Books  in  the  South  African 
Public  Library,  Cape  Town,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  with  a 
List  of  Donors,  Office-bearers,  and  the  Regulations  of  the 
Institution.  Compiled  by  Frederick  Maskew,  Chief  Libra- 
rian.   London :    Henry  S.  King  ft  Co.,  1S81. 


on  the  3d  January,  1822.  Wine  was  then  the 
staple  export  of  the  colony,  and  the  funds  for 
the  support  of  the  library  were  derived  from 
charges  upon  every  cask  passing  through  the 
market  of  Cape  Town.  Six  years  later,  gov- 
ernment aid  was  withdrawn  by  the  repeal  of 
the  wine-tax.  The  circulating  branch  of  the 
library  was  inaugurated  in  1829,  and,  from 
that  time  down  to  1862,  the  library  revenue 
was  almost  exclusively  derived  from  local 
subscriptions.  The  affairs  of  the  library,  at 
first  administered  by  a  board  of  trustees,  were 
subsequently  managed  by  a  committee  of  the 
subscribers  to  the  institution,  and  are  now  ad- 
ministered under  "  Ordinance  No.  viii.  of  the 
year  1836^**  which  prescribes  the  terms  of  sub- 
scription and  specific  regulations  for  all  li- 
brary interests.  Following  1862,  the  library 
received  an  annual  grant  of  £600  from  the 
Colonial  Parliament  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years. 

One  of  the  divisions  of  the  library  is  enti- 
tled the  *'  Dessinian  Collection,**  being  a  col- 
lection of  books,  with  a  few  manuscripts  and 
paintings,  which  were  bequeathed  by  Mr. 
Joachim  Nicolaas  von  Dessin  in  the  year  1761, 
**  to  serve  as  a  foundation  of  a  public  library 
for  the  advantage  of  the  community.*'  This 
valuable  collection  formed  originally  the  nu- 
cleus of  the  whole  library,  and  by  the  will  of 
the  donor  is  vested  in  three  trustees,  elected 
annually  by  the  consistory  of  the  Dutch  Re- 
formed Church  in  Cape  Town  from  among  its 
own  members.  This  division  of  the  library 
has  distinct  regulations,  and  a  separate  cata- 
logue compiled  in  1821  by  Kaufmann  and 
Von  Manger.  The  number  of  volumes 
amounts  to  4,565,  in  the  Latin,  German, 
French,  and  Dutch  languages.  This  special 
library  is  richest  in  theology  and  history. 

A  farther  division  of  the  library,  entitled 
the  Porter  Collection,  has  an  interesting 
history.     It  was  presented  to  the  library  by 
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the  subscribers  to  a  fund  for  the  purpose  of 
having  a  life-sized  portrait  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Porter  painted,  to  be  deposited  in  the  South 
African  Public  Library,  as  a  recognition  of 
the  many  and  valuable  services  rendered  by 
him  to  the  colony.  Mr.  Porter  declined  to 
sit  for  his  portrait;  and  the  Cape  Town  sub- 
scribers resolved  that  the  amount  subscribed 
by  them  should  be  devoted  to  the  purchase 
of  standard  works  to  be  placed  in  the  library, 
and  stvled  "  The  Porter  Collection." 

The  most  important  part  of  the  South  Afri- 
can Public  Library  is  the  celebrated  Grey 
Collection  of  about  5,000  volumes,  presented 
by  Sir  George  Grey.  This  collection  is  rich 
in  costly  and  valuable  manuscripts,  ranging 
from  the  loth  to  the  17th  centuries,  in  Latin, 
Italian,  Flemish,  etc.,  besides  many  rare  edi- 
tions of  black-letter  and  early  English  printed 
books.  There  are  about  130  manuscripts, 
mostly  on  vellum  and  parchment,  a  large 
number  of  which  are  very  handsomely  illumi- 
nated; for  instance,  a  missal  which  belonged 
to  Margaret  de  Valois.  Some  vulgates  are 
splendidly  written ;  also  a  copy  of  Livy  and 
Cxsar^s  "Bellum  Gallicum."  Most  of  the 
manuscripts  are  of  a  theological  and  devo- 
tional nature.  There  are  also  two  very  valu- 
able Dante  manuscripts,  one  of  which  has 
some  palimpsest  leaves.  Among  other  Italian 
poets  are  Boccaccio's  "  Fiammetta,"  and  sev- 
eral handsomely  written  manuscripts  of  Pe- 
trarch. The  Grey  Collection  also  boasts  the 
possession  of  one  of  the  earliest  copies  of  the 
"  Roman  de  la  Rose,"  a  Hebrew  Bible  of  the 
13th  century,  with  Moorish  embellishments ; 
also  two  very  old  maps  of  the  world,  pre- 
sented by  Charles  A.  Fairbridge,  Esq.,  the 
one  1489  and  the  other  1546.  Both  maps 
show  the  central  African  lakes.  There  is 
also  a  very  old  Flemish  manuscript  of  Sir  J. 
Mandeville's  "Travels,"  and  Caxton's  "Poly- 
chronicon,"  1482,  and  the  first  edition  of  the 


collected  works  of  Shakespeare,  1623.  The 
collection  of  native  literature  of  South  Africa, 
Polynesia,  and  New  Zealand  is  unrivaled,  and 
includes  manuscripts  by  the  first  mission- 
aries, Van  der  Kemp  and  Schmelen,  for  ex- 
ample, and  unpublished  letters  and  vocabu- 
laries of  Livingston.  There  is  also  an  excel- 
lent photographic  collection  of  the  native 
types  of  South  Africa, —  Bushmen,  Hotten- 
tots, and  Bantu,  Ovambu,  Herero,  Zulu, 
Kafir,  and  Basuto, —  and  a  good  number  of 
rock  paintings  of  the  Bushmen. 

Seven  or  eight  years  ago  a  philologist  was 
appointed  by  the  colonial  government  to  the 
office  of  custodian  of  the  Grey  collection,  and 
a  catalogue*  of  the  collection  was  prepared  by 
him.  It  is  little  more  than  a  list  merely,  but 
it  is  rich  in  titles  quaint  and  curious.  It  is 
divided  into  eight  parts,  among  which  are 
manuscripts  and  incunabula;  early  English- 
printed  books;  early  printed  classics  and 
mediaeval  Latin  and  other  writers ;  science  of 
language  and  comparative  philology,  Sir 
George  Grey's  specialty ;  Cape  literature ; 
and  geography,  travels,  and  ethnology. 

While  at  the  Cape  I  passed  many  pleasant 
hours  with  this  splendid  collection,  through 
the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Francis  Samuel  Lewis, 
for  a  period  of  years  assistant  at  the  Bodleian, 
and  lately  appointed  chief  librarian  at  Cape 
Town. 

Appended  is  a  table  of  the  public  libraries 
and  reading-rooms  of  the  Cape  Colony,  in- 
tended to  include  all  above  1,000  volumes 
By  the  aid  of  Map  No.  28  of  Bradley,  any  one 
interested  in  locating  them  with  precision  can 
readily  do  so.  The  Association  will  be  glad 
to  know  that  Mr.  Lewis  contemplates  an 
early  organization  of  a  South  African  Library 
Association,  after  the  American  fashion. 

*  An  Index  of  the  Grey  CoUection  in  the  South  African 
Public  Library,  by  Th.  Hahn,  late  Grey  Custodian.  Cape 
Town :  Saul  Solomon  ft  Co.,  1884. 
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REPORT    ON    LIBRARY  LEGISLATION,  Jandary,  1889 -June,  1890. 

BY    THORVALD    SOLBERG. 

'T^HE  topic  selected  for  me  to  make  a  report     legislatures  of  most  of  the  States  and  Terri- 


library  legislation  —  not  the 
ideal  legislation  which  the  A.  L.  A.  might  like 
to  suggest,  but  the  legislation  actually  passed, 
be  it  good,  bad,  or  indifferent ;  and  the  period 
intended  to  be  covered  by  the  report  is  the 
year  18S9  and  tlie  first  half  of  189a    The 


hold  biennial  sessions,  and  the 
time  of  meeting  of  some  of  them  was  in  the 
early  part  of  this  year;  but  for  such  legisla- 
tures as  met  in  1S90  I  have  only  been  able  to 
find  for  the  States  of  New  York  and  Massa- 
chusetts any  printed  volumes  of  lavs.     As 
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regards  the  session  laws  examined,  I  experi- 
enced the  same  difficulty  as  my  predecessors 
who  have  reported  on  legislation,  in  feeling 
certain  that  I  had  always  discovered  all  the 
new  laws,  owing  to  the  wretched  indexes  so 
common  in  that  kind  of  literature. 

The  legislation  relating  to  libraries  falls 
readily  into  two  divisions :  —  first,  that  which 
may  be  deemed  of  purely  private  or  local 
interest,  such  as  the  acts  incorporating  spe- 
cial libraries,  the  acts  making  appropriation 
for  the  support  of  libraries,  or  the  salaries  of 
librarians,  etc. ;  second,  such  as  relates  to  the 
establishment  or  building  up  of  public  or  free 
libraries  —  a  kind  of  legislation  decidedly  in- 
teresting to  all  librarians,  without  regard  to 
the  locality  legislated  for.  In  my  report,  I 
have  intended  simply  to  refer  to  the  first  sort 
of  legislation  in  a  way  that  would  enable  any 
one  interested  to  discover  what  laws  had  been 
passed ;  while  the  legislation  of  the  second 
class  has  been  summarized  somewhat  more 
fully.  Here  I  will  only  advert  to  the  leading 
provisions  of  the  few  more  important  acts  of 
a  general  character,  or  of  special  interest. 

In  Connecticut  a  law  was  passed  whereby 
the  State  contributes  $5  for  each  100  pupils  in 
the  public  schools  of  any  town,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books  and  apparatus  to  be  used  in 
such  schools,  provided  the  town  contributes 
an  amount  equal  to  that  paid  by  the  State 
during  the  same  year. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Illinois  amended 
the  library  act  of  1872  to  the  efiEect  that  the 
city  council  of  each  incorporated  city  shall 
have  the  power  to  establish  a  public  library 
and  reading-room,  and  maintain  it  by  an 
annual  tax  of  two  mills  on  the  dollar  on  all 
taxable  property.  In  the  case  of  cities  of 
over  100,000  inhabitants,  however,  the  rate  of 
taxation  is  i educed  to  one-half  of  a  mill  on 
the  dollar.  An  act  was  also  passed,  estab- 
lishing the  State  Historical  Library  at  Spring- 
field for  the  preservation  of  books,  manu- 
scripts, and  other  documents  relating  to 
the  history  of  the  State.  The  collection  is 
to  be  placed  in  the  State  House,  and  is  to  be 
under  the  control  of  three  trustees,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Governor.  Two  thousand 
five  hundred    dollars   annually  was  author- 


ized to  be  paid  out  to  establish  and  carry 
on  the  library,  the  librarian's  salary  being 
limited  to  $500  per  annum. 

In  Indiana  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  which  became  law  without  the 
Governor's  approval,  authorizing  cities  having 
30,000  or  more  inhabitants  to  levy  a  tax  each 
year  of  two  fifths  of  a  mill  on  each  dollar  of 
taxable  property,  the  proceeds  to  be  distrib- 
uted by  the  boards  of  school  commissioners 
in  the  purchase  of  books  for  free  libraries  in 
connection  with  the  public  schools.  Impor- 
tant changes  relating  to  the  administration  of 
the  State  Library  were  e£Fected  by  another  act ; 
and  the  State  provided  $60,000  for  a  fire- 
proof library  building  for  the  Indiana  Univer- 
sity at  Bloomington.  This  was,  apparently, 
the  only  State  aid  furnished  during  the  period 
of  this  report  for  library  building. 

The  tax-payers  of  Kansas  are  authorized  by 
an  act  passed  March  i,  1889,  to  vote  them- 
selves a  public  library  in  any  township  of 
more  than  1,000  inhabitants,  and  maintain 
it  by  an  annual  tax  of  three  mills  on  the  dol- 
lar on  all  the  taxable  property  in  the  town- 
ship, provided  the  citizens  of  the  township 
first  donate  not  less  than  $2,000  towards  the 
library  fund. 

An  important  act  to  promote  the  establish- 
ment and  efficiency  of  free  public|[libraries 
was  passed  by  the  General  Court  of  Massa- 
chusetts on  the  28th  of  May  of  this  year.  Its 
chief  provision  is  the  establishment  of  an  un- 
paid board  of  library  commissioners,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Governor  for  a  term  of  five 
years,  a  new  member  to  come  into  office  each 
year.  The  Board  of  Commissioners  is  author- 
ized to  expend  up  to  $100  for  books  for  any 
town  not  already  having  a  free  public  library, 
provided  the  town,  at  a  regularly  called  town 
meeting,  elects  a  board  of  library  trustees 
who  can  assume  the  custody  and  distribution 
of  the  books,  and  also  annually  provides,  by  a 
dog-tax  or  otherwise,  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  library  not  less  than  $50,  if  its  last  as- 
sessed valuation  was  $1,000,000  or  upward*;  or 
not  less  than  $25,  if  the  valuation  was  between 
$1,000,000  and  $250,000 ;  or  not  less  than  $1 5,  if 
said  valuation  was  less  than  $250,000.  Per- 
haps the  most  important  function  of   this 
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board  is  that  of  giving  advice  to  any  librarian 
or  to  the  trustees  of  any  public  library  who 
may  ask  for  help  in  regard  to  the  selection  of 
books,  the  cataloguing  of  the  books,  or  any 
other  matter  pertaining  to  the  maintenance  or 
administration  of  the  library.  The  board  is 
to  make  an  annual  report  which  is  to  be 
printed. 

During  the  year  1889,  the  laws  relating  to 
the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York  were 
revised  and  consolidated,  and  careful  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  increase,  develop- 
ment, and  proper  administration  of  her  great 
State  library. 

Ohio  amended  her  library  law  of  1888  by 
an  act  of  March  12,  1889,  to  the  effect  that,  in 
case  the  library  tax  of  any  city  should  pro- 
duce more  than  $15,000,  the  rate  is  to  be  re- 
duced, but  not  enough  to  make  the  result  less 
than  $13,000  annually.  Provision  is  also 
made  for  selling  $35,000  worth  of  bonds,  the 
proceeds  to  become  a  fund  for  making  new 
library  buildings  fire  proof,  and  for  furnishing 
them  and  ornamenting  their  grounds. 

Pennsylvania  appropriated  $50,000  to  aid  in 
the  establishment  of  a  memorial  "  Free  War 
Library  and  Museum,"  this  amount  to  be  paid 
only  when  $100,000  has  been  raised  by  private 
subscription  for  the  same  purpose. 

Arizona.  [''Acts,  15th  Legislative  Assembly, 
begun  the  21st  of  January,  1889."]  —  An  act  was 
approved  March  24,  1889,  providing  $1,750  for  the 
expenses  of  shipping  the  territorial  library  from 
Prcscott  to  Phoenix  (p.  55).  An  act  was  approved 
April  10,  1889,  appropriating  $1,200  to  pay  the 
librarian  of  the  Territory  for  the  years  1889  ^"^ 
1890  (p.  97). 

Arkansas.  [ "  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly, 
passed  at  the  session,  Jan.  13-April  3, 1889.**]— In 
the  act  approved  March  30,  1889,  making  appro- 
priation for  the  Branch  Normal  College  of  the 
Arkansaw  Industrial  University  for  1889-90,  pro- 
vision is  made  to  pay  for  books  for  the  library, 
$500  (p.  91). 

California.  [''Statutes  and  amendments  of 
the  codes,  passed  at  the  28th  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, 1889."]  — An  act  was  passed  March  11,  1889, 
making  an  appropriation  of  $89.31  for  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  appropriation  for  the  use  of  the 


library  of  the  Branch  State  Normal  School  at  Los 
Angelos  (p.  138).  In  the  appropriations  for  the 
years  1889-90,  approved  March  21,  1889,  $15,400 
is  provided  for  the  State  Library ;  salary  of  State 
Librarian,  $6,000 ;  salaries  of  two  deputies  of  the 
State  Librarian,  $7,200;  porter,  $1,800;  contin- 
gent expenses,  $400  (p.  441). 

Colorado.  ["  Laws  passed  at  the  7th  session 
of  the  General  Assembly,  convened  2d  January, 
1889."]  —  An  act  was  approved  April  8,  1889, 
appropriating  $2,500  for  the  purchase  of  lawbooks 
for  the  Supreme  Court  Law  Library  (p.  446). 

Connecticut.  [ "  Public  acts  passed  by  the 
General  Assembly,  1889."] — By  an  act  approved 
March  13,  1889,  the  joint  board  of  selectmen  and 
school  visitors  in  each  town  are  given  power  to 
appropriate  money  for  the  purchase  of  books  and 
apparatus,  to  be  used  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
town.  The  money  thus  appropriated  is  to  be  ex- 
pended by  a  committee  on  libraries  and  apparatus 
which  shall  be  annually  appointed  by  the  school 
visitors.  The  treasurer  of  the  State  is  ordered  to 
pay  annually,  upon  the  order  of  the  secretary  of 
the  State  Board  of  Education,  to  such  committee 
$5  for  every  public  school  within  said  town 
for  each  100  scholars,  or  fractional  part  of 
too  scholars  in  actual  attendance,  provided, 
however,  that  no  greater  amount  is  paid  by  the 
State  than  is  paid  during  the  same  year  by  the 
town;  and  provided  that  any  amount  paid  by 
the  State  under  section  2,218  of  the  general  stat- 
utes, to  any  district  or  for  any  high  school,  shall 
be  deducted  from  the  amount  payable  under  this 
act.  The  books  purchased  are  to  become  the 
property  of  the  town  (p.  11).  In  the  appropria- 
tion act  of  March  22,  1889,  there  is  a  provision  to 
the  effect  that  the  "  State  Librarian  may  annually 
purchase  for  the  State  Library  such  elementary 
books  and  reports  of  foreign  judicial  decisions  as 
the  State  Library  Committee  may  deem  necessary, 
at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $1,000  in  any  one 
year"  (p.  31).  By  chapter  104,  approved  April 
17,  1889,  section  1,428  of  the  general  statutes  was 
amended  so  as  to  provide  that  the  wilful  deten- 
tion of  any  book,  belonging  to  any  public  or  in- 
corporated library,  for  thirty  days  after  notice, 
shall  be  fined  not  less  than  $1,  nor  more  than 
$100  (p.  59).  The  appropriation  act  for  the  two 
fiscal  years  ending  June  30,  1891,  approved  May 
16, 1889,  provides  as  follows  for  the  State  Library: 
salaries,  $4,100;  purchase  of  books,  $3,000;  in- 
cidental expenses,  $800  (p.  186). 
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[ "  Special  acts  and  resolutions  passed  by  the 
General  Assembly  at  the  January  session,  1889."] 
—  Various  acts  were  passed  incorporating  new 
libraries,  as  follows :  Liberty  Hill  Circulating 
Library,  approved  April  a,  1889  (p.  907) ;  Bill 
Memorial  Library,  at  Groton,  approved  April  10, 
1889  (p.  950) ;  Hebron  Library  Association,  ap- 
proved April  10,  1889  (p.  951);  Putnam  Library 
Association,  approved  April  18,  1889  (p.  981); 
and  an  act  confirming  the  charter  of  the  Bradley 
Library  Association  was  approved  April  18,  1889 
(p.  981). 

Dakota.  ["Laws  passed  at  the  i8th  session 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  January  8-March  9, 
1889.*']  —  The  general  appropriation  bill  for  the 
ensuing  two  years,  approved  March  8,  1889,  pro- 
vides |i, 000 each  for|the  libraries  of  the  University 
of  Dakota  and  the  University  of  North  Dakota 
(p.  12). 

Delaware.  [ "  Laws  passed  at  a  session  of 
the  General  Assembly,  commenced  Jan.  i,  1889," 
V.  18,  part  2.]  —  A  joint  resolution  was  passed 
March  27,  1889,  appointing  a  committee  to  "con- 
sider the  necessity  of  repairs  or  improvements  to 
the  State  House  and  Library,*'  with  powers  to 
invite  an  architect  to  view  said  buildings  and  to 
pay  him  for  it  (p.  998).  A  joint  resolution  of 
April  24,  1889,  appointed  a  committee  to  make  a 
biennial  settlement  with  the  Attorney-General  and 
State  Librarian  (p.  1007). 

Florida.  ["  Acts  and  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
Legislature  of  Florida,  at  its  second  regular  ses- 
sion, (1889)."]  —  In  the  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  years  1889  and  1890,  approved  May  31, 
1889,  the  salary  of  the  librarian  of  the  Supreme 
Court  is  made  $300  a  year,  and  I500  each  year  is 
appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  books  (p.  61). 

Georgia.  ["  Acts  and  resolutions  of  the  General 
Assembly,  1888-9.'! — In  the  deficiency  appropria- 
tion act  of  Nov.  12,1889,  section  9  appropriates  I350 
additional  salary  for  the  State  Librarian  for  1889 
and  for  1890^  and  an  equal  amount  for  the  assist- 
ant State  Librarian  for  each  of  the  two  years  (p.  7). 

Illinois.  ["Laws  passed  by  the  36th  General 
Assembly  at  the  regular  biennial  session,  9th  Jan.- 
28th  May,  1889."]  —  The  appropriation  act  for 
1888-90,  section  10,  provides  $1,500  per  annum 
for  the  purchase  of  books  and  incidental  expenses 
of  the  State  Liturary;  also  |i,ooo  per  annum  for 


the  salary  of  the  assistant  librarian.  Section  32 
provides  I350  per  annum  for  the  purchase  of  books 
for  the  library  of  the  South  Illinois  Penitentiary, 
at  Chester ;  and  section  33,  I300  per  annum  for 
the  purchase  of  books  for  the  library  of  the  Illi- 
nois State  Penitentiary  at  Joliet  (p.  39.)  On 
May  25,  1889,  an  act  was  approved,  amending  a 
previous  law  of  March  7,  1872,  whereby  the  city 
council  of  each  incorporated  city  shall  have  the 
power  to  establish  a  public  library  and  reading- 
room,  and  maintain  the  same  by  imposing  a  tax 
of  not  to  exceed  two  mills  on  the  dollar  annually 
on  all  the  taxable  property  in  the  city,  provided, 
however,  that  in  cities  of  over  100,000  inhabi- 
tants, the  tax  shall  not  exceed  one-half  of  a  mill 
on  the  dollar  annually.  In  cities  of  over  10,000 
people  this  tax  is  not  to  be  included  in  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  taxes  as  limited  by  law  (p.  198). 
Another  act  approved  May  25,  1889,  provides  for 
the  "  establishment  of  a  State  Historical  Library 
at  the  Capitol."  After  a  preamble  to  the  effect 
that  "it  is  important  and  desirable  that  all  books, 
pamphlets  and  other  printed  matter,  manuscript 
monographs  and  other  writings,  illustrative  and 
descriptive  of  the  history  of  the  State,  be  col- 
lected and  preserved  in  some  permanent  form, 
before  it  is  too  late  to  rescue  from  oblivion  the 
memory  of  its  earlier  history,  and  those  who 
founded  it,  as  well  as  those  who  have  been  con- 
nected with  its  rise  and  progress  in  later  days,*' 
the  law  provides  that  an  ante-room  of  the  State 
Library  rooms  in  the  State  House  shall  be  set 
apart  for  the  use  of  the  State  Historical  Library, 
and  that  free  access  to  it  at  all  reasonable  hours 
shall  be  forever  had  and  maintained.  Section  3 
provides  that  the  library  shall  be  under  the  con- 
trol and  management  of  three  trustees  "well 
versed  in  the  history  of  the  State,  and  qualified 
by  habit  and  disposition  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  their  office,"  who  shall  be  chosen  and  appointed 
by  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the 
Senate,  for  the  term  of  two  years.  The  said  trus- 
tees shall  receive  no  compensation  except  for 
actual  expenses.  By  section  4  the  trustees  are 
given  power  to  make  all  necessary  rules  and  regu- 
lations for  carrying  into  effect  the  purposes  of  the 
act,  and  are  authorized  to  procure  from  time  to 
time,  as  may  be  possible  and  practicable,  at  rea- 
sonable cost,  "  all  books,  pamphlets,  manuscripts, 
monographs,  writings,  and  other  materials  of  his- 
torical interest  and  useful  to  the  historian,  bearing 
upon  the  political,  physical,  religious,  or  social  his- 
tory of  the  State  of  Illinois  from  the  earliest 
known  period  of  time,"  and  to  select  a  librarian, 
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who  is  to  be  paid  not  over  |^oo  per  annum.  12,500 
per  annum  is  appropriated  out  of  the  State 
treasury  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  act 
(p.  199)- 

Indiana.     ["Laws  of  Indiana,  passed  at  the 
56th  regular  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  be- 
gun loth  Jan.,  1889."] —  By  chapter  21,  the  sum 
of  $60,000  is  appropriated  to  the  Indiana  Univer- 
sity, at  Bloomington,  "  to  erect,  furnish,  and  equip 
a  lire-proof    library    building,"    approved     Feb. 
33t  1889  (p.  30).    The  act  (chapter  40,  approved 
March,  i,   1889,  to   take    effect  March  31,  1889) 
providing  for  the  regulation  and  support  of  the 
State  Library,  etc.,  made  important  changes  in 
relation  to  that  library.    The  State  Geologist,  the 
chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics,  the  State  super- 
intendent   of    public    instruction,     one    member 
appointed  by  the  Indiana  Historical  Society,  and 
the  State  Librarian,  with  the  latter  as  secretary, 
are   constituted   a  purchasing   board   for  the  li- 
brary, and  it  is  made  the  business  of  this  board  to 
decide  what  books,  maps,  etc.,  shall  be  purchased 
for  the  library,  and  to  supervise  and  direct  the 
expenditure  of  all  appropriations  for  the  purchase 
and  binding  of  books.     The  board  is  ordered  to 
report  biennially  to  the  Legislature  on  the  con- 
dition and  wants    of    the  library;    l5,ooo    was 
appropriated  by  that  act  to  be  expended  between 
April  I,  1889,  and  April  i,  1890  for  books  and 
binding,  but  not  over  1 1,000  was  to  be  used,  in 
the  discretion  of  the  above  board,  for  the   prepa- 
ration of  a  card  catalogue.   It  is  also  provided  that 
thereafter  |2,ooo    is  to  be  used  annually  for  pur- 
chasing books  and  for  binding.     The  State  Li- 
brarian is  ordered  to  transfer  to  the  library  of  the 
Supreme  Court  all  state  laws,  except  those  for 
Indiana,  or  those  of  which  the  Supreme  Court 
Library  contains    duplicate   copies.     The  State 
Librarian    is  made   the  custodian  of   the  State 
documents  instead  of  the  Secretary  of  State ;  and 
it  is  made  his  duty  to  distribute  them  according  to 
law,  while  the  custody  of  the  archaeological  and 
historical  relics  is    transferred   from    the    State 
Librarian  to  the  State  Geologist.      The  salary  of 
the  State  Librarian  is  fixed  at  1 1,500,  and  he  is 
authorized  to  appoint  a  first  assistant  at  1 1,100  a 
year,     and    a    second    assistant  at    $900  a  year 
(p.  58).    The  general  appropriation  act  of  Marqh 
II,  1889,  appropriates  for  the   State   Librarian's 
office,  as  follows :  Salary  of  State  Librarian,  1 1,500 ; 
first  assistant,  $1,100;  second  assistant,  $900;  the 
distribution   of   documents,  $900;   janitor,  $600; 
while  for  the  salary  of  the  law  librarian,  $1,200 


is  provided,  and  an  extra  compensation  of  I900  as 
payment  for  making  the  catalogue  of  books  in  the 
Law  Library  (p.  404).  Chapter  233  became  a  law 
on  March  1 1,  1889,  by  lapse  of  time  without  the 
Governor's  consent.  By  authority  of  this  act,  the 
boards  of  school  commissioners  in  cities  having 
thirty  thousand  or  more  inhabitants,  according  to 
the  census  of  1870,  are  authoiized  to  levy  a  tax 
each  year  not  exceeding  two-fifths  of  a  mill  on 
each  dollar  of  taxable  property.  This  money  they 
are  authorized  to  distribute  in  the  purchase  of 
books  for  free  libraries  in  connection  with  public 
schools,  in  fitting  up  suitable  rooms  for  such  li- 
braries, paying  salaries  of  librarians,  etc  The 
boards  of  school  commissioners  are  also  authorized 
to  make  and  enforce,  by  prescribed  penalties, 
such  regulations  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for 
the  proper  care  and  circulation  of  the  books  be- 
longing to  the  libraries  (p.  432.) 

Kansas.  [  "  Session  laws  of  1889."]  —  An  act 
was  approved  March  i,  1889,  ^o  the  effect  that, 
upon  the  written  petition  of  fifty  tax-payers,  of  any 
township,  having  more  than  1,000  inhabitants,  to 
the  board  of  county  commissioners,  said  board 
shall  put  the  question  of  the  maintenance  of  a 
free  library  before  the  legal  voters  of  the  township 
at  the  next  annual  or  a  specially  called  election ;  and 
if  the  vote  is  affirmative,  the  township  board  shall 
thereafter  annually  levy  a,  tax  of  not  to  exceed 
three  mills  on  the  dollar  on  all  the  taxable  property 
in  such  township.  But  this  election  is  not  to  be 
called  until  there  shall  have  been  donated  to  the 
township  petitioning  for  the  election,  not  less  than 
$2,000  in  money,  or  its  equivalent  in  property,  the 
title  to  which  shall  be  vested  in  the  township,  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  library  fund.  This 
fund  is  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  township 
board,  which  is  to  have  charge  of  the  construction 
of  any  library  building,  or  the  fitting  up  of  library 
rooms,  and  shall  purchase  books,  appoint  libra- 
rians, etc.,  and  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  libraries  (p.  248). 

Maine.  ["Acts  and  resolves  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  1889."]  —  By  a  resolve  approved  Feb.  19, 
1889,  $500  each  for  the  years  1889  and  1890  was 
appropriated  to  purchase  books  for  the  State 
Library,  and  for  incidental  expenses,  and  $300  for 
the  preparation  of  a  catalogue  (p.  83).  On  March  5, 
1889,  a  resolve  was  approved  to  appropriate  $200 
for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  library  of  the 
State  prison  (p.  109).  By  an  act  approved  Feb.  19, 
1889,  the  salary  of  the  Sute  Librarian  was  in- 
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creased  to  $i,ooo  per  annum  (p.  176).  On  Feb. 
19,  1889,  an  act  was  approved  to  incorporate  the 
Eliot  Library  Association  (p.  597),  and  on  Feb.  26, 

1889,  ^^  passed  an  act  incorporating  the  Buck 
Memorial  Library,  in  Bucksport  (p.  669).  By  an 
act  approved  Feb.  i,  1887,  the  treasurer  of  each 
county  was  directed  to  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
law  library  association  of  his  county,  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  county  law  library,  10  per  cent, 
of  all  fines  paid  into  the  treasury  in  violation  of 
certain  laws,  provided  the  sum  so  paid  by  the 
county  treasurer  should  not  exceed  |ioo  per 
annum.  ("Acts  and  resolves,  1887,**  p.  6.)  By 
an  act  approved  Feb.  26,  1889,  the  limit  of  money 
to  be  so  paid  for  the  benefit  of  the  county  law  li- 
brary was  raised  to  I500  (p.  193).  An  act  was  passed 
Jan.  16,  1889,  whereby  all  the  powers,  immunities, 
and  franchises  and  affairs  of  the  Portland  Insti- 
tute and  Public  Library  (which  is  henceforth  to  be 
styled  the  Portland  Public  Library)  were  passed 
to  be  perpetually  governed  by  a  permanent  board 
of  trustees,,  not  exceeding  twenty  members,  to  be 
elected  in  the  first  instance  by  the  life  members  of 
the  corporation,  with  power  to  fill  vacancies  in 
their  own  ranks.  The  corporate  property,  it  is 
declared,  shall  be  used  and  improved  for  a  free 
public  library,  and  shall  be  exempt  from  liability 
to  be  taken  by  the  city  from  the  management, 
direction,  and  control  of  the  said  board  of  trus- 
tees, which  is  to  make  all  laws  and  regulations  for 
the  government  of  the  library,  etc.  (p.  469). 

Massachusetts.  [  "  Acts  and  resolves  passed 
by  the  General  Court  in  1889."]  —The  act  of  1888 
(chapter  304),  relating  to  the  election,  powers,  and 
duties  of  trustees  of  free  public  libraries  and  read- 
ing rooms  in  towns,  was  amended  by  an  act 
approved  March  14,  1889,  whereby  section  2,  lim- 
iting the  number  of  trustees  not  to  exceed  nine  in 
all,  was  changed  to  provide  that  the  board  of 
trustees  should  consist  of  any  number  of  persons 
divisible  by  three  which  the  town  might  decide  to 
elect,  one  third  thereof  to  be  elected  annually  for 
a  term  of  office  of  three  years.  No  person  shall 
be  ineligible  by  reason  of  sex.  The  board  is  to  be 
elected  by  ballot,  and  shall  organize  annually  by 
the  choice  of  a  chairman  and  secretary  from  their 
own  number  (p.  863). 

["Acts  and  resolves  passed  by  the  General 
Court,  1890.'*]  —  An  act  was  approved  on  May  28, 

1890,  *'  to  promote  the  establishment  and  efficiency 
of  free  public  libraries,''  which  is  of  more  than 
usual  interest.*    It  provides  that  the  governor, 

*The  full  text  of  this  act  was  printed  in  the  Library 
jtmmmlivt  July,  1890,  p.  907. 


with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  shall 
appoint  five  residents  to  terms  of  one,  two,  three, 
four,  and  five  years  as  a  board  of  library  commis- 
sioners, the  subsequent  term  of  office  to  be  five 
years.  Section  2  of  the  act  provides  that  the 
librarian  or  trustees  of  any  public  library  may  ask 
said  board  for  advice  in  regard  to  the  selection  of 
books,  the  cataloguing  of  books,  and  any  other 
matter  pertaining  to  the  maintenance  or  adminis- 
tration of  the  library,  and  the  board  is  directed  to 
give  such  advice  as  it  shall  find  practicable.  The 
board  is  to  make  an  annual  report,  which  is  to  be 
printed  as  a  public  document.  By  section  3  of  the 
act  this  board  is  authorized  and  directed  to  expend, 
upon  the  application  of  the  board  of  library  trus- 
tees of  any  town  having  no  free  public  library, 
owned  and  controlled  by  the  town,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $100  for  books  for  the  town,  the  books 
to  be  used  by  the  trustees  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  free  public  library.  The  board  of 
commissioners  are  to  select  and  purchase  the 
books.  But,  according  to  section  4,  no  town  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  act  until  it  has 
accepted  the  provisions  of  it  at  a  regularly  called 
town  meeting,  and  has  elected  a  board  of  library 
trustees,  as  provided  in  chapter  304  of  the  acts  of 
1888,  and  until  said  trustees  shall  have  provided, 
in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners, for  the  care,  custody,  and  distribution  of 
the  books  furnished  in  accordance  with  this  act. 
Section  5  provides  that  any  town  accepting  the 
provisions  of  the  act  shall  annually  appropriate 
from  the  dog  tax,  or  shall  otherwise  annually  pro- 
vide for  the  use  and  maintenance  of  its  free  public 
library,  a  sum  not  less  than  $50,  if  its  last  assessed 
valuation  was  one  million  dollars  or  upward,  or 
not  less  than  I25  if  said  valuation  was  less  than 
one  million  and  not  less  than  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars;  or  not  less  than  I15  if  said 
valuation  was  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  The  board  of  library  commis- 
sioners, according  to  section  6,  are  to  receive  no 
compensation,  but  provision  is  made  to  pay  for 
clerk  hire  and  other  expenses  up  to  $500  (p.  318). 

Nebraska.  ["Laws  passed  by  the  Legislative 
Assembly  at  its  twenty-first  session,  begun  Jan.  i, 
1889."] — Section  59  of  the  act  approved  March 
30,  1887,  incorporation  metropolitan  cities,  and 
defining,  regulating,  and  prescribing  their  duties, 
powers,  and  government,  was  amended  by  an 
act  approved  March  16^  1889,  so  as  to  read  as 
follows :  — 

"The  mayor  and  council  shall  have  power  tp 
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establish  and  maintain  public  libraries,  reading- 
rooms,  art  galleries,  and  museums,  and  to  provide 
the  necessary  grounds  or  buildings  therefor;  to 
purchase  books,  papers,  maps,  manuscripts,  and 
works  of  art  and  objects  of  natural  or  scientific 
curiosity  and  instruction  therefor,  and  to  receive 
donations  and  bequests  of  money  or  property  for 
the  same  in  trust  or  otherwise.  They  may  also 
pass  necessary  by-laws  and  regulations  for  the 
protection  and  government  of  the  same  "  (p.  96). 

Nevada.  [*'  Statutes  passed  at  the  fourteenth 
session  of  the  Legislature,  1889."] — Chapter  96, 
approved  March  9,  1889,  appropriates  $750  to  be 
paid  to  Mrs.  Jennie  Fisher  for  the  compilation  of 
a  catalogue  of  the  State  Library,  after  such  co^^ 
pilation  has  been  examined  and  approved  by  the 
justices  of  the  Supreme  Court.  The  catalogue  is 
directed  to  be  made  to  "  conform  substantially  in 
method,  as  to  system,  form,  and  manner,  with 
that  of  the  catalogue  of  the  State  Library  of 
California,  by  Wells,  edition  of  1886."  The  clerk 
of  the  Supreme  Court  is  directed  to  have  printed 
and  bound  200  copies  of  the  catalogue,  and  to 
distribute  them,  Ten  copies  are  ordered  inter- 
leaved for  the  use  of  the  library,  so  that  new 
books  added  may  be  catalogued  in  them  (p.  91). 
An  act  (chapter  loi)  approved  March  9,  1889, 
authorizes  the  State  Librarian  to  sell  such  dupli- 
cates in  the  State  Library  as  may  be  set  aside 
for  that  purpose  by  the  justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  The  latter,  however,  are  given  authority 
at  their  discretion  to  reserve  those  of  special 
value  for  the  library  of  the  State  University,  and 
to  transfer  them  to  that  institution  upon  an  appli- 
cation for  them  from  the  regents  (p.  94). 

New  Hampshire.  ["  Laws  passed,  June  session, 
1889."]  —  An  act  was  passed  July  16,  1889,  fixing 
the  annual  appropriation  for  the  State  Library  at 
12,500,  "  said  sum  to  be  expended  as  the  trustees 
shall  direct "  (p.  34). 

New  Jersey.  ["Acts  of  the  113th  Legislature, 
1889."]  —  On  March  19,  1889,  an  act  was  passed 
supplemental  to  the  Library  Act  of  1884,  providing 
that  at  any  election  for  municipal  officers,  the 
voters  may  place  on  their  election  tickets  the 
words  "for  a  public  library  "  or  **  against  a  public 
library,"  and  if  the  vote  is  in  the  affirmative  then 
a  free  public  library  is  to  be  established  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1884  (p.  75).  Another 
act  passed  on  the  same  day,  seems  worthy  of 
special  notice  and  imitation.    This  law  provides 


that  any  public  board,  or  any  department  of  the 
government  in  any  city  where  there  is  a  public 
library,  may  turn  over  to  the  latter  any  collections 
of  books  in  their  offices  or  under  their  control, 
thus  enabling  public  officers  to  place,  where  they 
may  be  useful,  books  which  may  have  no  further 
value  for  them  or  their  departments  (p.  65). 

New  York.  ["  Laws  passed  at  the  1 1 2th  session 
of  the  Legislature,  January  i-May  16, 1889.**]  —  By 
an  act  approved  June  5,  1889,  the  mayor  and  com- 
missioners of  the  city  of  Brooklyn  are  authorized 
to  designate  and  set  apart  certain  parts  of  Pros- 
pect Park  as  building  sites  for  museums  of  art 
and  science  and  libraries,  and  to  lease  the  land  at 
a  nominal  rent  and  for  a  term  of  years,  not  to 
exceed  one  hundred  years,  to  any  corporation  or 
corporations  for  educational  purposes.  No  build- 
ings are  to  be  erected  until  the  plans  have  been 
approved  by  the  mayor  and  commissioners;  and 
such  museums  and  libraries  are  to  be,  at  all 
reasonable  times,  free,  open,  and  accessible  to  the 
public  and  private  schools  of  the  city,  and  to  the 
general  public  on  such  terms  of  admission  as  the 
mayor  and  commissioners  shall  approve,  and  they 
are  to  be  subject  to  the  visitation  of  the  Board 
of  Regents  of  the  State  of  New  York  (p.  497). 
Chapter  529,  approved  June  15,  1889,  "  An  act  to 
revise  and  consolidate  the  laws  relating  to  the 
University  of  the  State  of  New  York,"  materially 
affects  the  State  Library.  According  to  section 
16,  that  institution  is  put  under  the  control  of  the 
Regents  of  the  State  University  as  a  board  of 
trustees.  Section  17  provides  that  the  library 
shall  be  open  not  less  than  eight  hours  every  week- 
day in  the  year,  and  designates  the  officials  who 
may  borrow  books  from  the  library.  The  Regents 
are,  by  section  18,  g^ven  charge  of  the  State  publi- 
cations ;  and  there  is  established  in  the  library  a 
duplicate  department,  to  which  is  to  be  sent,  when 
published,  five  copies  of  every  State  document, 
and  any  remaining  copies  after  completing  the 
distribution  directed  by  law.  These  duplicates 
are  to  be  sold  or  exchanged  under  the  direction 
of  the  Regents.  According  to  section  19,  the  sum 
of  115,000  is  to  be  paid  annually  to  the  Regents 
for  books,  serials,  and  binding  for  the  State 
Library  (p.  724).  The  general  appropriation  act 
of  June  15,  1889,  provides  $6,000  for  the  several 
judicial  district  libraries  (p.  764) ;  |i  5,000  for  books 
and  binding  for  the  State  Library,  with  $1,500  for 
salary  of  clerk  in  charge  of  documents  and 
records ;  incidental  expenses,  |2,ooo;  salaries, 
l9»50o  (P-  768). 
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["  Laws  passed  at  the  113th  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature, January  6-May  9,  i890.*T  —  By  the  general 
appropriation  act  of  March  31, 1890,115,000  was 
provided  for  the  State  Library,  as  required  by 
chapter  529  of  the  laws  of  1889,  for  the  purchase 
of  books  and  binding;  and  for  salaries  of  officers, 
etc,  16,500;  for  furniture,  fittings,  and  other 
inddental  expenses,  13,000 ;  and  for  the  duplicate 
department,  ^900  (p.  243).  A  deficiency  appro- 
priation act  of  May  6^  1890,  provides  $2,500  to 
enable  the  Regents  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
the  law  of  1889  in  the  administration  of  the  State 
Library  and  its  duplicate  department  for  the  two 
fiscal  years  ending  Sept.  30,  1891  (p.  568). 

North  Carolina.  ["Laws  and  resolutions 
passed  by  the  General  Assembly  at  its  session  of 
1889."] — By  a  resolution  ratified  Jan.  15,  1889,  it 
was  ordered  that  the  record-room,  formerly  the 
library-room,  be  kept  open  during  the  session  of 
the  General  Assembly;  and  to  effectuate  this  the 
State  Librarian  is  authorized  to  employ  a  suitable 
person,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  |i  per  day  (p.  519). 
By  another  resolution  of  March  11,  1889,  i^  ^ 
ordered  that  the  State  Library  is  to  be  opened 
from  7  to  9  o'clock  each  afternoon,  provided  the 
expense  involved  is  voluntarily  paid  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  Raleigh  (p.  530).  On  the  same  day 
a  resolution  was  passed  ordering  the  State  Printer 
to  do  all  the  necessary  binding  for  the  State 
Library,  provided  the  cost  shall  not  exceed  |ioo 
(p.  534).  By  an  act  ratified  March  11,  1889,  the 
State  Librarian  is  directed  to  receive  all  State 
documents  sent  from  other  States  and  Territories 
(p.  505). 

Ohio.  [*'  General  and  local  acts  passed  by  the 
68th  General  Assembly  at  its  adjourned  session, 
begun  Jan.  8, 1889.**]— The  Legislature  of  Ohio, 
on  March  12, 1889,  passed  certain  amendments  of 
the  law  of  April  12,  1888,  "for  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  public  libraries  in  certain 
cities,'*  whereby  it  is  provided  that  if  the  library 
tax  levy  of  four-tenths  of  one  mill  on  the  dollar 
shall  produce  a  revenue  in  excess  of  $15,000,  the 
levy  is  to  be  reduced  so  that  the  library  fund  will 
not  in  any  year  exceed  that  sum ;  but  it  is  not  to 
be  reduced  below  $  13,00a  The  same  act  amends 
the  section  of  the  former  law  which  relates  to 
the  providing  of  library  buildings  so  as  to  provide 
for  the  selling  of  additional  bonds  to  an  amount 
not  to  exceed  $35,000,  the  proceeds  to  be  used  for 
the  purpose  of  making  the  new  buildings  fire 
proof,  and   to  complete  the  buildings,  furnish 


them,   and    grade    and   ornament    the    library 
grounds  (p.  79). 

O  REGON.  ["  Laws,  resolutions  and  memorials  of 
the  15th  regular  session  of  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly, 1889.*'] —  By  an  act  approved  Feb.  25,  1889, 
the  salary  of  the  State  librarian  is  fixed  at  $1,000 
per  annum  (p.  56). 

Pennsylvan ia.  ["  Laws  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, passed  at  the  session  of  1889.**] —  The  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  approved  May  29, 
1889,  an  act  making  appropriations  to  aid  in  the 
establishment  of  a  free  war  library  and  museum 
of  the  Military  Orders  of  the  Loyal  legion  and  of 
the  Department  of  Pennsylvania  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  at  Philadelphia,  and  appropriated 
$50,000  for  this  purpose;  the  institution  to  be  a 
sort  of  "memorial  of  the  services  and  sacrifices 
of  the  soldiers  who  fought  for  the  union  in  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion.'*  The  above  sum,  how- 
ever, is  only  to  be  paid  after  $100,000  has  been 
raised  by  private  contributions  for  the  same  pur- 
pose (p.  394). 

Rhode  Island.  ["  Public  laws  passed  at  the 
May  session,  1889.**] —  By  an  act  passed  May  31, 
1889,  the  sum  of  $2,000  annually  is  appropriated 
for  the  purposes  of  the  law  library,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
this  being  an  increase  from  $500  per  annum 
granted  by  the  act  of  1882  (p^  4). 

Tennessee.  ["Acts  passed  at  the  46th  General 
Assembly,  1889."] — The  general  appropriation 
act  of  April  8,  1889,  grants  $900  annually  for  two 
years  to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the  State 
Library  (p.  183). 

Texas.  ["  General  laws  passed  at  the  regular 
session  of  the  21st  Legislature,  Jan.  8-April  6^ 
1889.**] —  The  general  appropriation  act  of  April, 
8,  1889,  provides  for  the  fiscal  year  from  March 
I,  1889,  to  Feb.  28, 1891,  $3,000  for  the  purchase 
of  books  for  the  Supreme  Court  Libraries,  and 
$1,100  for  salaries  of  librarians,  as  follows :  One 
at  Austin,  $500;  one  at  Tyler,  $300;  and  one  at 
Galveston,  $300  (p.  64). 

Virginia.  ["Acts  and  joint  resolutions  passed 
by  the  General  Assembly,  during  the  session  of 
1889-90."] —  In  the  recently  codified  laws  of  Vir- 
ginia, sections  254  to  258  contained  provisions 
for  the  creation  of  a  library  committee,  to  be 
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appointed  biennially,  to  have  the  direction  of  the 
State  Library  and  the  library  funds.  Section  256 
authorized  the  said  committee  to  purchase  books, 
manuscripts,  etc,  relating  to  the  history  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  to  print  such  manuscripts,  but  limited 
the  amount  to  be  expended  for  such  printing  to 
$1,000  during  any  one  year;  while  section  257 
restricted  the  amount  to  be  expended  by  the  com- 
mittee on  the  library,  in  any  one  }'ear,  to  l3,ooo  in 
addition  to  the  $1,000  mentioned  above,  the  sum 
spent  in  the  purchase  of    law  books,  and  the 


amount  paid  for  insurance.  By  an  act  approved 
March  4,  1890,  these  sections  of  the  code  were 
amended  by  striking  out  the  limitations  as  to  the 
amounts  to  be  expended. 

West  Virginia.  ["Acts  of  the  Legislature  at 
its  19th  regular  session,  1889.*^ — By  the  general 
appropriation  act  of  February  21,  1889,  |i»2oo  is 
granted  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  "  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral and  ex  officio  Librarian,  and  Superintendent 
of  weights  and  measures  **  (p.  55). 


REPORT  ON   READING  FOR  THE  YOUNG. 


BY   MRS.   MINERVA  A.   SANDERS,   LIBRARIAN   FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,   PAWTUCKET,   R.   I. 


T  N  preparing  this  report,  librarians  were  very 
largely  called  upon  for  **  methods,  results, 
and  book  lists ;  also  any  items  of  interest  that 
would  be  helpful.''  The  response  was  cordial 
and  interesting.  I  g^ve,  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  replies,  for  it  is  encouraging  to  see  such 
interest  manifested  in  a  subject  which  we 
are  daily  estimating  more  and  more  at  its 
true  value. 

From  the  book  lists,  which  range  from 
"  Mother  Goose  Melodies  "  to  "  Marcus  Au- 
relius,"  I  have  selected  a  number  of  books 
with  the  thought  that  a  list  so  generally  en- 
dorsed will  be  of  interest  To  this  I  have 
added  a  few  series  of  books  both  instructive 
and  recreative.  This  list  may  be  seen  at  any 
time  during  the  session,  and  duplicated,  if 
desired. 

My  special  endeavor  has  been  to  call  forth 
the  various  methods  employed  by  librarians 
to  inspire  the  young  with  a  taste  for  good 
reading.  By ^a^</ reading  is  not  meant  the  book 
which  treats  of  the  saintly  **  Die-young-and-go- 
to-heaven-sure  kind,*'  with  a  moral  guide  board 
for  a  frontispiece,  and  a  tombstone  for  a  tinis. 
For  a  child  is  better  for  believing  the  truth 
that  the  good  do  not  *' always  die  young;" 
and  that  it  is  just  such  laughter-loving,  mis- 
chievous natures  as  its  own,  full  of  mistakes 
and  sweet  repentance,  that  are  needed  in  the 
world,  and  who  live  to  bless  it. 

Neither  is  it  the  book,  whether  of  fact  or 
fiction,  whose  hero's  sole  motive  is  ambition, 


and  whose  every  thought  and  action  is  im- 
pelled by  a  vision  ever  before  him  of  the 
judge's  bench,  or  the  White  House. 

Nor  is  it  the  book  that  deals  solely  with 
cold,  dry  fact,  unrelieved  by  a  single  scintilla- 
tion of  wit  or  imagination.  The  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  should 
confiscate  such  books,  make  one  grand  bon- 
fire, and  let  the  children  dance  around  it.  I 
have  in  mind  a  girl  well  grown,  who  has 
been  fed  on  just  such  mental  pabulum  all  her 
life;  who  has  never  tasted  that  morsel  of 
gracious  sweetness,  ^  Little  Lord  Fauntleroy," 
or  drunk  from  the  pure  stream  of  Longfellow's 
"  Evangeline,"  or  Whittier's  "  Snowbound," 
or  feasted  on  the  more  substantial  "Ben- 
Hur,"  because  condemned  by  her  parents  as 
too  imaginative,  therefore  unnatural  and  un- 
wholesome. The  myths  and  legends  which 
make  so  large  a  part  of  the  beauty  and  richness 
of  literature,  both  ancient  and  modem,  ^dl 
under  the  same  ban.  What  can  be  done  in 
such  a  case  to  overcome  prejudices  so  deter- 
rent to  a  healthy  mental  growth  ? 

This  is  not  an  exceptional  case,  yet  where 
there  is  one  like  it,  there  are  hundreds  of 
parents  who  are  utterly  indifferent  to  the 
character  of  their  children's  reading,  from  the 
neglected  culture  of  their  own  literary  tastes, 
generally  from  want  of  opportunity. 

To  influence  the  children  by  judicious 
guidance,  and  help  them  to  such  reading  as 
will  awaken  the  imagination,  sharpen   the 
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observation,  develop  the  humanities,  and  culti- 
vate in  them  a  respect  for  the  English  lan- 
guage pure  and  simple,  is.  the  librarian's 
privilege ;  and,  as  our  personal  influence  is  ex- 
erted, in  just  such  proportion  will  our  com- 
munities be  uplifted.  That  this  is  the  grow- 
ing sentiment  of  librarians,  is  seen  in  the 
extracts  from  their  letters  received  for  this 
report. 

As  a  bee  strikes  at  the  heart  of  a  flower  for 
its  sweetness,  so  a  child  should  be  taught  to 
extract  the  leading  thought  from  a  book,  by  a 
few  simple  questions  either  at  home,  at  school, 
or  at  the  library,  which  will  lead  him  to  think 
and  speak  about  it.  By  this  means,  we  may 
now  and  again  get  a  brief  summary  of  the 
conclusions  drawn  from  a  book  that  would  do 
credit  to  an  older  head.  For  example,  on 
every  list  of  books  received,  I  find  "Castle 
Blair  "  by  Flora  Shaw,  a  book  much  admired 
by  John  Ruskin.  This  book  is  a  special 
favorite  with  all  young  people.  One  of  the 
pupils  of  our  public  schools,  a  girl  of  eleven 
years,  on  being  asked  her  impression  of  the 
book,  gave  me  this  written  statement,  unaided, 
and  without  a  thought  that  other  eyes  would 
see  it. 

"The  story  of  'Castle  Blair*  impresses 
upon  my  mind  the  importance  of  kind,  pa- 
tient, considerate,  firm,  unselfish,  noble  ac- 
tion, and  the  forming  of  a  character  com- 
manding confidence  and  respect." 

Those  of  us  who  have  read  the  book  will 
appreciate  this. 

Let  me  refer  to  one  case,  showing  the  help- 
ful influence  of  the  books  read  by  the  young. 

An  Italian  boy  of  thirteen  years,  who  at- 
tends school  but  twelve  weeks  in  the  year, 
and  is  employed  in  one  of  our  manufactories, 
has  read,  for  the  entertainment  of  his  mother 
and  invalid  sister  during  the  winter  and 
spring,  "Livingstone's  Travels  in  Africa," 
Lamb's  "Tales  from  Shakespere,"  and  the 
"  Life  of  Savonarola,"  from  "  The  Makers  of 
Florence;"  in  speaking  of  which,  his  dark 
eyes  light  up,  and  he  expresses  the  most  sin- 
cere gratitude  for  the  privilege  of  reading 
books  of  such  character. 

Doubtless  parallel  cases  can  be  supplied 
by  every  librarian.    It  was  my  hope  to  call 


out  some  of  them  when  I  asked  for  "  results 
and  items  of  interest." 

I  presume  that,  if  the  subject  were  care- 
fully investigated,  we  should  find  that  at  least 
50  per  cent  of  the  books  loaned  on  children's 
cards,  and  reported  as  children's  reading,  are 
read  at  home  by  the  adult  members  of  the 
family.  This  is  the  opinion  of  teachers 
whom  I  have  consulted,  and  who  give  me 
assurance  of  the  interest  with  which  the 
parents  both  read  and  listen.  Conversation 
with  both  parents  and  children  at  the  library 
confirms  this. 

Regarding  the  possibility  of  excessive  read- 
ing, the  fear  of  which  was  expressed  by  a 
librarian,  in  a  letter  received  some  months 
since,  I  would  say:  Except  in  a  few  cases 
we  do  not  find  excess  of  reading,  since  the 
novelty  of  a  free  uae  of  a  card  is  past ;  nor 
do  I  think  that  we  need  fear  it.  While  the 
forcing  system  of  the  public  schools  exists, 
which  we  deplore,  and  the  interest  in  physi- 
cal culture,  both  in-doors  and  out,  increases, 
in  which  we  rejoice,  the  time  for  reading 
simply  for  recreation  is  too  limited  for  alarm. 
When  such  danger  presents  itself,  we  make 
a  limit  of  two  books  a  week. 

There  is  not  time  to  enlarge  upon  any  of 
these  points.  As  they  have  suggested  them- 
selves, they  have  been  noticed,  with  the  hope 
that  together  with  the  interesting  letters 
which  follow,  an  interchange  of  thought  and 
opinion  may  be  called  forth  that  will  prove  of 
mutual  help  in  this  growing  work  and  respon- 
sibility of  providing  good  reading  for  the 
young,  and  in  assisting  them  to  a  wise  and 
wholesome  use  of  it. 

Baltimore,  Md.  Enoch  Pratt  Library.  Louis 
H.  Steiner,  Z$^ —  The  librarian  makes  personal 
appeals  to  the  clergy  and  parents,  and  addresses 
the  Association  of  Public  School  Teachers,  to 
secure  supervision  and  cooperation  in  this  branch 
of  work. 

Personal  attention  is  given  to  the  young  people 
by  the  assistants  in  the  choice  of  books. 

Boston  Public  Library.  Mellen  Chamber- 
lain, Lidn,  About  a  year  ago  the  trustees  of  our 
library  opened  the  registration  to  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  dty  of  Boston  above  the  age  of  twelve 
years. 
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The  children  have  eagerly  availed  themselves  of 
the  opportunity,  and  our  already  large  number  of 
juvenile  readers  has  been  greatly  .increased,  not 
only  by  those  seeking  books  for  home  reading, 
but  also  by  those  applying  for  reading  matter  in 
our  halls  and  reading-room.  By  some  good  luck, 
the  opportunity  was  given  them  in  a  time  of 
need  —  the  season  of  the  yearly  school  examina- 
tions—  and,  as  all  who  had  held  pupil-cards 
became  regular  card-holders,  and  their  numbers 
were  largely  increased  by  the  newly  registered,  all 
our  books  which  are  fitted  for  young  folks'  read- 
ing in  American  and  English  history,  our  books  of 
travel,  and  elementary  science  were  in  steady 
circulation  until  the  close  of  the  school  year. 

During  the  long  vacation,  of  course  the  greatest 
demand  has  been  for  stories;  but,  as  for  years  we 
have  been  selecting  the  best  and  weeding  out  the 
unsatisfactory,  it  is  quite  safe  to  let  them  browse 
at  will. 

The  fairy  tale  is,  as  ever*  the  prime  favorite; 
books  of  action  and  adventure  suit  the  boys  and 
girls  alike,  and  there  is  a  strong  appreciation  of 
books  of  historical  fiction;  the  basis  of  central 
truth  answering  the  demand  for  reality,  or  real 
stories. 

When  vacation  was  over,  the  call  for  books  in 
connection  with  school  work  was  resumed,  and 
continued  until  the  end  of  the  school  year. 

Our  sets  of  books  for  supplementary  reading, 
furnished  by  the  generosity  of  the  former  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  our  libraries, 
have  been  in  steady  use ;  and  many  teachers  have, 
after  consultation  with  us,  advised  and  assisted 
their  pupils  in  their  selection  of  books. 

One  thing  a  little  out  of  the  usual  line  has  been 
the  introduction  of  a  set  of  young  girls  to  several 
of  Shakespeare's  plays.  We  were  puzzled  by  the 
persistency  with  which  these  girls  sought  for 
certain  numbers  in  the  alcoves  devoted  to  the 
drama,  and  found  upon  inquiry  that  they  liked  to 
read  plays  and  to  act  them,  as  they  called  it.  It 
happened  one  day  that  a  copy  of  the  "  Tempest  " 
was  given  to  one  of  these  girls  ;  she  was  very  much 
fascinated  by  it,  and  told  the  other  girls  about  it ; 
they  all  wanted  the  same  story.  Copies  were 
furnished  them,  and  for  several  weeks  they  were 
quite  engrossed  with  that  play  —  reading  it,  acting 
parts,  and  enjoying  it. 

Next  they  took  "  Midsummer  Night's  Dream," 
and  then  they  ambitiously  attacked  the  "  Mer- 
chant of  Venice."  We  have  many  books 
relating  to  and  explaining  the  plays  for  young 
readers,  which  have  been  shown  to  them  and  have 


been  read.  We  do  not  expect  to  make  Shakes- 
peare scholars  of  them,  but  to  elevate  their 
tastes  and  set  them  on  a  higher  plane.  The 
demand  made  upon  us  for  personal  assistance 
from  our  young  friends  is  greater  than  ever;  in 
spite  of  their  increased  liberty  of  choice,  their 
tastes  are  epicurean ;  they  desire  the  best,  and 
appreciate  our  efforts  to  assist  them. 

So.  Boston.  Josephine  Bullard,  Libn.  —  I 
devote  from  four  o'clock  to  six  to  the  young 
people,  recommending  and  selecting  books  for 
home  and  school  use ;  often  pointing  out  interest- 
ing portions,  and  asking  an  opinion  of  the  book 
on  its  return.    The  result  is  very  satisfactory. 

Brockton,  Mass.  Myra  F.  South  worth,  Libn, 
—  I  recommend  books  and  authors,  and  make 
selections  for  the  young  people,  calling  attention 
to  works  where  interest  is  evinced  in  a  special  sub- 
ject. In  that  way  some  of  my  boys  have  read 
nearly  everything  in  the  L.  on  birds,  insects, 
mechanics,  and  electricity.  New  books,  except 
fiction,  are  placed  uncovered  on  book  shelves 
accessible  to  the  public.  I  encourage  the  children 
to  examine  and  make  selections  from  these,  and 
many  a  book  of  biography,  travel,  and  natural 
history  is  taken  in  preference  to  the  story  book 
which  they  would  otherwise  select. 

Detroit,  Mich.  Henry  M.  Utley,  Ldbn, —  Our 
work  with  young  people  is  done  mainly  through 
the  public  schools.  It  is  found  to  be  a  good  idea 
to  have  a  considerable  number  of  the  pupils  of  a 
school  reading  the  same  book  at  once.  They  dis- 
cuss it  among  themselves ;  they  are  quizzed  upon 
it  by  their  teachers,  and  sometimes  are  required  to 
write  essays  upon  it,  and  thus  their  interest  is 
awakened,  and  their  acquaintance  with  it  when 
finished  is  increased.  Outside  of  this  scheme, 
efforts  are  also  made  to  direct  the  young  to  good 
reading  by  the  publication  of  a  brief  finding  list, 
and  by  personal  advice. 

You  will  observe  that  the  "  Good  Books  "  which 
I  published  last  October  contains  no  fiction.  My 
purpose  was  to  turn  their  attention  away  from 
fiction ;  but  my  present  opinion  is  that  the  useful- 
ness of  the  list  would  have  been  increased  by  a 
judicious  selection  of  imaginative  literature. 

Dover,  N.  H.  C.  H.  Garland,  Libn. — I  begin 
my  care  for  children's  reading  at  the  fountain 
head,  by  seeing  that  none  but  fairly  good  books 
go  into  the  library.    Bat  I  know  very  well  that 
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there  is  a  vast  difference  among  books,  none  of 
which  are  positively  bad.  Moreover,  I  don't  con- 
sider some  books  bad  that  other  librarians  do.  I 
put  Oliver  Optic  into  the  library  freely.  We  have 
some  of  Castlemon's  books,  and  I  have  found 
these  will  attract  young  readers  when  better  books 
will  fail.  If  they  do  not  go  from  these  to  better 
reading,  they  have  at  least  not  been  harmed  by 
the  brief  time  spent  reading  these  little  tales ;  and, 
if  they  do  drop  them  for  better,  we  can  score  a 
point  gained. 

The  first  time  a  boy  asks  me  to  select  for  him, 
I  give  him,  not  what  I  think  would  be  good  for 
him,  but  what  I  think  he  would  like.  And  then 
he  asks  me  again,  and  I  do  that  same  thing,  until  I 
have  thoroughly  the  boy*s  confidence  that  I  know 
what  an  interesting  book  is.  Then  comes  better 
fiction,  talk  about  books,  a  little  travel,  and  then 
history  and  biography. 

Each  year  there  is  less  call  for  fiction,  and  our 
happiest  results  are  in  the  good,  clean  tastes  of 
our  young  men  and  women  readers. 

Kansas  City.  Carrie  W.  Whitney,  Libn, — 
I  take  entire  charge  of  the  reference  work,  and 
talk  with  the  children  individually.  While  I  be- 
lieve lists  of  books  to  be  of  some  value  to  students, 
I  think  a  better  plan  is  to  come  in  direct  contact 
with  each  pupil,  and  discover,  if  possible,  the  read- 
ing he  really  likes,  not  the  books  he  thinks  he 
should  read. 

One  boy  of  twelve  may  read  a  book  with 
pleasure,  and  derive  great  benefit  from  it,  while 
the  same  book  might  give  to  another  boy  of 
similar  age  a  distaste  for  solid  reading  that  would 
take  years  to  overcome.  I  have  known  children 
to  waste  weeks  trying  to  read  "  Macaulay*s  History 
of  England,"  simply  because  it  has  been  recom- 
mended in  some  "Best  One  Hundred  Books.'* 
Ten  minutes'  talk  would  have  shown  that  these 
children  were  not  prepared  to  read  Macaulay, 
and  a  preparatory  course  could  then  have  been 
recommended.  I  have  struggled  with  this  subject 
for  five  years,  and  these  are  my  conclusions. 

Lowell  City  Library.  C.  Burbank,  Libn, 
No  special  effort  is  made  to  circulate  books  among 
the  young  people,  except  in  allowing  teachers  to 
take  as  many  as  they  choose,  and  keep  them 
during  a  school  term.  A  teacher  reports  Miss 
Farmer's  "Book  of  Queens,"  as  read  thirty-six 
times. 

Middlesex  Mechanics'  Assoc.,  Lowell,  Mass. 
M.  £.  Sargenty  Libn, —  The  young  people  very 


much  delight  in  the  alcove  and  table  set  apart  for 
their  use.  I  know  of  nothing  that  gives  such  sat- 
isfactory results  as  a  personal  though  unaggressive 
interest  in  each  young  person's  taste  and  needs. 

Milwaukee,  Wis.    K.  A.  Linderfelt,  Libn, — 
A  special  effort  has  been  made  this  year  to  bring 
the  public  schools  and  library  into  close  relation 
ship. 

The  teachers  have  the  privilege  of  selecting  an 
average  of  45  books  each.  The  teacher  acts  as 
librarian  for  her  class,  keeping  the  books  under 
lock  and  key,  and  delivering  them  to  the  pupils 
once  in  two  weeks,  supplying  the  kind  of  literature 
best  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  pupil.  This  plan 
has  been  in  operation  14  months,  during  which 
time  6,000  books  have  been  sent  to  the  schools, 
which  have  been  issued  nearly  19,000  times. 

The  teachers  report  increased  interest  in  read- 
ing, language,  geography,  and  history.  The 
decrease  in  circulation  of  fiction  is  from  59  to  46 
per  cent. 

A  call  slip  with  the  titles  of  150  best  books  for 
the  young  is  placed  in  the  pocket  of  each  book,  a 
check  mark  being  placed  after  the  number  of  the 
books  desired. 

The  benefits  of  any  plan  of  teaching  our  young 
citizens  the  use  of  the  public  library  are  manifold. 

Aside  from  the  elevation  of  the  public  taste 
which  will  follow  careful  guidance  of  children  in 
the  selection  of  their  reading,  there  will  be  encour- 
aged in  the  community  a  feeling  of  interest  in  the 
public  library,  which  will  place  this  institution 
upon  such  a  basis  as  will  enable  it  to  flourish,  and 
continually  enlarge  its  sphere  of  usefulness. 

Newark,  N.  J.  Frank  P.  Hill,  Libn.—  Our  rule 
says,  persons  over  fourteen  years  may  use  the 
library.  I  go  beyond  this,  and  extend  the  priv- 
ilege to  any  under  that  age  whom  I  think  will  be 
benefited,  provided  they  allow  me  to  guide  them 
in  their  reading. 

New  Orleans.  Howard  Memorial.  C.  A. 
Nelson,  Libn, —  Among  the  gratifying  features  of 
the  use  of  the  library  is  the  increasing  use  of  en- 
cylopedias,  historical  works,  and  books  of  general 
literature  by  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools  in 
connection  with  their  studies  and  literary  exer 
cises. 

Full  personal  assistance  is  rendered  in  all  in- 
vestigation when  required. 

A  pleasant  incident  occurred  the  other  day,  when 
three  "sweet  girl  graduates"  came  into  the  li- 
brary decorated  with  three  gold  medals. 
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They  were  unanimous  in  their  cordial  expression 
of  gratitude  to  the  librarian  and  assistants  for 
directing  them  to  the  books  they  had  used,  say- 
ing that  they  would  not  have  won  their 
medals  for  English  composition  but  for  the  li- 
brary, adding  that  the  only  other  gold  medal 
awarded  in  their  school  was  given  to  another  girl 
who  had  made  use  of  the  library ;  these  four  being 
the  only  girls  in  the  school  who  had  been  regular 
visitors  to  the  library. 

N.  Y.  Free  Circulating  Library.  Ellen  M. 
Coe,  Lidfi. —  One  plan  to  assist  children  to  good 
readmg,  is  to  select  a  certain  number  of  the  names 
of  the  best  juvenile  books,  bulletin  them,  and  hang 
the  bulletin  on  the  wall  with  a  heading  such  as 
"  Best  books  for  boys,**  or  girls,  as  the  case  may  be. 
Or,  place  several  books  in  such  a  position  that 
the  titles  may  be  read  by  the  young,  standing  on 
the  other  side  of  the  desk,  without  trouble.  This 
latter  has  been  found  to  be  successful  in  our 
libraries. 

A  book  like  "Boys'  and  Girls'  Plutarch,"  which 
had  n't  been  circulated  for  over  a  year,  went  out  by 
this  method  three  times  in  as  many  weeks. 

Norman  Williams  Pub.  Library,  Wood- 
stock, Vt.  Mrs.  O.  B.  Jaquith,  Li&n. —  I  try  to 
interest  the  young  readers  in  such  travels,  biog- 
raphies, and  histories  as  we  have,  rather  than  to 
read  all  stories ;  but  when  so  many  grown  people 
prefer  stories,  what  can  you  expect  of  the  younger 
ones  ? 

Pawtucket,  R.  L  Supt.  of  Public  Schools, 
H.  M.  Maxson. —  I  am  well  pleased  at  the  cordial 
and  intimate  relations  between  the  schools  and 
the  library.  I  find  the  teachers  a  unit  as  to  the 
value  and  usefulness  of  school  cards.  About  one 
half  of  the  pupils  of  the  four  higher  grades  have 
cards,  one  school  showing  as  high  as  97  per  cent 
who  have  them ;  still  more  are  in  use  in  the  lower 
grades.  About  50  per  cent  of  the  reading  is  re- 
ported fiction :  but  I  think  most  of  it  is  such  fic- 
tion as  "  Boy  travelers  "  and  **  Zigzag  journeys." 

I  give  a  few  of  the  benefits  and  results  of  the 
use  of  the  cards  as  reported  by  the  teachers. 

Enlarging  the  pupils'  fund  of  information."    • 
An  increasing  tendency  to  look  up  details, 
thus  acquiring  accuracy  of  description." 

"  Forming  a  habit  of  comparing  authorities, 
enabling  them  to  form  correct  judgments." 

"The  sentiment  of  the  school  is  much  higher 
and  nobler  than  it  was  a  year  ago." 
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**  The  increasing  interest  of  the  parents  in  the 
books  that  the  children  read  and  the  elevating 
influence  in  the  homes." 

Providence,  R.  I.  W.  E.  Foster,  Zi^i.—  Un- 
der the  new  registration,  750  of  the  school  teachers' 
card  are  in  use. 

During  the  past  year  $200  has  been  set  apart 
for  duplicating  books  for  school  work.  In  some 
cases  15  copies  have  been  supplied. 

Among  the  books  most  profitably  read  are : 
John  Fiske's  "  War  of  Independence ;  "  "  Wash- 
ington and  his  country,"  £.  E.  Hale ;  '*  Life  of 
George  Washington  studied  anew ;  "  "  Franklin's 
autobiography;"  Drake's  "The  making  of  New 
England,"  and  "  The  making  of  the  great  West ; " 
Brooks*  "  Abraham  Lincoln." 

A  course  of  "  Old  South  "  lectures  in  Providence 
on  American  history,  by  E.  £.  Hale,  Mr.  Meade, 
and  other  masters  of  the  subject,  has  been  of 
great  value.  Printed  sheets  of  references  with 
the  book  numbers  were  placed  in  the  hands  of 
each  pupil  as  he  entered  the  hall ;  these  lists  were 
also  posted  at  the  library.  This  course  of  lectures 
was  of  great  value  in  stimulating  interest  in 
American  history,  and  especially  so  in  the  direct 
impulse  supplied  by  the  references. 

The  marked  effect  of  intelligent  training  in  the 
use  of  books  was  shown  at  the  graduating  exer- 
cises of  one  of  the  schools,  which  consisted  of 
studies  of  the  early  settlement  of  the  town  of 
Providence  —  its  geography,  settlers,  government, 
social  life,  etc.  "Some  of  these  sketches  em- 
bodied gleanings  made  by  the  pupils  in  the  com- 
parison of  30  or  40  different  volumes,  mostly  at 
the  Public  Library, —  some  of  them  by  no  means 
well-known  works." 

Two  books  recently  published.  Miss  Burt's  "  Lit- 
erary landmarks  "  and  Charles  F.  King's  "  Meth- 
ods and  aids  in  geography,"  were  so  exceptionally 
made  up  of  citations  of  the  titles  of  books  suited 
for  the  reading  of  school  children,  that  he  has 
caused  the  book  numbers  of  the  works  to  be  en- 
tered in  ink  on  the  margin,  thus  making  them  in 
effect  catalogues  of  what  the  library  contains  in 
the  line  of  school  children's  reading. 

The  Librarian  refers  to  the  close  relation  of  the 
library  and  public  school,  as  shown  by  a  large  and 
intelligent  class  of  adult  readers  who  had  their 
reading  habits  formed  when  school  children. 

Of  equal  significance  is  a  statement  made  by  a 
grammar  school  principal  during  the  past  year. 
Speaking  of  the  effect  of  good  reading  in  crowd- 
ing out  the  desire  for  worthless  reading,  he  re 
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marked,  that  "now  a  boy  who  brings  nickel  stories 
to  school,  is  unpopular  with  his  classmates.*' 

QuiNCY,  III.  Arthur  W.  Tyler,  Libn, — All  books 
suitable  for  the  young  are  grouped  in  one  depart- 
ment. In  my  opinion,  the  young  people  can  be 
induced  to  read  books  in  this  way  that  they  would 
never  select  if  scattered  through  the  library. 

We  make  written  lists  of  additions  by  both 
author  and  title.  I  am  gratified  to  find  that  our 
clientele  is  rapidly  discarding  titles  and  preferring 
authors. 

Those  in  charge  aid  the  children  in  finding  good 
books;  when  they  get  on  long  skirts  (and  some- 
times before)  and  get  to  asking  for  "  fiction,**  we 
are  helpless. 

St.  Louis,  Fred.  M.  Crunden,  Libn. —  Year  by 
year  I  see  more  and  more  clearly  that  all  hope  of 
social  reform  and  advancement  must  lie  in  the 
education  of  the  young. 

I  go  to  the  public  schools  and  talk  to  the  chil- 
dren about  the  pleasure  and  profit  of  good  read- 
ing ;  tell  them  a  story,  or  read  extracts  from  some 
interesting  book;  and  urge  them  to  save  their 
nickels  —  there  is  the  rub  —  and  get  a  library  card. 

This  personal  canvass  is  the  most  effectual  of 
all  methods,  but  it  takes  time. 

We  limit  the  supply  of  inferior  books,  and  sup- 
ply numerous  copies  of  the  best. 

We  have  a  large  supply  of  Miss  Hewins*  "  Books 
for  the  young,**  and  also  of  Miss  Burt's  *'  Literary 
landmarks,"  which  gives  not  only  information,  but 
inspiration. 

We  procured  last  year  fifty  copies  each 
of  •*  Franklin's  Autobiography,**  "Evangeline,** 
"Stories  of  the  Old  World,**  "Grandfather's 
Chair,**  and  loaned  them  to  four  grammar 
schools. 

The  experiment  proved  a  success,  and  this  year 
we  have  added  Scudder's  "  Folk  lore,**  Scudder*s 
"Tales,**  Lamb*s  "Tales  from  Shakespeare,**  and 
have  included  three  more  schools. 

ToPEKA,  Kan.  Olin  S.  Davis,  ZJbn.^l  had 
little  to  do  with  at  Topeka,  either  of  time  or 
money.  It  is  the  line  in  which  I  am  personally 
deeply  interested.  At  Topeka  I  tried  to  get  the 
teachers  to  cooperate  with  me  by  recommending 
certain  books  and  authors  to  their  schools,  and  by 
bringing  their  school  as  a  whole  to  the  library. 
When  this  was  done,  I  selected  a  truck-load  of 
books  and  ran  it  into  a  reference  room  that  I 
devoted  for  a  time  to  the  visiting  school.    The 


room  would  hold  fifty  readily.  When  they  came, 
I  talked  to  them  according  to  the  grade  of  the 
school,  about  how  to  get  the  most  help  and  enter- 
tainment from  the  library,  and  explained  in  a 
general  way  the  requirements  and  methods  of 
procedure.  I  then  selected  books  from  the  truck 
and  told  them  about  them.  I  encouraged  them  to 
ask  questions,  and  some  did  so  freely.  I  then 
handed  books  around  till  each  was  supplied,  and 
also  provided  them  with  book-lists  to  be  filled  out. 
When  they  had  examined  a  book,  if  they  did  not 
like  it,  they  passed  it  on  to  their  neighbor  and 
tried  another.  W^hen  a  book  took  their  fancy,  it 
was  put  down  on  their  list.  They  thus  obtained  a 
list  of  good  books  which  they  thought  they  would 
like  to  read.  Many  became  interested  in  this  way 
in  the  library.  At  such  times  I  urged  them  to 
come  to  me  freely  in  my  office  for  help  in  selecting 
books  and  in  writing  essays,  or  preparing  debates, 
or  selecting  a  piece  to  speak  or  a  subject  to  write 
uix>n.  When  the  classes  from  the  High  School 
came,  I  explained  to  them  the  reference  resources 
of  the  library,  how  to  use  the  catalogue,  where  to 
look  for  information,  the  reliability  of  various 
authorities,  and  their  special  scope.  When  I  went 
there  I  found  that  no  one  thought  of  getting  any 
help  from  the  library.  If  they  knew  of  a  book 
they  wanted,  or  a  friend  recommended  one,  they 
put  it  on  their  list,  aud  then  any  other  books  with 
interesting  titles.  Before  I  came  away,  probably 
a  full  hour  a  day,  perhaps  two,  on  the  average, 
was  spent  with  scholars  who  seemed  to  come  as 
freely  as  they  would  go  to  their  teachers  for  help. 
I  sent  many  a  boy  away  with  points  for  his  debate, 
to  have  him  come  to  me  afterward  and  tell  me 
that  their  side  won,  until  both  sides  came  to  me 
frequently.  There  were  few  debates  at  the  High 
School  the  last  year  that  I  was  there  that  I  did  not 
have  a  hand  in  arranging  or  suggesting  arguments. 
We  did  not  have  books  enough  to  use  teachers* 
cards,  or  to  send  small  lots  of  books  directly  to 
the  schools,  as  I  hope  to  do  here  in  a  few  years. 
We  had  no  special  list,  as  I  had  no  time  to  pre- 
pare one,  except  that  we  purchased  the  books  that 
we  did  not  already  have  in  Mr.  Sawin*s  list  for 
1888,  and  then  obtained  2,000  copies  with  covers 
and  our  own  title-page  and  preface. 

Worcester  Public  Library.  Samuel  Swett 
Green,  Libn, —  The  only  new  feature  of  work  in 
the  interests  of  the  young  is  giving  cards  to  per- 
sons under  fifteen  years  of  age. 

The  children  are  making  a  considerable  and 
growing  use  of  these  cards.     All  the  officers  of 
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the  library  are  instructed,  in  dealing  with  young 
persons  as  well  as  older  ones,  to  consider  it  a 
fundamental  principle  in  library  work  to  interest 
themselves  in  the  wishes  of  users  of  the  library, 
and  take  considerable  time,  if  necessary,  in  attend- 
ing intelligently  to  the  supplying  of  the  wants,  and 
in  affording  aid  in  making  investigations. 

We  prefer  to  have  the  whole  force  of  the 
officers  come  in  contact  with  seekers  after  books 
rather  than  to  delegate  it  to  a  single  person. 

The  summing  up  of  the  whole  matter  seems 
to  be  briefly  this :  — 

I.  That  a  generous  supply  of  reading 
matter  should  be  provided  for  the  young  of  an 
interesting  and  elevating  character ;  that  fic- 
tion of  pure  tone  and  pure  English  —  the  latter 
cannot  be  emphasized  too  strongly  —  should 


form  a  fail  proportion  of  the  reading  thus 
supplied. 

2.  That  in  the  free  use  of  cards,  irrespect- 
ive of  age,  books  are  introduced  into  the  fam- 
ily, which,  being  read  by  its  adult  members, 
tend  to  raise  the  mental  and  moral  standard 
of  the  home. 

3.  That  the  librarians  and  the  public 
school  teachers  should  recognize  the  great 
need  of  harmonious  systematic  action  in  lead- 
ing the  young  people,  step  by  step,  to  higher 
things ;  that,  while  book  lists  are  of  great  value 
in  directing  their  attention  to  good  reading,  it 
is  only  by  the  persistent,  enthusiastic  per- 
sonal interest  and  attention  to  the  individual 
needs  that  the  best  results  can  be  obtained. 


LIBRARIES    AND    THE    FEDERAL    GOVERNMENT. 


REPORT  ON  THE  LIBRARY  WORK   OF  THE  UNITED   STATES   BUREAU    OF   EDUCATION, 

BY  WESTON   FLINT,   STATISTICIAN. 


npHE  work  of  the  Bureau  in  reference  to 
public  libraries  began  in  1870,  the  year  in 
which  the  first  annual  report  was  issued.  It 
was  in  this  year  that  the  collection  of  statis- 
tics of  libraries  was  commenced  and  the  prep- 
aration of  the  material  for  the  special  report, 
issued  by  the  Bureau  in  1876.  The  work  of 
the  Bureau  antedates  the  foundation  of  the 
Library  Journal ;  and  the  librarian  who  looks 
back  the  past  twenty  years,  and  compares 
that  day  with  the  present,  will  be  forced  to 
admit  that  what  has  been  done  since  that  very 
recent  period,  is  no  small  portion  of  the  his- 
tory of  library  progress  in  this  country.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  this  special  report, 
after  giving  a  history  of  the  first  convention 
of  librarians  in  1853,  called  by  Prof.  Jewett, 
notices  the  call  for  the  first  meeting  of  the 
American  Library  Association  to  be  held  in 
Philadelphia  in  October  in  1876,  and  then 
goes  on  to  give  entire  the  prospectus  of  the 
American  Library  Journal^  with  its  list  of 
editors,  all  familiar  names,  among  them  that 
of  Dr.  Harris,  the  present  Commissioner  of 
Education,  whose  interest  in  this  part  of  edu- 
cation has  not  one  whit  abated  in  these  six- 


teen years,  and  whose  work  in  classification 
for  the  St.  Louis  Public  Library  was  one  of 
the  earliest  in  the  work,  so  much  needed  in 
library  administration.  Thus  at  the  very  be- 
ginning, this  new  factor  in  the  administration 
of  the  educational  affairs  of  the  government, 
library  interests  were  very  prominent,  perhaps 
more  so  than  any  other  one  thing,  and  with 
good  reason. 

The  Bureau  of  Education,  considering  the 
library  as  a  most  influential  educator,  and 
the  founding  and  management  of  libraries  an 
important  element  in  the  educational  work  of 
this  country,  at  that  early  date  undertook  to 
give  four  distinct  things  : — 

1.  The  history  of  public  libraries  in  the 
United  States. 

2.  To  show  their  present  condition  and  ex- 
tent. 

3.  To  discuss  the  various  questions  of 
library  economy  and  management ;  and 

4.  To  present  as  complete  statistical  infor- 
mation of  all  classes  of  public  libraries  as 
possible. 

At  that  time  these  four  points  seemed  to 
cover  a  great  deal  of  ground,  and  they  did. 
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Prof.  Jewett,  in  his  "  Notices  of  Public  Li- 
braries, "  ])ublished  by  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution in  1850,  gave  a  summary  of  public 
libraries,  amounting  to  only  694,  and  contain- 
ing 2,201,632  volumes.  The  census  of  1850 
seems  to  give  the  number  of  libraries  (exclud- 
ing school  and  Sunday-school  libraries)  at 
1,560,  and  the  number  of  volumes  2,447,086. 
Mr.  Edwards,  in  his  summary  in  1856,  made 
a  much  smaller  number  of  libraries — only  341 
—  but  the  number  of  volumes  was  nearly  the 
same,  2,371,887,  and  was  based  on  the  census 
of  1850. 

Mr.  Rhees,  in  his  "  Manual  of  Public  Li- 
braries,"  printed  in  1859,  gave  a  list  of  2,902 
libraries,  and  of  this  number  only  1,312  had 
any  report  of  the  number  of  volumes  they 
contained.  Thus  we  find  that  all  these  re- 
ports vary  but  little  in  reality,  giving  about  the 
same  number  of  libraries  and  number  of  vol- 
umes contained,  taking  account  of  the  changes 
in  what  was  accepted  or  omitted  as  a  library. 

The  Reports  of  the  Bureau  of  Education 
from  1870  to  1874  furnished  meager  statistics 
of  a  few  hundred  libraries ;  but  little  was 
known,  more  than  the  fact  that  there  were 
some  2,000  public  libraries  in  the  United 
States.  After  five  years'  labor  in  collecting 
material,  the  special  report  of  the  Bureau 
upon  Public  Libraries  was  printed  in  1876, 
and  gave  lists  of  3,469  libraries  containing 
over  300  volumes,  the  total  number  of  volumes 
being  12,276,964. 

The  present  number  of  libraries,  as  given 
in  our  report  for  1884-85,  is  5,338,  an  increase 
in  ten  years  of  1,869,  o*"  almost  54  per  cent. 
The  volumes  contained  in  these  libraries  was 
20,622,076,  an  increase  of  almost  66  per  cent 
in  the  same  time.  Upon  a  suggestion  of  the 
Secretary  the  other  day,  that  many  libra- 
ries on  this  list  were  small,  I  took  the  pains 
to  see  what  proportion  were  under  500  vol- 
umes, and  found  only  1,042  of  the  number,  or 
not  quite  20  per  cent ;  so  that  the  list  is  fairly 
representative  as  to  the  extent  of  the  libra- 
ries, and  far  better  than  had  been  supposed. 

Part  IL  of  the  Special  Report  of  1876 
was  Mr.  Cutter's  Rules  for  a  Dictionary  Cata- 
logue, of  which  a  very  large  number  were  dis- 
tributed in  this  country  and  abroad,  and  may 
be  said  to  have  popularized  the  system  of 


cataloguing  in  this  country.  The  importance 
of  this  part  of  library  work  has  seemed  suffi- 
cient to  call  for  a  new  revised  edition  with  cor- 
rections and  additions, which  Mr.  Cutter  kindly 
prepared ;  and  late  last  year  it  was  printed 
by  the  Bureau,  and  there  is  an  increasing  de- 
mand for  this,  especially  from  the  smaller 
libraries,  where  such  a  work  is  needed.  To 
make  this  great  hAp  still  more  practical  and 
useful,  Mr.  Cutter  suggested  the  need  of  an 
index  to  the  Revised  Rules,  and  this  is 
already  in  preparation,  and  will  be  printed  as 
soon  as  ready.  The  plan  for  this  index  is  to 
have  it  very  full  and  complete,  with  the  rules 
so  explained  by  examples  and  references,  that 
it  will  aid  the  librarian  practically  in  his  work. 
It  is  proposed  to  have  this  index  much  larger 
than  the  Rules  themselves,  and  so  arranged 
than  it  can  even  be  used  by  itself  without  the 
Rules.  When  this  work  is  completed,  it  will  be 
a  step  far  in  advance,  in  practical  cataloguing. 

The  dominant  idea  in  Washington  is  to 
have  great  special  libraries,  different  from 
those  in  any  other  city ;  and  we  have  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress,  the  Surgeon  General's,  the 
Patent  Office,  and  other  special  libraries,  and 
in  this  same  line  there  is  now  in  the  Bureau 
of  Education  quite  a  fair  pedagogical  library ; 
and  under  the  present  administration  of  the 
office  it  is  intended  to  make  it,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, entirely  special,  and  to  have  it  the  most 
complete  one  in  the  whole  country,  as  it  ought 
to  be  —  a  great  reference  library  —  and  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  aid  all  investigators  at  home,  as 
well  as  at  the  capital,  by  a  plan  of  loaning  books 
to  special  students ;  a  plan  which  has  already 
been  put  into  operation  in  a  limited  way. 

There  is  another  question  in  regard  to  these 
reports  upon  libraries  that  I  might  mention. 
It  is  more  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  out 
this  suggestion  than  anything  else  that  in- 
duced me  to  attend  this  meeting. 

Part  I.  of  the  Special  Report  upon  the 
Libraries  of  the  United  States,  being  the  his- 
.torical  part,  was  exhausted  long  ago,  there 
being  not  more  than  a  dozen  copies  left ;  and 
we  lend  one  of  them  occasionally  to  some 
antediluvian  librarian  who  wants  to  look  over 
matters  of  twenty  years  ago  and  see  what 
was,  or  was  not,  done  then.  It  seemed  to  me 
about  time  that  another  report   should   be 
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issued  by  the  Bureau,  similar  in  character  to 
the  former  volume ;  and  with  this  idea  strongly 
upon  my  mind,  I  wrote  this  summer  to  some 
of  the  members  of  this  Association  for  their 
views,  and  nearly  all  were  in  favor  of  such  an 
undertaking. 

The  only  question  of  doubt  seemed  to  be 
in  regard  to  the  great  labor  and  expense  of 
doing  the  work.  I  am  satisfied  that  if  the 
librarians  here  are  sufficiently  interested,  and 
will  coSperate  as  they  generally  did  in  prepar- 
ing the  former  work,  we  can  easily  issue 
another  volume  much  more  complete  than  the 
first.  My  idea  is  that  perhaps  we  ought  not 
to  make  it  as  large  as  that  of  1876,  but  to 
make  it  more  complete,  get  more  statistical 
and  other  matter  in  smaller  space ;  to  make  it 
a  compilation  of  the  history  and  statistics  of 
the  libraries  of  this  country ;  in  fact,  a  hand- 
book of  American  libraries.  I  am  not  certain 
that  this  is  a  practical  thing,  but  I  believe  it 
can  and  will  be  done  at  an  early  day. 

There  is  another  important  question  —  the 
administration  of  libraries  in  connection  with 
the  public  schools  in  this  country, — ^but  of  this 
matter  you  will  hear  from  the  commissigner 
himself  to-night.  A  few  other  things  I  can 
only  suggest.  One  is  that  the  Bureau  has 
done  something.  It  was  the  pioneer  worker 
in  these  library  schemes  you  have  planned.  It 
took  them  up  as  readily  as  possible,  and  it  is 
just  as  willing  to  work  now.  And  I  think,  in 
regard  to  the  distribution  and  publication  of  a 
great  many  of  these  plans  and  work  that  you 
are  doing,  we  can  do  considerable  during  the 
next  few  years,  and  that  the  library  interests 
of  America  will  not  fall  short  of  receiving  the 
proportion  due  to  them  from  the  present  man- 
agement of  the  Bureau  of  Education. 

Now  there  is  no  other  point  that  I  might 
speak  of.  It  was  suggested  the  other  night 
by  the  Secretary  in  his  report,  that  it  is  possi- 
ble that  the  Bureau  might  in  some  way  publish 
quite  a  portion  of  the  proceedings  of  this  con- 
vention. That  has  not  been  discussed  by  the 
Bureau  at  all,  but  it  is  a  matter  to  me  quite 
suggestive.  I  think  certain  papers  read  here, 
and  which  have  been  discussed,  are  as  impor- 
tant as  many  matters  we  publish  and  give  to 
the  country.  The  idea  was  that,  instead  of 
sending  out  a  few  hundred  copies,  as  you  do 


now,  to  the  members  and  through  the  Library 
journal^  we  should  insert  them  in  our  report 
or  our  circulars  of  information,  or  both,  and 
put  them  out  by  tens  of  thousands.  It  might 
be  a  matter  of  considerable  importance  if  our 
5,000  public  libraries  were  all  members  of 
this  Association,and  all  these  librarians — more 
than  5,000  of  them  —  had  an  active  interest  in 
the  work  ;  we  should  then  have  a  vastly  more 
important  work  than  we  now  have  to  do.  And 
that  is  one  of  the  things  I  think  we  are  try- 
ing to  carry  out  in  meeting  together  as  we  do 
annually.  And  this  is  what  the  Bureau  of 
Education  will  try  to  help  you  to  do.  I  am 
not  certain  whether  all  this  can  be  done.  I 
am  inclined  to  think  something  of  that  kind 
can  be  accomplished,  and  we  may  be  able  to 
assist  this  Association,  and  you  may  greatly 
aid  us  in  the  education  of  the  people  of  this 
country  into  a  more  hearty  cooperation  with 
those  engaged  in  library  work. 

As  you  all  know,  Washington  is  not  only 
the  political  centre  of  the  country,  but  is  fast 
becoming  also  the  educational,  scientific,  and 
literary  centre,  and  it  may  be  easily  claimed 
that  it  is  soon  to  be  the  library  centre  as  well, 
as  statistics  will  show.  The  number  of  books 
in  the  public  libraries  of  the  whole  countr} , 
according  to  our  last  report  in  1884-85,  was  a 
little  over  20,000,000  volumes,  and  of  this 
large  number  Washington  had  1,203,156,  or 
about  one  twentieth  of  the  whole  of  the  library 
treasures  of  the  United  States.  The  popula- 
tion of  the  capital  at  that  time  was  198,000 ; 
and,  according  to  its  proportion  of  population, 
its  libraries  should  have  contained  67,000 
volumes  instead  of  over  1,000,000;  that  is, 
Washington,  with  only  36-10,000  part  of  the 
population  of  the  country,  has,  in  fact,  over 
5-100  part  of  its  books  in  public  libraries,  or 
fourteen  times  its  proportion;  and  the  above 
figures  do  rfot  take  at  all  into  account  the  great 
increase  in  our  libraries  for  the  past  six  years, 
which  would  probably  show  the  proportion 
still  greater  than  what  is  given. 

From  all  these  facts  as  to  what  has  been 
done,  and  what  the  possibilities  are,  I  think  it 
may  be  taken  for  granted  that  there  has 
already  been,  is  now,  and  ever  will  be,  a  very 
close  relationship  between  the  Bureau  of  Edu- 
cation and  the  American  Librarv  Association. 


For  the  discussion  on  this  paper,  see  Proceedings  (Fifth  session). 


LINDERFELT. 


67 


REPORT  ON   CATALOGS  AND   CLASSIFICATION. 


BY    KLAS   a:    LINDERFELT,    LIBRARIAN   MILWAUKEE   PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 


/^  F  the  two  subjects  that  hav  been  assigned 
^^^  to  me  for  report  at  this  meeting,  the 
cataloging  part  was  treated  fully  by  Mr.  Lane 
in  an  excelent  report  to  the  conference  at  the 
Thousand  Islands  in  1887,  and  that  of  clas- 
sification  by  Mr.  Bliss  at  the  St.  Louis  confer- 
ence in  1889.  The  latter  report  gave  a  crit- 
ical review  of  the  last  schemes  of  classification 
that  hav  come  before  us  in  publish t  form, 
and,  during  the  period  embraced  in  the 
.present  report,  the  inventivness  of  librarians 
in  this  particular  field  has  furnisht  no  new 
complete  classification,  to  giv  your  reporter  an 
opportunity  for  airing  his  own  opinions  on  this 
vext  subject.  The  only  publications  of  this 
nature,  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  ar  the 
Classification  of  Sion  College  library  of  Lon- 
don, the  Classification  scheme  of  Minneapolis 
Public  library^  which  is  almost  entirely  that 
of  Mr.  Edmands,  H.  Steinach*s  article  on 
Cataloging  technical  libraries  in  the  6th  vol- 
ume of  the  Centralblatt  fiir  Bibliothekswesen^ 
and  the  Arrangement  of  titles  under  countries 
with  full  scheme  for  the  United  States^  pub- 
lisht  in  Cornell  University  bulletin,  I  am 
told,  however,  that  Mr.  Cutter  has  begun  the 
printing  of  his  elaborate  system  of  classifica- 
tion, so  fully  and  favorably  reviewd  by  Mr. 
Bliss  in  his  report. 

Intimatly  connected  with  classification  is 
the  subject  of  notation,  and  I  regret  to  say 
that  no  one,  so  far,  has  presented  or  devised 
a  system  of  shelf  marks  that  is  simple,  clear, 
and  tractable,  and  I  greatly  fear  that  no  one 
who  is  rash  enough  to  attemt  a  new  classifi- 
cation (and  that  seems  to  be  the  ultimat  des- 
tiny of  every  ambitious  librarian)  wil  ever 
succeed  in  solving  this  diflScult  problem,  until 
your  secretary  and  reporter  hav  finisht  their 
revision  of  both  the  English  alfabet  and  the 
Arabic  numerals. 

In  markt  contrast  with  the  lull  in  new  clas- 
sifications is  the  activity  shown,  during  the 
period  coverd  by  this  report,  in  efforts  to 


reduce  the  work  of  the  cataloger  to  a  system 
of  order  and  uniformity.  Facile  princeps  in 
this  work  is  unquestionably  the  second  edi- 
tion of  Cutter's  Rules  for  a  dictionary  cata- 
loguey  publisht  by  the  National  Bureau  of 
Education,  which  has  been  thoroly  revised 
and  greatly  enlarged,  until  it  is  impossible  to 
see  what  could  be  added  to  it,  in  order  to 
make  it  more  complete  or  more  helpful  to  our 
craft.  Tho  following  the  former  edition  in  all 
essential  particulars,  the  author  has  made  a 
few  changes,  which,  in  the  eyes  of  your 
reporter,  are  changd^  for  the  better.  We  hav 
too  long  been  accustomd  to  follow  a  series  of 
rules,  apparently  adopted  for  the  express  pur- 
pos  of  showing  the  erudition  of  the  cataloger, 
or  els  so  airanged  as  to  sacrifice  the  conven- 
ience of  the  users  of  our  catalogs  to  the 
Moloch  of  grim  consistency.  When  therfor 
Mr.  Cutter,  in  his  second  edition,  breaks  away 
from  the  leading  strings  of  the  British  Mu- 
seum, and  boldly  announces  that  authors  known 
by  invented,  titular,  or  original  names  should 
be  enterd  under  their  pseudonyms,  their  titles, 
or  their  maiden  names,  to  the  exclusion  of 
their  real  names,  it  must  be  haild  as  a  long 
step  in  the  right  direction.  I  cannot  refrain 
from  expressing  my  own  constant  sens  of 
astonishment  at  the  unanimity  of  opinion  ex- 
isting between  Mr.  Cutter  and  myself  on  this 
subject,  as  shown  by  the  singular  fact,  that  in 
preparing  the  English  adaptation  of  Dziatzko's 
Card  catalog  rules,  now  in  press,  every  change 
of  importance  made  in  the  second  edition  by 
Mr.  Cutter,  which  falls  within  the  limit  of  this 
work,  was  made  and  decided  on  simultaneously 
by  us  both,  without  previous  consultation  or 
collusion.  This  would  seem  to  show,  either 
that  the  innovations  ar  founded  on  common 
sens,  or  els  that  they  ar,  as  the  term  goes, 
"in  the  air",  and  in  either  case  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  practical  cataloger  to  follow  the  evident 
tendency  of  the  times. 
The  value  of  this  second  edition  has  been 
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greatly  enhanced  by  the  addition  of  a  supple- 
ment, containing  reprints  of  the  rules  of  the 
L.  A.  U.  K.  and  of  the  Bodleian  library,  the 
report  of  the  transliteration  committee  of  the 
A.  L.  A.,  the  paper  of  Mr.  Edmands  on  alfa- 
beting,  etc.  The  list  of  works  most  useful  to 
the  cataloger,  however,  remains  substantially 
the  same  as  in  the  old  edition,  and  has  not 
been  subjected  to  the  same  thoro  revision  as 
the  rest  of  the  treatis.  Fortunately,  this 
omission  has  been,  partly  at  least,  supplied  by 
the  excelent  account  of  the  general  biografical 
and  other  works  of  all  countries,  containing 
personalia,  which  Mr.  C.  H.  Hull  first  publisht 
in  vol.  14  of  the  Library  journal,  and  has 
since  reprinted  in  separat  form  under  the 
title  of  Helps  for  Cataloguers  in  finding 
full  names.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr. 
Hull  wil  undertake  to  collect  additions  and 
suggestions  for  making  this  list  practically 
complete  and  publish  it  again  in  an  im- 
proved edition  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellow- 
workers. 

Mr.  Dewey's  Rules  for  author  and  classed 
catalogs  as  used  in  Columbia  College  library 
is  a  condensed  statement  of  principles,  with  a 
series  of  illustrative  sample  cards,  which  can- 
not fail  to  be  of  great  assistance  to  all  cata- 
logers  as  a  practical  object  lesson.  The  rules 
themselvs  ar  in  the  main  those  of  the  A.  L. 
A.,  with  very  few  changes,  but  occasional  ex- 
pansion of  details. 

In  England,  H.  B.  Wheatley  has  publisht, 
in  the  dainty  form  of  the  collection  known  as 
the  "Booklover's  library",  his  How  to  cata- 
logue a  library.  The  author  is  to  be  congrat- 
ulated on  having  presented  this  usually  dry 
subject  in  a  very  readable  and  entertaining 
form.  Tho  it  is  doutful  if  some  of  his  con- 
clusions would  find  favor  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  his  appreciativ  account  of  the  labors 
of  Sir  A.  Panizzi  and  of  the  formulation  of  the 
famous  91  rules  of  the  British  Museum,  as 
wel  as  his  discussions  of  mooted  points,  de- 
serv  to  be  carefully  studied  even  by  non-pro- 
fessional readers.  It  is  a  little  remarkable, 
however,  that  with  all  the  author's  familiarity 
with  the  labors  of  his  predecessors  in  the 
same  field,  he  does  not  once  mention  the  cata- 
loging rules  of  Dziatzko,  of  which  it  would 


seem  that  no  writer  on  this  subject  can  wel 
afford  to  be  ignorant. 

Les  catalogues  de  bibliothiques  publiques  by 
F.  Nizet  of  the  Royal  library  at  Brussels 
treats  of  the  comparativ  advantages  of  alfa- 
betic  and  systematic  catalogs,  to  the  disparage- 
ment of  both,  and  recommends  the  "  catalogue 
iddologique  ",  in  which  books  ar  enterd  under 
their  most  obvious  subject,  without  attemting 
a  very  close  classification.  It  has  appeard  in 
a  third,  improved  edition.  The  French  min- 
ister of  instruction  has  issued  rules  for  the 
uniform  cataloging  of  incunabula  in  the  public 
libraries  of  France,  following  the  method 
adopted  in  the  Biblioth^que  nationale,  and  this 
subject  has  also  been  treated  in  a  couple  of 
German  publications. 

But  in  no  country  has  the  modern  library 
spirit  made  so  much  progress  in  late  years,  as 
evidenced  by  the  careful  and  intelligent  con- 
sideration of  cataloging  methods,  as  in  Italy. 
Stimulated  by  the  wise  policy  of  the  Italian 
government  of  fostering  library  science  and 
awakening  renewd  interest  in  the  magnificent 
collections  of  books  and  manuscripts  in  that 
country,  almost  all  treatises  on  this  subject, 
new  and  old,  hav  been  translated  into  the 
Italian  language.  To  the  translation  of  Cut- 
ter's and  Petzholdt's  works,  which  belong  to  a 
period  antedating  my  report,  hav  now  been 
added  Dziatzko's  by  Angelo  Hruschi,  and 
Jewett's  by  Guido  Biagi.  Of  original  works 
ther  ar  Fumagalli's  Cataloghi  di  biblioteche, 
ably  reviewd  by  Kephart  in  the  Library  jour- 
nal 12:547,  and  V2id\^\ovi^^^  Norme pratiche 
por  la  formazione  dei  cataloghi,  both  of  them 
works  of  considerable  merit,  and  showing  an 
unmistakable  tendency  toward  adopting  prac- 
tices closely  following  those  in  favor  among 
the  bibliografers  and  librarians  of  our  own 
country. 

The  records  of  pseudonymous  and  anony- 
mous publications  hav  receivd  several  notable 
additions,  first  among  which  in  importance  to 
ourselvs  must  be  counted  a  second  series  of 
Cushing's  Initials  and  pseudonyms,  and  the 
same  author's  Anonyms.  In  the  three  vol- 
umes by  Mr.  Gushing,  thus  together  forming 
a  connected  whole,  this  branch  of  American 
literature  has  for  the  first  time  receivd  ade- 
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quat  treatment,  and  it  is  a  source  of  gratifica- 
tion to  be  able  to  record  the  fact  that  the 
encouragement,  without  which  the  Anonyms 
would  never  hav  appeard,  was  accorded  him 
by  American  librarians. 

Of  Halkett  and  Laing's  Dictionary  of  the 
anonymous  and  pseudonymous  literature  of 
Great  Britain^  the  fourth  and  concluding  vol- 
ume has  appeard  and,  while  no  one  can  help 
admiring  the  scholarly  way  in  which  this  work 
has  been  carried  out,  and  the  extravagance 
with  which  it  has  been  printed,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  some  one  wil  be  found,  posessing 
sufficient  knowledge  and  enthusiasm  to  con- 
tinue it  in  the  same  spirit  and  supply  its 
numerous  omissions.  The  indefatigable  M. 
Brunet  has  publisht  in  one  volume  a  supple- 
ment to  Barbier^s  Dictionnaire  des  ouvrages 
anonymes  and  Qu^rard's  Superckeries  litti- 
raires  divoiUes^  carrying  both  down  to  the 
present  time. 

C.  N.  Caspar's  Directory  of  the  American 
book,  news,  and  stationery  trade  deservs  men- 
tion in  this  report  for  its  carefully  selected 
lists  of  general  and  special  bibliografies  of  all 
countries,  and  its  complete  lists  of  the  period- 
ical publications  connected  in  any  way  with 
bookmaking  or  bookselling.  It  also  contains 
a  valuable  vocabulary  of  the  terms,  frases,  and 
abbreviations  in  various  languages,  employd 
in  literature,  the  grafic  arts,  and  the  book, 
stationery  and  printing  trades,  which,  if  not 
exactly  the  first  attemt,  nevertheless  is  by  all 
odds  the  most  complete  compilation  of  the 
kind  that  has  appeard  in  any  country,  and 
might  easily  be  made  the  basis  for  a  printing 
trades  manual,  indispensable  to  all  who  have 
anything  to  do  with  books  in  any  form. 

A  work  which,  it  seems  to  me,  has  not  re- 
ceivd  the  attention  it  deservs,  is  Drujon's  Les 
livres  d  clef  publisht  in  Paris  in  two  volumes 
of  exquisit  workmanship,  both  as  regards  the 
subject  matter  and  the  typografical  execution. 
These  volumes  contain  a  list  of  books,  in 
which  real  persons  hav  been  described  or 
commented  upon  under  fictitious  or  disguised 
names,  and,  altho  naturally  more  nearly  com- 
plete as  regards  French  works,  includes  a 
large  number  of  examples  from  English  and 
other  literatures  as  wel.    When  it  is  remem- 


berd  how  frequently  authors  of  the  last  cen- 
tury in  particular  resorted  to  the  expedient  of 
designating  political  and  literary  dignitaries 
by  a  puzzling  array  of  initials,  letters  and 
dashes  or  stars — easily  recognizable,  no  dout, 
by  their  contemporaries,  but  mysterious  and 
frequently  undeciferable  by  the  men  of 
another  generation  and  another  place  —  the 
value  to  the  curious  and  the  literarv  worker  of 
such  a  publication,  when  as  carefully  and  in- 
telligently done  as  that  of  M.  Drujon,  cannot 
be  overestimated.  Frey*s  Sobriquets  and 
nicknames  wil  also  be  found  useful  some- 
times in  the  same  direction. 

The  present  time  has  been  aptly  styled  the 
"  Age  of  biografies  ",  and  if  the  same  activity 
continues  unabated  to  the  end  of  the  century, 
ther  wil  hardly  be  a  country  or  a  class  of  men 
that  wil  not  hav  its  great  luminaries  repre- 
sented in  a  special  biografical  series.  All  the 
great  works  mentiond  in  Mr.  Lane's  report 
hav  been  steadily  progressing  at  a  more  or 
less  rapid  rate.  The  English  Dictionary  of 
national  biography  is  particularly  noticeable 
for  the  speed  with  which  it  is  being  brought 
out  and  has  now  reacht  to  "  Haighton  "  in  23 
volumes.  The  Cyclopcedia  of  American  biog- 
raphy has  been  finisKt  in  six  portly  volumes, 
and  another  work  covering  pearly  the  same 
field,  but  greatly  exceeding  it  in  the  number 
of  persons  included,  is  now  in  activ  prepara- 
tion under  the  editorship  of  J.  R.  Gilmore. 
Several  other  important  works  hav  been  com- 
menced, among  which  some  relating  to  litera- 
ture deserv  special  mention.  J.  B.  Halvorsen 
has  issued  two  volumes  of  a  Norsk  forf alter- 
lexikon  1814-80,  bringing  the  alfabet  down  to 
Ibsen,  which  is  probably  the  most  elaborat 
undertaking  of  the  kind  ever  attemted.  Not 
only  are  all  Norwegian  authors  of  books,  even 
the  smallest  and  most  insignificant,  included, 
but  also  all  writers  for  the  literary  and  period- 
ical press,  and  full  bibliografies  of  their  writ- 
ings ar  given,  with  quotations  of  and  refer- 
ences to  critical  articles  on  their  literary  ac- 
tivity, including  those  in  daily  papers,  as  wel 
as  other  minute  details  of  information.  Of 
very  much  the  same  character  is  Vengerof  s 
Critico4fiografical  dictionary  of  Russia^  writ- 
ers and  men  of  learning,  which  has  only 
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reacht  the  end  of  the  letter  A  in  the  first  vol- 
ume, and  possibly  errs  in  the  too  great  length 
and  fulness  of  its  biografical  material.  De 
Molins  has  commenced  a  Diccionario  biogrdfico 
y  bibliogrdfico  de  escritonsy  ariisias  catalanes 
del  siglio  19,  and  Gubernatis  is  publishing  in 
French  a  Dictionnaire  des  icrivains  contem- 
porains^  which  is  in  reality  a  second  and 
greatly  enlarged  edition  of  his  Dizionario 
biografico  degli  scrittore  contemporanei  of 
1879.  Hirsch's  Biographisches  Uxikon  der 
htrvorragenden  drste  alUr  zeiten  und  volker, 
and  the  new  edition  of  Mever*s  Konversations- 
Uxikon^  both  of  which  hav  been  finisht  during 
the  period  embraced  in  this  report,  are  very 
full  in  bibliografical  details. 

In  the  department  of  select  lists  of  books, 
Sonnenschein's  The  best  books  is  a  very  valu- 
able contribution  to  a  class  of  bibliografies 
which  it  has  long  been  the  dream  of  the  A.  L. 
A.  to  furnish,  and  on  which  considerable  time 
and  work  has  already  been  expended.  Mr* 
Sonnenschein's  catalog  is  admirably  done» 
tho  of  necessity  far  from  perfect,  a  defect 
which  is  inherent  in  the  first  edition  of  a  work 
of  such  a  magnitude.  Arrangements  hav  been 
made,  however,  for  a  new  edition,  in  the  prep- 
aration of  which  the  editor  wil  hav  the  assist^ 
ance  of  specialists,  so  that  the  literar}-  worker 
wil  hav,  for  the  first  time,  ready  for  his  use, 
a  view  of  the  ver}'  best  books  obtainable  in 
any  department  of  human  knowledge.  The 
arrangement  of  the  work  is  systematic  under 
II  main  classes,  with  a  topical  index.  The 
cross-references  to  allied  classes  are  quite  full, 
but  one  thing,  that  is  felt  to  be  a  most  serious 
defect  bv  those  who  use  it,  is  the  absence  of 
critical  estimates  of  the  relativ  importance  of 
the  books  within  each  ultimat  division  of  a 
subject. 

The  attemt  made  a  few  years  ago  of  deter- 
mining, by  the  consensus  of  opinions  of 
English  scholars  and  litterateurs,  on  a  very 
select  short  list  of  the  world's  best  books, 
has  called  forth  a  similar  compilation  in 
Germanv,  Die  besten  bucher  aller  zeiten  und 
liiieraturcn^  with  the  like  result,  the  making 
of  a  list,  with  which  no  one  can  agree,  but 
full  of  suggestions.  Among  other  German 
select  lists  of  books  may  be  mentiond  further 


Muster-katalog fUr  vereins-,  volks-^  und  schul- 
bibliotheken  and  a  FUhrer  durch  die  deutsch- 
israelitische  unterhaltende  literatur,  the  for- 
mer in  a  second  edition,  which  has  its  counter- 
part, in  this  country,  in  the  Lists  0/ books  suit- 
able for  the  school  district  libraries,  author- 
ized by  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Wisconsin, 
which  hav  been  carefully  prepared  and  pub- 
lisht  by  the  State  superintendent  of  public 
instruction. 

In  national  bibliografies,  the  usual  annuals 
hav  appeard  with  laudable  regularity,  and 
some  works  covering  longer  periods  hav  been 
finisht  or  ar  in  preparation.  Heinsius  has 
begun  the  publication  of  the  new  volumes  of 
his  Allegemeines  bUcher-lexikon  for  1885-88, 
and  T.  O.  Weigel  has  started  a  new  series, 
called  Systematisches  verzeichniss  der  haupt- 
werke  der  deutschen  literatur  1820-82,  which 
wil  in  a  measure  serv  as  a  subject-index  to 
the  author-catalogs  of  Kayser  and  Heinsius. 
Of  this  two  volumes  hav  been  publisht,  one 
by  Mollat,  covering  the  branches  of  political 
and  juridical  science,  the  other,  by  Fromm, 
histor}-  and  geography.  The  most  serviceable 
of  German  bibliografies,  however,  is  Georg 
and  Ost's  Schlagwort-katalog,  a  list  of  all  the 
books  and  maps  of  1S83-87  enterd  under 
their  subjects,  or  more  strictly  their  catch- 
words, in  alfabetic  order,  with,  on  the  whole, 
a  satisfactor\-  system  of  cross-references.  It 
forms  a  volume  of  1.074  pages  in  small,  but 
clear  type,  and  has  been  carried  forward  in  two 
annual  supplements,  called  Praktische  biicher- 
kunde,  publisht  in  weekly  parts,  but  now  dis- 
continued. A  unique  work  of  great  practical 
value  is  Reher's  Titel-verzeichHts,  a  list  of  all 
German  novels,  including  translations,  and  the 
principal  works  in  histor)-,  biografy,  and 
geografy,  in  the  alfabetic  order  of  their  titles. 
This  work  has  been  verv  skilfully  done,  and 
in  it,  for  the  first  time  in  German  book  lists, 
as  far  as  I  am  aware,  the  rights  of  the  jirst 
word  of  the  title  hav  been  recognized,  in 
accordance  with  the  principles  with  which  we 
are  familiar  in  our  own  catalogs. 

Francisco  da  Sil\-a,  or  rather  his  continua- 
tor  Aranha,  has  publisht  the  14th  volume  of 
the  great  P:\\:\^n<jr:o  h'i'/iogt^ipliico portuguezy 
and  Lorenz  has  completed  the  three  volumes 
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of  his  Catalogue  ghUral  de  la  librairie  fran- 
qaise  for  1876-85,  in  the  last  of  which,  the  nth 
of  the  whole  series  and  containing  the  sub- 
ject-index to  the  other  two,  the  veteran  bibli- 
ografer  bids  farewel  to  the  public,  and  ex- 
presses the  hope,  that  some  one  els  wil  be 
found,  willing  to  continue  the  work  wher  he 
leavs  it.  In  Sweden  a  continuation  of  the 
general  catalog  of  publications,  covering  the 
period  1875-85,  has  been  issued  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Association  of  Swedish  pub- 
lishers. 

Several  new  periodicals,  devoted  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  book  trade,  or  of  libraries,  hav 
been  started  with  varying  degrees  of  success. 
Such  are  the  Bibliographia  brazileira^  begun 
in  1888;  ^t  Revue  bibliographique  beige ^  in 
1889,  containing  also  foreign  books;  The  torch 
and  colonial  book  circular^  in  1887 ;  the  Rivista 
delle  biblioteche  in  1888,  the  first  number  of 
which  is  favorably  commented  on  by  Kephart 
in  the  Library  journal  13  :  205.  J.  M.  Hickcox 
has  publisht  since  1885  a  very  full  Monthly 
catalogue  of  U.  S.  government  publications^ 
each  yearly  volume  being  provided  with  a 
good  index,  but  the  usefulness  of  which  is 
considerably  impaird  by  its  failure  to  appear 
at  the  stated  time.  Two  notable  periodicals 
started  out  with  flying  colors,  ran  a  short 
career  of  usefulness,  and  died  from  lack  of 
support,  the  Bibliographer  and  reference  list, 
of  which  8  numbers  wer  issued  in  Buffalo,  and 
the  IVissenschaftliche  bibliographic  der  welt- 
literatur,  of  which  11  numbers  appeard  in 
Berlin.  The  English  Library  chronicle  ceased 
with  the  end  of  1888,  and  has  been  succeeded 
by  The  library,  which,  tho  no  longer  publisht 
by,  or  under  the  auspices  of,  the  L.  A.  U.  K., 
continues  to  be  its  mouthpiece.  The  bibli- 
ofilistic  Le  livre  was  changed,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  1890,  into  the  less  pretentious,  but 
probably  more  practical  Le  livre  moderne. 

That  the  first  five-yearly  supplement  to 
Poole  and  Fletcher's  gre^i  Index  to  periodical 
literature,  comprising  the  years  1882-86,  has 
been  issued  during  the  period  of  my  report,  is 
so  wel  known,  that  it  needs  only  to  be  men- 
tiond.  Another  similar  work,  for  which 
Poole's  Index  fumisht  the  inspiration,  is 
Jones'  Index  to  le^al  periodical  literature  to 


the  end  of  1886,  a  work  of  the  greatest  merit 
and  importance,  even  outside  its  proper  legal 
sfere.  On  the  other  hand  an  Index  to  en- 
gineering periodicals  1883-87,  compiled  and 
publisht  by  F.  E.  Galloupe,  falls  far  short  of 
the  excelence  of  these  two  works,  and  is 
remarkably  ill-arranged  and  vexatious  to  use. 
The  Cooperative  quarterly  index  to  period- 
icals, edited  by  Mr.  Fletcher,  was  discontin- 
ued at  the  end  of  1889,  but  is  promist  to  ap- 
pear again  as  an  annual,  a  change  that  I,  for 
my  part,  think  in  a  great  measure  destroys  its 
usefulness.  The  live  library  of  to-day  needs 
a  general  index  to  articles  in  the  current  num- 
bers of  its  magazines  more  than  an  annual 
one,  and,  as  the  matter  now  stands,  we  must 
rely  for  this  on  the  partial  subject-indexes  fur- 
nisht  by  Book  chat.  Literary  news.  Current 
literature,  etc.,  since  a  new  monthly  started 
in  England  for  this  purpos,  the  Periodical 
press  index,  reacht  only  a  second  number,  and 
Mr.  Griswold's  contemplated  new  monthly 
series  of  his  continuous  index  has  too  limited 
a  range.  While  on  the  subject  of  indexes, 
attention  must  be  called  also  to  Grififin's 
admirable  Index  of  articles  upon  American 
'  local  history,  originally  publisht  in  parts  in  the 
Bulletin  of  the  Boston  public  library,  and  now 
issued  in  independent  form. 

Among  the  works  in  bibliografy  proper, 
publisht  during  the  last  three  years,  ther  ar 
many  important  ones,  which  wil  appear  in  the 
list  accompanying  this  report,  but  space  for- 
bids referring  to  any  of  them  in  particular, 
excepting  a  few  treating  of  bibliografical  works. 
These  ar  Stein's  Travaux  bibliographiques  de 
1878  i  1888,  Ottino  and  Fumagalli's  Bibliotheca 
bibliographica  italiana,  neither  of  which  I  hav 
as  yet  seen,  and  of  which  I  am,  therfor,  unable 
to  furnish  an  estimate.  Of  two  others,  Whit- 
ney's Catalogue  of  the  bibliographies  of  special 
subjects  in  the  Boston  public  library,  and  the 
third  edition  of  the  List  of  works  of  reference 
in  the  reading-room  oj  the  British  museum,  it 
is  impossible  to  speak  too  highly,  but  it  is  to 
be  regretted  that  the  typografical  appearance 
of  Mr.  Whitney's  catalog  is  not  up  to  the 
usual  standard  of  excelence  in  the  publica- 
tions of  his  library.  The  absence  of  display 
type  in  the  headings  makes  it  somewhat  diffi« 
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cult  for  the  eye  to  follow  its  lines.  The 
Library  journal  15 :  123  and  147  givs  further 
particulars  of  both  works. 

Among  the  catalogs  of  libraries  that  hav 
appeard  during  the  period  of  my  report,  and 
of  which  a  list  wil  be  given,  accompanying  the 
same,  I  wish  particularly  to  call  attention  to 
the  publication  by  the  Osterhout  free  library 
of  a  Class  catalogue  and  author  index^  closely 
following  the  Dewey  arrangement  of  classes, 
with  a  fine  list  of  historical  and  descriptiv 
fiction,  by  the  Toronto  public  library  of  a 
SubJ€Ct<atalogue^  by  the  Detroit  public  library 
of  a  General  catalogue  in  dictionary  form,  by 
the  Buffalo  library  of  2  parts  of  a  Finding-list^ 
which  is  a  model  of  condenst  information  and 
excelent  arrangement,  by  the  Chicago  public 
library  of  4  parts  of  a  new  edition  of  its  Find- 
ing-list^ subdivided  into  class-lists.  The 
Astor  library  catalog  has  been  finisht,  while 
the  Peabody  institute  library  has  issued  two 
more,  and  the  Surgeon-general's  office  library 
three  more,  volumes  of  their  great  catalogs. 
Quite  a  number  of  libraries  and  associations 
in  the  country  hav  issued  select  catalogs  of 
books  for  young  people,  as  wel  as  class-lists 
of  books  in  special  classes  or  on  special 
subjects. 

Three  catalogs  of  libraries  I  hav  reservd 
to  be  spoken  of  in  greater  detail,  as  they  em- 
body some  distinct  features  of  advance  in 
catalog  maki  ng.  Th e  Catalogue  of  the  Nevins 
memorial  library  at  Methuen,  Mass.,  in  2 
volumes,  by  Miss  Ames,  who  also  selected 
the  books,  numbering  about  10,000  volumes, 
and  the  Alphabetic  catalogue  of  the  English 
books  in  the  circulating  department  of  the 
Cleveland  public  library,  about  32,000  vol- 
umes, by  the  librarian,  Mr.  Brett,  ar  both 
dictionary  catalogs,  remarkably  wel  prepared, 
and  similar  in  arrangement  to  other  catalogs 
of  the  same  kind,  but  differing  from  all  others 
in  a  skilful  use  of  their  material  for  the  pur- 
pose of  guiding  readers  to  all  available  infor- 
mation on  any  given  subject,  even  when  it  is 
not  obtainable  in  independent  publications  or 
essays.  Miss  Ames  has  done  this  by  a  system 
of  notes,  containing  helpful  hints  and  sugges- 
tions for  reading,  and  references  to  general 
works  that  may  be  consulted  with  advantage, 


while  Mr.  Brett  has  folio wd  the  example  first 
set  by  the  catalog  of  the  Queensland  parlia- 
mentary library  some  years  ago,  but  on  a 
much  more  extended  scale.  All  thru  the 
catalog,  under  almost  every  subject,  wil  be 
found  these  analytical  references  to  parts  of 
books,  indicating  even  the  exact  pages  of  each 
one,  and  in  order  to  show  by  an  example 
selected  at  random,  of  what  immens  advantage 
such  a  system  of  cataloging  is  to  the  users  of 
the  library,  as  wel  as  to  others  who  hav  access 
to  the  same  books,  I  find  that,  while  ther  ar 
mentiond  15  independent  works  on  Abraham 
Lincoln,  ther  ar  no  less  than  25  references  to 
books  in  which  his  career  is  treated  incident- 
ally or  in  part,  some  of  which  would  never 
hav  been  thought  of  in  this  connection. 
Another  evidence  of  the  careful  workmanship 
of  this  catalog  is,  that  after  the  name  of  each 
author  ar  stated  a  few  facts  of  his  life,  suflS- 
cient  for  his  identification,  such  as  position  in 
life,  or  degrees  and  titles,  nationality,  dates  of 
birth  and  death,  etc.  It  might  seem  invidious 
to  find  fault  with  a  catalog,  which,  tho  belong- 
ing to  a  type  that  I  do  not  consider  the  best 
for  a  general  library,  offers  so  many  manifestly 
good  points;  but,  considering  the  fulness  of 
other  details,  it  is  certainly  a  strange  omission 
that  dates  and  places  of  imprint,  hav  been 
given  only  under  author  entries,  and  not  under 
titles  and  subjects,  wher  the  date  at  least  is 
frequently  of  the  utmost  importance. 

The  same  "endeavor  to  utilize  all  the  re- 
sources of  a  comparatively  small  but  valuable 
library  of  reference,"  thru  systematic  refef- 
ences  to  the  contents  of  books,  distinguishes 
in  a  stil  higher  degree  the  Contents-index  of 
the  Library  of  the  University  of  California, 
prepared  by  its  librarian,  Joseph  C.  Rowell, 
and  printed  by  the  state  in  a  volume  of  519 
double-colum  pages,  with  clear-cut  good  type. 
This  volume  is  intended  as  a  complement  of 
the  regular  classified  subject  catalog  and  is 
just  what  its  name  indicates,  an  index  to  the 
contents  of  I  don't  know  how  many  volumes, 
but,  judging  from  an  incidental  remark  in  the 
preface,  probably  between  forty  and  fifty 
thousand.  In  some  cases,  however,  when  the 
classification  of  the  library  was  not  minute 
enough  to  separate  the  books  on  a  certain 
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subject,  such  as  the  names  of  individual  cities 
and  minor  headings,  as  Gas  engines,  Idealism, 
etc.,  the  names  of  books  or  works  wholly 
devoted  to  a  single  subject  hav  been  enterd. 
Otherwise,  in  general  plan  it  is  evidently 
modeld  on  Poole's  Index,  to  which  work  it 
wil  constitute  a  welcome  supplement,  since  it 
includes  quite  a  number  of  long  sets  of  trans- 
actions of  learned  societies  and  foreign  maga- 
zins,  such  as  the  Revue  des  deux  mondes 
Revue  scientifique^  Deutsche  rundschaUy  Un- 
sere  zeity  etc.  When  it  is  considerd  that  the 
entire  work  of  the  library,  to  which  it  forms 
an  index,  is  performd  by  two  persons,  it  be- 
comes a  matter  of  considerable  interest  to 
know  how  time  could  be  found  for  gathering 
the  materials,  and  I  therfor  quote  the 
librarian's  own  statement  on  this  point :  "  To 
prevent  the  subject  catalogue  from  attaining 
an  unwieldy  growth,  and  to  retain  its  character 
as  an  actual  shelf-guide,  the  experiment  was 
made  of  writing  the  index  upon  sheets  of  note 
paper  size,  arranged  alphabetically  in  boxes 
placed  upon  the  librarian's  desk,  where  it  was 
centrally  located  for  purposes  of  reference 
and  available  for  the  insertion  of  fresh  entries 
at  any  moment.     Fourteen  years  of  trial  have 


as  a  labor  and  time-saver  in  the  daily  assist- 
ance to  readers  ".  I  can  fully  concur  in  this 
opinion  after  six  months'  trial  with  the  printed 
index  at  my  elbow,  and  every  librarian  who 
uses  it  must  be  thankful  to  Mr.  Rowell  for 
the  patience,  energy,  and  intelligence  displayed 
in  the  production  of  a  work  which  would  be 
deemd  remarkable,  even  had  it  been  the  result 
of  cooperation,  instead  of  one  man's  industry. 
Finally  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the 
change  in  the  make-up  of  the  Bulletin  of  the 
Boston  public  library,  which  was  made  with  the 
beginning  of  the  9th  volume  in  April  of  this 
year.  The  partial  dictionary  arrangement  has 
been  discarded,  and  the  list  of  new  books  is 
now  classified,  the  classes  being  sorted  alfabet- 
ically,  with  author  and  subject  indexes.  The 
whole  new  arrangement  is  eminently  satisfac- 
tory, but  the  author  index  commends  itself 
especially  to  the  librarian.  In  this  full  names 
ar  given,  and  in  so  far  as  the  Boston  public 
library  takes  particular  care  in  collecting 
these,  and  has  unusual  facilities  for  doing  it 
thoroly,  this  index  wil  be  of  great  assistance 
to  all  other  librarians  who  ar  so  fortunat  as 
to  receiv  this  admirable  list  of  new  accessions 
to  the  foremost  institution  of  its  kind  in  the 
world. 


demonstrated  the  success  of  the  experiment 

^f^  The  list  of  catalogs,  etc.,  which  was  not  read  at  the  Conference,  will  be  published  by  the 
Bureau  of  Education,  and  should  be  bound  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 


REPORT  ON  AIDS   AND   GUIDES. 


BY    W:    BEER,    LIBRARIAN    TOPEKA    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 


"IITHEN  I  accepted  the  invitation  of  the 
President  to  write  the  "  Report  on  aids 
and  guides  "  for  the  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion at  Fabyan's,  I  thought  that  it  would  be 
easy  to  find  out  just  what  was  covered  by  the 
title;  but,  to  my  astonishment,  all  my  .prede- 
cessors have  differed  in  their  treatment  of 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Green,  at  Cincinnati,  and  Mr.  Foster,  at 
Buffalo,  have  taken  the  broadest,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  the  correct,  view.  Subsequently  Mr. 
Crunden  and  Mr.  Lane  have  made  reports 
dealing  with  what  I  venture  to  call  side  issues. 


I  would  suggest  that  in  future  the  reporter 
should  be  selected  as  soon  as  possible  after 
the  annual  meeting;  and  the  preparation  of 
the  report  should  be  by  gradual  accumula- 
tion, and  not,  as  for  some  years,  by  a  com- 
paratively sudden  rush. 

The  technical  periodicals  relating  to  library 
work  are  few, —  our  own  Journal,  the  English 
Library,  and  the  Leipzig  Centralblatt  fur 
Bibliotkekswesen  are  the  only  ones  contain- 
ing practical  articles.  They  ought  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  all  librarians. 

The  following  classified  summary  includes 
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the    more    useful  items    noted    during    the 
period  June,  1889,  to  June,  1890:  — 

On  LIBRARIES  in  general  have  appeared  the  ad- 
mirable report  of  the  President,  on  the  *'  library  as 
a  factor  in  the  intellectual  life,"  on  special  libraries 
the  "  Annals  of  the  Bodleian, "  by  Macrae,  and 
the  model  bibliographical  material  contained  in 
the  collected  papers  of  Henry  Bradshaw,  the  Uni- 
versity Librarian  of  Cambridge,  England. 

In  the  Centralblatt  is  a  good  article  by  V. 
Chanut  on  "  Libraries  in  Belgium/* 

The  same  publication,  vol.  6,  has  papers  on  the 
regulations  of  the  reading-room  at  Halle,  of 
Italian  libraries,  of  the  reading-room  at  Na- 
tional library,  Milan,  and  on  Austrian  library 
laws.  The  question  of  Sunday  openings  is  very 
fully  treated  in  Miss  Cutler's  paper. 

On  the  librarian's  work,  the  Journal  has 
published  articles  on  the  protection  of  rare  vol- 
umes, on  room  fittings  for  cataloguers,  on  the  Cole 
size  card,  and  on  check-lists  for  periodicals ;  also 
reports  of  discussions  of  the  New  York  Library 
Club  on  BINDING  and  other  subjects.  The 
Library  has  a  good  paper  on  the  Indicator,  Mur- 
ray's Magazim  a  useful  article  on  books  and  book- 
buying,  and  the  Export  journal^  published  by 
Ilideler,  of  Leipzig,  an  excellent  current  list  of 
the  contents  of  all  periodicals  bearing  on  binding 
and  book-making. 

Remarks  on  catalogues  are,  perhaps,  out  of 
place,  but  I  should  like  to  call  particular  attention 
to  one  recently  published  at  South  Shields,  Eng- 
land, giving  contents  of  the  longer  sets  of  British 
government  publications,  to  the  new  edition  of 
Cutter's  Rules,  which  is,  in  many  ways,  an  im- 
provement on  the  original,  and  to  the  contents 
index  of  the  University  Library  of  California,  a 
work  admirable  in  design  and  execution. 

The  following  helps  for  readers  have  been 
published  in  1889-90 : —  Berry :  Good  books,  and 
how  to  use  them.  Burt,  Literary  Landmarks. 
Parsons,  and  others :  the  World's  best  books,  and 


collections  of  papers ;  books  that  have  helped  me, 
and  books  that  have  influenced  me,  written  by 
persons  of  greater  or  less  literary  note. 

Schools. —  There  is  much  to  be  learned  from 
the  practice  of  libraries  guided  by  our  more  en- 
terprising fellow-workers.  Providence  and  Mil- 
waukee and  perhaps  others  are  making  the  teachers 
of  the  schools  distributors  of  good  literature  by 
issuing  to  them  cards  on  which  may  be  drawn 
from  10  to  50  books.  The  teacher  assumes  a 
qualified  responsibility  for  the  safety  of  the  books, 
and  is  able  to  judge  of  the  special  fitness  of  the 
book  to  the  applicant. 

Worcester  issues  cards  of  a  different  color  for 
children.  The  Baltimore  Mercantile  Library 
has  tried  an  experiment  which  deserved  success. 
Persons  interested  in  special  subjects  created 
by  subscription  a  fund,  and  the  books  bought  were 
reserved  to  the  subscribers  for  12  months,  to  be 
after  that  time  merged  in  the  general  collection. 
If  sufficient  interest  could  be  awakened  in  the 
more  abstruse  branches  of  science,  this  method 
should  be  the  means  of  adding  many  usefur books 
to  libraries. 

As  guides  to  the  choice  of  books,  the  follow- 
ing may  be  named :  a  list  of  fiction  for  general  use 
in  Hudson's  History  of  French  literature,  N.  Y., 
1889,  a  hand  list  of  100  books  of  English  fiction, 
and  50  of  translated  fiction  issued  by  Mr.  Linder- 
felt,  of  Milwaukee,  for  use  as  call  slips,  to  be 
followed  by  similar  lists  of  children's  books  and 
of  technical  books,  the  latter  to  be  sent  in  quan- 
tity to  large  employers. 

The  Cosmopolitan  has  an  article  by  M.  D.  Wig- 
gin  on  what  shall  children  read,  and  to  the  Catholic 
World  Brother  Azarias  has  contributed  a  series 
of  articles  on  "  Books  and  how  to  use  them." 

I  had  prepared  for  this  report  a  list  of  all  the 
bibliographies  of  the  period  covered,  but  they 
will  appear  partly  in  Mr.  Linderfelt's  Report  and 
partly  in  the  next  Bibliographical  Contribution  of 
Harvard  University. 

The  list  of  bibliographies  mentioned  in  the  last  paragraph,  which  was  not  read  at  the  Con- 
ference, will  be  printed  by  the  Bureau  of  Education,  and  should  be  bound  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 
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BY   H:   M.   UTLEY,    LIBRARIAN   DETROIT   PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

PART  II.    DESCRIPTION   OF  BUILDINGS* 
(For  Part  I.,  seep,  12-14.) 


"DESIDE  the  building  projects  here*  de- 
scribed  in  detail,  there  are  several  which 
are  still  in  their  incipient  stages,  not  far  enough 
advanced  to  merit  particular  mention.  Most 
notable  among  these  are  the  public  libraries 
of  Providence,  Detroit,  Chicago,  the  Gros- 
venor  Library  in  Buffalo,  Young  Men's  Asso- 
ciation Library  in  Albany,  and  the  John 
Crerar  Library  in  Chicago.  Doubtless,  when 
the  next  report  is  presented,  some  if  not  all 
of  these  may  be  included.  For  the  present 
I  limit  myself  to  the  following: 

Batavia,  N.  Y.  Richmond  Memorial  Library, 
—  On  the  12th  of  March,  1889,  the  Richmond 
Memorial  Library,  at  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  was  form- 
ally opened  to  the  public.  This  was  the  gift  of 
the  widow  of  Dean  Richmond  as  a  memorial  of 
her  son,  Dean  Richmond,  Jr.,  to  School  District 
No.  2,  Batavia.  The  Library  jotirnal^  which  gives 
a  perspective  view  and  floor  plans,  says  the  build- 
ing has  a  frontage  of  87  feet  and  a  depth  of  87 
feet,  being  T  shaped.  It  is  a  modernization  of 
the  Romanesque  in  style,  and  is  built  of  light 
gray  Medina  sandstone  and  red  Albion  stone. 
The  roof  is  of  red  tile,  the  gutters  and  metal 
work  of  copper,  and  there  is  a  liberal  amount  of 
carving.  The  interior  is  finished  in  oak.  The 
stack-room  has  adjustable  shelves  for  20,000 
volumes,  about  half  of  which  number  is  now  on 
hand. 

Beaver  Dam,  Wis.  Williams  Free  Library,— 
The  offer  of  J.  J.  Williams  to  build  and  equip  a 
library  building  as  a  gift  to  Beaver  Dam,  if  the 
city  would  provide  a  suitable  lot,  has  been 
accepted.  The  city  has  purchased  for  |i 2,000  a 
lot  centrally  located  and  large  enough  to  provide 
a  lawn  on  each  side  of  the  building.  The  con- 
tracts for  the  work,  aggregating  ^25,000,  have 
been  let,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  building  will 
be  ready  for  occupancy  by  February  next.  The 
Milwaukee  Wisconsin  of  July  3  gives  a  descrip- 
tion   of   the    building.      The    extreme    exterior 


dimensions  are  72x74  feet  and  the  height  two 
stories,  with  a  tower  and  open  belfry  at  one 
corner.  The  style  of  architecture  is  Romanesque. 
The  material  is  brick,  the  walls  on  all  sides  being 
faced  with  stone,  the  basement  and  first  story, 
Wauwatosa  limestone,  and  the  second  story, 
Cleveland  sandstone,  rock  faced.  The  roof  is  of 
slate,  terra  cotta  crested.  The  windows  are  large 
and  numerous,  abundantly  lighting  the  interior. 
The  entrance  is  through  a  vestibule  in  the  tower, 
a  hallway  leading  to  the  public  delivery-room  in 
the  centre  of  the  building.  To  the  rear  of  this 
and  separated  from  it  by  the  delivery  desk  and 
railing  are  the  book  stacks,  with  a  present  capac- 
ity of  about  28,000  volumes.  At  the  left  of  the 
vestibule  a  door  opens  into  the  periodical  reading- 
room.  This  is  separated  from  the  public  delivery- 
room  by  a  glazed  partition.  At  the  left  of  the 
delivery-room  and  separated  from  it  by  a  glass 
partition  are  the  ladies'  reading-room,  and  refer- 
ence study.  The  latter  also  opens  into  the  book- 
room,  so  that  students  can  have  access  to  the 
shelves,  it  being  the  intention  to  have  the  books 
as  open  and  accessible  as  possible.  The  libra- 
rian's office  is  conveniently  located  and  there  are 
work-rooms,  toilet-rooms,  etc.,  at  the  right  of  the 
main  hall.  All  the  rooms  are  finished  in  hard 
wood  and  there  is  tile  flooring  in  the  corridors. 
The  second  story  is  in  one  large  room,  designed 
for  a  hall  for  lectures  and  public  gatherings. 

Chicago,  III.  Newberry  Library,  —  The  trus- 
tees of  the  Newberry  Library  have  selected  for 
the  new  building  the  Ogden  block,  bounded  by 
Dearborn  avenue,  Lafayette  place,  Clark  and  Oak 
streets,  near  Washington  Park,  toward  which  it 
will  face,  and  comprising  68,000  square  feet.  The 
plans  for  the  permanent  building  to  be  erected  on 
this  lot  have  not  been  approved  at  the  date  of 
closing  this  report.  Mr.  Poole  informs  me  that, 
if  there  is  anything  to  be  said  on  the  subject  at 
the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  Association,  he  will 

'After  the  note  on  p.  14  was  printed,  there  was  a  change 
of  plan,  and  the  matter  there  omitted  is  therefore  given  here. 
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say  it.  It  has  b«en  found  necessary  to  erect  a 
temporary  building  for  the  use  of  the  library  until 
the  permanent  building  can  be  completed.  This 
is  on  the  corner  of  State  and  Oak  streets,  one 
block  distant  from  the  block  selected  for  the 
permanent  location.  It  is  60  x  160  feet  in  size  and 
two  stories  high.  The  shelving  capacity  is  200,- 
000  volumes. 

Cleveland,  Ohio.  Public  Library. — The 
Library  journal  of  May  last  gives  a  sketch  of  the 
new  arrangement  of  the  Cleveland  Public  Library. 
The  statement  is  made  that  the  building,  which  is 
owned  by  the  Board  of  Education,  was  not  origi- 
nally intended  to  be  used  for  library  purposes. 
The  second  and  third  floors,  each  63  x  58  feet,  how- 
ever, are  so  occupied.  These  have  recently  been 
enlarged  by  the  erection  of  an  addition,  40x58  feet 
in  size.  This  increases  the  floor  space  devoted 
to  book  storage  purposes  more  than  100  per  cent 
and  relieves  the  library  from  its  greatly  over- 
crowded condition. 

Crawfordsville,  Ind.  Wabash  College  Li- 
brary.—  The  new  building  for  Wabash  College 
Library,  the  funds  for  which  were  given  by  Simon 
Yandes,  is  already  in  course  of  erection.  The 
construction  is  Are  proof.  The  foundation  is  of 
limestone,  the  walls  of  brick,  the  sills,  girders, 
rafters,  etc.,  of  iron,  and  roof  of  slate.  The  ex- 
treme exterior  dimensions  are  90X  no  feet,  height 
two  stories.  The  building  is  in  the  form  of  a 
cross,  that  portion  of  the  front  projecting  beyond 
the  arms  being  semi-circular  in  form.  At  the 
northeast  angle  is  a  square  tower,  rising  to  a 
height  of  90  feet  from  the  ground.  The  entrance 
is  by  a  broad  flight  of  stone  steps  to  a  doorway 
7  feet  wide  in  the  tower.  Inside  is  a  vestibule  15 
feet  wide.  The  angle  between  the. tower  and  the 
projecting  arm,  being  carried  out  in  semi-circular 
form,  affords  a  stairway  10  feet  wide  to  the  second 
story.  From  the  vestibule  opposite  the  main 
door  is  a  doorway  to  the  book  desk  and  at  the 
left  is  the  doorway  to  the  reading-room.  From 
the  vestibule  a  corridor  leads  to  the  librarian's 
office.  The  reading-room  is  in  the  semi-circular 
projection  of  the  front,  is  15  feet  in  height,  and  is 
abundantly  lighted  by  9  lofty  windows.  Its  ex- 
treme depth  is  35  feet,  extreme  width  40  feet,  with 
one  12-inch  column  in  the  centre  20  feet  from  the 
walls.  At  the  left,  in  a  rectangular  projection 
corresponding  to  the  tower  on  the  other  side,  is  a 
writing-room  about  1 5  feet  square.  The  librarian's 
office  is  15  z  17  feet  in  size,  opens  into  the  corridor 


and  also  into  the  book-room.  It  has  a  handsome 
fireplace,  and  at  one  side  is  the  lift  connecting 
with  the  unpacking-room  in  the  basement  and 
also  a  room  of  same  size  above,  which  perhaps 
may  serve  for  cataloging  purposes.  The  book 
stacks  are  two  tiers  in  height  and  occupy  all  the 
central  portion  of  the  building  and  left  arm  of  the 
cross,  being  separated  from  the  reading-room  only 
by  a  light  iron  railing.  The  stacks  are  5  feet 
8  inches  from  centre  to  centre,  and  are  arranged 
at  right  angles  to  the  front  for  the  admission  of 
light  In  the  rear  extension  these  stacks  are 
arranged  parallel  to  the  front,  the  light  being 
admitted  through  the  windows  in  the  side  walls. 
The  front  of  the  upper  tier  recedes  about  2  feet, 
to  afford  a  gallery  passage  which  rests  on  the  top 
of  the  lower  tier.  The  whole  arrangement  seems 
to  be  very  compact  and  convenient. 

The  second  story  contains  an  art  gallery,  a 
statuary  hall,  and  a  trustees'  room.  The  building 
is  of  very  pleasing  effect  architecturally  and  seems 
to  be  wisely  planned  to  serve  all  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  designed.  The  cost  was  about 
l3S,ooo. 

Denver,  Col.  Public  Library. — This  institution, 
organized  about  twelve  years  ago  in  connection 
with  the  High  School,  has  grown  into  a  collection 
of  upwards  of  5,000  volumes.  Late  in  1889,  it  was 
moved  into  the  west  wing  of  the  High  School 
building,  on  19th  and  Stout  streets,  which  has 
been  specially  fitted  up  for  the  purpose,  and  has  a 
shelving  capacity  of  100,000  volumes.  It  was 
originally  a  school  library,  but  has  now  become  a 
free  public  library,  open  to  all,  and  has  been 
placed  in  charge  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Dana,  as  librarian. 

Beside  the  library  hall,  there  are  three  reading* 
rooms,  one  of  which  is  set  apart  for  ladies.  The 
new  quarters  are  in  every  respect  admirable,  and 
the  library  has  apparently  started  upon  a  career 
of  great  and  extended  usefulness. 

H  AM ILTON,  Ont.  Public  Library. — This  library 
was  organized  in  1889,  under  a  general  law  of  the 
Dominion.  This  law  permits  the  Board  of  Man- 
agement, upon  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the 
ratepayers  once  obtained  to  that  effect,  to  levy  a 
tax,  not  exceeding  half  a  mill  on  the  dollar,  for  the 
support  and  maintenance  of  a  free  public  library. 
The  citizens  of  Hamilton  having  accepted  the  free 
library  act,  the  Board  of  Management  immediately 
procured  a  very  desirable  lot,  for  which  they  paid 
$6,000.  They  also  appropriated  $50,000  for  a 
building;  and  this  has  progressed  so  far  toward 
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completion  that  its  formal  opening  and  dedication 
is  announced  for  October,  1890.  The  architect  of 
the  building,  Mr.  Wm.  Stewart,  of  Hamilton, 
promised  me  a  description  of  it,  but  was  not  will- 
ing to  furnish  it  until  after  the  formal  dedication, 
which  is,  of  course,  too  late  for  this  report.  I 
can  only  say  that  the  building  is  of  stone  and 
brick  and  is  considered  architecturally  an  orna- 
ment to  the  city.  It  has  a  frontage  of  70  feet, 
and  a  depth  of  125  feet,  and  is  three  stories  in 
height  above  a  high  basement.  There  is  a  square 
tower  at  the  corner,  rising  considerably  above  the 
roof,  and  a  projection  at  the  other  angle  is  gabled, 
with  pleasing  effect.  The  entrance  is  at  the  cen- 
tre of  the  front,  and  over  it  is  a  very  beautiful 
rose  window.  The  entire  ground  floor  is  occupied 
by  reading-rooms  and  library.  The  former  are 
elegantly  fitted  up,  and  the  latter  is  conveniently 
arranged.  The  upper  floors  will  for  the  present 
be  used  for  art-school  purposes  and  picture  gal- 
leries. A  considerable  number  of  books  for  the 
library  has  been  already  procured.  Mr.  Richard 
T.  Lancefield  has  been  chosen  librarian  and  has 
been  for  some  time  hard  at  work  classifying  and 
4UTanging  the  books,  the  library  having  been  opened 
with  the  first  installment  in  temporary  quarters. 

Hartford,  Conn.  Free  Library. — Through  the 
labors  and  generous  gifts  of  friends  of  the  enter- 
prise, the  sum  of  ^400,000  has  been  raised  for  the 
benefit  of  the  libraries  of  the  city.  The  Athen- 
aeum building  is  to  be  reconstructed  and  enlarged. 
The  work  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  I.  Cleaveland 
Cady,  of  New  York,  the  architect  who  designed 
the  new  library  of  Yale  University.  At  the  time 
of  closing  this  report  the  full  details  had  not  been 
perfected,  but  Miss  Hewins  has  kindly  furnished 
me  a  general  description  of  the  plans.  Nearly  the 
whole  of  the  main  floor  will  be  devoted  to  the  pur- 
poses of  the  free  library.  This  floor  will  be  en- 
tirely remodeled  and  the  low  wing  in  the  rear  will 
be  torn  ^own.  In  place  of  this,  and  also  taking 
up  a  considerable  portion  of  the  old  courtyard 
will  be  built  the  stack-room,  one  story  high,  but 
containing  two  tiers  of  stacks, —  capacity  90,000 
volumes,  —  lighted  from  the  roof.  The  delivery- 
room  will  be  in  the  centre  of  the  old  building, 
where  was  formerly  the  statue  gallery,  and  the 
passages  from  it  to  the  stack-room  are  by  two 
doorways  through  what  is  now  the  rear  wall. 
Special  pains  will  be  taken  to  make  the  building 
as  nearly  fire  proof  as  possible.  At  the  right  of 
the  main  entrance  will  be  rooms  for  the  librarian 
and  cataloguers,  and  in  rear  of  them  and  at  the 


right  of  the  delivery-room,  will  be  the  general 
reading-rooms.  The  arrangement  seems  to  be 
very  convenient  for  the  public  and  also  for  the 
economical  administration  of  the  library.  An  en- 
tirely new  wing,  two  stories  high,  will  be  built  in 
the  rear  for  the  Watkinson  Library ;  and  the  quar- 
ters heretofore  occupied  by  that  library  will  be  de- 
voted to  the  library  of  the  Connecticut  Historical 
Society.  The  art  collection  will  be  incorporated 
with  the  free  library  and  will  be  placed  on  the 
second  floor,  in  the  front  portion  of  the  building. 
The  entrance  will  be  through  the  same  general  en- 
trance as  to  the  library  and  offices.  A  very  con- 
siderable accession  to  the  number  of  volumes  in 
the  free  library  is  certain,  as  soon  as  the  new 
building  is  ready  to  receive  them.  The  improve- 
ments of  the  builJing  are  to  cost  $75,000. 

HiGHTSTOWN,  N.  J.  Longstreet  Library, — The 
building,  the  memorial  gift  of  Jonathan  and 
Mary  A.  Longstreet,  has  been  completed  and 
dedicated.  It  has  a  very  attractive  exterior. 
The  interior  is  both  pleasant  and  convenient, 
with  separate  reading-rooms,  book-rooms,  and  an 
office  for  the  librarian.  The  shelving  capacity  is 
10,000  volumes,  and  about  4,000  are  now  on 
hand.    The  cost  of  the  building  was  |i  2,000. 

Johnstown,  Pa.  Cambria  Library. —  The 
Cambria  Library,  in  Johnstown,  was  completely 
wiped  out  by  the  flood  which  destroyed  that  town 
in  May,  1889.  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie  volunteered 
to  restore  the  building  at  his  own  expense,  and 
the  work  is  now  in  a  forward  state  of  progress. 
The  new  building  is  65  feet  front  by  85  feet  deep, 
and  its  construction  is  intended  to  be  fire  proof. 
It  is  of  salmon-colored  brick,  trimmed  with  free- 
stone, and  is  of  good  substantial  appearance, 
though  no  special  attempt  at  ornamentation  has 
been  made.  The  interior  will  be  finished  through- 
out in  natural  wood,  and  all  the  rooms  are  con- 
venient, pleasant,  and  well  lighted.  The  library 
and  reading-rooms  will  be  placed  on  the  second 
floor.  The  first  floor  will  be  devoted  to  a  large 
audience-room  for  lectures,  etc.,  and  on  the  third 
floor  there  will  be  a  gymnasium  and  class-rooms. 
The  library  has  now  on  hand  about  1,200  volumes. 

Kalamazoo,  Mich.  Public  Library.~-The  city 
has  appropriated  $15,000  for  the  purchase  of  a 
suitable  and  conveniently  located  lot,  and  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  £.  H.  Van  Dusen  have  announced  their  in- 
tention to  give  $50,000  for  a  building.  The  plans 
are  now  under  consideration,  though  nothing  defi- 
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nite  has  yet  been  decided.  It  is  expected  that  the 
new  building  will  be  completed  by  July,  1891. 
This  library  is  a  public-school  library  under  the 
general  laws  of  the  State,  and  is  managed  by  the 
Board  of  Education.  It  numbers  about  17,000 
volumes,  and  employs  a  librarian  and  two  assist- 
ants. It  has  always  received  generous  support  at 
the  hands  of  the  tax  payers,  and  has  proved  very 
popular  and  useful.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Yan  Dusen, 
by  their  munificent  gift,  have  commended  them> 
selves  to  the  reverent  affection  of  their  towns- 
people. Their  monument  is  more  enduring  than 
brass. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  Public  Library. — The  new 
building  erected  for  the  public  library  was  opened 
Sept.  2,  1889.  It  is  of  brick,  tw«  stories  in  height. 
It  has  a  frontage  of  50  feet  and  a  depth  of  140. 
The  entire  first  floor  is  devoted  to  library  pur- 
poses, including  reading-rooms,  chess  and  checker 
rooms,  librarian's  room,  and  book  cases.  On  the 
second  floor  are  the  offices  of  the  School  Board. 

The  building  is  on  leased  ground,  and  cost 
|io,ooo.  On  one  side  is  a  handsome  lawn,  sur- 
rounded by  iron  railings.  The  book  cases  are 
separated  from  the  public  by  counters,  at  which 
books  are  given  out  and  returned.  To  the  right 
of  these  is  a  passage-way  to  the  reading-room,  in 
the  rear.  This  is  a  well-lighted  apartment  50  x  75 
feet  in  size,  with  high  ceiling.  Four  small  rooms 
adjoining  are  used  for  chess  and  checker  rooms, 
which  is  something  of  an  innovation.  This  library, 
which  now  numbers  upwards  of  15,000  volumes, 
was  first  opened  in  1876,  and  had  hitherto  occu- 
pied rented  quarters. — Library  journal. 

Thomas  H.  Swope  has  purchased  a  piece  of 
ground  161  feet,  on  15th  street,  by  265  feet  deep, 
upon  which  he  proposes  to  erect  a  magnificent 
library  building  and  art  gallery,  to  be  presented  by 
him  to  the  city. 

Lafayette,  Ind.  Public  Library. —  The  new 
building  was  completed  and  occupied  early  in  the 
present  year.  Its  cost  was  about  $50,000,  and  it 
was  built  by  public  taxation.  The  entire  first 
floor  is  taken  up  by  the  library  and  reading-rooms, 
offices,  etc.,  and  the  upper  floor  is  used  for  high- 
school  purposes.  The  building  is  of  brick  with 
stone  dressing,  and  the  general  architectural  effect 
is  very  pleasing.  The  library  has  the  use  of  three 
large  rooms —  one  for  a  general  delivery-room, 
with  the  book  stacks  in  the  rear  and  conveniently 
arranged;  the  others  are  used  for  reading  and 
consulting  rooms.  The  library  numbers  about 
12,000  volumes. 


Lawrence,  Mass.  Public  Library.  —  The  trus- 
tees of  the  White  fund  have  entered  into  a 
contract  with  the  city  government  to  erect  a 
library  building,  costing  $40,000,  the  city  to  accept 
the  same  for  thirty  years,  keep  it  in  repair,  and 
pay  an  annual  rental  of  $1,600.  The  plans  have 
been  adopted  and  the  work  is  in  progress.  The 
architecture  is  the  modern  Romanesque,  the  en- 
tire exterior  of  brownstone,  the  trimming,  same 
material  hammered. 

The  building  has  a  frontage  of  89  feet  on 
Haverhill  street,  and  a  depth  of  124  feet.  At 
the  northeast  corner  is  a  tower,  first  square,  then 
octagonal,  rising  to  a  height  of  70  feet.  The 
entrance  is  through  this  tower  into  a  vesti- 
bule, whence  there  is  a  passage  into  the  delivery- 
room,  26  X  30  feet.  North  of  the  delivery-room, 
and  connecting  with  it  by  an  arch,  is  the  reading- 
room,  30  X  70  feet  in  size.  The  octagonal  end  on 
Haverhill  street  admits  light  through  six  small 
windows  and  one  large  one  10  feet  wide. 

At  the  northwest  side  is  the  reference-room, 
22  X  32,  connected  with  the  reading-room  by  two 
arches,  between  which  is  an  open  fireplace.  West 
of  the  reference-room  is  the  librarian's  room, 
17  X  27^  feet  in  size,  with  an  open  fireplace. 
The  book-room  is  a  rear  extension,  one  story 
^ig^f  37  X  45  feet,  with  a  basement  6  feet  high. 
There  are  three  tiers  of  iron  book  stacks,  —  one  in 
the  basement,  one  on  the  main  floor,  and  one 
above  it.  The  estimated  capacity  is  75,000 
volumes.  The  library  now  contains  32,000.  The 
entire  woodwork,  except  that  of  the  book-room, 
is  oak.  On  the  second  floor  is  the  trustees'  room, 
1 5M  ^^^^  square,  and  a  hall,  30  x  60,  to  be  used 
as  a  lecture-room,  picture  gallery,  etc. 

Magnolia,  Mass.  I^blic  Library, — A  hand- 
some building,  costing  $8,000,  designed  by  Cum- 
mings  &  Sears,  architects,  of  Boston,  has  been 
erected.  The  lower  story  is  arranged  for  library 
and  reading-rooms,  and  the  upper  story  is  used 
as  a  lecture  and  concert  hall.  The  money  for 
the  enterprise  was  raised  by  private  subscriptions 
and  public  entertainments. 

Meadville,  Pa.  Theological  School  Library. — 
This  library  building,  which  was  erected  at  a  cost  of 
$6,000,  chiefly  contributed  by  Alfred,  Miss  E.  G., 
and  Prof.  F.  Huidekopcr,  was  dedicated  June  4. 
It  is  a  substantial  fireproof  structure  of  stone  and 
brick.  There  are  three  commodious,  well-lighted 
and  well-ventilated  reading  and  study  rooms  and 
one  apartment  used  as  a  reference  library'.    The 


UTLEY. 


79 


woodwork  of  the  interior  is  native  pine  in  its  natu- 
ral state.  The  heating  is  by  steam.  The  book- 
room  is  in  a  wing,  separated  from  the  rest  of  the 
building  by  a  heavy  brick  wall.  It  has  a  capacity 
of  40,000  volumes. 

Memphis,  Tenn.  Cossitt  Library. —  The  con- 
struction of  the  Cossitt  Library,  now  in  progress, 
is  required  by  contract  to  be  finished  by  first  of 
July,  1891.  The  building  is  irregular  in  outline, 
but  has  a  frontage  of  131  feet,  by  an  extreme  depth 
of  no  feet.  The  style  of  architecture  is  Roman- 
esque. The  material  is  red  sandstone,  from  Mich- 
igan quarries.  The  window  courses,  caps,  gables, 
and  columns  are  made  quite  ornate  by  elaborate 
carvings.  ^ 

The  roof  is  of  red  tile.  The  building  stands 
well  up  above  the  street,  which  relieves  it  from 
what  might  be  otherwise  a  squatty  appearance. 
It  is  two  stories  in  height,  and  a  circular  tower  near 
the  centre  of  the  front  is  carried  far  above  the 
roof  of  the  main  structure,  and  is  finished  with 
open  belfry  and  sharp-pointed  tiled  roof. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  the  fa9ade  is 
the  entrance  porch  and  its  treatment  both  above 
and  below.  From  the  plaza  on  which  the  building 
stands,  the  porch  is  reached  by  a  flight  of  nine  broad 
stone  steps.  It  shows  three  faces,  each  pierced  by 
a  wide  arched  entrance.  The  arches  are  sup- 
ported by  five  polished  marble  columns. 

Each  of  the  faces  shows  a  gable  and  double 
arched  windows  in  the  second  story.  From  this 
entrance  wide  double  doors  open  into  the  vesti- 
bule, from  which  a  door  leads  into  the  delivery 
hall.  Near  the  vestibule  is  a  cloak-room.  Oppo- 
site the  main  entrance  is  a  spacious  fireplace,  at 
the  right  of  which  is  a  door  leading  into  the  com- 
mittee-room, in  the  rear ;  and  still  further  to  the 
right  is  the  counter  for  the  delivery  of  books. 
Between  the  counter  and  the  book-room  in  its 
rear,  is  the  librarian's  desk.  Conveniently  placed 
are  stairways  and  also  a  lift  to  the  basement  and 
to  the  work-rooms  above.  At  the  left  of  the  deliv- 
ery hall  is  the  ladies*  reading-room,  provided  with 
a  fireplace .  and  convenient  toilet-room.  The 
magazine-room  and  the  general  reading-room  are 
in  front  of  and  to  the  right  of  the  delivery  hall,  and 
are  connected  with  it  and  with  each  other  by  broad 
arched  openings.  They  are  admirably  lighted, 
and  so  placed  as  to  prevent  disturbance  of  the 
occupants  by  the  bustle  and  confusion  of  the 
delivery-room. 

The  south  end  of  the  reading-room  is  rounded 
at  the  corners,  and  shows  a  handsome  fireplace  at 


the  centre.  In  the  second  story  is  another  reading 
or  study  room,  the  passage  to  which  is  from  the 
delivery  hall  by  a  stairway  in  the  circular  tower. 
The  book-room  is  in  a  rear  extension,  one  story 
high,  and  so  arranged  that  it  can  be  added  to  as 
occasion  may  require.  The  windows  are  in  the 
side  walls  and  high,  so  as  to  permit  the  placing  of 
book  cases  along  the  walls  as  well  as  across  the 
centre  of  the  room.  The  present  capacity  of  this 
room  is  40,000  volumes.  The  cost  of  the  building 
is  to  be  about  I7 5,000.  Mr.  L.  B.  Wheeler,  of 
Memphis,  is  the  architect,  and  to  him  I  am 
indebted  for  information  respecting  the  plans, 
etc. 

Menomonee,  Wis.  Tainter  Memorial  Library. 
—  This  building,  the  memorial  gift  of  Andrew 
Tainter,  has  been  completed  at  a  cost  of  about 
$18,000.  It  .was  opened  July  i,  1890,  with  5,000 
volumes.  The  property  has  been  put  into  the 
hands  of  a  corporation  for  management,  but  the 
library  is  practically  free  to  the  citizens.  There 
are  in  the  building,  in  addition  to  the  library  and 
reading-room,  a  public  hall  or  lecture-room,  and 
parlors  and  other  suitable  rooms  for  a  young  peo- 
ple's club. 

The  building  is  Romanesque  in  style,  and  is 
constructed  of  sandstone.  It  has  a  frontage  of 
80  feet  and  an  extreme  depth  of  90  feet.  Its 
height  is  two  stories  above  a  lofty  basement.  The 
library  and  reading-rooms  are  on  the  first  floor, 
and  the  book  stack  is  in  a  fireproof  wing.  The 
floor  of  the  library  is  tiled  with  marble.  The 
staircase  and  wainscoting  are  marble.  The  wood- 
work and  furniture  are  mainly  oak.  The  building 
is  heated  by  steam  and  lighted  by  electricity. 
There  are  two  large  and  beautiful  memorial  win- 
dows—  one  for  the  daughter  of  Andrew  Tainter, 
who  erected  this  building  in  her  memory,  and  the 
other  designed  to  perpetuate  the  memor}'  of  Cap- 
tain and  Mrs.  Tainter  themselves. 

MiDDLETOWN,  Mass.  Public  Library.  —  The 
people  voted  in  town  meeting  to  purchase  a  site 
and  erect  thereon  a  suitable  public  library  build- 
ing. The  town  pays  for  the  site,  and  will  take 
care  of  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  library. 
The  Flint  fund  of  $10,000  will  be  devoted  to  the 
erection  of  a  building.  The  Emerson  fund  of 
$10,000  will  be  set  aside  as  endowment,  the  income 
of  which  will  be  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of 
books.  The  new  building  will  be  a  handsome  and 
commodious  structure,  planned  in  accordance  with 
the  latest  ideas  on  the  subject. 
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Milwaukee, Wis.  Pud/ic Library.—  The  Legis- 
lature of  the  State,  at  its  last  session,  authorized 
the  city  of  Milwaukee  to  issue  its  bonds  to  the 
amount  of  ^60,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  for 
a  public  library  and  museum  building.  In  like 
manner  it  is  proposed  to  ask  the  next  Legislature  to 
give  authority  to  the  city  to  raise  the  requisite  funds 
for  the  erection  of  a  building.  Mr.  Linderfelt 
writes:  "A  lot  has  been  purchased,  consisting  of  a 
piece  of  ground  nearly  35,000  square  feet,  corner 
of  Grand  avenue  and  9th  street,  which  I  am 
pleased  to  say  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and 
commanding  situations  in  the  city.  On  this  ground 
a  building  will  be  erected  large  enough  to  accom- 
modate both  the  public  library  and  our  extensive 
public  museum.  I  have  every  reason  to  hope  that 
the  building  will  be  as  good  as  it  can  be  made,  so 
far  as  construction  iscdncerned,and  imposing  archi- 
tecturally. We  shall  probably  require  about  a 
quarter  of  a  million  dollars  for  its  erection.  But  no 
detailed  plans  have  yet  been  made,  nor  can  any- 
thing be  done  toward  commencing  it  before  next 
spring  at  the  earliest." 

Mount  Holly  Springs,  Pa.  Free  Library. — 
Miss  Amelia  S.  Given,  of  Mount  Holly  Springs,' 
Pa.,  an  heiress,  has  given  the  little  mountain  vil- 
lage where  she  was  born  a  free  library.  The  build- 
ing is  of  the  modern  renaissance  style,  while  the 
rooms  are  finished  in  Moorish  designs  and  fitted 
with  modem  conveniences  and -comforts. — Har- 
pet's  Weekly, 

Nebraska.  State  Library.  —  The  library  was 
moved  into  its  new  quarters  in  the  second  story  of 
the  south  wing  of  the  Capitol  in  August  last.  The 
library-room  is  75  x  30  feet,  and  has  one  gallery 
extending  around  aJl  sides  of  the  room,  reached 
by  spiral  stairways  at  the  corners.  Only  the  main 
floor  has  been  fitted  up,  and  this  has  a  capacity  of 
30,000  volumes.  The  gallery  will  be  occupied 
when  required.  All  the  woodwork,  including  the 
furniture,  book  cases,  etc.,  is  of  polished  oak. 
There  are  six  reading-tables.  The  ante-rooms,  of 
which  there  are  two,  are  used,  one  by  the  librarian 
as  an  office,  and  the  other  for  storing  Nebraska 
reports,  having  a  capacity  of  5,000  volumes.  The 
library  is  heated  by  steam  and  lighted  by  electricity. 
There  are  two  large  open  fireplaces  at  opposite 
ends  of  the  room. 

Newark,  N.  J.  Public  Library.  —  A  full  des- 
cription of  the  new  building  for  the  Newark  free 
public  library,  with  illustrations  of  tlie  exterior  and 


interior,  and  floor  plans,  is  given  in  the  Library 
journal  for  November,  1889.  The  new  building, 
which  seems  to  be  a  model  of  its  kind  and  admir- 
ably arranged,  was  formally  opened  to  the  public, 
with  appropriate  dedicatory  exercises,  on  the  even- 
ing of  Oct.  16,  1889.  The  capacity  of  the  shelving 
is  60,000  volumes,  which  can  be  easily  increased 
to  100,000.  The  present  number  of  volumes  is 
about  25,000. 

New  Haven,  Conn.  Public  Library.  —  The 
city  issued  its  bonds  in  the  sum  of  $100,000,  and 
takes  care  of  the  annual  interest.  The  proceeds 
of  the  bonds  amounted  to  $110,888.  Of  this  sum, 
$70,000  was  used  for  the  purchase  of  the  old 
Third  Church  property,  opposite  the  green,  and  in 
a  very  convenient  and  satisfactory  location.  The 
remodeling  and  furnishing  of  the  building  are 
expected  to  cost  about  $30,000.  The  equipment 
is  intended  to  be  very  complete,  with  steam  heat- 
ing, electric  lighting,  and  special  attention  to  ven- 
tilation. Th^  building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy 
about  the  ist  of  January  next.  The  old  church  is 
of  Portland  brownstone,  about  60  feet  wide  by 
about  120  feet  in  depth,  with  a  two-story  addition 
in  the  rear.  The  exterior  will  not  be  altered, 
except  that  skylights  will  be  placed  in  the  roof. 
The  interior  was  divided  into  nave  30  feet  wide, 
and  aisles  on  each  side  15  feet  wide,  with  columns 
supporting  the  roof  and  galleries  over  the  aisles. 
The  plan  is  to  leave  the  nave  still  open  to  the 
roof,  from  which  it  will  be  lighted  by  skylight,  and 
to  fill  in  the  space  between  the  columns  with 
glazed  partitions.  The  central  portion  of  the 
building  will  be  used  as  the  library  proper,  the 
public  delivery-room  occupying  the  front  for  about 
one  third  of  the  floor  space,  separated  by  a  counter 
from  the  book-room,  which  occupies  the  remain- 
der of  the  nave  and  the  rear  extension.  The 
galleries  will  be  reconstructed  and  used  for  book 
storage  when  required.  The  spaces  under  the 
galleries  on  either  side  will  be  used  for  reading- 
rooms.  At  the  front  and  upon  the  right  and  left 
of  the  main  entrance  are  small  rooms  suitable  for 
librarian  and  assistants  for  work-rooms.  These 
are  so  arranged  that  the  supervision  of  the  several 
rooms  devoted  to  public  use  can  be  maintained 
with  great  economy  in  the  employment  of  assist- 
ants. The  catalogue  is  placed  near  the  reference- 
room,  and  the  card  catalogue  and  the  librarian  are 
located  conveniently  to  the  public  as  well  as  the 
library  employt^s.  The  city  makes  an  annual 
appropriation  of  $10,000  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  library,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  building  as 
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now  remodeled  will  suffice  for  its  needs  for  twenty 
years  to  come,  and  additions  can  then  be  made 
which  will  provide  for  a  much  longer  period. 

New  York  City.  Mercantile  Library.  —  Mr. 
Peoples  writes  that  the  new  building  for  the  N.  Y. 
Mercantile  Library  is  now  in  course  of  erection  on 
the  site  of  the  old  building  in  Astor  place  and 
8th  street.  The  lot  is  irregular,  measuring  159 
feet  on  8th  street,  149  feet  on  Astor  place,  52  feet 
on  the  end  which  faces  an  open  square,  and  98  feet 
on  the  opposite  end.  The  building  will  be  seven  » 
stories  high.  The  first  two  stories  will  be  of  pink 
sandstone. 

Above  this,  the  material  used  will  be  brick  of  a 
buff  color,  interspersed  with  sandstone.  The 
library  will  occupy  the  sixth  and  seventh  stories, 
and  will  be  reached  by  two  steam  elevators.  The 
other  stories,  from  the  first  to  the  fifth  inclusive, 
will  be  rented  for  stores  and  offices.  The  building 
will  be  heated  by  steam  and  lighted  throughout  by 
electricity.  The  sixth  floor  will  be  used  for  the 
reading-room  and  reference  department,  and  will 
be  17  feet  high.  The  circulating  department  for 
home  use  will  be  on  the  seventh  floor.  This  room 
will  be  25  feet  from  floor  to  roof.  We  shall  have 
windows  on  all  sides  and  a  skylight  in  the  roof. 
At  present  the  book  stack  will  be  two  tiers  high, 
of  7  feet  each.  The  storage  capacity  is  estimated 
at  800,000  volumes.  The  cost  of  the  building  will 
be  about  $500,000. 

North  Granby,  Conn.  Cossiti  Library.  —  The 
Springfield  Republican  of  April  26,  1890,  gives  a 
view  of  the  public  free  library  building  erected  at 
North  Granby.  Frederick  H.  Cossitt,  of  New 
York,  who  left  $75,000  for  a  library  at  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  left  also  $10,000  for  a  library  at  North 
Granby,  his  birthplace.  The  people  of  the  town 
contributed  funds  to  include  a  public  hall  in  the 
structure  and  leave  $5,000  for  the  permanent 
support  of  the  institution.  The  plans  were  drawn 
by  J.  D.  Sibley,  architect,  of  Middletown,  Conn. 
The  first  story  is  of  brick,  and  the  upper  story  of 
wood.  The  library  and  reading-room  are  in  the 
upper  story,  the  centre  of  the  room  being  devoted 
to  reading-tables,  and  the  book  cases  arranged  in 
alcoves  around  the  walls. 

The  interior  is  lighted  from  above  by  a  lantern 
in  a  dwarf  roof.  This  lantern  is  supported  by  ten 
columns,  and  C9ntains  twenty-six  windows  of 
ground,  plain,  and  stained  glass,  producing  a 
pleasing  effect.  The  whole  woodwork  of  the 
inteiior    is   of    light   and  dark  colored    cypress, 


finished  in  the  natural  wood.  The  building  is 
heated  by  a  furnace.  There  is  a  neat  vestibule. 
The  architecture  is  unique,  and  the  general  effect 
is  said  to  be  pleasing. 

Olneyville,  R.  I.  Public  Library. — The  citi- 
zens have  undertaken  to  establish  a  public  library. 
Sufficient  subscriptions  have  been  secured  to 
assure  the  success  of  the  movement.  The  town 
is  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  and  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books.  Plans  for  the  building  have  been 
adopted,  and  the  cost  is  estimated  at  $30,000* 
They  show  a  substantial  stone  structure  of  the 
modern  style  of  architecture,  two  stories  in  height, 
with  a  high  and  well-lighted  basemenrt.  The  li- 
brary will  be  on  the  main  floor,  and  there  will  be 
separate  reading-rooms  for  ladies  and  gentlemen. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Carnegie  Public  Library.  — 
Mr.  Jas.  B.  Scott,  Chairman  of  the  Library  Commis 
sion,  writes  under  date  of  July  2,  1890:  "The 
Carnegie  Library  project  in  Pittsburgh  has  not 
more  than  started.  The  enterprise  is  now  await- 
ing a  decision  regarding  the  definite  location  of 
the  principal  buildings;  and  in  consequence  there 
are  yet  no  plans,  which  will  have  to  be  adapted  to 
suit  the  location  when  selected  and  secured.  In  a 
general  way  the  project  in  Pittsburgh  will  have  a 
central  organization,  which  will  include  the  library 
building,  hall,  picture-gallery,  and  museum.  There 
will  be,  in  addition,  four  or  five  branch  libraries,  to 
be  located  in  as  many  several  thickly  populated 
districts  of  the  city.  Mr.  Caniegie  has  definitely 
given  one  million  dollars  for  this  general  enter- 
prise. He  has  also  made  the  provision  for  a  rev- 
enue at  5  per  cent  of  another  million  dollars, 
said  revenue  to  be  specifically  spent  in  connection 
with  the  art  and  ipuseum  features.  The  first 
million  is  given  outright  for  building  purposes, 
the  second  million  being  in  the  nature  of  an  en- 
dowment for  above  purposes. 

Portland,  Or.  Portland  Library.  —  This  is 
an  Association  Library,  established  in  1864.  It 
has  about  18,000  volumes,  a  membership  of  250, 
paying  annual  dues  of  $9.  By  the  sale  of  per- 
petual memberships  a  book  fund  endowment  of 
$25,000  has  been  accumulated.  M.  W.  Fech- 
heimer,  for  many  years  a  director  of  the  Association, 
left  upon  his  death  a  bequest  of  the  value  of  about 
$5,000  for  building  purposes.  A  subscription  to 
enlarge  this  fund  was  started,  and  it  was  increased 
to  $45,000.  Oct.  I,  1889,  Miss  Ella  M.  Smith, 
of  Portland,  died,  leaving,  by  last  will  and  testa- 


82 


FAB  VAN  HOUSE    CONFERENCE. 


ment,  her  whole  estate,  valued  at  |ioo,ooo,  to  the 
Association  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  a  suitable 
building  for  the  library  and  maintenance  of  the 
same,  or  to  furnish  it  with  works  of  art.  Plans  for  a 
building  were  immediately  procured  from  Chamber- 
lain &  Whidden,  architects,  of  Boston,  a  half-block 
of  ground  in  a  central  location  was  purchased,  and 
the  erection  of  the  building,  to  cost  $100,000,  was 
begun,  to  be  finished  in  1891. 

The  building  has  a  frontage  on  Stark  street  of 
64  feet  and  an  extreme  depth  of  144  feet.  It  is 
two  stories  in  height  above  a  high  basement.  The 
material  is  stone,  roof  of  slate.  The  entire  build- 
ing will  be  devoted  to  library  purposes,  and  will 
afford  spacious  reading-rooms  for  ladies  and  for 
gentlemen,  as  well  as  art-rooms,  study  or  lyceum 
rooms,  and  ample  book-storage  facilities.  The 
arrangement  of  the  rooms  is  according  to  the 
latest  approved  methods,  and  is  believed  to  be 
very  convenient.  The  heating  is  by  steam,  and 
special  attention  has  been  paid  by  the  architects  to 
ventilation  and  lighting. 

ROCKTON,  III.  Talcott  Free  Library. —  A  hand- 
some free  library  building  was  opened  in  Rockton, 
a  suburb  of  Rockford,  111.,  on  Aug.  22,  1889. 
The  building  was  erected  at  the  expense  of  the 
Talcott  family  of  that  place,  and  Mr.  Thomas  B. 
Talcott  presented  nearly  1,000  volumes  as  a 
memorial  of  his  wife,  so  that  the  library  has  a  fair 
start. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  Public  Library. —  Plans  pre- 
pared by  Isaac  Taylor,  architect,  of  St.  Louis,  have 
been  accepted  by  the  Board  of  Education  for  a 
public-school  library  building,  to  be  erected  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $350,000.  The  location  is  a 
central  one,  being  at  the  corner  of  9th  and  Locust 
streets.  The  building  is  designed  to  furnish  a 
revenue  from  business  uses  of  the  lower  floors, 
like  that  of  the  Mercantile  Library  in  the  same 
city.  It  is  to  be  127  x  112  feet  in  size,  six  stories 
high,  and  absolutely  fire  proof.  The  basement  and 
four  lower  floors  will  be  rented  to  one  tenant  for 
business  purposes,  probably  a  wholesale  dry-goods 
store.  The  Board  of  Education  will  use  the  fifth 
floor  for  its  offices,  committee-rooms,  etc.  The 
sixth  floor  will  be  given  up  wholly  to  the  library, 
and  will  be  arranged  in  the  most  convenient  man- 
ner. At  the  date  of  closing  this  report,  July  i, 
the  details  of  this  arrangement  have  not  been 
settled.  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Crunden  that  the 
plans  will  be  exhibited  at  the  conference  for  exam- 
ination and  criticism      The  entrance  to  the  li- 


brary will  be  at  the  west  end  of  the  building  on 
Locust  street.  There  will  be  an  elaborate  vesti- 
bule, the  walls,  floor,  and  ceiling  of  Italian  marble. 
A  marble  staircase  and  three  passenger  elevators 
will  land  the  visitor  to  the  library  floor  in  a  com- 
modious lobby,  from  which  doors  lead  to  the  pub- 
lic delivery-room.  Back  of  the  delivery  desk  is 
the  stack-room.  This  is  92  x  43  feet  in  size,  and 
runs  the  entire  length  of  the  building.  It  is  sep- 
arated from  the  delivery-room  by  a  glazed  parti- 
tion, which  affords  the  public  a  glimpse  of  the 
.  resources  of  the  library.  The  reading-room  is 
also  separated  from  the  delivery-room  by  an  orna- 
mental glass  partition,  8  feet  high.  At  the  west 
end  is  a  gallery  for  patent  documents.  There  are 
convenient  rooms  for  librarian,  for  cataloguers, 
for  reference  study,  toilet-rooms,  etc.,  etc.  The 
heating,  ventilating,  and  electric  light  plant  are  in 
the  basement. 

San  Francisco,  Cal.  Mercantile  Library.  — 
The  Mercantile  Library  Association  of  San  Fran- 
cisco has  sold  its  projjerty  for  $157,000  to  the 
Pacific  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company,  with 
the  privilege  of  occupying  that  part  of  the  premises 
used  by  the  library  at  a  monthly  rental  of  $500. 

A  new  site  has  been  purchased  for  $70,000, 
120  X  109  feet,  corner  of  Van  Ness  and  Golden 
Gate  avenues,  running  through  to  Elk  avenue  on 
the  north.  On  this  lot  a  five-story  brick,  stone, 
and  terra  cotta  building  is  being  erected,  which 
will  furnish  admirable  and  convenient  quarters  for 
the  library;  while  a  large  portion  of  the  building 
will  be  devoted  to  business  uses,  from  which 
sufficient  revenue  will  be  derived  to  take  care  of 
the  indebtedness,  maintain  the  building,  and  leave 
a  surplus  for  the  purposes  of  the  library. 

SCRANTON,  Pa.  Albright  Memorial  Library.  — 
The  heirs  of  Joseph  J.  Albright,  late  of  Scranton, 
consisting  of  John  Joseph  Albright,  of  Buffalo, 
and  H.  C.  Albright,  Mrs.  James  Archbald,  and 
Mrs.  R.  J.  Bennett,  of  Scranton,  have  given  the 
homestead  lot,  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  city, 
on  the  comer  of  Washington  avenne  and  Vine 
street,  for  the  purpose  of  a  library.  John  Joseph 
Albright  donates  the  building,  and  is  superin- 
tending its  erection.  The  value  of  these  gifts 
exceeds  $100,000.  It  is  to  be  known  as  the  Al- 
bright Memorial  Building,  in  honor  of  the  parents 
of  the  donors.  The  citizens  and  the  municipal 
authorities  supply  the  books  and  maintain  the 
library.  This  is  the  first  and  only  public  library 
in  Scranton. 
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Mr.  Albright  takes  very  great  interest  in  this 
enterprise,  and  has  visited  numerous  libraries, 
and  consulted  the  best-known  authorities,  with 
a  view  to  make  this  building  a  model  of  its 
kind.  It  has  been  so  planned  as  to  admit  of 
enlargement,  as  the  wants  of  the  public  and  the 
uses  of  the  building  require.  The  architects  are 
Messrs.  Green  &  Wicks,  of  Buffalo,  who  furnish 
the  following  description : — 

The  style  of  the  building  is  the  French  renais- 
sance of  the  Chateau  period.  The  lot  being  on 
the  corner,  we  have  adopted  the  **  L "  shaped 
plan,  which  gives  in  its  re-entering  angle  a  court 
to  the  streets,  which  we  think  will  be  very  attrac- 
tive. The  long  side  of  the  "L"  is  36  x  132  feet, 
and  this  contains  the  entrance,  with  the  stairs  to 
the  second  story  and  reading-room,  32  x  50,  open 
to  the  roof,  with  a  gallery  around  it  8  feet  wide. 
It  is  divided  into  alcoves,  giving  quiet  places 
or  retired  nooks  for  special  reading.  Directly 
upon  entering  and  straight  ahead  are  the  stairs. 
To  the  left  of  this,  entering  directly  from  the  hall, 
are  the  delivery  desk  and  the  card  catalogues. . 
These  are  so  arranged  that  they  can  be  used  from 
the  stack-room,  the  reading-room,  or  the  librarian's 
room.  To  the  right  of  the  entrance  is  a  news- 
paper-room, 32  X  32.  Directly  above  this  is  a 
lecture-room,  30  x  40,  combined  with  a  trustees* 
room,  which  may  be  used  as  a  small  class-room  or 
an  ante-room  for  the  hall  in  case  of  entertain- 
ments, etc.  The  book-room  or  stack-room  is  built 
in  the  "  L  '*  of  the  building,  and  is  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  it,  having  a  brick  wall  with  fireproof 
doors  between.  Its  capacity  when  entirely  filled 
will  be  125,000  volumes.  It  is  thoroughly  well 
lighted,  the  windows  being  the  exact  width  of  the 
aisles  between  the  book  stacks.  Through  a  clever 
suggestion  of  Prof.  Dewey's  (and  this  is  only  one 
of  a  great  many)  the  first  floor  of  the  stack-room 
is  dropped  3^  feet  below  the  delivery-desk  floor, 
and  the  stacks,  being  7  feet  high,  places  the  next 
one  3|4  feet  above  the  delivery  floor ;  consequently 
it  gives  great  convenience  in  taking  books  from 
the  stack-room  to  the  desk,  as  a  boy  can  be  on 
each  floor  and  hand  books  to  the  delivery  clerk 
without  making  use  of  the  elevators. 

The  librarian's  room  is  in  one  comer  of  the 
stack-house.  Under  this  comes  the  bookbindery 
and  the  receiving-room,  entered  at  grade  directly 
from  the  outside.  The  whole  building  will  be 
heated  with  hot  water.  It  is  to  be  entirely  fire- 
proof throughout,  with  ample  plumbing  facilities. 

The  material  is  stone  for  the  foundation  and  up 
to  the  first-floor  window  sills.     Above  this  the 


building  is  to  be  of  Pompeian  brick,  enriched 
with  terra  cotta. 

Sioux  City,  Iowa.  Public  Library, — The  city, 
which  owns  a  lot  on  the  comer  of  6th  and  Douglas 
streets,  bought  for  library  purposes,  has  entered 
into  a  contract  with  a  private  corporation  to  erect 
thereon,  in  accordance  with  plans  fumished  by  the 
city,  a  building  costing  not  less  than  ^25,000.  The 
city  on  its  part  agrees  to  pay  an  annual  rental  of 
6  per  cent  on  the  investment,  and  has  the  privi- 
lege of  buying  th6  building  at  its  cost  price  at  any 
time  after  completion.  The  upper  part  of  the 
building  is  devoted  to  library  and  reading-room, 
while  the  city  oflices  take  up  the  ground'  floor. 

Skaneateles,  N.  Y.  Library  Association, — 
The  new  building  was  dedicated  Feb.  7,  1890,  with 
appropriate  addresses  by  officers  of  the  Association 
and  others  interested  in  library  work.  The  build- 
ing is  a  model  of  convenience  and  taste,  and  there 
is  much  enthusiasm  in  the  community  respecting  it. 

South  Dartmouth,  Mass.  Southworth  Li- 
brary,— The  Library  journal  oi  December,  1889, 
contains  a  view  of  the  library  building  presented  by 
John  H.  Southworth,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  to  his 
native  place,  South  Dartmouth,  near  New  Bedford. 
It  is  34  X  40  feet  in  size,  one  story  in  height,  and  has 
an  ample  porch.  It  is  of  rough  pasture  stone, 
trimming  of  brick,  sills  and  belts  of  rock-faced 
granite.  The  public-room  is  16  x  20  feet  in  size, 
book-room  12  x  20,  and  reading-room  20  feet 
square;  ceilings,  16  feet  in  height,  of  Florida  pine, 
divided  into  panels  by  ribs  of  Califomia  redwood. 
The  woodwork  finish  is  also  of  redwood.  The 
building  cost  ^5,000.  Mr.  Southworth  also  gave 
to  the  library  3,400  volumes. 

Toronto,  Ont.  Public  Library.  —  A  branch  on 
Dundas  street  was  completed  and  occupied  last 
January.  It  is  of  brick,  30  x  90  feet  in  size,  the 
front  portion  two  stories  high.  There  is  a  general 
reading-room,  77  x  30  feet,  lighted  by  windows  on 
one  side,  and  by  skylights,  a  ladies'  reading-room, 
17  X  II  feet,  with  two  large  windows,  and  book 
counter  and  shelves.  The  second  story  is  occupied 
as  a  living  room  by  the  attendant,  who  receives 
I300  a  year,  with  free  fuel,  gas,  and  water.  The 
cost  of  the  building  was  ^4,500;  fittings,  furnace, 
etc.,  |2,ooo  more.  The  reading-rooms  are  abund- 
antly supplied  with  magazines,  newspapers,  etc. 
Books  are  delivered  from  the  central  library  daily 
orders    being   transmitted    by   telephone.    Plan 
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have  been  prepared  for  an  addition  to  the  main 
library  building,  but  work  will  not  be  commenced 
thereon  until  next  year.  The  addition  will  be 
91  X  68  feet  in  size,  and  will  be  fire  proof.  It  will 
be  devoted  principally  to  book  storage. 

Toronto,  Ont.  Unrversity  Library. —  On  the 
evening  of  Feb.  14,  1890,  fire,  caused  by  the  over- 
turning of  a  lamp,  broke  out  in  the  east  wing  of 
the  main  building  of  the  University  of  Toronto. 
The  library  was  situated  on  the  second  floor  front 
of  this  wing,  and  was  completely  destroyed,  not  a 
thing  being  saved.  The  University  authorities  at 
once  set  on  foot  measures  for  replacing  the  library 
by  appealing  for  assistance  to  its  friends,  both  in 
England  and  America.  After  considerable  con- 
troversy over  the  matter,  it  has  finally  been  de- 
cided, in  rebuilding,  to  place  the  library  in  a  sepa- 
rate building,  specially  designed  for  it.  Members 
of  the  faculty  and  governing  board  have  visited 
the  chief  libraries  in  the  United  States,  for  the 
purpose  of  investigation.  The  result  is,  that  the 
building  of  the  Michigan  University  Library,  at 
Ann  Arbor,  is  to  be  taken  as  the  model.  The 
general  characteristics  of  that  building  will  be 
adopted,  but  the  details  will  be  modified  somewhat 
to  suit  special  needs.  As  there  are  to  be  no  art 
galleries  in  the  Toronto  building,  those  portions 
so  used  at  Ann  Arbor  will  be  devoted  to  the  semi- 
naries, and  the  stacks  will  be  arranged  with  refer- 
ence to  their  convenient  use.  This  use  of  the 
second-floor  rooms  will  give  abundant  facilities 
for  special  students,  and  also  for  conversation- 
rooms.  The  stack  will  also  be  so  planned  as  to 
admit  of  indefinite  enlargement.  The  librarian's 
quarters,  and  the  work-rooms  in  connection  there- 
with, will  be  planned  on  a  more  liberal  scale  than 
at  Ann  Arbor. 

Trenton,  Mo.  Public  Library. —  Mr.  Jewctt 
Norris,  for  thirty-five  years  a  resident  of  Trenton, 
made  to  the  School  Board  of  that  city  a  proposition 
that  he  would  give  the  sum  of  $50,000  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  and  maintaining  a  free  public 
library  and  reading-room,  on  the  condition  that  the 
board  would  procure  a  site,  erect  thereon  a  suitable 
building,  equip  it  with  furniture,  fixtures,  books, 
etc.,  and  provide  for  its  perpetual  maintenance  as 
a  free  public  library.  He  stipulated  that  of  his 
gift  ^30,000  might  be  used  for  building  purposes, 
and,  when  the  building  is  completed,  equipped,  and 
in  running  order,  the  balance  of  his  gift  may  be 
invested  as  a  permanent  endowment.  The  board 
accepted  this  generous  offer,  atnd  at  once  purchased 


a  site  and  procured  plans  for  a  building  satisfac- 
tory to  Mr.  Norris.  The  work  of  construction  has 
begun,  and  the  building  is  to  be  completed  in  1891. 
It  is  a  very  handsome  two-story  structure  of  the 
modem  Romanesque  style  of  architecture,  of  stone 
and  brick,  with  a  square  tower  at  one  angle  and 
large  arched  windows.  There  is  a  spacious  deliv- 
ery-room, with  a  stack-room  in  the  rear,  and  there 
are  also  ample  reading-rooms,  which  will  be  sup- 
plied with  periodical  literature  of  the  best  class. 
The  building  will  be  one  of  the  finest  and  most 
complete  and  convenient  of  its  kind  in  the  State  of 
Missouri. 

WoLFBORO,  N.  H.  Brewster  Library,  —  The 
late  John  Brewster,  of  Cambridge,  left  upwards  of 
$1,000,000  to  Wolfboro,  his  native  town,  to  be 
spent  for  the  intellectual  and  physical  well-being 
of  the  people.  Of  this  sum  $50,000  was  devoted 
to  the  erection  of  a  memorial  hall  and  library. 
The  building  is  conveniently  located,  and  is  most 
substantial  in  its  construction  and  imposing  in  its 
appearance. 

The  upper  story  is  used  as  a  hall  for  public 
gatherings,  while  the  ground  floor  is  devoted  to 
the  purposes  of  a  public  library  and  reading-room. 
The  building  was  dedicated  Feb.  21,  1890. 

Worcester,  Mass.  Public  Library.  —  The 
new  building,  which  is  now  being  put  up,  is  to  be 
used  in  connection  with  the  older  building,  being 
on  an  adjoining  lot,  and  united  with  the  earlier 
structure  by  passages  in  different  stories.  It  will 
not  be  finished  until  Jan.  i,  1S91,  and  will  be  fully 
described  and  illustrated  before  that  time  in  the 
Library  journal ^  and  perhaps  elsewhere.  The 
basement  is  of  granite ;  the  rest  of  the  front  is 
of  freestone,  Pompeian  brick,  and  terra  cotta. 
The  basement  is  high,  and  is  to  be  used  as 
a  great  reading-room  for  newspapers.  The  three 
stories  above  this  will  be  occupied  by  the 
stack  for  the  reference  (Green  and  intermediate) 
libraries,  and,  in  the  rear,  a  large  room  for 
use  in  consulting  the  books  in  those  libraries,  a 
lecture-room,  a  seminary,  or  directors'  room, 
rooms  for  private  study,  a  room  for  art  publi- 
cations, a  cataloguing-room,  general  room  for 
librarian  and  assistants,  librarian's  private  room, 
etc.,  etc.  The  circulating  department,  reading- 
rooms  for  magazines  and  reviews,  scientific,  art, 
industrial,  and  literary  papers,  will  remain  in  the 
old  building.  The  new  building  above  the  base- 
ment is  to  be  kept  very  quiet.  No  books  are  to 
be  given  out  there  to  be  taken  home.    There  will 
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be  stairs  at  both  ends  of  the  new  building,  a 
large  elevator  for  the  use  of  attendants  only, 
generally,  but  so  situated  that  it  can  be  used  by 
the  public  when  necessary,  a  smaller  elevator  to 
be  used  in  the  stack,  besides  the  stairs  and 
elevator  in  the  older  building. 

Mr.  Green,  the  librarian,  from  whom  this  infor- 
mation is  derived,  informs  me  that  the  plans  of 
the  new  building  were  made  to  meet  the  particular 


wants  of  the  library  as  they  have  manifested  them- 
selves during  the  last  twenty  years ;  and,  as  those 
have  been  somewhat  peculiar  under  the  man- 
agement which  has  existed  in  those  year^,  the 
plans  show  some  unusual  features.  No  further 
description  seems  called  for  until  a  later  time. 
The  interior  was  sketched  by  the  librarian.  The 
cost  of  the  new  building,  including  the  land,  will 
be  at  least  1 135,000. 


THE  PROCEEDINGS. 
Fabyan  House,  New  Hampshire,  Tuesday  -  Saturday,  September  9-13,  1890. 


FIRST  SESSION. 

(TUESDAY  EVENING,  SEPTEMBER  9.) 

F:  M.  Crunden,  President,  called  the  meeting 
to  order  at  9  P.  M.,  and  introduced  the  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  who  gave 
the  following  address  of  welcome:  — 

Hon.  James  W.  Patterson. —  Ladies  and  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  American  Library  Association :  In 
the  unavoidable  absence  of  His  Excellency,  Gov. 
Goodell,  I  have  consented  at  the  last  moment  to 
come  here  this  evening,  and  bid  you  a  cordial 
welcome  to  this  high  place  of  our  small  State. 
We  do  not  boast  of  our  acreage,  but  what  we  lack 
in  latitude  and  longitude  we  make  up  in  altitude. 
If  any  of  you  doubt  this,  you  will  please  to  climb 
some  of  the  surrounding  mountains.  We  do  not 
boast,  sir,  of  the  multitude  of  our  libraries  or  of 
their  magnitude ;  but,  if  there  are  "  books  in  the 
running  brooks  and  sermons  in  stones,"  you  have 
come  into  the  neighborhood  of  one  of  the  largest 
libraries  in  New  England.  At  any  rate,  you  will 
find  here  pure  air,  magnificent  scenery,  and  warm- 
hearted men  and  women  to  welcome  you. 

Scattered  through  our  State,  there  are  many, 
though  perhaps  not  largely  represented  at  this 
meeting,  who  take  a  very  deep  interest  in  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  public  libraries. 
The  collection  of  books,  especially  the  public  col- 
lection of  books,  is  the  measure,  the  meter,  I  may 
say,  of  the  scholarly  spirit  of  the  community,  and 
determines  its  strength  and  its  character.  It  does 
more  than  this.  A  library  of  books  —  of  good 
books  —  is  a  creator  of  that  hunger  for  knowledge 
which  is  the  foundation  of  individual  and  public 
intelligence,  alike  essential  to  the  maintenance  of 


our  institutions,  to  the  prosperity  of  our  business, 
to  the  happiness  of  our  social  and  our  domestic 
life.  Therefore  libraries  should  supplement  all 
our  schools  of  learning.  Not  many  of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  land  can  enjoy  the  advantages  of  our 
higher,  our  advanced  institutions  of  learning;  but 
all  — children  of  the  rich  and  the  poor  alike  —  may 
avail  themselves  of  the  inexhaustible  treasures  of 
thought  that  have  been  accumulated  in  the  public 
libraries  of  the  country.  Why,  sir,  the  past  pours 
its  history,  its  customs,  its  science,  its  arts,  and 
all  the  rich  products  of  its  thought  down  to  the 
future;  so  that  civilization  is  a  movement,  not, 
as  Landor  says,  in  spirals,  but  in  continuous  prog- 
ress. It  does  more  than  this.  It  engenders 
an  inspiration  for  learning.  We  are  told  that 
Goethe,  by  reading  the  "Vicar  of  Wakefield," 
was  awakened  to  a  sense  of  the  mighty  spirit,  of 
the  vast  intellectual  powers  that  he  possessed; 
and,  thus  awakened,  he  afterwards  breathed  a  new 
vitality  into  the  German  tongue,  and  shed  a  light, 
not  only  upon  his  own  country,  but  upon  all  lands. 
And  so  our  own  countryman.  Prof.  Henry,  to 
whom  we  are  perhaps  more  indebted  than  to  any 
other  living  man  for  the  telegraph,  the  telephone, 
and  all  the  practical  uses  of  electricity,  was  turned 
into  the  main  drift  of  his  life  by  a  little  volume 
that  fell  into  his  hands  when  a  child.  And  so 
other  Goethes  and  other  Henrys  in  other  lands 
and  other  ages,  inspired  by  some  little  volume 
that  may  by  chance  fall  into  their  hands,  will 
kindle  a  flame  that  will  shed  a  light  upon  all 
succeeding  generations  and  all  countries.  We 
are  told  that  in  this  country  the  average  age  at 
which  children  leave  our  schools  is  fifteen,  and 
that    the  average  period  of  schooling  is  thirty 
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iiioiittiH;  liiut  U,  tiircc  years  of  ten  months  each. 
Nr/w  connldcr  how  brief  the  period  which  is  given 
to  the  children  of  the  republic  in  which  to  fit 
ttienmclveN  for  the  grandest  and  most  responsible 
duties  that  ever  rested  upon  the  citizens  of  any 
country,  In  any  period  of  the  world's  history.  If 
we  are  to  maintain  self-government,  if  we  are  to 
succeed  in  the  competitions  oF  business,  then  our 
children  must  secure  intelligence  as  to  the  nature 
of  govrrnmfrnt,  the  nature  of  business,  and  the 
sources  of  social  and  iK)litical  happiness.  With 
only  thirty  months*  schooling,  and  with  the  age  of 
fifteen  At  which  the  children  leave  the  schools, 
we  must  do  something  to  supplement  the  educa- 
tion of  the  people;  and,  in  my  apprehension,  the 
newspapers,  and  the  magazines,  and  the  collec- 
tions of  books  in  the  libraries  in  our  country  are 
the  people's  university,  in  which  the  children  of 
this  country  are  to  be  fitted  for  the  political,  the 
b\islitcss,  and  the  social  duties  which  must  devolve 
upon  them,  in  the  stirring  times  in  which  we  live, 
and  the  more  trying  times  that  are  to  come.  Sir, 
they  cannot  be  educated  as  a  whole,  or  any  large 
fraction  of  them,  in  our  universities  and  colleges. 
They  must  get  that  learning,  which  is  to  fit  them 
for  their  duties,  after  they  have  left  the  school; 
and  where  shall  they  get  it,  if  they  don't  secure  it 
from  the  thought,  from  the  science,  from  the  art, 
which  has  been  hamled  down  by  the  generations 
that  have  gone  lu'fore? 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  most  of  the  libraries  of 
this  country  h.\ve  ci>me  into  existence  in  very  mod- 
ern times,  Hcforc  the  Revolutionary  War  we  had 
but  few  libraries  in  this  country;  very  few  indeed, 
and  for  the  nuv^t  part  they  were  ci"»nnected  with 
our  older  ct^lleges  or  in  the  larger  cities.  During 
and  inimcdiatclv  sul^equcnt  to  the  revolutionary 
jKiiod,  the  jK'ople  were  tiH»  poor  to  ci^Uect  libraries 
for  the  use  of  the  children  of  the  country;  and 
their  numl>er  imreaseil  very  slowly  until  within 
the  last  tiftv  yeais —  iu\  I  nuy  say  thirty  years. 
Since  then  thev  have  iucreaseil  with  great  rapidity ; 
and  this  tv>mv  mind  isevivlence,  notwithstanding  the 
(Kssimistic  views  wc  hear  on  all  sides,  that  the  ad> 
VAUv^  \>f  the  i^ev^ple  and  the  grv^wth  of  civilization 
is  \\M\stant.  There  mav  l^  corruption  in  public 
and  in  piivate  life,  but  there  is  a  growing  intelli* 
Ijeuv-^  amvxng  the  j^ev^le  v'rf  this  country,  as  well  as 
\^f  othet  vvuntiies,  and  in  that  w«  find  hc^pe  fv^r 
the  futuit^:  in  that  I  anchv^r  mv  faith  that  our 
instituti\M)s  wiU  be  maintainexl,  and  that  the 
^^rv^sJX'^i^y  vNt'  om  country  wiU  continue. 

In  mv  own  Sute  —  in  ihb  little  State,  as  :t  is 
SvHiK'tinK*  caV;<\i»  *u  —  we  had  perKaps  fi\>e  libra- 


ries before  the  Revolutionary  War;   hardly  that 
numl^r,  I  think,  but  we  will  call  it  five.    Some  of 
these  were  private  libraries,  or  we  might  say  town 
libraries.    Of  course  the  college  library  is  the  old- 
est, or  one  of  the  oldest.     We  had  a  library  estab- 
lished at  Exeter,  one  at  Rochester,  and  one  or  two 
connected  with  old  schools  that  have  perished.     I 
remember  a  small  country  town   in  which   there 
was  an  academy  in  which  Chief  Justice  Chase  was 
fitted  for  college,  and  in  which  he  laid  the  founda- 
tions for  that  education  that  made  him  the  leading 
statesman  of  this  country.    That  academy  is  dead, 
and  the  library  connected  with  it  is  dead;  but  there 
is  an  odor  hanging  about  the  old  town  still  that 
is  good  for  one  to  realize  when  he   goes    there. 
There  is  another  library,  one  of  the  old  libraries 
that  you  will  allow  me  just  to  speak,  of,  the  one 
established  in  the  last  century  in  the  town  of  Wal- 
pole.    There  was,  I  think,  one  quite  as  early  at 
Peterboro,  but  this  at  Walpole  was  started  by  the 
friend  of   Daniel  Webster,  Jeremiah  Mason,  the 
great  law}'er.     As  a  very  young  man  he  established 
himself  in  that  little  town  ;  and  the  first  thing  he 
did  after  going,  there  was  to  get  together  some 
books,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  the  town  library, 
he  himself  acting  as  librarian.     When  his  reputa- 
tion began  to  widen,  and  his  business  to  increase, 
he  went  to  Portsmouth ;  and  it  was  there  that  he 
came  into  that  series  of  conflicts  with  the  great 
Webster,  which  developed  the  powers  of  both,  and 
led  Mr.  Webster  to  pronounce  him  the  greatest 
lawyer  that  he  had  ever  met.     He  was  a  man  of 
massive   intellect,  as   he  was   of  massive  frame. 
Well,  sir,  1  apprehend  that,  among  the  many  things 
for  which  Jeremiah   Mason  will  be  remembered, 
there  will  be  nothing  more  pleasing,  nothing  that 
will  fix  the  affections  of  mankind  upon  hira  more 
than  the  fact  that,  early  in  life,  as  a  young  man,  he 
established  that  library,  and   undertook  himself 
the  labors  of  librarian.     Why,  sir,  the  librarians 
of  the  countn*. —  what  are  thev  ?    Thev  are  the  min- 
isters  of  a  rex'elation  from  the  past  to  the  future. 
Its  thought,  its  study,  its  inventions,  its  discus- 
sions,—  all  that  it  has  achieved  that  is  grand  and 
permanent,  has  been  revealed  to  the  future  through 
these  b^x^ks.     And  wu,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  arc 
the  ministers  at  the  altar  of  this  revelation.    God 
grant  that  the  number  ot  synagogues  where  you 
serve  may  be  increased.      Our  own  State,  I  be- 
lieve, was  one  of  the  foremost  to  pass  the  right 
kind  v^f  a  law  for  the  estab'.ishmert  and  mainte- 
nance of  libraries^     I  understand  ;he  librarians  of 
the  Sute  now  prorsxse  to  form  a  State  orpinixa- 
tivHi,      I  hvH^  they  may  prvvsj>er  in  ihss^      While 
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technical  duties  of  the  librarian  are  not  in  my  line 
of  work,  my  whole  heart  is  bound  up  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  school  libraries,  not  subservient  to, 
but  a  part  of  the  educational  system  of  the  State, 
wrought  into  the  laws  that  establish  our  system  of 
education,  and  guarded  and  guided  by  those  who 
administer  the  educational  affairs  of  the  State. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  let  me  again  offer  a  hearty 
welcome  to  the  librarians  of  America,  to  this 
blessed  old  State  of  New  fiampshire. 

Pres.  Crunden.  —  1  have  the  honor  to  thank 
you,  in  behalf  of  the  American  Library  Association, 
for  your  cordial  welcome,  and  still  more  for  those 
words  of  commendation  and  encouragement  which 
you  have  uttered.  Your  encomium  of  the  work  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  frees  us  from  the  fear  we 
may  have  had  that  we  were  too  much  given  to 
magnifying  our  office.  We  are  glad,  sir,  to  meet  in 
this  picturesque  spot,  among  these  beautiful  moun- 
tains of  your  Granite  State ;  a  State  whose  impor- 
tance is  not  to  be  measured  by  her  acreage  or  the 
fruitfulness  of  her  soil ;  a  State  that  may  say  with 
pride  that  men,  sturdy,  self-reliant  men  and 
women  who  have  gone  through  all  this  land  to  set 
an  example  of  energy,  industry,  and  enterprise,  are 
the  chief  product  of  her  rugged  soil,  and  her  prin- 
cipal export.  We  have  among  us  some  of  the  sons 
and  daughters  of  New  Hampshire,  who  have  gone 
out  on  this  civilizing  errand,  and  we,  strangers 
here,  esteem  ourselves  fortunate  to  behold  this 
scene,  and  to  join  the  yearly  throng  of  those  who, 
like  Antaeus,  return  to  their  mother  to  renew  their 
strength  for  future  contests.  A  stern  and  rugged 
mother  she  is,  a  mother  with  a  Spartan  disposition ; 
but  her  knowledge  of  her  sons  measures  her  dis- 
cipline, and  her  severities  are  merely  those  of  the 
wise  and  far-seeing  parent,  who  has  more  regard 
to  her  children's  future  welfare  and  success  than 
to  their  present  ease  and  comfort.  Again  I  thank 
you  for  your  cordial  welcome.  Your  words  of 
wisdom  will  be  treasured  in  the  memories  of  those 
who  heard  you,  and  will  be  preserved  in  our  records 
for  the  inspiration  of  those  who  come  after  us. 

Now,  to  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  Ameri- 
can Library  Association,  I  have  something  more 
formal  to  say. 

president's  address. 

Pres.  Crunden  then  read  his  address. 

{Seep,  I.) 

Sec.  Dewey  made  extemporaneously  his 

secretary's  report. 

The  necessity  for  a  secretary's  report  has  been 
almost  entirely  done  away  with  by  our  system  of 


aiuiual  reporters.  The  title  on  the  program, 
*•  Past,  Present,  and  Future  of  the  A.  L.  A.,"  was 
put  there-  without  my  knowledge.  I  will  make 
only  two  or  three  points,  for  it  is  10  P.  M.,  and  I 
think  the  immediate  future  of  the  A.  L.  A.  should 
be  in  bed.  We  have  spent  fifteen  years  in  this 
work.    What  have  we  done? 

The  report  of  a  little  conversation,  of  which  I 
'  heard  a  day  or  two  ago,  may  serve  better  than  to 
discuss  the  point.  A  man  who  does  not  attend 
our  meetings,  though  a  prominent  librarian,  said 
to  another :  "  What  good  is  the  A.  L.  A.  ?  what 
has  it  accomplished?"  And  the  answer  was  so 
good  and  so  true  that  I  give  it  to  you.  He 
said :  "  For  one  thing,  it  has  made  you  a  great 
deal  better  librarian  than  you  otherwise  would 
have  been."  And  it  was  true.  For  you  could 
put  your  finger  on  individual  cases  where  that 
man  had  waked  up,  and  reached  out,  and  done 
work  that  he  would  not  have  thought  of  but  for 
the  A.  L.  A.  My  friend  said :  '*  All  your  work  is 
measured  by  new  standards.  You  don't  dare  do 
work  now  that  you  thought  satisfactory  before.'* 

The  A.  L.  A.  has  already  accomplished  a  great 
deal,  but  I  believe  that  the  time  has  come  when  we 
should  go  earnestly  and  rapidly  forward.  I  would 
like  to  adopt  the  motto  of  the  "  Fabian  Society." 
Some  feel  disappointed  if  they  fail  to  get  every- 
thing wanted  at  an  early  day.  That  society  be- 
lieves it  wiser,  instead  of  pushing  agitation  with- 
out due  consideration,  to  bide  their  time;  and 
their  motto  applies  thoroughly  to  our  purpose : 
"  For  the  right  moment  you  must  wait,  as  Fabius 
did  most  patiently  when  warring  against  Hanni- 
bal, though  many  censured  his  delays.  But  when 
the  time  comes,  you  must  sfriJkg  hard^  as  Fabius 
did,  or  your  waiting  will  be  in  vain  and  fruitless." 
We  have  waited  patiently  these  fifteen  years  for 
many  things  which  ought  to  be  done  by  this 
Association.  Our  iron  is  now  hot.  Let  us  strike 
hard. 

Now  a  word  as  to  the  scope  and  function  of  the 
American  Library  Association.  Its  field  of  work 
is  very  much  like  that  of  the  public  school  society, 
or  other  societies  that  recognize  some  great  good 
which  the  public  is  not  yet  ready  to  take  up.  It 
is  as  when  some  man  believes  a  thing  to  be  for  the 
public  good,  e.  g.  opening  a  new  street,  and  does 
it  at  his  own  expense.  After  a  few  years  the  town 
recognizes  its  value,  and  is  glad  to  take  it  off  his 
hands  and  pay  for  it.  As  a  result  of  the  early 
missionary  work  of  the  public  school  society -and 
similar  agencies,  every  State  now  has  its  system  of 
public  schools  as  much  as  its  system  of  govern* 
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ment.  An  entirely  analogouH  process  of  educa- 
tion Ih  going  on,  till  the  public  library  has  its 
place  as  the  ncceHsary  complement  of  the  public 
school,  and  the  A.  L.  A.  has  this  work  to  do.  But 
we  cannot  afford  to  do  it  always.  Librarians,  as  a 
rla.HM,  are  underpaid.  We  are  poor.  It  is  absurd 
that  this  grrat  work,  of  the  highest  public  impor- 
tance, should  be  maintained  at  the  cost  of  men  on 
notoriously  insutncicnt  salaries.  In  the  language  - 
of  Kmerrion,  wu  should  '*  hitch  our  wagon  to  a 
star."  I  believe  the  public  is  now  educated  to  a 
point  where  the  St.ites  and  the  United  States  are 
ready  to  help  in  this  work,  if  we  aie  wise  and 
do  not  under  lake  too  much.  The  State  Superin- 
tendent of  New  Hampshire,  in  his  address  of  wel- 
come tonight,  voiced  the  feeling  of  the  best  edu- 
cators of  the  country  and  of  the  world.  It  is  not 
a  lo(  al  movement ;  it  is  not  a  matter  of  any  State, 
or  the  United  States  alone,  though  I  am  proud 
to  say  that  in  this  we  lead  the  world.  The  sphere 
of  our  work  is  as  widely  extended  as  civilization. 
\Vc  have  come  to  the  recognition  of  a  new  and 
prodigious  force,  that  must  work  side  by  side 
with  the  schools.  The  wiser  ones  of  those  who 
look  after  the  education  of  the  people,  see  that 
schools  are  only  the  lirst  step  in  education.  They 
arc  now  laboring,  not  only  for  those  who  can  go 
to  higher  schools  .md  colleges,  but  also  for  those 
whi>  must  stay  at  home,  and  for  those  who,  after 
leaving  the  institutions  of  learning,  must  come 
within  our  libr.irv  field  if  they  wish  to  continue 
their  educatii>n  ihiough  life.  I  know  of  no  intelli- 
gent student  of  education  who  does  not  admit  that 
the  position  is  well  taken  that  the  library  is  the 
college  for  the  people,  that  it  reaches  all  classes  of 
pei^ple,  and  that  it  reaches  all  through  life.  Edu- 
cation must  go  fuither  than  to  give  the  little  taste 
of  learning  hero  and  there,  as  is  done  in  the  high 
sch^H^l  anvl  college.  Kvcn  at  the  best,  those  of  us 
who  liH>k  luck  know  how  little  came  from  the 
college  coui"se,  anvi  how  much  from  reading  after- 
wauls.  The  problem  is  to  go  on  ihrv^ugh  life 
with  one*s  ovlucation.  It  this  is  sv\  it  is  high  lime 
the  State  iecv\i;ni.-cvl  it  practically.  The  rresivient 
has  mentioncvl  svM«e  voiv  signiticant  rccfnt  legisla- 
tion in  Now  Yoik.  The  work  is  gv^ing  forward. 
The  question  Ivtoie  us  is.  What  can  we  do.* 

l>«e  v^f  the  things  \  Ivlieve  essential  is  the 
oiganixation  oi  State  assvviaiions.  Of  this  I  shall 
have  moie  to  *ay  on  Thursday,  at  our  N.  Y. 
libraiy  .\s>vviativM\  meeting,  to  which  you  a:^  all 
nuv>:  cv'^rviuliv  in\i;evl.  We  shall  then  cv^nier  as 
to  the  woik  such  as>^viaiivn;s  can  dvv  Lest  Sv>me 
fail  tv>  undei^tauxl  out  mv^tivc,  I  mav  sav  that  we 


hesitated  to  organize  any  new  body.  I  often  think 
I  would  like  to  join  one  more  society ;  that  is,  a 
society  to  prevent  the  formation  of  new  societies. 
I  hesitated  many  years  before  taking  the  steps 
which  led  to  the  N.  Y.  Library  Association. 

We  want  to  see  what  we  can  do  for  New 
York  library  interests  Thursday.  Our  New  Hamp- 
shire friends  will  try  to  do  something  better  for 
public  libraries  than  New  York.  Nineteen  people 
got  together  the  other  day,  and  discussed  the 
same  problem  in  Iowa.  In  every  State,  sooner 
or  later,  a  little  coterie  will  make  such  an  associa- 
tion. If  only  three  earnest  men  form  such  an 
association,  they  might  do  more  good  than  300 
members  who  are  only  half-hearted.  Every  news- 
paper is  open  to  this  work,  as  is  every  educational 
convention.  Every  man  interested  in  public  prog- 
ress is  open  to  it,  and  ready  and  willing  to  hear 
our  theory  of  libraries,  and  he  will  help  if  we  give 
him  a  chance.  These  State  Associations  should 
lead  in  every  State  to  a  law  that  exempts  all 
library  property  from  taxation;  that  gives  a 
proper  distribution  of  public  documents  and  vari- 
ous other  privileges;  that  requires  a  sworn  report 
for  public  printing  to  the  State  librarian,  or  to 
some  other  officer  who  should  correspond  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction ;  that  pro- 
vides some  central  office,  to  do  the  work  which 
the  Regents*  office  in  New  York  and  the  new 
commission  of  Massachusetts  hope  to  do.  The 
new  law  in  New  Hampshire  points  this  way. 
The  best  library  men  in  Massachusetts,  the  home 
of  the  librar)',  say  that  most  libraries  in  their  State 
could  do  double  the  good  they  are  now  doing,  if 
they  could  have  the  best  guidance  and  help  from 
the  State.  How  far  to  go,  we  shall  learn  by  trial. 
There  is  certainly  a  great  field  in  the  mere  giving 
of  information  to  those  starting  new  libraries,  or 
reorganizing  old  ones,  and  in  doubt  what  cata- 
logs to  make,  what  books  to  buy,  what  help  to 
employ.  All  such  would  l>e  only  too  glad  if  they 
could  have  the  assistance  of  a  central  office. 

There  is  also  a  great  work  to  ix  done  by  the  na- 
tional government.  We  have  a  Bureau  of  Educa- 
tion, happily  now  in  charge  of  a  man  in  thorough 
sympathy  with  libraries;  for  Commissioner  Harris, 
when  Superintendent  %>i  Schools  in  St.  Louis,  was 
intimately  connectevi  with  the  library  over  which 
our  honored  Tresivlcnt  presides.  We  have  also 
with  us  tonight  Coiop.el  Weston  FMni.  one  of  our 
old  mem^^rs,  and  now  happily  the  statistician  of 
the  Bureau.  I:  seems  an  aus'.^'iciv^us  time  to  begin 
nativv^a'.  ';V:,i:\  xw^k  a:  Washington.  The  Bu- 
reau of   Eiucation  has  no  rav>r«  im)x>rta:it  work 
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before  it  than  to  make  a  distinct  library  section. 
The  best  thinkers  favor  a  library  section  that  can 
devote  its  entire  fostering  attention  to  the  library 
interests  of  the  United  States.  We  have  over 
5,000  big  and  little  libraries  on  the  list.  Some  of 
our  best  A.  L.  A.  material  and  some  of  the  annual 
reports  and  papers,  giving  the  best  thought  on 
certain  subjects,  should  be  printed  by  the  govern- 
ment, and  made  available  to  all  these  libraries. 
Though  we  do  now  an  admirable  work,  we  can 
and  ought  to  do  a  great  deal  better.  Not  one  li- 
brary in  ten  ever  sees  our  proceedings.  There  are 
not  copies  enough  printed  to  give  every  fifth  li- 
brary one.  If  printed  by  the  Bureau  of  Educa- 
tion, that  difficulty  would  be  overcome  by  its 
edition  of  20,000  or  upward,  which  would  supply 
every  eager  applicant  freely.  What  is  your  judg- 
ment in  regard  to  this?  As  with  the  States,  so 
with  the  national  government  —  we  should  "hitch 
our  wagon  to  a  star."  The  States  and  the  gen- 
eral government  not  only  could  well  afford  to  do  it, 
but  they  cannot  afford  not  to  do  it. 

We  ought  to  double  our  membership  next  year 
and  to  double  it  again  the  year  after.  We  are  not 
strong  enough.  I  shall  move  later  that  there  be 
prepared  for  the  usejof  our  members  a  little  folder, 
similar  to  our  small  program,  perhaps,  containing 
a  list  of  our  annual  meetings,  the  officers  for  the 
year,  and  other  interesting  facts,  with  a  statement 
of  what  the  A.  L.  A.  aims  and  hopes  to  accom- 
plish, and  a  cordial  invitation  to  join  with  us. 
People  who  know  nothing  of  this  association  often, 
on  learning  its  objects,  say  at  once  that  they 
would  like  to  join  it.  The  number  of  our  mem- 
bers who  have  made  a  distinct  effort  to  secure  new 
members  is  very  small.  Very  few  come  in  except 
through  individual  efforts.  My  proposition  is  to 
print  a  little  folder,  containing  the  statements  in- 
dicated, with  instructions  where  to  send  the  fees, — 
all  in  the  compass  of  perhaps  four  pages  about  the 
size  of  a  postal  card, — and  to  give  to  every  member 
as  many  as  he  can  use. 

Where  shall  we  hold  our  next  annual  meeting  ? 
This  question  in  geography  is  a  pretty  serious 
thing.  We  have  pressing  invitations  to  go  next 
year  to  San  Francisco,  which  certainly  offer  great 
attractions.  But  I  think  the  time  is  near  at  hand 
when  we  shall  have  biennially  a  general  national 
meeting,  and  get  all  our  best  men  together  from 
all  parts  of  the  United  States.  The  Association, 
except  at  this  general  meeting,  could  divide,  and 
meet  in  four  or  five  sections  of  the  country ;  the 
North  Atlantic  States  at  some  convenient  place 
for  that  section,  as  would  also  the  Lake  States, 


the  Pacific  Coast,  and,  as  interest  and  libraries 
increased,  the  South  Atlantic  and  the  Gulf 
States.  These  four  or  five  meetings  of  li- 
brarians by  sections  would  thus  reach  a  large 
class  of  small  libraries,  whose  officers  think 
they  cannot  afford  to  travel  long  distances,  yet 
who  would  like  to  come  in  contact  with  other 
librarians,  and  get  new  inspiration  for  their  work. 

I  have  several  propositions  to  bring  up  at  the 
proper  time  at  this  meeting,  for  I  believe  we  ought 
to  make  this  week  a  point  of  distinct  advance ;  that 
the  time  is  thoroly  ripe  for  it ;  that  in  the  different 
States,  the  different  departments  of  education, 
the  national  government,  all  the  way  thru,  it  is  a 
singularly  happy  time,  and  we  shall  make  a  mis- 
take if  we  do  not  move  now.  We  have  waited  1 5 
years,  and  the  "  iron  is  now  hot."  Let  us  at  this 
Fabyan  House  meeting,  in  confidence  and  strength, 
as  did  Fabius,  "  strike  hard." 

Pres.  Crunden.  —  Our  Secretary  began  by  de- 
claring himself  to  be  a  Fabian,  but  he  concluded 
by  showing  that  he  held  simply  to  the  last  part  of 
Fabius'  policy ;  that  is,  striking  hard. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  ST.   LOUIS  PROCEEDINGS. 

On  motion  of  Secretary  Dewey,  it  was  voted 
that  the  following  words  be  inserted  at  the  end  of 
page  277  of  the  printed  report  of  the  St.  Louis 
Conference  :  The  result  of  the  ensuing  ballot  was 
the  election  of  the  five  persons  first  mentioned  on  the 
above  list. 

The  printed  proceedings  as  thus  amended  were 
approved. 

STENOGRAPHER. 

S:  S.  Green.  —  I  now  move  that  in  the  future,  as 
to-day,  a  stenographer  be  employed  to  report  the 
proceedings  of  the  Association.  I  am  led  to  make 
this  motion  because  I  find  it  of  great  advantage  in 
another  organization  of  which  I  am  a  member. 
Within  a  year  or  two.  The  American  Antiquarian 
Association  has  employed  a  stenographer.  As  a 
result,  a  great  many  things  which  are  said  in  our 
meetings,  which  were  formerly  lost,  are  now  re- 
ported in  the  proceedings.  When  a  gentleman 
makes  extended  remarks,  they  are  sent  to  him  for 
revision.  The  committee  of  publication  of  course 
does  not  publish  everything  as  presented  by  the 
stenographer;  but  the  full  report,  thus  obtained, 
makes  the  published  proceedings  much  more  inter- 
esting, and  of  greater  value. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  I  move  that  motion  be  laid  on 
the  table.  That  is  the  most  obvious  thing  to  do. 
We  are  trying  an  experiment  this  year.  We  have 
the  stenographer  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  Al 
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bany,  one  of  die  best  \vc  couKl  obtain.  We  had 
two  at  our  New  York  meeting  in  1877,  but  the 
work  was  not  a  great  success.  It  was  my  inten- 
tion to  organize  a  little  reporting  staff  of  our  own 
members,  who  could  divide  the  duty  and  get  a  good 
report.  There  are  other  aspects  to  the  matter 
with  which  Mr.  Green  will  sympathize;  first,  to 
get  a  good  stenographer  to  report  our  proceed- 
ings, ought  to  cost  us  for  the  amount  of  talking 
we  do  here,  over  ^200  for  the  notes  transcribed ; 
secondly,  this  gives  so  large  a  mass  for  publication 
as  to  largely  increase  our  printing  bills  ;  and,  finally, 
it  is  a  very  hard  thing  indeed  for  a  stenographer 
who  is  not  a  librarian  to  make  a  report  that  will 
come  out  all  right.  As  he  transcribes  his  brief 
outlines  he  sometimes  makes  marvelous  blunders. 
I  am  talking  about  good  stenographers  now. 

Motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  carried. 

Adjourned  at  10.30  p.  M. 

SECOND  SESSION. 

(WEDNESDAY   MORNING,  SEPTEMBER  10.) 

Pres.  Crunden  called  the  meeting  to  order  at 
9.3s  A.  M. 

W:  E.  Foster  read  the 

report  of  the  finance  committee, 

which  was  received  and  placed  on  file. 

The  Finance  Committee  begs  leave  to  report 
that,  in  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  Associa- 
tion passed  at  the  last  meeting  (at  St.  Louis,  May 
9,  1889),  5400  of  the  Association's  funds  was 
placed  on  interest  at  4  per  cent,  in  the  Grand 
Rapids  Savings  Bank,  Aug.  26,  1889,  as  a  special 
"  time  deposit." 

The  advantages  of  such  a  course  are  not  only 
that  funds  derived  largely  from  life  memberships 
are  in  this  way  placed  where  they  will  be  most  pro- 
ductive, but  that  the  taking  of  so  large  a  sum  from 
the  funds  currently  drawn  on  relieves  the  Associa- 
tion from  the  temptation  to  enter  inconsiderately 
upon  large  expenditures. 

William  E.  Foster. 
Charles  C.  Soule. 

W.  S.  BiscoE  read  the 

report  of  the  co-operation  committee. 

The  report  of  the  Cooperation  Committee  this 
present  year  must  be  brief,  and  in  the  nature  of 
inquiry  and  suggestions  rather  than  a  record  of 
accomplished  work.  From  the  discussion  at  the 
last  meeting  it  is  evident  that  its  field  of  work 
and  what  it  is  proper  for  it  to  do,  is  not  well  de- 
fined in  the  minds  of  members  of  the  Association. 


Its  work  in  the  past  has  been  perhaps  most 
largely  in  the  way  of  recommendations  of  best 
methods  and  appliances,  as  a  guide  to  the  small 
libraries  just  beginning  work.  This  phase  of  its 
work  was  most  successfully  accomplished  when 
all  its  members  were  taken  from  one  city  and  its 
vicinity,  and  could  meet  for  frequent  consultation 
and  study  of  details.  It  seems  to  your  committee 
that  this  branch  of  work,  if  continued,  should 
again  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  those  who  could 
thus  consult  and  work  together. 

The  report  on  cooperative  work,  which  had 
been  done  by  others  outside  the  committee,  seems 
to  belong  to  a  yearly  reporter,  or  perhaps  is 
already  largely  covered  by  the  report  on  cata- 
logues, and  should  not  be  done  by  the  present 
committee. 

The  remaining  branch  of  work,  viz.  the  biblio- 
graphical as  distinguished  from  the  library  econ- 
omy, first  spoken,  of,  is  a  wide  field,  and  admits  of 
indefinite  extension.  It  has  seemed  to  some  of 
your  committee  that  this  perhaps  belongs  to  the 
Publishing  Section,  and  should  be  turned  over 
to  them  entirely.  It  seems  desirable  that  there 
should  be  an  expression  of  views  by  the  Associa- 
tion, and  that  the  duties  of  the  committee  should 
be  more  clearly  defined.  Does  the  Publishing 
Section  aim,  as  a  rule,  to  prepare  material  as  well 
as  to  publish  it  ?  or  does  it  expect  matter  to  be 
prepared  and  submitted  to  it  either  by  individuals 
or  cooperative  work,  which  it  will  then  print  and 
distribute  t 

If  this  kind  of  work  is  expected  from  the  Co- 
operation Committee,  it  seems  to  us  that  the  work 
to  be  undertaken  should  be  decided  on  by  the 
whole  Association  rather  than  by  a  small  com- 
mittee. 

We  would  suggest* that  the  members  of  the 
Association  hand  in  to  the  committee  brief  state- 
ments of  such  work  as  they  desire  to  have  done 
by  cooperation ;  that  these  be  read  and  perhaps 
posted  up  for  the  information  of  the  Association ; 
and  that  then  a  written  ballot  be  taken,  each 
member  designating  his  first  choice  of  work,  and 
signing  it,  and  that  the  committee  from  this  vote 
make  its  selection  of  work  for  the  coming  year. 

For  this  bibliographical  work  it  is  not  necessary 
that  the  members  of  the  committee  be  from  one 
place,  as  the  necessary  consultation  can  be  done 
by  correspondence.  If  these  two  features  are  to 
be  preserved  in  one  committee,  we  would  recom- 
mend that  the  committee  be  increased  to  five 
members,  three  of  whom  should  be  so  situated 
that  they  can  easily  come  together  for  consultation. 
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E.  C.  Richardson  read  Miss  C.  M.  Uewins*s 

REPORT  ON  THE  LIBRARY  SCHOOL  AS  IT  IS. 

The  first  impression  of  a  visitor  to  the  Library 
School,  in  its  present  lofty  and  spacious  quarters, 
is  of  unbounded  light  and  air.  Instead  of  the  old, 
ill-ventilated  room  at  Columbia,  the  school  has 
the  southwest  corner  of  the  third  story  of  the  Cap- 
itol, overlooking  the  steep  streets  of  Albany,  the 
Hudson,  and  the  Catskills.  The  windows  admit 
all  the  winter  sunshine,  and  the  room  has  no  dark 
corners.  A  smaller  room  adjoining  is  used  for 
lectures  and  the  Bibliothecal  Museum. 

Is  the  change  of  place  a  loss  or  a  gain  ?  A  loss, 
so  far  as  opportunities  for  visiting  libraries,  print- 
ing and  publishing  houses,  and  binderies  are  con- 
cerned. It  is  easy,  however,  to  devote  a  week,  as 
the  junior  class  has  done  this  year,  to  libraries  in 
other  cities.  During  the  first  ye&r  or  two  of  the 
Library  School's  existence,  there  was  a  constant 
temptation  for  the  pupils  to  listen  to  all  the 
lectures  on  subjects  connected  with  literature  or 
history,  freely  offered  them  by  the  faculty  of 
Columbia.  The  result  was,  in  many  cases,  mental 
indigestion.  It  is  better,  as  students  and  gradu- 
ates have  found,  not  to  attempt  to  listen  to  or 
make  notes  on  lectures  on  subjects  not  in  the 
direct  line  of  library  work  while  taking  the  school 
course,  and  it  is  therefore  a  gain  to  l)e  in  a  city 
like  Albany,  which  is  not  under  the  constant  stim- 
ulus of  metropolitan  life  and  thought. 

The  quality  of  the  classes  entering  the  Library 
School  has  never  been  allowed  to  deteriorate,  and 
even  more  care  is  taken  every  succeeding  year  to 
select  from  the  candidates  who  offer  themselves 
only  the  very  best  of  the  very  best.  College 
graduates  are  preferred  for  the  reasons  stated  in 
Library  noies^  knowledge  of  languages  and  habits 
of  trained  attention  and  methodical  study, 
power  of  comparison,  and  analysis.  Once 
in  a  while,  as  Mr.  Dewey  says,  appli- 
cation is  made  by  a  candidate  not  college- 
bred,  whose  natural  fitness  for  library  work  out- 
weighs years  of  training,  but  such  an  instance  is 
not  common.  Searching  inquiries  are  made  into 
the  scholarship,  fondness  for  books,  executive 
ability,  health,  and  common  sense  of  all  applicants. 
They  must  have  no  serious  physical,  defect,  must 
be  young  enough  not  to  have  outgrown  habits  of 
study,  and,  above  all  things,  must  be  full  of  en- 
thusiasm and  the  modern  library  spirit.  If  their 
references  are  satisfactory,  and  their  own  answers 
to  questions  sent  out  by  the  School  show  their 
fitness  for  library  work,  they  are  summoned  to  an 
examination  in  October. 


It  is  difficult  to  frame  an  examination  pa|)er 
which  is  a  real  test  of  the  answerer's  knowledge 
or  capacity,  but  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  a  candi- 
date who  knows  something  of  the  author  of 
LycidaSt  or  the  Faerie  Queene,  can  locate  Nydia  or 
Puck,  has  a  general  idea  of  the  anti-slavery  ques- 
tion and  its  agitators,  can  name  the  present  Pope 
and  a  dozen  leading  newspapers  of  this  country, 
and  has  kept  up  well  enough  with  current  events 
to  know  at  what  colleges  Greek  plays  have  been 
acted  in  the  last  few  years,  will  be  more  useful  as 
a  librarian  or  assistant  than  another  who  confesses 
to  reading  nothing  but  third-rate  novels  since 
leaving  school.  No  test  of  familiarity  with  lan- 
guages is  given,  except  the  ability  to  translate  a 
Latin,  German,  and  French  title-page  with  a  dic- 
tionary. 

It  is  not  worth  while  for  any  one  to  offer  herself, 
or  himself  (for  there  is  a  small  minority  of  men 
among  the  students)  as  a  candidate  for  examina- 
tion, who  has  not  already  learned  how  to  use 
common  books  of  reference,  or  is  not  as  familiar 
with  English  classics  and  their  authors  as  with 
old  and  dear  friends.  The  work  in  the  Library 
School  is  so  constant  and  exacting,  that  students 
have  no  time  to  spare  in  reading  Scott  or  Shaks- 
peare.  Motley  or  Lamb,  all  of  whom  they  might 
have  known  years  before,  instead  of  the  Duchess 
or  the  author  of  Mr.  Barnes  of  New  York. 

The  junior  class  spends  its  first  term  chiefly  in 
cataloging,  but  has  also  to  vary  the  routine 
introductory  lectures  on  the  qualifications  of  a 
librarian,  decimal  classification,  the  order  depart* 
ment,  the  oversight  of  binding,  some  phases  of 
bibliography,  etc.  In  the  second  month  one  week 
is  devoted  to  the  accession  book,  and  another 
to  shelf  lists  and  book  numbers.  Information  is 
also  given  on  library  agencies  and  the  best 
reference  books. 

Wednesday  throughout  the  year  is  known  as 
"book-day,"  one  of  the  most  profitable  days  in 
the  week.  All  members  of  the  school  are  ex- 
pected to  read  the  Publisher's  Weekly  thoroughly, 
and  decide  what  books  are  best  to  order  from  the 
list.  Besides  this,  they  must  devote  an  hour  a 
day  to  browsing  on  the  library  shelves,  and  keep- 
ing up  with  new  magazines,  while  special  subjects 
for  hunting  down  and  discussion  are  given  out 
for  every  week.  This  supplies  as  nearly  as  possi. 
ble  the  lack  of  the  professorship  of  library  mind- 
reading  which  has  been  suggested,  the  holder  of 
which  can  immediately  decide  that  the  reader 
who  asks  for  Brown* s  History  of  Mexico  means 
Bancrofts  Native  Races  of  the  Pacific  States,  or 
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fhat  //tnif/t  I/ntarHt  oj  /hute-huntiiti^  i»  merely 
ainMher  phrane  for  I/owelUt  IJauard  of  New  lort- 
um$,  Mefnt>ert  of  the  School  are  expected  to  be 
abin  to  f(ive  an  intelligent  account  of  famout 
txiokn  like  /-'^w  Quixoie^  J'rankiniUifi,  or  Pepy^ 
/Jiary,  anrl  to  refer  to  reviews  of  the  important 
works  of  the  year  in  English  or  American  periodi- 
cals. One  or  two  magazines  are  assigned  to  each 
studcntf  itif  tirief  reports  on  their  aim,  editor, 
n\tt%i  valuable  features,  and  make-up,  and  sugges- 
tlmis  of  improvements. 

In  January  Mr.  Hiscoe  begins  his  lectures  in 
geneial  bibliography,  and  Mist  Green  her  lessons 
in  dictionary  cataloging.  The  latter  require  sim- 
ple Nul)|ect  and  author  cards  for  eight  out  of  fifteen 
books  bulletined  every  day.  These  books  arc  on 
all  sut)Jc(:ts,  and  in  English,  French,  German,  and 
Latin. 

The  month  of  February  is  devoted  to  the  deci- 
mal clttssirication. 

In  Murth  and  April  Mr.  Hiscoe  continues  his 
Instruction  in  bibliography,  Mr.  Johnston,  of  the 
State  Library,  gives  lectures  on  periodicals,  and 
viMliing  libiurians  speak  upon  their  specialties. 
Last  A))til,  most  of  the  students,  under  the  guid- 
ance of  Miss  Cutler,  made  the  visits  to  libraries  in 
and  near  Moston  which  she  has  reported  in  the 
i.ikr%try  jokruti/.  In  May  and  June,  lessons  in 
bi))llogruphy,  reference  woik,  and  loan  systems  go 
on,  with  the  lectures  on  library  economy  which 
Mr.  Oewcy  has  given  through  the  year.  After 
the  close  of  the  lessons  in  dictionary  cataloging, 
tho  clans  has  practice  in  cataloging  for  the  State 
Library.  Library  hand  is  recommended  for  prac- 
tice brfoie  rntciing  the  school,  but  this  year  the 
fcfling  Inci rases  that  printing  is  easier  for  all  the 
students  to  learn.  In  June,  examinations  on  all 
subjects  studied  close  the  j-ear. 

Mr.  lUsvH>c  and  Mr,  IVwey  continue  their  lect- 
ures on  classification  and  library  ect>nomy  through 
the  senior  year,  and  during  this  )*ear  also  seminars 
Alt  held  weekly.  For  these,  subjects  of  more  or 
less  dirticulty  are  assigned  to  one  or  two  students 
(ot  each  week.  In  some  cases*  students  have 
wiitten  to  \\\A\\\  v\f  the  larger  libraries  for  facts  to 
suppv^rt  an  aigument.  I  remember  especially  the 
ditleienl  opinions  cv>llected  on  variety  of  work 
veisus  s^HvUbtation  for  assistants  in  Urge  libra- 
ries. The  c\>ur$e  in  advanced  dictionary  cata- 
K>|(ii\^  extends  tbrv^ugh  two  weeks.  During  the 
Usi  year,  memWrs  i>f  the  schvX'Q  haxt^  had  valuable 
IMMictioe  in  the  Hbrsry  of  the  Young  Women's 
Chiistiau  AssvKUtkHi,  both  in  charging  books  and 
&iKii%  out  th«  Actual  netds  and  t*$te«  of  readers. 


Some  of  the  senior  problems  in  bibliography 
show  the  useful  and  practical  character  of  the 
instruction  given. 

"  Prepare  a  list  of  twenty-five  best  books  on  the 
history,  religion,  and  literature  of  India.  Give 
place,  publisher,  cost,  and  source  of  information. 
Record  time  spent  on  problem.  Omit  travel. 
Books  may  be  either  in  this  library  or  not** 

"  Select  I  ICO  worth  of  books  for  a  library  just 
starting  on  the  subject  420  English  philology. 
Give  full  bibliographical  details." 

"  Twenty-five  books  of  travel  from  the  publica- 
tions of  the  last  year,  1S89." 

"  List  of  fifty  books  for  use  of  children,  ten  to 
fifteen  years  old,  in  a  district  school.  .  .  .  Mostly 
history,  biography,  and  fiction,  very  largely  fiction, 
written  in  a  good  style,  with  healthful  tone.  Give 
bibliographical  details.'* 

All  the  students  who  visited  the  Boston  libraries 
were  expected  to  make  a  report  on  whether  the 
stack  or  alcove  system,  gas  or  electricity,  is  used ; 
whether  the  library  is  open  on  Sunday,  the  loca- 
tion of  books  is  fixed  or  movable ;  whether  a  dic- 
tionary or  classed  catalog  is  used;  with  written, 
printed,  or  type-written  cards;  if  scrap  books  are 
kept ;  books  covered ;  arranged  by  subject  or 
author;  whether  classification  is  broad  or  close, 
and  the  special  collections  and  charging  system  of 
each. 

One  of  the  lectures  given  last  year  was  on  the 
health  of  librarians,  and  it  is  perhaps  in  conse- 
quence of  this  that  a  Physical  Culture  Club  has 
been  formed  among  the  students  and  graduates  of 
the  school.  The  members  promise  to  practice 
simple  gymnastics  a  given  time  every  day,  and  to 
take  a  proper  amount  of  out-of-door  exercise. 
The  danger  of  overwork  in  the  school  is  less  now 
than  it  was  in  the  first  year  or  two,  on  account  of 
a  case  or  two  of  breaking-down  among  students 
who  undertook  outside  work  in  addition  to  their 
long  library  hours ;  but  the  tendency  of  pupils  who 
undertake  the  course  is  to  let  their  ambition  and 
enthusiasm  overcome  their  sober  judgment  as  to 
hours  of  labor.  There  is  now  little  of  the  fever- 
ish, unrestful  atmosphere  which  was  criticised  in 
the  first  year  of  the  school,  and  that  little  should 
be  allowed  to  become  less. 

Several  of  last  year's  students  had  had  practical 
experience  in  libraries,  and  therefore  were  quick 
in  understanding  the  needs  of  librarians  and  read- 
ers, and  in  noticing  all  the  details  given  by  lect- 
urers I  should  recommend,  as  a  pre{>aration  for 
the  Library  School  course,  as  much  volunteer 
work  as  possible  in  a  town  or  village  library;  not 
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necessarily  one  where  the  methods  of  the  school, 
or  of  large  libraries  are  used,  but  where  an  assist- 
ant can  come  into  contact  with  books,  and  the  men, 
women,  and  children  who  read  them.  Between 
the  junior  and  senior  years,  a  year's  work  in  as 
many  departments  as  possible  of  a  large  library 
will  be  a  great  help  in  grappling  with  the  school 
problems. 

(Postscript  to  Miss  Hewins^s  report.) 

A  word  should  be  added  to  this  part  of  the 
report  respecting  the  examinations  which  Miss 
Hewins  simply  mentions.  They  are  in  truth  a 
most  characteristic  fact  in  the  development  of  the 
school.  They  are  rigid  and  as  broad  as  the 
course  of  the  school,  and  on  the  basis  of  them 
diplomas  are  now  given.  An  examination  of 
some  of  the  papers  shows  that  Miss  Hewins's 
judgment'  of  the  quality  of  the  students  admitted 
to  the  school  is  not  amiss,  for  the  really  searching 
examinations  are  admirably  passed. 

£.  C.  R. 

Mr.  Richardson  continued  with  his  own  re- 
port on 

THE  LIBRARY  SCHOOL  AS  IT  SHOULD  BE. 

It  is  a  matter  of  personal  as  well  as  of  official 
regret  to  us  all  that  Mr.  R.  C.  Davis,  the  chairman 
of  this  committee,  was  unable  to  visit  the  school 
this  year,  or  to  be  present  at  this  time. 

The  report  of  those  members  who  have  visited 
was  divided  by  agreement,  so  that  the  resumi  of 
what  is  being  done  at  the  school  fell  to  Miss 
Hewins,  and  the  less  gracious  task  of  criticism 
and  suggestion  to  Mr.  Richardson  —  an  uncour- 
teous  division  of  labor  that  criticism  should  fall 
to  the  man  in  a  matter  where  there  is  so  much  to 
praise  and  so  little  to  criticise. 

Acting  under  the  instruction  of  your  resolution, 
the  members  of  your  committee  inquired  early  in 
the  year  how  they  might  be  of  service  to  the 
school,  and  were  invited  to  offer  suggestions. 
This  has  been  done  from  time  to  time,  and  this 
doing  will  be  continued  in  this  report. 

The  report  is  based  on  two  ]>ersonal  visits  to  the 
school,  with  examination  of  examination  papers, 
of  individual  teachers,  and  of  individual  scholars 
—  all  of  whom  passed  creditably,  it  may  be  said. 

The  critical  librarian,  thus,  acting  in  behalf  of 
the  Association,  has  studied 

I.  The  aim  of  the  school. 

II.  The  apparatus  for  carrj'ing  it  out. 

III.  The  present  course  of  instruction. 


I.  AIM. 

The  aim  of  the  school  is  to  teach  library 
economy.  It  makes  little  pretension  to  covering 
the  field  of  library  science.  This  is  to  be  regretted, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  broadening,  already 
carried  to  a  considerable  and  gratifying  extent, 
will  be  extended  to  cover  all  the  branches  in  which 
an  ambitious  librarian  needs  to  be  grounded. 

II.  APPARATUS. 

1.  The  rooms  used  for  the  Library  School  are  two 
in  number,  beautifully  located  in  the  Capitol  at 
Albany,  one  used  for  lectures,  and  the  other  for 
study  and  practice,  the  latter  being  also  the  cata- 
logue room  of  the  State  library,  —  a  condition  of 
things  which  has  advantages  and  disadvantages. 

2.  The  Board  of  Instruction  consists  of  Mr. 
Dewey,  Mr.  Biscoe,  Miss  Cutler,  and  Miss  Wood- 
worth,  with  more  or  less  instruction  from  Mr. 
Johnston  and  Miss  Jones,  and  more  from  various 
outside  lecturers. 

Mr.  Dewey*s  various  duties  have  made  his 
instruction  for  this  year  somewhat  less,  and  per- 
haps more  irregular  than  during  past  years ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  patient,  determined,  intelli- 
gent, and  over-conscientious  labor  of  Miss  Cutler 
has  been  given  almost  wholly  to  the  school,  with 
marked  results  of  practical  improvement.  Mr. 
Biscoe,  whom  all  those  of  us  who  have  had  the 
advantage  of  being  trained  under  him,  know  to  be 
peculiarly  fitted  for  his  work,  and  Miss  Wood- 
worth,  who  has  proved  herself  to  be  almost  equally 
so,  have  given  a  large  amount  of  time  and  atten- 
tion to  the  school,  and  one  can  but  wish  that  their 
whole  energies  might  be  devoted  to  the  work. 

Altogether  there  is  a  compact  faculty  of  well- 
fitted,  ^enthusiastic  teachers,  which  could  be  en- 
larged to  advantage,  but  which  is  equal  to  good 
work  for  the  small  classes  admitted. 

3.  The  Library^  that  most  fundamental  basis 
for  such  a  school,  is  the  N.  Y.  State  library,  not  so 
well  adapted  in  some  respects  as  the  Columbia 
College  Library,  but  larger  and  more  varied  than 
most  State  libraries.  Its  department  of  bibliog- 
raphy, admirable  as  it  is,  is  not  all  that  could  be 
desired  for  such  a  school. 

The  pupils  also  have  charge  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A. 
Library,  which  affords  an  admirable  school  for 
practice. 

4.  The  Museum  is  a  most  important  adjunct  to 
the  system  of  instruction.  A  well-systematized 
museum  of  this  sort  will  almost  entirely  do  away 
with  the  need  for  a  large  class  of  lectures,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  th*  present  collections  may 
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find  a  more  adequate  place  for  exhibition,  and  be 
greatly  enlarged. 

III.  THE  PRESENT  COURSE  OF  INSTRUCTION. 

This  has  been  fully  outlined  by  Miss  He^nns. 
It  shows  a  marked  improvement  over  past 
years  in  system,  and  covers  a  wide  range.  It 
shows  very  clear  evidences  that  those  in  charge 
are  not  only  open  to  suggestions,  but  adopt  what- 
ever seem  good  to  them  with  the  same  ready  facil- 
ity for  assimilation  which  is  characteristic  of  the 
head  of  the  school.  It  is,  in  brief,  a  broader,  more 
compact,  more  systematic  course  than  has  charac- 
terized previous  years.  It  is  a  credit  to  the  zeal, 
the  wisdom,  and  the  patience  of  its  conductors. 
The  hours  devoted  to  mechanical  details  have 
been  reduced  greatly,  and  those  devoted  to  bibli- 
ography increased. 

Nevertheless  the  school  is  not  destined  to  die  in 
its  fifth  year  of  chagrin  that  there  are  no  more 
worlds  of  excellence  to  conquer.  There  are  two 
or  three  small  imperfections,  by  virtue  of  which  it 
still  holds  a  lease  on  life. 

1.  The  ** dangerous  high  pressure"  reported  as 
present  in  former  years,  but  as  absent  last  year, 
was  distinctly  present  again  this  year,  though  in  a 
less  acute  form. 

2.  The  conduct  of  the  school  is  with  decision, 
and  commands  respect ;  but  it  may  be  questioned 
whether,  in  the  evolution  of  the  school,  it  might 
not  gain  somewhat  in  soberness  and  consequent 
force  by  eliminating  all  traces  of  the  go-as-you- 
please,  as  e.  g.y  in  the  matter  of  extra  and  irregular 
lectures. 

3.  Great  progress  has  been  made  in  instruction 
in  bibliography,  but  it  is  still  disproportionately 
subordinate.  The  teaching  of  the  school  is  still 
open  in  some  slight  measure  to  the  criticism  of 
teaching  method  without  science,  praxis  before 
principle.  It  is.  of  little  use  to  teach  how  to  order 
a  book  if  one  does  not  know  what  to  order,  or  to 
collate  a  book  if  one  does  not  know  how  to  find 
what  a  perfect  copy  requires.  Many  will  consider 
it  an  open  question  whether  the  great  amount  of 
time  spent  in  learning  the  library  hand  and  tHe 
printing  hand  is  worth  the  while,  and  some  will 
think  it  hardly  an  open  question  whether  the 
subject  of  "  Fountain  pens  "  really  requires  a  full 
hour  for  its  exposition.  This  is,  however,  a  matter 
of  detail,  and  will  doubtless  be  worked  out  with 
that  same  intelligence  of  adjustment  which  has 
already  accomplished  so  much. 

Enlargement  of  the  course,  too,  is  a  matter  of 
judgment,  and  those  in  charge  have  shown  them- 
selves alive  to  the  possibilities  of  extension.    The 


question  of  introducing  instruction  in  the  languages 
has  been  discussed  and  various  other  lines  con- 
sidered. For  my  own  part  I  still  venture  to  hope 
that  the  time  will  sometime  come  when  at  least 
elementary  instruction  in  the  handling  of  mss. 
will  be  given.  One  of  the  certainties  of  the  im- 
mediate future  is  that  of  the  many  thousands  of 
ancient  mss.  which  can  now  be  acquired  many 
will  come  to  America  as  soon  as  librarians  and 
givers  are  awake  to  the  possibility  and  to  the  great 
value  for  scholars  of  mss.  collections. 

Even  now  the  vast  ingathering  of  mss.  relat- 
ing to  American  history,  with  their  antiquated 
handwriting  and  the  various  puzzling  questions  of 
handling  and  classification,  demand  some  careful 
instruction  in  the  special  problems  of  mss.  col- 
lections. 

There  is,  therefore,  in  the  school  a  rather  defi- 
nite but  somewhat  limited  aim ;  an  apparatus,  ex- 
cellent in  many  respects,  but  with  various  needs 
which  only  more  money  can  meet ;  and  a  course 
of  study  which  is  broadening  surprisingly  from 
year  to  year,  and  gives  promise  of  still  farther 
improvement  in  the  years  to  come. 

If  one  might  suggest  what  seem  the  most 
practical  things  for  the  immediate  betterment  of 
this  admirable  school,  he  would  mention, — 

1.  Such  sober  adjustment  of  work  that  students 
should  not  be  subjected  to  the  dissipation  of 
hurry.  This  would  include  a  probable  reduction 
in  hours  of  recitation,  or  at  least  in  the  number 
of  extra  and  irregular  hours. 

2.  The  laying  out  of  a  systematic  coordinated 
curriculum,  with  a  certain  number  of  hours  pro- 
portioned to  importance  of  the  subject  assigned 
to  each  department. 

3.  The  publication  of  this  early  in  the  year, 
along  with  the  calendar  of  the  year,  and  such 
other  information  regarding  instruction  and  appa- 
ratus as  is  customary  in  such  schools. 

It  is  a  matter  for  real  gratitude  that  the  Board 
of  Regents  for  the  State  of  New  York  has  under- 
taken this  work,  which  has  such  important  possi- 
bilities for  the  future  of  librarianship.  It  is  to  be 
earnestly  hoped  that  the  regents  may  see  their 
way  clear  to  providing  the  necessary  means  for  its 
enlarging  needs  and  for  future  broadening. 

To  Mr.  Dewey,  whose  indefatigable  energy  and 
patience  have  originated  and  sustained  the  school, 
and  whose  enthusiasm  and  power  of  stimulating 
enthusiasm  have  contributed  more  than  any  one 
factor  to  the  success  which  the  school,  under 
somewhat  adverse  conditions,  has  certainly  at- 
tained, is  due  our  thanks  and  renewed  recognition. 
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Sec.  Dewey. —  Regarding  the  remark  in  the  Li- 
brary School  Report  in  reference  to  printing  offices, 
binderies,  etc.,  in  Albany  we  have  two  or  three 
of  the  largest  in  the  State,  and  our  facilities  for  that 
kind  of  work  are  perhaps  as  good  as  in  New  York. 
There  are  advantages  in  the  great  book-stores  in 
New  York  and  Boston,  but  we  take  each  class  for  a 
week  to  both  places.  We  have  in  Albany  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  library,  the  library  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  the 
Cathedral  library  for  the  use  of  the  whole  diocese, 
the  public  library  in  the  high  school  building,  be- 
sides several  society,  school,  and  other  collections. 
So  there  are  numerous  libraries  in  Albany  outside 
the  State  library.  Obviously,  in  building  up  the 
school,  it  will  take  some  time  to  secure  all  the 
books  we  require.  But  the  bibliographic  collec- 
tion is  being  rapidly  increased,  and,  as  many  of 
you  know,  is  already  one  of  the  largest  in  the  coun- 
try. The  course  of  instruction  in  bibliography 
that  has  been  mentioned  has  been  enlarged  sub- 
stantially during  this  vacation,  and  next  year  is  to 
be  still  further  increased.  The  curriculum  was 
laid  out  last  year]as  recommended,  and  it  is  even 
more  strictly  laid  down  this  year.  It  is  to  be 
printed  within  a  few  weeks.  Mr.  Richardson 
speaks  of  the  study  of  mss.,  etc.,  and  also  of 
restraining  enthusiasm.  If  you  think  a  moment, 
you  will  see  that  we  are  trying  to  do  in  a  two 
years'  course,  that  for  which,  if  we  carry  out  all 
these  suggestions,  four  years  would  be  too  short. 
We  have  the  very  best  candidates  the  whole  coun- 
try canlgive  us  —  men  and  women,  often,  who  have 
borrowed  money  to  pay  their  expenses  through 
college,  and  who  feel  that  they  must  get  to  earn- 
ing their  bread  and  butter.  Many  say  If  I  could 
come  for  one  year,  I  could  manage  it ;  but  two  are 
impossible.  Others  can  afford  to  come  only 
for  one  or  two  or  three  months.  It  is  perfectly 
hopeless  to  think  of  getting  enough  candidates  to 
take  the  long  course.  Many  can't  even  come  for  a 
single  week  to  the  meetings  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
Those  i>eople  come  to  us,  and  can  stay  only  the 
minimum  time.  Many  borrow  money,  and  exer- 
cise the  greatest  economies  to  get  through,  and 
are  anxious  to  do  all  they  can  in  the  time.  I  have 
absolutely  to  order  these  people  out  of  the  build- 
ing. I  have  threatened  to  lock  them  in.  They 
come  the  first  thing  in  the  morning,  and  stay  till 
the  last  thing  at  night ;  sometimes  I  shut  off  the 
electric  light.  One  thing  mentioned  in  Miss  Ilew- 
ins*s  paper, —  the  Physical  Culture  Club  —  is  car- 
ried on  successfully.  Miss  Cutler  leads  the 
movement,  and  secures  from  nearly  every  pupil  a 
solemn  pledge  to  take  certain  carefully  selected 


exercises  daily.  We  mean  to  improve  the  health 
of  most  our  pupils  during  their  stay.  You  must 
bear  in  mind  that,  with  people  who  are  borrowing 
money  to  pay  expenses,  and  who  are  trying  to  do, 
in  the  compass  of  a  single  year,  the  work  of  four 
years,  it  is  pretty  hard  to  keep  from  being  under 
high  pressure.  I  confess  I  am  not  clear  what 
ought  to  be  done  in  such  cases.  I  sometimes 
doubt  if  I  am  specially  well  calculated  to  repress 
their  enthusiasm.  And  my  experience  has  been 
that  several  prominent  members  of  the  A.  L.  A., 
who  have  come  to  lecture  to  the  school,  have  been 
equally  unsuccessful.  They  come  and  tell  them 
in  three  or  four  lectures  something  of  our  great 
work  and  its  possibilities.  One  of  our  pupils  said  : 
"  I  felt  as  though  I  must  go  right  out  and  do 
some  great  thing  for  libraries,  when  I  heard  Mr. 
Crunden  speak.'*  If  any  one  faces  this  prob- 
lem, reads  the  letters  we  receive,  comes  to  the 
school  and  sees  the  enormous  amount  of  work 
that  is  to  be  done,  he  will  see  that  it  is  next  to 
impossible  to  keep  out  all  high  pressure. 

For  15  years  I  have  studied  this  general  ques- 
tion of  libraries.  As  you  know,  my  interest  has 
not  been  altogether  with  one  library,  but  with  the 
general  library  interest.  My  cool  judgment  is  that 
the  most  important  thing  we  have  before  us  is  to 
develop  this  Library  School.  We  must  train  peo- 
ple to  take  our  positions.  Every  well-informed  li- 
brarian in  this  room  knows  the  difficulty  of  se- 
curing the  right  kind  of  people,  specially  in  the 
larger  libraries,  that  want  to  do  the  best  work. 
The  men  and  women  we  know  to  be  of  proved 
capacity  and  are  willing  to  trust,  are  needed  where 
they  are,  and  cannot  be  had.  There  is  a  dearth 
of  competent  men  and  women  to  take  these  best 
places.  Appreciating  keenly  that  dearth,  it  is  a 
very  hard  position  for  me  to  occupy, —  to  be  sur- 
rounded by  20  or  30  pupils,  all  filled  with  enthu- 
siasm to  acquire  as  soon  as  possible  the  requisite 
knowledge  and  skill,  and  then  to  be  told  that  I 
must  keep  them  from  feeling  a  deep  interest  in 
their  work !  You  might  as  well  put  in  one  glass 
two  different  seidlitz  powders,  and  then  pour  in 
water,  and  say,  "  Do  be  quiet." 

S:  S.  Green  read  the 

REPORT  OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON    PUBLIC   DOCU- 
MENTS. 

Judging  from  remarks  made  by  Mr.  William 
Beer  at  the  conference  of  this  Association  held  in 
St.  Louis,  it  would  appear  that  he  had  not  heard 
of  the  efforts  made  a  few  years  ago  in  foreign 
countries,  by  Mr.  George  H.  Boehmer  (an  officer 
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of  the  Smithsonian  Institution),  with  the  purpose  of 
securing  for  the  Congressional  Library  the  gov- 
ernment publications  of  those  countries,  and  of  the 
success  of  the  endeavors  of  Mr.  Boehmer  and 
others.  The  late  Mr.  Spencer  F.  Baird  wrote  in 
his  annual  report  as  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  dated  July  i,  1885:  "  By  enactment  of 
Congress  of  March  2,  1867,  the  Institution  was 
appointed  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  in  an 
exchange  of  official  public  documents  with  foreign 
governments.  .  .  The  conditions  of  this  exchange 
having  been  accepted  by  38  governments,  —  of 
which  19  are  European,  — one  box  (the  23d  of  the 
series  since  the  establishment  of  this  exchange)  of 
United  States  publications  was  sent  to  each  of 
these  governments  in  April,  1885." 

The  returns  having,  for  some  years,  fallen  con- 
siderably short  of  expectations,  Mr.  Boehmer  was 
sent  abroad  on  a  mission  to  look  aftef  the  matter. 

He  left  this  country  "  on  the  24th  of  July,  1884, 
and  returned  on  the  20th  of  February,  1885,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  visited  consecutively  nearly  all 
the  European  states,  obtaining  satisfactory  results, 
and  securing  large  and  valuable  additions  for  the 
library,  consisting  mostly  of  parliamentary  papers 
and  compilations  of  the  laws  of  the  various  gov- 
ernments." 

In  reply  to  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Boehmer, 
inquiring  where  the  documents  of  foreign  govern- 
ments are  accessible  in  this  country,  Mr.  G.  Brown 
Goode,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion, replied  under  date  of  September  i,  1890 :  "  I 
have  the  honor  to  say  that  the  only  fairly  complete 
collection  in  this  country  of  the  official  publications 
of  foreign  governments  is  in  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress. Owing  to  the  crowded  condition  of  that 
library,  however,  the  books  themselves  are  prob- 
ably not  now  accessible,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  cataloging  is  carried  pretty  well  to  date." 

Mr.  Spofford,  Librarian  of  the  Congressional 
Library,  writes  under  date  of  August  6,  1890: 
**  All  these  files  (namely,  the  blue  books  of  Great 
Britain)  are  here  (in  the  Congressional  Library), 
back  to  1 81 6,  with  portions  earlier.  Also  laws 
and  documentary  publications  of  nearly  all  Euro- 
pean and  South  American  nations,  catalogued  in 
ms.,  but  no  printed  lists." 

Mr.  James  L.  Whitney,  of  the  Boston  Public 
Library,  wrote  under  date  of  July  3,  1890,  that, 
in  addition  to  documents  from  Great  Britain,  that 
library  gets  "regularly  the  documents  of  the 
Assemblee  Nationalc  and  many  publications  of 
the  French  departments.  The  city  of  Paris 
sends "  the  Boston  Public  Library  **  many  docu- 


ments." Mr.  Whitney  supposes,  however,  that 
the  library  does  not  get  more  than  a  small  pro- 
portion of  what  it  would  like. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Tillinghast,  Acting  Librarian  of  the 
State  Library,  Massachusetts,  writes  under  date 
of  Aug.  20,  1890:  "We  have  a  very  fine  col- 
lection of  the  Laws  of  Foreign  Countries.  The 
extent  of  it  can  be  best  gathered  from  the  annual 
reports  of  the  library  for  the  past  seven  or  eight 
years.  They  are  also  all  catalogued  in  the  lists 
of  additions  contained  in  the  reports." 

In  many  libraries  complete  or  partial  sets  of 
the  public  documents  of  Great  Britain  are,  of 
course,  accessible.* 

From  what  has  been  written  in  this  report,  it  is 
also  apparent  that  in  Washington,  and,  to  a  certain 
extent  elsewhere,  publications  of  the  other  govern- 
ments of  Europe  and  America  can  be  consulted. 

As  appears  from  the  letter  of  Mr.  Spofford, 
quoted  above,  no  printed  lists  of  the  publications 
of  foreign  governments,  excepting  those  of  Great 
Britain,  are  to  be  seen  in  the  Congressional 
Library. 

The  same  is  the  case  in  the  Boston  Public 
Library,  as  I  learn  from  Mr.  Whitney. 

In  both  libraries,  however,  manuscript  catalogues 
of  such  publications  as  belong  to  the  libraries  are 
available. 

Mr.  Goode  writes  from  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion that  it  "  has,  since  the  beginning  of  1888,  kept 
a  list  of  titles  of  foreign  official  publications  sent 
to  the  Library  of  Congress  through  the  Bureau  of 
International  Exchanges;  and  to  this  list,  which  is 
on  file  in  the  Exchange  Bureau,  will  shortly  be 
added  the  titles  of  the  official  and  parliamentary 
publications  of  the  English  government  from  1882 
to  1888,  which  arc  now  on  their  way  to  this 
country.  This  latter  series  is  the  only  complete 
one  received  from  any  foreign  government." 

This  committee  had  intended  to  give  some  ac- 
count of  such  lists  of  the  Public  Documents  of  the 
United  States  as  are  obtainable.  It  has  found, 
however,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  do  so,  as  the 
work  in  this  direction,  begun  in  the  Supplement  of 
the  American  Catalogue,  is  to  be  continued  and 
added  to  in  the  second  Supplement,  which  will 
soon  be  forthcoming. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  joint  resolution  (see  L.  J.  Vol.  14,  p. 


•  Had  inquiries  been  made  by  the  committee  at  other  libra- 
ries than  those  already  mentioned,  it  would  undoubtedly  have 
been  found  that  portions  of  sets  of  the  public  documents  of 
other  countries  than  Great  Britain  are  also  contained  in 
several  of  the  larger  libraries  of  the  country. 
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268),  which  embodies  the  wishes  of  the  members 
of  this  Association  in  regard  to  the  first  steps  to 
be  taken  by  Congress  in  improving  plans  for  the 
distribution  of  public  documents,  was  again  intro- 
duced into  the  United  States  Senate  by  Mr.  Hoar 
of  Massachusetts.  It  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing. 

I^ter,  Mr.  Crunden  of  St.  Louis  sent  a  circular 
letter  to  members  of  the  United  States  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  for  Missouri,  asking 
them  to  try  to  secure  the  legislation  desired  by 
this  Association. 

This  committee  seconded  Mr.  Crunden*s  efforts. 
The  result  was  that  our  resolution  was  again  intro- 
duced into  the  United  States  Senate,  this  time  by 
Mr.  Cokercll,  of  Missouri,  and  again  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing.  There  the  resolution 
still  lies. 

Mr.  John  G.  Ames,  Superintendent  of  Public 
Documents,  Interior  Department,  has  had  a  joint 
resolution,  similar  to  ours,  introduced  into  the 
Senate  this  session.  It  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  Ames  has  also  had  the  following  bill  (51st 
Cong.  1st  sess.  §3341)  introduced  : 

BILL 

To  provide  for  the  appointment  of    an  official 
indexer  of  public  documents. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress  assembled^  That  the  Joint  Committee  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress  on  the  Library  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to 
appoint  an  official  mdexer  of  public  documents, 
and  upon  the  occurrence  of  vacancies  in  the  office 
to  appoint  his  successors,  and  said  indexer  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  a  salary  of  three  thousand 
dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  2.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  indexer 
of  public  documents  to  prepare  an  index  of  all 
publications  of  the  United  States  Government 
issued  subsequently  to  his  appointment,  upon 
such  plan  and  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  approved 
by  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library.  Said 
index  shall  be  prepared  as  soon  as  practicable 
after  the  documents  are  published,  so  as  to  be 
available  without  unnecessary  delay  for  purposes 
of  reference,  and  the  index  for  each  fiscal  year 
shall  be  printed  and  bound  and  ready  for  deliverv 
to  Congress  on  the  first  Monday  of  December  fof- 
lowing. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  index  for  the  second  fiscal 
year  shall  be  combined  with  that  of  the  first,  and 
that  for  the  third  year  with  those  that  have  pre- 
ceded it,  and  so  on,  in  one  general  index,  until  the 
combined  index  forms  a  volume  of  convenient 
size,  the  period  covered  bv  the  same  not  to  exceed 
ten  years,  to  be  succeedea  in  like  manner  by  other 
volumes. 


Sec.  4.  That  the  Public  Printer  shall,  immedi- 
ately upon  its  publication,  deliver  to  the  indexer  of 
public  documents  a  copy  of  each  and  every  docu- 
ment printed  at  the  Government  Printing  Office, 
and  the  head  of  each  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ments, offices,  and  bureaus  of  the  Government 
shall  deliver  to  the  same  office  a  copy  of  each 
and  every  document  issued  or  published  by  such 
department,  office,  or  bureau  not  printed  at  the 
Government  Printing  Office  and  not  confidential 
in  its  character. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  Public  Printer  shall,  upon 
the  requisition  of  the  indexer  of  public  documents, 
supply  such  stationery  and  do  such  printing  and 
binding  as  may  be  required  for  his  office,  to  be 
charged  against  the  appropriation  for  printing  and 
binding  for  Congress. 

Sec.  6.  That  such  sum  as  is  required  for  the 
payment  of  the  salary  of  the  indexer  of  public  doc- 
uments for  the  present  fiscal  year  is  hereby  appro- 
priated out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  and  hereafter  provision  for 
said  salary  shall  be  made  in  the  annual  appropria- 
tion acts  of  Congress,  and  said  salary  shall  be 
paid  through  the  disbursing  officer  of  the  Senate. 

This  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Library.  Mr.  Ames's  resolution  and  bill  lie  in  the 
hands  of  the  conmiittees  to  which  they  were 
referred. 

Appended  to  this  report  is  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Ames,  written  at  the  request  of  the  committee. 
It  contains  an  account  of  his  recent  efforts,  and 
suggestions  for  the  action  of  this  Association. 

This  committee  had  its  functions  enlarged  and 
permission  given  it  to  add  to  its  membership  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Bowker  at  the  conference  in  St. 
Louis. 

It  was  wished  by  the  gentleman  who  made  the 
motion  that  the  committee  should  seek  for  the 
passage  of  other  laws  relating  to  public  documents 
besides  such  as  refer  to  their  distribution.  Neither 
Mr.  Bowker  nor  the  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee have  thought  it  desirable  either  to  seek  for 
the  passage  of  other  laws  or  to  enlarge  the  com- 
mittee, considering  the  fact  that  the  committee 
has  been  unable  to  procure  even  the  legislation, 
which  Is  considered  by  the  Association  of  primary 
importance,  namely,  our  joint  resolution. 

The  committee  would  recommend  that  the 
American  Library  Association,  through  the  com- 
mittee, again  petition  Congress  to  pass  the  joint 
resolution,  and  also  to  appoint  an  official  indexer 
of  public  documents,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  given  in  full  above. 

The  committee  would  also  express  its  readiness, 
in  so  far  as  it  represents  the  views  of  ifs  successors, 
to  cooj)erate  with  any  committee  of  the  Associa- 
tion of  State  Libraries  in  doing  work  which  that 
branch  of  this  Association  desires  to  do  in  matters 
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such  as  have  been  intrusted  to  this  committee  by 
the  general  association. 

In  regard  to  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Ames,  that 
a  committee  of  influential  librarians,  from  different 
portions  of  the  country,  be  appointed  by  this  Asso- 
ciation to  visit  Washington  at  the  beginning  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  to  urge  personally  the 
passage  of  laws  which  we  desire,  this  committee 
wishes  that  it  were  practicable  to  secure  the  ser- 
vices  of  such  a  committee,  but  fears  that  it  is  not 
so. 

It  makes  this  suggestion,  however,  that,  at  no 
distant  day,  the  Association  might  hold  a  confer- 
ence in  Washington,  while  Congress  should  be 
in  session,  and  at  that  time,  through  its  members, 
try  to  exert  influence  by  appearing  before  commit- 
tees of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
and  by  conversation  with  members  of  Congress. 
Still,  it  must  be  added  that  efforts  of  the  kind  con- 
templated, were,  to  a  certain  extent,  made  at  the 
time  of  the  meeting  of  the  Association  in  Wash- 
ington, nine  years  ago. 

Samuel  Swett  Green. 

William  I.  Fletcher. 

Department  of  the  Interior,     ) 
Washington,  Sept.  i,  1890. ) 
My  Dear  Mr.  Green:  — 

I  have,  as  you  see,  returned  from  my  sojourn  in 
Ohio,  and  am  at  my  old  post  again.  .  I  find  that 
it  will  hardly  be  practicable  for  me  to  be  present 
at  the  approaching  Convention  of  the  Librarians' 
Association,  which  I  would  be  exceedingly  glad 
to  attend  for  the  sake  of  meeting  the  librarians, 
and  of  presenting  some  facts  and  of  making  some 
suggestions  regarding  the  matter  of  public  docu- 
ments. As  I  cannot  do  this  in  person,  I  will,  so 
far  as  possible,  do  it  through  you,  as  representing 
the  cause  before  the  Association.  I  regret  to  say 
that  during  the  past  year  very  little  progress  has 
been  made  toward  accomplishing  any  reforms  in 
the  matter  of  publishing  and  distributing  docu- 
ments, or  in  securing  additional  legislation  in 
behalf  of  libraries.  One  thing,  however,  gives 
me  satisfaction,  and  that  is  that  the  Committees 
on  Printing  of  both  Houses  are  at  length,  I  think, 
fully  committed  to  the  establishment  of  a  single 
Bureau  of  Documents,  from  which  all  distribution 
shall  be  made.  If  this  is  accomplished,  it  will  be 
one  large  step  made  in  the  direction  of  simplify- 
ing the  work  and  of  promoting  economy  and 
convenience. 

It  is  the  purpose,  as  I  understand,  of  the  com- 
mittees, having  at  this  session  secured  an  appro- 
priation for  the  site  of  the  new  Public  Printing 


Office,  to  move  at  the  next  session,  or  very  soon 
thereafter,  an  appropriation  for  erecting  not  only 
a  printing  office,  but  a  building  adjoining,  which 
shall  become  the  distributing  centre  of  all  docu- 
ments issued  for  gratuitous  distribution.  So  far, 
so  good. 

I  had  hoped  that  during  the  present  session 
the  committee  could  be  persuaded  to  add  to  the 
list  of  documents  supplied  to  depositories  at 
least  the  following  documents;  viz.  the  Congres- 
sional Record,  Statu tes-at-large,  all  volumes  of 
legal  decisions  issued  by  the  different  depart- 
ments, and  some  few  other  publications.  This 
matter  has  been  very  strongly  urged  upon  the 
Senate  Committee,  not  only  by  myself,  but  by 
many  of  the  Senators ;  but  they  (the  committee) 
have  not  yet  taken  any  action  in  the  premises. 

Another  matter  of  prime  importance  in  this  con- 
nection is  the  Official  Index  of  Public  Documents, 
which  question  I  discussed  at  some  length  in  my 
last  report.  The  suggestions  there  made  have 
met  with  the  warm  approval  of  many  of  our  best 
librarians.  A  bill  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  an  official  indexer  was  early  in  the  session 
offered  in  the  two  Houses  and  referred  to  the 
Committees  on  the  Library.  A  large  number  of 
letters  urging  favorable  action  in  the  matter  has 
been  sent  to  the  Senate  Committee,  of  which  Mr. 
Evarts  is  Chairman,  and  I  myself  have  urged  upon 
both  committees  the  importance  of  some  such 
provision,  not  only  with  reference  to  the  conven- 
ience of  libraries,  but  especially  with  reference  to 
the  convenience  of  members  of  Congress,  who 
have  constantly  to  consult  public  documents.  So 
far,  however,  no  action  has  been  taken  by  either 
committee. 

I  attribute  the  delay  in  regard  to  both  these 
matters  to  the  fact  that  the  committees  are  exceed- 
ingly anxious  not  to  increase  appropriations  at  this 
session ;  and  they  decline,  so  far  as  they  can,  report- 
ing measures  involving  expenditures ;  in  fact,  the 
Chairman  of  the  House  Committee  has  several 
times  told  me  that  it  would  be  impracticable  at 
this  session  to  get  a  bill  through  which  involved, 
the  creation  of  any  new  office  or  the  expenditure 
of  money  for  the  purpose  of  an  index.  At  another 
session  this  might  be  done.  It  is,  of  course,  in  the 
main  a  politician's  view  of  the  matter,  for  every 
one  acknowledges  the  great  importance  of  having 
such  an  index,  and  wonders  why  it  has  not  already 
been  provided  for. 

Referrifig  again  to  the  matter  of  adding  the 
few  documents  indicated  to  the  list  of  publica- 
tions supplied   to  depositories,  I   cannot  myself 
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understand  the  hesitation  on  the  part  of  the  Senate 
Committee  to  report  favorably  the  resolution 
which  is  before  them.  The  Chairman  said  to  me 
that  it  would  involve  in  the  matter  of  the  Record 
alone  an  expenditure  of  forty  or  fifty  thousand 
dollars  annually ;  whereas  I  submitted  a  statement 
to  him,  based  upon  the  actual  cost  of  the  docu- 
ments as  sold  by  the  public  printer,  showing  that 
the  cost  would  be  only  $8,000  per  annum.  When 
we  consider  the  value  to  depositories  of  having  a 
full  set  of  government  publications,  and  the  relief 
that  it  would  afford  members  of  Congress  in  sup- 
plying depositories  from  their  own  quotas,  it  would 
seem  that  the  committees  of  both  Houses  would 
without  further  urging  recommend  that  adequate 
provision  to  this  end  be  made. 

Under  the  circumstances,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest, 
in  the  first  place,  that  the  conference  pass  a  resolu- 
tion requesting  and  urging  these  committees  to 
report  favorably  the  resolution  covering  this  sub- 
ject, a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  enclose,  being  Senate 
Resolution  No.  70,  and  also  the  bill  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  an  official  indexer  of  public  doc- 
uments, a  copy  of  which  is  also  herewith  enclosed, 
being  Senate  Bill  3,341.*  This  bill  in  its  first  section 
will  probably  need  to  be  changed,  in  view  of  the 
objection  that  has  been  suggested,  that  the  Joint 
Committee  on  the  Library  has  not  the  authority  to 
make  appointments.  That  difficulty,  however,  can 
be  very  easily  remedied  if  the  committee  is  willing 
to  provide  for  an  indexer. 

In  the  second  place  I  would  suggest  and  urge 
the  appointment  by  the  conference  of  a  committee 
of  at  least  five  prominent  librarians  representing 
New  England,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
Middle  and  Western  sections  of  the  United  States, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  visit  Washington  early  in 
December,  on  the  convening  of  Congress  at  its 
next  session,  to  urge  upon  the  committees  imme- 
diate action  upon  these  subjects,  and  upon  others 
in  which  the  conference  feels  a  special  interest, 
and  thus  bring  their  own  personal  influence  and 
the  influence  of  friends  to  bear  upon  these  com- 
mittees, and  upon  their  respective  friends  in  the 
two  Houses.  I  believe  that  if  this  were  done  action 
in  the  premises  would  be  secured.  You  understand 
fully  that  a  vast  deal  more  can  be  accomplished  by 
such  a  committee  coming  in  person  and  sitting 
down  with  the'  committees  of  Congress  to  discuss 
fully  the  whole  subject,  than  by  any  amount  of 
correspondence  by  the  librarians  in  their  indi- 
vidual capacity.    I  hope,  therefore,  that  such  a 

*Sc«  p.  97. 


committee  will  be  appointed,  and  that  it  will  act 
vigorously  when  the  time  comes. 

There  are  other  subjects  in  which  I  feel  an  inter- 
est, relating  in  large  measure  to  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  those  who  handle  public  docu- 
ments, but  with  which  I  will  not  at  present  trouble 
you  or  the  conference.  One  other  point,  however, 
I  will  allude  to :  I  am  in  receipt  of  many  requests 
from  libraries  for  the  Congressional  Record,  made 
under  the  impression  that  this  depaitment  is  sup- 
plied with*this  work  for  distribution.  The  fact, 
however,  is  that  not  a  single  copy  is  published  for 
distribution  by  any  executive  department,  said  dis- 
tribution being  limited  exclusively  under  the  pres- 
ent law  to  members  of  Congress ;  so  that  if  our 
public  and  college  libraries  wish  the  work  they 
must  apply  directly  to  their  Senators  and  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress.  The  only  copies  that 
come  to  me  are  those  forwarded  by  libraries  that 
have  them  in  duplicate,  which  in  the  aggregate  is 
a  large  number.  These,  so  far  as  ^available,  are 
used  in  supplying  deficiencies  in  libraries  making 
application  for  the  same,  but  they  go  compara- 
tively a  little  way  in  supplying  the  demand. 

The  work  of  re-distributing  public  documents 
forwarded  to  this  office  by  libraries  having  them 
in  duplicate  is  still  carried  on  just  as  far  as  I  have 
time  to  devote  to  the  work.  It  is  an  entirely  ex- 
tra and  gratuitous  service,  involving,  as  you 
readily  see,  a  large  amount  of  labor,  which  I  have 
been  very  glad  to  render  in  the  interests  of  our 
public  libraries.  I  am  this  week  sending  out  three 
additional  check  lists,  copies  of  which  I  also 
enclose,  which  I  hope  will  reach  many  of  the 
librarians  before  they  leave  for  the  conference. 
About  100,000  volumes  of  duplicates  have  come 
into  my  hands  since  this  work  began. 

I  anticipate  for  you  all  a  very  pleasant  meeting 
at  the  Fabyan  House  —  a  more  delightful  place 
could  not  have  been  selected,  which  will  in  itself 
attract  a  very  large  attendance. 

Regretting  very  much  that  I  cannot  have  the 
pleasure  of  joining  you  there,  and  trusting  that  the 
conference  may  be  altogether  delightful  and  satis- 
factory, and  with  kind  regards  to  my  friends 
among  the  librarians,  I  remain 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

John  G.  Ames, 
Supt,  of  Docs, 

In  this  connection  I  would  say  that  perhaps 
good  results  would  follow  if  the  attention  of  the 
conference  were  again  called  to  the  matter  of 
exchange  of  public  documents  through  this  office. 
I  hope,  inasmuch  as  this  work  has  been  entered 
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upon,  that  all  the  principal  libraries  will  cooperate 
with  me  to  make  it  as  largely  successful  as  pos- 
sible ;  and  to  this  end  will  forward  promptly  all 
duplicates  that  they  may  have  for  re-distribution. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

John  G.  Ames. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  lam  glad  to  hear  that  Mr. 
Ames  is  still  going  on  with  that  work.  I  suppose 
all  of  us  have  accumulated  a  new  lot  of  duplicates 
for  him. 

S:  S.  Green. —  Mr.  Ames  gives  all  the  attention 
to  this  matter  that  his  other  work  will  allow. 

W:  Beer. —  There  is  now  appearing  in  the 
Review  of  reviews  a  list  of  British  public  docu- 
ments as  they  are  issued.  It  contains  some  very 
valuable  notes,  especially  on  the  reports  of  the 
English  inspectors  of  mines  and  factories.  I 
would  call  the  attention  of  those  receiving  the 
reports  of  the  U.  S.  Geological  Survey  to  the 
valuable  notes  on  the  first  page  suitable  for  sub- 
ject and  author  cards.  I  wish  such  slips  could  be 
affixed  to  every  volume  issued  by  Congress. 
They  cost  little  to  complete,  and  can  be  easily 
transferred  to  cards.  Cataloguing  comes  very 
hard  on  the  small  libraries. 

DINING  BY  STATES  AND  CLASSES. 

Sec.  Dewey. — The  Standing  Committee,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  arrange  for  this  meeting,  have  agreed 
on  a  plan  that  we  should  like  to  put  in  operation 
in  regard  to  one  dinner.  People  often  come  here 
to  meet  those  they  are  anxious  to  see,  but  fail  to  do 
so  and  go  away  disappointed.  It  was  thought  it 
would  be  well  to  dine  once  by  States,  all  from  one 
State  to  sit  at  one  table.  States  having  large 
delegations  can  occupy  adjoining  tables.  To-day, 
if  those  who  wish  to  conform  to  this  plan  will 
inform  the  head  waiter  as  they  enter  the  dining- 
room,  he  will  place  them  accordingly.  You  can 
find  from  the  registry  summary  how  many  are  from 
your  State. 

It  might  also  be  arranged  so  that  people  who 
come  here  to  meet  others  working  in  the  same 
lines  need  not  go  away  without  seeing  them  at  all. 
We  proposed  to  have  a  meal  another  day  by 
types  of  libraries ;  to  have  the  college  and  school 
librarians  at  one  table  and  the  State  librarians  at 
another,  and  so  with  the  proprietary  librarians  and 
the  law  and  medical  librarians,  and  also  the 
trustees  and  other  officers  of  libraries.  Each  class 
would  thus  have  an  opportunity  to  take  a  meal 
together;  they  would  meet,  get  acquainted,  and 
exchange  views.  A  third  suggestion  was  to  take 
another  meal  by  positions  occupied ;  there  are  the 


catalogers,  those  who  work  in  reference  depart- 
ments,  those  in  the  accession  departments,  etc., 
and  thus  the  Association  for  an  hour  would  be 
broken  up  into  sections  formed  by  people  in  dis« 
tinct  lines  of  work.  One  of  the  great  objects  of 
our  meeting  is  to  compare  notes  with  the  people 
who  do  the  same  kind  of  work.  Of  course  this  is 
entirely  voluntary.  Any  one  who  objects  to  sit 
with  the  people  from  his  own  State  or  kind  of 
work,  is  quite  at  liberty  to  go  and  sit  by  himself. 

B:  P.  Mann. —  If  this  rule  is  adopted,  I  suggest 
that  the  tables  be  labeled  so  that  we  shall  know 
where  to  go. 

W:  I.  Fletcher. —  I  should  like  to  inquire  if 
this  matter  about  dining  in  this  manner  has  been 
fairly  brought  before  us.  Unless  we  are  subject 
to  dictation  from  our  Standing  Committee,  a  good 
many  of  us  are  disposed  to  kick,  as  they  say  in  our 
towh.  It  seems  to  me,  if  it  b  to  be  carried  out  at 
all,  it  should  be  carried  out  according  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Association. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  The  Secretary  stated  that 
there  is  no  compulsion  or  coercion  about  this.  It 
is  only  suggested  that  we  dine  in  this  way. 

W:  I.  Fletcher. —  My  remark  was  that  the 
carr>'ing  out  of  such  a  plan  at  all  ought  to  be  at 
the  wish  of  the  Association.  I  wish  to  ask  if  this 
question  is  fairly  before  us  for  a  motion.  If  it  is, 
I  move  that  it  lay  on  the  table.  I  don't  care  which 
table.    The  table  of  Texas  will  do  as  well  as  any. 

Voted  that  the  Association  dine  by  States,  as 
suggested. 

W:  Beer  read  his  report  on 

AIDS  AND  GUIDES. 

{Seep,  7j.) 
C:  A.  Cutter,  in  place  of  his  paper  entitled 

SOME  THOUGHTS  ON  CLASSIFICATION, 

which  he  had  not  been  able  to  complete,  pointed 
out  some  things  to  be  avoided  iii  preparing  a 
scheme  for  classing  books,  as  {a)  too  minute 
classification,  where  nature  has  not  made  the  dis- 
tinction between  different  divisions  clear,  which 
occurs  especially  in  abstract  subjects,  where  the 
classifier  would  often  be  in  doubt  under  which  of 
two  subjects  a  book  should  be  put,  and  the  public 
would  be  still  more  in  doubt  under  which  to  look 
for  it;  and  {b)  too  coarse  classification,  where  the 
divisions  are  well  known,  and  therefore  a  thor- 
oughgoing scheme  is  easily  made  and  applied  by 
the  classifier,  and  easily  understood  by  the  public. 
This  occurs  especially  in  concrete  subjects,  partic- 
ularly in  Geography  and  History. 
The  classifier  ought,  in  preparing  his  scheme. 
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to  try  to  arrange  it  so  as  to  have  a  superfluity  of 
room  in  all  historical  and  geographical  sections, 
so  as  to  divide  it  to  the  very  minutest  extent  with- 
out giving  long  class  marks.  Not  merely  should 
he  present  all  books  treating  of  a  continent 
together,  but  all  the  books  on  a  single  country; 
and,  not  only  that,  but  sometimes  all  the  books 
on  a  single  city.  In  my  collection,  for  example, 
the  books  on  London  would  fill  as  large  a  space  as 
that  window,  so  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  pick 
out  even  the  books  on  single  buildings  of  London. 

I  have  two  announcements  to  make. 

Here  is  a  class-list  in  Philosophy,  printed  in 
very  large  tyi>e,  and  provided  with  an  index, 
making  a  pamphlet  of  ten  pages,  which  is  to  hang 
up  in  the  alcove  devoted  to  Philosophy,  and  to 
be  distributed  to  such  of  the  users  of  the  library 
as  desire  it.  This  will  be  the  first  of  a  series  of 
such  pamphlets,  which  ultimately  will  include  the 
whole  classification,  each  subject  (as  Religion, 
Law,  Medicine,  Physical  sciences.  Natural  sci- 
ences, etc.)  to  be  printed  separately,  so  that  it  can 
be  hung  up  in  its  appropriate  alcove,  the  whole 
collected  together  to  be  also  placed  in  every  room, 
in  as  many  copies  as  prove  to  be  needed. 

When  the  Philosophy  has  been  printed  off,  I 
intend  to  alter  the  notation  from  that  used  at  the 
Boston  Athenaeum  to  the  one  which  I  prepared 
for  the  Lexington  Library  (in  which  letters  alone 
are  used  to  mark  subjects  instead  of  a  combina- 
tion of  letters  and  figures),  and  shall  print  another 
edition.  The  classification,  you  will  observe,  is 
very  full,  suitable  for  a  library  having  from  loo,- 
000  to  many  million  volumes,  or  to  a  special 
philosophical  library.  When  this  edition  has 
been  printed}  I  intend  to  cut  out  the  minuter 
subdivisions,  leaving  such  as  may  be  needed  in  a 
50,000  volume  library,  and  print  an  edition ;  and 
then  to  excise  still  more,  to  fit  the  scheme  to  a 
still  smaller  library,  and  print  a  fourth  time.  In 
place  of  the  omitted  sections  I  should  insert  notes, 
showing  what  sort  of  books  were  intended  to  go 
into  the  sections  that  are  left.  On  the  full 
scheme  that  information  is  given  by  the  subdivi- 
sions themselves.  For  instance,  under  the  head- 
ing **  Ethology  (Character),"  the  sub-headings. 
Genius,  Habit,  Psychical  heredity,  Influence  of 
sex.  Temperament,  Eccentricities,  show  at  a  glance 
where  to  put  and  where  to  look  for  certain  special 
books.  When  the  sub-headings  are  out,  that  in- 
formation must  be  supplied  by  a  note,  "  Here  will 
be  put  Genius,  Habit,*'  etc. 

There  is  one  other  matter  which  it  will  be 
appropriate  to  speak  of  now,  because  it  relates  to 


the  gentleman  who  will  read  the  next  paper.  As 
the  funds  of  the  Association  were  not  sufficient 
to  afford  the  publication  in  last  year's  Proceed- 
ings of  Mr.  Linderfelt's  adaptation  of  Dziatzko's 
Rules  for  cataloging,  I  attempted  to  get  the  Pub- 
lishing Section  of  the  A.  L.  A.  to  undertake  the 
work ;  but  it  was  obliged  to  refuse  for  the  same 
reason, — want  of  funds.  Being  unwilling  that  so 
much  good  work  should  be  lost,  I  am  printing 
it  myself.  I  am  sure  that  it  is  not  the  foolish 
affection  of  a  foster-father  that  makes  me 
believe  the  book  to  be  of  the  very  highest  im- 
portance to  all  catalogers.  While  I  naturally 
hope  it  will  not  entirely  supersede  my  own  Rules, 
I  see  that  it  presents  the  subject  under  a  very 
different  aspect  and  in  a  new  order.  A  cataloger 
who  loves  his  profession,  and  wishes  to  broaden 
his  views,  will  profit  greatly  by  comparing  the  two 
treatises.  Then  again,  examples  are  always  inter- 
esting ;  Herr  Dziatzko  was  profuse  in  examples, 
and  Mr.  Linderfelt  has  supplied  still  more.  Besides 
this,  Mr.  Linderfelt  has  added,  in  an  appendix,  a  list 
of  Oriental  titles,  with  their  translations, —  some- 
thing that  is  not  to  be  found,  so  far  as  I  know,  any- 
where else  in  literature.  We  hoped  to  have  the 
book  ready  three  months  ago ;  but  the  preparation 
of  the  appendix,  and  the  necessity  of  cutting  many 
matrices  for  the  accented  letters  required  in  print- 
ing Oriental  words  and  names,  has  delayed  us. 
The  appendix  will  be  found  worth  the  delay.  The 
Library  Bureau  will  be  the  selling  agents,  and  they 
are  ready  to  receive  orders. 
K.  A.  Linderfelt  read  his 

REPORT  ON  CATALOGS  AND  CLASSIFICATION. 

{Seep.  67.) 

On  motion  of  R.  B.  Pools,  voted  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  decide  which  list  of  titles  of 
works  on  catalogs  and  classification  [should  be 
printed,  —  that  of  Mr.  Linderfelt  or  Mr.  Beer,  —  or 
whether  the  two  should  be  combined. 

J.  Edmands. —  I  should  like  to  ask  Mr.  Cutter 
if,  in  printing  the  classification  of  his  library,  he 
cannot  adapt  it  to  libraries  of  different  sizes,  by 
the  use  of  different  kinds  of  type  ? 

C.  A.  Cutter. —  I  use  many  different  sizes  of 
type,  but  for  another  purpose. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  I  suppose  Mr.  Cutter  uses  his 
type  as  we  do,  with  different  sizes  for  different 
grades  of  subjects.  We  have  adopted  the  plan, 
in  some  cases,  of  simply  drawing  a  pen  through 
the  minuter  divisions,  leaving  the  type  legible,  so 
as  to  explain  what  was  covered  by  the  heads  in 
larger  type,  though  not  used  in  the  classification. 
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This  secures  in  a  single  copy  that  the  user,  when 
he  sees  a  generic  head,  will  also  see  the  cancelled 
lines,  and  know  what  is  included  under  the  major 
head.  Each  library  will  use  it  differently.  In  a 
town  full  of  manufactories,  one  would  use  most  of 
the  manufacturing  heads ;  in  a  college  community, 
the  heads  under  philology.  It  would  involve 
printing  forty  different  editions  of  the  classifica- 
tion to  meet  this  ;  whereas,  if  you  print  a  full  edi- 
tion,  by  cancelling  the  small  type  not  needed,  each 
librarian  can  adapt  it  to  his  own  use  very  easily. 

J.  Edmands. —  An  additional  help  is  to  indent 
the  smaller  subdivisions,  so  as  to  make  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  primary  and  subordinate  classes. 

C:  A.  Cutter. —  Mr.  Dewey  was  right  in  saying 
that  I  use  the  variety  of  type  as  he  does,  to  show 
the  grades  in  the  hierarchy  of  classification,  and  I 
cannot  use  it  to  give  the  relative  importance  of 
the  different  classes  in  different  libraries.  My 
reason  for  cutting  out  part  of  the  classes,  and 
printing  a  smaller  edition,  is  that  I  find  if  a  per- 
son, not  an  expert  in  classification,  once  looks  at  a 
system  of  classification  drawn  out  minutely,  he 
looks  at  it  no  more.  You  may  explain  as  much  as 
you  please,  he  will  not  use  the  scheme,  but  will  be 
frightened  away.  So  I  would  rather  go  to  the 
expense  of  printing  another  small  edition,  with  a 
great  deal  left  out,  or  thrown  into  the  form  of 
explanatory  notes. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  Do  you  agree  that,  for  the  use  of  a 
classifier  and  librarian,  the  other  form  is  better? 

C:  A.  Cutter. —  Certainly. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  Then  would  it  not  be  better  to 
print  broadsides  tojhang  in  the  alcoves,  as  they  do 
at  Harvard  ?  As  I  understand,  you  propose  to  hang 
up  a  pamphlet  of,  say  a  dozen  pages  in  the  alcove. 
Tell  us  your  opinion  of  posting  a  short  summary 
on  a  placard. 

C:  A.  Cutter. — I  posted  such  summaries  in  the 
Athenaeum  twenty-one  years  ago.  The  indexed 
pamphlet  is  merely  the  development  of  the  broad- 
side summary.  The  full  apparatus  is  this:  In 
each  room  one  or  more  copies  of  the  complete 
classification;  at  the  beginning  of  each  depart- 
ment, a  pamphlet  of  perhaps  eight  pages,  the  first 
page  having  a  summary  of  the  whole  (this  classifi- 
cation of  Philosophy  is  an  example) ;  next,  placards 
around  the  room,  showing  the  separate  subdivisions. 
For  instance,  at  the  alcove  of  Physical  science,  there 
would  be  one  of  the  pamphlets ;  then  over  each 
section  of  the  shelves,  such  heads  as  Astronomy, 
Chemistry,  Electrics,  etc.,  so  that  a  person,  glancing 
around,  could  at  once  see  where  each  division  is. 
The  fourth  guide  would  be  little  shelf  labels,  just  as 


wide  as  the  shelf,  one  of  them  for  each  sub- 
division. But  as  some  persons  might  not  be 
sure  under  which  of  these  general  heads  they 
would  find  the  subdivision  sought,  we  cannot  dis- 
pense with  a  detailed  classification  and  index. 
W:  E.  Foster  read  his  paper  on 

classification  from  the  reader's  point  of 

VIEW. 

{Seep,  6.) 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Pres.  C  RUN  DEN  mentioned,  to  illustrate  the 
influence  of  the  Association  in  other  matters  than 
those  purely  technical,  the  receipt  of  a  request 
from  England  for  a  copy  of  the  A.  L.  A.  singing 
book,  and  to  show  a  lack  of  attention  to  the 
printed  proceedings,  a  request  for  statistical  m- 
formation  respecting  Sunday  opening  from  one 
who  would  naturally  have  received  Miss  M.  S. 
Cutler's  exhaustive  paper  on  that  subject.  He 
read  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  of  regret 
from  R.  C.  Woodward,  Librarian  of  the  Warder 
Library  of  Springfield,  O. :  — 

For  with  every  librarian,  I  trust,  the  aim  is  to 
magnify  our  office  and  duties,  not  so  much  by 
doing  and  striving  for  some  great  thing  that  may 
add  to  personal  fame,  as  to  do  the  many  little 
things  so  thoroughly  well  that  the  results  attained 
will  be  for  the  highest  good  of  the  community  in 
which  we  dwell.  To  my  mind,  our  work  is  part 
of  God's  work;  for  are  we  not  truly  teachers  and 
aiders  also  in  helping  others  to  secure  noble  and 
true  characters  that  time  cannot  destroy?  In 
this  lies  the  secret  of  our  best  efforts,  which  can- 
not be  remunerated  by  dollars  and  cents.  The 
librarian  or  assistant  who  works  mechanically  for 
the  pay  only,  has  not  experienced  the  highest  joy 
and  reward.  The  true  librarian  often  needs,  not 
so  much  an  increase  of  salary,  as  greater  freedom 
and  enlarged  opportunity  for  usefulness,  that  he 
may  develop  talents  to  the  full  in  the  execution 
of  plans  for  the  good  of  all.  Sending  my  regrets 
but  mildly  and  inadequately  expresses  my  disap- 
pointment in  not  being  present  at  the  Fabyan 
council. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  I  hope  the  members  will  not 
engage  in  any  excursions  that  interfere  with  our 
business.  I  have  been  exceedingly  gratified  at 
the  spirit  shown  so  far.  Attend  as  many  sessions 
as  possible.  We  have  tried  to  arrange  it  so  that 
those  not  interested  in  certain  topics  can  omit 
some,  but  I  hope  most  of  you  will  attend  all,  tak- 
ing as  your  motto,  Bibliothecarius  sum  :  bibliotke" 
cole  nihil  a  me  alienum  puto. 
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On  motion  of  S:  S.  Green  it  was  voted  that 
Justin  Winsor,  LL.  D.,  be  a  delegate  of  this 
Association  to  the  meeting  of  the  L.  A.  U.  K.  at 
Reading. 

The  motion  in  regard  to  the  employment  of  a 

stenographer  having  been  taken  from  the  table, 

the  following  substitute    was   moved  by   S:  S. 

Green  and  adopted :  — 

Votfd,  That  the  Standing  Committee  be  empow- 
ered, not  instructed,  to  employ  a  stenographer  at 
future  meetings  of  the  Association. 

REVISION   OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

S:  S.  Green.— The  matters  brought  forward  by 
the  President  in  his  address,  and  by  the  Secretary 
in  his  report,  contain  many  valuable  recommenda- 
tions, and  ought  of  course  to  be  attended  to.  At 
the  meeting  of  the  Association  held  in  St.  Louis, 
a  committee  was  appointed,  of  which  Mr.  R.  R. 
Bowker  was  chairman,  to  revise  the  present  con- 
stitution and  by-laws,  and  present  them  in  print  to 
every  member  three  months  before  this  meeting. 
That  report  has  not  been  made.  It  seems  to  me  that 
similar  action  ought  to  be  taken  by  this  conven- 
tion. I  therefore  move  that  a  committee  of  five  be 
appointed;  that  this  committee  include  Mr.  Crun- 
den  and  Mr.  Dewey,  and,  as  soon  as  practicable 
after  this  meeting,  present  in  print  to  every  mem- 
ber a  copy  of  the  revised  constitution  and  of  the 
by-laws  that  they  may  think  it  advisable  for  the 
Association  to  adopt.  I  make  this  motion  not  at 
all  with  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  Secretary 
or  the  President  from  getting  the  sentiment  of  the 
meeting  in  regard  to  the  matters  which  they  pro- 
posed, but  rather  to  evoke  discussion  as  to  whether 
it  is  desirable  to  make  those  changes. 

Mr.  Green's  motion  was  carried. 

Pres.  Crunden.  —  That  motion  necessarily  in- 
cludes the  discharge  of  the  former  committee, 
which  has  made  no  report. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  Mr.  President,  as  we  are  both 
named  as  members  of  this  committee,  I  should 
like  to  say  what  I  think  will  voice  the  sentiment 
of  this  Association.  It  was  an  experiment  15 
years  ago  when  we  drafted  this  constitution.  As 
you  remember,  last  year  at  St.  Louis  the  sharpest 
criticism  that  was  made  on  it  was  by  Mr.  Winsor, 
upon  the  section  which  Mr.  Winsor  drew  himself. 
Now  that  was  done  when  the  work  and  functions 
of  libraries  were  not  as  well  defined  as  they  are 
now. 

There  is  another  committee  that  is  really  a  ten- 
der to  this  committee, —  that  is,  the  committee  suc- 
ceedbig  Mr.  Foster's  committee  last  year.  They 
were  instructed  to  gather  resolutions  and  by-laws, 


and  print  them;  and  that  committee  should  cer- 
tainly be  merged  in  this  committee  of  five,  which 
covers  the  same  field.  I  move  that  that  commit- 
tee be  discharged,  and  its  duties  transferred  to 
this  new  committee,  which  shall  cover  consti- 
tution, by-laws,  and  rules.  It  seems  desirable  to 
revise  a  number  of  things  in  our  constitution.  One 
part  of  the  plan  was  to  elect  an  executive  board  of 
five,  who  should  elect  all  the  officers.  I  think  it 
would  be  well  to  elect  our  President,  Vice-Presi- 
dents, and  perhaps  one  or  two  other  ofiicers,  by  a 
direct  vote  of  all  the  members,  and  would  like  to 
draw  out  the  sentiment  of  the  Association  on  this 
question.  Committees  that  could  meet  and  work 
together,  could  be  chosen  by  a  board  after  execu- 
tive discussion,  better  than  we  cam  elect  them  in 
open  meeting. 
The  motion  of  Secretary  Dewey  was  carried. 

COOPERATION   COMMITTEE. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  I  call  up  the  report  of  the  Co- 
operation Committee  again,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
taken  up  section  by  section  to  see  if  any  action  is 
required. 

J.  Edmands. —  I  move  that  the  whole  matter 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constitution  and 
By-laws. 

W:  I.  Fletcher. —  I  suppose  our  constitution 
defines,  of  course  in  somewhat  general  terms,  the 
duties  of  the  Cooperation  Committee.  I  should 
like  to  see  it  so  arranged  that  the  committee  on 
revision  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws  can  have 
the  benefit  of  these  suggestions,  in  so  far  as  they 
may  affect  the  general  statement  to  be  put  into 
the  rules.  Beyond  that,  it  seems  to  me,  the 
ground  is  best  covered  by  referring  it  to  the  dis^ 
cretion  of  the  Cooperation  Committee.  Part  of 
this  plan  suggested  in  the  report  is  an  admirable 
one ;  but  I  think  it  can  be  left  to  the  wisdom  of 
successive  Cooi>eration  Committees  to  devise  means 
by  which  they  can  carry  out  views  suggested  by 
the  members. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  (After  reading  section  6,  article 
4  of  the  constitution.)  The  work  of  this  commit- 
tee has  never  been  closely  defined.  It  has  simply 
drifted  on  the  strength  of  this  simple  statement. 
The  committee  do  nothing  in  a  case  that  is  left  to 
their  discretion  or  wisdom.  They  simply  wait. 
It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  wiser  to  read  this 
report  by  sections,  and  be  sure  how  far  it  meets 
approval,  so  that  the  Committee  on  Constitution  can 
take  these  references  and  notes,  and  go  forward. 
We  should,  while  this  discussion  is  fresh  in  mind, 
have  rules  drawn  up  which  would  express  the 
sentiment  of  the  Association. 
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W.  S.  BiscoE  read  the  first  recommendation  of 
the  committee. 

C:  A.  Nelson. —  I  move  that  this  still  be  con- 
sidered part  of  the  work  of  the  Cooperation 
Committee.    Voted. 

W.  S.  BiscoE  read  the  rest  of  the  report. 

B:  P.  Mann. —  I  move  that  all  matter  relating 
to  bibliography  be  referred  to  the  Publishing 
Section.     Voted. 

C:  A.  Nelson. —  I  move  that  the  committee 
consist  of  three  from  the  same  section  of  the  coun- 
try.   Voted. 

STATE  LIBRARIANS. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  I  would  like  to  say,  on  behalf  of 
the  Association  of  State  Librarians  who  meet  at  2.30 
P.  M.,  that  the  meeting  is  not  for  State  librarians 
alone,  but  we  expect  all  members  interested  in 
developing  State  libraries  to  attend,  and  join  in 
the  discussions.  We  shall  have  up  the  question 
whether  State  libraries  should  lend  their  books  to 
other  libraries;  the  formation  of  clearing-houses 
for  exchange  of  State  documents,  and  a  dozen 
other  questions  of  interest  to  all  librarians.  I 
hope  it  will  not  seem  unfit  if  I  say,  what  many  of 
you  know,  that  many  State  librarians  are  ap- 
pointed to  the  positions  they  hold  as  a  mere 
matter  of  form.  Only  the  other  day  a  friend  told 
me  of  a  certain  librarian  whom  he  never  could 
find  in  his  library,  no  matter  how  often  he  called ; 
but  he  never  failed  to  find  him  outside  in  a 
saloon.  We  don't  expect  a  man  of  that  sort  to 
come  to  a  meeting  of  State  librarians.  We  do 
not  want  him.  He  would  want  to  go  on  excur- 
sions all  the  while,  morning,  afternoon,  and  even- 
ing. We  would  like  to  see  our  way  to  get  better 
support  from  the  State  treasuries,  and  the  way  to 
do  it  is  by  doing  in  the  State  libraries  certain 
useful  things  for  all  libraries  in  each  State.  All 
interested  in  this  phase  of  the  State  library 
should  come  in,  and  see  what  can  be  done.  Your 
right  on  the  floor  will  be  just  as  good  as  if  you 
were  a  State  librarian,  and  every  one  of  us  will  be 
glad  to  hear  what  you  think  can  be  done. 

PUBLIC   DOCUMENTS. 

S:  S.  Green. —  I  move,  in  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Documents,  that  our  joint  resolu- 
tion (printed  in  Library  journal ^  v.  14,  p.  268)  be 
introduced  into  Congress  again.    Voted. 

S:  S.  Green. —  I  move  that  the  Association 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill  offered  by  Mr. 
J.  G.  Ames  for  the  appointment  of  an  official 
indexer  of  public  documents. 

W.  M.  Griswold. —  I  would  like  to  ask  how 


the  proposed  index  would  differ  from  the  publica- 
tion of  Mr.  Hickoz. 

S:  S.  Green.— Mr.  Hickoz's  is  a  list.  This  is 
an  index. 

Weston  Flint.— I  think  it  is  better  for  our 
Association  to  pass  a  resolve  in  regard  to  the 
desirability  of  this  work,  and  let  the  administra- 
tion of  it  be  settled  in  Congress. 

W:  I.  Fletcher. —  I  move  as  a  substitute 
that  the  Association  memorialize  Congress  for  the 
publication  of  official  indexes  to  current  public 
documents.     Voted. 

J.  Edmands. —  Is  it  not  well  to  make  a  sugges- 
tion also  in  regard  to  title-pages  and  contents 
of  books?  It  seems  to  me  that  the  documents 
issued  by  Congress  are  in  this  respect  very  bad. 

S:  S.  Green. —  I  am  afraid  that  would  not  work 
well.  It  is  not  well  to  seek  for  too  many  things  at 
once.  We  know  we  want  this  general  resolution 
of  ours.  As  soon  as  we  have  got  that,  we  want 
a  selection  of  government  publications,  those  of 
the  most  popular  interest,  sent  to  the  smaller  libra- 
ries. I  think  that  thing  would  come  before  even 
this  important  matter  Mr.  Edmands  suggests.  It 
is  hard  enough  to  get  anything  done,  even  when 
we  try  for  one  thing. 

I  wish  to  express,  on  the  part  of  the  committee, 
a  desire  to  act  cordially  in  connection  with  the 
committee  of  the  State  Library  Association ;  also 
to  remind  the  Association  that  ours  is  not  one  of 
the  regular  committees,  and  has  to  be  appointed 
by  the  convention. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  We  all  feel  that  this  question  of 
public  documents  is  one  of  the  most  important 
with  which  this  Association  has  to  deal.  I 
should  be  glad  to  have  light  on  the  subject.  We 
have  been  at  work  on  this  for  1 5  years.  Some 
things  have  been  accomplished,  but  we  have  not 
accomplished  as  much  as  we  ought.  I  don*t  be- 
lieve we  are  going  to  accomplish  much  by  passing 
general  resolutions.  The  right  thing  to  do  would 
be  to  pick  out  the  right  man,  and  send  him  to 
Washington  to  find  members  of  Congress  and  sen- 
ators who  would  follow  this  up.  I  don't  think 
there  is  any  real  opposition  to  a  reform. 

S:  S.  Green. —  There  is  a  decided  opposition. 
The  Committee  on  Printing  of  the  Senate  is  un- 
willing to  spend  any  money.  Mr.  Manderson,  Chair- 
man of  that  committee,  has  been  favorable;  but  in- 
fluential senators  —  especially  Senator  Hawley,  of 
Connecticut —  are  dead  set  against  any  movement 
for  the  expenditure  of  money,  even  for  providing 
these  few  public  documents  which  the  depositories 
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require.  We  meet  his  opposition  every  time  we 
make  an  effort. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  A  great  deal  less  money  is  re- 
quired to  do  what  we  want  done  than  is  now  spent 
on  public  documents.  Does  any  one  bring  up  any 
specific  argument  except  the  expense  ? 

S:  S.  Green. —  No,  that  is  the  argument.  Mr. 
Ames  shows  them  how  little  it  costs.  They  will 
spend  money  for  other  things,  but  not  for  this. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  There  are  many  people  outside 
this  Association  disgusted  with  the  wastefulness  of 
Congress  in  this  matter.  There  is  more  money 
spent  by  the  Federal  government  in  botching  it,  than 
is  necessary  to  do  the  work  well.  We  may  get 
together  and  pass  resolutions,  write  them  out,  and 
send  them  to  Congress.  It  will  do  no  good.  All  of 
you  know  that  petitions  go  on  there  signed  by  50,000 
names,  yet  they  go  into  the  waste-basket  I  be- 
lieve we  have  had  the  Fabian  policy  in  this  long 
enough.  After  what  cropped  out  in  regard  to  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut,  my  suggestion  is  that 
we  should  try  to  send  the  right  men  there ;  follow 
the  matter  up  by  individual  effort  till  we  get  strong 
men  to  push  it  through.  Another  point  of  attack 
is  through  the  State  legislatures.  Those  who  saw 
the  address  drawn  up  by  the  State  Librarians* 
Association,  will  remember  we  laid  great  stress  on 
this  matter,  and  we  had  answers  from  governors 
of  States  and  others  of  powerful  influence,  who 
were  ready  to  cooperate  with  us.  Would  it  not 
be  well  if  we  could  get  each  legislature  to  pass 
strong  resolutions,  asking  the  passage  of  this 
measure,  and  then  have  strong  men  go  to  Congress 
with  the  requests  of  the  legislatures  ?  That  might 
carry  our  point.  Our  old  way  is  like  trying  to 
drive  a  tenpenny  nail  with  a  shingle. 

S:  S.  Green. — This  Association  is  very  much 
indebted  to  Senator  Hoar,  of  Massachusetts,  for 
the  manner  in  which  he  has  worked  in  our  behalf, 
and  particularly  to  get  this  A.  L.  A.  resolution 
through  Congress.  Not  long  ago  he  came  home 
to  Worcester  and  said  to  me,  "Your  resolu- 
tion is  in  Abraham*s  bosom.**  He  said  somebody 
proposed  certain  documents  to  be  sent  to  the 
depositories,  and  he  had  that  matter  referred  to 
the  Conunittee  on  Library,  of  which  he  was  acting 
chairman.  "  I  am  going  to  report  your  resolution 
as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution  which  has  been 
referred  to  us."  He  did  so.  Hawley  and  others 
immediately  arose  and  attacked  the  resolution  and 
killed  it.  Mr.  Ames*8  recommendation  to  the 
committee  is  to  have  leading  librarians  go  to  Wash* 
ington  and  exert  their  influence  by  going  before 
committees  and  talking  with  members.    That  is 


an  admirable  thing  to  do,  but  seems  to  be  imprac- 
ticable. I  would  like  very  much  if  that  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Dewey's  could  be  carried  out,  of  getting 
State  legislatures  to  take  this  matter  up,  and  to 
have  somebody  in  Washington  to  represent  us, 
who  could  be  working  all  the  time.  Knowing  as 
I  do  the  fruitfulness  of  the  suggestions  which  are 
likely  to  come  from  the  State  Association,  I  said 
it  was  with  the  greatest  cordiality  this  committee 
desired,  so  far  as  it  could  bind  its  successors,  to 
act  in  cooperation  with  the  committee  having 
similar  plans  to  accomplish,  connected  with  the 
State  Library  Association. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  In  this  connection  I  will  read 
a  question.  How  far  are  the  printed  catalog  slips 
occasionally  provided  in  government  and  other 
publications  really  useful  ? 

B:  P.  Mann. —  I  should  use  them  if  I  found  them. 

Of  the  15  who  had  noticed  these  slips,  3  found 
them  useful ;  12  did  not. 

Pres.  Crunden.^  I  have  a  letter  asking  how  to 
use  government  documents. 

S:  S.  Green. — There  was  a  question  asked  me 
a  week  or  two  ago  about  a  certain  piece  of  ord- 
nance. I  thought  the  most  natural  thing  in  the 
world  was  to  refer  to  the  report  of  the  department 
of  ordnance.  There  I  found  the  information 
desired. 

Sec  Dewey. —  This  letter  is  a  type  of  many 
written  since  the  Association  was  founded.  I 
move  that  our  committee  on  public  documents  be 
requested  to  submit  to  the  Association  at  its  next 
meeting  a  paper  on  utilization  of  public  docu- 
ments, pointing  out  definitely  how  to  get  the  most 
good  out  of  such  collections.    Voted. 

Adjourned  at  12.45  P*  ^* 

THIRD  SESSION, 

(wednesday,  2.3o  p.  m.) 

Meeting  of  State  Library  Association. 

(The  report  is  given  after  the  report  of  the  College 

Section.) 

FOURTH  SESSION. 

(WEDNESDAY,  7:45  P.  M.) 

Pres.  Crunden  announced  the  following  com- 
mittees :  — 

Resolutions.—^'.  I.  Fletcher,  W:  H.  Brett,  W: 
C.  Lane,  J:  M.  Glenn,  J:  V.  Cheney. 

Social  evening. — Miss  Mary  S.  Cutler,  Miss  T. 
H.  West,  Miss  H.  P.  James,  Miss  Ada  Bunnell, 
Mrs.  M.  W.  Loomis,  with  A:  W.  Whelpley,  C:  C. 
Soule,  C:  R.  Dudley,  and  G.  M.  Jones. 
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Reception, — Miss  M.  S.  Cutler,  ex  officio^  Mrs.  H: 
J.  Carr,  Miss  £.  M.  Coe,Miss  C.  H.Garland,  Miss 
F.  £.  Woodworth,  Miss  L.  S.  Cutler,  Miss  S. 
Johnson  and  C:  C.  Soule,  H.  £.  Davidson,  W:  £: 
Parker,  H:  J.  Carr,  C:  A.  Nelson,  W:  I.  Fletcher, 
and  F.  B.  Gay. 

H:  J.  Carr  read  the 

treasurer's  report. 

Henry  J.  Carr,  Treasurer^  in  account  with  the 
American  Library  Association:  — 

1889.  Dr. 

May  I.  To  balance  on  hand  from  last 
report  (St.  Louis  Confer- 
ence)     I81683 

May  8  to  Dec  31,  1889. 

To  7  temporary  member  fees 

(St  Louis) 1400 

To  annual  membership  fees, 
viz.:  For  years  1887,  1888, 
1889,  I     .    $600 

For  years  1888-89,  21  .8400 
«*      "    1888,  I     .     200 

"      "     1889,        32    .    6400 

15600 

1890. 

Jan.  25.   To  interest  on  deposits  (Grand 

Rapids,  1889) 13  25 

Mar.  20.  To  interest  on  deposits  (Con- 
cord, 6  months,  1889)     •     •  >  ^ 

July  23.    To  interest  on  deposits  (Grand 

Rapids,  6  months,  1890)   .    .  3  52 

Feb.  10.    To   I  life  membership  (Mrs. 

Moses  Wadley) 2500 

Aug.  29.    To  sale  i  copy  proceedings, 

1886 100 

Jan.  2.  to  Sept.  4, 1890. 

To  annual  membership  fees, 

viz. : — 
For  years  1888-89,      i  •  I400 
"    "  1888-89^,      I  .    600 
"    "    1890.         166    33200 

34200 

Total ^'»37340 

1889.  Cr. 

May  II.  By  R:  R.  Bowker,  bill  of 
£IIeard  Floral  Co.,  St. 
Louis,  May  9,  1889,  cut 
flowers  for  Dyer  testimo- 
nial       I5  00 

May  18.  By  W:  £.  Foster,  Providence, 
bill  of  April  30, 1889,  envel- 
opes and  stamps  in  mailing 
constitution  and  member 

lists 388 

By  Snow  &  Famham,  Provi- 
dence, bill  of  April  ^o, 
1889,  printing  500  copies 
of  constitution  and  mem- 
ber list    2800 


May  29.  By  R.  B.  Poole,  bill  of  Nixon- 
*  Jones  Printing  Co.,  St. 
Louis,  May  1 1, 1889,  print- 
ing 100  copies  Cooperation 
Com.  report I?  50 

June  15.  By  Library  Bureau,  Boston, 
bill  of  May  28,  1889,  circu- 
lars and  expenses  prelim- 
inary to  St.  Louis  Confer- 
ence   ...    ^    ...    .  74  22 

Aug.  26.  By  special  deposit  in  Grand 
Rapids  Savings  Bank,  in 
name  of  A.  L.  A.    .    .    .         400  00 

Oct.  10.  By  Library  Bureau,  2  bills, 
viz. : — 

July  10, 1889,  for  I  attendance 

register 300 

July  30,  1889,  for  I  seal  press  5  00 

Nov.  19.  By  Library  Bureau,  bill  of 
Oct.  22,1 889,  for  350  copies 
Proceedings  St.  Louis 
Conference  (160  pp.)  .  .  46933 
Also  for  envelopes,  directing 
and  delivery  of  229  copies 

distributed 1868 

($445  paid  on  account,  Nov. 
19,     1889,    and     balance 
I43  01  paid  Feb.  7,  1890) 
1890. 

Feb.  24.  By  Publishers'  Weekly,  bill  of 
Nov.  I,  1889,  paper  for 
Proceedings,  St.  Louis 
Conference 20  54 

Apr.  18.  By  Library  Bureau,  bill  of 
March  19,  1890,  1,100  let- 
ter heads  tor  various 
officers  of  A.  L.  A.  .    .    .  9  00 

May  18,  1889,  to  Feb.  11,  1890. 

By  current  expenses  of  Treas- 
urer's office,  for  postage, 
express,  and  printing,  as 
per  detailea  account 
voucher 15  45 

Aggregate  payments    .    .    .  11,059  60 
Sept.  4.     Balance     on     hand    to   be 
accounted  for,  on  deposit 
at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.    .        313  80 

Total ^'»373  40 

B. 

The  membership  status,  at  the  6th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1890,  is  as  follows :  — 

Life  members 25 

Regular  members  paid  to  1890,  inclusive    .    .     167 

192 
Also  owing  for  1890  only, 51 

«*        "        "     1889  and  1890,  ....      9 

"        "        "     1888,1889,1890,    ...    38 

Total •    ...    290 
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Proceedings  remaining  in  hands  of  Treasurer :  — 

12  copies  Milwaukee  Conf.,  1886. 

42      '*      Thousand  Islands  Conf.,  1887. 

4      '*      Catskill  Meeting,  1888. 
90     "      St.  Louis  Conf.,  1889. 

The  special  deposit  of  I400  has  been  made  by 
the  Treasurer,  with  advice  of  and  under  direction 
of  the  Finance  Committee,  with  a  view  to  carrying 
out  the  vote  of  the  Association  at  the  St.  Louis 
conference,  looking  towards  an  accumulation  of 
an  interest-bearing  fund  to  offset  the  paid-up  life 
memberships  which  do  not  afford  annual  contri- 
but  ions. 

The  deposit  is  at  the  Grand  Rapids  (Mich.) 
Savings  Bank,  at  4  per  cent  interest,  compounded 
and  added  to  the  deposit  each  six  months. 

By  the  terms  of  the  deposit  (which  stands  in  the 
name  of  the  A.  L.  A.)  it  may  be  added  to  at  will, 
but  is  not  subject  to  current  draft,  nor  to  with- 
drawal, except  upon  vote  of  the  Association  at 
a  regular  meeting,  duly  certified  under  its  seal 
by  signatures  of  the  President,  Secretary,  and 
Treasurer. 

In  conclusion  the  Treasurer  urges  that  in  any 
contemplated  revision  of  the  constitution  of  the 
Association,  careful  attention  be  given  to  the 
question  of  both  increasing  the  current  revenues 
and  of  reducing  the  expenditures  upon  the  Pro- 
ceedings.  While  the  latter  publications  are  es- 
sential and  of  value  to  the  library  world  (especially 
so  to  such  members  as  cannot  attend  the  con- 
ferences), they  do  absorb  so  great  a  proportion  of 
the  present  income  from  membership  fees  as  to 
really  prevent  the  Association  from  obtaining  that 
strength  in  a  financial  way  which  is  really  essential 
to  a  due  growth  of  its  effectiveness  as  a  working 
institution. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H:  J.  Carr, 

Treasurer, 

Report  referred  to  Finance  Committee. 

H:  M.  Utley  read  his  report  on 

LIBRARY  ARCHITECTURE. 
{Seep,  12  and  p.  //j.) 
W:  I.  Fletcher  read  his  paper  on 

PROPER  lighting  OF  LIBRARY  ROOMS. 

(Seep,  9.) 

NEWBERRY    LIBRARY. 

W:  F.  PooLE. —  Within  the  past  week  the 
trustees,  in  conference  with  the  librarian  and  archi- 
tect, have  decided  upon  plans  which  I  will  briefly 
explsdn.    If  any  one,  at  this  time,  when  the  old  is 


going  out  and  the  new  is  coming  in,  mainly  in 
consequence  of  what  has  been  done  in  thb  As- 
sociation, supposes  that  it  is  a  simple  problem  to 
make  the  plans  of  a  large  library  building,  he  is 
mistaken.  There  is  no  model  structure  which  we 
could  reproduce.  Besides  the  inherent  difficulties 
of  the  undertaking,  it  is  not  easy,  when  we  step  out 
of  the  beaten  track,  for  a  number  of  thoughtful  per- 
sons to  concur  in  adopting  a  design  based  on  new 
principles,  although  each  desires  to  avoid  the 
acknowledged  faults  of  construction  in  what  is 
known  as  the  conventional  library  building,  of 
which  the  plans  of  the  Astor  Library  of  New 
York,  the  Baltimore  Peabody  Institute,  the  Con- 
gressional Library,  and  the  Boston  and  Cincinnati 
Public  Libraries  are  types.  We  have  sought  to 
avoid  (i)  the  great  loss  of  space  in  the  middle  of 
the  building;  (2)  the  difficulty  of  heating  uni- 
formly the  large  rooms,  50  or  60  feet  high, 
which,  when  the  temperature  is  agreeable  on  the 
floor,  is  so  hot  in  the  galleries  as  to  destroy  the 
bindings  of  books,  and  injure  the  health  of  attend- 
ants. It  is  a  fact  not  generally  known,  that,  in  a 
room  artifically  heated,  the  temperature  rises  one 
degree  with  every  foot  of  elevation.  We  wished 
(3)  ^o  get  rid  of  tramping  up  four,  five,  or  six 
stories  of  galleries  for  books  —  the  most  unprofit- 
able and  injurious  physical  exercise  a  person  can 
engage  in.  We  wanted  (4)  a  plan  by  which  the 
building  could  be  enlarged  in  harmony  with  the 
general  design  and  without  disturbing  what  had 
already  been  built.  The  common  gothic  structure 
can  be  enlarged  skyward  by  taking  off  the  roof,  and 
laterally  by  taking  down  one  side  and  spoiling  the 
the  original  plan.  We  sought  (5)  to  provide 
every  possible  protection  from  fire  which  may 
start  inside  of  the  building. 

If  fire  begins  in  the  conventional  structure,  it 
has  a  free  range  through  the  whole  building ;  and 
the  books  which  the  fire  does  not  destroy,  water 
and  smoke  will.  We  have,  therefore,  arranged 
our  building  in  compartments  of  moderate  size, 
each  of  which  is  fire-proof,  and  is  separated  from 
every  other  by  a  fire  wall,  so  that  fire  could  not 
spread  from  the  room  in  which  it  began.  We 
wanted  (6)  to  secure  to  readers  the  best  facilities 
for  readily  procuring  the  books  they  need,  and  the 
opportunity  to  read  them  quietly  and  undisturbed 
by  noise  and  visitors.  The  reading-rooms  with 
which  scholars  are  familiar  do  not  furnish  these 
advantage^  We  wished  (7)  to  escape  the  un- 
necessary expense  of  erecting  the  usual  gothic 
building  with  its  columns,  heavy  girden,  and 
lantern  of  iron  and  glass.    If  it  be  finished   in 
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wood,  it  is  a  tinder  box;  if  in  iron,  it  is  very 
costly.  These  matters  have  been  discussed  in 
this  Association  for  the  past  ten  years ;  and  there 
has  been  a  general  consensus  of  opinion  that 
these  objections  to  the  usual  style  exist  and  ought 
to  be  remedied. 

One  of  the  methods  devised  for  obviating  these 
objections  is  the  stack  system,  first  constructed  in 
the  annex  to  the  Harvard  University  Library. 
When  I  first  saw  that  stack  I  was  impressed  with 
its  resemblance  to  the  interior  of  a  model  prison. 
I  saw  my  favorite  authors  "in  quod,"  and  felt 
that  they  deserved  better  treatment.  This  ar- 
rangement does  not  contribute  to  aesthetic  de- 
mands, nor  meet  the  difficulties  which  have  been 
mentioned.  The  heat  problem  is  unsolved  if  the 
room  be  heated  in  winter ;  and  I  am  told  that  in 
summer  the  heat  is  terrific  in  the  upper  galleries. 
Then  there  is  the  old-fashion  tread-mill  exercise 
of  climbing  these  four  and  five  stories  of  galleries. 


Perhaps  the  greatest  objection  is  the  impossibility 
of  lighting  the  narrow  passage-ways  in  a  stack 
uniformly.  Mr.  Fletcher,  who  has  a  stack  in  his 
(the  Amherst  College)  library,  has  just  com- 
mented on  this  fact  from  his  own  experience. 
The  ends  of  the  passage-ways  are  easily  lighted ; 
but  the  light  diminishes  as  one  enters,  and  in  the 
middle  of  the  stack  it  is  so  dark  that  the  titles  of 
books  can  with  difficulty  be  read.  He  says  the  light 
which  gets  in  strikes  the  shelves  vertically,  and  is  not 
effective.  I  am  told  by  employes  in  the  Harvard 
library  that  in  afternoons  and  in  cloudy  weather, 
the  titles  of  books  in  the  two  lower  tiers  of  that 
stack  cannot  be  read.  Students  in  their  investiga- 
tions often  need  access  to  books  upon  the  shelves 
and  sufficient  light  to  read  them.  The  narrow, 
ilMighted  passage-ways  of  a  stack  are  unfavorable 
conditions  for  such  consultation. 

Our  method  has  been  very  different.    We  have 
adopted  a  compartment  system.    The  books  are 
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A — Auditorium  seating  450  persons.    Over  A,  B,  F,  G,  and  P  are  book  rooms;  over  D,  C,  and  £,  one  reading  room. 
B — Reception  rooms  and  oibliographical  exhibit. 
C  —  Porter  and  doak  room. 
D  — Hall. 

E — Business  offices  of  the  Newberry  Estate. 
F~  Trustees  of  library. 
G — Books  on  Bibliographjr. 

H,  I,  and  J  —  Library  administration,  librarian's  room,  cataloguing,  etc. 
M  —  Reaiding-room  in  second  story,  over  C,  E,  and  D. 
K,  L,  O,  and  P  —  Book-rooms  in  second  story,  over  A,  B,  F,  G,  and  P. 

The  thirl,  fourth,  and  fifth  stories  will  contain  similar  rooms,  and  also  study  rooms.    The  capacity  of  the  structure 
when  full  will  be  1,000,000  volumes;  convenient  working  capacity,  600,000  volumes. 
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classified  by  their  subjects  into  departments,  and 
each  of  the  departments  has  a  separate  room 
assigned  to  it,  where  the  books  are  read,  as  well  as 
shelved.  Each  of  these  rooms  is  fitted  up  with  all 
the  conveniences  for  study,  and  will  have  an 
attendant  in  charge  who  is  familiar  with  the  sub- 
ject and  the  books  in  the  department.  The  fine 
arts  will  constitute  one  of  these  departments,  and 
its  shelving,  fittings,  and  general  arrangement  will 
be  different  from  those  of  the  departments  of  his- 
tory or  religion.  An  art  student  wishes  to  consult 
a  volume  of  Piranesi  containing  views  of  ancient 
Rome.  He  goes  to  the  fine  art  room,  asks  for  the 
volume,  and  it  is  laid  on  the  table  before  him 
immediately,  without  the  delay  of  looking  up  its 
press-mark,  and  waiting  for  a  runner  to  bring  it  on 
a  truck  from  some  remote  part  of  the  library.  If 
the  volume  has  not  the  point  he  is  in  search  of,  he 
can  readily  exchange  it  for  another.  If  he  does 
not  know  the  book  he  needs,  the  attendant  will 
assist  him.  When  used  the  volume  is  carefully 
restored  to  its  place.  Fine  books  in  fine  bindings 
are  more  injured  by  runners  in  transporting  them 
to  and  from  a  general  reading-room,  than  by  their 
legitimate  use. 

This  system  is  not  adapted  to  a  circulating 
library,  nor  to  a  reference  library  where  the  num- 
ber of  volumes  is  not  large ;  but  in  a  library  which 
b  likely  to  have  half  a  million  volumes  in  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  years,  and  to  go  on  increasing,  at 
that  or  even  a  more  rapid  rate,  the  segregation 
of  books  into  departments,  and  giving  each  classi- 
fication a  separate  room,  seems  to  us  a  convenient 
method  of  treating  this  vast  accumulation  of 
material.  At  first,  when  the  number  of  books  is 
not  large,  the  departments  will  be  few,  and  allied 
subjects  will  be  shelved  in  the  same  room.  Later, 
as  the  collection  increases,  these  will  be  separated 
and  assigned  to  new  rooms.  When  the  depart- 
ment of  history  is  becoming  full,  it  will  be  divided, 
and  American  history  made  a  new  department, 
and  later,  English  history  another. 

It  will  be  seen  on  this  outline  sketch  that  the  lot, 
318x212  feet,  containing  67,400  square  feet,  occu- 
pies a  whole  city  block,  and  is  bounded  by  Walton 
place,  Dearborn  avenue.  Oak  and  Clark  streets. 
The  block,  not  shown  in  the  sketch,  south  of  Wal- 
ton place  (a  street  60  feet  wide),  is  Washington 
Square,  a  public  park,  with  trees,  walks,  and  lawns, 
but  no  buildings.  On  Clark  street  is  a  cable  line 
of  street  railway,  which  gives  easy  access  to  the 
business  center  of  the  city.  The  building  will 
cover  the  whole  south  front,  and  there  is  space  for 
extension  on  the  east,  north,  and  west  fronts,  leav- 


ing a  court  for  light  in  the  centre,  as  indicated  by 
the  dotted  lines.  The  height  of  the  first  story 
will  be  16  feet,  the  second  15,  and  the  upper 
stories  14. 

A  peculiar  feature  in  the  plan  is  the  outside  cor- 
ridor (Q),  7  feet  wide,  by  which  access  is  had 
to  all  the  rooms  above  the  first  story.  The  wall 
on  the  inside  of  the  corridor  will  have  windows 
which  will  admit  as  much  light  as  is  possible 
through  the  corridor  into  the  rooms.  This  fact  is 
not  made  clear  in  the  drawings  above,  as  the  win- 
dows in  the  inner  wall  are  not  as  well  indicated  as 
they  might  be.  Every  room  will  therefore  be 
lighted  on  two  sides.  The  elevators  and  stairway 
are  put  outside  the  building  and  the  corridor. 
Glass  will  be  used  in  their  construction,  so  as  to 
interrupt  as  little  light  as  possible. 

There  will  be  a  general  reading-room  (M),  61  x  56 
feet,  in  the  second  story,  where  the  encyclopaedias, 
dictionaries,  and  bound  sets  of  literary  periodicals 
will  be  kept,  and  where  persons  who  prefer  to 
have  books  brought  to  them  can  read.  The 
advantages  of  reading  in  the  rooms  where  special 
subjects  are  kept  are  so  great,  it  is  probable  that 
not  many  persons  will  use  that  room  for  study. 
It  is  the  experience  in  all  libraries,  where  the 
books  and  readers  are  constantly  increasing,  that 
the  general  reading-room  in  a  few  years  becomes 
too  small  to  meet  the  demands  upon  it.  This  con- 
dition of  affairs  has  already  been  reached  in  the 
great  reading-room  of  the  British  Museum.  Read- 
ers who  come  simply  for  amusement  or  recreation 
are  not  admitted;  and  persons  must  show  that 
that  they  have  some  scholarly  or  important  subject 
of  study  before  reading-desks  are  assigned  to 
him.  In  the  system  here  exhibited,  it  is  not 
likely  that  the  reading-room  will  be  crowded.  As 
the  readers  increase,  the  number  of  book-rooms 
will  increase,  and  they  will  take  up  what  in  the 
British  Museum  is  the  overflow  of  readers.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  shall  be  found  too  small,  other 
rooms  can  be  taken  for  the  same  purpose.  It  is 
this  flexibility  of  adaptation  to  different  conditions 
which  constitutes  an  important  feature  in  this  plan 
of  construction.  The  increase  in  the  number  of 
rooms  is  limited  only  by  the  size  of  the  lot ;  and 
when  in  the  remote  future  the  entire  structure 
covers  the  whole  block,  it  wJU  have  a  capacity  of 
about  4,000,000  volumes. 

The  arrangement  of  one  of  the  department 
rooms,  say  that  of  political  economy  and  sodal 
science,  is  shown  in  the  drawing  on  next  page. 

The  room  is  30  x  50  feet.  The  reader  entering 
from  the  corridor  finds  a  space  for  study  12x30 


no 


FABVAN  HOUSE    CONFERENCE. 


feet,  SDpplied  witb  reading-tables.  The  books  are 
■helved  behind  a  railing  in  cases  8  feet  high, 
so  that  a  person  of  ordinary  stature  may  reach 
any  book  without  step  or  ladder.  The  wall  cases 
are  deep  enough  to  receive  folios  and  quartos. 
The  centra]  cases  are  double,  or  open  on  both 
sides,  and  will  shelve  royal  octavos  and  smaller 
sizes.  The  capacity  of  the  room  is  37,200  volumes. 
There  will  be  no  galleries  or  upper  tier  of 
book  cases,  the  space  being  needed  for  (he  distri- 
bution of  light  and  air. 

There  will  be  an  auditorium,  classroonis,  small 
study-TooDis,  where  authors  may  be  alone  and  un- 
interrupted,  as  well  as  all  the 
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Plan  of  omc  amm- 

carrying  on  the  work  of  "  University  1 
which  Professor  Adams,  of  Johns  Hopkins,  is 
here  to  talk  to  us  about.  It  is  the  intention  to 
make  the  Newberry  Library  a  live  educational  in- 
stitution, and  not  a  mausoleum  of  dead  books. 

Question. —  You  say  this  room  30  a  50  feet  will 
contain  27,100  volumes.  I  would  like  to  ask  what 
proportion  of  the  space  Is  left  for  the  consultation 
of  books  ? 

Dr.  Poole.—  About  one  fifth.  In  this  room, 
which  is  smaller  than  the  average  siie,  a  little 
more  space  for  readers  is  given.  Some  of  the 
rooms  will  contain  50,000  volumes,  and  the  largest 


70,000  volurnee  when  the  shelve*  are  f uil ;  but  they 
will  not  be  worked  to  much  more  than  half  that 
capacity.  Crowded  shelves  in  a  growing  library 
are  very  inconvenient.  .  The  total  capacity  of  the 
structure  shown  on  the  sketch,  not  considering  the 
rooms  used  for  administration  and  other  purposes, 
will  be  more  than  1,000,000  volumes,  and  the  con- 
venient working  capacity  will  be  600,000. 

Judge  Chamberlain. —  How  do  you  propose 
to  get  tight  into  the  rooms;  for  instance,  those  on 
the  court  ? 

Dr.  Poole. —  From  the  outside  and  from  the 
inside,  through  the  corridor,  which  will  he  of  glass. 
There  will  be  no  court  (represented  by  the  dotted 
lines)  until  the  library  has  z,ooo,ooo  volumes, 
which  will  be  many  years  hence;  and,  when  there 
is  a  court,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  light  will  be 
abundant  from  the  court. 

CRAHBEmLAiH. — Have  you  made  experiments 
to  see  what  the  penetrative  power  of  light  is^ 

Poole. —  I  have  been  observing  and  making 
these  experiments  for  the  past  ten  years,  and  am 
confident  that  the  views  I  here  slate  are  correct. 

Chamberlain.—  Will  not  the  corridors  obstruct 
the  light  r 

Poole. —  To  some  degree,  doubtless.  They  cer- 
tainly will  not  improve  the  light;  but  there  will  be 
an  abundance  of  it,  nevertheless.  In  this  age  of 
steel  construction  they  can  be  made  very  light,  and 
•re  only  7  feet  wide.  The  wall  on  the  inside 
of  the  corridor  is  constructed  to  admit  as  much 
light  as  possible.  Still  I  am  willing  to  give  con- 
sideration to  the  doubt  which  myfriend entertains. 
In  the  drawing  of  a  single  room,  I  have  placed  the 
reading-tables  on  the  inside  near  the  corridor.  If 
on  the  construction  of  the  building  it  shall  appear 
that  the  light  is  insulSdent,  the  reading-tables  can 
be  placed  at  the  other  end  of  the  room,  near  the 
outside  walls,  where  there  will  be  no  question  as 
to  light. 

Chamberlain.— What  will  be  the  width  of  the 
court  when  the  whole  lot  is  built  upon  ? 

Poole.— Sixty  (eet;  and  by  building  on  the 
rear  line  of  Oak  street,  instead  of  10  feet  from  it, 
as  indicated  in  the  sketch,  it  will  be  70  feet  wide, 
and  190  feet  in  length  inside  of  the  corridors. 

Chamberlain. —  Why  not  experiment  by  put- 
ting up  a  portion  of  the  building,  and  see  what  is 
the  penetrating  power  of  light  ? 

PooLH. —  I  have  done  a  good  deal  of  experi- 
menting, enough  to  satisfy  me;  and  1  recommend 
that  the  judge,  if  his  doubts  continue,  do  some 
on  his  own  account.  I  think  we  should  then 
agree. 
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Dewey. —  The  space  from  which  the  light 
enters  the  corridors  is  as  wide  as  an  ordinary 
street. 

Chamberlain. —  I  still  doubt  whether  you  will 
get  light  enough  through  the  corridor  and  the 
outside  walls  to  light  the  inner  portion  of  the 
rooms,  even  if  the  court  was  wider  than  it  will  be. 
This  is  an  experiment  which  can  be  made  by  the 
erection  of  a  temporary  structure,  or  by  testing 
it  where  buildings  are  being  erected  in  the  city. 

Question. —  How  high  are  the  stories  ? 

Poole. — The  first  story  is  1 6  feet,  the  second  1 5, 
and  the  upper  stories  14.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
first  story  is  devoted  almost  exclusively  to 
special  and  administrative  purposes.  The  audi- 
torium (A)  will  seat  about  450  persons.  The 
next  room  (B)  is  a  reception  room  for  visitors, 
where  bibliographical  and  typographical  rarities, 
illuminated  manuscripts,  and  incunabula  will  be 
exhibited.  These  are  objects  which  visitors  want 
to  see,  and  when  they  have  examined  them  think 
they  have  seen  the  library,  and  retire.  Ordinary 
sight-seers  wandering  about  among  the  book- 
rooms  are  a  nuisance  to  readers,  and  the  reception 
room  will  reduce  the  annoyance  to  a  minimum. 
The  four  rooms  on  the  east  end  (G,  H,  I,  J,)  will 
be  used  for  administrative  purposes.  Catalogu- 
ing, and  preparation  of  books  for  the  shelves  will 
be  done  in  the  large  room  (H);  bibliographical 
books  will  be  shelved  in  G ;  and  the  librarian's 
and  assistant  librarians'  offices  will  be  in  I  and  J, 
with  windows  on  the  north  wall.  The  elevations 
are  not  yet  ready,  and  hence  they  are  not  here 
shown. 

C:  A.  Nelson. —  How  is  the  shelving  arranged  ? 

W:  F.  Poole. —  In  double  cases  8  feet  high, 
in  rows  running  from  the  front  windows  to  the 
corridor. 

B:  P.  Manh. —  Where  are  the  windows  placed  ? 

W:  F.  Poole. —  It  is  not  yet  fully  decided,  but 
the  sills  will  be  nearly  if  not  quite  as  high  as  the 
cases. 

WORCESTER  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

S:  S.  Green  explained  the  new  building  erected 
for  the  Worcester  Free  Public  Library.  It  ad- 
joins the  old  building,  which  is  now  given  up  to 
the  circulating  department  and  reading-rooms  for 
magazines.  It  is  so  built  as  to  be  open  to  air 
and  light  on  all  sides.  The  basement,  connected 
with  the  upper  floors  by  a  hydraulic  elevator,  is 
devoted  to  a  large  newspaper  reading-room.  The 
first  floor  has  in  front  a  large  reading-room  for 
students,  into  which  opens  the  librarians'  room. 


where  several  members  of  the  sta£f  are  ready  to 
aid  inquirers.  On  the  second  floor  are  a  cataloging 
room,  a  trustees*  or  seminary  room,  and  a  hall. 
The  third  floor  is  devoted  to  housing  and  display- 
ing books  and  pictures.  The  tower,  which  pro- 
jects slightly  from  the  comer  of  the  fafade, 
contains  the  librarian's  private  room  and  rooms 
for  the  use  of  students  making  special  or  extended 
investigations.  In  construction  the  front  is  slow- 
burning  rather  than  absolutely  fire  proof.  The 
huge  two-story  box,  which  adjoins  it  on  the  rear, 
is  absolutely  fire  proof,  and  protected  by  tin- 
covered  shutters,  to  be  placed,  it  is  hoped,  on  the 
inside.  It  is  arranged  to  have  on  each  floor  a 
two-story  iron  stack,  capable  of  holding  respec- 
tively 65,000  and  75,000  volumes,  in  all  140,000 
volumes.  The  heating  apparatus  for  both  the 
new  and  old  buildings  is  placed  in  a  low  building 
between  the  two.  The  building  has  been  planned 
with  reference  to  felt  needs,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  experience  and  views  of  the  librarian. 

B:  P.  Mann. —  What  are  the  means  of  com- 
munication between  the  stack  and  the  rest  of  the 
building  ? 

S:  S.  Green. —  Iron  doors  or  else  ordinary 
doors  covered  with  tin. 

E.  C.  HovEY. —  Mr.  Atkinson,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  of  Boston  underwriters,  regards  iron 
doors  as  dangerous,  and  has  recently  ordered 
them  out  of  many  mills  in  New  England. 

T:  L.  Montgomery. —  Philadelphia  underwrit- 
ers required  their  use  in  a  recent  case  coming 
under  my  observation. 

H:  M.  Utley. —  In  Detroit  they  insist  on  our 
having  them. 

C:  A.  Nelson. —  In  a  recent  fire  in  New 
Orleans  iron  shutters  kept  the  firemen  out  until 
the  fire  had  done  its  work. 

F:  H.  Hedge  explained  the  plans  of  the  new 
library  at  Lawrence,  Mass.,  expected  to  accommo- 
date 75,000  volumes,  and  to  be  built  for  $40,000. 

EXHIBIT  OF  LIBRARY  APPLIANCES. 

Sec.  Dewey  showed  the  new  shelf  list,  the 
arrangement  cards,  and  the  "  best  books "  cards 
recently  issued  by  the  Library  Bureau.  (For 
description  see  "  Illustrated  Catalog,"  pp.  64  and 
68.)  He  also  showed  sample  drawers  for  card 
catalog,  intended  to  be  removed  from  the  case  for 
consultation.  The  prospective  growth  of  the  card 
catalog  in  his  library  having  made  necessary  some 
change  from  the  usual  methods,  it  was  thought 
best,  instead  of  reducing,  as  was  possible,  the 
thickness  of  the  cards  used,  to  utilize  the  wall 
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space  to  the  height  of  six  feet  with  cases  of  these 
drawers,  which  are  to  be  placed  on  an  adjoining 
table  for  consultation. 

MIMEOGRAPH. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  The  mimeograph  is  the  best 
duplicating  process  I  have  yet  tried.  Here  are 
samples  of  its  work. 

HARVARD  COLLEGE  CATALOG  BOOKS. 

W:  C.  Lane  exhibited  a  new  appliance  for  bind- 
ing catalog  cards  together  so  that  they  might  be 
handled  like  a  book  instead  of  being  kept  in 
drawers. 

These  *'  catalog  books "  have  been  recently 
brought  into  use  in  the  Harvard  College  Library 
as  an  experiment.  For  the  present  they  supple- 
ment, not  replace,  the  general  card  catalog 
in  drawers.  The  slips  used  for  this  are  of  a 
rather  heavy  manilla  paper,  7x4  in.,  considerably 
larger  than  the  cards  in  the  catalog,  and  on 
each  slip  one  title  is  printed.  We  are  able  to  print 
these  titles  cheaply,  because  we  can  use  the  same 
type  which  is  set  up  for  the  list  of  accessions  in 
the  Bulletin.  The  prints  takes  each  title  sepa> 
rately  and  prints  it  off  for  us  on  cards,  as  many  as 
we  want  for  the  card  catalog,  and  at  the  same 
time  prints  one  more  copy  on  the  larger  slips  for 
these  "  catalog-books.** 

This  form  of  binder  is  made  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Towndrow  of  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.  Its  advan- 
tages are  that  the  book  is  easily  and  quickly  taken 
apart  at  any  point  for  the  insertion  of  new  slips,  that 
it  holds  the  slips  very  solidly  when  clasped  to- 
gether, and  allows  no  wear  or  strain  to  come  on 
them  at  the  point  where  they  are  held.  The  es- 
sential part  of  the  binder  is  a  pair  of  small  metal 
tubes,  2  inches  apart,  fastened  upright  in  one  cover, 
and  a  pair  of  metal  rods  which  slide  into  these 
tubes,  fastened  into  the  other  cover,  both  rods 
and  tubes  passing  through  holes  punched  to  cor- 
respond in  the  end  of  the  slips.  The  two  covers 
are  then  fastened  together  by  a  brass  clasp,  which 
is  easily  loosened  when  it  is  desired  to  take  the 
books  apart.  Notice  that  the  slips  are  bound  to- 
gether at  their  right-hand  margins,  not  by  the  left 
margin,  as  is  customary,  so  that  the  books  turn 
backward  like  an  Arabic  or  Hebrew  text.  The 
object  of  this  is  to  display  the  catch-word  of  the 
title  on  the  outer  margin,  not  conceal  it  on  the 
inner.  The  book  should  be  held  in  the  right 
hand,  and  the  leaves  turned  or  released  by  the 
left. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  Do  you  still  continue  to  put 
cards  into  your  drawers  ? 


W:  C.  Lane. —  We  do.  These  slips  are  simply 
duplicates  of  what  goes  into  the  catalog  drawers. 
The  system  is  purely  an  experiment.  We  mean 
to  keep  it  up  for  a  number  of  years,  and  see  how 
it  develops. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  W^hy  do  you  have  your  slips  so 
large  ? 

W:  C.  Lane. —  They  are  easier  to  handle. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  Do  you  intend  to  put  two  or 
more  titles  on  a  page  ? 

W:  C.  Lane. —  Only  one.  It  is  not  practicable 
for  us  to  do  otherwise,  as  these  slips  are  printed. 
If  written  or  made  in  some  other  way,  it  might  be 
done  perfectly  well. 

W:  I.  Fletcher. —  Can  Mr.  Lane  state  where 
in  Europe  this  system  is  used  ? 

W:  C.  Lane. —  At  the  University  of  Leyden. 
Their  slips  are  simply  tied  together,  however.  This 
binder  is  an  American  invention. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  The  same  place  where  they  had 
an  excellent  system  of  lighting  some  years  ago. 

W:  C.  Lane. —  The  Society  Library  in  New 
York  also  uses  this  system. 

In  space  we  estimate  that  it  saves  about  one 
third.  In  consultation  it  saves  more  than  that, 
because  a  person  using  one  volume  does  not 
prevent  some  one  else  from  using  the  next,  as 
happens  continually  with  catalog  drawers.  More- 
over, fewer  cards  are  in  use  at  once. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  Your  motive  in  using  it  is  not 
so  much  to  save  space  as  for  convenience  ? 

W:  C.  Lane. —  It  saves  space  for  the  same 
reason  that  your  sliding  boxes  save  space.  You 
can  build  them  higher  and  also  bring  your  case 
nearer  the  floor. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  This  indicates  your  purpose  to 
abandon  the  drawers  for  this  or  something  better 
if  you  can  find  it  ? 

W:  C.  Lane. —  Possibly.  I  want  to  see  how 
it  will  work.  I  think  it  is  likely  to  be  most  con- 
venient for  small  libraries  that  have  not  a  very 
large  number  of  borrowers  coming  in  at  once. 

A  memker.  —  When  you  throw  away  the  draw- 
ers you  will  have  to  throw  away  all  the  cards  you 
have  written. 

B:  P.  Mann. —  It  seems  to  me  this  is  going  to 
be  a  very  expensive  binding.  Do  you  know  what 
the  cost  of  it  is  ? 

W^:  C.  Lane. —  Mr.  Towndrow  asks  about  75 
cents  a  pair  for  covers  this  size.  This  which  I 
have  our  binder  in  Cambridge  bound  up,  having 
obtained  the  sliding  back  from  Mr.  Towndrow. 

B:  P.  Mann. —  This  seems  to  me  a  very  expen- 
sive form  of  getting  up  the  contrivance.    Instead  of 
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having  these  pins,  which  must  be  set  into  these  stiff 
covers,  perforated  covers  would  be  better,  to  be 
connected  by  cord  or  wire.  When  these  books  are 
arranged  in  a  series  on  shelves,  and  persons  freely 
consult  them,  they  will  soon  get  so  mixed  up  it 
will  be  difficult  to  find  what  you  want.  Again, 
half  that  height  of  book  would  be  fully  as  conven- 
ient to  use. 

I  have  followed  the  suggestions  which  were 
made,  I  believe,  at  the  Roimd  Island  Confer- 
ence, that  we  should  have  books  gotten  up  in 
that  way.  I  tried  some  for  experiment  with 
cards.  I  had  to  tear  them  apart  after  a  while.  I 
also  use  perforated  sheets.  I  keep  a  great  stock 
of  Miller's  sheets  on  hand,  cut  at  stated  intervals, 
so  that  I  can  select  any  lot  and  bind  them 
together. 

It  seemed  to  me,  in  looking  at  some  of  these 
blanks,  that  not  sufficient  attention  has  been  paid 
to  the  distance  apart  at  which  the  holes  are  made. 
The  Library  Bureau  should  establish  a  standard 
distance  apart  of  any  two  holes  intended  to  be 
used  in  the  same  work  or  kind  of  work,  so  any 
one  can  put  any  two  things  together  and  find  the 
holes  correspond  and  in  proper  position.  Then 
when  you  have  two  sheets  of  paper,  you  can 
shape  them  on  the  bottom  and  front  edge,  and 
run  a  needle  straight  through,  and  it  is  all  bound 
together. 

W:  C.  Lanb. —  The  objection  to  Mr.  Mann's 
plan  for  fastening  these  covers  together  with  wire 
is  twofold-* it  would  take  too  long  to  unfasten 
the  book,  and  the  fastening  could  not  be  made  so 
solid  and  firm.  As  to  keeping  the  books  in  order 
on  the  shelf,  some  one  will  have  to  keep  a  con- 
stant eye  on  them. 

ZINC  GUIDES. 

C:  A.  Cutter,  explaining  an  improvement  in 
his  zinc  guides  for  card  catalogs. —  I  found  that, 
although  the  platinic  chloride  lettering  retains  its 
blackness,  the  zinc  gets  darker  and  darker,  so  that 
the  writing  is  hard  to  read.  I  have  therefore  had 
some  of  these  enameled  of  a  light  buff  color  by  a 
tinman.  We  write  upon  them  with  black  paint  and 
find  the  names  much  more  distinct  than  before. 

G.  M.  Jones  briefly  described  the  bibliographi- 
cal cards  with  the  public  library  shelf  marks 
placed,  at  his  suggestion,  on  specimens  in  the 
Academy  of  Science  at  Salem,  Mass.  (See  Li- 
brary journal^  1 6 :  307.) 

Hon.  Andrew  S.  Draper,  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
telegraphed:     "Have   delayed   answering   your 


letter  in  hopes  of  attending  your  meeting.  Now  I 
find  it  impossible.  I  can  only  assure  you  that  my 
belief  that  the  library  may,  and  must  be  made 
more  of  a  factor  in  the  common  educational  work 
of  the  country,  strengthens  continually.  I  shall 
alwa3rs  be  glad  to  cooperate  with  others  to  that 
end." 
Adjourned  at  10  p.  m. 

FIFTH  SESSION. 

(THURSDAY,  9.3O  A.  M.) 

Thorvald  Solberg  read  his  report  on 

LIBRARY    LEGISLATION. 

(See  p.  SO,) 
Weston  Flint  made  report  on 

LIBRARY  WORK  OF  THE  UNITEp  STATES  BUREAU 

OF  EDUCATION. 

{See  p.  64.) 

Sec  Dewey. —  There  were  two  matters  of  pri- 
mary importance  brought  to  our  attention  by  Col. 
Flint.  One  relates  to  the  pedagogic  library  they 
are  building  up.  I  think  an  appropriation  should 
be  made  to  enable  them  to  employ  the  best  bibli- 
ographer in  the  country,  and  thus  make  the 
Bureau  a  place  we  could  all  go  to  as  headquarters 
for  all  educational  literature.  They  have  a  mag- 
nificent collection  of  works  on  this  subject.  We 
should  have  the  best  educational  library  in  the 
world  at  our  national  educational  library ;  we  should 
all  feel  it  a  decided  gain  to  have  a  headquarters 
of  that  kind  for  bibliographical  work  in  that  line. 
We  are  trying  to  make  as  good  a  second-best 
educational  library  as  we  can  in  New  York, 
where  our  State  library  is  now  made  a  part  of  the 
University. 

The  other  point  is  the  publication  of  our  best 
material  by  the  Bureau.  If  it  is  possible  to  do 
that,  it  will  popularize  our  movement.  We  have 
not  money  enough  to  put  this  information  in  the 
hands  of  i-io  of  1  per  cent  of  the  people  who 
would  read  it,  if  we  could  reach  them.  Our  wild- 
est hopes  have  been  to  get  the  attendance  of  1,000 
persons.  I  believe  that  for  some  years  past  there 
are  more  than  100,000  people,  who  would  be  glad 
to  read  a  great  deal  of  our  proceedings,  if  they 
could  get  them.  I  hope,  before  we  go  away  from 
this  meeting,  that  some  arrangement  will  be  made, 
by  which  we  can  meet  this  want.  It  will  do  more 
than  anything  else  for  the  Association.  We 
should  double  our  membership  every  year,  for  the 
men  who  read  our  reports  will  be  prepared  to  ac- 
cept our  invitation  to  join  the  Association. 

H:  J.  Carr. —  I  wish  to  reinforce,  if  possible, 
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what  Sec.  Dewey  has  said,  and  to  urge  that  some 
steps  be  taken  to  relieve  us  from  the  printing  that 
absorbs  our  limited  revenues.  If  we  increase  our 
dues,  we  frighten  out  many  of  the  small  libraries. 
Carrying  out  these  suggestions  would  not  only  in- 
•  crease  our  educational  influence,  but  would  also 
leave  this  Association  in  better  shape  to  continue 
with  the  same  fee  we  now  have. 

W:  I.  Fletcher. —  Two  or  three  years  ago,  the 
Bureau  of  Education  expressed  a  willingness  to  pub- 
lish suitable  matter  that  might  be  suggested  by  this 
Association,  but  we  learned  that  the  state  of  the 
government  printing-office  was  such  that  we  might 
have  to  wait  two  or  three  years  after  the  matter 
was  ready,  before  it  could  be  published.  Is  there 
a  less  congested  state  of  the  printing-office  now? 

Weston  Flint. —  That  is  a  pretty  large  ques- 
tion. To  answer  it  implies  ability  to  manage  Con- 
gress. We  have  tried  to  but  cannot.  We  keep  a 
good  deal  of  matter  way  ahead.  If  you  have  no- 
ticed the  Congressional  record  for  the  last  three 
months,  you  will  wonder  we  have  got  anything 
printed  at  all. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  What  is  your  judgment  as  to  the 
chances  of  getting  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting 
out? 

Weston  Flint.^  I  sometimes  think  the  Bureau 
would  get  them  out  as  quickly  as  the  Library 
Association  does.  We  publish  the  reports  of  the 
department  of  superintendents  of  the  National 
Educational  Association  only  about  six  months 
behind  time.  The  superintendents  meet  in  the 
spring,  and  receive  their  proceedings  in  the  sum- 
mer or  early  fall. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  The  question  is  whether  any 
advantages  would  accrue  if  we  could  have  the  pro- 
ceedings printed  even  a  year  late.  We  could  go 
on  with  a  summary  for  immediate  use,  till  they 
brought  out  the  full  edition. 

T.  SoLBERG. —  I  think  the  Bureau  favors  the 
idea  of  issuing  its  report  in  sections,  instead  of 
waiting  for  a  full  volume.  If  that  should  be  car- 
ried out,  there  would  be  no  reason  for  great  delay 
in  printing  our  reports. 

Pres.  C  RUN  DEN. —  It  is  very  clear  we  must  find 
some  way  of  relieving  ourselves  of  this  great  bur- 
den of  expense,  and  of  more  effectively  distribut- 
ing our  publications.  This  is  one  way.  Another 
suggested  by  Mr.  Glenn  is  to  collect  a  fund  by 
private  subscription. 

Miss  C.  M.  Hew  INS  being  absent,  Pres.  Crun- 
den  read  by  title  her 

report  on  gifts  AND  BEQUESTS. 

(Set  p,  14.) 


Miss  H.  E.  Green  read  her  paper  on 

LIBRARY  EXPERTS. 

(See  p.  IS,) 

Pres.  Crunden. —  It  is  such  papers  as  this 
that  we  want  widely  distributed  throughout  the 
country.  I  wish  the  Bureau  of  Education  would 
send  that  out  in  pamphlet  form  by  the  hundred 
thousand.  If  the  author  could  be  duplicated  in 
that  number,  that  would  be  better  still. 

Sec  Dewey. —  Miss  Green  is  one  of  the  faculty 
of  the  Library  School,  and  it  is  one  of  our  aims  to 
duplicate  the  author  in  her  pupils,  whom  she 
teaches,  not  only  by  precept,  but  by  example.  From 
the  beginning  of  the  school  we  have  emphasized 
these  points,  that  our  young  graduates  (and  much 
less  our  pupils)  have  no  more  right  to  go  out  and 
pose  as  library  experts  than  the  student  who  has 
just  entered  a  medical  college  has  a  right  to  call 
himself  a  medical  expert  But  sometimes  it  is  not 
entirely  the  pupil's  fault.  People  come  to  us  and 
say,  "  We  have  one  of  your  trained  experts  in  our 
town.*'  When  we  inquire  we  find  that  the  expert 
had  been  in  our  school  perhaps  one  or  two  weeks 
as  a  visitor  or  on  probation.  Then  again  some- 
times the  local  paper  comes  out  with  a  notice  that 
the  new  librarian  has  received  a  thorough  train- 
ing as  an  expert,  with  no  authority  beyond  hear- 
ing that  she  has  been  at  the  Library  School.  Any 
of  our  pupils  that  apply  to  you  for  positions 
should  show  you  our  certificate  of  just  exactly 
what  they  have  done,  and  you  can  give  it  what 
weight  it  deserves.  It  is  impossible  for  us,  as  it 
is  of  any  school,  to  compel  our  pupils  to  go  out 
and  give  a  just  estimate  of  their  own  value.  We 
now  issue  pass  cards,  certificates,  and  diplomas, 
which  are  explicit  and  may  be  relied  on.  They  do 
not  say  that  the  holder  is  an  expert,  or  will  suc- 
ceed as  an  apprentice,  but  they  do  say  all  we  can 
safely  say — that  he  has  successfully  completed  cer- 
tain studies  and  work,  under  careful  supervision. 
But,  as  Miss  Green  has  said,  it  has  oftener  hap- 
pened that  they  have  not  given  themselves  enough 
credit  for  what  they  are  able  to  do. 

O.  L.  Whitelaw  read  a  paper  by  J.  C.  Lear- 
ned on 

LIBRARY  WORK   FROM  THE    TRUSTEES* 
STANDPOINT. 

(Sit p.  iPJ.) 

C:  C.  SouLE  read  his  paper  on 

TRUSTEES. 

(Seep,  19,) 
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S:  S.  Green  read  his  paper  on 

TRUSTEES  OF  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

(Seep,  24,) 
Pres.  Crunden. —  I  regret  that  this  morn- 
ing's session  has  been  broken  into  by  this  excur- 
sion up  Mt.  Washington.  It  seems  to  me  after 
coming  several  hundred  miles  to  get  together  for 
business,  we  ought  to  put  off  the  climbing  of 
mountains  till  some  other  time.  I  hope  all  who 
intend  to  take  this  excursion  will  take  it  to-day 
and  not  forget  to-morrow's  session. 

REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLISHING  SECTION. 

W:  I.  Fletcher. —  It  is  desirable  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  publishing  section  that  this  report 
should  be  presented  to  the  whole  body.  The 
meeting  of  the  section  will  occur  this  afternoon.  I 
hope  those  officers  not  compelled  by  arrangements 
to  go  upon  a  picnic  will  be  present. 

Report  read,  received,  and  filed. 

Adjourned  at  11.50  a.  m. 

SIXTH  SESSION. 

(THURSDAY,  2  P.  M.) 

MEETING    OP   THE  A.  L.  A.  PUBLISHING   SECTION 

(See  p.  ijg.) 

and 

MEETING  OF    NEW  YORK   LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

Reported  after  the  Trustees"  Section. 
SEVENTH  SESSION. 

(THURSDAY  EVENING,  8.05  ^-  *•) 
PUBLIC    DOCUMENTS. 

S:  S.  Green. —  At  a  meeting  of  the  S.  L.  A.  a 
gentleman  offered  his  services  as  a  special  com- 
mittee in  the  matter  of  securing  a  proper  distribu- 
tion of  public  documents.  That  gentleman  was 
Mr.  Hovey,  of  Brookline.  If  he  undertakes  this 
work,  it  is  very  important  that  librarians  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country  should  help  him  in 
getting  the  desired  legislation.  If  one  is  asked, 
for  instance,  to  write  a  letter  to  the  congressmen 
of  the  State  in  which  he  lives,  he  should  do  it.  If 
I  understand  Mr.  Hovey  aright,  he  would  have  a 
simultaneous  movement  of  this  kind  all  over  the 
country.  Then  he  would  appear  himself  in  Wash- 
ington, and  urge  the  psissage  of  such  legislation  as 
we  desire.  I  move  that  we  ask  Mr.  Hovey  to  act 
as  special  committee  for  the  general  association  in 
securing  such  legislation  as  is  necessary.    Voted. 

E.  C.  Hovey. —  Mr.  Green  has  voiced  my  senti- 
ments on  the  matter.  I  think  that  action  should 
come  from  the  States  simultaneously,  and,  coming 


so  to  the  different  members  of  Congress  and  the 
different  senators,  will  be  effective.  I  think  that 
law  will  be  passed  before  another  year. 

S:  S.  Green  was  called  on  by  the  President  to 
answer  the  question.  What  is 

THE     relation      OF     THE     LIBRARIAN     TO    THE 

BOOK  COMMITTEE? 

He  said:  That  of  hearty  cooperation,  when 
things  are  as  they  should  be. 

Subordination,  if  insisted  on  by  the  committee, 
must  be  cheerfully  acknowledged  by  the  librarian, 
but,  hand  in  hand  with  the  assertion  of  authority, 
should  be  manifested  a  marked  courtesy. 

A  librarian  cannot  effect  his  purposes  by  force. 
He  must  seek  to  accomplish  them  by  tact,  and  by 
aiming  to  secure,  by  meriting,  the  confidence  of  the 
committee. 

A  librarian  must  avoid  carefully  the  appearance 
of  trying  to  manage  the  book  committee,  and  must 
see  to  it  that  neither  open  nor  concealed  hostility 
grows  up  between  him  and  his  superior  officers. 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  helps  greatly,  in  preserv- 
ing good  feeling,  to  send  out  to  every  member  of  a 
book  committee  lists  of  books  which  the  librarian 
proposes  for  purchase,  a  few  days  before  the  time 
of  the  meeting  of  the  committee.  Thus  every 
member  has  the  opportunity  of  considering  recom- 
mendations deliberately. 

Perhaps  no  member  will  study  the  lists,  pos- 
sibly no  one  will  read  them.  Still,  by  pursuing 
such  a  course,  a  librarian  is  relieved  from  all 
suspicion  of  trying  by  underhanded  means  to 
smuggle  into  the  library  books  that  some  member 
of  the  book  committee  might  be  unwilling  to 
have  there.  It  seems  to  me  well,  after  the  book 
committee  has  determined  what  books  to  buy,  to 
send  a  list  of  them  to  members  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  not  on  the  book  committee,  if  the  full 
board  has  to  act  before  books  can  be  bought. 

If  a  book  committee  allows  a  librarian  to  hold 
the  reins,  the  librarian  should  be  careful  to  ease 
the  harness  if  it  galls  anywhere.  When  an  earnest 
member  of  a  committee  objects  to  buying  a  book, 
or  a  certain  class  of  books,  bear  in  mind  the  fact 
that  he  has  a  right  to  do  so,  and  that,  very  likely, 
he  represents  a  large  number  of  similarly  thinking 
citizens.  Sometimes,  when  it  is  of  little  importance 
whether  a  book  should  be  bought  or  not,  it  is  best 
to  withdraw  the  recommendation  of  purchase.  It 
is  never  best  to  urge  it  unless  you  can  give 
weighty  reasons  for  carrying  it  out.  Even  if  you 
can  do  that,  it  is  frequently  best  to  advise  delay 
for    consideration.     A    conscientious   committee- 
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man  will,  if  time  is  given  him,  often  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  after  all  the  librarian,  having,  as  he 
has,  superior  opportunities  for  judging  what  books 
are  needed  in  the  library,  has  probably  made  a 
wise  selection.  Whether  he  comes  to  such  a  con- 
clusion or  not,  the  delay  has  been  serviceable. 

When  a  librarian  has  reason  to  believe  that  the 
proposition  to  buy  a  book  will  appear  at  first  sight 
objectionable  to  a  committee-man,  let  him  state 
his  reasons  for  the  purchase  to  the  gentleman 
beforehand,  and  in  private,  so  that  he  may  have 
time  to  think  over  the  matter,  and  not  be  guided 
hastily  by  a  first  thought  when  the  meeting  of  the 
committee  takes  place. 

Sometimes  it  is  best  to  see  more  than  one  mem- 
ber of  a  committee  in  private  before  a  meeting,  so 
that  the  friends  of  a  purchase  may  be  prepared  to 
defend  the  proposition  to  buy. 

It  is  evident  that  members  of  a  committee  should 
not  be  allowed  to  commit  themselves  to  a  certain 
line  of  action  publicly,  until  their  minds  are  made 
up,  as  it  is  hard  to  retract  statements  publicly 
made.  A  chronic  objector  may  often  be  won 
over  to  a  wise  course  by  preparatory  consultation. 

If  a  member  of  a  committee  is  narrow,  or  other- 
wise objectionable,  when  the  other  members  are 
men  of  knowledge  and  experience  in  affairs,  they 
will  generally  vote  him  down  quietly. 

Generally,  too,  members  of  a  committee,  in  case 
of  a  difference  of  opinion  between  the  librarian 
and  one  or  more  of  its  members,  will  be  found 
ready  to  lay  the  matter  before  the  full  board 
of  trustees,  if  the  librarian  desires  them  to  pur- 
sue such  a  course.  It  is  often  useful  to  get  a 
matter  under  discussion  before  the  full  board. 

Some  member  of  the  full  board  is  commonly 
ready  to  introduce  the  matter,  if  the  committee  is 
very  wicked,  and  will  not  be  courteous  to  the 
librarian,  if,  as  would  rarely  be  the  case,  the  libra- 
rian thought  it  wise  to  put  himself  in  the  position 
of  opposition  to  an  influential  committee. 

Librarians  should  remember  that  members  of 
committees  are  human,  and  that,  becoming  con- 
scious that  the  librarian  is  making  all  the  selec- 
tions of  books,  and  being  a  little  worried  by  the 
discovery,  they  sometimes  make  one  or  two  trivial 
criticisms  with  the  idea  of  maintaining  the  dignity 
of  their  positions. 

Do  not  be  too  hard  upon  your  fellow-men  nor 
insist  upon  having  every  thing  precisely  right, 
according  to  your  notions  of  what  is  right.  Be 
content  to  have  things  about  right. 

Remember,  too,  that  members  of  a  book  com- 
mittee have  common  sense  as  well  as  the  librarian, 


and  that  they  may  sometimes  realize  better  than 
he  what  action  a  community  will  sustain,  and  what 
it  will  refuse  to  countenance. 

It  will  generally  be  found  that  in  the  long  run 
book  committees  will  leave  more  and  more  of  the 
work  of  selection  of  books  in  the  hands  of  libra- 
rians. 

Committees  and  trustees  should  allow  librarians 
to  buy  books  between  meetings  unless  the  govern- 
ing bodies  are  ready  to  decide  regarding  purchases 
every  day  or  two. 

Librarians  should  always  be  patient  and  remem- 
ber that  objectionable  men  who  are  on  committees 
will  go  out  of  office  in  the  course  of  time;  while 
librarians,  in  well-regulated  libraries,  have  the 
privilege  of  remaining  in  office  until  death  re- 
moves them  to  a  more  congenial  sphere,  and  they 
are  called  upon  to  occupy  the  rocking-chairs  pro- 
vided in  the  mansions  beyond  for  faithful,  tired 
members  of  our  profession. 

In  dealing  with  some  book  committees  no 
course  will  answer  but  the  exercise  of  the  most 
delicate  tact  or  profound  management.  The  li- 
brarian must  in  some  cases  meet  politics  with 
politics  and  be  hiniself  a  politician. 

A  fnend  of  mine  told  me  recently  of  an  occur- 
rence in  a  large  city  which  shall  be  nameless. 

An  eating-house  keeper,  we  will  say,  who  was 
also  trustee  of  a  library  wished  to  have  some 
French  books  bought.  A  German  liquor  seller 
thought  that  there  was  no  money  to  spend  for 
French  books,  but  desired  some  German  books. 

The  librarian  desired  both  kinds  of  books,  but 
not  being,  in  himself,  quite  equal  to  the  occasion, 
sent  for  a  prominent  citizen  who  had  considerable 
influence  with  Germans  to  come  and  help  him. 
He  came  and  after  a  little  conversation  convinced 
both  parties  that  it  was  best  to  do  what  the  li- 
brarian desired,  and  buy  both  French  and  German 
books. 

ENDOWMENT. 

J:  M.  Glenn. —  The  Association  should  be  in 
possession  of  the  published  proceedings,  just  as 
they  are, —  whether  short  or  long, —  and  have  as 
many  copies  as  they  please,  independent  of  the  Z/- 
brary  journal^  so  they  can  distribute  them  freely. 
This  can  be  done  in  two  ways.  One  way  is  by 
raising  a  fund  of  $5,000  or  $10,000  by  small  sub- 
scriptions; the  other  by  getting  a  large  gift  from 
Mr.  Carnegie,  or  some  other  wealthy  friend  of  li- 
braries. I  have  no  doubt  that,  with  a  little  trouble, 
we  can  establish  a  fund  to  be  used  for  the  publica- 
tion of  these  proceedings.  I  offer  two  resolutions 
to  this  effect. 
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Resolutions  referred  to  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions to  report  Friday  morning. 

Pres.  C  RUNDEN. —  We  are  much  honored  in  hav- 
ing with  us  to-night  a  man  who  occupies  a  position 
which,  if  properly  recognized,  would  be  second  to 
none ;  a  man  whose  reputation  is  not  confined  to 
this  country,  but  who,  years  ago,  was  known  by 
thinking  people  throughout  Europe;  and  who  has 
given  the  results  of  his  great  experience  and  ripe 
judgment  to  this  important  cause,  the  education 
of  the  people.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  introduc- 
ing Dr.  William  T.  Harris,  United  States 
Commissioner  of  Education. 

W:  T.  Harris  read  his  address  on 

THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  AND  THE   PUBLIC  SCHOOL. 

{Seep,  2y.) 

Pres.  Crunden. —  This  has  removed  any  linger- 
ing doubts  as  to  the  high  calling  in  which  we  are 
engaged.  We  had  most  of  these  doubts  dissi- 
pated by  Senator  Patterson  the  other  night.  All 
are  removed  now.  Dr.  Harris  alluded  in  his  ad- 
dress to  the  seminary  method  as  one  of  the  best  of 
modern  methods  of  teaching.  We  have  with  us 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  exponents  of  that 
system  in  America.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  intro- 
duce to  you  one  who  has  always  been  with  us  in 
spirit  and  often  in  person,  —  Dr.  ^Herbert  B. 
Adams,  Professor  of  History  at  Johns  Hopkins 
University. 

Dr.  Adams  spoke  for  fifty  minutes  on 

university  EXTENSION. 

But  at  his  request,  no  report  was  made,  as  he 
is  about  to  publish  the  matter  in  full,  in  a  Bureau 
of  Education  Circular  of  Information. 

The  thanks  of  the  Association  were  ordered  by 
a  rising  vote  to  the  two  distinguished  speakers  of 
the  evening. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  One  of  the  gentlemen  to 
whom  Dr.  Adams  alluded  as  a  co-worker,  is  with 
us  to-night.  We  would  like  to  hear  a  few  remarks 
on  this  subject  from  Prof.  Jameson,  of  Brown 
University. 

J:  F.  Jameson. —  I  have  shared  the  profound 
interest  and  enjoyment  with  which  it  is  evident 
the  conference  has  listened  to  the  paper  of  Dr. 
Adams.  I  can  cordially  reinforce  what  he  has 
stated  in  respect  to  several  points.  Lectures  of  the 
heterogeneous  sort  accomplish  very  little  in  com- 
parison with  those  pursued  upon  some  settled 
plan. 

I  especially  agree  with  what  he  said  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  avoiding  the  appearance  of  handing 
down  something  to  those  to  whom  the  lectures  are 


given.  The  average  American  knows  a  great  deal 
more  than  at  first  sight  appears.  He  does  not 
need  to  be  patronized,  to  be  talked  down  to,  be- 
cause he  has  already  a  good  basis  of  information. 
He  ought  not  in  justice  to  be  underestimated.  I 
have  been  greatly  interested,  aside  from  these 
practical  questions,  in  the  aspect  of  the  movement 
as  a  sign  of  the  times.  In  the  middle  ages  there 
was  no  barrier  between  the  students  of  England 
and  the  country  people.  Education  was  profoundly 
democratic  The  reformation  and  the  national 
movement  came  at  the  end  of  the  15th  century, 
and  education  began  to  be  an  aristocratic  thing. 
Higher  education  especially  came  to  be  the  pos- 
session of  the  favored  few.  Now  following  the 
movement  towards  political  democracy  has  come 
this  movement  towards  democracy  in  education, 
and  one  of  its  fruits  is  university  extension.  One 
of  the  last  aristocracies  of  the  world  is  the  aris- 
tocracy of  education.  It  is  being  broken  down 
by  such  movements  as  these  of  which  Prof. 
Adams  has  spoken. 

I  should  like  to  say  one  word  as  a  teacher  of 
history  to  the  librarians  here  assembled,  whom  I 
have  never  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  in  this 
way  before.  I  was  asked  this  evening  by  a  friend 
what  could  be  done  to  arouse  a  certain  educa- 
tional institution  from  what  seemed  like  a  tend- 
ency to  provincialism.  I  said  to  him,  make  the 
professors  come  to  these  meetings  and  meetings 
like  these.  I  have  realized  more  fully  than  ever 
before  the  many  points  of  contact  there  are  be- 
tween the  work  of  the  professor  of  history  and 
the  work  of  the  librarian.  Also  as  an  historical 
student  I  would  add  that  any  man  in  America 
who  has  occupied  himself  at  all  with  studies  in 
history,  has  found  himself  more  profoundly  in- 
debted to  librarians  than  to  any  other  class  of 
men. 

Adjourned  10.05  p*  ^* 

EIGHTH  SESSION. 

(FRIDAY,  9.45  A.  M.) 

W:  E.  Foster  read  the  following  report  of  the 

finance  COMMITTEE. 

The  Finance  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer  for  auditing, 
would  report  as  follows:  They  have  examined 
the  report,  with  the  accompanying  vouchers  and 
bankbooks,  and  find  the  entries  to  be  as  therein 
shown,  and  the  footings  and  balances  accurately 
drawn. 

They  wish  in  this  connection  to  draw  the  atten- 
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tion  of  the  Association  to  the  gradually  increasing 
amount  of  the  regular  items  of  expense  from  year 
to  year.  They  find,  on  consultation  with  the 
Treasurer,  that  even  with  the  prospective  pay- 
ments from  membership  fees,  the  available  funds 
in  his  hands  are  not  likely  to  exceed  $550,  while 
the  prospective  expense  from  three  main  items 
alone;  namely,  preliminary  expenses,  proceedings, 
and  stenographer,  is  likely  to  exceed  $750.  They 
would  therefore  earnestly  suggest  the  adoption  of 
one  of  the  two  propositions  for  relieving  the 
Association  from  the  heaviest  of  these  items  — 
the  proceedings  —  that  referred  to  in  Mr.  Flint's 
remarks,  publication  by  the  Bureau  of  Edu- 
cation, or  that  referred  to  in  Mr.  Glenn's 
resolution,  the  raising  of  a  special  fund.  Other- 
wise it  will  undoubtedly  be  necessary  to  withdraw 
the  special  deposit  of  ^co,  made  in  1889. 

William  E.  Foster. 

Charles  C.  Souls. 

Report  was  accepted  and  placed  on  file. 

To  provide  for  an   emergency,  which  it  was 

hoped  would  not  occur,  the   Finance  Committee 

offered  the  following  :  — 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  be  hereby  author- 
ized, in  the  event  of  a  lack  of  funds  from  other 
sources,  after  consultation  with  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, to  withdraw  from  the  Grand  Rapids 
Savings  Bank  the  special  time  deposit  of  ^400 
made  in  1889,  or  any  part  of  the  same. 

S:  S.  Green. —  I  hope  that  special  deposit  will 
not  be  disturbed  until  the  plan  for  the  permanent 
fund  can  be  matured.  We  can  make  up  any  deficit 
by  subscription.  I  think  the  Finance  Committee 
could  easily  collect  $400  or  $500  by  sending  a 
circular  to  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
Association. 

E:  C.  HovEY. —  I  hope  sincerely  that  nothing 
will  be  done  giving  authority  to  any  one  to  with- 
draw that  deposit.  I  look  upon  a  deposit  of  that 
kind  as  sacred ;  not  to  be  used  for  any  yearly 
expense.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  subject  is 
germane  to  the  resolution  which  I  understand  is 
coming  up  later  as  a  report  from  the  Committee 
on  Resolutions.  I  move  the  resolution  coming 
from  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  allowed  to  lie 
on  the  table,  without  prejudice,  until  the  Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions  reports.    Carried. 

B:  P.  Mann  moved  the  following :  — 

Resolved^  That  unless  provision  be  made  for 
printing  the  papers,  papers  read  at  the  meeting 
De  not  printed  in  the  proceedings,  but  only  a1> 
stracts  be  printed,  together  with  the  discussions. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 
W:  C.  Lane  read  a  report  of  the  meeting  of  the 
publishing  section,  Thursday,  p.  m. 


C:  A.  Nelson  moved  that  the  publishing  sec- 
tion be  requested  to  publish  the  essay  part  of  the 
index  as  outlined  in  Mr.  Fletcher's  report,  as  soon 
as  possible. 

B:  P.  Mann  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  the 
words  "whatever  material  is  now  on  hand." 
Lost. 

Mr.  Nelson's  motion  carried. 

SUNDAY  opening. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  I  am  requested  to  call  for 
new  experience  regarding  Sunday  opening. 

W:  E.  Foster. —  On  the  nth  of  May  the  Prov- 
idence Public  Library  opened  for  the  first  time  on 
Sunday,  from  2  to  9.  So  far  the  use  on  Sunday  is 
an  assured  success.  Though  there  was  the  usual 
dropping  off  towards  the  middle  of  the  summer, 
with  the  coming  fall  months  we  expect  to  see  the 
attendance  very  largely  increased.  It  has  already 
been  gratifyingly  large.  One  feature  is  represent- 
ative in  its  character.  A  gentleman  told  me  he 
wished  me  to  know  how  much  service  it  had  been 
to  men  engaged  as  artisans  who  were  anxious  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  collections  connected  with 
the  library,  but  who  had  been  unable  to  do  so 
during  the  week,  either  in  the  day  or  evening.  Find- 
ing the  opportunity  looked  for  in  the  opening  of 
the  library  on  Sunday,  they  had  improved  it  with 
great  regularity.  It  is  precisely  such  cases  as 
these  which  give  us  the  greatest  gratification  for 
opening.  It  was  the  question  of  additional  ex- 
pense which  caused  us  to  hesitate.  The  library 
would  have  been  opened  on  Sunday  in  the  begin- 
ning but  for  that.  The  Sunday  service  involves 
one  additional  employ^ ;  but,  in  connection  with 
what  is  known  as  the  special  Sunday  service,  the 
other  attendants  are  taken  in  rotation. 

C:  C.  SouLE. —  I  should  like  to  ask  Mr.  Foster 
whether  he  and  his  assistants  have  given  personal 
observation  to  the  character  of  the  reading  on 
Sundays;  whether  the  people  that  come  there 
come  simply  as  to  a  place  of  recreation  to  look  at 
illustrated  papers,  or  whether  they  come  for  im- 
proving reading,  that  is,  reading  which  those 
inclined  to  a  strict  observation  of  the  Sabbath 
would  call  proper  reading  for  the  day. 

W:  £.  Foster. —  It  is  largely  made  up  of  the 
latter  class. 

S:  S.  Green. —  I  can  give  emphatic  testimony 
in  answer  to  Mr.  Soule.  All  the  books  in  our 
library  are  available  as  well  as  all  the  magazines 
and  newspapers.  The  people  who  want  amuse- 
ment go  to  Lake  Quinsigamond  and  to  Elm  Park. 
The  number  of  illustrated  papers  or  serials  called 
for  is  simply  insignificant. 
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Mrs.  M.  A.  Sanders. —  Last  year  I  said  that 
our  trustees  opposed  Sunday  opening,  but  in  April 
we  fell  into  the  line  of  progress.  The  results 
show  that  it  ought  to  have  been  done  long  ago. 
The  Sunday  we  opened  there  was  an  attendance 
of  150.  The  least  we  had  on  the  warmest  day  in 
summer  was  56.  Now  the  attendance  is  beginning 
to  increase  again.  I  have  no  doubt  our  rooms  will 
be  full  during  the  winter.  As  to  the  character  of 
the  reading,  some  come  to  look  for  pictures,  some 
come  to  read,  and  all  can  have  any  book  they 
please  by  asking  for  it. 

F:  H.  Hedge. — Our  readers  at  Lawrence  chose 
the  lighter  class  of  literature. 

A.  W.  Whelpley. —  At  Cincinnati  we  have  all 
kinds. 

W:  J.  Hills,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  reported  the 
same  experience  as  Mr.  Green. 

Mellen  Chamberlain. —  Sunday  opening  I 
regard  as  a  success.  Some  years  ago  our  trustees 
requested  an  expression  of  public  opinion  on  the 
question  of  opening  the  library  on  Sunday  after- 
noon and  evening.  Public  notice  was  given  that 
this  measure  would  be  considered.  There  was  no 
attendance  whatever,  except  on  the  part  of  the 
trustees.  I  think  that  a  similar  attempt  to  get  an 
expression  of  opinion  was  twice  made,  and  the 
result  in  both  cases  was  the  same.  So  the  trustees 
did  not  open  the  library  on  the  Sabbath,  being 
satisfied  that  there  was  not  such  a  general  demand 
on  the  part  of  the  public  as  would  justify  the 
increased  expense.  Within  the  last  year  or  two, 
without  waiting  for  any  general  demand,  they 
opened  in  the  evening,  and  also  in  the  afternoon. 
The  experiment  on  the  whole  was  successful.  A 
number  of  people  repair  to  the  library ;  go  there 
on  Sundays  and  on  week  days  because  the  rooms 
are  well  lighted  and  well  warmed.  There  are  con- 
venient chairs  in  which  they  can  repose.  We 
have  always  been  troubled  with  those  vulgarly 
called  '*  bummers.'*  They  are  ^  distress  to  us 
and  to  those  who  are  called  upon  to  associate 
with  them.  Notwithstanding,  the  library  is  a  suc- 
cess. It  has  done  and  is  still  doing  good  work. 
Now  the  same  may  be  said  with  regard  to  the 
extension  of  its  privileges  on  Sunday  afternoon 
and  evening.  There  are  indications  that  about 
the  same  percentage  of  the  class  to  whom  I 
have  referred  repair  to  Bates  Hall  for  the  pur- 
poses I  have  mentioned.  But  we  have  enough 
of  true,  genuine  people,  boys  and  girls,  who  avail 
themselves  of  the  privilege  otherwise  denied  them 
to  consult  literature,  both  standard  and  periodical. 
I  see  no  reason  why  the  trustees  and  the  public 


who  support  the  library  should  not  be  well  satis- 
fied, and  congratulate  themselves  on  the  effect  of 
this  step  forward.  I  wish  to  speak  of  the  matter 
precisely  as  it  is.  There  are  those  who  take 
enthusiastic  views  with  regard  to  the  eagerness  of 
the  public  to  avail  themselves  of  such  opportuni- 
ties. We  have  no  indication  of  that,  but  an  exhi- 
bition of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  a  number  that  is 
steadily  increasing  to  inform  themselves  about 
matters. 

O.  L.  Whitelaw. — Is  there  any  library  repre- 
sented here  that  opens  on  regular  holidays  ?  Some 
pressure  has  been  brought  to  bear  to  have  our 
library  open  every  day  in  the  year. 

On  show  of  hands,  16;  12  being  open  every 
day  in  the  year. 

C:  A.  Nelson. — We  are  open  every  day  except 
Mardi  Gras.  Our  Sunday  opening  has  not  added 
to  our  expenses. 

Miss  E.  M.  CoE. — We  are  open  every  day  ex- 
cept 4th  of  July,  Thanksgiving,  and  Christmas. 
This  applies  to  our  circulating  as  well  as  to  the 
reference  department.  How  many  libraries  have 
their  circulating  departments    open  every  day  ? 

Five  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

W^  C.  Lane. —  The  Publishing  Section  has  for 
sale,  at  $20,  nine  sets  of  Cushing*s  Anonyms. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  In  this  work  the  Publishing  Sec- 
tion invested  $100,  and  for  that  $100  we  shall  get 
back  $200  quickly.  In  many  cases  that  come  up 
the  Executive  Committee  can  carry  a  good  thing 
over  the  dead  line  by  such  aid  as  this,  which  is  not 
always  a  loss.  In  this  first  experiment  we  shall 
clearly  double  our  money.  We  need  a  small  work- 
ing capital  for  such  uses. 

university  extension. 

I  should  not  have  time  to  say  what  I  want  to  say  on 
university  extension  if  we  stayed  here  for  a  solid 
week.  I  simply  want  to  make  a  point  in  three  or 
four  sentences.  I  earnestly  ask  the  attention  of  the 
librarians  to  that  point.  Prof.  Adams  presented  last 
night  some  facts  about  this  great  movement  of 
university  extension,  but  I  doubt  if  many  of  you  have 
looked  deeply  enough  to  recognize  what  it  really 
means.  This  idea  is  endorsed  by  others  who  have 
looked  into  it  with  considerable  care.  The  world's 
notion  of  education  was  originally  a  very  limited, 
elementary  education,  confined  to  the  aristocratic 
few,  a  very  few  indeed.  It  was  for  the  rich,  not 
for  the  poor;  for  man,  not  for  woman ;  for  white^ 
not  for  black;  for  native,  not  for  Chinese  or  In. 
dian.  It  was  the  least  possible  education  to  the 
smallest  possible  number.    Then  the  idea  grew 
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that  education  ought  to  be  universal,  and  it  spread 
through  the  civilized  world  till  the  belief  became 
general  that  elementary  education  should  be  uni- 
versal.  Thep  higher  education,  a  thing  for  the 
aristocratic  few,  began  to  go  through  the  same 
stages ;  it  was  for  man,  not  woman ;  for  rich,  not 
poor ;  for  white,  not  black.  This  idea  took  the 
same  course  as  the  former  one.  Instead  of  sim- 
pie  elementary  education,  we  have  higher  educa- 
tion, and  the  theory  is  now  dominant  to  make 
higher  education  for  woman  the  same  as  man. 
Look,  for  instance,  at  Vassar,  Wellesley,  Smith 
and  Bryn  Mawr,  and  at  our  Association  of  Colle- 
giate Alumnae,  representing  almost  a  score  of  high 
grade  colleges  for  women,  or  open  to  women  on 
equal  terms.  This  summer  the  girls  have  led  at 
Cambridge  at  home,  and  at  Cambridge  abroad, 
where  a  girl.  Miss  Phillipa  Fawcett,  ranked  the 
senior  wrangler,  the  highest  honor  in  England.  It 
is  not  only  in  the  colleges,  but  all  over  the  country, 
that  women  are  doing  wonderful  work. 

We  are  just  on  the  eve  of  another  great  broad- 
ening. The  old  belief  was  that  education  was  for 
the  young;  that  it  was  to  be  given  wholly  in 
schools  —  from  kindergarten  to  college.  Now  it  is 
in  the  air,  not  only  in  this  country  but  abroad,  that 
there  is  one  step  more  to  be  taken ;  that  education 
is  not  simply  for  the  early  years  of  life,  and  not 
simply  to  be  carried  on  in  schools,  but  that  it 
must  be  carried  on  by  other  institutions  and 
through  life.  This  last  broadening  means  that 
the  library  is  the  necessary  complement  of  the 
school.  The  library  is  the  natural  centre  for  this 
work.  The  point  I  want  to  lodge  in  yoar  minds 
is  this  :  This  subject  of  university  extension  is  to 
us  specially  interesting,  because  it  is  around  the 
library's  work  that  it  must  revolve.  If  education 
is  to  go  on  through  life,  it  must  be  done  by  insti- 
tutions outside  of  the  school.  In  recognition  of 
this,  the  library  claims  a  place  among  the  colleges 
and  universities.  It  is  an  idea  which  the  State 
now  recognizes.  After  all  most  of  our  education 
comes  through  what  we  get  from  the  printed  page. 
The  library  is  the  college,  not  only  for  the  poor 
but  for  the  rich ;  not  only  for  those  who  leave  the 
common  school  but  for  those  who  leave  the 
university.  We  have  in  our  State,  and  you  have 
in  all  your  States,  hundreds  of  men,  graduates  of 
colleges,  teaching  school,  engaged  in  business,  and 
in  professions,  who  want  encouragement  and 
stimulus. 

Besides  the  library  I  believe  the  museum  b  to 
take  an  important  place.  I  do  not  dare  enlarge 
on  that;    it   would  take  too    much  time.    The 


lecture  system,  as  Dr.  Adams  pointed  out,  is 
changing  from  the  old  notion  of  popular  enter- 
tainment, which  was  most  fragmentary.  It  was  as 
if  you  went  to  college  to-day  and  had  one  subject, 
and  to-morrow  you  had  quite  another.  In  the 
course  of  a  year  or  two,  you  had  the  old  subjects 
again.  We  still  have  the  lecture,  but  organized 
systematically  and  producing  good  results. 

The  people's  university  means  this  —  that  every 
city  and  town  of  any  size  will  in  the  future,  and 
not  so  very  far  ahead,  have  its  schools  for  its 
young  and  its  people's  college  for  the  rest  of  the 
community,  both  young  and  old.  A  people's  col- 
lege means  the  library  as  a  central  factor.  This 
idea  is  gaining  ground  very  rapidly,  and  we  are 
beginning  to  get  that  broader  view  of  our  mission. 
I  expect  that  you  will  read  carefully  the  volume 
on  university  extension  which  Prof.  Adams  is 
going  to  bring  out  for  the  Bureau  of  Education. 
I  am  glad  that  he  discussed  it  in  that  judicial 
spirit.  Had  he  given  only  the  rose-colored  view, 
some  would  go  home  from  here,  and  make  the 
experiment;  and  when  it  did  not  succeed,  it 
would  be  like  a  bucket  of  cold  water.  If  we  face 
the  fact  that  we  succeed  after  making  mistakes, 
we  shall  be  safer.  University  extension  is  our 
peculiar  province.  We  must  recognize  our  duty, 
and  do  this  work.  I  hope  Dr.  Adams  will  add 
his  own  opinion  as  to  whether  this  is  not  the  true 
view,  and  whether  the  library  is  not  the  most  natu- 
ral local  centre  all  through  the  country  for  these 
influences  emanating  from  our  best  universities. 

H:  B.  Adams. —  What  I  said  last  evening  was 
in  the  direction  of  a  description  of  the  move- 
ment of  university  extension  rather  than  its 
relation  to  libraries.  I  spoke  of  that  three  years 
ago,  and  the  practical  fruit  of  that  discussion 
has  been  seen  in  the  work  of  Mr.  C  run  den 
at  St.  Louis  and  Mr.  Larned  at  Buffalo.  It 
is  part  of  a  great  democratic  movement  be- 
longing to  the  19th  century;  it  is  organized 
effort  on  the  part  of  university  men  to  raise, 
uplift  the  masses,  to  carry  out  from  academic 
cloisters  the  fruits  of  the  higher  learning.  Now 
I  want  to  bear  a  little  more  upon  the  practical 
point  as  to  what  librarians  can  do  in  the  promo- 
tion of  this  great  movement  in  America.  Very 
little  has  been  done.  What  I  described  last  night 
was  tinged  with  some  degree  of  failure ;  it  was  in 
the  line  of  initial  experiments,  and  only  partly 
successful.  What  remains  to  be  done  is  organ- 
ized systematic  work  in  connection  with  existing 
institutions.  Librarians  cannot  work  alone.  You 
cannot  institute  university  extension  in  your  libra- 
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rics  without  the  cooperation  of  the  highest  forces 
in  the  community.  There  must  be  cordial  and 
sympathetic  alliance  with  the  college,  with  the 
university,  with  the  mechanics'  institute,  the  labor 
union,  the  literary  club, —  all  the  forces  of  the 
country,  town,  or  city,  that  make  for  the  elevation 
of  the  people.  I  hope  when  these  librarians  go 
home  to  their  own  towns  and  cities,  they  will 
study  the  situation,  and  atteihpt  to  work  in  line, 
not  individually,  but  in  cooperation  with  the  best 
forces  of  their  communities.  Discuss  the  matter 
with  the  school  teacher,  the  local  clergyman,  the 
trustees  of  the  library,  the  mayor,  or  selectmen,  or 
public  men  of  influence,  and  try  to  organize  a 
student  association,  an  educational  society,  at  the 
head  of  which  there  shall  be  some  prominent  man 
who  will  command  the  respect  of  all  sects.  In 
its  unsectarian  character  the  library  commands  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  the  Roman  Catholic,  of 
the  Jew,  and  of  all  Protestant  sects.  It  is  better 
fitted  to  give  us  an  educational  clearing-house 
than  any  institution  in  the  country.  The  work  of 
organizing  and  preparing  this  course  can  best  be 
done  by  the  friends  of  the  library. 

My  second  point  is  this.  In  those  communities 
where  there  is  prospect  of  a  new  library  building, 
the  librarians  and  the  trustees  of  libraries  ought  to 
see  to  it  that  there  is  some  provision  made  for  the 
classroom.  Mr.  Dewey  said  that  the  public 
library  is  the  people's  college.  If  it  is  the 
people's  college,  it  must  become  the  people's  class- 
room.  It  must  not  depend  upon  the  college  or 
town  hall.  It  must  have  its  own,  and  you  should 
be  very  careful  to  have  it  of  a  size  adapted  to  the 
classes.  No  class  of  twenty-five  or  fifty  will  fill  a 
big  audience  room  seating  i,ooo  to  1,500  people. 
I  am  authorized  to  say  that  the  great  Newberry 
library  in  Chicago,  in  its  plans  of  the  new  building, 
has  provided  for  classrooms  of  moderate  size, 
seating  an  audience  such  as  university  extension 
lectures  can  command.  As  you  know,  there  are 
already  libraries  in  this  country,  as  in  Buffalo, 
where  classrooms  exist.  In  the  future,  such  pro- 
vision should  be  always  made. 

Again,  librarians  can  render  a  very  important 
service  in  classifying  library  materials  for  specific 
purposes.  They  can  make  their  library  focus 
upon  such  questions  as  those  raised  by  Henry 
George,  or  the  Socialists.  If  a  man  like  John 
Fiske  comes  to  lecture  on  American  history, 
books  should  be  grouped,  lists  posted  in  the 
library,  printed  in  the  newspapers.  Thus  Mr. 
Crunden,  of  St.  Louis,  cooperated  with  the  lect- 
ure course  of  Dr.  Bemis. 


There  are  certain  great  forces  in  every  town 
and  city  that  by  cooperation  can  make  for  what 
they  call  university  extension.  Those  foremost 
are  the  library  and  school  system.  Yoo  all  know 
how  these  cooperate.  Second  is  the  church,  the 
church  guild,  the  church  dub,  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  the  Young  Women's  Chris- 
tian Association.  That  is  the  religious  group. 
Then  in  certain  towns  there  is  a  college  or  univer- 
sity, the  culmination  of  the  educational  system.  In 
most  towns  there  are  also  institutes  of  one  sort  or 
another,  like  the  Pratt  Institute  in  Brooklyn. 
There  are  mechanics'  institutes  in  the  manufact- 
uring towns,  and  labor  unions.  These  are  the 
units  for  composition.  If  the  libraries  work  upon 
these  units,  they  can  stimulate  them.  These 
forces  are  all  in  sight.  They  are  not  to  be  sought 
for ;  they  are  here,  and  only  need  to  be  properly 
utilized.  And  they  are  advancing  more  clearly 
into  view,  just  as  these  mountains  around  you 
take  shape  with  the  rising  of  the  mist. 

One  point  more  in  dosing.  Mr.  Dewey  said  I 
was  to  prepare  a  report  for  the  Bureau  of  Educa- 
tion on  this  subject  of  university  extension. 
There  is  very  little  to  report,  except  on  the 
English  side.  I  want  to  have  something  to  report 
on  the  American  side.  I  hope  before  another 
year  is  passed  that  there  will  be  a  great  many  of 
these  assemblies  in  American  cities.  I  wish  to 
ask  this  favor  of  American  librarians:  Kindly 
send  me  at  Baltimore  whatever  accounts  may 
appear  in  the  newspapers,  in  the  reports  of  libra- 
ries or  of  local  societies,  that  may  come  to  your 
attention.  I  shall  endeavor  to  utilize  all  such 
material  in  the  construction  of  this  government 
report.  You  all  know  that  something  concrete, 
something  with  flesh  and  blood,  influences  the 
public  mind  a  great  deal  more  than  philosophical 
theory.  The  fact  that  this  thing  has  been  done  in 
Buffalo  and  other  towns  of  America  will  have 
more  weight  with  the  community  than  any  recom- 
mendation by  a  theorist.  An  ounce  of  fact  is 
worth  more  than  a  pound  of  theory. 

world's  fair  library  exhibit. 

F.  P.  Hill  presented  the  following  suggestions 
in  regard  to  A.  L.  A.  exhibit  at  the  World's  Fair, 
in  order  to  bring  out  discussion  and  the  views  of 
different  members  of  the  Association. 

1.  That  the  A.  L.  A.  should  be  represented  at 
the  World's  Fair,  and  represented  in  such  a  way 
as  to  reflect  credit  upon  the  Association. 

2.  That  this  matter  should  be  taken  up  by  the 
Association  and  not  left  to  the  individual  libraries 
to  attend  to. 
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3.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  at  this  meet- 
ing to  perfect  plans  and  present  them  at  the  next 
meeting. 

4.  That  a  competent  person  be  placed  in  charge 
of  the  exhibit  whose  duty  should  be  to  answer  all 
questions  and  explain  such  systems  of  classifica- 
tion  as  may  be  represented. 

5.  That  the  exhibit  be  a  comparative  and  ex- 
haustive one. 

6.  That  a  model  library,  showing  modem  meth- 
ods of  classifying  and  cataloging  books,  be  ar- 
ranged in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  building. 

7.  That  the  matter  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
such  a  person  as  Miss  Cutler,  of  the  Library 
School.  The  lively  interest  of  teachers  and  pupils 
would  result  in  giving  us  the  very  best  plans. 

8.  That  each  library  be  represented  by  plans, 
methods,  blanks  etc.,  but  that  it  should  be  through 
the  Association,  sent  to  this  committee  and  ar- 
ranged in  a  systematic  manner. 

9.  That  at'  the  proper  time,  say  next  year,  a  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  in 
and  near  the  city  of  Chicago,  be  appointed  to  see 
that  a  good  position  is  assigned,  and  attend  to 
such  other  matters  as  would  naturally  come  before 
such  a  local  committee. 

On  motion  of  W:  I.  FLETCHER,  seconded  by 
C:  A.  Nelson,  the  first  suggestion  was  adopted  as 
the  sense  of  the  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Sec.  Dewey,  the  remaining  sug- 
gestions were  referred  to  a  special  committee  of 
five. 

The  chair  subsequently  appointed  F:  P.  Hill, 
Weston  Flint,  Miss  M:  S.  Cutler,  C:  A.  Nelson, 
C:  R.  Dudley. 

6:  P.  Mann  presented  a  resolution  in  regard  to 
an  index  to  technological  literature  in  preparation 
by  the  Patent  Office.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Resolutions. 

ENDOWMENT. 

W:  I.  Fletcher  o£fered  from  the  Committee  on 

Resolutions  the  following: — 

Resolvedy  That  there  be  added  to  the  Standing 
Committee  a  Committee  on  Publication,  to  consist 
of  three  members. 

Resoived,  That  the  Committee  on  Publication  be 
requested  to  consider,  and  authorized  to  carry  out 
a  plan  by  which  a  permanent  fund  may  be 
provided,  the  income  of  which  shall  be  devoted  to 
the  publication  of  the  proceedings  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
and  of  other  publications  issued  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  A.  I^.  A.    Resolutions  were  adopted. 

E.  C.  HovKY.—  What  are  the  prospects  of  a 

report  from  this  committee  on  that  subject  ? 

Pres.  Crundbn.*^  They  will  have   to   report 


through  the  Library  journal,  for  there  will  not  be 
another  meeting  of  the  Association  till  next  year. 

£.  C.  HovEY. — It  seems  to  me  that  what  we 
want  now  is  to  take  some  action  for  the  raising  of 
money.  If  it  go  to  a  committee  to  be  considered 
this  will  take  some  time,  and  will  not  be  effective 
in  procuring  immediate  funds.  We,  coming  from 
the  different  States,  should  make  it  our  business 
to  collect  this  money.  We  need  not  join  in  any 
compact  or  offer  resolutions.  Let  us  make  up 
our  minds  to  have  it  paid  in  before  a  certain  time. 
There  are  two  ways  to  raise  money  —  one  is  to  re- 
solve to  raise  it,  and  that  is  not  very  successful ; 
the  other  way  is  to  raise  it.  I  move  we  raise  this 
money  before  the  first  of  January,  and  not  be  con- 
tent with  any  sum  less  than  $10,000.  It  must  be 
understood  that  the  money  is  for  a  permanent 
fund,  only  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used.  I 
will  pledge  the  State  of  Massachusetts  to  send  to 
the  Treasurer  of  this  Association  I500  on  or  before 
January  i. 

J:  M.  Glenn. — I  think  if  this  is  left  in  this  way, 
that  many  of  us  will  not  act.  If  we  have  an 
active  committee,  of  which  Mr.  Hovey  will  be 
one,  they  may  get  the  money  by  the  15th  instant. 
There  will  be  no  trouble  in  raising  that  money 
before  the  ist  of  January,  but  I  think  the  best 
way  to  do  it  is  to  have  an  active  committee  of  busi- 
ness men. 

E.  C.  Hovey. — I  don't  antagonize  that  resolution. 
You  can  pass  it  and  as  many  as  you  please.  In  my 
opinion  that  is  not  the  way  to  accomplish  the 
object.  I  don't  wish  nor  do  I  intend  to  be  on  the 
committee  for  raising  money.  Furthermore,  if  I 
have  in  my  possession  on  the  31st  day  of  Decem- 
ber I500  for  this  purpose,  and  if  by  that  time  the 
rest  of  that  fund  shall  not  have  been  secured  from 
other  sources,  the  A.  L.  A.  does  not  get  a  cent  of 
that  money.  I  intend  to  collect  this  money  indi- 
vidually; going  to  my  friends  and  telling  them  of 
the  object.  If  the  members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  don't 
show  enough  enthusiasm  in  other  States  to  raise 
money,  they  can't  have  mine.  Perhaps  I  shall 
turn  it  into  the  publishing  section.  But  money  is 
not  to  be  raised  by  me  and  paid  into  the  Associa- 
tion unless  other  States  do  the  same  thing.  Here 
I  am  a  new  member,  a  novice,  yet  I  see  the  abso- 
lute need  of  money.  It  is  all  very  well  to  appoint 
a  committee  and  give  them  a  resolution,  but  when 
will  they  come  in  and  make  their  report  ?  And 
when  they  do,  I  can  hear  even  now  the  president 
say,  "  The  report  has  been  received  and  will  be 
placed  on  file." 

Sec.  Dewey. — I  have  started  a  list  with  Massa- 
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chusetts,  1 500.  If  a  man  is  in  earnest,  he  will 
undertake  to  raise  a  certain  sum  in  his  State, 
though  it  be  only  |ioo.  Such  pledges  are  made 
on  the  condition  of  $10,000  being  raised. 

E.  C.  HovEY.  —  I  will  pay  the  $500  if  I 
have  the  assurance  of  the  President  that  the  other 
members  are  working. 

C:  A.  Nelson. —  If  this  committee  is  appointed, 
every  member  of  this  Association  can  go  out  and 
say,  I  am  raising  this  money  by  endorsement  of 
the  Association.  If  without  this  resolution  I  go  to 
a  rich  acquaintance  and  ask  for  $100,  he  will  say, 
To  whom  are  you  going  to  pay  this  money  ? 

W:  I.  Fletcher. —  I  suppose  an  old  war  horse 
like  me  can  always  be  permitted  to  instruct  a  nov- 
ice, as  Mr.  Hovey  calls  himself. 

E.  C.  Hovey. —  Not  in  raising  money !  (Laugh- 
ter.) 

W:  I.  Fletcher. —  Perhaps  Mr.  Hovey  does 
not  know  that  the  State  of  Massachusetts  is  half 
of  the  United  States  in  library  matters.  Let  him 
look  up  the  evidence  in  this  matter,  and  see  if  I  am 
not  instructing  him  correctly.  It  was  the  inten- 
tion that  this  committee  should  at  this  meeting 
provide  some  means  by  which  we  could  be  de- 
livered from  this  difficulty  in  publishing  our 
proceedings.  An  hour's  work  might  enable  them 
to  present  a  financial  means  afforded  by  Mr.  Hov- 
ey*s  suggestion  of  having  it  pledged  on  the  spot. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  It  seems  to  me  the  best  solution 
will  come  in  this  way:  Our  constitution  provides 
that  the  Finance  Committee  shall  have  charge  of 
all  collections.  Now  we  put  on  the  Publication 
Committee  men  to  do  work  that  is  not  in  the  line 
of  the  men  who  can  raise  money  best.  The 
Finance  Committee,  carefully  guarding  expenses, 
might  not  be  the  most  enthusiastic,  energetic  men 
to  push  the  fund.  We  have  work  for  the  Finance 
Committee  and  work  for  the  Publication  Com- 
mittee, and,  we  have  a  special  object  at  this  time, 
the  raising  of  a  working  fund.  It  seems  to  me  we 
should  appoint  a  special  committee,  to  report  this 
evening  or  to-morrow  morning  on  a  plan  for  rai.<i- 
ing  the  fund. 

Prcs.  Crunden. —  That  will  involve  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  resolutions. 

Resolutions  reconsidered  and  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  I  move  a  special  committee  to 
devise  a  plan  for  raising  an  endowment.    Voted. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  I  appoint  as  a  committee  to 
devise  that  plan,  and  to  report  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, Messrs.  Glenn,  Hovey,  Carver,  Sexton,  and 
Whitelaw. 


On  motion  of  C:  A.  Nelson,  the  matters  of  the 
increase  of  dues  from  $2  to  $6  for  persons  not  en- 
gaged in  library  work,  either  as  librarians  or  trus- 
tees, and  of  salary  for  a  paid  assistant  secretary, 
were  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

place  of  the  next  meeting. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  There  has  been  an  invitation 
from  a  State  noted  for  boundless  hospitality,  Cali- 
fornia. 

The  following  letter,  from  Miss  Tessa  L.  Kelso, 
was  read : 

"  As  Secretary  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  I  wish  to  extend 
to  you,  in  behalf  of  our  community,  as  represented 
by  the  Board  of  Directors  and  Librarian  of  the 
Los  Angeles  Public  Library,  an  invitation  to  visit 
our  city  in  1891,  to  hold  the  annual  conference  of 
the  Association. 

"Mr.  J:  V.  Cheney,  Librarian  of  the  San  Francisco 
Public  Librarv,  will  be  in  attendance  at  the  meet- 
ing  this  year,  and  can  present  the  attractions  and 
advantages  of  our  country  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

"Should  you  conclude  to  come  to  the  Pacific 
Coast  and  make  San  Francisco  the  objective  point, 
it  would  still  afford  us  an  opportunity  to  entertain 
you  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  which  we 
would  take  the  greatest  pleasure  in  doing. 

"  I  trust  this  matter  may  have  your  serious  con- 
sideration, and  regret  exceedingly  that  I  cannot  be 
present  to  discuss  it  with  the  members  of  the 
Association." 

J:  V.  Cheney. —  I  call  for  the  reading  of  several 
other  letters  relating  to  this  invitation. 

Letters  were  read  from  Miss  Ina  D.  Coolbrith, 
of  the  Oakland  Public  Library,  from  J.  C.  Rowell, 
Librarian  of  the  University  of  California,  from  W. 
F.  Poole,  of  Chicago,  and  Herbert  Putnam,  of 
Minneapolis. 

EXCURSIONS. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  If  Mr.  Cheney  will  allow  me, 
I  wish  to  make  one  remark.  In  addition  to  this 
letter  from  Mr.  Putnam,  which  charges  us  with 
making  excursions,  I  received  one  from  a  libra- 
rian, not  here,  because  he  did  not  dare  to  present 
again  to  his  trustees  this  matter  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
conferences,  as  they  were  so  opposed  to  anything 
that  looked  like  a  pleasure  excursion.  If  they  re- 
quested him  to  attend,  he  would  be  glad  to  go,  as 
he  knew  well  there  was  something  besides  junket- 
ing in  them. 

With  these  facts  in  view,  the  committee  planned 
a  convention  which  should  be  a  business  conven- 
tion.   That  is  the  reason  my  remarks  about  ex- 
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cursions  have  been  rather  severe,  and  have,  per- 
haps, shown  more  feeling  than  they  should. 

Miss  M.  I.  C RANDALL. —  I  had  special  instruc- 
tions from  my  trustees  to  go  up  Mt.  Washington. 

A.  W.  Tyler. — There  are  very  few  librarians 
who  have  time  or  money  to  take  long  vacations, 
and  a  majority  do  come  to  these  meetings  with  the 
intention  of  making  some  trip.  I  attended  every 
session  of  the  Round  Island  meeting,  and  did  not 
catch  one  fish.  There  are  two  sides  to  the  ques- 
tion. As  I  was  faithful  there,  I  speak  for  the 
other  side  here. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  I  will  say,  as  I  said  last 
night,  that  any  librarian  whose  expenses  are  de- 
frayed by  his  library,  has  no  more  right  to  spend 
time  in  making  excursions  than  a  commercial 
traveler  has  to  go  fishing  on  his  firm's  time. 

PLACE  OF  NEXT  MEETING. 

J:  V.  Cheney.— If  you  can  throw  your  minds 
back  over  the  chasm  which  has  intervened  be- 
tween this  moment  and  the  reading  of  the  letters 
of  invitation,  I  would  add  to  them  such  words  as 
I  can  with  this  Boston  attachment  to  my  voice.  I 
need  not  explain  that  you  are  invited  to  meet 
next  year  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  I  suppose  there 
may  be  raised^one  objection ;  I  can  conceive  of  but 
one,  the  expense,  and  I  ask  you  to  let  that  rest 
for  a  few  minutes  until  I  have  finished,  when 
my  friend  Pickett,  of  Chicago,  will  present  to  you 
the  figures,  and  utterly  banish  it  from  your  minds. 

This  invitation  is  broad  and  long,  Mr.  President. 
It  is  broader  and  longer  than  any  that  could  come 
from  New  England;  and  if  —  as  did  our  learned 
friend  in  his  address  of  welcome  the  other  night  — 
you  choose  to  consider  altitude  rather  than  acre- 
age, it  comes  from  heights  that  range  so  far 
above  these  that  bid  the  sunlight  smile  over  the 
land,  that  they  dwindle  to  the  size  of  a  nine-pin. 
If  I  wished  to  show  you  that  this  invitation  is 
from  a  land  of  beauty,  I  should  point  you  to  that 
queen  city  sitting  by  the  gate  of  the  sea;  I  should 
point  you  farther  down  the  coast  to  that  stray  bit 
of  paradise,  Monterey ;  or  I  should  point  you  still 
farther  down  to  Santa  Barbara,  where  lingers  yet 
the  old  Spanish  language,  and  where  it  is  always 
afternoon.  And  as  a  contrast  to  this,  I  should 
lead  you  suddenly  to  the  Yosemite,  whose  invita- 
tion to  you  is  in  a  voice  far  kinder  than  the  thun- 
der that  rattles  from  crag  to  crag  of  the  Sierra 
Nevada ;  and  lastly,  I  should  bring  you  to  that 
peak,  15,000  feet  high,  sovereign  Shasta,  bowing 
to  welcome  you  as  you  approach. 

Now,  if  you  were  a  selfish  body,  California  could 
address  you  on  the  selfish  side.    But  I  utterly 


waive  that.  I  wish  you  to  put  that  out  of  your 
minds  as  much  as  possible.  Think  first  of  your 
duty. 

You  remember  the  old  master  who  had  a  mon- 
arch for  a  pupil.  The  monarch  was  continually 
pressing  him  for  some  word  as  to  his  progress. 
"  Well,"  said  the  master  one  day,  "  there  are  three 
kinds  of  violm  players ;  the  first  cannot  play  at 
all ;  the  second  can  play  badly,  and  the  third  can 
play  well.  I  congratulate  your  majesty  on  having 
reached  the  second  stage."  That  is  about  our 
situation  on  the  Pacific  Coast  with  regard  to  libra- 
ries ;  we  are  in  the  second  stage.  I  have  crossed 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  these  letters  have  fol- 
lowed in  my  wake,  to  ask  this  body,  in  the  legiti- 
mate prosecution  of  its  business,  in  the  legitimate 
doing  of  its  duty,  to  come  to  that  coast  which  it 
has  neglected  for  fifteen  years  —  in  other  words, 
since  it  was  born — and  push  us  on  to  the  third  stage. 
We  have  money ;  we  have  some  books,  but  we 
need  library  buildings.  Why,  you  who  sit  here  in 
the  centres  of  culture,  you  who  sit  here  in  your  old 
world  complacency,  know  not  the  need  of  us  who 
wrestle  in  the  sage  brush  and  track  the  yellow 
sands  of  the  prairie.  I  simply  say  to  you  that  the 
presence  of  this  national  association  on  the  Pacific 
Coast  would,  in  my  judgment  —  and  I  think  you  will 
agree  with  me — do  more  good  the  coming  year  than 
would  result  from  its  meeting  in  any  other  place. 
There  is  no  place  that  needs  you  so  much  ;  no 
place  has  been  so  much  neglected.  Even  if  we 
had  material  enough,  we  need  the  stimulus  which 
it  is  the  particular  province  of  the  Association  to 
provide.  When  it  was  learned  that  I  was  to  come 
on  here,  the  editor  of  our  leading  State  paper,  the 
oldest  of  them,  paused  in  the  heat  of  a  political  con- 
flict in  which  he  himself  was  very  much  interested, 
to  write  words  which  prove  that  San  Francisco  will 
know  you  when  you  come,  and  take  care  of  you 
while  you  stay. 

[Mr.  Cheney  read  an  extract  from  a  San  Fran- 
cisco journal.] 

Even  the  invitation  I  have  given  you,  the  in- 
vitation from  the  city  of  San  Francisco  and  the 
State  of  California,  the  invitation  from  the  li- 
braries, the  invitation  from  San  Diego  to  Siskiyou, 
from  the  region  of  the  orange  to  the  region  of  the 
pine,  from  the  entire  Pacific  coast,  is  to  be  sup- 
plemented. I  will  call  upon  Mr.  Dudley,  of 
Denver,  and  then  upon  Mr.  Pickett,  of  Chicago. 

C:  R.  Dudley. —  I  came  here  with  the  idea 
that,  as  the  Association  had  never  met  in  a  west- 
ern city,  Denver  was  the  place  for  meeting  next 
year.     I  was  fully  prepared  to  extend  in  a  very 
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amiable  way  an  invitation  to  that  effect ;  but  after 
talking  with  Mr.  Cheney  I  have  decided  that 
Denver  is  not  the  place.  Yet  I  will  say  this :  In 
that  little  frontier  town  which  is  sometimes 
spoken  of  poetically  as  the  Queen  City  of  the 
Plains,  there  are  two  small  libraries,  doing  pretty 
well  for  their  size  and  the  light  they  have  had.  I 
think  they  would  be  immensely  benefited  by  a  stop 
over  of  the  Library  Association,  and  I  supplement 
what  Mr.  Cheney  has  said  by  inviting  you  to  take 
in  Denver  on  your  trip  either  going  out  or  coming 
back,  and  to  allow  us  to  see  and  entertain  you. 

C:  C.  Pickett. —  The  light  from  Chicago  will 
now  give  you  the  cold  facts.  It  has  been  said  in 
this  meeting  that  we  are  working  towards  junk- 
eting trips.  It  was  precisely  because  we  under- 
stood that  a  junketing  trip  was  in  preparation,  and 
that  there  was  great  danger  it  might  be  made,  that 
a  number  of  gentlemen  have  considered  favorably 
this  trip  to  San  Francisco.  A  scheme  had  been 
proposed  for  an  eight  weeks'  trip  to  Europe  to 
gratify  those  librarians  and  their  friends  who  want 
an  opportunity  to  go  "abwoad."  We  have  routes 
over  the  Canadian  Pacific  and  connecting  lines 
which,  I  think,  will  convince  you  that  in  doing 
your  duty  by  going  to  San  Francisco,  and  giving 
the  assistance  needed  there  in  building  libraries, 
you  will  spend  no  more  than  the  Chicago  party 
have  been  compelled  to  pay  this  year  to  come 
to  the  White  Mountains.  The  proposed 
itinerary  is  from  Chicago  (or  from  Boston  and 
New  York  by  way  of  Montreal),  by  the  Canadian 
Pacific  to  Vancouver,  thence  by  rail  or  water  to 
San  Francisco,  returning  by  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  to  Denver,  there  to  disperse  as  you 
please ;  $i  lo  is  the  rate.  I  undertake  to  fill  two 
sleepers  from  Chicago.  We  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  visit  Los  Angeles  and  the  coast,  to  see 
both  North  and  South  California,  and  to  combine 
a  library  conference  with  a  profitable  vacation 
trip.  Therefore  I  invite  your  serious  consider- 
ation of  this  question.  I  believe  you  all  will  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  San  Francisco  is  the  place, 
and  that  if  you  go  there  the  conference  will  be  a 
success.  There  you  can  make  a  large  number  of 
excursions  without  interfering  with  your  legitimate 
business,  and  when  you  are  through  you  will  have 
helped  the  libraries  of  the  West,  have  received  a 
return  for  your  money,  and  will  not  have  gone  on 
a  junketing  trip  at  all. 

Pres.  Crundkn. —  Oratory,  poetry,  and  cold 
facts  all  call  us  west. 

C:  A.  Nelson. —  The  West  has  given  an  invi- 
tation ;  it  is  seconded  by  the  central  cities,  Denver 


and  Chicago;  and,  speaking  for  the  sunny  South, 
I  would  heartily  accept  it. 

W:  F.  Poole. —  I  move  that  the  invitation  from 
California  and  the  West,  to  hold  our  next  meeting 
on  the  Pacific  Coast,  be  accepted. 

C:  A.  Cutter. —  I  had  intended  to  say  some- 
thing in  favor  of  the  motion,  as  I  seconded  it,  but 
I  shall  have  to  reverse  the  old  saying,  and  praise 
those  who  have  said  all  my  good  things  before 
me.  One  point,  however,  I  wish  to  make.  I 
second  the  motion  precisely  because  California 
offers  the  most  facilities  for  excursions  of  any 
part  of  this  country.  I  have  attended  every 
convention  held  from  the  beginning  of  the  Library 
Association,  and  each  session  of  every  convention 
from  opening  to  end.  Therefore  I  feel  justified  in 
saying  that  I  do  not  come  to  these  meetings 
simply  to  transact  the  business  of  the  Association. 
I  come,  of  course,  to  help  in  transacting  it,  and 
also  to  get  ideas,  and,  if  possible,  to  impart  them ; 
but  I  also  come  to  join  in  the  little  talks  on  the 
train,  in  the  lobby,  and  on  the  excursions,  for  these 
talks  give  us  fully  as  much  benefit  as  anything 
that  goes  on  at  the  regular  meetings.  I  am  sorry 
that  any  trustees  know  so  little  about  our  assem- 
blies as  to  suppose  that  the  junketing  interferes  in 
the  least  with  the  profit  which  we  get  from  them. 
They  ought  to  have  read  last  yearns  proceedings, 
and  they  ought  to  have  talked  with  a  bolder,  more 
persevering,  and  more  experienced  librarian,  who 
would  tell  them  what  really  is  done  here.  I  come, 
too,  to  learn  something  of  the  geography  of  our 
country,  for  this  is  the  only  way  in  which  poor 
librarians  are  likely  to  get  any  practical  acquaint- 
ance with  it.  And  I  come  to  indulge  once  a  year 
a  love  of  nature.  So  I  second  this  motion,  be- 
cause I  wish  to  see  a  mountain  with  a  snow  line, 
as  well  as  one  with  a  tree  line.  Also,  I  should 
like  to  see  Mr.  Cheney  wrestle  in  the  sage  brush. 

R.  A.  Guild.—  I  fully  agree  with  Mr.  Cutter. 
I  have  attended  all  the  meetings  of  the  Associa- 
tion, and  I  have  always  paid  my  own  expenses. 
From  the  beginning  it  has  been  our  aim  to  com- 
bine pleasure  and  profit. 

A.  W.  Whelpley. —  Cincinnati  votes  heartily 
for  San  Francisco. 

S:  S.  Green. —  I  hope  to  see  this  motion  pass. 

W:  Beer.— It  is  the  custom  of  the  British 
Association,  in  selecting  a  place  of  meeting,  not  to 
fear  any  diminution  of  the  attendance.  The 
attendance  has  sometimes  been  enormous,  rising 
into  the  thousands ;  but  another  year,  in  going  a 
great  distance,  the  number  has  fallen  exceedingly, 
but  good  missionary  work  has  been  accomplished. 
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That  is  what  we  are  called  to  do  on  the  Pacific 
Coast.  We  may  suffer  the  loss  of  some  librari- 
ans, but  the  work  will  not  be  diminished  upon 
fresh  ground. 

Wkston  Flint.— I  was  opposed  to  this  Cali- 
fornia trip  when  I  came  here,  but  those  two  weeks 
of  conference  we  shall  have  on  the  cars  will  be  a 
most  interesting  and  valuable  part  of  the  meeting. 

Motion  carried  unanimously. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  Since  I  have  been  put  in  the 
attitude  of  defence,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  am  not  a 
stem  Puritan  who  does  not  believe  in  any  sort  of 
amusement.  My  conduct  on  post-conference  excur- 
sions will  compare  favorably  with  that  of  any  one 
as  to  the  readiness  and  zest  with  which  I  have 
entered  into  all  the  entertainments.  But  I  am 
not  willing  to  see  such  an  important  meeting  as 
yesterday's  broken  up  by  an  excursion.  Our  pri- 
mary business  is  to  attend  the  meetings,  getting 
all  the  enjoyment  we  can  between  them. 

TIME  OF  THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

J:  V.  Cheney. —  In  San  Francisco  in  July  and 
August  the  wind  blows  from  the  sea,  and  some- 
times particles  of  sand  are  in  the  air.  Those  per- 
sons who  are  accustomed  to  looking  at  the  clear 
sky  might  be  disappointed.  September  and  Oct- 
ober are  lovely  months,  so  also  are  the  winter 
months.  You  would  not  strike  as  much  rain  as 
we  have  had  here  unless  it  was  a  very  strange 
season.  It  rains  in  the  night,  and  occasionally 
for  two  or  three  days  together.  So  it  seems  to 
me  it  does  not  make  much  difference  about  the 
weather.  If  it  is  a  little  windy  in  San  Francisco, 
we  can  go  to  Monterey.  I  would  myself  say  May 
or  June,  September  or  October. 

C:  R.  Dudley. —  If  you  are  going  through  Col- 
orado, there  is  no  better  time  to  see  the  Rocky 
Mountains  than  September. 

On  motion  of  Weston  Flint,  the  time  of  the 
next  meeting  was  referred  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee. 

ENDOWMENT. 

J:  M.  Glenn,  for  the  special  Committee  on 
Endowment,  reported :  — 

Resolved,  That  a  permanent  standing  com- 
mittee of  three  be  appointed  at  once,  to  oe  called 
the  Endowment  Committee,  with  power  to  devise 
and  put  into  execution  immediately  plans  for  the 
raising  of  an  endowment  fund  only  the  income  of 
which  shall  be  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  the 
A.  L.A. 

That  the  custody  of  the  Endowment  Fund  shall 
be  committed  to  three  trustees  to  be  elected  at  this 
meeting ;  one  to  hold  office  for  three  years,  one  for 
two  years,  and  one  for  one  year,  and  that  hereafter 
one  trustee  shall  be  elected  at  each  annual  meet- 


ing of  the  Association,  to  hold  office  for  three 
years. 

That  each  trustee,  before  entering  upon  the 
duties  of  this  office,  shall  qualify  therefor  by  giv- 
ing a  bond  in  such  form,  and  for  such  amount  and 
with  such  sureties  as  shall  be  approved  by  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Association. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted,  and  the  President 
announced  as  permanent  committee :  Pliny  T.  Sex- 
ton, J:  M.  Glenn,  and  E.  C.  Hovey. 

P.  T.  Sexton. — Mr.  Hovey  has  pledged  Massa- 
chusetts for  a  contribution  of  at  least  I500.  I 
recognize  the  fact  that  the  fund  cannot  be  made 
too  large,  and  that  a  corresponding  income  can  be 
used  advantageously.  I  will  pledge,  in  behalf  of 
New  York  State,  |i,ooo. 

E.  C.  Hovey. —  Massachusetts  cannot  be  out- 
one  by  New  York.   Massachusetts  pledges  $i,5oa 

Sec.  Dewey.  —  Bibliothecal  poker.  Let  the 
game  go  on. 

P.  T.  Sexton. —  I  move  we  proceed  to  the 
election  of  trustees  for  this  fund.    Voted. 

S:  S.  Green. —  I  move  a  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  to  nominate  trustees.    Voted. 

The  President  appointed  R.  A.  Guild,  S:  S. 
Green,  and  K.  A:  Linderfelt. 

B:  P.  Kf  ANN  moved  a  resolution  on  international 
copyright.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Adjourned  at  12.3a 


NINTH  SESSION 

(FRIDAY,  2.50  P.  M.) 
PATENT  OFFICE  INDEX. 

Committee  on  Resolutions  reported  the  follow- 
ing, which  were  unanimously  passed :  — 

Whereas,  it  has  been  stated  that  the  Library  of 
the  U.  S.  Patent  Office  has  in  preparation  an  index 
to  a  portion  of  the  literature  of  technology, — 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  A.  L.  A., 
the  speedy  publication  of  such  an  index  would  be 
of  very  great  service  to  inventors,  scientists,  and 
the  public  generally. 

Resolved,  That  the  governmental  authorities 
having  control  of  such  work  be  urged  to  prompt 
and  liberal  action  in  placing  the  work  of  the  Patent 
Office  within  reach  of  the  public. 

NEXT  MEETING.  —  PROGRAM. 

Sec.  Dewey.  —  What  meeting  is  this  ?  Our 
programs  do  not  agree.  The  Philadelphia  and 
Catskill  meetings  are  sometimes  counted  and 
sometimes  omitted.  Here  on  my  table  are  three 
documents  giving  three  different  numbers  to  this 
meeting.  All  our  meetings  should  be  counted; 
and  to  settle  the  usage,  I  move  that  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  A.  L.  A.  be  considered  the  13th.    Voted. 
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Sec.  Dewky.  —  I  move  the  Secretary  be  au- 
thorized to  issue  a  postal  size  folder,  respecting 
the  meeting,  three  months  in  advance.    Voted. 

Sec  Dewey. —  Our  proceedings  are  printed  in 
two  places,  separately,  and  in  the  Library  journal ; 
the  consequent  variation  of  paging  causes  much 
annoyance  in  case  of  references.  I  move  that 
hereafter  the  paging  of  the  Library  journal  be 
followed  in  the  proceedings.    Voted. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  In  view  of  the  number  of  sub- 
jects to  be  taken  up  at  our  meetings,  I  move  that 
speakers  be  limited  to  five  minutes.    Voted. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  If  we  could  agree  here  on  some 
matters  in  regard  to  our  annual  programs,  it 
would  save  much  discussion  later.  I  am  not  at  all 
strenuous  except  to  find  out  what  the  majority  of 
the  Association  wants.  I  suggest  we  instruct  the 
standing  committee  to  lay  out  a  program  for  four 
days  of  two  sessions  a  day,  thu^  allowing  the  odd 
half  day  or  evening  for  excursions  and  social 
meetings.  We  have  already  voted  in  the  Associa- 
tion of  State  Librarians  to  meet  two  days  before 
the  A.  L.  A.,  thus  getting  out  of  the  way,  and 
having  ample  time  for  our  own  work. 

Another  plan  would  be  to  make  our  general 
Association  meeting  five  days  or  a  full  week,  and 
to  put  in  the  middle  a  day  or  more  for  excursions 
or  social  features.  Your  standing  committee  may 
be  entirely  unanimous  on  something  that  most  of 
the  Association  will  criticise.  An  expression  of 
preference  here  will  relieve  the  poor  committee 
from  this  criticism.  Some  wish  to  put  all  the  ses- 
sions together,  and  then  the  junketing  at  the  end. 
The  best  results  might  come  from  carr}'ing  our 
work  through  the  week,  and  spending  the  next 
Sunday  together,  and  going  home  Monday.  That 
dodges  the  difficulty  of  Sunday  travel.  This  year's 
program,  you  have  noticed,  has  made  larger  pro- 
vision for  questions  and  discussion.  Every  year 
come  requests  for  more  opportunity  for  discussion. 

I  believe  heartily  in  what  Mr.  Cutter  said,  that 
a  great  deal  of  good  comes  from  the  informal 
meetings,  and  piazza  and  picnic  conferences.  The 
criticism  which  Pres.  Crunden  quoted  about  junk- 
eting came  from  a  man  who  knows  little  of  our 
meetings,  and  jumps  at  his  conclusion.  He  has 
attended  few  of  our  meetings.  This  Association 
justly  has  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  very 
hardest  working  associations  in  this  country.  Let 
us  adopt  a  policy,  and  not  have  the  whole  thing 
turned  up  fresh  every  year.  I  propose  to  offer 
some  resolutions  to  save  these  discussions.  One 
is  a  standing  order  to  issue  our  programs  at  least 
two  or  three  months  before  the  meeting ;  especially 


as  we  are  to  meet  at  the  latter  part  of  our  vaca- 
tions, and  most  people  wish  to  decide  about  com- 
ing before  arranging  their  summer's  outing. 

The  Association  ought  to  maintain  its  dignity 
by  making  a  program  as  good  as  it  can,  and  stick- 
ing to  it,  as  we  have  this  year,  in  spite  of  request 
to  change  it  for  the  most  trivial  reasons. 

S:  S.  Green. — These  questions  ought  to  be  de- 
cided by  the  Standing  Committee. 

ENDOWMENT  TRUSTEES. 

R.  A.  Guild,  for  the  Committee  on  Nominating 
Trustees,  reported  the  following,  who  were  elected : 

For  three  years,  Pliny  T.  Sexton,  of  Palmyra, 
N.  Y.,  Regent  of  the  University  of  the  State  of 
New  York. 

For  two  years,  Norman  Williams,  of  Chicago, 
111.,  President  of  Trustees  of  Crerar  Library. 

For  one  year,  E.  C.  Hovey,  of  Boston,  Mass., 
Trustee  of  Brookline  Public  Library,  Mass. 

ENDOWMENT. 

E.  C.  Hovey. —  The  Permanent  Committee  on 
the  Endowment  Fund  and  the  officers  of  the 
Association  think  it  would  be  well  to  pledge  a 
part  of  the  fund  here  and  now.  New  York  and 
Massachusetts  have  already  been  heard  from,  and 
we  wish  to  know  if  the  scheme  has  the  earnest 
and  practical  endorsement  of  other  States  repre- 
sented here  by  librarians  or  library  trustees. 

Miss  H.  P.  James. —  I  cannot  speak  for  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  but  I  can  for  Wilkesbarre, 
which  will  give  ^loo. 

The  same  amount  was  pledged  from  Chicago 
by  C.  C.  Pickett,  from  Cincinnati  by  A.  W.  Whelp- 
ley,  from  Milwaukee  by  K.  A:  Linderfelt,  from 
Rhode  Island  by  R.  A.  Guild,  from  St.  Louis  by 
O.  L.  Whitelaw,  from  New  Jersey  by  F.  P.  Hill, 
from  Detroit  by  H.  M.  Utley,  from  Denver  by 
C:  R.  Dudley.  Individual  gifts  of  the  same 
amount  were  announced  from  S:  S.  Green  and 
G.  E.  Stechert.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Whitney  pledged 
1 50  from  Kansas  City.  $25  was  pledged  from 
Gloverville,  N.  Y.,  by  A.  L.  Peck ;  from  Lawrence, 
Mass.,  by  F:  H.  Hedge;  from  Topeka,  Kan.,  by 
W:  Beer;  from  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  by  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Sanders;  from  Salem,  Mass.,  by  G.  M.  Jones; 
from  Brookline,  Mass.,  and  from  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  and  from  the  Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  F.  C.  Patten,  H.  Kephart,  G.  W.  Cole, 
W.  H.  Brett,  Miss  C.  H.  Garland,  agreed  to  be 
responsible  for  |io  each,  and  %\o  was  promised 
from  Staten  Island.  The  Library  School  pledged 
|ioo. 
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C:  C.  Pickett. —  I  will  be  responsible  for 
another  hundred  from  Chicago. 

W:  F.  Poole. —  I  am  sure  Chicago  will  give  as 
much  as  Massachusetts. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  We  have  raised  l4,ooo,  but  that 
is  not  decimal  nor  the  place  to  stop.  New  York 
will  add  I500  to  her  pledge  if  the  rest  of  the 
country  will  bring  the  total  pledged  here  to 
$5,000. 

E.  C.  HovEY. — Two  hundred  more  from  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  New  York  will  not  consent  to 
be  outdone  in  any  good  work.  We  wish  to  file  a 
standing  order  with  the  Subscription  Committee 
to  increase  the  pledge  of  New  York  as  fast  as 
any  other  State  raises  the  present  limit. 

K.  A:  LiNDERFELT. —  Milwaukee  doubles  her 
pledge. 

P.  T.  Sexton.  —  I  wish  to  suggest  what  is 
obvious  to  all,  that  the  gentlemen  making  these 
pledges  expect  to  do  far  better.  On  reflection 
they  will  think  of  friends  who  will  be  glad  to  help 
in  soliciting  for  the  fund,  and  in  contributing 
toward  it  This  organization  will  grow  beyond  all 
our  eicpectations,  and  the  need  and  demand  for 
money  will  keep  pace  with  its  growth.  I  therefore 
request,  on  behalf  of  the  committee,  that  every 
one  who  expects  to  solicit  subscriptions  will 
kindly  send  his  name  and  address  to  me  [Pliny  T. 
Sexton,  Palmyra,  N.  Y.],  and  also  add  the  names 
of  those  that  occur  to  them,  as  likely  to  be 
interested,  so  that  all  can  work  together  for  a  com- 
mon purpose. 

S.  F.  Whitney.—  I  suggest  that  the  committee 
prepare  a  statement  of  the  condition  in  which  the 
pledges  place  this  fund,  to  present  to  people 
interested  in  our  work,  and  to  aid  those  who 
solicit  further  subscriptions.  I  move  that  the 
Standing  Committee  prepare  a  circular  which  will 
aid  in  collecting  this  money.    Voted. 

FINANCES. 

W:  E.  Foster  reported  for  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee:—  The  Finance  Committee  do  not  advise 
against  raising  the  amount  of  the  annual  dues,  as 
has  been  suggested,  but  would  point  out  the 
probable  increase  of  expense  in  the  item  of  the 
stenographer,  already  voted,  which  will  require 
over  $100.  and  for  a  paid  Assistant  Secretary,  which 
will  require  $200,  whereas  the  estimated  addition 
to  our  funds  by  the  proposed  increase  of  dues  will 
not  exceed  $100  per  annum. 

It  would  seem  just  to  provide  a  paid  assistant, 
since  there  is  so  much  work  of  detail;  but  the 


present  income  of  the  Association  will  not  allow 
any  provision  for  salaries,  if  the  expense  of 
publishing  the  proceedings  shall  be  borne  by  the 
Association. 

E.  C.  HovEY. —  We  have  about  200  members ; 
the  aggregate  fees  from  those  members  will  be 
about  $400 ;  while  the  special  deposit,  as  I  under- 
stand from  the  Finance  Committee,  is  under  I400. 
Would  not  the  members  be  willing  to  anticipate  that 
I2  in  order  to  put  the  Treasurer  in  funds  ? 

W:  F.  Pools. —  Put  off  action  in  this  matter. 
The  Association  has  many  needs  that  it  cannot 
supply.  The  Treasurer  needs  pay  for  his  work  as 
well  as  the  Secretary.  Our  present  Secretary  has 
been  a  mart3rr  to  the  cause  for  years,  but  we  can- 
not excuse  him  until  he  has  trained  up  others  to 
take  his  place.  Leave  out  the  $200  for  the  Secre- 
tary's assistant,  and  we  shall  be  able  to  make  both 
ends  meet. 

W:  I.  Fletcher  moved  that  the  annual  dues 
of  members  of  the  Association  not  connected  with 
library  work,  either  as  librarians  or  as  trustees,  be 
raised  to  $5. 

After  discussion  by  J:  Edmands,  S:  S.  Green, 
S.  F.  Whitney,  and  W:  F.  Poole,  the  motion  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constitution  and 
By-laws. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  At  the  Thousand  Islands  the 

plan  was  adopted  of  taking  an  informal  ballot 

for  President.    This  was  put  in  the  hands  of  the 

Executive    Board   without    announcement.    The 

constitution  provides  merely  for  the  election  of 

five  members  who  serve  as  an   Executive   Board 

with  full  power  to  act  for  the  Association  in  all 

matters.    An  informal  ballot  was  taken  for  this 

board,  and  then  the  ten  highest  were  counted  as 

candidates  for  the  formal  ballot.    Each  member 

simply  puts  five  names  on  one  of  these  ballot 

cards. 

Voted^  That  an  informal  ballot  for  Executive 
Board  be  had. 

Voted^  That  an  informal  ballot  for  president  be 
conducted  as  heretofore,  for  the  guidance  of  the 
Executive  Board. 

B:  P.  Mann. —  Who  should  vote  ?  I  was,  but 
am  not  now  connected  with  a  public  library. 

C:  C.  SouLE. —  Once  a  librarian,  always  a  libra- 
rian. I  move  that  the  Committee  on  Constitution 
and  By-laws  be  requested  to  provide  that  the 
president,  two  vice-presidents,  the  secretary,  and 
the  treasurer  be  elected  directly-by  the  Association, 
and  that  these  five  shall  constitute  the  Executive 
Board,  with  power  to  appoint  the  other  officers 
and  standing  committees. 
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Wkston  Flint. —  I  doubt  the  wisdom  of  chang. 
ing  our  present  plan.  Select  five  men,  and  trust 
them.  This  is  the  practice  of  most  well-managed 
societies. 

On  motion  of  H:  M.  Utley,  the  matter  was 
referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  C:  €• 
Soule,  W:  E.  Foster,  and  H:  M.  Utley.  The  tel- 
lers announced  the  following  result  of  the  Informal 
ballot  for  the  Executive  Board :  — 

F:  M.  Crunden,  58  S:  S.  Green,  25 

C:  A.  Cutter,  54  W:  E.  Foster,  20 

W:  F:  Poole,  50  C:  A.  Nelson,  16 

Mel vil  Dewey,  48  H:  J.  Carr,  11 

W:  I.  Fletcher,  46  C:  R.  Dudley,  7 

K.  A:  Linderfelt,  30  A:  W.  Wheipley,  5 

C:  C.  Soule,  28  H:  M.  Utley,  6 

Twenty-six  others  receiving  less  than  five  votes 

each. 

Votedf  That  the  Secretary  cast  a  single  ballot  for 
Messrs.  Crunden,  Cutter,  Poole,  Dewey,  and 
Fletcher  as  members  of  the  Executive  Board. 

REGRETS. 

Sec.  Dewey  announced  the  receipt  of  letters  of 
regret  from  Prof.  R.  C.  Davis,  of  the  University 
of  Michigan ;  President  S.  C.  Bartlett,  of  Dart- 
mouth; Mr.  W.  T.  Peoples,  of  New  York;  Mr. 
P.  L.  Ford,  of  the  Library  Journal ;  Mr.  G:  W: 
Curtis,  Chancellor  of  the  University  of  the  State 
of  New  York;  Mr.  Anson  J.  Upson,  Vice-Chan- 
cellor ;  Dr.  W:  H.  Watson,  Regent  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  the  State  of  New  York ;  Mr.  J.  N.  Lamed, 
of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

The  last  mentioned  is  given  below :  — 
My  dear  Mr.  Dewey,— 

Circumstances  again  prevent  my  attendance 
upon  the  Library  Conference.  But  this  counts 
only  two  delinquencies  in  eleven  years;  and  I 
assure  you  that  it  does  not  signify  any  lessening 
of  attachment  to  the  A.  L.  A.,  or  of  interest 
in  its  meetings,  or  appreciation  of  the  teaching 
which  I  always  get  from  them. 

The  Buffalo  Library  will  be  represented  at  the 
meeting  by  Mr.  Ives. 

Please  express  to  the  Association  my  longings 
to  be  with  it  at  Fabyans,  and  my  heartiest  wishes 
for        best  of  good  fortune  to  attend  its  meeting. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  N.  Larned. 

QUESTIONS. 

What  is  the  best  all-round  art  magazine  } 
K.  A:  Linderfelt. —  Magatine  of  Art. 
A.  N.  Brown.—  Art  Amateur. 

How  often  should  the  card  catalog  of  the  library 
be  consulted  in  deciding  the  entry  of  new  books  ? 


W.  S.  BiscoE. — That  depends  on  the  character 
of  the  catalog.    We  consult  ours  constantly. 

How  long  should  new  cards  accumulate  before 
distributing  them  in  the  catalog  ? 

Miss  T.  H.  West.—  Not  at  all. 

B:  P.  Mann. —  Not  less  than  100  or  200  cards 
should  be  distributed  at  a  time.  More  frequent 
distribution  involves  waste  of  time. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  Once  a  day. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  For  personal  use  Mr.  Mann's 
plan  may  do,  as  he  alone  needs  them,  and  recalls 
his  latest  cards.  For  public  use  cards  should  go 
in  at  least  daily,  and  oftener,  if  there  are  many. 

What  is  the  proper  width  between  stacks  ? 

W.  S.  BiSGOE.  —  Three  feet  is  the  common 
width ;  thirty-two  inches  does  well. 

K.  A:  Linderfelt. —  Thirty-one  inches  does 
well  in  Milwaukee. 

Miss  H.  P.  James. —  I  have  had  experience  with 
aisles  twenty-one  inches  in  width.  It  was  a  trying 
experience.    I  would  recommend  three  feet. 

W:  F.  Poole. —  I  regard  three  feet  as  necessary. 

K.  A:  Linderfelt. —  The  hight  of  the  stack 
must  be  considered;  in  some  cases  thirty  inches 
will  be  found  sufficient. 

C:  A.  Cutter. —  The  alley  need  not  be  very 
wide  on  the  floor  if  the  upper  shelves  are  narrower 
than  the  lower,  giving  room  for  the  elbows  and 
for  piles  of  books  carried  in  the  arms.  I  find 
thirty  inches  on  the  floor,  with  thirty-eight  above 
the  ledge,  gives  ample  room. 

Adjourned  at  4.40  P.  M. 

TENTH  SESSION. 

(SATURDAY,  9.I5  A.  M.) 
INTERNATIONAL  COPYRIGHT. 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  reported  the 
following,  which  were  unanimously  adopted : — 

Resolved^  That  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion is  deeply  impressed  with  the  feeline  that  the 
passage  ot  an  international  copyright  law  is  de- 
manded in  the  interests  of  common  justice  and 
national  honesty. 

Resolved^  That  a  member  of  the  American  Li- 
brary Association  be  elected  to  represent  this 
Association  in  the  Joint  Conference  Committee  of 
the  American  Author's  Copyright  League,  and 
the  American  Publisher's  Copyright  League,  with 
power  to  vote  for  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion. 

Resolved^  That  the  Standing  Committee  be  di- 
rected to  secure  the  earliest  possible  distribution, 
by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Education  or 
otherwise,  of  printed  copies  of  the  papers  pre- 
sented at  this  meeting  on  the  position  and  duties 
of  library  trustees,  and  any  other  papers  which 
may  seem  to  them  germane  to  this  subject. 
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CONSTITUTION. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  The  Committee  on  the  Con- 
stitution and  By-laws  will  consist  of  the  two 
named  in  the  resolution,  Crunden  and  Dewey,  and 
Messrs.  Cutter,  Soule,  and  Lane. 

C:  C.  SoULE,  of  the  special  committee  on  the 
mode  of  electing  president,  reported  the  follow- 
ing:— 

The  committee  recommend  for  adoption  this 
resolution : — 

Resolved^  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Association 
that  the  constitution  should  be  so  amended  as  to 
provide  that  the  president,  two  vice-presidents, 
the  secretary  and  treasurer,  shall  be  elected 
directly  by  the  Association,  and  that  these  five 
shall  constitute  the  Executive  Committee,  with 
power  to  appoint  other  officers  and  standing  com- 
mittees.   Adopted. 

world's  fair. 

F.  P.  Hill,  of  the  temporary  committee  on  the 
World's  Fair,  reported  as  follows :  — 

The  committee  to  whom  the  matter  of  an 
A.  L  A.  exhibit  at  the  World's  Fair  was  referred 
would  recommend  that  a  permanent  committee  of 
five  be  appointed  to  arrange  plans  for  an  A.  L.  A. 
exhibit  at  the  World's  Fair.  Said  committee  to 
report  details  at  the  next  conference. 

The  committee  also  recommend  that,  in  addition 
to  the  working  committee  mentioned  above,  an 
advisory  committee  of  five  be  appointed. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted,  and  the  chair  appointed  the  following  as 
a  permanent  working  committee:  Miss  M.  S. 
Cutler,  Miss  F.  E.  Woodworth,  Messrs.  F.  P.  Hill, 
F:  H.  Hild,  and  Melvil  Dewey.  And  the  following 
as  an  advisory  committee :  Messrs.  W:  F.  Poole, 
Weston  Flint,  C:  C.  Soule,  C:  A.  Nelson,  and 
Miss  E.  M.  Coe. 

UNIVERSITY  EXTENSION. 

Miss  H.  p.  James  read  a  private  letter  from 
Dr.  Alexander  Hill,  master  of  Downing  College, 
Cambridge,  relating  to  university  extension.  An 
extract  is  printed  below :  — 

"We  have  been  doing  something  in  trying  to 
persuade  people  to  cultivate  their  book  life. 
Since  its  formation,  twelve  months  ago,  I  have 
been  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
*  National  Home  Reading  Union,"  which  already 
numbers  7,000  members.  ...  I  want  to  keep  it 
under  the  influence  of  the  universities,  and  to 
insure  that  in  choice  of  books  and  arrangement 
of  courses  the  standard  is  always  a  little  above 
the  people,  being  determined  by  competent 
specialists.  We  have  had  two  very  successful 
"summer  assemblies,"  —  the  program  this  year 


especially  being  truly  marvelous,  and,  I  am  glad 
to  say,  appreciated  by  our  audiences  who,  if  they 
can  remember  and  reflect  upon  their  fortnight's 
lectures,  will  have  had  a  working  substitute  for  a 
liberal  education ;  for,  after  all,  the  virtue  of 
education  is  not  that  it  leaves  a  store,  but  that  it 
develops  a  habit  of  acquisition  and  shapes  a 
taste." 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Sanders  read  her  report 

READING  for  THE  YOUNG. 

Pres.  Crunden  read  the  following  from  a  letter 
from  Rev.  J.  C.  Learned,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. : 
"  Please  make  me  a  member  of  the  Association, 
and  subscribe  for  the  Library  journal  for  me." 

members'  expenses  paid. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  To  answer  a  question  asked 
yesterday,  I  will  request  all  librarians  present 
whose  expenses  were  paid  by  their  libraries,  to 
rise. 

Twenty-six  rose. 

How  many  have  their  time  given  them  ? 

Forty-seven  rose. 

S:  S.  Green. —  My  trustees  would  do  both  if  I 
asked  them. 

How  many  came  entirely  at  their  own  expense  ? 

Thirty-two  rose. 

Miss  £.  M.  Coe.  —  I  had  money,  but  not  time 
given. 

S.  F.  Whitney. —  I  wish  *  to  express  gratitude 
for  the  circular  letter  sent  to  trustees. 

On  motion  of  W:  I.  Fletcher,  it  was  voted  to 
print  the  paper  contributed  by  Prof.  D.  P.  Todd  on 

LIBRARIES  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 
{Seep,  48.) 

A.  W.  Tyler. —  South  Africa  has  over  thirty 
American  librarians. 

W:  I.  Fletcher. —  These  libraries,  however, 
are  British  in  their  origin  and  administration. 

Mrs.  Melvil  Dewey. —  Shall  we  meet  there 
next? 

TRUSTEES. 

E.  C.  HovEY  read  a  resolution  adopted  by  the 
trustees  present. 

{See  report  of  Trustees^  Section,) 

Miss  E.  M.  Cos. —  I  wish  a  resolution  would 
be  added  to  that  one,  urging  all  trustees  to  attend 
these  meetings  themselves.  We  librarians  need 
the  presence  and  advice  of  the  practical,  level- 
headed business  men  who  largely  constitute  our 
boards.     . 
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Sec.  Dewey. —  Speaking  of  trustees  brings  to 
my  mind  something  in  the  past  which  this  meeting 
promises  to  free  us  from  in  the  future.  Nathan 
Hale,  when  things  were  not  going  quite  to  suit  him 
in  the  Board  of  Trustees,  would  say  in  his  peculiar 
tone,  "  Boards  are  long  and  narrow ;  they  are 
made  of  wood**  And  it  was  sometimes  e£fective 
in  changing  the  drift. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  I  call  upon  Mr.  Sexton  to 
say  something  on  the  duties  of  trustees,  and  their 
relations  to  librarians. 

P.  T.  Sexton. —  I  doubt  if  I  can  add  anything 
to  what  has  been  already  so  well  said  on  that  sub- 
ject. The  thought  uppermost  in  my  mind  is,  that 
trustees  should  segregate  their  duties  distinctly 
from  those  of  the  librarian,  and  be  earnest  and 
diligent  in  the  performance  of  those  duties,  leaving 
to  the  librarian  the  largest  possible  latitude  within 
his  special  sphere.  It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me 
to  assure  you  who  know  so  well  the  capacity  of 
the  director  of  the  New  York  State  Library,  that 
this  policy  is  carried  out  there.  We  leave  to  Mr* 
Dewey  almost  entirely  the  matters  of  detail  and 
policy  that  relate  to  the  special  function  of  the 
library  itself.  It  would  be  folly  to  do  otherwise. 
If  we  bear  any  proper  relation  to  his  action  upon 
those  subjects,  it  is  that  of  restraint  more  than 
anything  else.  I  vividly  recall  at  my  first  meeting 
with  the  Board  of  Regents,when  one  of  the  old  mem- 
bers, expecting  to  see  what  he  did  on  my  face, — 
an  expression  of  amazement  at  the  marvelous 
energy  with  which  Mr.  Dewey  was  cutting  out 
work  for  us,  and  doing  it  almost  all  himself, — 
said :  "  Mr.  Sexton,  about  the  only  duties  we  have 
since  Mr.  Dewey  came  here  is  to  sit  on  his  coat 
Uils." 

J:  M.  Glenn. —  I  think  the  papers  which  have 
been  read  so  completely  cover  the  ground  that 
there  is  nothing  left  to  be  said  as  to  what  trustees 
ought  to  do ;  at  the  present,  at  any  rate.  I  heartily 
endorse  the  views  set  forth  in  them.  I  hope  they 
will  be  promptly  printed  and  distributed.  I  wish 
to  thank  you  for  the  information  and  the  inspira- 
tion I  have  gained  at  this  meeting. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  I  may  say,  in  behalf  of  the 
Association,  that  we  are  very  well  satisfied  with 
the  work  of  this  year.  The  work  done  by  the  few 
trustees  who  have  been  here  has  exceeded  our 
most  sanguine  expectations. 

W:  I.  FLETCHEfi. —  I  fear  the  sample  has  been 
a  little  beyond  the  average  stock. 

E.  C.  HovEY. —  If  the  sUtement  Mr.  Fletcher 
has  just  made  is  true,  that  the  sample  is  better 
than  the  stock,  it  is  your  own  fault.    I  contend 


that  the  position  of  a  trustee  of  a  public  library  is 
more  important,  more  honorable,  and  contains  a 
field  for  greater  usefulness,  than  that  of  any  other 
honorary  position.  It  is  a  position  of  the  greatest 
trust,  and  one  that  requires  qualifications  which 
we  should  like  to  see  but  do  not  very  often  see  in 
bank  directors ;  viz.  a  careful  study  into  the  duties 
which  they  have  accepted,  and  a  determination  to 
attend  to  those  duties  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
institution.  I  feel  that  our  libraries  are  suffering 
today  very  largely  for  want  of  earnest,  intelligent 
workers  on  the  boards  of  trustees.  The  librarians 
of  the  country  can  do  nothing  better  than  to  insist 
that  their  trustees  should  be  men  of  enthusiasm 
and  earnestness.  I  agree  heartily  with  what  a  libra- 
rian said  to  me  the  other  day,  in  describing  the 
relation  which  should  exist  between  trustee  and 
librarian,  —  **  the  librarian  should  push  the  trustees, 
and  the  trustees  should  push  the  librarian."  I 
hope  between  this  and  the  next  conference  there 
will  be  a  great  deal  of  pushing  on  both  sides. 

W:  E.  Foster. —  As  a  librarian  I  wish,  for  the 
moment,  to  take  seriously  Mr.  Fletcher's  humorous 
suggestion,  and  to  say  that,  in  my  judgment,  the 
sample  present  is  quite  representative  of  the  qual- 
ity of  trustees  at  Jarge.  I  know  of  so  many 
instances  in  which  it  has  been  the  practice  of 
trustees  to  be  present  at  these  meetings,  who  are 
not  here  now  on  account  of  unavoidable  detention, 
and  of  engagements  over  which  they  had  no  con- 
trol, that  I  am  very  sure  to  speak  in  derogation  of 
trustees  in  general  would  do  injustice  to  a  large 
number. 

P.  T.  Sexton. —  I  request  that  after  this  session 
adjourns  the  trustees  will  remain  for  the  purpose 
of  making  an  organization  for  our  own  personal 
satisfaction,  and  to  strengthen  our  hands  in  this 
effort  to  enlist  the  assistance  and  secure  the  pres- 
ence of  library  trustees  at  future  meetings  of  this 
Association. 

H.  B.  Adams. —  Some  gentlemen  have  asked 
me  to  join  this  party  of  trustees,  saying  they 
were  a  somewhat  small  and  persecuted  body.  As 
a  trustee  of  my  Alma  Mater  (Amherst),  which 
has  \,  library  and  one  of  the  best  librarians  in  the 
country,  I  think  it  is  quite  proper  for  me  to 
accept.  This  organization  surely  should  include 
representatives  of  college  and  university  libraries. 
I  am  very  confident,  from  what  I  know  of  some 
collegiate  institutions,  that  both  librarians  and 
trustees  need  enlightenment  upon  library  methods 
and  upon  good  administration.  You  may  think, 
from  what  has  been  said  of  colleges  and  universi- 
ties, that  they  are  very  modem  and  progressive 
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institutions;  but  you  will  find  that  in  some  as 
antiquated  methods  of  distributing  books  obtain, 
as  anywhere  in  the  country. 

INTERNATIONAL  COPYRIGHT. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  We  are  fortunate  in  having 
with  us  a  gentleman,  who,  although  not  a  library 
trustee,  has  always  manifested  his  interest  in  libra- 
ries in  a  practical  and  substantial  manner.  He  is 
also  a  gentleman  to  whom  the  whole  country  is 
indebted  for  his  e£forts  in  behalf  of  the  interna- 
tional copyrights.  I  am  very  sure  you  will  all  be 
glad  to  hear  from  the  distinguished  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island. 

Senator  Ch ACE. —  I  feel  a  little  trepidation  in 
speaking  in  the  presence  of  those  who  represent 
the  garnered  wisdom  of  all  the  ages,  so  to  speak ; 
for  I  always,  when  I  see  a  librarian,  carry  in  my 
mind  a  certain  impression  that  he  or  she,  whichever 
it  may  be,  knows  the  contents  of  all  those  books 
stored  away  on  the  shelves ;  but  I  will  be  brief, 
because  I  know  your  time  is  precious.  I  want  to 
congratulate  you  on  the  step  you  have  taken  in 
publishing  to  the  world  that  you  are  heartily  in 
accord  with  the  movement  to  remove  this  blot 
from  the  escutcheon  of  the  American  people.  If 
you  will  pardon  me,  I  want  to  suggest  a  line  of 
action.  This  matter,  like  all  others,  is  found,  when 
you  come  to  grapple  with  it,  to  be  covered  up  by 
that  everlasting  influence  —  the  money  influence  — 
the  selfishness  of  mankind.  Really,  the  strongest 
oppK)sition  to  the  enactment  of  an  international 
copyright  law  has  come  from  the  press;  from 
those  papers  called  "  outsiders,"  that  is,  the  papers 
which  buy  their  sheets  printed  on  one  side,  with 
certain  advertisements  paid  for.  These  sheets  are 
distributed  throughout  the  country  in  great  quan- 
tities. Editors  of  country  newspapers  buy  them 
from  the  central  organization  or  company  in 
New  York  or  Philadelphia.  This  company,  or 
rather  companies  —  for  there  is  one  in  the  West,  I 
think  —  are  in  the  habit  of  pirating  foreign  novels. 
They  stereotype  them,  o£fer  so  many  columns  at 
so  much  a  foot,  and  then  appeal  to  their  clients 
to  stand  by  them  and  protect  them  from  being 
obliged  to  pay  for  what  they  steal.  They  oppose 
this  law  because  they  say  it  is  going  to  add  very 
largely  to  their  expense.  This  is  not  exactly  true. 
The  average  cost  of  these  novels  and  stories  is  not 
more  than  $ioa  Of  some  of  them,  a  great 
many  thousand  copies  are  printed.  There  has 
been  an  estimate  made  that  the  additional  cost  to 
the  ordinary  country  newspaper  would  be  about 
twelve  dollars  a  year.  Yet  these  newspapers  are 
•trong  opponents  to  the  passage  of  a  copyright 


law.  The  point  I  wish  to  make  is  this :  You,  from 
your  position,  come  in  contact  constantly  with  the 
reading  members  of  your  different  communities, 
and,  by  dropping  a  word  here  and  there,  I  have  no 
doubt  you  can  exercise  a  very  strong  influence  in 
overcoming  this  false  and  pernicious  sentiment 
which  exists  in  many  communities.  The  opposi- 
tion to  the  copyright  bill  is  in  a  very  small  degree 
metropolitan.    It  is  mostly  in  the  country  districts. 

There  is  one  other  suggestion  I  wish  to  make. 
From  many  years*  residence  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, and  from  having  had  frequent  occasion  to 
use  the  Congressional  Library,  I  have  come  to 
feel  very  deeply  the  immense  loss  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States  are  suffering  for  the  want  of  a 
cordial  support  of  that  great,  tremendous  affair  on 
the  part  of  the  representatives  from  the  country 
districts.  I  have  myself  frequently  heard  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives  propositions 
made  that  the  library  should  be  burned  up.  The 
books  and  pamphlets  are  jammed  into  as  little 
space  as  possible,  and  now  and  then  they  appro- 
priate a  few  hundred  dollars  for  the  library  pur- 
poses, instead  of  appropriating  a  large  sum,  as  the 
government  ought  to  do  every  year,  to  purchase 
the  best  foreign  publications.  That  library  ought 
to  be  the  pride  of  the  country.  At  present  one  of 
its  most  valuable  collections  is  stored  in  the  cellar 
of  an  old  building  largely  constructed  of  wood,  and 
liable  to  be  burned  up  at  any  time.  There  are, 
however,  some  things  in  the  city  of  Washington 
we  have  cause  to  feel  a  national  pride  in.  We 
have  the  finest  medical  library  and  collection  in 
the  world.  Dr.  Billings  says  there  is  scarcely  a 
day  in  the  year  that  physicians  from  all  parts  of 
the  world  do  not  come  for  the  especial  purpose  of 
consulting  that  library.  It  is  the  outgrowth  of  the 
medical  department  of  the  anny,  and  began  dur- 
ing the  war.  It  has  been  persistently  built  up  by 
the  medical  directors  of  the  army.  I  know  your 
duties  are  numerous,  and  your  work  never  done ; 
yet  if  you  can  find  time  to  drop  a  word  here  and 
there,  as  I  have  suggested,  you  will  accomplish 
much  for  the  causes  mentioned. 

You  have  come  here,  I  suppose,  to  exchange 
ideas,  and  I  am  sure  good  will  result  from  it.  I 
have  been  reminded,  while  sitting  here,  of  a  story 
connected  with  a  little  village  among  the  moun- 
tains, in  the  northern  part  of  this  State.  Three 
horse  jockeys  were  once  traveling  in  the  vicinity, 
when  the  roads  became  so  blockaded  with  snow 
that  they  could  not  get  out  of  the  village  all  win- 
ter. Now  these  horse  jockeys  must  have  some 
vent  to  their  disposition  to  trade,  so  they  traded 
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with  each  other,  and  in  the  spring  each  found 
he  had  the  same  horse  with  which  he  began 
trading,  and  had  made  a  hundred  dollars  to  boot. 
I  sincerely  hope  you  will  come  out  as  well. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  There  are  a  number  of  people 
here  present  whom  we  have  not  formally  welcomed 
to  the  Association.  I  think  I  voice  the  sentiments 
of  all  present  when  I  say  the  Association  hopes 
that  those  who  have  dropped  into  these  meetings, 
if  they  feel  so  inclined,  will  join  with  us  in  full 
membership.  The  Executive  Committee  has 
authority  to  elect  |any  persons  interested  in  our 
work ;  and  you  must  all  see  from  our  spirit  that 
nothing  would  give  us  greater  pleasure.  We  hope 
all  who  have  met  with  us  have  enjoyed  our  sessions, 
even  though  they  do  not  care  to  be  considered 
permanent  members.  Both  the  New  York  Li- 
brary  Association  and  the  State  Library  As- 
sociation have  voted  this  week  to  ask  those  in- 
terested in  their  work  to  join  with  them,  and 
there  must  be  numbers  of  librarians  interested  in 
the  special  work  going  on  in  these  sections  who 
ought  to  be  recorded  as  members.  This  involves 
practically  no  expense,  and  insures  that  you  get 
promptly  all  printed  matter  pertaining  to  the  work. 
Every  public  librarian  has  deep  practical  interest 
in  this  work,  which  underlies  the  specific  work  of 
his  own  library. 

Voted^  That  the  final  adjournment  of  this  meet- 
ing be  at  Boston,  Sept.  19,  1890. 

MR.    ROSENAU. 

W.  H.  Brext. —  I  wish  to  ask  for  information 
in  regard  to  the  attempt  of  a  gentleman  in  Buffalo 
to  furnish,  by  cooperation,  libraries  with  publica- 
tions relating  to  sociological  subjects. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  Mr.  Rosenau,  Secretary  of 
the  Charity  Organization  Society  of  Buffalo,  pro- 
posed to  collect  reports  of  all  charitable  and  benev- 
olent institutions,  also  State  reports  on  health, 
labor,  statistics,  etc.,  and  send  them  to  libraries  that 
subscribe  towards  the  cost  of  collection  and  trans- 
portation. Those  interested  can  get  full  par- 
ticulars by  writing  to  Mr.  J.  N.  Lamed. 

W:  L  Fletcher.  —  I  received  this  circular 
from  Mr.  Rosenau  with  Mr.  Larned*s  endorse- 
ment. It  goes  to  my  heart  not  to  fall  in  with  any 
cooperative  movement;  but  I  laid  the  matter 
before  my  library  board,  and  I  have  been  obliged 
to  concur  in  the  opinion  of  a  practical  member  of 
that  committee,  that  the  cost  was  too  great.  For 
the  first  year  we  were  to  become  liable  to  a 
payment  of  ^50  for  what  Mr.  Rosenau  might 
be  able  to  send  us.    A  small  amount  expended 


in  postage  would  secure  a  much  larger  portion  of 
these  reports  than  we  are  now  receiving.  I  will 
say,  however,  that  from  Mr.  Rosenau's  point  of 
view,  the  sum  was  not  too  large,  considering  the 
few  subscriptions  he  was  likely  to  receive.  I  had 
hoped  some  arrangement  might  be  made  by  which 
the  charge  to  libraries  could  be  proportioned  to 
the  things  received. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  I  said  at  once,  when  this  Buffalo 
plan  was  first  proposed,  that  we  would  subscribe 
for  it,  but  I  pointed  out  to  Mr.  Lamed  that  it 
would  result  as  it  has.  We  are  very  unlikely  to 
find  any  man  or  institution  that  will  do  this  work 
for  any  length  of  time  without  compensation. 
The  price  fixed  will  not  pay,  but  it  is  so  large  as 
to  defeat  the  plan.  My  invitation  to  those  inter- 
ested to  join  the  State  librarians  or  local  State 
associations,  hits  exactly  this  point.  This  is 
one  definite  work  for  these  associations.  A  State 
clearing-house  for  duplicates,  reports,  etc.,  is  the 
only  satisfactory  plan  yet  proposed,  and  in  every 
State  library  there  should  be  a  distribution 
agency  at  State  expense,  which  would  be  so 
trifling  that  the  bill  could  be  passed  by  any  de- 
cent legislature.  We  can  do  what  Mr.  Rosenau 
seeks  to  do  for  charity  in  all  other  lines.  Every 
library  in  the  State  will  benefit  by  it  without  fees.  If 
you  help  us  we  will  get  this  great  work  done.  We 
will  put  this  plan  in  operation  in  New  York  within 
a  year,  I  think.  The  New  Hampshire  people  will 
also  promise  to  do  it  We  must  follow  this  plan 
up  State  by  State,  till  we  have  this  matter  of 
pamphlets,  reports,  duplicates,  etc.,  taken  care  of. 

W:  I.  Fletcher. — We  may  have  to  wait  till  Mr. 
Bellamy  furnishes  us  with  decent  legislatures. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  It  is  one  of  the  delightful 
things  of  this  conference  to  find  so  large  and 
attentive  an  audience  here  the  last  morning.  We 
have  a  number  of  questions  which  I  should  like 
answered  before  we  separate. 

questions. 

What  is  the  best  covering  for  floors  in  reading- 
rooms,  passages,  etc.,  with  regard  to  noiselessness, 
durability,  cheapness,  odorlessness  ? 

Five  librarians  recommended  linoleum. 

Sec.  Dewey. —  On  the  other  hand,  I  have  been 
disappointed  in  it.  I  prefer  oak  floors  with  rugs. 
But  I  have  made  only  a  single  experiment,  and  am 
not  ready  to  declare  against  linoleum  or  corticene 
(which  is  also  made  of  ground  cork)  as  the  best 
for  many  library  uses. 

Why  is  there  objection  to  the  slips  in  the  front 
of  the  Geological  Survey  Reports  ? 
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W:  I.  Fletcher. —  They  are  not  and  cannot 
readily  be  adapted  to  the  requirements  of  differ- 
ent card  catalogs. 

Is  it  advisable  to  give  to  certain  persons  un- 
restricted access  to  the  shelves  of  a  public 
library  ? 

Questioner  referred  to  recent  symposium  in  the 
Library  journal. 

Would  it  not  be  wise  and  useful  to  adopt  some 
concerted  plan  of  library  statistics  to  be  followed 
by  our  libraries? 

Sec.  Dewey. —  The  value  of  statistics  is  greatly 
decreased  from  the  lack  of  uniformity  in  tabula* 
tion.  I  move  that  a  committee  be  appointed  on 
the  uniformity  of  library  statistics.    Voted. 

The  Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Flint,  Biscoe  and 
Foster. 

Should  new  books  be  loaned  to  library  attend- 
ants } 

A:  W.  Whelpley. —  Yes,  unless  they  abuse 
the  opportunity  afforded  them  by  their  position. 
It  is  desirable  that  they  should  become  acquainted 
with  the  character  and  scope  of  accessions  to  the 
library. 

G.  M.  Jones. —  At  Salem  we  have  found  it 
necessary  to  forbid  our  attendants  this  privilege. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  Our  experience  has  been  the 
same. 

A.  W.  Tyler. —  I  have  always  insisted  that  the 
public  should  have  the  first  chance  at  the  new 
books. 

Miss  E.  M.  CoE. —  Our  assistants  are  allowed 
to  take  them  out  only  on  special  permission. 

How  far  should  works  of  fiction  be  duplicated  ? 

A.  W.  Whelpley. —  This  is  a  vexed  question. 
We  find  it  best  to  have  fifty  copies  of  Ben  Hur. 

Pres.  Crunden. —  We  have  a  duplicate  collec- 
tion of  popular  works  of  fiction,  and  charge  an 
extra  fee  for  their  loan. 

What  are  the  advantages  of  iron  uprights  and 
shelves  ? 

Sec.  Dewey. — My  opinion  of  their  advantages 
is  steadily  decreasing. 

C:  A.  Cutter. —  I  still  believe  in  the  iron 
stack ;  it  is  cheaper  than  wood ;  it  takes  less  room ; 
it  does  not  obstruct  light  and  air  so  much. 

B:  P.  Mann. —  The  roughness  sometimes  com- 
plained of  in  case  of  iron  work  can  be  overcome 
by  the  Bower- Barff  process. 

W:  I.  Fletcher  and  F.  B.  Gay  reported 
trouble  from'  the  wooden  shelves  slipping  from 
the  supports  in  iron  stacks. 


C:  A.  Nelson  and  Miss  H.  P.  James  reported 
an  opposite  experience. 

What  is  the  best  appliance  for  adjustable 
shelves  ? 

Sec.  Dewey. —  The  cranked  pin  which  I  found 
first  in  the  Biblioth^que  Nationale,  and  now  made 
by  the  Library  Bureau,  is  much  the  best  pin.  The 
Scott-Smith  system  used  by  the  Providence  and 
Detroit  public  libraries  so  successfully,  has  also 
great  merits,  and  has  been  put  in  the  Bureau 
catalog.  In  England  Tonk's  system  is  much 
used.  In  case  of  wooden  uprights,  screw  eyes 
are  cheap  and  effective,  though  less  convenient 
than  the  others  mentioned. 

A.  W.  Whelpley. —  How  many  had  difficulty 
in  getting  Stanley's  last  work  after  having  sub- 
scribed for  it  ? 

Twenty  raised  their  hands. 

How  many  received  a  discount  ? 

Six. 

W:-I.  Fletcher. —  This  discount  must  have 
been  received  from  the  agent,  and  not  from  the 
publishers. 

On  motion  of  K.  A.  Linderfelt  it  was  voted  that 
the  session  be  continued  till  all  papers  had  been 
read. 

C:  A.  Nelson  read  his  paper  on 

how  books  were  bought  for  our  library. 

J.  M.  Glenn  presented  a  report  of  the  organiz- 
ation of  the 

trustees*  section. 

(Sit  p.  IS3,  iS4') 

While  this  report  was  read,  the  members  of  the 
section  stood,  in  order  that  the  meeting  might 
know  what  trustees  were  present. 

P.  T.  Sexton. —  We  trustees  feel  it  great  cause 
for  congratulation,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  As- 
sociation who  have  become  accustomed  to  recognize 
the  value  of  woman's  cooperation  will  heartily 
congratulate  us  that  there  is  among  our  number 
one  noble  woman.  If  I  could  single  out  any 
one  ground  of  encouragement  for  the  hope  which 
this  Association  gives  to  humanity,  it  is  based 
upon  the  fact  that  so  large  a  number  of  the 
librarians  of  the  country  are  women.  I  have  been 
highly  gratified  in  seeing  here  so  many  charming 
and  cultivated  women  engaged  in  this  work.  I 
have  always  been  an  admirer  of  woman,  and  since 
my  marriage  a  confessor  of  her  superiority.  All 
men  who  have  made  their  mark  in  the  world  find 
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that  whatever  has  made  them  worth  being  remem- 
bered can^be  easily  traced  back  to  the  tutelage  of 
the  good  mother.  When  such  influences  shall 
dominate  our  land,  when  all  men  shall  come  to  be 
of  the  character  of  these  women  we  are  meeting 
here,  surely,  my  friends,  the  millennium  will  have 
dawned. 

£.  C.  Richardson  read  his  paper  on 

ANTEDILUVIAN  LIBRARIES. 

{Stf  p.  40.) 
L.  H.  Steiner  read  his  paper  on 

THE  FUTURE  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

(See  p.  44.) 

BOOK  SELECTING. 

Sec  Dewey. —  In  organizing  and  getting  the 
A.  L.  A.  into  good  running  condition,  we  have 
almost  totally  neglected  what  most  people  would 
expect  to  be  its  chief  work.  For  the  past  I 
presume  this  has  been  wise,  but  it  is  high  time 
that  we  do  more  with  practical  bibliography,  for 
after  all  has  been  said  about  methods  and  appli- 
ances, legislation  and  buildings,  catalogs  and 
classifications,  they  are  all  tributary  to  the  main 
thing,  the  supply  of  the  best  books.  I  propose, 
therefore,  as  one  of  the  significant  steps  to  be 
taken  this  coming  year,  that  we  have  a  biblio- 
graphical session  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  devoted,  not 
to  the  antiquarian  or  curious,  but  to  practical 
cooperation  in  finding  out  the  best  available  books 
on  those  subjects  oftenest  wanted  in  our  library. 
We  had  a  taste  of  this  work  over  the  question, 
"  Which  is  the  best  all-around  art  magazine  ? " 
and  I  doubt  if  any  session  would  be  more  profitable 
than  one  confined  to  comparing  judgments  and 
experiences  of  individual  books. 

No  work  proposed  by  the  A.  L.  A.  met  with 
warmer  approval,  and  promised  greater  usefulness 
than  the  A.  L.  A.  catalog  which  I  outlined  in 
o  lume  I  of  the  Journal,  and  which  in  1879,  ^^ 
the  Boston  meeting,  we  enthusiastically  decided 
to  push  through,  Mr.  F:  B.  Perkins  taking  editorial 
charge.  His  appointment  a  little  later  as  librarian 
in  San  Francisco  stopped  the  work,  and,  while  no 
one  has  lost  faith  in  its  value,  we  have  not  done 
much  actual  work.  The  committee  of  seven 
appointed  at  Buffalo  placed  the  matter  in  my 
hands,  but  I  have  as  yet  made  little  progress.  The 
promise  that  it  should  be  printed  by  the  Bureau  of 
Education  in  sections,  made  by  Gen.  Eaton 
and  confirmed  by  Conmiissioner  Dawson,  will,  I 
hope,  be  carried  out,  as  we  have  in  the  new  com- 


missioner a  man  especially  identified  with  library 
interests.  Without  rehearsing  the  manifold  uses 
of  this  A.  L.  A.  catalog  as  a  check  list  in  selecting 
books  for  buying  or  reading,  either  in  private  or 
public  libraries,  I  must  sum  it  up  as  the  most 
important  single  thing  that  the  A.  L.  A.  can  do. 

While  we  were  delaying  for  want  of  men  and 
money  to  carry  out  our  plans,  Mr.  Swan  Sonnen- 
schein,  a  London  publisher,  put  his  own  time  as 
author  and  his  capital  and  facilities  as  publisher 
enthusiastically  into  the  work,  and  brought  out 
under  the  title  "  Best  Books  "  a  selection  of  about 
25,000    titles.    The    book  was    remarkably  well 
received,  and  the  edition  soon  exhausted.    When 
I  was  in  London  some  months  ago,  he  insisted  to 
me  that  the  first  edition  was  so  faulty  that  he  was 
heartily  ashamed  of  it,  and  showed  me  the  im- 
provements he  proposed  to  introduce  in  a  second 
edition.    This  contains  about  50,000  titles,  repre- 
sents American  literature  much  better,  and  gives 
much  more  of  the  brief  annotations  which  serve 
as  a  guide  to  the  character  of  the  book.    I  was 
convinced,  in   looking  over  Mr.   Sonnenschein's 
ms.,  that  if  he  would  bring  out  the  new  edition 
it  would  be  by  far  the  most  available  basis  for  our 
A.  L.  A.  catalog  work ;  and,  feeling  sure  of  the 
cooperation  of  all  librarians  interested,  I  promised 
to  take  at  least  100  copies  if  he  would  bring  out 
the  enlarged  edition.    I  have  here  on  the  desk 
advance  sheets  of  perhaps  half  the  book  for  your 
inspection.    The  plan  decided  on  is  to  place  in 
the  hands  of  those  interested  in  the  A.  L.  A. 
catalog  scheme  these  copies,  each  one  having  its 
number  recorded.    The  price  is  not  yet  fixed,  but 
it  will  be  much  cheaper  in  proportion  than  the 
first    edition,    probably    about    |6.     Those  who 
order  will    be   guaranteed  the    largest  discount 
obtainable.    As  we  get  this  edition  at  a  special 
price,  it  will  leave  a  margin,  which  will  be  used 
wholly  for  improving  the  book  in  the  interest  of 
these  numbered  copies ;  e,  g.  we  plan  to  send 
printed  slips  of  corrections  or  additions,  and  we 
hope  that  each  one  will  send  to  me  at  Albany  any 
suggestions.    Chiefly  this  addition  will  have  large 
margins  for  ms.  additions,  and  we  hope  to  profit 
greatly  by  getting  together   at    each  A.   L.  A. 
meeting  and  comparing  notes,  so  that  all  may 
have  the  benefit  of  any  correction  or  valuable 
addition  that  any  one  has  found  during  the  year. 
We  shall  agree  on  certain  classes,  to  which  we 
will  give  special  attention  for  the  first  year;  and, 
with   so  much  of    the  work    already  done,  the 
A.  L.  A.  catalog  will  soon  be  a  reality.    I  hope 
every  librarian  interested  will  give  me  his  name 
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for  one  or  more  copies  at  this  meeting,  or  will 
send  it  as  soon  as  possible  to  me  at  Albany. 

Another  feature,  which  I  hope  to  develop  next 
year,  might  be  called  A.  L.  A.  vacation  camps. 
All  have  found  the  great  practical  value  of  spend- 
ing a  week  or  more  with  other  librarians,  where 
both,  being  free  from  the  daily  cares  of  their 
libraries,  have  leisure  for  comparison  of  experiences 
and  views.  Many  of  us  are  in  doubt  where  to 
spend  our  summer  outing,  and  would  be  glad  to 
give  the  choice  to  some  place  where  we  should 
meet  a  few  congenial  library  spirits.  My  plan, 
already  partly  completed,  is  to  select  desirable 
hotels,  at  the  seashore.  White  Mountains,  Adiron- 
dacks.  Thousand  Islands,  Niagara,  and  similar 
attractive  points  where  specially  low  rates  will  be 
offered  to  members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  for  the  sake 
of  securing  a  party ;  e.  g.  the  charming  hotel  near 
Lisbon,  the  Breezy  Hill  House,  where  Pres. 
Crunden,  Mr.  Soule,  and  several  others  of  us  have 
been  spending  some  time  before  coming  here, 
offers  to  take  a  party  at  greatly  reduced  rates,  and 
over  twenty  members  will  be  there  from  a  few 
days  to  two  or  three  weeks  after  this  meeting 
adjourns.  Members  could  send  to  the  secretary 
and  learn  who  was  going  to  any  one  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
camps  for  the  summer,  and  so  choose  the  place 
that  would  give  more  pleasure  and  at  less  cost 
than  to  take  the  chances  of  the  usual  summer 
boarder.  A  fair  representative  member  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  is  a  most  charming  summer  companion. 
We  shall  occasionally  get  in  our  party  some  of 
Brother  Richardson's  antediluvians,  but  in  such 
cases  you  can  be  a  bibliothecal  Pharisee,  and  go 
around  the  corner  from  the  old  fossil  and  say, 
'*  I  thank  thee.  Lord,  that  I  am  not  as  this  libra- 
rian, for  I  keep  my  library  open  evenings  and 
holidays,  annotate  my  catalog,  post  bulletins,  read 
the  Library  journal^  and,  above  all,  attend  the 
meetings  of  the  A.  L.  A." 

VOTE    OF    THANKS. 

Votedf  That  the  following  resolutions  be  received 
and  spread  upon  the  records :  — 

Resolved,  That  the  representatives  of  libraries 
from  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Missouri,  Colorado, 
Nebraska,  Indiana,  and  Kansas  express  their 
hearty  thanks  to  Mr.  Utley  for  his  entertainment 
of  their  party  in  Detroit,  and  for  his  thoughtful 
provision  for  their  needs  in  the  journey. 

Resolved,  That  the  librarians  of  Western  libra- 
ries, who  joined  the  Chicago  party,  express  their 
thanks  to  Mr.  Pickett  for  nis  efficient  traffic 
arrangements,  and  pledge  themselves  to  give  him 
their  hearty  support  for  the  management  of  the 
excursion  to  the  Pacific  Coast. 


The  Executive  Board  announced  the  following 

OFFICERS  FOR  THE    ENSUING    YEAR. 

President. 
Melvil  Dewey. 

Vice-Presidents, 
C:  C.  Soule.  W:  T.  Harris. 

W:  I.  Fletcher.  K.  A:  Linderfelt. 

Secretary, 
W:  E.  Foster. 

Assistant  Secretaries, 
.  Recording,    G:  T.  Little. 
General,    W:  E:  Parker,  Miss  M..  S.  Cutler. 
Travel.    H.  E.  Davidson,  C:  C.  Pickett. 

Treasurer, 
H:  J.  Carr. 

Finance  Committee, 
S:  S.  Green. 
J:  M.  Glenn. 
W:  C.  Lane. 

Cooperation  Committee, 
C:  A.  Cutter,  Miss  H.  E.  Green,  Gardner  M. 
Jones. 

Library  School  Committee. 
J.  N.  Lamed,  F.  P.  Hill,  Miss  E.  M.  Coe. 

Public  Documents  Committee, 
E.  C.  Hovey,  R.  R.  Bowker,  S:  S.  Green,  Weston 
Flint,  J.  P.  Dunn,  Jr. 

Standing  Committee, 
The  President,  the  Secretary,  F.  M.  Crunden. 

Endowment  Committtee, 
P.  T.  Sexton,  J:  M.  Glenn,  E.  C.  Hovey. 

Trustees  of  Endowment  Fund, 
P.  T.  Sexton,  Norman  Williams,  E.  C.  Hovey. 

Councillors, 
Justin  Winsor,  W.  F.  Poole,  C:  A.  Cutter, 
F.  M.  Crunden,  W.  H.  Brett,  C.  R.  Dudley, 
R.  A.  Guild,  K.  A.  Linderfelt,  C:  A.  Nelson, 
H:  M.  Utley,  A:  W.  Whelpley,  A.  Van  Name, 
John  Edmands,  L.  H.  Steiner,  J:  V.  Cheney, 
Miss  H.  P.  James,  Miss  M.  E.  Sargent. 

S:  S.  Green  announced  that  he  should  be  unable 
to  serve  as  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

On  the  motion  of  A.  N.  Brown,  Voted  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Association,  the  next  meeting 
should  be  held  the  first  week  in  September. 

Sec.  Dewey.  — You  all  know  how  intensely  I 
am  interested  in  the  work  of  this  Association, 
which  is  infinitely  more  important  than  any  per- 
sonal considerations  or  ambitions.  We  have  an 
unusually  large  proportion  of  members  willing  to 


138 


FAB  VAN  HOUSE   CONFERENCE. 


lay  aside  personal  feeling,  and  work  directly  for 
the  thing  that  promises  the  highest  permanent 
good. 

The  work  involved  in  looking  after  A.  L.  A. 
affairs  properly  throughout  the  year  is  beyond  the 
understanding  of  any  one  who  has  not  had  much 
similar  experience.    Some  of  you  perhaps  think 
to   be  secretary  is  like  being  chairman  of  the 
resolutions  or  reception  committee ;  i.e.  to  sit  at  a 
'  certain  table  and  be  occupied  during  the  week 
much  more  than  those  on  the  floor.    It  is  like  the 
conception  that  all  there  is  to  a  dinner  is  the 
eating.    But  it  is  quite  another  matter  if  you  must 
catch  the  fish,  hunt  the  game,  raise  the  vegetables, 
dress  and  cook  the  dinner  (very  likely  sawing  your 
own  wood),  and  finally  carve  and  wait  on  the 
table,  and  after  it  all  wash  the  dishes ;  yet  this  is 
about  the  proper  function  of  general  secretary* 
supposed  to  do  almost    all  the  work    between* 
meetings.     If  this  work  is-  not  done  the  highest 
success  is  impossible.    It  has  been  quite  impossible 
for  me  to*  do  all  I  wished]  to  do  in  these  fifteen 
years,  because  of  other  imperative  engagements ; 
still  you  would  be  astounded  if  you  could  see  in  a 
single  view  how  much  time  and  labor  and  money 
it  has  cost  to  do  even  what  has  been  done.    If 
each  of  several  hundred  members  refers  on  an 
average  only  one  person  or  letter  each  quarter  to 
the  secretary,  where  usually  it  ought  to  go,  the 
aggregate  is  something  formidable ;  but  the  labor 
involved  is  not  the  chief  reason  that  leads  me  to 
decline  office.    I  believe  that  any  association  tires 
of  one  person  andjone  voice  year  after  year.    If  you 
had  an  angel  at  the  desk,  you  would  probably  be 
glad  of  a  change  after  a  few  years.   At  Lake  George, 
at  the  completion  of  our  first  ten  years,  I  urged 
the  wisdom  of  getting  out  of  the  rut  of  reelecting 
the  same  executive  board  and  officers  year  after 
year.    You  approved,  and  we  adopted  the  policy 
of  change,  except  that  you  insisted  on  having  one 
permanent  officer,  as  is  customary  in  such  bodies, 
and,in  spite  of  my  resignation,  again  made  me  Sec- 
retary.   I  consented  to  do  what  I  could,  fixing  my 
term  in  my  own  mind  at  another  five  years,  which 
term  expires  with   this  meeting;    and  we  have 
agreed  on  Mr.  Foster  as  my  successor.    I  shall 
now  feel  at  liberty  to  insist  on  our  giving  him 
adequate  support,  as  I  could  not  while  I  held  the 
office.    The  solution  I  suggested  many  years  ago 
ought  soon  to  be  found;  viz.  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of 
Education  should  have  a  distinct  library  section 
in  charge  of  a  capable  permanent  officer,  who 
would  be  in  the  best  possible  position  to  act  as 
Mcretary  of  the  A.  L*.  A. ,  and  for  whose  services, 


for  the  benefit  of  the  country  at  large,  the  U.  S. 
would  pay. 

Those  who  know  anything  of  my  real  feelings 
in  this  matter,  well  know  that  I  had  neither  ambi- 
tion nor  expectation  of  any  such  honor  as  you 
have  been  kind  enough  to  confer  upon  me.  My 
baby  showed  a  presidential  disposition  when  he 
seized  the  President's  gavel  this  morning,  but  that 
is  as  much  your  fault  as  mine  ;  he  is  the  A.  L.  A. 
baby,  and  I  was  attending  a  session  of  this  Asso- 
ciation when  he  was  bom.  I  am  very  grateful  to 
you  for  what  you  have  done ;  but  I  have  said  to 
my  special  friends  when  asked  about  this,  "  it  is 
simply  out  of  the  question,"  and  I  am  sure  they 
did  not  cast  these  ballots.  I  objected  to  this  in 
the  Standing  Committee,  and  did  not  consent  to 
be  reported  as  President.  It  seems  to  me,  there- 
fore, that  it  would  be  wiser  now  to  let  me  take  a 
seat  on  the  floor,  and  to  let  somebody  else  have 
the  honor,  for  which  I  am  as  much  obliged  as  if  I 
accepted  it.  It  is  not  your  votes  nor  honors  I 
have  valued  in  the  work  we  .have  been  doing 
together  for  fifteen  years;  but  I  have  cared,  above 
all,  for  the  cordial  clasp  of  the  hand  and  the 
sympathetic  flash  of  the  eye. 

When  a  man  visits  my  library  and  says  flatter- 
ing things  about  what  I  am  trying  to  do,  I  feel 
foolish  and  annoyed,  and  the  old  proverb  rings  in 
my  ears,  "  Praise  to  the  face  is  an  open  disgrace ; " 
but  I  am  deeply  grateful  if  he  sajrs :  "  I  believe 
you  are  right  in  this  new  thing,  and  I  am  going 
home  to  adopt  something  similar,  and  help  on 
the  good  work."  I  am  proud  and  happy  to  learn 
that  any  man  or  woman  is  doing  better  work 
because  of  anything  I  have  said  or  done,  but  it 
requires  no  effort  to  give  up  the  honors,  as  I  beg 
you  will  let  me  do  in  this  Ca.se.  Circumstances 
have  made  me  President  of  the  Association  of 
State  Librarians  and  of  the  N.  Y.  Library  Asso- 
ciation for  the  coming  year,  and  it  seems  hardly 
fitting  that  I  should  occupy  the  three  positions ; 
therefore  I  move,  as  it  has  been  quite  enough 
satisfaction  to  me  to  receive  the  tender  of  this 
honor,  that  my  declination  be  accepted,  and  that 
a  new  ballot  be  taken  for  president. 

W:  I.  Fletcher. —  I  second  the  motion  in 
order  to  say  a  word.  I  have  a  feeling  —  it  is  possi- 
bly a  mistaken  one  —  that  the  gentleman  whom  we 
have  just  elected  remembers  some  feeling  which 
may  have  been  displayed  by  a  class  in  this  body, 
of  which  I  am  a  representative,  and  which  is 
known  as  belonging  to  the  other  school  from  that 
represented  by  Mr.  Dewey.  I  want  to  say  for 
that  school — I  believe  I  can  say  it — If  I  cumo^  I 
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beg  to  be  excused  from  misrepresenting  any  one  — 
I  want  to  say  that  the  vote  which  some  of  us,  at 
any  rate,  have  given  to  him  for  President  was 
given  without  the  slightest  hesitation;  and  not 
only  that,  but  because  we  felt  he  was  worthy  of 
the  presidency  in  every  sense.  And  especially  I 
think  is  the  feeling  strong  among  us  that,  as  next 
year  we  take  something  of  a  new  departure,  and  go 
to  the  Pacific  Coast  to  hold  a  meeting  that  will  be 
a  marked  one  in  our  history,  and  open  a  new  era, 
this  Association  wants  Mr.  Dewey  to  occupy  the 
honorable  position  of  President,  and  feels  it  will 
be  an  honor  to  the  Association  for  him  to  occupy 
it. 

Pres.  C  RUN  DEN. —  It  has  been  said  that  the 
presidency  is  the  highest  honor  to  which  any 
member  of  the  Association  can  aspire,  and  I  think 
it  has  been  truly  an  honor  to  all  those  who  have 
held  it,  certainly  a  great  honor  to  me.    But  Mr. 


Dewey  is  a  man  who  occupies  in  this  Association 
a  position  analagous  to  that  of  Daniel  Webster  in 
the  United  States  Cabinet,  as  Secretary  of  State, 
when  he.  was  greater  than  the  President  whom  he 
served.  I  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  you 
cordially  for  the  hearty  support  you  have  given 
me  during  my  occupancy  of  the  position. 

B:  P.  Mann. —  I  move  that  in  voting  Mr. 
Dewey's  resignation  the  vote  be  a  rising  vote,  and 
I  call  for  the  question. 

Motion  to  accept  Mr.  Dewey's  resignation  was 
lost. 

On  motion  of  C.  A.  Nelson  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  Association  vote  an  expres- 
sion of  our  thanks  and  appreciation  of  the  most  able 
and  business-like  manner  in  which  the  President 
has  conducted  this  meeting  of  the  Association. 

Voted^  to  take  a  recess,  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the 
President. 

Recess  declared. 
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Sept.  II,  1890. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  2.30  p.  m., 
and  in  the  absence  of  the  President  and  Secretary 
it  was  voted  that  Mr.  F.  M.  Crunden  take  the 
chair,  and  that  Mr.  W:  C.  Lane  be  Secretary  pro 
tern.  Mr.  £.  C.  Richardson  moved  to  adjourn 
until  evening  on  account  of  the  absence  of  many 
members,  but  the  motion  was  lost.  Mr.  Melvil 
Dewey  spoke  at  some  length  of  the  aims  and  con- 
stitution of  the  Publishing  Section. 

On  motion  of  Melvil  Dewey,  it  was  voted  that 
it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting  that  Art.  4,  Sec  i  of 
the  constitution  should  be  changed,  so  as  to  read : 
"  The  officers  of  this  section  shall  be  a  president, 
a  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  an  executive  board 
of  five,  of  which  the  above  officers  shall  be 
members. 

The  meeting  chose  the  following  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year :  W:  I.  Fletcher,  President ;  W:  C. 
Lane,  Secretary  and  Treasurer ;  W:  L  Fletcher, 
W:  C.  Lane,  Melvil  Dewey,  C:  A.  Cutter,  and 
C:  C.  Soule,  members  of  the  Executive  Board. 

Votedy  To  instruct  the  Executive  Board  to  push 
forward  the  work  of  the  section  as  rapidly  as  the 
means  at  its  disposal  allow. 

VoUd^  That  the  name  of  the  general  index  to 
literature,  in  course  of  preparation,  be  the  A.  L.  A. 
Index. 

VoUdy  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting  that 
the  ownership  and  copyright  of  the  A.L.  A.  Index 
should  be  held  by  the  Association. 

Vottd^  That  the  Executive  Board  be  directed  to 
open  a  subscription  list,  and  receive  subscriptionB 


to  supply  the  requisite  working  capital  to  carry  on 
the  work  of  the  Section. 

Votedy  That  the  Executive  Board  be  authorized 
to  receive  associate  members  at  an  annual  fee  not 
exceeding  $2,  and  to  determine  what  privileges 
shall  be  accorded  such  members. 

Votedy  That  the  Executive  Board  be  authorized 
to  extend  the  privileges  of  regular  membership  to 
those  who  render  equivalent  services  to  the  section. 

Mr.  S.  F.  Whitney  and  Mr.  C:  A.  Nelson  advo- 
cated the  immediate  publication  of  the  Essay  Index 
separately  from  the  larger  and  more  general  A.  L. 
A.  Index,  on  the  ground  of  the  pressing  need  for 
the  work,  and  the  state  of  forwardness  of  the 
material  for  it.  Several  others  expressed  the  same 
desire. 

Votedy  on  motion  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Poole,  That  the 
publication  of  a  librarv  manual  be  recommended 
to  the  Executive  Boara. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

Wm.  C.  Lane, 

Secrttary, 

REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  BOARD  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1889-90. 

For  the  first  time  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Publishing  Section  place  before  you  a  finished 
work,  *'  Reading  for  the  young,'*  a  manual  com- 
piled by  the  late  John  F.  Sargent,  and  re-edited 
with  great  faithfulness  and  zeal  by  his  sisters. 
This  is  much  more  than  a  new  edition  of  Miss 
Hewins's  work  published  some  years  ago.  It  con- 
tains many  more  titles,  is  classified  and  annotated, 
and  provided  with  a  coipplete  aathor-indez}  ia 
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fact,  it  is  just  what  is  needed  in  every  library,  and 
in  every  home  where  there  are  children  who  read 
with  intelligence,  and  parents  who  care  what  they 
read. 

But  it  has  been  found  —  experience  with  Miss 
Hewins's  book  taught  Mr.  Bowker  so — that  the 
time  is  not  yet  ripe  for  the  publication  of  such  a 
work  through  ordinary  channels.  After  having 
met  with  difficulty  in  this  direction,  the  Misses 
Sargent,  whose  own  labor  has  been  given  to  this 
work,  with  no  thought  of  compensation,  turned  it 
over  in  ms.  form  to  the  Publishing  Section.  It 
has  been  well  and  handsomely  printed  by  the  Li- 
brary Bureau,  and  copies  are  now  ready  for  distri- 
bution. A  fair  price  has  been  placed  upon  it, — ^^i 
for  single  copies  in  cloth,  and  75  cents  in  paper, — 
and  it  is  hoped  and  expected  that  copies  enough 
will  be  sold  to  pay  the  bill  for  printing  and  bind- 
ing, so  that  the  funds  of  the  section  will  not  be 
permanently  impaired. 

This  book  '*  Reading  for  the  young;"  has  been 
issued  by  the  Section  in  the  hope  that  some  libra- 
ries would  find  it  desirable  to  take  large  numbers 
of  copies  for  sale,  or  free  distribution,  to  their 
readers.  It  can  be  furnished  by  the  hundred 
copies  at  a  very  low  rate ;  and  if  any  library  should 
wish  to  take  an  edition  of  1,000  copies,  and  use  it 
as  if  it  were  its  own  issue,  putting  its  own  title 
page  to  it,  the  cost  of  such  an  edition,  now  that 
the  plates  are  made,  would  be  slight. 

The  tangible  work  of  the  Publishing  Section 
during  the  year,  beyond  the  issue  of  this  book,  has 
been  confined  to  the  Index  to  General  Literature, 
the  **  A.  L.  A.  Index,'*  we  are  agreed  to  call  it, 
which  has  simply  been  pushed  forward  another 
stage.  Having  collected  the  material  in  the  main 
for  that  portion  of  the  work  which  is  properly 
called  the    Essay    Index,  covering   essays   and 


sketches,  literary,  biographical,  and  miscellane- 
ous, we  are  now  at  work  on  the  sociological  part, 
which  is  to  cover  the  reports  and  transactions  of 
the  various  boards  and  societies  dealing  with 
social  problems  —  education,  health,  labor,  chari- 
ties, the  civil  service,  etc.  This  part  is  well  under 
way,  and  much  of  the  material  in  it  is  already  filed 
away  awaiting  alphabeting  and  editing.  Some 
other  departments  which  have  been  contemplated 
as  furnishing  possible  additions  to  the  scheme  of 
the  Index  will  be  laid  aside  for  the  present,  and  it 
is  proposed  to  issue  it  in  its  first  edition  with 
about  the  limits  indicated  above.  The  large 
amount  of  material  in  hand  has  to  be  edited  and 
alphabeted,  and  will  then  be  ready  to  put  to  press. 
Our  word  to  those  who  ask  when  it  will  be  pub- 
lished is  :  *'  Not  this  year  or  next.  Rome  was  not 
built  in  a  day.*' 

We  find  many  librarians  still  slow  to  fall  in  with 
our  rather  ardent  hopes  and  expectations,  but  the 
sixty  who  have  volunteered  assistance  on  the 
A.  L.  A.  Index,  and  thus  testified  their  faith  by 
their  works,  are  but  a  portion  of  those  who  are 
ready  to  join  in  these  efforts  to  save  our  libraries 
from  the  wicked  waste  of  repetitive  ms.  work  in 
the  libraries  of  the  country,  by  substituting  for  it 
cooperative  printed  work  more  valuable,  and  at 
an  expense  which  need  be  but  a  fraction  of  that  of 
the  written  work.  With  the  large  increase  evi- 
dent here  in  the  membership  of  the  Association,  we 
ought  to  have  at  this  time  a  decided  addition  to 
the  membership  of  the  Publishing  Section. 
Agreed  to  by 

W.  I.  Flbtchbr, 
Mklvil  Dbwky, 
c.  a.  cuttkr, 
W.  C.  Lanb^ 
R.  B.  Pools. 
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PABYAN*S,  SEPT.   12,  4  P.  M. 

At  the  meeting  of  college  librarians  the  follow- 
ing institutions  were  represented:  Harvard  by 
W:  C.  Lane ;  Yale  by  E:  J.  F.  Werder;  Princeton 
by  £.  C.  Richardson ;  Columbia  by  G:  H.  Baker; 
Brown  by  R.  A.  Guild;  Dartmouth  by  M.  D. 
Bisbee ;  Bowdoin  by  G:  T:  Little ;  University  of 
Vermont  by  H:  L.  Koopman;  Amherst  by  W:  I. 
Fletcher;  Colby  by  E:  W.  Hall ;  Hobart  by  C.  D. 
Vail ;  Oberlin  by  A.  S.  Root ;  University  of  State 
of  New  York  by  D.  V.  R.  Johnston;  Cornell  by 


G:  W:  Harris;  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology  by   T.    L.    Andrews.      W:    I.    Fletcher 
was  chosen  Chairman  and  G:  T:  Little  Secretary. 
From  a  letter  by  R.  C.  Davis,  Librarian  of  tfie 
University  of  Michigan,  was  read  the  following  on 

THE  RELATION  OP   THE  LIBRARIAN   TO  THE 

PACULTY. 

It  is  agreed,  I  think,  that  the  college  librarian 
should  be  on  an  equality  with  the  members  of  the 
faculty — in  all  the  particulars  that  make  up  the 
standing  of  a  professor. 
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He  will  come  into  close  relations  with  the 
members  of  the  faculty,  as  individuals,  in  the  fol- 
lowing ways :  — 

1.  In  the  selection  of  books  that  are  bought 
especially  for  the  departments  of  instruction. 

The  librarian  can  assist  here,  materially,  by  his 
bibliographical  knowledge.  Pressure  may  be  ex- 
erted on  him  to  make  excessive  purchases  in  these 
special  directions ;  but  if  expenditures  for  books 
of  this  character  are  limited  by  regulations,  and 
the  titles  are  all  passed  upon  by  a  library  com- 
mittee or  council,  symmetry  in  the  growth  of  the 
library  will  be  preserved,  while  at  the  same  time 
friction  is  avoided. 

2.  In  the  classification  of  the  books  on  the 
shelves. 

The  chance  for  friction  is,  probably,  greater 
here  than  elsewhere.  Professors  will  wish  to 
have  some  hand  in  this  matter.  It  is  my  practice 
to  consider  their  wishes  as  far  as  possible  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  literature  of  their  subjects  on 
the  shelves,  and  in  the  disposition  of  books  that 
may  reasonably  be  claimed  by  two  or  more  depart- 
ments. But  this  accommodation,  of  course,  can- 
not go  so  far  as  to  confuse  the  general  scheme  of 
classification  for  the  library. 

3.  In  supplementing  the  work  of  instruction  in 
the  class-room. 

The  librarian  can  be  of  the  greatest  assistance 
to  the  professor  in  putting  into  the  hands  of  his 
students  the  books  bearing  upon  the  work  which 
he  is  doing. 

I  assume  reciprocity  in  the  matter,  or  an  ex- 
change of  service  and  courtesy.  For  the  libra- 
rian's knowledge  of  books  in  general,  the  professor 
will  give  his  special  knowledge  of  subjects. 

W:  C.  Lane  presented  the  following  on  the  same 
subject :  — 

While  the  personal  relations  of  a  college  libra- 
rian to  the  members  of  the  college  faculty  must 
necessarily  be  intimate  if  the  library  is  to  take  its 
place  as  an  integral  part  of  the  college  organism, 
the  librarian  may  or  may  not  have  an  official  con- 
nection with  the  faculty  itself.  At  Harvard,  the 
librarian  is  not  a  member  of  the  faculty,  and  is,  I 
think,  inclined  to  congratulate  himself  on  being 
relieved  from  the  duty  of  attending  faculty  meet- 
ings. There  is,  however,  a  library  council  com- 
posed of  six  professors,  the  president,  and  the 
librarian.  The  chief  duty  of  this  council  is  to 
apportion  the  year*s  income  for  the  purchase  of 
books  among  the  different  departments.  It  also 
establishes  rules  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  li- 
brary, and  any  matters  of  library  administration 


might  be  brought  before  it.  The  librarian  not 
being  a  member  of  the  faculty,  library  measures 
seldom  or  never  come  before  the  faculty  for  dis- 
cussion, but  are  considered  and  decided  upon  by 
direct  consultation  between  him  and  the  profes- 
sors interested. 

At  Harvard  we  do  not  feel  that  there  would  be 
any  advantage  in  the  librarian's  being  a  member 
of  the  faculty ;  but  in  a  smaller  college,  especially 
in  one  where  the  librarian  is  able  to  come  into 
personal  communication  with  most  or  all  of  the 
students,  his  presence  at  faculty  meetings  would 
probably  be  valued,  and,  if  the  college  were  just 
beginning  to  develop  the  methods  of  instruction 
which  are  now  becoming  common,  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  college  and  the  library  would  doubt- 
less be  made  more  harmonious  if  the  librarian 
were  a  member  of  the  governing  body. 

If  a  college  is  still  in  the  text-book-learn-it-by- 
heart  stage,  the  librarian,  if  he  has  come  to  feel 
what  his  books  might  be  worth  in  education,  may 
and  should  be  the  means  of  bringing  the  instructors 
to  see  that  there  is  a  more  excellent  way,  a  way 
in  which  the  library  may  be  made  to  supplement 
the  text-book  and  develop  an  independent  and 
critical  habit  of  thought  on  the  part  of  the 
student. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  college  has  already 
begun  to  advance  on  these  lines,  and  its  instructors 
are  awake  to  its  advantages,  the  librarian  becomes, 
or  should  become,  their  ready  and  responsive 
assistant  to  carry  out  their  wishes  to  the  last 
degree  his  resources  allow,  and  to  mould  all  the 
administrative  details  of  the  library  to  this  end. 
.  In  this  respect  the  conditions  of  a  college  library 
differ  noticeably  from  those  of  a  public  library. 
That  mythical  person,  the  general  reader,  occupies 
an  altogether  secondary  place,  and  the  whole  or- 
ganization of  the  library  is  directed  to  supplement 
the  work  of  the  various  courses  of  study  in  the 
college. 

While  the  librarian  holds  himself  ready  to  carry 
out  the  ideas  of  the  instructors,  and  to  make  the 
collections  under  his  charge  accessible  and  con- 
venient to  their  use,  they  on  their  part  may  relieve 
him  of  one  of  the  most  responsible  and  difficult 
parts  of  his  duty;  namely,  the  selection  of  books. 
On  all  accounts  it  is  best  that  this  should  be  given 
over  in  large  part  into  their  hands.  Each  is 
presumably  better  acquainted  with  the  literature 
of  his  subject,  and  with  the  weaknesses  of  his 
department  in  the  library,  than  the  librarian;  and, 
as  the  books  of  a  college  library  are  mainly  de- 
signed to  assist  or  supplement  the  instruction,  the 
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instractor  can  generally  select  what  he  wants 
better  than  the  librarian.  The  only  difficulty  with 
this  arrangement  which  we  find  is  that  certain 
instructors  are  apt  to  neglect  their  duties  or 
privileges,  and  their  departments  accordingly  fall 
behind.  Others  are  unsystematic  or  fitful  in 
ordering,  and  it  is  discovered  later  that  important 
books  are  lacking,  which  no  one  else  has  taken 
the  trouble  to  order,  in  the  expectation  that  the 
professor  in  whose  department  they  naturally  fall 
will  look  after  them.  A  considerable  reserve,  of 
course,  has  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  librarian 
to  cover  those  books  which  do  not  fail  strictly  to 
any  teaching  department,  but  which,  nevertheless, 
cannot  be  omitted  from  a  working  library.  If  the 
instructors  will  do  their  part  conscientiously  and 
steadily  in  this  line,  the  college  library  is  better 
organized  for  the  purchase  of  books  than  any 
other  library  can  be.  In  short,  to  come  back  to  a 
commonplace,  not  always  made  common  enough, 
the  relations  of  a  college  librarian  and  the  mem- 
bers of  a  college  faculty  must  be  characterized  by 
a  spirit  of  mutual  helpfulness,  and  the  one  or  the 
other  takes  the  lead  according  as  the  one  or  the 
other  is  the  more  far-sighted,  the  more  alive  to  the 
movements  of  the  day,  and  the  more  interested  in 
the  success  of  his  work. 

In  the  informal  discussion  that  ensued  it  ap- 
peared that  in  four  of  the  colleges  represented  the 
librarian  was  a  member  of  the  faculty  by  virtue  of 
his  duties  as  an  instructor,  in  two  others  he  regu- 
larly attended  faculty  meetings,  and  in  case  of  the 
remainder  held  the  rank  in  point  of  salary  and 
social  position  of  a  full  professor,  though  not  con- 
nected with  the  governing  body.  All  reported 
that  either  the  division  between  the  different 
departments  of  the  funds  for  the  purchase  of 
books  or  the  final  decision  as  to  what  volumes 
should  be  bought,  rested  with  a  library  committee 
of  which  the  librarian  was  invariably  a  member, 
and  that  in  practice  he  generally  found  himself 
possessed  of  greater  power  in  this  direction  than  a 
strict  interpretation  of  existing  rules  would  imply. 

Two  papers  were  read  on  the  topic  next  con- 
sidered. 

PLACE     OF     THE     SEMINARY      LIBRARY     IN     THE 

UNIVERSITY. 

R.  C.  Davis. — ^The  advantages  of  the  seminary 
library  to  the  average  student  have  been  exagger- 
ated, I  think.  It  is  only  the  advantage  of  access 
to  a  greater  number  of  books,  and  the  actual  gain 
for  him  is  in  a  bibliographical  direction,  rather 
than  in  a  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  the  books, 


— L  e,,  of  the  subjects  of^which  they  treat.  My 
experience  leads  me  to  think  that  what  is  known 
as  the  alcove  system  is  sufficient  for  this  average 
student.  Here  the  literature  of  the  subject  he  is 
studying  passes  in  review  before  him,  and  he  is 
afforded  an  opportunity  to  acquire  all  the  famil- 
iarity with  it  that  he  would  acquire  under  any 
circumstances. 

For  a  thorough,  long-continued  investigation  of 
a  subject  by  a  student  properly  equipped  for  the 
work,  the  seminary  library,  with  its  special  and 
ample  furnishing,  and  its  comparative  seclusion, 
is  of  the  greatest  importance. 

W:  C.  Lane. —  In  some  other  colleges  the  sem- 
inary library  is  more  fully  developed  in  certain 
respects  than  at  Harvard;  but,  having  had  no 
time  for  correspondence,  I  must  confine  what  I 
have  to  say  to  a  notice  of  how  such  libraries  have 
developed  with  us,  and  leave  to  others  to  add  par- 
ticulars relating  to  other  colleges. 

It  has  been  with  us  the  practice  now  for  some 
years  to  place  in  the  reading-room  of  the  library 
a  certain  number  of  volumes  selected  by  the 
professors  to  be  used  by  the  students  in  connection 
with  the  work  of  the  various  courses  of  instruc- 
tion. Each  professor's  books  are  kept  by  them- 
selves and  marked  with  his  name  or  the  name  of 
his  course.  These  books  are  freely  and  directly 
accessible  at  any  time,  and  are  used  in  the  reading- 
room  only,  except  that  they  can  be  taken  out  at 
the  close  of  library  hours,  to  be  returned  early  the 
next  morning.  These  we  call  our  reserved  books^ 
being  withdrawn  from  general  circulation.  The 
historical,  economic,  philosophical,  and  literary 
.courses  naturally  have  the  most  extensive  col- 
lections of  this  kind ;  but  during  the  years  18S8-89 
sixty  instructors,  more  or  less,  had  books  reserved 
for  the  use  of  their  classes,  and  5,848  volumes  in 
all  were  used  in  this  way,  the  larger  part  remaining 
on  the  reserved  shelves  throughout  the  year  while 
others  were  placed  there  for  a  shorter  period.  So 
far  we  have  only  one  step  toward  the  seminary 
library.  As  this  practice  of  reserving  books  be- 
came more  common,  and  as  the  reading-room 
became  more  crowded,  and  especially  since  our 
library  has  no  means  of  artificial  light,  relief  was 
naturally  sought  from  these  inconveniences  by 
establishing  separate  working  libraries  in  connec- 
tion with  the  class-rooms  of  the  various  depart- 
ments. We  have  now  eleven  of  these  class-room 
or  seminary  libraries  (Greek,  Latin,  U.  S.  History, 
Political  Economy,  Mathematics,  French,  English, 
Sanskrit,  German,  Philosophy,  and  Social  Ques- 
tions), containing  in  all  about  3^500  volumes,  the 
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largest  and  the  first  to  be  established  being  the 
American  history  and  political  economy  collec- 
tions. These  libraries  are  usually  under  lock  and 
key,  but  all  the  students  working  in  that  depart- 
ment have  keys  which  admit  them  day  or  evening. 
They  are  in  rooms  adjoining  those  used  for 
lectures  and  other  class  exercises,  and  thus  form 
a  natural  centre  for  the  work  of  the  department, 
and  a  meeting-place  for  instructors  and  students. 
There  is  also  attached  to  them  a  feeling  of  privacy 
and  independence  impossible  in  the  general  library 
reading-room.  They  are  attended,  it  is  true,  with 
certain  difficulties  of  administration.  It  is  im- 
possible with  us,  and  I  judge  it  generally  would 
be,  to  keep  a  library  assistant  in  each  room.  All 
we  are  able  to  do  is  to  send  one  of  our  assistants 
to  each  library  two  or  three  times  a  week  to  keep 
the  books  in  order  on  the  shelf,  and  check  them 
off  in  his  list.  So  far  this  has  served  very  well, 
and  the  losses  have  been  few,  not  mure,  I  think, 
than  those  from  the  reserved  shelves  in  the 
general  reading-room. 

When  we  have  a  new  library  building  or  an 
addition  to  our  present  one,  it  may  be  best  to 


bring  these  collections  under  the  same  roof  with 
the  main  library,  but  they  would  thus  be  necessa- 
rily to  some  degree  separated  from  the  class  work 
of  all  but  the  smallest  and  most  advanced  classes, 
and  the  advisability  of  such  a  step  seems  to  me 
questionable. 

The  purpose  of  both  the  reserved  book  collec- 
tions and  of  seminary  libraries  is  of  course  the 
same,  and  I  need  not  enlarge  upon  it.  It  is  to 
bring  the  student  face  to  face  with  a  collection  of 
materiaiSf  to  teach  him  not  to  follow  one  book  or 
one  author  implicitly  as  a  master,  but  to  exam- 
ine what  has  been  said  on  different  sides  of  a 
question,  to  compare  and  to  select,  and  thus  to 
become  responsible  for  his  own  opinions,  and 
capable,  it  may  be,  of  grasping  some  aspect  of 
Truth  more  accurately  and  more  faithfully  than 
has  been  done  before.  But  whether  his  opinions 
become  of  value  to  the  world  at  large  or  not,  such 
training  will  at  least  have  hel[>ed  him  to  accurate 
and  independent  habits  of  thought. 

A.  S.  Root  then  read  his 

REPORT  ON   COLLEGE   LIBRARIES. 

( This  report  was  not  furnished  for  publication,) 
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Sept.  io,  1890. 

[The  object  of  the  meeting  was  chiefly  for  full  informad 

conference  over  State  library  interests.     Of  many  of  the 

interesting  discussions  there  was  no  record.    The  notes  below 

give  an  imperfect  idea  of  a  part  of  the  very  interesting  and 

profitable  discussions.    For  the  later  sessions  only  votes  were 

recorded.] 

* 
Pres.  Dewey. —  Those  who  have  not  had  it, 

will  find  convenient  this  address  from  last  year's 
proceedings,  as  printed  in  the  Library  journal  of 
August,  1889,  page  241.  We  have  duplicate 
copies  here  for  distribution,  and  you  will  all  want 
it  for  reference  hereafter.  This  address  was  sent 
to  all  governors  of  States,  superintendents  of  pub- 
lic instruction,  and  to  leading  newspapers,  by 
many  of  which  it  was  reprinted  and  commented 
on  most  favorably.  Not  one  printed  anything 
not  in  most  hearty  sympathy  with  the  views  there 
expressed.  Regarding  some  details,  questions 
might  arise;  but  this  general  warm  reception  of 
our  platform  has  shown  conclusively  that  there  is 
work  needing  to  be  done  in  this  direction.  Some 
of  us  felt  that  it  was  wiser  not  to  attempt  as  yet  a 
vigorous  campaign,  but  to  try  to  make  an  active, 
strong  organization  with  the  handful  we  had  to 
begin  with ;  to  adopt  the  Fabian  policy,  and  wait 


patiently  for  the  time  to  strike,  and  to  build  up 
this  Association  as  rapidly  as  we  saw  our  way 
clear.  The  Elxecutive  Board  have  done  during  the 
year  some  very  able  "  waiting,"  beside  preparing 
this  address.  We  ought  at  this  session  to  take 
up  these  matters  anew,  and  see  what  we  can  do 
further.  The  difficulty  with  our  address  is  that  it 
points  out  many  admirable  things  to  do,  but  is  not 
definite  enough  in  recommendations.  We  ought 
to  have  a  bill  prepared  embodying  a  model  State 
law,  covering  these  points.  First,  we  should 
check  off  existing  laws,  and  see  what  is  needed  in 
addition  in  each  State.  Very  few  people  to  whom 
this  address  is  sent  are  sufficiently  interested  to 
take  the  matters  up  and  prepare  a  bill  out  of  whole 
cloth.  By  the  method  suggested  we  could  see 
what  existing  legislation  harmonizes  with  our 
platform,  and  supplement  this  with  a  definite  bill, 
ready  for  the  legislature. 

The  first  report  of  the  Committee  on  Binding, 
Charles  C.  Soule,  Chairman,  refers  specially  to 
documents  and  law  books,  so  largely  making  up 
State  libraries,  as  it  is  not  our  purpose  to  take  up 
subjects  covered  by  the  general  association,  but 
rather  those  of  special  interest  to  State  and  law 
libraries. 
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C:  C.  SouLE. —  I  regret  to  say  that  I  have  been 
unable  to  prepare  the  report  expected.  When 
talking  on  the  subject  last  year,  I  had  in  mind  the 
employment  of  a  special  binder,  to  make  experi- 
ments myself;  and  I  intended  to  put  him  on 
several  styles  of  binding,  and  be  able  to  make  a 
practical  report  to  this  meeting  as  to  price,  wear 
and  tear,  etc.,  of  each.  I  did  not  employ  the 
binder,  consequently  did  not  have  the  opportune 
ity.  During  the  last  summer  I  was  out  of  health, 
and  unable  to  do  any  extra  work  beyond  my 
paper  on  trustees  for  the  general  association.  I 
will  just  sketch  briefly  the  treatment  which  I  pro- 
posed in  the  paper.  There  are  two  classes  of 
books.  One  class  of  books,  the  binding  of  which 
is  to  be  considered  in  State  libraries,  is  law  books 
and  public  documents  bound  in  the  style  of  law 
books.  There  is  another  large  class  of  public 
documents  issued  in  the  shape  of  pamphlets,  with 
Mich  imperfect  binding  that  the  librarian  naturally 
wishes  to  put  them  in  shape  before  setting  them 
on  his  shelves.  In  law  books  it  is  the  general  cus- 
tom, sanctioned  by  long  usage,  and  dear  to  the 
hearts  of  users  of  the  books,  to  bind  them  in  sheep. 
Calf  or  half  calf  is  used  in  England,  and  sheep  in 
this  country.  Unfortunately  the  sheep  now  used 
is  prepared  by  chemical  process,  and  is  conse- 
quently friable  and  easily  injured  by  weather  and 
use.  It  fades,  discolors,  and  is  very  objectionable 
as  a  binding.  All  attempts  to  substitute  anything 
else,  however,  and  all  advice  in  that  direction  got 
from  judges  and  lawyers,  bring  out  an  expression 
of  feeling  that  they  prefer  the  look  of  the  old 
binding,  uniform  on  the  shelves.  For  myself  I 
think  the  time  has  arrived  to  get  some  other  bind- 
ing, perhaps  as  near  as  possible  in  color  and 
effect  to  the  old  one,  but  something  more  durable, 
more  useful,  more  sensible.  For  pamphlets  and 
public  documents  it  was  my  intention  to  experi- 
ment to  find  what  binding  would  last  longest  and 
look  best  at  a  very  low  cost.  The  element  of  use, 
the  wear  and  tear  of  the  hinges,  and  so  on,  need 
not  come  in  where  documents  are  used  only 
occasionally.  The  desideratum  is  to  get  them  at 
the  least  possible  expense  on  the  shelves  in  such 
shape  that  they  may  stay  there  50  or  lOO  years, 
and  look  well.  It  might  be  well  to  experiment 
with  different  labels,  to  test  different  colors, 
styles,  and  types.  If  any  one  here  has  experience 
or  ideas,  I  would  like  to  have  them  brought  out 
in  discussion. 

Pres.  Dewey.—  We  have  all  had  experience 
with  law  books  and  public  documents,  and  know 
they  are  the  meanest  of  books  as  to  bindings.  I  have 


in  mind  whole  tiers  of  books  that  have  crumbled 
to  pieces,  having  been  bound  with  sheep  as  now 
used.  Yet  the  average  lawyer  feels  it  is  not  good 
law  unless  bound  in  that  old  foolish  form.  I 
experimented  in  Columbia  in  1883,  when  I  went 
there.  Knowing  the  strong  prejudice  for  the  old 
style,  I  said  to  Dr.  Dwight,  warden  of  the  law 
school,  "  There  is  not  a  particle  of  doubt  that  ^100 
spent  in  A.  L.  A.  binding  in  half  goat,  sewed  all 
along,  with  vellum  corners,  will  last  twice  as  long 
as  the  present  style.  But  a  volume  does  n*t  look  like 
a  law  book."  I  was  surprised  and  delighted  when 
he  said,  "  By  all  means  bind  in  the  more  durable, 
sensible  way."  For  five  years  I  followed  this 
plan,  and  never  learned  that  the  law  gotten  from 
the  books  was  less  binding. 

Our  question  now  is,  Shall  we  have  reports 
bound  in  half  goat  ?  Let  us  have  any  light  on  this 
point  that  any  one  here  can  give  us,  and  see 
whether  we  are  agreed  that  it  would  be  wise  to 
try  to  induce  our  different  legislatures  and  those 
responsible,  to  use  a  sensible  binding.  Sheep  cer- 
tainly is  bad.  We  cannot  wait  to  educate  lawyers 
up  to  this  point ;  it  would  be  too  difficult  and  too 
slow. 

T.  L.  Cole. — I  can  say  a  little  by  way  of  repre- 
senting a  member  of  the  New  York  Bar  Associa- 
tion, which  has  perhaps  the  best  law  library  in  the 
country.  I  spent  most  of  Monday  with  the  gentle- 
man in  charge  of  that  library,  and  the  subject  of 
binding  came  up.  He  said  that  the  great  difficulty 
with  sheep  binding,  as  Mr.  Soule  said,  is  that  it 
crumbles  to  pieces ;  it  falls  into  a  brown  powder, 
and  the  book  is  not  only  unserviceable  but  very 
dirty  to  handle  on  that  account.  He  has  within 
three  or  four  years  adopted  a  **  cow  skin  "  bind- 
ing, which  is  the  tanned  skin  of  the  cow  instead  of 
the  calf  or  sheep.  It  is  of  a  roan  color.  Perhaps 
it  is  familiar  to  some  of  you.  He  said  it  was  not 
American  Russia. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  American  Russia  is  cow  skin  of 
a  red  color. 

T.  L.  Cole. —  The  difference  is,  it  is  not  artifi- 
cially colored  to  deceive.  It  probably  is  the 
simon-pure  thing.  He  has  found  it  to  be  a  desira- 
ble binding.  The  objection  that  Mr.  Soule  raises 
does  not  seem  to  apply  here,  or  at  least  is  not 
strong  enough  to  prevent  use.  He  says  the  law- 
yers use  the  books  and  find  no  objection  to  them. 
It  makes  the  library  look  bad  at  first.  He  has 
not  used  it  in  sets  of  reports.  Where  a  few  books 
out  of  a  set  of  fifty  or  more  need  rebinding,  he  has 
used  sheep ;  but  he  thinks  he  will  change  that  and 
commence  to  bind  them  in  cow  skin  as  they  wear  out 
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Pres.  Dewey. —  Had  he  any  reason  for  taking 
this  reddish  tint  ?  Could  he  not  have  used  a  color 
that  would  match  the  old  binding  better  ? 

T.  L.  Cole.— I  judge  that  was  the  natural  color 
of  the  skin. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  I  am  very  positive  it  can  be 
made  much  nearer  the  color  of  law  sheep.  There 
is  a  split  cowhide  of  that  reddish  tint. 

T.  L.  Cole. —  I  thought  it  was  either  painted  or 
colored.  I  asked  him  that  because  I  have  seen 
binding  in  other  libraries  which  I  was  told  was 
sheep  or  some  other  skin  painted.  Another  law 
library  is  using  a  white-colored  skin.  Do  you 
know  what  they  call  it  ? 

Pres.  Dewey. —  I  think  likely  it  is  pig  skin. 

A  MEMBER. —  I  think  it  is.  It  is  a  similar  skin  to 
that  used  on  the  Virginia  and  West  Virginia 
Reports. 

D.  V.  R.  Johnston. —  That  is  sheep  skin,  sumac 
tanned. 

T.  L.  Cole. —  That  is  so.  The  sumac,  instead 
of  the  hemlock  tan,  like  that  used  on  the  re- 
ports of  Grattan,  of  the  Virginia  Court  of  Ap- 
peals, and  the  early  West  Virginia  reports,  is  a 
very  durable  binding.  It  costs  about  a  half  more 
than  other  sheep.  The  cow  skin  binding  of  the 
New  York  Bar  Association  costs  the  same,  I  am 
told,  in  half  leather  with  board  sides  and  cloth 
cover  on  the  board.  Some  have  the  board  sides 
covered  with  marble  paper. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Does  Mr,  Johnston  know  when 
the  Virginians  gave  up  that  sumac  tanning? 

D.  V.  R.  Johnston. —  I  think  some  six  or  seven 
years  ago.  Mr.  Griswold  told  me  it  was  only 
made  in  one  tannery,  and  that  tannery  failed.  A 
binder  tried  to  get  some  skins  to  repair  with, 
and  he  succeeded,  up  to  five  or  six  years  ago, 
but  lately  the  tannery  has  gone  out  of  business. 

T.  L.  Cole. —  Many  law  libraries  experience 
little  trouble  with  sheep.  It  is  certain  ones  only, 
and  it  is  due  to  heat,  light,  or  something.  The 
St.  Louis  Law  Library  and  the  New  York  Bar 
Association  are  suffering  very  severely.  Others, 
again,  have  no  trouble  at  all ;  their  sheep  binding 
lasts. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Do  you  know  any  law  library 
using  sheep  that  can  keep  it  sound  for  a  long 
series  of  years  ? 

T.  L.  Cole. —  I  don*t  find  many  others  that 
have  such  serious  trouble  as  I  found  in  the  two 
I  speak  of. 

Pres.  Dewey. — Do  you  mean  to  imply  that  it 
is  something  in  the  locality  or  climate  ? 

T.  L.  Cole.— Well,  yes.    In  St.  Louis  I  think 


it  was  due  to  gas ;  and  so  in  the  New  York  Bar 
Association.  There  was  also  the  soft  coal  smoke 
prevailing  in  St.  Louis.  I  can't  say  about  every 
city  in  the  West  where  they  use  bituminous  coal. 
Perhaps  Mr.  Pickett  might  tell  us  something 
about  that. 

C;  C.  Pickett. —  Our  experience  has  been 
something  similar  to  that  of  New  York  and  St. 
Louis.  Our  library  was  given  us  after  the  fire  of 
187 1,  to  the  value  of  some  l7,ooo  or  ^,000.  We 
started  with  the  American  State  reports  in  very 
bad  condition.  We  used  gas  till  1880;  since 
then  we  have  used  electric  light.  We  have  not 
income  enough  to  rebind  the  entire  library.  Last 
year  we  spent  over  ^1,000  in  rebinding.  I  had 
instructions  from  the  committee  to  cut  the  bind- 
ing expenses  down  onejhalf. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Have  you  made  any  change  in 
style? 

C:  C.  Pickett. —  We  have  changed  our  rebind- 
ing from  half  sheep  to  half  morocco.  We  intend 
to  put  an  entire  set  of  Illinois  in  half  morocco. 
Some  we  have  in  sheep  are  in  very  bad  condition, 
but  not  so  bad  that  there  is  any  danger  of  their 
falling  from  the  covers ;  but  the  books  are  crack- 
ing, and  the  leather  is  pulling  from  the  covers. 

Pres.  Dewey.—  Do  you  have  trouble  from  the 
crumbling  of  the  leather  ? 

C:  C.  Pickett. —  That  is  the  great  trouble. 
We  shall  put  the  entire  set  of  Illinois  into 
morocco.  I  would  like  to  get  some  definite  infor- 
mation on  this  subject  of  comparative  cost.  I 
find  when  I  talk  with  gentlemen  who  have  a  great 
deal  of  binding  to  do  that  the  di£Ference  is  not 
considered  excessive ;  but  I  don't  want  to  commit 
our  library  to  the  policy  of  rebinding  in  half 
morocco  unless  the  price  is  not  very  much  in 
excess  of  sheep.  I  understood  it  was  not  much 
so.  We  pay  55  cents  for  half  sheep,  75  cents  for 
full  sheep,  and  ^i.io  for  half  morocco. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  This  is  a  thing  that  is  perfectly 
obvious,  whatever  any  one  may  say.  You  can 
buy  Hausmann  skins,  which  are  the  best  goat 
made,  from  responsible  dealers,  for  ^30  to  ^33  a 
dozen.  Call  it  ^36  a  dozen.  From  one  of  those 
large  skins  you  can  cut  out  nearly  twenty  backft, 
wide  enough  to  accomplish  all  purposes  of  ser- 
vice, and  make  a  complete  hinge.  At  ^3  a  skin 
that  leather  costs  15  cents  a  book.  The  rest  of 
the  price  is  the  cost  of  boards,  thread,  papers 
(which  is  the  same  whether  goat  or  sheep  is  put 
on  the  back),  labor,  and  the  profit  of  the  binder. 
The  price  is  largely  in  excess  of  extra  cost,  owing 
to  the  custom  of  binders.    Certain  trades  have 
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coitoms  and  fashions.  Binders  know  that  people 
don't  order  half  turkey  morocco  unless  they  can 
pay  a  good  price. 

There  is  another  element.  Binders  are  in  the 
habit  of  giving  this  work  to  their  best  men,  and 
they  use  better  thread,  better  lining  paper,  better 
board,  and  a  better  quality  of  morocco.  But 
chiefly  they  use  a  better  profit. 

Are  you  doing  this  experimenting,  Mr.  Pickett, 
with  this  single  set,  or  have  you  adopted  the  policy 
for  the  whole  library  ? 

C.  C.  Pickett. —  I  am  making  experiments  to 
see  how  far  it  is  safe  to  go. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Librarians  should  study  this 
question.  We  agree  that  Russia,  sheep,  and  calf 
are  among  the  bad  leathers  that  we  want  to  get 
rid  of.  Turkey  morocco  or  goat  is  most  durable. 
The  other  materials  we  look  to  for  durable  bind- 
ing are  pig  and  cow  skin.  Other  durable  bindings 
are  in  vegetable  materials.  Books  bound  in  them 
stand  on  the  shelves  for  years ;  indeed,  so  far  as  my 
observation  goes,  books  that  are  not  required  to 
be  handled  a  great  deal,  are  much  more  durable  in 
buckram,  or  duck,  or  even  muslin,  than  in  any 
leather ;  the  animal  element  in  the  leather  decays, 
and  the  vegetable  bindings  last  longer  for  that  rea- 
son. For  those  that  are  going  to  be  used  much,  it 
is  between  goat,  pig,  and  cow  skin.  Mr.  Soule 
made  the  point,  which  Mr.  Johnston  illustrated 
further,  that  sheep  as  now  used  is  tanned  in  a 
way  that  causes  it  to  powder.  The  sumac-tanned 
leather  seems  to  be  strong,  if  we  could  get  it.  I 
found  last  year  in  Scotland  the  libraries  using  pig 
skin.  It  shows  a  handsome  grain,  and  looks 
very  much  like  morocco.  The  pig  skin  which 
we  find  on  old  books  warps  and  twists  badly ;  I 
think  this  serious  fault  came  from  the  failure  to 
prepare  it  properly.  They  are  doing  admirable 
work  on  the  other  side  in  pig  skin.  My  impres- 
sion is  formed,  not  by  personal  experience,  but  by 
what  has  been  said  to  me  by  others.  If  we  could 
introduce  pig  skin  successfully,  it  might  be  well 
because  of  the  enormous  quantity  of  the  material 
we  could  get  in  this  country,  thus  reducing  cost 
That  is  an  important  point  to  look  at,  whether  it 
be  pig  skin,  or  cow  skin,  or  goat ;  it  is  a  duty  of 
every  librarian  to  try  to  induce  his  State,  when 
sending  out  documents  all  over  the  world,  to  use 
the  most  durable  binding  it  can  find,  and  he  should 
understand  all  the  practical  aspects  of  the  ques- 
tion.   Can  we  get  any  further  light } 

Member.— Has  pig-skin  binding  been  tried  to 
show  whether  it  will  stand  this  climate  or  not } 
I  have  one  book  with  that  kind  of  binding  —  a 


dictionary.  I  don't  think  it  will  stand  the  action 
of  gas.    I  think  it  will  crack. 

G:  C.  Gilmore. —  Pig  skin  has  been  found  more 
durable  for  saddles  than  anything  else.  It  would 
be  well  to  find  out  some  factory  where  they  tan 
pig-skin  leather  for  saddles  to  find  out  how  cheaply 
it  could  be  furnished  and  also  something  about  its 
durability  in  saddles. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  We  all  know  the  pig-skin  sad- 
dle is  exposed  to  rain  and  sunshine. 

J.  P.  Dunn. —  The  pig  is  one  of  the  pachyderms, 
and  its  skin  is  much  thicker  than  that  of  the  goat ; 
but  when  you  come  to  make  a  hinge  out  of  it  and 
put  it  on  the  back  of  a  book,  it  must  be  reduced 
to  a  thinner  condition.  These  goat  skins  are  Ger- 
man morocco,  are  they  not  ? 

Pres.  Dewey.— What  do  you  mean  by  German 
morocco  ? 

J.  P.  Dunn. —  Morocco  made  in  Germany. 
That  is  perhaps  what  Mr.  Pickett  is  talking  about 
when  he  said  1 1. 10  for  half  morocco.  The  state- 
ment is  made  as  if  that  is  genuine  Turkish  mo- 
rocco. I  find  the  price  of  German  morocco  is  the 
same  all  over  the  country ;  it  runs  from  85  cents  to 
95  cents,  which  is  the  cheapest  that  can  be  had. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  The  Hausmann  morocco  b  the 
best  grade.  It  is  Turkey  morocco,  but  not  nec- 
essarily made  in  Turkey.  It  is  a  goat  skin  with 
a  strongly  marked  grain.  Persian  morocco  it 
goat  also,  but  from  a  smaller  animal,  and  it  is  a 
poorer  and  much  cheaper  skin. 

J.  P.  Dunn. —  The  cheapest  I  can  get  German 
morocco  for  is  80  cents  to  85  cents  for  ordinary 
8vo.  I  get  good  full  sheep  binding  for  55  cents. 
My  impression  is  that  the  trouble  with  the  binding 
is  not  in  the  way  the  skins  are  tanned,  but  it  comet 
a  good  deal  from  the  way  they  clean  them  in  the 
bindery.  The  binders  use  oxalic  acid  to  wash  off 
the  book,  and  unless  it  is  very  carefully  used  it 
spoils  the  skin.  I  have  my  binder  put  on  very 
little  and  take  it  off  very  quickly.  I  think  that  it 
the  cause  of  most  of  the  binding  rotting. 

Pres.  Dewey.—  Why  do  you  use  full  instead  of 
half  sheep  ? 

J.  P.  Dunn. —  Because  it  is  the  custom  of  the 
country. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Do  you  think  it  is  a  good 
custom } 

J.  P.  Dunn.—  Yes.  When  I  rebind  part  ol  a 
set  of  books,  I  don*t  want  to  put  them  in  a  dififer* 
ent  binding. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Half  and  full  sheep  look 
exactly  alike  on  the  shelves  ? 

J.  P.  Dunn.—  Yes.    As  matter  of  fact,  a  full 


ASSOCIATION  OF  STATE  LIBRARIANS. 


W 


side  will  wear  better  than  a  paper  side,  if  you  don't 
get  a  skin  that  will  rip  and  tear.  Some  skins,  you 
know,  will  roll  up  and  spoil. 

F:  M.  Crunden. —  My  experiments  have  shown 
results  exactly  as  indicated ;  viz.  that  morocco  is 
the  best  leather,  and  sheepskin  is  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. As  regards  pig  skin  I  know  nothing.  For 
books  that  remain  on  the  shelves  without  much 
handling,  vegetable  materials  are  best.  After 
being  on  the  shelves  thirty  years,  they  seem  to  be 
just  as  good  as  evier,  whereas  books  handsomely 
bound  in  leather  ten  years  ago,  begin  to  show 
signs  of  crumbling  and  weakening  at  the  hinges. 
These  points  we  can  consider  fairly  settled.  Of 
the  leathers,  so  far  as  I  know,  setting  aside  pig 
skin,  about  which  I  know  nothing,  morocco  is  best ; 
for  books  used  but  little,  duck  or  buckram. 

R.  B.  PooLK,  of  N.  Y. —  I  agree  with  what  Mr. 
Crunden  said  about  morocco.  The  question  is 
whether  you  get  morocco  or  not.  Persian  and 
German  morocco  are  two  different  things.  Persian 
morocco  is  even  worse  than  sheep  skin.  The  dark 
color  turns  brown  and  breaks  at  the  hinges.  My 
binder  has  discarded  it.  There  is  a  great  variety 
of  moroccos.  Of  course  you  know  the  genuine 
Levant  morocco  is  the  best  thing  to  use,  but  it  is 
very  expensive.  We  have  a  great  deal  of  sheep  skin 
that  is  worked  up  into  morocco.  They  take  a 
mould  with  the  stamp  of  a  genuine  goat  skin  and 
then  stamp  the  sheep  skin,  and  so  get  regular 
morocco  grain.  Only  an  expert  can  determine 
whether  it  is  sheep  or  goat  skin. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Some  of  the  best  binders  can- 
not distinguish  it.  I  had  a  book  bound  in  what 
purported  to  be  morocco,  and  brought  it  to  a 
skilful  binder,  and  asked  if  the  leather  was  gen- 
uine morocco.  He  examined  it  carefully,  and 
finally  said :  "  I  cannot  tell  unless  you  let  me  take 
the  book  to  pieces  and  get  at  the  back  side  of  the 
leather." 

J.  P.  Dunn. —  For  how  much  can  you  bind 
octavos  in  half  morocco  ? 

A  MEMBER. —  From  $1  to  I1.25. 

J.  P.  Dunn.— There  is  that  much  difference 
between  genuine  Turkish  morocco  and  the  Ger- 
man morocco. 

A  MEMBER. —  The  Turkish  Levant  is  the 
most  expensive  skin.  I  have  had  small  8vos 
bound  for  75  cents  in  Turkish  morocco,  and 
Harper's  for  ^1.25.  The  book  comes  to  pieces 
before  the  cover  breaks.  That  is  the  greatest 
difficulty  I  have,  altogether  the  greatest. 

D.  V.  R.  Johnston.—  Do  the  signatures  fall  out, 
or  does  the  book  break  in  two  at  the  back  ? 


Ans. —  Sections  fall  out ;  pull  right  out  I  had 
some  books  bound  for  90  cents  a  volume.  I  would 
rather  pay  %i,\o  now  and  get  stronger  binding. 

F:  M.  Crunden. —  I  don't  know  what  maybe 
the  different  prices  of  things  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  country,  but  the  lowest  price  mentioned  yet 
I  can  beat  by  at  least  ten  per  cent.  For  such 
books  as  you  have  referred  to,  we  should  not  pay 
more  than  80  cents.  %\  or  I1.25  seems  a  very 
high  price.  We  get  genuine  morocco  binding, 
Harper  s  magazine,  I  think,  for  60  cents. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Is  yours  genuine  morocco  ? 

F:  M.  Crunden. —  Yes,  genuine  morocco.  I 
am  not  quite  sure  whether  it  is  60  cent  or  80  cent. 
Take  the  highest  price,  and  it  is  lower  than  any 
mentioned  yet. 

J.  P.  Dunn. — Can  you  tell  whether  this  leather 
is  Persian  or  German  morocco  ? 

F:  M.  Crunden. —  It  is  Turkey  morocco.  It 
has  a  good  grain,  and  the  books  are  well  sewed. 
We  have  no  trouble,  except  with  those  books  that 
are  subjected  to  hard  usage;  then  the  difficulty  is 
with  the  sewing.  We  often  rebind  in  the  same 
covers.  I  want  to  speak  of  a  paper  prepared  so 
as  to  look  like  parchment.  I  have  seen  it  used 
for  the  comers  of  books.  It  seemed  to  me  to  be 
a  very  durable  substance.    It  is  parchment  paper. 

H.  H.  Cook. —  We  have  used  it  in  binding 
i2mos,  or  something  like  that,  and  it  is  very 
durable.  The  |i.io  binding  for  8vos  is  the  bind- 
ing we  put  on  our  books  for  retail  trade;  it  is 
the  best  morocco  binding  that  can  be  had,  and  is 
as  cheap  as  it  can  be  done  in  this  quality.  There 
seems  to  be  a  difference  between  Persian  and 
German  morocco.  It  is  out  of  my  line.  We  have 
bound  1 2mos  and  volumes  dose  to  that  size,  in 
quantities,  as  low  as  55  cents.  I  suppose  it  is  as 
good  as  the  average  library  uses.  We  have  an 
enormous  amount  of  binding  to  do  in  the  course 
of  the  year. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  There  was  a  point  brought  up 
by  Mr.  Johnston  regarding  sumac  tanning.  A 
binder  who  uses  large  quantities  of  leather  wished 
a  certain  leather,  and  found  that  he  could  not  get 
it  in  this  country.  He  imported  some  of  it  from 
England,  and  brought  a  sample  to  a  number  of 
leather  men  in  New  York,  and  said,  **  If  you  can 
furnish  leather  like  that,  I  can  use  so  much  every 
year.'*  And  they  furnished  it,  though  it  took  them 
some  months  to  learn  to  match  their  samples.  If 
we  want  sumac-tanned  sheep  or  pig  skin,  or  what- 
ever it  may  be,  this  Association,  through  a  compe- 
tent committee,  can  certainly  induce  some  tanner 
to  tan  leather  suitable  for  the  purpose. 
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I  think  New  York  pajrs  less  than  20  cents  a 
volume  for  binding  our  session  laws.  You  can 
understand  that  a  man  who  contracts  to  bind  doc- 
uments at  sucfi  a  price,  to  furnish  the  leather  for 
the  book  and  the  leather  for  the  labels,  and  so  on, 
at  20  cents  a  volume,  must  use  everything  of  the 
cheapest  and  most  shoddy  kind.  A  good  many 
other  States  do  the  same  thing.  If  you  could  get 
two  or  three  States  to  bind  a  book  properly,  it 
would  serve  as  a  model  for  the  rest.  I  understand 
from  most  of  you  that  you  have  very  little  tooling 
on  your  books.  Our  binding  bills  are  large  enough 
to  secure  us  a  discount  from  the  binder's  regular 
prices  of  25  per  cent.  They  were  so  at  Columbia, 
and  will  be  even  larger  at  Albany.  But  that  point 
was  based  on  the  specifications  as  to  the  leather, 
the  board,  and  the  quality  of  thread.  I  think  we 
get  as  low  a  price  as  can  be  got  for  good  work. 
I  feel  as  I  did  at  Milwaukee  when  some  figures 
were  given  from  Indianapolis,  where  they  claimed 
to  bind  for  50  per  cent  of  what  it  cost  us, —  there 
must  be  some  mistake  as  to  *quality  or  as  to  cost. 
I  have  tried  very  hard  to  do  it,  and  doubt  if  you 
can  get  below  90  cents  for  8vos,  in  the  best  A.  L. 
A.  Turkey  binding. 

F:  M.  Crunden. —  yfe  pay  60  cents  for  Jfar' 
per^s  magazine  bound  in  full  duck.  We  always 
bind  our  reference  copies  in  full  duck,  because  i^ 
lasts  better  than  the  best  leather.  We  get  half- 
morocco  at  80  cents. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Does  the  duck  last  better  than 
the  8o>cent  morocco  ? 

F:  M.  Crunden.—  I  think  that  the  magazines 
kept  on  the  shelves  for  reference  will  be  in  better 
condition  twenty  years  from  now  than  those  bound 
in  full  morocco. 

Member. —  Does  it  pay  to  use  silk,  for  strength 
purely,  on  a  volume  like  an  index,  used  for  refei 
ence  purposes  right  along  ? 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Would  it  not  be  wise  to  con- 
tinue this  committee  on  binding,  and  let  them  take 
the  results  of  this  discussion  and  of  the  investiga- 
tions during  the  year,  and  have  next  year  definite 
recommendations  for  binding  law  books  and  State 
documents  ? 

D.  V.  R.  Johnston. —  I  ask  Mr.  Crunden  if 
his  books  are  burnished  and  have  vellum  corners, 
or  are  simply  sprinkled. 

F:  M.  Crunden.—  Simply  sprinkled,  and  not 
vellum  corners,  but  leather  corners.  Occasionally, 
when  we  have  a  set  of  nice  books  come  in,  we 
have  them  burnished  or  gilded,  but  the  binder 
don't  charge  us  anything  extra  for  it.  He  puts 
them  in  for  the  regular  price  —  40  cents  for  half 


morocco,  i2mo.    We  make  the  binding  as  simple 
as  possible. 

D.  V.  R.  Johnston.—  Our  binder  told  me  he 
must  have  15  cents  for  burnishing  a  book. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Fifteen  cents  will  cover  the  ex- 
pense of  gilding  the  top  of  an  ordinary  8vo.  The 
burnishing  alone  costs  only  2  or  3  cents.  Was 
Mr.  Cook,  of  A.  C.  McClurg  &  Co.,  binding  edi- 
tions of  100  copies  ? 

H.  H.  Cook.—  They  were  sets  of  Holmes,  and 
Dickens,  and  books  of  that  kind  —  1 5  or  20  sets  at  a 
time ;  and  we  were  trying  to  make  a  handsome  book. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  The  gilt  of  course  is  very  hand- 
some. The  point  is  get  the  top  burnished. 
With  a  sprinkled  top  the  dust  will  work  in  and 
soil  the  pages.  We  have  practised  treating  a 
book  as  if  it  were  to  be  gilt,  polishing  the  edge 
down  with  agate.  We  thus  get  a  surface  from 
which  the  dust  is  very  easily  brushed.  To  gild  all 
the  volumes  would  cost  considerable.  This  costs 
only  a  few  cents. 

Shall  we  continue  this  committee  for  another 
year,  with  the  view  of  getting  definite  recommenda- 
tions ?  I  move  Mr.  Johnston  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  binding  for  the  ensuing  year,  for  the 
special  purpose  of  continuing  this  investigation. 
Voted. 

Pres.  Dewey. — Two  or  three  have  asked  me  in 
regard  to  membership  in  this  section.  Our  con- 
stitution provides  (reads).  As  I  said  this  morning, 
the  interests  of  State  libraries  are  in  the  hearts  of 
many  besides  the  incumbents  of  the  position  of 
State  librarian.  We  wish  to  give  to  all  of  you  the 
most  hearty  welcome.  That  of  course  is  not  nec- 
essary for  participation  in  this  discussion.  I  hope 
any  of  you  wishing  to  join  this  section  will  give  in 
your  names  at  the  close  of  this  session. 

G:  C.  GiLMORE. —  I  think  the  splitting  machine 
is  at  the  bottom  of  this  trouble.  I  have  never  had 
any  book-covering  experience,  but  in  roll-covering 
I  have.  When  we  get  a  splitting  machine  that 
can  split  a  10  dollar  bill  or  a  one  dollar  bill,  sev- 
eral times,  it  can  easily  make  three  or  four  thick- 
ntBses  of  this  leather. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Binders  use  split  leather  for 
titles. 

D.  V.  R.  Johnston.— Pig  skins  are  split  or 
scraped. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Mr.  Johnston  will  get  much 
information  next  year  that  will  be  of  great  value 
to  us.  I  had  a  strange  experience  not  long  ago 
with  binders  in  New  York,  illustrating  the  diffi- 
culty of  being  certain  about  skins.  I  ordered 
some  books  bound  in  genuine  Turkish  morocco, 
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Hausmann  skin,  without  limit  as  to  price.  The 
books  came,  and  I  wrote  back  that  they  had  used 
Persian  morocco.  They  sent  four  or  five  letters, 
and  tried  to  convince  me  that  I  was  mistaken; 
and  finally  sent  up  an  agent  of  the  dealer  from 
whom  they  bought  the  skins.  That  rascal  tried 
to  convince  me  that  the  leather  was  genuine 
Turkish  morocco,  till  I  asked  him,  '*  For  how  much 
did  you  sell  that  leather  to  this  firm  ? ''  He  dodged 
the  question,  but  finally  I  found  out  that  the  price 
was  $22  a  dozen.  I  said,  "  You  know  you  cannot 
buy  Hausmann  skins  for  less  than  I33  a  dozen  in 
New  York."  Yet  the  men  who  sent  him  up  were 
men  who  had  been  all  their  lives  in  that  business. 
They  believed  what  they  told  me,  and  they 
thought  they  were  sending  up  a  man  to  prove  to 
me  what  they,  with  their  life-long  experience,  be- 
lieved. After  such  experiences  I  felt  a  little  thin- 
skinned  when  Brother  Dunn  said  I  was  using 
German  morocco. 

We  will  now  take  up  the  question  of  the 
exchange  of  State  documents,  with  suggestions 
for  improving  it.  Mr.  Dunn  is  Chairman  of  that 
committee. 

J.  P.  Dunn,  Jr.,  State  Librarian  of  Indiana, 
read  his 

REPORT  ON  EXCHANGE  OF  STATE  DOCUMENTS. 

The  resolution  under  which  the  committee  on 
existing  laws  for  interchange  of  documents  among 
the  States  was  appointed,  provided  that  the  Chair- 
man should  appoint  two  other  members  to  act 
with  him.  On  account  of  the  nature  of  the  work 
and  the  somewhat  discouraging  results  of  my 
efforts  to  secure  cooperation,  I  decided  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  the  committee  myself,  and  have 
done  so,  with  the  exception  of  some  assistance 
rendered  by  W.  W.  Thornton,  Librarian  of  the 
Indiana  State  Law  Library.  I  have  not  appointed 
the  additional  members  contemplated  by  the 
resolution. 

As  a  preliminary  step,  in  February  last  I  sent 
out  explanatory  circulars  to  all  the  State  and 
Territorial  librarians,  asking  a  brief  statement  of 
their  system  of  exchange,  with  references  to  the 
statutory  authority,  and  an  expression  of  opinion 
as  to  whether  the  system  in  use  was  satisfactory. 
At  the  same  time  I  forwarded  the  latest  Indiana 
documents  and  a  check  list  of  older  ones,  offering 
to  supply  deficiencies  as  far  as  possible.  I  re- 
ceived answers  from  ten  libraries;  viz.  Arizona, 
Arkansas,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Louisiana,  Massachu- 
setts, Nevada,  New  Mexico,  Ohio,  and  Wisconsin, 
and  sevend  of  these  gave  wrong  references  to 


their  laws  on  the  subject.  I  have  therefore  pre- 
pared the  following  synopsis  of  the  laws  of  the 
States  and  Territories,  from  the  best  authorities 
accessible,  and  offer  it  for  what  it  may  be  worth. 
I  think  it  is  accurate  in  the  main,  but  do  not 
guarantee  any  part  of  it. 

Alabama.  Distribution  is  made  by  Secretary 
of  State,  under  sees.  232,  236  of  the  Code  of  1887. 
The  law  requires  him  to  furnish  two  copies  of 
laws  and  one  of  other  documents  to  other  States. 

Arizona.  Distribution  is  made  by  Secretary 
of  the  Territory  under  sec.  2950  Rev.  Stats,  of 
1887.  It  is  expected  that  the  system  will  be 
changed  at  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature,  and 
the  duty  of  distribution  given  to  the  State  Libra- 
rian. 

Arkansas.  The  distribution  is  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  who  is  ex-officio  librarian,  under 
sees.  3137,  3140  of  Mansfield's  Digest  (1884). 
There  is  no  specific  requirement  to  furnish  other 
States.  The  system  is  considered  satisfactory  in 
the  Sute. 

California.  The  librarian  is  authorized  to 
exchange  all  documents  with  other  States  by  sec. 
2295  Deerings  Statutes,  Vol.  i  (1886). 

Colorado.  Distribution  to  other  States  is 
made  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
who  is  ex-officio  librarian,  under  sec.  2081  Gen*l 
Stats,  of  1883.  It  is  wholly  discretionary  with 
him. 

Connecticut.  Distribution  is  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  under  sec.  317  Gen*l  Stats.  1888, 
State  Librarian  under  sec.  321  of  same,  etc 

Supplying  other  States  is  obligatory  as  to  some 
documents,  discretionary  as  to  others,  and  appar- 
ently not  provided  for  as  to  others.  (See  sec.  425 
as  to  journals.) 

Delaware.  Distribution  is  made  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  under  chaps.  4  and  6  Rev.  Stats, 
of  1874.    Supplying  other  States  is  obligatory. 

Florida.  Distribution  is  made  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  who  is  ex-officio  librarian,  under 
chap.  140  of  McClellan's  Digest  (1881).  Supply- 
ing other  States  is  obligatory. 

Georgia.  Dbtribution  is  made  by  the  State 
Librarian  under  sees.  118,  121  of  the  Code  of 
1882.  Supplying  other  States  appears  discretion- 
ary, except  that  it  is  put  on  a  basis  of  exchange 
as  to  Supreme  Court  reports. 

Idaho. 
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Illinois.  Distribution  is  made  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  who  is  tx-officio  librarian,  under 
sees.  58-60  of  chap.  127  Rev.  Stats,  of  1889. 
Supplying  other  States  is  obligatory. 

Indiana.  Distribution  of  laws  is  made  by 
Secretary  of  State  (sec  5594  Rev.  Stats.,  1881), 
of  journals  by  the  State  Librarian  (Acts  of  1889, 
p.  59),  Supreme  Court  reports  by  the  Law  Libra- 
rian in  his  discretion.  Supplying  other  States  is 
authorized  only  on  a  basis  of  equal  exchange. 
Department  reports  are  in  discretionary  control 
of  the  departments.  Some  advance  towards  re- 
form in  exchange  was  made  at  the  last  session  of 
the  Legislature,  and  more  is  expected  at  the  next. 

Indian  Territory. 

Iowa.  Distribution  of  documents  is  made  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  under  sec.  126  McLains 
Rev.  Stats.  (1888).  He  is  required  to  supply 
States  that  reciprocate  in  kind.  The  law  is  con- 
sidered satisfactory  in  the  State. 

Kansas.  Distribution  is  made,  as  to  other 
States,  by  the  State  Librarian,  excepting  depart- 
ment reports,  which  are  sent  out  at  the  discretion 
of  the  departments.  The  Librarian's  authority  is 
found  in  sees.  1953,  3646^  3648,  and  6682  of  the 
Gen*l  Stats,  of  1889.  The  Librarian  is  of  opinion 
that  all  exchanges  should  be  made  through  one 
officer. 

Kentucky.  The  State  Librarian  is  required 
to  furnish  session  laws  to  the  other  States  by  sec. 
8,  chap.  67  of  the  Gen'l  Stats,  of  1888.  There 
appears  to  be  no  provision  as  to  any  other 
documents. 

Louisiana.  Distribution  is  made  by  the  Librap 
rian  under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  by 
whom  he  is  ap]x>inted.  Other  States  are  author- 
ized to  be  supplied  on  the  exchange  system.  The 
law  is  not  satisfactory,  but  it  is  thought  that  no 
change  involving  additional  expense  could  be 
made. 

Maine.  The  Governor  is  authorized  to  furnish 
three  copies  of  the  laws  and  one  each  of  the 
Supreme  Court  reports,  and  all  other  documents 
printed  by  the  State,  to  the  governors  of  other 
States,  by  sec.  84,  chap.  2,  Rev.  Stats.  1883. 

Maryland.  The  State  Librarian  is  required 
to  send  one  copy  each  of  the  laws,  journals,  and 
documents  to  the  executive  departments  of  other 
States,  art.  55,  sec.  7  Public  Gen*l  Laws  (1888). 

Massachusetts.  Distribution  is  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  under  chap.  440, 


Acts  of  1889,  and  other  laws.    The  system  is 
considered  satisfactory. 

Michigan.  The  State  Librarian  is  authorized 
to  make  exchanges  with  other  States  of  all  docu- 
ments printed  by  the  State,  by  sec.  303  of  Howell's 
Statutes  (1882). 

Minnesota.  The  State  Librarian  is  required 
to  furnish  other  States  with  laws,  reports,  and 
documents,  by  sec  60,  p.  92  of  vol.  i,  and  sec  34, 
p.  62,  vol.  2  of  the  Statutes  (1878  and  1888). 

Mississippi.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  required 
to  fvrnish  two  copies  of  the  laws  and  journals  to 
the  executive  of  each  State,  by  sec  209  Rev. 
Code  of  1880,  and  to  exchange  Supreme  Court 
reports  by  sec.  266  of  the  same. 

Missouri.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  required 
to  furnish  three  copies  of  the  laws  to  other  States, 
by  sec.  6578  Rev.  Stats,  of  1889;  and  the  State 
Librarian  is  authorized  to  exchange  reports  of 
Supreme  Court  by  sec.  8212  of  the  same. 

Montana. 

Nebraska.  The  State  Law  Librarian  is  re- 
quired to  furnish  one  copy  of  every  book  or 
pamphlet  published  by  the  State  to  each  other 
State,  for  use  of  the  State  Library,  by  sec  14, 
chap.  85  of  the  Compiled  Stats.  (1885). 

Nevada.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  required 
to  furnish  copies  of  the  laws,  journals,  and  Su- 
preme Court  reix>rts  to  other  States,  by  sees.  1793 
and  2561,  Gen'l  Stats,  of  1885.  The  system  is  con- 
sidered satisfactory,  but  an  improvement  would 
probably  not  meet  with  opposition. 

New  Hampshire.  The  Secretary  of  State 
furnishes  copies  of  State  publications  to  other 
States  on  an  exchange  basis,  under  various  laws 
(see  sec.  6,  p.  71,  sec  7,  p.  50,  etc,  Gen'l  Laws 
of  1878.  The  system  gives  satisfaction,  and  is 
accompanied  by  a  practice  of  cutting  off  States 
that  do  not  reciprocate,  which  is  worthy  of 
imitation. 

New  Jersey.  The  State  Librarian  is  required 
to  supply  other  States  with  all  State  publications, 
by  sec.  9,  p.  425  of  Supplement  to  Rev.  Stats,  of 
N.J.  (1887). 

New  York.  Distribution  to  other  States  is 
made  by  the  State  Librarian  under  the  authority 
of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  University  of  the 
State,  conferred  by  chap.  529  of  the  Laws  of  1889. 

New  Mexico.  Distribution  to  other  States  is 
made  by  the  Territorial  Librarian  under  super- 
vision of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  library 
(Laws  of  1889,  p.  93).    The  system  is  conaiderod 
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fairly  satisfactory,  but  could  be  amended  without 
much  opposition. 

North  Carolina.  The  Secretary  of  State  is 
required  to  supply  laws  and  Supreme  Court 
reports  to  other  States  by  sees.  3632,  3635,  and 
3641  of  the  Code  of  1883.  No  provision  is  made 
as  to  journals  and  other  documents. 

North  Dakota. 

Ohio.  The  Governor  is  made  the  agent  for 
supplying  other  States  with  documents  by  sec.  73 
Rev.  Stats,  of  1890,  but  I  am  informed  that  the 
distribution  is  in  fact  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  The  library  does  not  take  any  care  of  any- 
thing but  laws  and  Supreme  Court  reports,  and, 
judging  from  a  recent  article  in  the  Library  jour- 
nal, is  not  in  a  hopeful  condition. 

Oregon.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  required  to 
furnish  copies  of  laws  and  journal  to  other  States 
by  sec.  3964  Hill's  Annotated  Laws  of  1887. 

Pennsylvania.  The  laws  of  this  State  con- 
cerning public  documents  were  revised  in  1887, 
and  the  State  Librarian  was  given  entire  control 
of  the  distribution  to  other  States  of  all  public 
documents.  Brightly's  Purden's  Digest,  Supple- 
ment, p.  2373. 

Rhode  Island.  Distribution  of  laws  is  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  who  is  ex-officio  librarian, 
under  sec.  8,  chap.  20^  Public  Stats.  1882;  and 
Governor  is  authorized  to  exchange  any  public 
documents  with  other  States  by  sec.  9,  chap.  20  of 
same. 

South  Carolina.  The  State  Librarian  is 
required  to  furnish  copies  of  the  journals,  acts, 
reports,  etc.,  to  other  States  by  sees.  37,  38,  and 
2107  of  the  Gen'l  Stats,  of  1882. 

South  Dakota. 

Tennessee.  The  State  Librarian  is  required 
to  furnish  all  documents  to  other  States,  by  sees. 
34,  35  and  39  of  the  Code  of  1884. 

Texas.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  required  to 
furnish  all  documents  to  other  States,  by  art.  2723 
Sayle's  Civil  Stats.  (1889). 

Utah. 

Vermont.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  required 
to  supply  the  laws  to  the  other  States,  by  sec. 
4572  Rev.  Laws  of  1880.  The  State  Librarian  is 
given  custody  of  the  Supreme  Court  reports,  but 
no  provision  is  made  by  law  for  supplying  them 
or  the  legislative  documents  to  other  States. 

Virginia.  The  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wtalth  is  raquired  to  supply  laws  to  other  States, 


by  sec.  278  Code  of  1887,  but  no  provision  appears 
as  to  other  documents. 

Washington.  The  Librarian  is  authorized  to 
exchange  Supreme  Court  reports  with  other  libra- 
ries, by  sec.  2611  Code  of  1881,  but  no  provision 
appears  as  to  other  documents. 

West  Virginia.  The  Secretary  of  State  is 
authorized  to  furnish  copies  of  State  publications 
on  an  exchange  basis,  by  chap.  13,  sec.  i,  and 
chap.  15,  sec.  4  of  the  Code  of  1887. 

Wisconsin.  The  Librarian  is  authorized  to 
supply  other  States  on  an  exchange  basis,  by  sec 
372  Sanborn  and  Berryman's  Annotated  Stats. 
(1889).    This  system  is  satisfactory  to  the  State. 

Wyoming.  The  Secretary  of  the  Territory  was 
authorized  to  exchange  publications  with  other 
States,  by  sec  1428  Rev.  Stats,  of  1887.  What 
the  State  has  done  is  not  known. 

From  the  foregoing  it  is  evident  that  there  is  an 
injudicious  diversity  of  systems  in  the  States;  but 
it  is  more  painfully  evident  that  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  librarians  and  other  distributing  agents 
who  are  not  doing  their  duty.  A  few  States 
evidently  do  not  contemplate  furnishing  some  of 
their  documents — especially  legislative  and  docu- 
mentary journals —  to  other  States,  as  they  have 
only  200  or  300  of  them  printed.  A  number  of 
State  libraries  do  not  keep  anything  but  laws  and 
Supreme  Court  reports,  do  not  desire  to  receive 
other  documents,  and  will  make  no  endeavor  to 
furnish  other  documents  to  other  States.  On  the 
whole,  I  think  the  most  serious  question  confront- 
ing us  is  how  to  induce  State  librarians  to  perform 
their  legal  duties. 

I  see  no  solution  for  this  question,  except  a 
resort  to  the  boycott  by  those  librarians  who  are 
ready  and  willing  to  furnish  their  documents  to 
other  States.  So  long  as  they  continue  to  do  so, 
without  exacting  an  equivalent  in  return,  the 
whole  evil  will  continue  as  it  exists.  The  avail- 
able fulcrum  for  this  lever  will  in  all  cases  be 
found  in  the  session  laws  and  Supreme  Court 
reports,  which  all  State  librarians  are  desirous  of 
obtaining,  and  which  are  of  sufficient  importance 
to  impress  the  minds  of  higher  officials,  in  case 
the  librarian  continue  derelict.  I  therefore  rec- 
ommend, I,  that  the  members  of  this  Association 
enter  into  a  solemn  compact  not  to  furnish,  or, 
so  far  as  in  their  power  lies,  permit  to  be  fur- 
nished, any  State  publications  of  any  kind  to  any 
State  that  will  not  hereafter  furnish  all  its  publi- 
cations to  all  the  States  represented  in  the  com- 
pacti   a,  that  a  drcalar  be  sent  to  all  State 
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librarians  not  originally  in  the  compact,  asking 
them  to  join  in  it ;  3,  that  all  those  who  do  not 
reply  by  a  fixed  time,  and  all  those  who,  on 
account  of  the  condition  of  their  laws,  cannot 
comply,  be  blacklisted,  and  cut  off  from  any 
supply  until  they  are  ready  to  enter  the  compact, 
and  supply  deficiencies  from  this  date;  4,  that 
those  entering  into  the  compact  pledge  their  words 
to  supply  past  deficiencies  as  far  as  possible ;  5, 
that  a  State  which  furnishes  all  its  publications 
be  entitled  to  receive  all  the  publications  of  the 
other  States  without  regard  to  the  number  or 
character  of  such  publications ;  6,  that  when  any 
State  is  blacklisted,  the  Governor  and  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  thereof  be  notified  of  the 
same  and  the  reasons  therefor,  and  be  furnished 
copies  of  the  circular  sent  to  the  Librarian. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J-  P.  Dunn,  Jr. 

D.  V.  R.  Johnston.— What  good  will  it  do  if 
they  don't  care  ?  There  was  a  box  sent  by  us  to 
a  certain  State  library,  with  freight  paid  as  far  as 
we  could  pay  it  in  advance.  A  small  balance  was 
due,  and  they  would  not  pay  the  charges  on  the 
box.  We  sent  word  that,  if  they  would  pay  the 
balance,  and  report  the  amount,  we  would  send 
it  back  to  them.  This  was  not  done,  and  the  box 
came  back  to  Albany. 

A.  S.  Batchellor. —  I  favor  the  general  prin- 
ciples involved  in  the  report.  We  have  practiced 
them  in  New  Hampshire,  so  far  as  we  have  had 
control  of  the  State  publications  in  the  State 
Library,  and  we  need  a  little  legislation,  which  we 
expect  to  get  this  winter,  putting  more  complete 
control  in  the  hands  of  the  State  Librarian. 

Mr.  Dunn  moved  the  adoption  of  his  report. 

After  general  discussion 

G:  C:  GiLMORE  moved  that  the  report  be 
accepted,  and  laid  over  for  the  year.    Voted. 

J.  P.  Dunn  moved  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  "  The  American  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science,"  in  regard  to  the 
distribution  of  U.  S.  documents. 

D.  V.  R.  Johnston. —  I  move  that  Mr.  Hovey  be 
appointed  a  committee  to  form  a  plan  of  action, 
to  act  upon  that  plan,  and  re]X>rt  the  results  of 
his  action  at  the  next  annual  meeting.    Voted. 

T.  L.  Cole. —  I  move  a  committee  of  five  to 
draft,  in  the  form  of  a  bill  for  the  legislatures,  a 
definite  proposal  of  library  laws  for  the  govern- 
ment of  State  libraries  and  the  distribution  of 
public  documents,  embodying  our  platform  in  the 
bill  form,  and  such  other  matters  as  the  com- 


mittee may  see  fit,  in  harmony  with  the  platform 
adopted  at  St.  Louis,  as  contained  in  the  printed 
address  in  the  hands  of  the  members.    Voted. 

Voted  that  a  committee  be  appointed,  whose 
business  it  shall  be  to  examine  into  the  laws  re- 
quiring the  distribution  of  documents,  to  bring  to 
bear,  for  the  enforcement  of  those  laws,  such  pres- 
sure as  is  in  their  power,  and,  if  necessary,  to  write 
to  governors  and  secretaries  of  State  that  the  des- 
ignated officers  are  not  carrying  out  the  laws. 

T.  L.  Cole  reported  at  length  on  the  present 
condition  of  State  and  law  libraries.  This  report 
was  accepted  and  will  be  printed  by  the  Bureau  of 
Education,  with  other  statistical  reports  laid  before 
this  Conference. 

A  recess  was  taken  till  8.30  Thursday  morning. 

THURSDAY,  SEPT.  II,  189O,  8.3O  A.  M. 

Pres.  DeweV  read  a  letter  from  R.  R.  Bowker, 
and  exhibited  proofs  of  the  lists  of  the  recent  State 
publications  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts,  and 
explained  the  importance  to  State  libraries  of 
having  the  same  work  printed  for  all  the  States. 

Voted^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  notify 
the  State  librarians  that  Mr.  Bowker  is  doing  this 
work  at  his  own  expense,  and  to  urge  their  coop- 
eration in  making  the  work  accurate  and  com- . 
plete. 

A  number  of  letters  were  read  from  gov- 
ernors, secretaries  of  State,  State  superintendents 
of  education,  and  State  librarians,  approving  the 
work  of  the  Association  and  promising  cooperation. 
Also  letter  from  Chairman  Russell,  of  the  House 
Committee  on  Printing,  and  from  the  Postmaster- 
General  as  to  reduction  in  postage  on  library 
books.  Also,  as  a  "  pickle  to  go  with  our  maple 
sugar,"  an  extract,  remarkable  for  its  discourtesy 
and  its  ignorance  of  the  character,  aims,  and 
methods  of  the  American  Library  Association, 
from  the  report  of  the  New  Jersey  State  Libra- 
rian, Nov.  1889. 

After  discussion  regarding  appointments  of 
State  librarians,  it  was 

Voted^  That  when  there  shall  be  a  vacancy  in  the 
position  of  State  librarian,  an  impersonal  petition, 
mentioning  no  candidate,  be  made  by  this  Associa- 
tion, that  the  place  be  filled  on  account  of  qualifi- 
cations, and  not  by  reason  of  the  politics  of  the 
applicant,  and  that  the  Executive  Board  inform 
the  members  of  opportunities  for  making  such 
petitions. 

VoUd,  That  if  the  Executive  Board  shall  deem  it 
advisable,  this  Association  shall  meet  in  Decem- 
ber, 1890. 

Voted^  That  the  meeting  in  San  Francisco  be 
called  two  days  before  the  A.  L.  A.,  in  order  to 
give  the  entire  time  to  the  work  of  this  Association, 
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FRIDAY,  8.30  A.  If. 

The  following  officers  were  elected : — 

President, 
Melvil  Dewey,  Director  N.  Y.  State  Library. 

Vice-President. 
W:  H.  H.  Taylor,  State  Librarian  of  Minnesota. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
C:  C.  Pickett,  Assistant  Librarian  Chicago  Bar 
Association. 

Executive  Board, 
The  above  officers  and 
William  H.  Egle,  State  Librarian  of  Pennsylvania, 
Talbot  H.  Wallis,  ex-State  Librarian  of  California. 

Mr.  Pickett  gave  notice  of  a  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution,  changing  the  name  to 
"American  State  and  Law  Librarians'  Associa- 
tion," and  it  was  voted  to  submit  it  for  action  as 
provided  by  the  constitution. 

Votedf  That  those  not  directly  connected  with 


any  State  or  law  library,  but  who  are  specially 
interested  in  the  work  of  the  Association,  be 
cordially  invited  to  attend  the  next  meeting,  and 
join  witn  us  in  our  work. 

SATURDAY,  8.45  A.  M. 

Voted^  That  the  Executive  Board  have  power  to 
change  time  and  place  appointed  for  meetings  in 
case  of  urgent  reasons. 

Mr.  Pickett  moved  that  a  meeting  of  State 
librarians  be  called  at  Chicago,  on  or  about  the 
second  Tuesday  in  December,  1890. 

After  protracted  discussion  of  times  and  places, 
it  was  decided  to  leave  the  whole  matter  of 
meetings  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Board. 

Adjourned,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  Executive 
Board. 

The  register  shows  an  attendance  of  3  trustees, 
22  State  librarians  or  assistants,  5  represent- 
ing law  library  interests,  beside  others  interested 
in  the  special  work  of  this  section. 


TRUSTEES'   SECTION,   A.  L.  A. 


A  meeting  of  trustees  of  libraries  present  at  the 
twelfth  annual  meeting  of  the  A.  L.  A.  was  held 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  *'  Trustees'  Section." 
There  were  present  Dr.  Herbert  B.  Adams,  trus- 
tee of  Amherst  College,  Mass.  (Prof.  History  Johns 
Hopkins  Univ.) ;  N.  H.  Cooke,  Public  Library  of 
Hinsdale,  111.;  Thomas  B.  Garland,  Public  Li- 
brary of  Dover,  N.  H. ;  John  M.  Glenn,  New 
Mercantile  Library,  Baltimore,  Md. ;  E.  C.  Hovey, 
Public  Library  of  Brookline,  Mass. ;  Rev.  Henry 
F.  Jenks,  Public  Library  of  Canton,  Mass.;  J.  C. 
Kittredge,  Public  Library  of  Tewksbury,  Mass.; 
Jas.  P.  Parmenter,  Public  Library  of  Arlington, 
Mass. ;  Pliny  T.  Sexton,  Regent  of  University  of 
State  of  N.  Y.,  Palmyra,  N.  Y.;  Miss  D.  K. 
Sherman,  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  N.  Y.  City;  Charles  C. 
Soule,  Public  Library  of  Brookline,  Mass. 

Mr.  Sexton  was  elected  temporary  Chairman, 
and  Mr.  Glenn,  temporary  Secretary. 

It  was  moved  that  this  Association  be  called 
"  The  Trustees*  Section  of  the  American  Library 
Association,'*  and  that  it  be  composed  of  all  mem- 
bers of  the  A.  L.  A.  who  are,  or  have  been,  or  at 
any  time  shall  be,  members  of  governing  boards 
of  libraries.    Adopted. 

It  was  moyed  that  the  temporary  officers  be 
elected  to  the  same  positions  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Adopted. 

It  was  moved  that  the  President  and  Secretary 


should  constitute  the  Executive  Committee,  with 
full  powers.    Adopted. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  report  to  the 
general  meeting  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  the  organization, 
and  names  of  members  of  the  section. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hovey,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  adopted :  — 

Resolved,  That  the  trustees  of  libraries  attending 
the  Twelfth  Annual  Conference  of  the  American 
Library  Association  having  been  deeply  impressed 
with  the  benefit  which  these  meetings  confer 
upon  the  librarians  of  the  country,  and  realizing 
that  the  benefit  derived  is  eventually  for  the  public 
good,  earnestly  urge  upon  their  fellow-trustees 
the  great  importance  of  sending  their  librarians  to 
these  conferences,  and  to  pa^  their  expenses  and 
give  them  the  time  in  addition  to  their  regular 
vacation.  And  realizing  the  benefit  which  they 
themselves  have  derived  from  these  meetings, 
they  earnestly  ur^e  upon  their  fellow-trustees 
throughout  the  United  States  the  importance  to 
them  and  their  libraries  of  trustees  also  attend- 
ing these  annual  conferences. 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  append  to  this 
resolution  the  names  of  the  members  present,  and 
to  endeavor  to  get  permission  to  add  their  names 
thereto  from  all  trustees  who  were  present  during 
the  current  meeting  of  the  A.  L.  A. 

It  was  moved  that  the  papers  read  Sept.  12, 
1890,  with  reference  to  the  relation  of  trustees  to 
libraries,  together  with  the  minutes  of  the  organ- 
ization and  proceedings  of  the  first  meeting  of  the 


154 


FABYAN  HOUSE    CONFERENCE. 


Trustees'  Section,  be  printed  immediately,  and 
distribnted  to  libraries  and  trustees.    Adopted. 

Mr.  Soule  and  Mr.  Glenn  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  have  printed  and  distributed  these  pa- 
pers; and  I55  were  subscribed  by  the  members 
present  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  this 
work. 

On  motion  the  meeting  adjourned. 

NoU. —  All  trustees  and  members  of  governing 
boards  of  libraries  of  any  kind  are  invited  to  unite 


with  us  in  perfecting  and  strengthening  this  organ- 
ization; and  those  who  are  willing  to  do  so,  are 
requested  to  send  to  our  Secretary,  Mr.  Glenn, 
with  their  names  and  official  designations,  |2,  the 
annual  fee  needed  to  constitute  them  members  of 
the  A.  L.  A.,  of  which  we  are  a  section. 

Pliny  T.  Sexton,  Chairman, 

Palmyra,  N.  Y. 
John  M.  Glbnn,  Secretary, 
12  St.  Paul  St.,  Baltimore,  Md. 


NEW    YORK    LIBRARY    ASSOCIATION. 


THURSDAY    AFTERNOON. 

Pres.  Dewey,  on  taking  the  chair,  described 
the  movement  which  resulted  last  July  in  the  for- 
mation of  the  Association  at  Albany,  and  the 
favorable  circumstances  under  which  it  began  its 
work  for  the  880  libraries  in  New  York.  He  then 
introduced  the  first  topic, 

STATE    CLEARING-HOUSES    FOR    DUPLICATES, 

and  showed  that  the  work  of  receiving,  arranging, 
and  distributing  duplicates  could  be  done  effect- 
ively and  successfully  only  at  the  expense  of  the 
State  by  an  officer  especially  selected  for  that 
purpose  at  the  State  library. 

A  Member. —  Is  it  proposed  to  catalog  dupli- 
cates? 

Pres.  Dewey. —  That  would  be  too  expen- 
sive. My  idea  is  to  make  brief  slips  of  the 
books  received,  to  send  to  a  library  a  package  of 
the  slips  for  any  subject,  and  after  it  has  made  its 
selection  to  forward  the  volumes.  Again,  a  libra- 
rian gets  together  and  sends  his  duplicates  to  the 
capital.  He  is  informed  that  he  has,  say  |6o,  to  his 
credit ;  he  looks  over  our  100,000  duplicates  and 
picks  out  what  he  wants,  up  to  |6o. 

D.  V.  R.  Johnston.  —  We  have  many  tons  of 
pamphlets.  To  simply  cord  them  up  took  over  a 
week. 

A  Member. —  If  a  librarian  had  books  of  con- 
siderable value,  he  might  want  to  put  some  price 
on  them. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  If  dissatisfied  with  the  price 
given  them  by  the  expert,  he  can  easily  buy  them 
back  at  the  same  figure.  Every  State  has  tons  of 
printed  matter  that  it  does  not  want,  and  very 
often  choice  things  are  destroyed.  Many  people 
clear  their  book-shelves  and  throw  away  pam- 
phlets which  librarians  are  delighted  to  have. 

A.  L.  Peck. —  I  wanted  a  certain  number  to 
complete  a  set  of  pamphlets,  and  the  dealen 


asked  me  ^9  for  it.  In  a  house  cleaning  I  found 
that  number  in  a  grate.  If  we  could  send  to  the 
State  library  all  we  do  not  want  and  select  what 
we  need,  the  privilege  would  be  invaluable. 

Pres.  Dewey.  — The  State,  by  paying  a  trained 
man  to  do  this  kind  of  work,  would  give  its 
duplicates  twenty  times  their  present  value.  One 
of  the  brightest  and  broadest  of  the  professors  at 
Columbia  once  spoke  of  a  lot  of  waste  pamphlets 
he  had.  A  gentleman,  looking  anxiously  for  certain 
things  in  that  line,  spoke  to  him  about  them. 
"I  have  been  all  over  them,"  said  he,  "with 
the  greatest  care ;  there  is  not  a  thing  there  that 
is  of  the  slightest  use."  "  But,"  says  the  other, 
*  **  will  you  let  me  have  them  if  I  send  for  them  ? " 
"  Certainly,  send  for  them ;  but  I  am  ashamed  to 
give  such  rubbish  to  any  one,  for  I  have  taken  out 
everything  of  value."  They  were  brought  and 
dumped  in  a  corner.  Before  half  of  them  had 
been  looked  over  I13  worth  of  pamphlets  were 
found  that  had  been  ordered,  and  for  which  the 
gentleman  was  waiting  a  chance  to  pay.  It  is  a 
most  pernicious  policy  for  a  librarian  to  assume 
to  say  of  a  lot  of  pamphlets.  Send  that  to  the  paper 
mill,  we  don't  need  it.  He  should  pay  close 
attention  to  what  he  thinks  is  valuable,  and  send 
the  rest  to  an  impartial  authority. 

On  motion  it  was  unanimously 

Voted,  That  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Univer- 
sity be  requested  to  establish  a  clearing-house  for 
duplicates,  and  to  offer  to  librarians  the  privilege 
of  sending  to  this  clearing-house  all  publications 
for  which  they  have  no  use. 

P.  T.  Sexton. —  While  much  interested  in  the 
idea  as  already  elaborated,  it  has  occurred  to  me 
that  it  may  be  pushed  still  further.  Among  small 
libraries,  whose  resources  are  limited,  there  may 
be  those  that  will  at  times  find  upon  their  shelves 
books  which  have  been  read  in  the  community, 
have  ceased  to  be  of  special  use  therei  a&d  whidi 
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it  would  be  well  to  exchange  for  other  books* 
Could  not  the  clearing-house  be  useful  in  that 
direction  ? 

Pres.  Dewby. —  There  may  be  a  scientific  Ger- 
man periodical  in  a  library  in  a  community  where 
there  is  not  a  man  that  can  read  it.  Some  libraries 
have  gifts  of  excellent  novels,  when  they  use  only 
scientific  books.  Two  libraries  like  these  could  send 
into  the  clearing-house  what  each  did  not  require, 
and  take  what  each  needed. 

CO-OPBRATION     BETWEEN    THE    LIBRARIES    AND 

THE    EDUCATIONAL    INSTITUTIONS    OF 

THE    STATE. 

A.  L.  Peck.— The  State  of  New  York 
annually  sends  out  a  trained  corps  of  teachers  to 
give  instruction  at  teachers'  institutes.  I  suggest 
that  these  instructors  be  requested  to  give  at  least 
one  session,  or  part  of  a  session,  to  showing  the 
usefulness  of  the  library  to  the  public  school. 
Let  the  teachers  interest  themselves  in  the  reading 
of  the  children,  and  in  this  manner  interest  the 
children  in  what  is  most  helpful  and  elevating. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  The  Regents  have  lately  intro- 
duced in  the  academies  of  the  State  a  new  course 
in  American  and  in  English  literature,  and  a 
course  in  English  reading.  Both  look  in  this 
direction.  The  proposition  to  do  this  was  most 
warmly  endorsed  by  the  principals  who  considered 
it.  The  country  is  ripe  for  this  thing.  The  best 
teachers  are  all  anxious  to  cooperate  with  us,  as 
witness  the  admirable  address  of  Senator  Patterson 
the  other  night. 

SHALL   THE  STATE  GRANT  SUBSIDIES  TO  PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES  CONTROLLED  BY  INDIVIDUALS? 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Most  of  you  know  that  some 
States  feel  apprehensive  of  this  giving  of  bounties. 
The  New  York  law  began  by  granting  to  the 
larger  libraries  in  the  larger  cities  a  subsidy  of 
15,000  for  every  75,000  volumes  circulated,  and 
later,  through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Peck,  who  is  with 
us,  the  law  was  extended  to  smaller  libraries  on 
the  basis  of  1 1,000  for  each  15,000  of  circulation 

A.  L.  Peck. —  For  the  last  fifteen  years  I  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  being  a  teacher  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Board  of  Regents.  During 
that  time  I  had  the  selection  of  all  the  books  and 
all  the  apparatus  that  has  been  bought  with  the 
Regents'  money,  and  with  the  appropriation  of 
my  own  city.  You  will  remember  that  the 
Regents  first  published  a  small  manual  called  the 
UmversUy  Manual,  In  that  manual  you  will  find 
a  lift  of  books.    The  Regents  recommended  that 


all  books  purchased  with  their  money  for  union 
schools  should  be  selected  from  this  list.  They 
then  got  out  a  second  edition.  This  was  enlarged. 
Finally  the  list  became  so  large  that  it  was  printed 
as  a  separate  book.  I  believe  every  cent  of  money 
spent  for  books  was  well  spent.  The  books  were 
constantly  used.  I  also  believe  that  libraries  with 
these  subsidies  have  no  right  whatever  to  purchase 
books  that  would  be  worthless  or  injurious  to  the 
community.  I  think  that  the  Board  of  Regents 
should  annually  prepare  a  list  of  books,  and  that 
only  books  mentioned  therein  should  be  counted 
in  awarding  the  subsidy.  The  State  should  act  as 
a  supervisory  board  in  the  selection  of  books,  and 
librarians  alive  to  this  question,  who  are  willing 
to  improve  the  public  taste,  will  fall  in  line 
immediately. 

Miss  E.  M.  CoE. —  Of  the  expediency  ti  censor- 
ship I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt,  because  it  is 
perfectly  plain  to  my  mind  that  the  generosity  of 
the  State  of  New  York  has  been  abused,  and  is 
being  abused,  in  some  libraries  which  are  bene- 
ficiaries. A  class  of  books  circulate  with  great 
freedom  which  should  not  be  in  the  hands  of  our 
young  people.  To  have  a  censorship  is  a  wise 
thing,  which  I  hope  may  be  arranged.  It  certainly 
could  not  be  done  in  the  manner  Mr.  Peck 
suggests,  by  a  list,  because  that  would  cut  out  a 
very  large  number  of  new  publications.  Stanley's 
book,  for  instance,  could  not  be  purchased  under 
such  a  censorship,  until  it  had  appeared  on  the 
list.  What  would  be  right  in  a  school  library 
might  not  be  right  in  another  library.  A  censor- 
ship over  such  a  library  as  mine  must  be  exercised 
in  a  different  way.  I  think  the  board  of  super- 
visors should  be  named  and  elected  by  the  State, 
or  perhaps  by  the  Board  of  Regents  themselves. 
In  either  case  this  board  should  inquire  into  the 
actual  circulation  of  every  library  that  receives 
subsidies  from  the  State. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  The  recent  action  of  the  Board 
of  Regents  indicates  that  this  supervision  is 
in  their  line.  They  expect  every  library  that 
enjoys  the  privileges  of  exemption  from  taxation 
to  make  a  sufficient  report  to  the  proper  officer. 
I  believe  that  officer  should  be  the  State  Librarian. 
As  soon  as  competent  librarians  can  be  put  in 
charge  of  the  work,  they  should  make  sworn 
reports  of  the  facts.  These  reports  would  be 
made  a  basis  to  determine  what  libraries  should 
enjoy  from  the  State  further  advantages.  Again, 
in  case  of  secondary  schools,  we  issue  a  certificate 
giving  the  standing  of  each,  after  inspection  by 
the  Regents'  inspector.    In  that  way  once  a  year 
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we  might  get  sworn  reports  from  the  libraries,  and 
those  circulating  proper  books  in  a  proper  way 
could  be  entitled  to  Tarious  privileges. 

Miss  E.  M.  CoE.— That  would  be  the  better 
way  for  the  school  libraries,  becaose  it  gires  more 
scope  to  the  teacher  himseX  He  knows  the 
needs  of  his  scholars  and  what  books  are  best  for 
them.  He  should  have  perfect  liberty  in  the 
purchase  of  his  books ;  but  he  should  come  under 
the  ban  if  he  did  not  show  good  judgment  in  their 
purchase. 

Pres.  DEwrir. —  Would  not  the  case  be  met  by 
a  Tery  full  list  of  books,  constantly  enlarged? 
You  instance  Stanley's  book.  That  book  is 
known  as  safe  and  desirable,  before  it  is  printed 
and  could  be  {^aced  on  the  list.  Scholars  could 
thus  have  it  promptly.  Then  a  school  that  has  to 
buy  ^loo  worth  of  books  has  a  wide  freedom ;  and 
as  fast  as  a  teacher  sees  a  book  that  ought  to  go 
on  there  it  is  immediately  added.  It  would  be 
thus  easy  to  weed  out  anything  improper  from  the 
list  selected. 

Prof.  BiSBEE. — Can  you  dodge  the  religious 
issue  on  this  question  of  censorship  ? 

Pres.  Dewey. —  One  way  to  dodge  it  b  to  omit 
all  partisan  books. 

A  Member. —  In  the  subject  of  history,  Boston 
finds  it  difficult  to  arrange  that  matter. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  Some  people  would  reject  the 
Bible  on  the  same  score. 

Prof.  Bisbee. —  Would  it  be  possible  to  secure 
harmony  without  the  exclusion  of  all  religious 
books  ?  Would  not  that  be  a  very  decided  bar  to 
this  whole  matter  of  censorship  ?  I  do  not  see  how 
it  could  be  done  in  a  dty  like  Manchester  in  this 
State,  under  the  municipal  government. 

W.  S.  BiscoE. —  It  seems  to  me  there  would 
not  be  great  difficulty  in  a  majority  of  cases.  The 
libraries  are  ready  to  put  into  their  collections 
books  written  from  a  different  standpoint.  Ob- 
jection is  made  only  to  very  strongly  partisan  books. 
On  the  lines  of  general  historical  work  there 
would  be  no  particular  difficulty. 


A  Membfi — Suppose  a  mndition  id 
where  the  Cathnliri  were  in  the  majoritj.  and 
wanted  the  censorship  ? 

Pres.  DcwiT.—  If  they  were  a  majority  in  the 
State,  and  were  payiqg  the  largest  amoont  of 
taxes,  some  think  they  ought  to  hare  it. 

P.  T.  Sextosc. —  It  had  not  occnrred  to  me  that 
any  one  supposed  the  cens<Hship  would  go  beyond 
the  interests  of  moralitr  in  the  selection  of  books 
that  might  ^1  into  the  hands  of  the  young 
people.  I  do  not  think  the  State  would  assume 
to  say  certain  books  should  not  be  placed  in  the 
library,  but  would  refuse  to  grant  any  puUic 
money  by  reason  of  the  addition  of  such  books. 
Libraries  draw  public  money  only  in  proportion  to 
the  books  approved  by  the  State. 

A.  L.  Peck  read  a  very  entertaining  paper  on 

EAMLY  UBEAEIES  IN  XEW  TOUL 

On  motion  of  D.  V.  R.  Johnston, 

VoUd^  That  the  Association  incorporate  into  its 
by-laws  and  rules  a  provision  that  it  meet  each 
vear  with  the  A.  L.  A.  for  the  purpose  of  doing 
both  home  and  foreign  missionary  work;  to  get 
New  York  librarians  at  the  convention,  and  abo 
to  disseminate  the  principles  of  library  work 
through  the  State. 

Pres.  Dewey. —  The  trustees  will  send  the  li- 
brarians, because  they  not  only  go  to  the  National 
Association  but  to  the  New  York  Association. 

P.  T.  Sexton. —  The  annual  meeting  for  the 
election  of  officers  m^ht  profitably  be  held  during 
the  University  Convocation  at  Albany,  when  we 
have  a  larger  attendance  of  members  of  the 
Association.  I  feel  much  interested  in  this  work, 
and  think  that  many  others,  not  librarians,  but 
deeply  interested  in  the  subject,  will  be  gathered 
at  the  Convocation,  while  very  few  would  be  found 
at  the  meetings  of  the  A.  L.  A.  I  would  therefore 
move  that  the  annual  meeting  and  annual  election 
be  at  the  time  of  the  University  Convocation. 
Passed. 

VoUd^  That  the  present  officers  continue  until 
the  time  of  the  next  meeting. 

Vottd^  That  Geo.  B.  Gallup  be  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
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FRIDAY  EVENING. 

The  spacious  dining-room  at  Fabyan*s,  and  the 
cosy  corner  in  the  entrance  hall,  with  its  attractive 
fireplace,  offered  many  facilities  for  social  inter- 
course, which  were  constantly  improved  during 
the  week  of  the  conference.  The  social  feature 
of  the  meeting,  however,  was  the  entertainment 
admirably  planned  by  a  special  committee,  and 
successfully  carried  out  on  Friday  evening.  Meet- 
ing in  the  parlor  at  7.00  p.  M.,  the  Association 
proceeded  to  the  dining-hall  in  a  procession  so 
long  that  it  seemed  to  those  at  the  end  of  the  line 
the  capacity  of  that  apartment  was  to  be  seriously 
tested.  All,  however,  were  finally  seated  about 
the  tables,  skillfully  arranged  with  reference  to 
the  subsequent  speeches.  Grace  was  said  by  Rev. 
H.  F.  Jenks,  and  ample  justice  done  the  excellent 
menii  offered  by  the  Messrs.  Barron.  The  post- 
prandial exercises  were  conducted  by  Dr.  L.  H. 
Steiner,  who  read  a  pseudo  letter  of  instructions 
as  to  the  conduct  of  the  festivities  which  dealt 
sharp  hits  right  and  left.  The  following  gentle- 
men then  made  remarks  of  the  typical  after-dinner 
order,  pleasant  to  hear,  hard  to  report :  F.  M. 
Crunden,  M.  D.  Bisbee,  J.  P.  Dunn,  Melvil  Dewey, 
Mellen  Chamberiain,  P.  T.  Sexton,  C.  D.  Vail, 
H.  B.  Adams,  W.  I.  Fletcher,  and  W.  F.  Poole. 
The  speeches  were  interspersed  with  the  singing 
of  selections  from  the  forthcoming  A.  L.  A.  song- 
book,  to  familiar  tunes.   After  a  brief  intermission 


the  members  re-assembled  in  the  parlor,  where 
the  gentlemen  had  the  pleasure  of  five-minate 
interviews,  after  the  manner  described  on  page 
240  of  the  Library  journal  for  1890,  with  the 
"  living  literature  *•  represented  by  the  following 
titles  :  "  Golden  butterfly,"  "  Middlemarch," 
"  Gold  Elsie,"  "  Portrait  of  a  lady,"  "  Moods," 
"  Initials,"  "  But  yet  a  woman,"  "  Essay  on  man,** 
"  Figs  and  thistles,"  "  Harvard  graduates  I  have 
known,"  "  Three  feathers,"  "  Heartsease,"  **  Inno- 
cence abroad,"  "Oliver  Twist,"  "Looking  back- 
ward," "The  ring  and  the  book,"  "Vice  versa," 
"  Heart  of  the  White  Mountains,"  "  Chain 
bearer,"  "  Portraits  of  places,"  "  Two  daughters  of 
one  race,"  "  In  darkest  Africa,"  "  We  two,"  "  Ferns 
of  North  America,"  "Cutter's  rules,"  "Old  maid's 
paradise,"  "  Wing  and  wing,"  "  Lamplighter," 
"  Pair  of  blue  eyes,"  "  American  notes,"  "  Hannah 
Thurston,"  "  Norwood,"  "  Flowers,  fruits,  and 
leaves,"  "  It  is  never  too  late  to  mend,"  "  Ivanhoe," 
"  Moonstone,"  "  Florentine  Mosaic,"  "  Plain  tales 
from  the  hills,'"  "Broken  chains,"  "She,"  "A 
faded  leaf."  The  award  for  the  most  apt  repre- 
sentation of  the  title  chosen  was  voted  to  Mrs. 
Whitney,  of  Kansas  City,  who  was  charmingly 
attired  as  "She."  A  close  second  was  Mrs. 
Melvil  Dewey,  who  simply  carried  a  toy  hoe,  of 
course  personating  "  I've  an  hoe." 

Dancing  and  conversation  prolonged  the  pleas- 
ures of  the  evening  till  a  late  hour. 


THE  POST-CONFERENCE  EXCURSION* 


BY   MARY   IMOGEN   CRANDALL,   LIBRARIAN   OF  THE   BROOKLYN   INSTITUTE. 


T  IBRARIANS  are  modest  creatures,  and  have 
"^-^  no  idea  of  posing  as  suitable  story-book  ma- 
terial ;  yet  who  can  more  appropriately  preserve  in 
a  prosaic  age  the  atmosphere  and  traditions  of 
poetry  and  romance  than  the  guardians  of 
books  ?  And  so  is  it  not  very  natural  and  proper 
that  the  annual  pleasuring  of  librarians  should 
have,  as  it  does,  a  sort  of  Robin  Hood  flavor,  in 
its  freedom  and  gayety,  its  good  fellowship  and 
unconventionality  ?  And  what  journey  could  be 
devised  in  modern  times  more  like  that  of  the  magic 
carpet  of  the  "  Arabian  nights,"  than  the  one  of 
the  lucky  librarian  for  whom  a  beneficent  board  of 


trustees  dispatches  a  mysterious  bit  of  paper  to 
"the  library  centre  of  the  country,"  and  who 
straightway  sets  forth  on  his  journey  and  accom- 
plishes a  royal  progress,  without  money  and  with- 
out price  —  no  sordid  bills  to  settle ;  no  trouble- 
some trunks  to  check ;  not  a  thought  to  give  any- 
thing —  his  only  duty  to  eat,  drink,  and  make  him- 
self agreeable;  for  lo,  a  soulless  corporation  is 
his  servitor,  and  bids  him  do  this,  and  straightway 
he  doeth  it,  and  go  thither,  and  behold,  he  goeth, 
and  so  avoids  that  greatest  trial  of  a  truly  soulful 
librarian  on  a  vacation  —  deciding  what  to  do  and 
where  to  go.    And  then  all  this  pleasant  and  care- 


'tThU  account  if  printed  mainly  at  tha  expanae  of  the  Library  Boreatt. 
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free  journey  is  taken  with  a  choice  company  of 
the  elect,  those  clever  and  congenial  people  who 
constitute  the  noble  army  of  book-lovers,  and 
who  are,  indeed,  the  chosen  out  of  all  the  earth. 
Truly,  the  joumeyings  of  the  A.  L.  A.  are  "  worthy 
of  the  golden  prime  of  good  Haroun  Alraschid," 
and  the  September  journey  of  1890  surpasses  all 
its  predecessors  in  the  picturesque  quality  of  its 
method  and  setting. 

A  living  writer  successfully  accomplished  the 
description  of  the  "Strange  adventures  of  a 
phaeton ; "  but  there  has  lived  but  one,  I  believe, 
who  could  grapple  with  the  much  more  exalted 
and  comprehensive  theme,  the  "  Strange  ad- 
ventures of  three  tally-hos,"  and  that  one  unfort- 
unately died  some  five  centuries  ago.  All  the 
efforts  of  our  Recording  Secretary  to  come  into 
communication  with  the  spirit  of  this  Great 
Departed,  and  induce  him  to  undertake  the  nar- 
rative of  the  A.  L.  A.  excursion  as  the  theme  of 
an  epic  poem  have  proved  unavailing.  He  was 
not  to  be  found  "  With  the  Immortals  "  whom  Mr. 
Crawford's  electrical  researches  have  again  ren- 
dered visible  to  mortal  eyes,  and  we  can  only 
imagine  how  the  tale  of  our  mountain  pilgrimage 
would  be  told  by  Chaucer.  Might  it  not  fitly 
begin?:  — 

Whan  that  Septembre  with  hit  schowres  swoote 

The  drought  of  August  perceth  to  the  roote  — 

—  Byfel  that  in  that  sesoun  on  a  dav 

In  Hampshire,  at  the  Profile,  as  I  lay, 

Redy  to  wenden  on  my  pilgrimage 

To  Jefferson  with  ful  devout  corage. 

At  night  was  come  into  that  hostelrie, 

Wei  nyne  and  thirty  in  a  compatnye 

Of  sondry  folk,  by  aventure  i-falle 

In  felaweschipe,  and  pilgrims  were  thei  alle 

That  high  on  tallyho  coaches  wolden  ryde. 

His  modem  pilgrims  having  increased  by  the 
addition  of  ten,  he  might  this  time  think  it 
"  accordaunt  to  resoun  '*  to  omit  something  of  the 

"  Condidoun  of  eche  of  hem, 
And  which  they  weren,  and  of  what  degre ; 
And  eek  in  what  array  that  they  were  inne," — 

but  could  not  omit  to  state  how  ''  wel  we  weren 
esed  atte  best" 

What  a  crowning  touch  to  the  Aladdin's  carpet 
journey  if  Chaucer  only  would  appear  to  tell  its 
story!  With  what  deft  touches  could  he  depict 
our  Monk,  "to  ben  an  abbot  able  ;'*  our  Sergeant 
of  Lawe,  "  war  and  wys  ;"  our  Doctour  of  Physik ; 
our  learned  clerks  of  Oxenford,  with  *'  bookes  blak 
and  reede;''  our  Nonnes  and  Prioresses  so 
"amyable  of  port,"  and  he,  who,  as  they  sang  the 
"servise  divyne,"  bare  to  them  "a  stif  burdoun, 
was  nevere  trompe  of  half  so  gret  a  soun.*'  But 
the  great  magician  will  not  be  wooed;  a  plain 
grey  glass  must  suffice  the  unfinished  window  in 


Aladdin's  tower,  and  we  most  "forther  in  this 
tal<S  pace,**  abandoning  the  hope  of  sach  pleasant 
company,  but  following  once  again  in  the  foot- 
prints of  that  early  narrator,  for  — 

"  At  a  Knight  than  wol  we  first  bygynne." 

The  night  at  which  we  begin,  is  the  Saturday 
night  at  the  Profile  House,  and  sm  excellent  be- 
ginning for  the  recreation  half  of  the  conference 
it  proved.  A  railway  ride  of  a  few  minutes,  dur- 
ing which  we  obtained  refreshing  glimpses  of  a 
wooded  wilderness  with  mountain  streams  and 
lakelets,  transferred  us  from  the  bustle  and  confu- 
sion, and  the  prosaic  surroundings  of  Fabyan's  to 
the  calm  serenity  of  the  Profile  House.  A  chorus 
of  acclamations  bore  witness  to  the  pleasant  im- 
pression made  upon  us,  and  from  that  time  the 
disposition  "  care  and  toil  to  lay  aside,**  became 
increasingly  manifest.  At  supper,  a  viand  with 
the  beguiling  title,  **  coddled  apples,"  was  in  popu- 
lar demand,  and  a  further  yielding  to  the  flesh  was 
evidenced  by  an  early  adjournment  of  the  tired 
party  to  the  Land  of  Nod.  Indeed,  the  atmos- 
phere was  so  inimical  to  a  resigned  acceptance  of 
care  and  toil  as  one*s  lot  in  life,  that  the  recently 
elected  Secretary  of  the  Association  was  moved  to 
cast  his  burden  from  him  without  further  delay, 
and  during  the  stilly  watches  of  the  night  arose 
and  thrust  his  unqualified  resignation  beneath  the 
door  of  the  president-elect. 

Sunday  broke  bright  and  clear,  and  was  the  one 
jewel  set  solitaire  in  the  prevailing  cloud  effects 
of  our  mountain  sojourn.  Those  who  properly 
observed  the  day  went  reverently  and  alone  be- 
fore breaking  their  fast  to  question  fate  in  the 
form  of  the  Old  Man  of  the  Mountain.  If  from 
his  stern  face  set  towards  the  sky  and  the  ever- 
lasting hills,  there  came  down  any  reply,  the 
questioners  have  never  said. 

The  devotional  exercises  of  the  day  began  early, 
with  a  Sunday-school  class  conducted  during  the . 
intervals  of  breakfast  by  the  President,  assisted  by 
a  member  of  the  Cornell  University  faculty.  The 
class  originated  in  a  praiseworthy  endeavor  to 
convert  from  his  cannibalistic  tendencies  the 
Epicurean  from  the  City  of  Brotherly  Love  who 
announced  that  he  was  engaged  on  "the  first 
Christian  steak  he  had  tasted  since  leaving 
Philadelphia !  ** 

How  to  absorb  in  one  short  day  the  greatest 
possible  share  of  the  beauty  of  the  Franconia 
mountains  was  a  puzzling  problem  to  our  party. 
As  the  roads  were  rather  wet,  the  majority  decided 
to  drive  to  the  Flume,  the  Pool,  and  the  Basin* 
in  the  morning,  and  to  take  a  mountain  climb  in 
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the  afternoon.  The  drive  was  of  singular  beauty  and 
interest.  The  wet  leaves  of  the  trees  were  shining 
in  the  rooming  light,  and  here  and  there  a  brilliant 
scarlet  or  golden  bough  flamed  out  amid  the  green. 
The  hidden  Pemigewasset  made  charming  music 
for  all  who  had  an  ear  to  give  it,  and  now  and 
again  smiled  shyly  at  us  from  among  sheltering 
trees  and  fringing  lichens.  After  exploring  the 
rocky  fissure  down  which  the  Flume  Brook  rushes, 
up  to  the  point  where  enthusiasm  was  either 
dampened  or  drenched,  according  to  the  loftiness 
of  its  flight,  the  party  resolved  itself  into  chapters 
for  contemplation  and  sun-baths  on  the  lower 
rocks.  Afterward,  through  the  media  of  ginger 
ale  and  other  mystic  rites,  a  number  of  the  ladies 
were  installed  as  regular  members  of  the  Agre- 
garian  Libation  Association  by  one  of  its  past 
masters. 

A  brief  inspection  of  the  Pool  and  the  Basin 
need  not  detain  us,  for  a  hasty  reference  to  any 
trustworthy  guide-book  will  remind  the  forgetful 
visitor  that  the  "  Stygian  Pool  is  surrounded  by 
cliffs  whose  shadows  enhance  its  weirdness  and 
gloom,"  while  the  Basin  is  "  filled  with  cold  and 
pellucid  green  water."  If  we  did  not  pause  to 
coin  poetic  phrases  in  which  to  describe  their 
charms  as  well  as  others',  was  there  not  Starr 
King,  and  Ward,  and  Ticknor,  lurking  about  in 
corners,  so  ready  to  "interpret,"  and  to  whom 
we  could  grant  a  protracted  audience,  when  we 
had  bidden  the  mountains  a  long  farewell  —  but 
dinfurvrza  a  poem,  the  interpretation  of  which 
might  not  be  deferred  however  long  protracted. 
On  comparing  notes  with  the  select  minority,  who 
in  the  morning  hours  went  up  into  a  mountain, 
their  report — with  the  trifling  exception  in  re- 
gard to  a  **  standard  luncheon  "  not  quite  meet- 
ing the  high  bibliographical  standard  —  was  of  so 
enviable  a  character  that  some  of  the  mundane 
majority  were  fain  to  confess  that  they,  too,  would 
gladly  have  attended  divine  service  on  the  moun- 
tain peaks. 

The  tramp  to  Bald  Mountain  was  at  a  fortunate 
hour.  The  level  ra3rs  of  the  afternoon  sun  flooded 
the  northern  valleys  with  a  sea  of  light,  and 
threw  dark  contrasting  shadows  across  the  crags 
and  ravines  of  Mt.  Lafayette ;  while  every  tip  of 
foliage  in  the  green  gulf  below  us  was  thrown  up 
in  exquisite  relief.  As  we  lingered  until  the  sun 
had  almost  set,  the  distinction  between  the  aspir- 
ing and  the  grovelling  souls  was  clearly  brought 
out.  The  latter  huddled  themselves  into  some 
sort  of  rickety  wooden  concern,  defadng  the  brow 
of  the  hill,  and   pored  over  **  Baedekers ;"   the 


former,  carefully  adjusting  this  group  into  the 
background,  established  themselves  on  the  eternal 
rocks,  and  obeyed  that  latest  mandate  of  the  dear 
old  Autocrat — 

"  Look  on  the  mountains :  better  far  than  tpeedi 
Their  silent  promise lof  eternal  peace." 

A  brisk  descent  through  shadowy  woods  brought 
us  down  to  Echo  Lake  just  in  time  to  see  a  glori- 
ous flush  of  rosy  sunset  color  reflected  in  its  shin- 
ing waters,  while  the  wonderful  echoes  wakened 
by  the  bugle  were  floating  back  from  cliff  to  cliff. 
The  sudden  burst  of  beauty  brought  a  sudden 
hush  of  spirit,  as  though  we  stood  at  the  entrance 
of  some  great  cathedral ;  and  no  one  blamed  the 
feeling  of  the  spectator  whose  devotions  we  inter- 
rupted, who  turned  away  quietly  as  we  appeared, 
saying,  •*  You  *11  spoil  it  I "  When  the  rose  color 
faded  from  Echo  Lake,  we  watched  the  marvelous 
changing  crimson-purple  hues  on  Eagle  Cliff,  and 
so  on  in  silence  through  the  twilight,  until  **  a  new 
planet  swam  into  our  ken,"  shining  through  the 
Notch,  and  we  went  in  to  the  blazing  logs,  and  the 
admonishing  of  one  another  in  psalms  and  hymns 
and  spiritual  songs. 

Monday  morning  brought  a  time  of  general 
parting  and  hasty  leave  taking.  The  attractions 
of  the  Profile  House  still  held  a  number ;  a  small 
party  decamped  to  Breezy  Hill,  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  busy  mortals  must  hasten  back  to  the  dusty 
towns.  But  the  noble  nine-and-thirty, "  warranted 
to  wash,  all  wool,  and  a  yard  or  so  wide,"  just  filled 
the  assembled  drags.  There  was  the  Crawford 
House  coach  drawn  by  handsome  bays,  the  artful 
Smuggler  and  the  coquettish  Daisy  to  lead,  the 
steady  General  and  the  tricky  Colonel  for  wheel- 
ers, and  the  musical  driver,  so  fond  of  *'Mush, 
mush,  mush,  tu-re-li-ah-dy ; "  the  six  Fabyan  grays, 
decked  with  yellow  plumes,  and  driven  by  a 
picturesque  villain  in  a  slouch  hat ;  and  the  Twin 
Mountain  vehicle  drawn  by  mingled  grays  and 
bays  sporting  green  plumes, — and  fated  to  encoun 
ter  whatever  trifling  accidents  came  in  our  way. 
And  then  there  was  Carlo,  a  running  attachment 
to  the  Fabyan  coach,  and  the  baggage  wagon 
steered  by  **  Louis,"  who  "  knows  enough  to  drive 
a  tally-ho,  but  has  n't  the  nerve ; "  and  lastly,  there 
were  the  thirty-nine,  producing  the  impression  of 
six  hundred,  with  bags,  and  bundles,  smd  mackin- 
toshes untold.  Napoleon  or  Mr.  Gladstone  might 
have  evinced  dismay  if  he  had  been  suddenly 
asked  what  was  to  go  where,  and  who,  on  which. 
Not  so  Maj.-Gen.  H.  E.  Davidson,  the  accom- 
plished tactician.  With  a  calm  and  practiced  eye  he 
sorveyt  the  group,  gently  but  firmly  packs  each 
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conch.  A  dulcet  voico  In  the  advance  caravan 
RtartH  the  cry,  **  Hark,  I  hear  a  voice  *way  up  in 
the  mountain-top  r*  and  l>ehold  we  are  merrily 
todling  towaid  the  "ultima  Thulc  of  grandeur/* 
Jetlrmon  Hill. 

Thrtl  lii!»t  foM»no<m  gave  us  the  finest  views  of 
all  our  jouinrv.  Such  nugniticent  stretches  of 
mountatu.t,  dlntAut  enough  to  appear  in  heavenly 
hues,  and  given  an  asi^cot  of  pi^tic  mystery  by 
the  light,  wreathing  mists  which  softened  every 
luggednest.  And  all  along  our  nearer  route 
SeptemlKr  h^d  stationed  his  royal  standard- 
Waieis,  golden-i\Hl  and  asters,  to  greet  us  And 
wv  moxtM  thiough  a  ma#c  of  dainty  color;  or,  if 
natui^  netMe*l  brightening,  there  was  the  gay 
tally  ho  winding  ahead,  a  picture  in  itself,  with 
the  blight  cap  on  some  fail  lady's  crv^wn  furnish- 
ing the  **red  note"  so  dear  to  Whistler.  Like 
the  gill  on  tl\e  iliand  v'anai  in  Venice,  we  '**im|^y 
diank  it  all  in,  and  litV  never  seeme\i  so  full 
t>el\Mr."  Vet  e>rrv  xM\e  atrivexl  at  the  NYaumbev^k 
Uou*e  ^»th  a  famous  ap^viiie  f%M  a  deactous 
dmnei  V  plea^ani  incideni  v^f  ourbiiel  sojourn 
heiv  ^as  the  me\*iiivg  with  the  agevl  Or.  Mc\\>ish. 
who  \ient  fx\MW  taXe  to  taMe  gt«v.rg  the  libra. 
lians^  •*  without  whom  we  au;hx>rs  car.ro:  ^t 
**x^  **  At  one  tAV>  >»*  did  nv^  T>x\^r.:« 
*  Jlamie^**  ass?  sx\  a*K'v^<  the  v. awe  vX"  oar  we\xv»- 
ing  hx>st,  >»v\v  tv^'d:  **  Mv  Svks  a'.va^-s  *:av  on 
the  she^y^  —  M^^^^<^  ^  l>e  **^>.:  xVf  hss 
hx>«\vr\i  a^>\  V'r:%v^  ta^^f  «as  a  r^'ejtsu;*  ^^  a?.  x« 
uik  aftxi  adxW,  to  ;>e  ^..^:^.'^<;ke»  V^sr^raKe  :»- 
)N*>r*s^N^  ma^^  nV^  «s  >\  :V.»  c^^^:**  hoi«;rCTx. 

g^\SK".\  ^*^^  as  a  "^  jvf ',;  ,v^  "  >\  >;r.r^  lsX-«$«  ti* 
^Va«w.^^,A  ;*;^:  r,^  s;>e>f\'  :Sf  rvfc'rr^  <:'jf*:     F.v 

rf^a^-iN^  >*   :>v  «ow^  — *  ^    *.     ^      ^    ;     ^ 
Ux-^^v  w^f  jy     \.i     ,C-**     -•V.r      ^    1     ^ 

Ss*^  ,vr  ^v  ^vv'i'i^  Jt'.N'-ci  *v'>t'5   X  ^':^^  arc  r«s5C 

int  V.  •,«x»-j;^y  ••  r.r  <:»c*r^iv-  a  t.i-':w  r>'Ce  K 
^l^^'  fc^t  ,"t.t>f  ,^v  ^;  •  »  •V-  *~  or  :^;  ".-t>o*  -?»? 
j^-fc^-wvi'sr  *  -^  ^.  ;,;*:••  t-v:  •  c^sss  -  Ttx*  ^Jir 
i;  vor  "C^  *.**  ■* :  'TT.:.-,-  X-  ■  ^irr^f  r^-<or^  •  ^,•■ 
^^K***?  sivt   fc   '>»  J\.-t>.\«'    »:-    >j\mr    r~,in   >  ore 

l^ir^Y  X    *■  1  ■ '     •• "     *■  ■     ^       •»      —*»,•.»      »«       -■i_  -      K.  •,  .«• 


.^     i  -      \* 
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Nation  Road,"  for  it  went  very  much  astray.  It 
is  probably  superfluous  to  note  that  the  same  dis- 
tinguished librarian  was  aboard  whom  it  was 
necessary  to  rescue  from  his  steaming  consomm^ 
in  Memphis  on  the  last  excursion. 

It  was  pleasant  to  come  in  from  our  last 
twelve  miles  or  more  in  the  darkness  to  the 
gloriously  blazing  fireplace  of  the  Glen  House, 
and  bask  in  the  warmth  of  that  great  bed  of 
coals  below  the  blaze,  taking  solid  comfort, 
and  suggesting  to  one  another  all  the  Tari- 
ous  jolly  roasting  frolics  possible  with  such  a 
fire  —  for  somehow  the  mountain  air  did  contrive 
to  give  oor  thoughts  a  utilitarian  cist.  A  ten 
o*dock  supper,  after  a  forty-three  mfle  drive,  pot 
us  in  a  mood  to  appreciate  the  soperUtiTe  com- 
fort of  the  Glen  Hoase  beds. 

The  bells  of  a  herd  of  cattle  wakened  us  in  the 
morning,  with  a  momentarr  impresskm  tliat  we 
were  in  Switzerland.  Consnlting  our  guide  books, 
we  found  that  we  *^  looked  out  on  the  fire  kiglicst 
OKHmtains  of  New  England,  which  are  doc  masked 
by  any  interrening  objects^**  Bat  tor  as,  the  *  ma*- 
si\T  crest  v>t  Jedersoiu*'  as  w«Il  as  the  "'low  bampa 
oif  CIaT.'*mi^h:  as  well  hare  Seen  sitwattd  in  Kam- 
chatka. fv>r  all  ve  vere  able  to  see  of  t&i 
terrer.i-j  cb^v-ts  ra  the  way  oc  moIecsSes  of 
o«s  TajvNT  edfectwally  oSscsrlr^  tbem.  It 
wars,  aai  after  breakfast  tbe  S; 
pow-wow  ill  the  Mtt>  ssssaer  i> 
caa>iee$  rC-Jckec  tie  rctsarM*  br  ^se  r: 

•  •  « 

T)»e  stecvxNi  scart  vas  ma3e  aS:«t 

.rtt.e  raaroj.  .r^  cc  2^  recces  ry  tuc  jicserai  to 
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see  that  etwr  ,^ 

frc>st  tie  ,v«  taJKc  tise  iax  > 

wrrrt  TJX  al'-c^wevi  r:* 
ti:r,Hty:ii  :"«  G'<c  f.*  Jaciacc:; 
tVr.'v^^  c-ikintiTj:  w^.xf.Kiic  ways  i 
tiua:  t>e  xSSi  H>.x£  xr»»ci!«« 

«  «        Ak   « ^^  ^     «  »  ^       -^w  ■  -^     «i^      *  ^m      ^  aj^       « vab  «  ^^ 

ca:r^i»i  a  !ig.    trr  ■^^ar:  aDC  wis  ir  a 
z^iT   .Tt  t">e  T**^rT-?,*»»  iiT      ~ 

liTOf-   t^e3t  v,Mv3!rri.rt      Ani  jcoics 

rr  ''  L~!.'i;^  T^riCX!«^!v  toc  *a:rtcrry  rie 
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the  legend,  "Blackbery  WineI"  And  there 
was  a  thrifty  housewife  with  a  shrewd,  kindly 
face,  and  a  goodly  store  of  blackberry  shrub  suid 
maple  sugar,  for  which  the  ''  lords  "  contracted  in 
wholesale  quantities,  and  which  may  have  pre- 
vented the  broiling  of  a  Christian  steak  that  day, 
for  we  did  not  dine  until  four.  We  stopped  to 
view  the  Crystal  Cascade  and  Glen  Ellis,  with  its 
beautiful  fall ;  and  the  frivolity  of  the  party 
became  increasingly  manifest  in  the  bedecking  of 
their  steeds,  their  persons,  and  their  carryalls 
with  scarlet  moosewood  berries  and  bright  leaves, 
and  in  the  flaunting  of  sprays  of  golden-rod,  and 
the  waving  of  silken  ensigns  tied  to  walking- 
sticks,  until  the  unregenerate  state  of  one  party 
reached  its  fit  expression  in  the  hoisting  of  -the 
black  flag  of  piracy,  and  the  taking  to  highway 
robbery  as  a  profession  by  all  those  children  of 
Beelzebub  thereon  assembled. 

The  breaking  of  a  king-bolt  of  the  Twin  Moun- 
tain coach  retarded  our  progress,  but  every  one  was 
safely  bestowed  in  due  season  at  the  sign  of  the 
Lion  Rampant,  where  Gen.  Wentworth  gave  us  cor- 
dial entertainment.  Wentworth  Hall,  set  among  its 
banks  ^  flowers,  remains  a  bright  picture,  and  a 
charming  view  of  the  town,  with  its  white  church 
spire  against  the  hills,  was  obtained  from  the  falls 
of  Wild-cat  Brook.  Here  the  wild  West,  of  re- 
cent transplanting,  reinforced  itself  with  tin-horns, 
the  guests  of  Wentworth  Hall  gave  us  a  parting 
salute,  and  we  were  off  for  North  Conway,  well 
wrapped  in  oar  tarpaulin  jackets,  for  the  first  rain 
of  any  account  was  settling  down  on  us.  But  no 
note  of  discouragement  was  audible  in  the  lusty 
blasts  of  the  horns,  and  every  one  seemed  as  bent 
as  ever  on  going  the  longest  way  around  with 
Nellie,  who  evidently  had  not  yet  arrived.- 

A  compilation  of  the  songs,  which  did  such  excel- 
lent service  on  this  trip,  if  brought  out  by  the  pub- 
lishing section,  would  have  great  vogue.  No  coach- 
ing party  likely  to  encounter  showers,  would  be 
equipped  without  it.  It  would  make  a  bulky 
volume,  for  the  ambition  of  the  party  took  a  wide 
range  from  '^  Annie  Rooney "  and  her  kin,  to 
Haydn's  "Creation"  and  the  Pilgrim  chorus, 
from  Tannhauser ;  but  every  selection  could  be 
warranted  water-proof,  and  equal  to  any  amount 
of  wear  and  tear.  There  was  something  in  the 
character  of  the  songs  fitted  to  marvelously 
counteract  the  effects  of  a  falling  barometer,  or 
else  there  was  such  an  irrepressible  and  un- 
quenchable spirit  of  levity  smd  hilarity  rife  in 
the  party,  that  even  the  perpetual  companionship 
of  Nellie   could  not  depress   us.    As  the  com- 


mander-in-chief expressed  it,  nothing  could  dampen 

the  ardor  of  librarians. 

''  Singing  we  were,  or  floyting  all  the  day. 
We  were  as  f reasche  as  is  the  monthe  of  May." 

"  Wrap  me  up  in  my  tarpaulin  jacket,"  became 
a  frequent  request  during  this  evening's  drive  and 
throughout  the  following  day.  "A  capital  ship 
for  an  ocean  trip  —  the  rollicking  window  blind," 
seemed  strikingly  appropriate  to  the  exigencies  of 
life  on  a  tally-ho.  Poor  Heiden  Roslein,  and  dar- 
ling Clementine,  the  Nut  Brown  Maid,  Rosalie, 
and  the  Lorelei  all  led  to  the  "Tavern  in  the 
town ;"  and  "  Pipes  and  punch  "  were  called  for  — 
and  then 

"  Each  heart  recalled  a  different  name 
But  all  sang  Annie  Laurie ; " 

and    Annie    introduced    "Robin    Adair,"    who 

showed  the  way  to  "  Twickenham  Ferry  "  and  the 

"  Birks  of  Aberfeldy"  and  so  around  to  "  Bonnie 

sweet  Bessie  "  and  all  her  friends  of  the  "  North 

Countree."    And  if  the  stars  should  deign  to  steal 

oat  shyly  it  was 

"  HuttUm  $tm  und  kUin, 
Blinken  tmnft  im  SUmtmcktin  ;  " 

and  if  the  storm-clouds  lowered  and  we  went  a  per- 
ilous way  by  rushing  torrents  through  dark  ravines, 
"  Lead  kihdly  light "  became  our  thought,  and  Car- 
dinal Newman's  fine  hymn  would  ring  out  with  sach 
sincerity  of  feeling  as  atones  for  faulty  rendering. 
That  night  we  were  treated  to  a  new  scenic  effect 
not  announced  on  the  program.  A  vivid  flash  of 
lightning,  followed  by  a  sudden  heavy  thunder 
clap,  showed  our  coaches  close  together  on  a  down 
grade  in  a  thick  wood,  and  the  startled  horses 
plunging  excitedly,  —  and  then  all  was  black 
again,  and  we  skurried  on  in  a  lively  pour.  Ar- 
rived at  the  Kearsarge  House,  our  tiger  displayed 
the  advantages  of  his  literary  training,  and  the 
attendants  were  electrified  by  a  portentous  roar  of 

"  Up  drawbridge,  grooms ! 
What,  warder!    Hoi 
Let  the  portcullis  fall !  " 

No  one  was  really  wet,  of  course,  but  a  few  felt 
just  a  trifle  moist,  and  our  appearance  was,  per- 
haps, not  the  most  presentable  in  the  world ;  but 
quite  a  different  party  bobbed  down  serenely  at 
supper,  bright  and  smiling  in  best  bibs  and  claw- 
hammers,  with  a  fresh  color  caught  in  wind  and 
rain,  and  bouquets  of  asters  or  nasturtiums,  or 
sweet  peas  obtained  of  the  cunning  little  flower 
girls  in  the  hall.  Dancing,  whist,  and  music  filled 
out  the  evening,  and  mutual  congratulations  were 
in  order  on  being  so  particularly  English,  don't 
yoa  knQw,  as  to  have  this  delightful,  rainy  weath  e 
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\%%%  \.iH^\\\\\%'  \\  i:«mldii'i  liHvc  liocii  miM'if  fto,  U 
Wfii  ti4it  4II  Im:6m  Mi.  <'i*iiiBKia'«  guenU  for  ft  Kcot- 

lull  IlitH. 

'I'll*  i(«nliiMi0il '*  1  loudiMctM,  wllli  i-liftiirea of  \\^\ 
mill"  WndiiPtttlMy,  iiiiiilalliiiclimtiiiigof  KctriiArgo 
II  V4llt  imkUlllU,  41111  IHifllH  Mullin  iiii|iairtuouN(  hu  it 
WAN  lt«i^Ui««l  III  IiiimU  flllW4Ml  (III  I  ha  lllHt  itftgii  of 

imi  JMUiitvy,  llMiiiitfli  llin  liitpi  villa  to  Upper  lUrt- 
tlill,  mut  WW  lliiiiutfh  (I10  Nttli'li  to  the  ('rtwford 
IImuh*.  Only  Unlil  pMimiiig  Hhowpr«  oncountered 
uii  iluilun  tU»  lutiiiiiiitfiliut  nil  whi»  wliihed  to  avoid 
%  wntliiiN  Wfi«  nimfoM4lt)y  b«iii(ow«d  lunldtf,  and 
lh«u  lh»  ftntliirai  Weill  tUmblun  up  aloft,  to  enjoy 
•vei  (luiininn  viewa  k\\  Ihw  U»v0lyaud  UlyUlc  lnte^ 
vale,  wilU  the  havts  bio^ivii  ami  AwuUeu,  runhing 
Ihiuugh,  \\\  llii  ■louy  ImhI  The  foreat  lr«e«  had 
iHiloi«d  moie  luillUully  than  auv  we  had  yet  afen» 
audg^^d  and  viluMoii  giew  moie  fiequeni  aa  w« 
ai^^^^vhed  the  Nolvh. 

1^.  JviK«oi\i4iSi  tamona  leiuaik  in  regard  to  *^a 
g^Hhl  lav^n  sM  inut''  ae^me^l  vi^ry  ai^dWaKk*  in 
V^i  V4)K^  t\^  **  i)ei4g«Ni  '*  in  1'|^|^t  ^rtWtt 
'l^tU.>*uine  uneA^MHieil  gvieala  t\»v  diniwr  ia  a 
IvmnisUUl^  aiia.X\  Wt  ^  Uf^Mgt  ^  waa  e^^ual  l\^  lh« 
fWtige^^v.v.  \\  W4»  Uk«  the  tanK^^  ^' untying  v4 
lk«  Wu  Iv^N^MlKHiamtie^"*—  "^iKenian  JiMuaha 
^^  \U>HH^  (^  |Mat>H»a  m  ih#  |,k^i,  aikd  Ab^«it 
i«iik>ii4ll^  kiu\^  aud  t\Mka  t»  snk  tK«  tabiiK^aikd 
vkiW  Ml.  V'««sagi»  ^1  Wi  \Mi  t^  tAi!»  v^  hta  w«iv 
iV'Viikk  \H  UMKs^d  tW  &l«^  luuu^  ix.  Ur^  ta  tW 
yi^^ga^  tusk  j^vK«(:k  ;ifv>a^bt  vbx^NjtvHi  c^^  4tWr  ^ta 

**\,St?4  lllv>  !XiU»:K;vt^''  %ll^  sH'i^MIaI  vftt^Vt;    41Ki   itt 
Hwh  -AUKf  ^ikVk  .KK>  «sKii(i    Vn^c  j<r«H<^  ;i   >«M^bft«r 

-^■Ma^»>  -adBiiu  :iHiw'   Hii   a    »>c    :v^:c,  %tii>  iiiK:t> 
%^tft  4AAilL.lii.  :!aiCai«M«l  4CiC  -t1«  ?««AB^  X>OC|L 


cade  a  more  pilgrim-like  aspect  than  erer,  those 
nuns  and  prioresses,  and  faithful  brothers  of  the 
"  ordres  foure"  who  "  liked  to  feel  like  vegetables, 
and  grow  in  the  rain,"  took  their  accustomed 
places,  and  once  more  entuned  their  customary 
service.  The  constant  warning,  "low  bridge!" 
necessitated  a  low  celebration ;  but  solemn  high 
mass  might  fitly  have  been  celebrated  in  the  beau- 
tiful temple  enclosing  the  remainder  of  our  way. 
(xothic  aisles  of  slender  white  columns,  golden- 
vaulted,  their  delicate  leaf  tracery  overlaid  with 
yet  daintier  lace-work  of  silver  rain,  led  to  the 
mountain  altars.  Scarlet  and  rose  and  crimson 
glowed  in  the  windows  of  the  temple,  and  pare 
baptismal  waters  gushed  within  it,  and  the  mur- 
muring wind  was  the  Voice  of  the  Priest  —  "  O  lift 
thine  ey«s  unto  the  hills,  whence  cometh  hdp  1 " 

Can  the  irreverent  have  the  effrontery  to  sug- 
gest that  the  cathedral  rool  leaked  bttdly  all 
through  service,  and  that  the  anthem  ol  the  Im- 
fMTOviaatore  was  not  devotioiial  in  character  ?  The 
candid  reader  shall  judge  as  to  that,  for  the  In- 
(woviaalore  sang  *» 


m  Ac  air 

lNtVtiM«ih« 

AMi«Mr«|Mrte^nUb* 
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AU  t^>>  MOQ  we  reached  the  dnrrqg  fires  for 
thoee  wh^  th^Mii^hc.  with  Temnott's  ITh 
it  wadi  e\C7eaBCt>f  viitZI  **  oo 
Knh  o^r  laxeocure^  with  '^ 
aitd  ^  niet  w^trr  ^^vtr^  ami  vMT  drt«t  of 
ttt2e«»  th«  Ivo^eat  «M*Hitng  tnp  takaif  in  tfar 
QtouftCiiiw  :hi»  ve«ir»  !bki  coos*  a^  an  emi 

r?he  wiMCQiiir  4IIC  dkit  appetites  hwe 
!nain  th»Kii«»  jc  »ie  xcoraar:  :iie  Ii 
in  '^enMSi  .b^  :fti»  ^^tMMcer,  3M«iKed 
:ac  ;io««  .K  toi*  ia«>  uiirrMv.  aoa 
crtM(«  a  nuBimi  a  O^wtofti  rkmse  ^msjodroilK^ 
V  4«M«^«Mi  ^  vvc4c?t««  »i2tin>^  jcne  Mitii^ 
XV  tt  :<M  '-^tftiuetic^  3U>i^  :&e  ^pectacois 
it«  vtec  iEi>:o  t\^«  rufaiv  nUK^x 
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»c  <*wc»^ni  iaiH.>»  a  iMhc-t 
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children  dancing  with  such  spirit,  or  the  lovely  girl 
in  the  autumn-leaf  gown,  with  her  dainty  distinc- 
tion of  bearing,  at  whose  feet  the  A.  L.  A  laid  its 
collective  heart  ?  Thursday  morning  was  still 
rainy,  and  most  of  the  party  were  content  to  rest 
on  their  laurels  and  take  life  easily ;  but  the  inde- 
fatigable climber  and  waltzer  walked  up  to  the 
cascades,  and  "  there  on  the  little  bridge  the  winds 
and  water  made  delightful  music,  and  I  had  a 
little  dance  all  by  myself." 

By  two  o'clock,  just  as  we  took  our  departure, 
the  sun  came  out  with  a  broad  smile,  and  our 
study  of  cloud  effects  was  over.  One  by  one  the 
peaks  receded  and  reappeared,  until  we  bade  a 
last  farewell  to  Chocorua,  and  went  inside,  glad 
that  our  last  glimpses  of  the  Delectable  Moun- 
tains had  shown  them  of  ethereal  hues,  and  bathed 
in  sunshine.  A  beautiful  sunset,  a  new  moon, 
and  Venus,  resplendent  in  the  west,  made  pleasant 
our  approach  to  the  fit  termination  of  a  book- 
lover's  pilgrimage —  the  fair  city  of  Boston.  Of 
course  no  house  could  be  more  appropriately  our 
abode  than  the  historic  Parker  House,  with  its 
memories  of  famous  bygone  banquets  to  give 
anticipative  flavor  to  our  own,  and  where  we  could 
look  down  to  Ye  Olde  Comer  Book-shop ;  or  see 
through  the  leaded  windows  the  ivy  reddening  on 
King's  Chapel,  as  we  munched  the  rolls  and  chops 
so  kindly  provided  by  our  Assistant  Secretary. 
Bohemian  parties  of  the  barbarians,  or  non-Bos- 
tonese,  sallied  forth  after  supper  in  search  of  cult- 
ure, bon-bons,  and  Faneuilj  Hall,  and,  after  view- 
ing the  elephant  with  enthusiasm,  and  making 
repeated  and  vain  requests  to  "  mamma  "  to  "  buy 
them  that,"  were  lulled  to  rest  by  airs  from  Trova- 
tore,  played  by  the  strolling  musicians,  who  seemed 
to  haunt  the  corners  of  School  and  King  streets, 
and  whose  harp,  violin,  and  flute  created  a  really 
charming  effect. 

Our  entertainment  for  the  following  day  had 
been  delightfully  planned,  and  was  carried  out  to 
perfection  in  all  its  details.  The  *'  meet "  was  at 
the  Athenaeum  Library,  where  the  party  was  taken 
in  charge  by  the  local  committee,  consisting  of 
Col.  Lockwood,  Mr.  Davidson,  and  Mr.  Parker. 
Once  more  bestowed  on  the  tops  of  tally-hos,  we 
were  driven  to  the  Public  Library,  and  then,  to  the 
gay  accompaniment  of  the  tally-ho  horn,  through 
the  stately  Back  Bay  region  to  Cambridge,  where 
we  took  the  venerated  university  by  storm  in  a 
most  audacious  fashion.  After  a  brief  inspection 
of  the  library  and  its  treasures,  and  a  hasty 
glimpse  of  Memorial  Hall  and  the  Gymnasium,  we 
were  driven  past  the  Longfellow  House  and  Mt. 


Auburn,  throacch  Watertown  and  Newton  to 
Chestnut  Hill,  and  back  to  Boston  and  Freeman 
Place  Court,  by  way  of  Beacon  street. 

The  balmy,  June-like  day,  which  we  were  as- 
sured had  been  specially  ordered  for  us  by  the 
thoughtful  local  committee,  put  every  one  in  a 
sunshiny  mood  ;  but  the  place  being  Boston,  and 
the  company  so  literary,  if  any  one  dared  mention 
the  weather,  it  could  only  have  been  in  some  such 
classic  fashion  as  this  : — 

"  What  sound  was  that,  O  Socrates  ?  —  and  how  melodious 
it  was!  "  "That,  Chxrephon,  is  the  Halcyon  — not  a  large 
bird,  though  she  has  received  large  honour  from  the  gods. 
For  whensoever  she  makes  her  nest,  a  law  of  nature  brings 
round  what  is  called  Halcyon's  weather  —  days  distinguisha- 
ble among  all  others  for  their  serenity  —  days  like  to-day ! 
See  how  transparent  is  the  sky  above  us,  and  how  motionless 
the  sea !"    "  True  I  a  Halcyon  day  indeed !" 

There  was  never  a  luncheon  combining  such 
charming  effects  as  that  provided  for  us  by  the 
Boston  Book  Company.  A  flood  of  sunshine 
streaming  down  through  the  windows  of  the  little 
gothic  chapel,  which  once  vibrated  to  the  sweetly 
earnest  tones  of  James  Freeman  Clarke,  now  fell 
on  bright  bunches  of  golden  rod,  and  gay  little 
knots  of  people,  grouped  picnic  fashion  in  alcoves 
of  well-bound  books,  and  happy  as  the  gods  on 
Olympus,  with  cream  cheese  and  water  biscuit 
for  ambrosia,  and  chocolate  for  nectar.  A  sail 
down  the  harbor  followed,  in  the  steamer  kindly 
put  at  our  service  by  Mayor  Hart,  to  whom 
the  librarians  might  say  with  Whittier,  "The 
millennium  began  when  thee  was  elected."  At 
Deer  Island  we  landed,  and  the  boys  of  the  re- 
form school  went  through  their  musical  drill  with 
much  spirit  and  precision.  The  beautiful  views 
of  the  harbor  enjoyed  by  the  inmates  of  the  place 
impressed  us  favorably  with  the  charms  of  Deer 
Island  as  a  summer  resort.  Music,  lemonade, 
and  a  few  barrels  of  olives  had  been  thought- 
fully provided  for  the  refreshment  of  our  return 
voyage,  and  we  reached  the  steamer's  dock  in 
good  order,  with  minds  "  perfectly  clear  and  not 
at  all  preoccupied,"  just  as  the  sun  was  setting 
behind  that  gilded  dome  round  which  the  universe 
is  said  to  revolve.  The  banquet  given  in  our 
honor  by  the  publishers  and  booksellers  brought 
to  a  climactic  close  this  day  of  delightful  festivity. 
Our  entertainers  were  the  firms  of  Houghton,  Miff- 
lin &  Co.;  Little,  Brown  &  Co;  Elstes  &  Lauriat; 
the  Boston  Book  Co.;  the  Library  Bureau; 
Roberts  Bros. ;  De  Wolfe,  Fiske  &  Co ;  D.  Loth- 
rop  Co.;  T.  Y.  Crowell  &  Co.;  Damrell  & 
Upham ;  Lee  &  Shepard ;  Ginn  &  Co. ;  C.  F. 
Libbie  &  Co. ;  D.  C.  Heath  &  Co. ;  the  American 
Book  Co. ;  and  Silver,  Burdett  ft  Co. 
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Mr.  Dana  Estes  presided  over  tables  strewn  with 
roses ;  near  him  were  seated  Dr.  Phillips  Brooks, 
Dr.  Edward  Everett  Hale,  Judge  Chamberlain, 
and  Dr.  Poole.  Authors  who  were  present  were 
Rev.  W.  E.  Griffis,  George  Makepeace  Towle, 
and  Rev.  Julius  H.  Ward. 

We  feasted  to  the  music  of  the  Cadet  Band 
until  summoned  to  attend  the  feast  of  reason  and 
flow  of  soul.  Mr.  Estes  expressed  a  graceful  wel- 
come, and  called  on  Mr.  Crunden,  Dr.  Hale,  Dr. 
Poole,  Judge  Chamberlain,  Mr.  Green,  Mr.  Soule, 
Mr.  Hovey,  Mr.  Wilder,  and  Mr.  Fletcher  for 
speeches.  Dr.  Hale,  who  has  the  reputation  of 
being  the  best  after-dinner  speaker  in  Boston,  was 
particularly  bright  and  felicitous  in  his  remarks; 
but  the  expression  which  the  librarians  will  long* 
est  remember  was  that  pretty  figure,  used  with 
such  sincerity  of  feeling  by  our  president  —  be- 
cause for  all  of  us  as  well,  the  gracious  courtesies 
of  our  Boston  hosts  had  "crowned  our  cup  of 
happiness  with  a  garland  of  forget-me-nots." 

The  banquet  was  the  official  termination  of  the 


post-conference  excursion,  but  few  were  stoical 
enough  so  soon  to  cease  conferring,  and  little 
parties  were  planned  for  Salem,  where  Mr.  Gard- 
ner M.  Jones  acted  as  host,  and  to  the  shrine  of 
the  Concord  prophet,  and  many  remained  over 
Sunday  and  enjoyed  the  rare  pleasure  of  hearing 
Phillips  Brooks  in  beautiful  Trinity.  One  by  one, 
however,  the  convocation  melted  away,  and  by  the 
following  night  few  remained ;  for  we  packed  our 
trunks  "  like  the  Arabs,  and  silently  stole  away,** 
carrying  off  with  us  for  future  refreshment  and 
delectation  countless  numbers  of  those  mental 
photographs,  which  only  grow  brighter  with 
years  — 

*'  So  through  a  golden  haze  in  yean  to  come, 
When  the  long  summers  bum, 
And  in  the  rainless  hiUs  the  brooks  are  dumb, 
The  glory  will  return. 

Then  thou  shalt  hear  the  cool  sea  billows  break 
Across  the  harbor  bar, 
And  the  blue  ripple  of  the  mountain  lake 
Shall  glisten  from  iSax. 
Yot  tlm  is  Nature's  largess :  color,  tone. 
Splendor  of  land  or  sea, 
Ail  that  she  once  reveals  becomes  thine  own 
For  days  that  are  to  b«." 


MR.  W.   F.   POOLE'S   REMARKS  AT  THE  PUBLISHERS'  AND 

BOOKSELLERS'   DINNER* 


Mr.  Crunden,  our  President,  has  expressed  the 
thanks  of  the  members  of  the  Library  Association 
for  the  charming  courtesies  extended  to  us  this 
day  by  the  publishers  and  booksellers  of  Boston. 
I  wish  also,  in  behalf  of  the  western  librarians,  of 
whom  there  is  a  goodly  number  present,  to  repeat 
these  acknowledgments,  and  express  the  delight 
with  which  we  have  participated  in  these  generous 
and  unexpected  hospitalities  —  the  coaching  ex- 
cursion to  the  suburbs,  the  lunch,  the  sail  in  the 
harbor,  and  now  this  elegant  and  bountiful  ban- 
quet. These  are  features  which  were  not  in  our 
original  program,  and  they  are  the  more  accept- 
able because  they  were  not  anticipated. 

Boston  was  once  familiar  ground  to  me.  Here 
I  spent  the  first  twenty  years  of  my  life  as  a  li- 
brarian ;  and  then  I  thought  I  knew  the  city  well, 
and  something  of  its  suburbs.  Although  a  fre- 
quent visitor,  I  have  not  been  able  during  my 
twenty-one  years  of  residence  in  the  West  to  keep 
up  with  the  progress  and  development  which  has 
here  been  going  on.  If  I  had  been  dropped  off 
one  of  the  tally-ho  coaches  to-day,  I  should  have 
had    to    inquire  the  way  back  to  my  lodgings. 


The  physical  changes,  the  expansion,  and  the  im- 
provement in  the  style  of  buildings  during  two 
past  decades  have  been  amazing.  The  only 
characteristics  of  Boston  which  have  not  changed 
are  its  narrow  streets  and  its  ancient  reputation 
for  generous  hospitality  to  visitors. 

We  accept  these  courtesies  as  librarians,  and 
our  generous  friends  and  hosts  I  know  will  expect 
us  to  behave  very  much  as  we  do  at  our  own 
gatherings;  and  if  our  remarks  should  take  a 
practical  turn,  it  ^is  because  that  is  our  way.  If 
any  one  supposes  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion to  be  a  junketing  institution,  or  one  for  the 
indiscriminate  distribution  of  taffy,  he  is  mis- 
taken. We  meet  for  solid  work,  for  improve- 
ment, for  investigation  and  criticism  in  all  the  de- 
partments of  library  economy.  We  do  not  spare 
each  other  when  our  schemes  deserve  criticism. 
Wherever  we  assemble  we  look  over  the  institu- 
tions we  find  there,  compare  views,  commend 
whatever  is  new  and  commendable,  and  comment 
in  a  charitable  spirit  on  whatever  we  find  which 
is  otherwise.  We  have  thus,  after  an  activity  of 
fourteen  years,  arrived  by  a  common  consensus  of 


*  Mr.  Poole,  not  being  satisfied  with  the  report  in  the  Boston  newspapers,  has  revised  his  remarks.    The  other  tpeechM 
were  not  furnished  for  publication. 
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opinion  at  some  fixed  principles  in  library  econ- 
omy which  we  use  for  the  benefit  of  the  communi- 
ties in  which  we  practice  our  profession.  If  our 
comments  at  any  time  shall  take  on  the  form  of 
sharp  criticism,  there  is  nothing  in  it  of  personal- 
ity or  bitterness.  Besides  the  memories  of  these 
delightful  hospitalities  from  the  Boston  book 
publishers,  are  there  no  practical  suggestions  in 
the  line  of  our  work  to  be  gathered  here,  which 
we  may  carry  away  to  our  widely  scattered  fields 
of  labor? 

Boston  is  now  engaged  in  the  most  interesting 
experiment  of  constructing  a  building  for  one  of 
the  largest  libraries  in  the  country.  It  is  an 
undertaking  in  which  not  only  the  Boston  public 
is  interested,  but  other  cities  as  well  where  large 
library  structures  are  needed.  On  our  return  we 
shall  be  questioned  by  our  trustees  and  directors 
as  to  the  plans  and  progress  of  this  building. 
Among  the  principles  of  library  construction, 
which  with  us  have  become  common  law,  are 
these :  to  secure  the  comfort  and  quietude  of  the 
readers,  a  suitable  shelving  of  the  books,  where 
they  will  be  readily  accessible,  security  from  fire, 
and  a  convenient  scheme  for  the  administration  of 
the  library.  These  are  matters  of  primary  im- 
portance, and  the  first  to  be  considered ;  and  fur- 
thermore, that  these  essential  conditions  shall 
never  be  sacrificed  for  architectural  effect.  It  is 
a  fact  that  these  conditions  admit  of  aesthetic 
treatment  as  readily  as  any  other,  provided  we 
approach  them  from  the  useful  and  practical  side, 
instead  of  the  architectural,  as  is  usually  done. 

Readers  need  to  be  quiet  and  to  be  let  alone ; 
and  the  presence  of  visitors  among  them  is  annoy- 
ing. 

Does  the  reading-room  of  the  new  building, 
220  feet  long,  47  wide,  and  60  high,  meet  the  con- 
ditions which  readers  require  ?  Will  it  not  be  an 
architf  ctural  show-room  rather  than  a  study-room 
for  scholars  ?  It  seems  to  be  especially  designed 
for  the  delectation  of  visitors  who  will  wander 
about  among  the  readers,  admiring  and  comment- 
ing on  the  immense  space  overhead,  and  the  artis- 
tic skill  displayed  in  the  decorations.  So  far  as 
the  facilities  of  study  are  concerned,  they  will  be 
quite  as  favorable  outside,  in  Copley  square,  as  in 
the  hall.  Is  it  not  the  repetition  on  a  larger  scale 
of  the  inconveniences  of  which  students  have 
complained  in  the  present  reading-room  on  Boyls- 
ton  street,  and  in  those  of  nearly  all  the  large 
libraries  of  the  country?  Can  any  sensible  reason 
be  assigned  why  a  reading-room  should  be  sixty 
feet  high,  and  made  a  show-room  ? 


Again,  the  reading-room  is  in  the  front  of  the 
building,  and  the  books,  as  appears  on  the  plans 
sent  to  me  from  the  library  some  time  ago,  are  in 
the  rear  of  the  building  in  stacks,  one  above  the 
other,  seven  stories  high.  Is  this  providing  ready 
access  to  the  books?  I  am  told  it  will  not  be 
practical  to  have  windows  in  the  rear  stacks,  and 
hence  by  day  they  will  be  lighted  by  electricity.  It 
is  often  necessary  for  students  to  examine  books 
on  the  shelves,  and  to  do  it  under  these  condi- 
tions, without  natural  light,  appears  to  be  very 
inconvenient. 

The  growing  tendency  in  large  libraries  is  to 
bring  books  of  the  same  class  together  and  shelve 
them  in  separate  apartments.  The  department  of 
the  fine  arts  and  others  of  much  importance,  which 
ought  to  be  readily  accessible,  have,  on  the  plans 
I  have  seen,  been  placed  above  the  stack-room 
under  the  roof.  The  space  which  has  been  sacri- 
ficed, in  order  to  give  the  reading-room  a  height 
of  sixty  feet,  would  have  accommodated  these 
special  departments. 

The  fa9ade  is  a  beautiful  specimen  of  the 
Florentine  renaissance  style,  and  in  Italy  the  style 
is  appropriate  to  the  uses  to  which  buildings  are 
put.  In  our  country  the  first  story  is  the  most 
valuable.  In  Italy  it  is  used  for  secondary  and 
menial  purposes,  hence  it  has  feiy  and  small  win- 
dows. In  Venice  that  story  has  no  practical 
value  on  account  of  dampness,  the  buildings  all 
standing  in  water.  As  one  stands  in  Copley 
square,  he  wonders  how  the  first  story,  with  such 
a  meagre  display  of  windows,  is  to  be  lighted.  As 
I  yesterday  passed  through  that  story,  which 
seemed  like  a  crypt,  I  was  amazed  at  the  intention 
of  the  trustees  and  architect  to  place  in  such  a 
location  the  cataloguing  department  of  this  library, 
which  requires  the  best  and  most  abundant  light 
which  the  building  affords.  I  saw,  as  I  remember 
it,  one  room  about  twenty-five  feet  high  and  thirt3r- 
five  feet  square  with  two  small  windows.  I  had 
no  guide  to  inform  me  where  the  rooms  for  cat- 
aloguing were  to  be,  and  hoped  no  part  of  it  was 
to  be  in  that  room. 

It  may  be  said:  **Why  not  have  more  and 
larger  windows  ?  "  The  architect  would  probably 
reply:  "The  Florentine  renaissance  style  requires 
small  windows  and  few  of  them  in  the  first  story. 
The  style  originated  long  ago,  during  troublous 
times ;  and  with  few  and  small  windows  the  build- 
ing was  more  easily  fortified.  The  same  con- 
struction, and  for  the  same  reason,  is  seen  in  the 
old  buildings  of  Paris."  But  the  times  have 
changed.    We  live  in  peaceful  communities.    The 
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skulking  Indian  has  departed.  The  ministers  and 
deacons  have  now  no  occasion  to  take  with  them 
to  church  their  flint-locks  and  powder-horns. 
With  this  change  in  the  times,  should  there  not  be 
a  corresponding  change  in  our  every-day  archi- 
tecture ?  In  libraries  abundant  light  is  more 
essential  than  facilities  for  fortification.  I  have 
talked  with  persons  here  who  base  their  opinion 
of  this  building  upon  that  beautiful  fa9ade,  and 
have  not  given  a  thought  to  what  is  to  be  on  the 
inside,  or  the  uses  to  which  the  space  is  to  be 
applied.  I  supjwse,  in  case  my  remarks  are  re- 
ported in  the  morning  papers,  that  only  the  few 
persons  here  and  there  who  have  given  the  matter 
attention,  will  agree  with  me  in  these  suggestions ; 
but  this  I  predict,  that,  unless  the  plans  are  changed, 
time  will  bring  us  all  to  one  mind. 

I  saw  in  print,  at  the  time  the  plans  were  first 
made  public,  that  the  estimated  cost  of  the  build- 
ing would  be  about  l^i, 300,000.  I  have  since 
learned  that  J^i, 500,000  has  l)een  appropriated, 
and  that  another  appropriation  of  a  million  would 
be  asked  for.  I  also  noticed  yesterday  that  the 
roof  was  not  on.  I  am  rather  interested  in  the 
cost  of  large  library  buildings,  for  there  are  three 
to  be  built  soon  in  the  city  where  I  reside,  and  I 
shall  be  glad  to  learn  what  the  cost  of  the  struct- 
ure on  Copley  square  will  be. 

There  is  another  rather  remarkable  fact  con- 
cerning this  building  which  deserves  mention  — 
that  it  was  planned  without  consultation  with  the 
accomplished  Librarian  of  the  Boston  Public 
Library,  or  with  any  other  librarian,  as  will  appear 
from  the  incident  I  am  about  to  relate.  Mr. 
Henry  Ives  Cobb,  one  of  the  leading  architects  of 


Chicago,  under  an  engagement  with  the  trustees 
of  the  Newberry  Library,  visited  Boston  and  all 
the  other  Eastern  cities  to  examine  buildings  and 
confer  with  librarians  and  trustees.  He  fort- 
unately took  down  these  interviews  in  writing. 
He  called,  when  in  Boston,  on  Mr.  Wm.  W. 
Greenough,  the  late  President  of  the  trustees  of 
the  Boston  Public  Library,  and,  in  the  conversation, 
asked  Mr.  Greenough  what  librarians  he  had 
consulted  in  making  the  plans  of  the  new  build- 
ing, and  received  this  reply :  **  We  have  con- 
sulted no  librarians,  not  even  our  own.  Libra- 
rians are  not  practical  men,  and  all  have  bees  in 
their  bonnets.'*  This  opinion  of  librarians,  in- 
dividually and  collectively,  has  rather  encouraged 
me  to  express,  when  I  have  a  proper  occasion,  my 
opinion  as  to  the  success  of  the  experiment  of 
constructing  a  library  building  without  taking 
counsel  with  persons  whose  experience  enables 
them  to  know  what  the  essential  requisites  of  a 
library  building  are. 

I  do  not  know  the  reason  for  my  being  called 
up  this  evening,  unless  it  be  that  the  general  sub- 
ject of  my  remarks  has  been  frequently  discussed 
since  we  came  to  the  city,  and  my  views  upon  it 
are  well  known  in  the  Association  and  to  some 
members  of  the  committee.  Until  we  were  seated 
around  these  tables,  1  was  not  informed  that  I 
was  expected  to  speak,  and  I  have  said  more  than 
I  intended  when  I  arose,  but  nothing,  I  think, 
which  I  wish  to  retract.  Your  kind  attention,  and 
what  seemed  to  me  like  sympathy  and  approval, 
must  be  held  responsible  for  much  that  I  have 
said,  which  in  Boston  may  seem  like  heresy. 


NECROLOGICAL  ADDENDA  TO    THE  TREASURER'S   REPORT,   1890. 


Two  members  of  the  Association,  and  one  who 
had  been  a  member,  have  died  since  the  last 
report.  They  are  mentioned  in  the  order  of  their 
deaths,  and  the  registration  number  of  each  is 
appended :  — 

John  N.  Dyer,  Libn.  Mercantile  L.,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  died  July  3,  1889  (75). 


Frederic  Vinton,  Libn.  College  of  New  Jersey, 
Princeton,  N.  J.,  died  Jan.  i,  1890  (26). 

Dr.  Edward  Aiken,  Amherst,  N.  H.,  died  Aug. 
16,  1890.  Indexer  in  office  of  Sec.  of  State,  Con- 
cord, N.  H.,  1889  and  1890  (489). 

Mr.  Vinton  had  ceased  to  be  connected  with  the 
A.  L.  A.  for  a  number  of  years  past ;  the  other  two 
were  active  members  at  the  time  of  death. 
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ATTENDANCE    SUMMARIES. 


BY   REGISTRATION   SECRETARY,    NINA   E.   BROWN,  NEW   YORK   STATE     LIBRARY. 


BY   POSITION  AND  SEX. 

Men.  Women.  Total. 


Trustees  and  other  officers 20 

Chief  librarians 64 

Su1>-librarians  and  assistants. .  14 

Bibliographers. 3 

Educators 8 

Library  School 7 

**       Bureau,  publishers,  etc  10 

Others 12 

Deduct  those  counted  in  two 

classes 11 


s 

25 

36 

ICO 

31 

45 

•  « 

3 

2 

10 

22 

29 

•  ■ 

10 

40 

SI 

136 

274 

21 

32 

241 


127       US 

BY  GEOGRAPHICAL    SECTIONS. 

9  of  the  9  No.  Atlantic  States.    Sent 176 

3     "      9  So.  Atlantic  States 
I     "      8  Gulf  States 
8     *'      8  Lake  States 

7  Mountain  States 

8  Pacific  States 


3 
I 


« 


II 


« 


i< 


«( 


M 


l< 


IS 

2 

44 

3 
I 


Total 241 


BY  STATES. 


Me 4 

N.H IS 

Vt 8 

Mass 6s 

R.  1 7 

Conn 12 


N.  Y 

Penn. 

N.J. 

Md.. 

D.  C. 

N.  C. 

La... 


55 
4 
6 

4 
10 

1 

2 

193 


Carried  forward,  193 


Ohio. 

Ind.. 

111... 

Mich 

Wis. 

Minn 

la... 

Mo.. 

Kan. 

Neb. 

Col.. 

Cal.. 


Total 


5 
I 

15 
5 

3 

3 

2 

10 
I 
I 
I 
I 

241 


ATTENDANCE  REGISTER. 


Adams,  Harriet  A.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Somerville,  Mass. 

AdamSf  Herbert  B.,  Trustee  Amherst  College, 
Prof,  in  Johns  Hopkins  Univ.,  Baltimore,  M.  D. 

Allan,  Jessie,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

Andrews,  Clement  W.,  Ln.  Mass.  Inst.  Technol- 
ogy, Boston,  Mass. 

Arms,  Lillian  D.,  Springfield,  Mass. 

Arnold,  G:  N.,  Ln.  Rogers  F.  L.,  Bristol,  R.  L 

Bagg,  M.  M.,  Ln.  Oneida  Hist.  Soc.,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Baker,  G:  H.,  Ln.  Columbia  College,  New  York 
City. 

Baldwin,  Elizabeth  G.,  Cataloger  Columbia  Col- 
lege L.,  New  York  City. 

Bardwell,  W:  A.,  Ln.  Brooklyn  L.,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. 

Bardwell,  Mrs.  W:  A.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


Barnum,  T.  R.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Batchcllor,  A.  S.,  Trustee  N.  H.  State  L.,  Little- 
ton, N.  H*. 

Bean,  Emma  J.,  Cataloger  Andover  Theological 
Sem.  L.,  Andover,  Mass. 

Bean,  J:  D.,  Brookline,  Mass. 

Bean,  Mary  A.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Brookline,  Ma.s8. 

Beer,  William,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Topeka,  Kan. 

Binion,  Dr.  S.  A.,  New  York  City. 

Bisbee,  M.  D.,  Ln.  Dartmouth  College,  Hanover, 
N.  H. 

Biscoe,  Walter  S.,  Catalog  Ln.  N.  Y.  State  L., 
Albany,  N.  Y. 

Bixby,  E:  C,  As.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Providence,  R.  L 

Blake,  Clara  S.,  Ln.  F.  L.,  Westborough,  Mass. 

Bonney,  Mrs.  A.  P.,  Lowell,  Mass. 
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Bonney,  Clara,  Lowell,  Mass. 
Borden,  W:  A.,  Ln.  Young  Men's  Inst.,  New  Ha- 
ven, Conn. 

Bradley,  I:  S.,  As.  Ln.  State  Hist.  Soc.,  Madison, 

Wis. 
Bradley,  W:  C,  Ln.  F.  L.,  Brattleboro,  Vt. 
Brett,  W:  H.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Cleveland.  O. 

Brolley,  A.  S.,  Ln.  N.  Y.  State  Court  Appeals, 
Albany,  N.Y. 

Brown,  A.  N.,  Ln.  U.  S.  Naval  Academy,  Annap- 
olis,  Md. 

Brown,  Nina  E.,  Shelf-lister  N.  Y.  State  L.,  Al- 
bany, N.  Y. 

Bunnell,  Ada,  Class  '91,  Library  School. 

Burnell,  Kittie,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Burr,  J.  L. 

Cady,  Mary  R.,  Book  Com.  F.  P.  L.,  North  Adams, 
Mass. 

Carr,  H:  J.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Carr,  Mrs.  Edith  Wallbridge,  ez-Ln.  111.  State  L., 
St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Carver,  H.  L.,  Director  P.  L.,  SL  Paul,  Minn. 

Chace,  Jonathan,  U.  S.  Senator,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Chamberlain,  Mellen,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Charlton,  Julia  E.,  E.  Wihdsor  Hill,  Conn. 

Cheney,  J:  Vance,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  San  Francisco, 
Cal. 

Clarke,  Edith  E.,  Cataloger  Newberry  L.,  Chi, 
cago.  111. 

Clary,  E.  Tracy,  Norwood,  Mass. 

Cochrane,  Sarah  A.,  Cat.  dept.  P.  L.,  Detroit 
Mich. 

Coe,  Ellen  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  N.  Y.  Free  Circulating 
L.,  New  York  City. 

Cole,  G:  Watson,  As.  Ln.  Newberry  L.,  Chicago, 
lU. 

Cole,  Mrs.  G:  Watson,  Chicago,  III. 

Cole,  T.  L.,  Law  bookseller,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Cooke,  H.  H.,  Manager  Library  dept.,  A.  C. 
McClurg  &  Co.,  Chicago,  111. 

Crandall,  Mary  Imogen,  Ln.  Brooklyn  Inst., 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Crunden,  F:  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Crunden,  Mrs.  Kate  Edmondson,  ex-As.  Ln.  P. 
L.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Cutler,  Louisa  S.,  Ln.  Aguilar  F.  L.,  N.  Y.  City. 

Cutler,  Mary  Salome,  Vice-director  Library  School- 
Library  examiner  University  of  State  of  N.  Y., 
and  Ln.  of  Diocesan  Lending  L.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Cutter,  C:  A.,  Ln.  Boston  Athenaeum,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Cutter,  W:  R.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Woburn,  Mass. 

Davidson,  Herbert  E.,  Sec.  Library  Bureau,  Bos- 
ton, Mass. 


Dewey,  Melvil,  Director  N.  Y.  State  L.,  Albany, 

N.Y. 
Dewey,  Mrs.  Annie,  Chairman  Library  Cora.  Y. 
W.  C.  A.  and  Diocesan  Lending  L.,  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  ex-Ln.  Wellesley  College. 
Dewey,    Godfrey,    "A.    L.    A.    Baby,**    Albany, 

N.  Y. 
Dickson,  Mrs.  Nellie  A.,  Springfield,  Mass. 
Dudley,  C:  R.,  Ln.  Mercantile  L.,  Denver,  Col. 
Dunn,  Jacob  Piatt,  jr.,  Ln.  Ind.  State  L.,  Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 

Dunton,  C.  Augusta,  Ln.  P.  L.,  North  Adams, 
Mass. 

Eaton,  Julia  A.,  Littleton,  N.  H. 

Eddy,  Mary  A.,  Ln.  F.  P.  I^.,  Coldwater,  Mich. 

Edmands,  John,  Ln.  Mercantile  L.,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Edmands,  Mrs.  Ellen  M.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Farr,  Stella  B.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Littleton,  N.  H. 

Fassig,  O.  L.,  Bibliographer  and  Ln.  U.  S.  Signal 
Service  L.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Feary,  Charlotte  S.,  Cataloger  Columbia  College 
L.,  New  York  City. 

Fletcher,  W:  I.,  Ln.  Amherst  College,  Amherst, 
Mass. 

Flint.  Bessie  F.,  Haverhill,  Mass. 

Flint,  Weston,  Statistician  U.  S.  Bureau  Educa 
tion,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Flint,  Mrs.  Weston,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Flint,  Master  Weston  P.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Foster,  W:  E.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Gallup,  G:  B.,  Ln.  Y.  M.  A.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Ganley,  Mary,  Cat.  dept.  P.  L.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Garland,  Caroline  H.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Dover,  N.  H. 

Garland,  T:  B.,  Trustee  P.  L.,  Dover,  N.  H. 

Gay,  Clara  F.,  Norwood,  Mass. 

Gay,  Frank  B.,  As.  Ln.   Watkinson  L.  and  Ln. 
Conn.  Hist.  Soc.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Gaylord,  W:  M.,  Trustee  Forbes  L.,  Northampton, 
Mass. 

Gill,  C:  G.,  Ln.  Tulane  Univ.,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Gilmore,  G:  C,  Trustee  N.  H.  State  Library,  Man- 
chester, N.  H. 

Glenn,  J:  M.,  Manager  and  Treas.  New  Mercan- 
tile L.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Goddard,  E:  N.,  Ln.  and  Trustee  Windsor  Library 
Assoc,  Windsor,  Vt. 

Godfrey,  Mrs.  B.  D.,  mother  of  two  libns.,  Welles- 
ley,  Mass. 

Goss,  E.  H.,  Chairman  Board  of  Trustees  P.  L 
Melrose,  Mass. 

Green,  Harriet  E.,  Instructor  in  Library  School 
Cat.  dept.  Boston  Athenaeum,  Boston,  Mass. 

Green,  S:  S.,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Worcester,  Mass. 
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Griswold,  W:  M.  ex-As.  Ln.  L.  of  Congress,  Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

Griswold,  Mrs.  W:  M.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Guild,  Reuben  A.,  Ln.  Brown  Univ.  L.,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 

Hagar,  Sarah  C,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Burlington,  Vt. 

Haines,  Martha  B.,  Cataloger  F.  P.  L.,  Newark, 
N.J. 

Hall,  E:  W.,  Ln.  Colby  Univ.,  Waterville,  Me. 

Harris,  G:  W.,  Ln.  Cornell  Univ.,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

Harris,  W:  T.,  U.  S.  Commissioner  Education, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Hayward,  Almira  Leach,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Cambridge, 
Mass. 

Haywood,  Mary  A.,  Teacher,  New  York  City. 

Hedge,  Frederic  H.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Lawrence,  Mass. 

Hill,  Frank  P.,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Hills,  G:  W.,  Editor  Evening  Post,  Bridgeport, 
Conn. 

Hills,  Mrs.  G:  W.,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Hills,  H.  J.,  Supt.  P.  L.  and  R.  R.,  Bridgeport, 
Conn. 

Hitchcock,  Anna  C,  Suffield,  Conn. 

Hovey,  E.  C,  Trustee  P.  L.,  Brookline,  Mass. 

Hovey,  Mrs..E.  C,  Brookline,  Mass. 

Hull,  Fanny,  Ln.  Union  for  Christian  Work, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Ives,  William,  Ln.  Buffalo  L.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Jackson,  Annie  Brown,  Book  Com.  F.  P.  L., 
North  Adams,  Mass. 

James,  Hannah  P.,  Ln.  Osterhout  F.  L.,  Wilkes- 
Barr^,  Pa. 

Jameson,  J:  F.,  Prof.  Brown  Univ.,  Providence, 
R.  L 

Jaquith,  Mrs.  O.  B.,  Ln.  Norman  Williams  P.  L., 
Woodstock,  Vt. 

Jenkins,  Mary  A.,  As.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Jenks,  Rev.  H:  F.,  Trustee  P.  L.,  Canton,  Mass. 

Jenks,  Mrs.  L.  H.,  Canton,  Mass. 

Johnson,  (Miss)  Sumner,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Waltham, 
Mass. 

Johnston,  D.  V.  R.,  Sub-Ln.  N.  Y.  State  L.,  Albany, 
N.  Y. 

Jones,  Ada  Alice,  Cataloger  N.  Y.  State  L.,  Al- 
bany, N.  Y. 

Jones,  Clara  A.,  Ln.  F.  L.,  Warwick,  Mass. 

Jones,  Gardner  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Salem,  Mass. 

Kephart,  Horace,  Ln.  Mercantile  L.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Kimball,  Arthur  R.,  Acting  Ln.  N.  H.  State  L., 
Concord,  N.  H. 

Kittredge,  J.  C,  Trustee  Tewksbury  P.  L.,  Brook- 
line, Mass. 

Koopman,  H.  L.,  Cataloger  Univ.  of  Vermont  L., 
Burlington,  Vt. 


Laidley,  Caroline  S.,  Ln.    P.  L.,  Northampton, 
Mass. 

Lane,  Charlotte  G.,  Cataloger  Bowdoin    College 
L.,  Brunswick,  Me. 

Lane,  W:  C,  As.  Ln.  Harvard  College  L.,  Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

Lang,  Sallie,  Cataloger  Columbia  College  L.,  New 
York  City. 

Latham,  Lucy  E.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Leavitt,  Charlotte  D.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Elyria,  O. 

Leavitt,  Frank  M.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Linderfelt,  K.  A:,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Little,  G:  T.,  Ln.    Bowdoin   College,  Brunswick, 
Me. 

Lockwood,  J:  S.,  Vice-Pres.  Library  Bureau,  Bos- 
ton, Mass. 
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CONFERENCE    OF    LIBRARIANS. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,    OCTOBER  12^16,  1891. 

ADDRESS    OF    THE    PRESIDENT,    SAMUEL  SWETT    GREEN,    LIBRARIAN    OF  THE    FREE    PUBLIC 

LIBRARY,   WORCESTER,   MASSACHUSETTS. 


The  function  of  a  library  is  to  serve  its 
users. 

It  is  the  duty  of  a  puWic  library  to  serve 
the  public. 

The  trustees  and  librarians  of  a  public 
library  are  ministers  of  the  people.  They  are 
to  be  ministered  unto,  aside  from  what  the 
dictates  of  humanity  demand,  only  in  so  far  as 
provisions  made  for  their  comfortable  per- 
formance of  work  may  enable  them  to  render 
service  of  increased  efficiency  and  value. 

The  service  to  be  rendered  by  a  librarian, 
however,  it  should  be  remembered,  in  the  case 
of  a  very  large  portion  of  the  community,  is 
that  of  the  parent  and  teacher  and  never  that 
of  a  slave. 

A  trustee  of  a  large  library  wisely  writes  : 
"  The  community  *  *  very  rationally  prefers 
the  library  which  furnishes  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  facilities,  the  need  for  which  is  felt  by 
the  community  (with  a  corresponding  dead- 
ness  in  regard  to  facilities  desired  only  by  the 
librarian),  and  will  do  most  for  the  reputation  of 
the  librarian  who  best  administers  the  trust." 
Usefulness,  then,  is  the  test  of  successful 
library  management. 

That  statement,  however,  let  it  be  distinctly 
understood,  does  not  necessitate  sympathy 
with  a  library  officer  who  looks  with  contempt 
upon  what  have  been  happily  called  the  me- 
chanic arts  of  our  occupation.  In  1876  I 
assisted  in  the  formation  of  this  association, 
and  for  fifteen  years  have  been  proud  to  work 
side  by  side  with  Winsor  and  Poole  and  Cut- 
ter and  Dewey,  while  they,  and  others  with  a 


spirit  like  theirs,  have  labored  to  propagate 
correct  ideas  regarding  library  architecture 
and  the  cataloguing  and  classification  of 
books.  The  work  of  these  men  has  been  a 
noble  one. 

In  places  where  persons  are  allowed  to  go 
to  the  shelves  of  libraries,  it  is  a  matter  of 
prime  importance  that  they  should  find  the 
books  systematically  arranged  and  so  placed 
that  such  as  treat  of  similar  subjects  may  be 
found  in  close  juxtaposition.  In  all  libraries 
a  good  system  of  classification  must  be  in  use 
if  librarians  are  to  aid  inquirers  expeditiously 
and  even  with  certainty  of  finding  answers  to 
their  questions. 

It  is  also  indispensable  that  a  library  should 
be  thoughtfully,  scientifically,  and  adequately 
catalogued. 

Neither  can  people  be  well  served  in  a  poor 
library  building. 

The  public  is  concerned  in  having  rooms 
for  unpacking  boxes  and  examining  and  cat- 
aloguing books ;  well  arranged  and  ample 
shelving;  and  in  the  provision  of  facilities 
for  quick  delivery  of  books  to  users  within  the 
building,  and  expeditious  distribution  of 
them  to  persons  wishing  to  take  them  home. 
It  is  especially  concerned  to  have  well-lighted, 
ventilated  and  heated  study,  reading,  and  wait- 
ing rooms. 

Hearty  praise,  then,  belongs  to  the  men  who 
have  labored  to  improve  the  cataloguing  and 
classification  of  libraries,  and  to  exert  an  influ- 
ence in  behalf  of  correct  principles  of  library 
architecture. 
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It  is  evident  that  their  efforts  must  be  con- 
tinued. 

Especially  needful  is  it  that  they  still  pro- 
claim the  gospel  of  convenience  and  suita- 
bility respecting  library  buildings  and  the 
equipment  of  libraries. 

Thanks  largely  to  the  influence  exerted  by 
this  association  in  its  corporate  capacity,  and 
through  the  individual  efforts  of  its  members, 
immense  strides  have  been  made  in  the  libra- 
ries of  this  country  in  cataloguing  and  classi- 
fication during  the  last  fifteen  years. 

One  or  two  of  the  systems  in  vogue  here 
have  attracted  much  attention  in  foreign  coun- 
tries also,  and  the  names  of  Cutter  and  Dewey 
are  mentioned  with  respect  not  only  in  this 
country,  but  in  England,  Germany,  and  Italy. 
But  while  this  is  so,  the  public  needs  further 
education  in  regard  to  the  principles  which 
should  govern  communities  in  making  plans 
for  library  buildings. 

It  is  the  business  of  the  architect,  said  Pro- 
fessor H.  W.  Ackland,  in  my  presence  in  one 
of  the  buiidings  of  the  University  of  Oxford, 
to  consider  carefully  what  uses  a  building  is  to 
be  put  to,  and  listening  attentively  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  persons  who  are  to  occupy  it  and 
work  in  it,  to  embody  their  wishes  in  plans 
that  can  be  followed  by  the  practical  builder. 

Generally  speaking  it  will  be  found  in  case 
of  the  larger  libraries  that  the  librarian  and 
his  assistants  can  best  tell  what  accommoda- 
tions are  required  by  the  convenience  of  mem- 
bers of  a  community  and  the  working  force  of 
the  library  better  than  anybody  else.  Whether, 
however,  this  knowledge  is  possessed  by  the 
librarian  or  by  one  or  more  trustees,  it  should 
be  sought  out  and  availed  of  by  the  architect, 
if  the  proposed  building  is  to  prove  to  be  well 
arranged  and  satisfactory. 

The  community  has  yet  to  learn  that  it  is 
important  to  consult  a  librarian  in  the  first 
place  in  regard  to  the  form  of  its  building, 
and  that  it  does  not  work  well  in  practice  to 
put  up  a  building  without  consultation  with  a 
librarian,  and  then  when  the  building  is  done 
engage  an  executive  officer  to  occupy  the 
structure,  and  do  the  best  he  can  to  make  up 
for  its  shortcomings  by  the  adoption  of  such 
makeshifts  as  are  practicable. 


Let  it  never  be  forgotten,  however,  that  in 
adopting  systems  of  cataloguing  and  classsifi- 
cation  and  in  putting  up  library  buildings  and 
furnishing  them,  a  community  is  only  pro- 
viding means  for  attaining  an  end.  The  end 
to  be  sought  is  the  satisfactory  service  of  the 
public.  Tools  are  needful,  and  they  must  be 
of  a  kind  to  do  well  the  work  for  which  they 
are  provided,  but  they  must  be  taken  in  hand 
and  used  before  the  expense  incurred  in  ob- 
taining them  is  justified. 

Incidentally,  it  is  well,  also,  to  add  the  im- 
portant remark  that  the  community  which 
wishes  for  good  library  service  must  not  only 
have  good  tools  and  tools  adapted  to  do  the 
work  desired,  but  also,  and  certainly,  a  skillful 
and  industrious  workman  to  handle  the  tools. 
Provide  a  good  collection  of  books  and  facili- 
ties for  their  use  and  for  doing  the  work  of 
the  library,  but  whether  you  do  these  things 
or  not,  secure  at  the  start  as  accomplished  and 
enthusiastic  a  librarian  as  you  can  lay  your 
hands  on.  More,  very  much  more,  good  can 
be  accomplished  by  a  good  librarian  with  a 
poor  library  and  an  unsuitable  building  than 
by  an  incompetent  librarian  provided  with  the 
best  of  material  and  facilities. 

A  good  librarian  will  aim  to  accumulate  a 
large  collection  of  the  best  books  and  to 
secure  the  best  facilities  for  handling  and  dis- 
playing them.  He  will  aim  to  obtain  a  well- 
planned  building. 

He  will  seek  for  these  things,  however, 
mainly  as  auxiliaries  in  enabling  him  to  do 
well  the  work,  which  he  will  keep  con- 
stantly in  mind,  of  giving  as  much  pleasure 
as  possible  to  users  of  the  library,  and  of 
exerting  as  widespread  and  elevating  an 
educational  influence  as  circumstances  will 
allow. 

The  test  of  the  success  of  a  library  is  its 
usefulness.  That  library  best  fulfils  its  mis- 
sion which,  well  housed,  arranged  and  cat- 
alogued and  well  manned,  studies  the  needs 
of  the  community  in  which  it  is  placed  and  of 
students  generally,  and  then  addresses  itself 
earnestly  to  the  work  of  awakening  interest 
in  study  and  good  reading,  and  shows  the 
greatest  and  best  regulated  zeal  in  dissem- 
inating information  and  bringing   about   as 
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large  as  possible  an  increase  in  knowledge 
and  wisdom. 

The  chief  purpose  of  a  library  is  to  stim- 
ulate and  encourage  persons  of  all  ages, 
learned  and  unlearned,  to  make  investigations 
and  read  good  books,  and  to  help  them  cor- 
dially and  persistently  in  finding  answers  to 
their  inquiries  and  in  getting  at  books  of 
standard  value  adapted  to  supply  their  special 
needs. 

Fifteen  years  ago,  at  the  conference  of 
librarians  held  in  Philadelphia,  at  which  this 
association  was  formed,  I  read  a  paper  in 
which  I  said :  "  I  wish  to  say  that  there  are 
few  pleasures  comparable  to  that  of  asso- 
ciating continually  with  curious  and  vigorous 
young  minds  and  of  aiding  them  in  realizing 
their  ideals. " 

It  is  because  the  members  of  this  associa- 
tion, while  providing  carefully  for  the  wants 
of  scholars,  properly  so  called,  have  engaged 
earnestly  also  in  the  work  of  popular  educa- 
tion ;  have  considered  questions  of  library 
economy  largely  from  the  point  of  view  of  in- 
creasing the  usefulness  of  their  libraries  to 
the  public ;  and  have  by  their  increasing  in- 
telligence and  faithfulness  year  by  year 
become  in  a  higher  and  higher  degree  con- 
scious of  the  joy  of  stimulating  and  aiding  in- 
quiry and  cultivating  a  taste  for  good  litera- 
ture, that  I  am  especially  proud  of  having  had 
a  hand  in  its  formation,  and  of  having  taken 
constantly  an  active  part  in  its  deliberations 
and  work. 

Librarians  are  working  to-day  in  a  gratifying 
spirit  of  helpfulness  to  special  students,  those 
of  more  extended  interests  and  the  general 
public,  and  the  growing  and  already  great 
earnestness  and  intensity  of  that  spirit  as  dis- 
played at  the  present  time,  is  largely  owing  to 
the  movement  started  and  promoted  by  this 
association  and  its  members. 

I  can  give  only  a  few  examples  of  the  mani- 
festation of  that  spirit. 

At  the  well-known  convention  of  "  librarians 
and  others  interested  in  bibliography"  pre- 
sided over  by  Professor  C.  C.  Jewett,  and 
held  in  New  York  in  September,  1853,  it  was 
resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Charles  Folsom  of 
Boston,  **  That  we  have  examined  the  work 


entitled  'Index  to  Periodicals,'  by  W.  F. 
Poole,  librarian  of  the  Mercantile  Library  of 
Boston,  and  that  we  approve  of  its  plan  and 
execution,  and  we  recommend  that  a  similar 
system  of  indexing  be  extended  to  the  transac- 
tions and  memoirs  of  learned  societies." 

The  second  edition  of  Poole's  Index  was 
published  in  1853,  and  it  was  owing  to  the  en- 
couragement which  Mr.  Poole,  then  librarian 
of  the  Chicago  Public  Library,  received 
at  the  conference  of  librarians  at  Philadel- 
phia in  1876,  that  he  felt  emboldened  to  under- 
take the  preparation  and  publication  of  the 
greatly  enlarged  and  revised  third  edition  of 
the  work. 

It  is  matter  for  congratulation  that  this  as- 
sociation was  instrumental  in  hastening  and 
securing  the  publication  of  a  work  which  is 
one  of  the  most  useful  of  the  aids  available  by 
scholars  and  popular  investigators,  which  is 
prized  throughout  the  literary  world  and  re- 
garded as  an  indispensable  tool  by  the  libra- 
rian of  every  library  in  this  country,  and  by 
the  custodians  of  all  the  larger  libraries  in 
England  and  on  the  continent  of  Europe. 

In  this  connection  I  wish  to  call  attention 
to  the  much-needed  index  of  essays  which 
Mr.  Fletcher  is  preparing  with  the  coopera- 
tion of  other  librarians,  and  under  the  pat- 
ronage of  the  publication  section  of  this 
association. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  movement  which 
was  auspiciously  started  last  year  for  securing 
an  endowment  for  that  section,  may  receive  a 
new  impetus  at  this  meeting  of  our  association 
and  be  carried  on  to  successful  completion. 

Congratulations  are  here  in  order  on  account 
of  the  admirable  work  in  useful  indexing  that 
has  recently  been  done  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

Of  the  class  list  of  Mr.  Cheney  I  shall 
speak  later.  Now,  I  wish  to  extend  the 
thanks  of  all  librarians  and  students  to  Mr. 
Rowell  of  the  library  of  the  University  of 
California,  for  publishing  a  valuable  volume 
containing  a  subject  index  of  large  portions 
of  the  library  of  the  institution  with  which 
he  is  connected,  and  for  the  example  that  he 
has  set  to  other  librarians  in  preparing  so 
useful  a  work. 

In  passing,  although  I  have  no  time  to 


SAN  FRANCISCO  CONFERENCE. 


dwell  upon  it,  I  must  express  the  apprecia- 
tion which  librarians  have  of  the  very  valua- 
ble bibliographical  work  of  Winsor,  Foster 
and  others,  and  extend  to  them  the  thanks  of 
all  users  of  libraries  for  the  assistance  they 
are  constantly  giving  in  both  scholarly  and 
popular  investigation.  Librarians  are  mind- 
ful also  of  the  great  importance  of  the  ser- 
vices which  have  been  rendered  by  two  pow- 
erful allies  whose  work  in  behalf  of  libraries 
began  at  the  same  time  as  the  formation  of 
this  association,  namely,  the  Bureau  of  Edu- 
cation at  Washington  and  the  Library  journal. 

We  remember  with  gratitude  the  very  effi- 
cient and  valuable  aid  afforded  by  General 
Eaton  and  his  successors,  United  States 
Commissioners  of  Education,  in  promoting 
improvements  in  library  arrangement  and 
making  libraries  of  greater  usefulness  in  the 
community.  Well,  too,  do  we  remember  the 
self-sacrificing  spirit  shown  by  the  late 
Frederick  Leypoldt  of  New  York  in  issuing 
iht  Library  journal  2i\.  ?i  considerable  loss  in 
money,  because  he  could  not  help  doing  a 
thing  which  he  saw  that  it  was  desirable 
should  be  done,  even  when  he  knew  that  he 
must  impair  his  capital  in  undertaking  the 
new  venture. 

The  librarians  of  this  country  feel  very 
grateful  to  the  gentlemen  who  supported  the 
journal  as  workers  and  literary  contributors 
at  the  start,  and  men  who  like  Bowker  and 
Cutter  and  Ford  have  in  later  years  labored 
earnestly  ,disinterestedly,  and  succcessfully  to 
make  the  publication  valuable. 

We  congratulate  them  on  the  great  ad- 
vance which  they  have  made  and  upon  the 
power  which  they  show  to  add  every  year  to 
the  interest  and  satisfactoriness  of  the  journal. 

The  usefulness  of  a  library  depends  pri- 
marily upon  its  having  a  good  librarian. 

But  a  libraraian  must  have  good  assistants. 
The  head  of  a  library  has  to  look  after  its 
general  interests;  to  keep  in  touch  with  the 
wishes  and  real  needs  of  his  constituency  and 
show  prevision  in  supplying  their  wants;  when 
his  institution  is  not  properly  appreciated  he 
has  to  study  means  for  making  it  indispensa- 
ble to  a  community  and  conquer  for  it  recog- 
nition and  support. 


He  must  meet  the  every-day  users  of  his 
library  to  a  great  extent  through  his  assis- 
tants. 

If,  then,  the  public  is  to  be  well  served,  the 
librarian  must  have  accomplished  assistants. 

I  can  mention  more  than  one  large  library 
in  which  ignorance  or  a  spirit  of  parsimony 
prevails,  or  where  political  considerations  or  a 
disposition  to  nepotism  is  influential,  in  which 
the  service  is  wholly  insufficient  and  inade- 
quate, although  the  librarian  is  justly  regarded 
as  a  leader  in  his  occupation. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  a  growing  apprecia- 
tion of  the  importance  of  having  good  library 
service,  and  it  is  because  this  is  a  crying  need 
that  this  association  has  watched  with  great 
interest  and  growing  admiration  the  work  of 
the  Library  School  started  in  connection  with 
the  library  of  Columbia  College  and  now  con- 
nected with  the  State  Library  of  New  York. 

The  work  of  that  school  is  practical,  and 
becomes  year  by  year  increasingly  thorough. 
Above  all  it  stimulates  and  feeds  the  spirit  of 
usefulness  to  the  public. 

If  a  library  is  to  do  really  good  work,  libra- 
rians must  not  only  be  well  trained  and  have 
technical  knowledge,  but  they  must  be  well 
educated. 

Mr.  John  Winter  Jones,  late  principal  libra- 
rian of  the  British  Museum,  spoke  as  follows 
in  his  introductory  address,  as  president  of 
the  international  conference  of  librarians  held 
in  London  in  October,  1877,  which  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  attending,  and  at  which  the  Li- 
brary Association  of  the  United  Kingdom  was 
formed :  — 

"The  learned  author  of  the  life  of  Isaac 
Cassaubon,  Mr.  Mark  Pattison,  says,  *  The 
librarian  who  reads  is  lost ; '  and  this  is  to  a 
great  extent  true.  It  was  certainly  true  in  the 
case  of  Cassaubon,  who,  in  his  love  for  the 
contents  of  the  books  placed  under  his 
charge,  forgot  his  duties  as  a  librarian.  The 
license  which  a  librarian  may  be  allowed  to 
take  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  was 
well  indicated  by  the  amiable  Cary,  the  trans- 
lator of  Dante,  who  used  to  describe  himself 
and  his  colleagues,  while  engaged  in  the  task 
of  cataloguing  the  books  of  the  British  Mu- 
seum Library,  as  sheep  traveling  along  a  road 
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and  stopping  occasionally  to  nibble  a  little 
grass  by  the  wayside." 

Certainly  it  is  very  dangerous  to  form  the 
habit  of  reading  in  a  library  that  is  much  used 
duri  ng  office  hours.  While  the  library  is  open 
there  is  generally  time  only  to  become  famil- 
iar with  title-pages,  page  headings,  prefaces, 
and  tables  of  contents,  and  to  glance  hastily 
through  books  to  gain  an  idea  of  their  scope, 
style,  and  plan  of  treating  subjects. 

That  fact,  however,  does  not  prevent  men 
and  women  from  studying  and  reading  outside 
the  library  building,  and  when  not  regularly 
engaged  in  library  work,  or  in  getting  a  good 
preparatory  education  before  undertaking  such 
work. 

I  remember  once  to  have  heard  of  the  su- 
perintendent of  a  National  Gallery  of  Art, 
who,  being  himself  an  artist,  was  allowed  to 
spend  a  portion  of  every  day  in  painting.  The 
governing  body  of  that  institution  was  wise  in 
giving  its  manager  time  to  practice  his  art. 

That  man  alone  is  capahle  of  rendering  the 
best  assistance  to  other  persons  who  knows 
by  personal  experience  how  to  do  good  work 
himself. 

The  librarian  who  has  made  researches  him- 
self can  best  aid  investigators  not  only  in  de- 
partments of  knowledge  with  which  he  is 
familiar,  but  in  all  departments  of  knowledge. 
The  methods  of  investigation  are  the  same 
everywhere.  A  student  can  best  help  a  stu- 
dent. 

Officers  of  libraries  then  should,  in  so  far 
as  is  practicable,  be  well-educated  men  and 
women,  and  constant  students.  They  should 
be  readers  also,  and  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
languages  and  literature  and  the  elements  of 
all  branches  of  inquiry. 

I  have  known  both  men  and  women  who 
have  made  excellent  library  attendants,  who 
had  had  but  little  education,  and  who,  with 
good  powers  of  observation,  learned  to  do 
their  work  well,  although  mechanically. 

Still,  generally  speaking,  a  good  education 
and  habits  of  reading  and  study  are  of  the 
highest  importance  to  the  librarian  who  wishes 
to  make  his  administration  useful  to  the  com- 
munity. 

In  what  I  have  said  thus  far  I  have  mainly 


mentioned  certain '  things  which  have  been 
done  in  the  United  States  since  the  forma- 
tion of  this  association  to  advance  the  use- 
fulness of  libraries  to  all  investigators  and 
the  general  public  y  and  have  dwelt  upon  some 
considerations  that  must  be  had  in  mind  if 
good  library  service  is  to  be  rendered. 

I  wish  to  speak  briefly,  in  conclusion,  of  a 
facility  which  with  growing  frequency  is  now 
being  offered  to  scholars^  and  of  a  few  espec- 
ially important  undertakings  which  have  of 
late  years  been  engaged  in,  largely  as  the  re- 
sult of  the  influence  of  this  association  and 
its  members,  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  pop- 
ular education. 

When  the  first  number  of  the  Library  jour- 
nal was  about  to  be  issued  in  the  latter  por- 
tion of  the  year  1876,  the  editor-in-chief  wrote 
to  me  to  ask  if  I  had  not  some  contribution  to 
make  to  it.  I  immediately  sent  a  communi- 
cation, which  was  inserted,  on  **  The  lending 
of  books  to  other  libraries,"  in  which  I 
advocated  earnestly  the  plan,  which  had  long 
been  in  practice  in  some  of  the  libraries  of 
Europe,  of  lending  of  books  by  one  library 
to  another  for  the  use  of  students. 

No  greater  boon  can  be  afforded  a  scholar 
than  the  privilege  of  receiving  through  the 
library  of  the  town  or  city  in  which  he  lives 
the  loan  from  other  libraries,  in  other  towns 
or  cities,  of  books  not  to  be  had  from  the 
library  of  his  dwelling  place. 

Within  a  few  years  there  has  grown  up  in 
this  country  a  great  library  which  has  been 
conspicuous  in  extending  privileges  of  this 
kind  constantly  and  systematically  to  students 
all  over  the  land. 

Perhaps  the  largest  medical  library  in  the 
world  is  the  one  which  has  lately  been 
rapidly  built  up  in  Washington,  in  connection 
with  the  Surgeon-General's  office,  by  Dr. 
John  S.  Billings,  its  librarian. 

This  library  now  contains  102,000  volumes 
and  about  152,000  pamphlets. 

The  next  largest  medical  library  in  this 
country  is  that  of  the  College  of  Physicians 
of  Philadelphia,  which  contains,  I  understand, 
about  47,000  volumes. 

Wishing  to  be  able  to  state  here  to  what 
extent  the  privilege  of  being  able  to  borrow 
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books  by  investigators  living  at  a  distance 
from  Washington  is  availed  of,  I  wrote  to  Dr. 
Billings  to  ask  him,  and  received,  under  date 
of  July  31,  the  following  answer :  "  The  priv- 
ilege of  borrowing  books  from  this  library  is 
used  to  a  very  considerable  extent  through 
the  medical  libraries  of  Boston,  New  York, 
^Philadelphia,  and  by  the  workers  at  various 
universities,  especially  Cornell,  Johns  Hop- 
kins, Clark  University,  etc.  The  library  is 
essentially  a  reference  and  not  a  lending  li- 
brary, that  is  to  say,  it  is  not  a  circulating 
library  for  lending  books  to  read  merely ;  and 
as  it  is  required  that  the  books  shall  be  sent 
and  returned  by  express,  and  not  by  mail,  and 
at  the  expense  of  the  borrower,  it  does  not 
pay  to  borrow  a  single  book  as  a  rule.  When, 
however,  a  person  is  working  up  a  subject 
and  collects  a  number  of  references,  it  be- 
comes worth  while  to  pay  for  the  transmission 
of  ten  or  a  dozen  volumes  in  many  cases.  I 
am  sure  that  the  privilege  of  using  the  library 
is  very  highly  esteemed  by  a  number  of  our 
best  writers  and  workers." 

It  may  here  be  remarked  that  the  objection 
of  expense  does  not  apply  to  borrowing  a  sin- 
gle book  from  a  library  in  a  town  or  city  which 
is  near  to  the  borrowing  library. 

It  is  matter  for  profound  thankfulness  that 
other  libraries,  besides  that  of  the  Surgeon- 
General's  office,  have  adopted  the  generous  and 
admirable  policy  of  aiding  investigators  by  lend- 
ing books  to  them  through  out-of-town  libraries. 

The  two  which  have  especially  attracted  my 
attention  are  those  of  Harvard  University  and 
the  Boston  Athenaeum  Corporation.  It  was  to 
be  expected  that  institutions  presided  over  by 
librarians  of  such  far-reaching  and  broad  views 
as  Messrs.  Winsor  and  Cutter,  seconded  by 
great  intelligence  in  the  governing  bodies  of 
their  libraries,  would  labor  in  every  way  to 
have  the  books  under  their  charge  accomplish 
the  greatest  attainable  good  and  render  the 
most  extended  service. 

I  have  received  most  valuable  aid  in  help- 
ing persons  in  Worcester  to  make  investiga- 
tions by  the  loan  of  books,  not  only  from  all 
the  libraries  already  mentioned,  but  from 
those  of  Yale  and  Columbia  Colleges,  and 
other  institutions. 


I  have  had  a  very  valuable  manuscript  lent 
to  me  by  a  law  library  in  Boston.  In  fact,  I 
have  seldom  applied  to  a  library  and  asked 
for  the  use  of  books  that  my  request  has  cot 
been  granted. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  some  institutions 
are  governed  by  rules  which  will  not  allow  of 
such  an  interchange  of  favors  or  such  unpaid 
generosity  on  the  part  of  librarians  as  those  of 
which  I  am  speaking.  That  is  the  case  in  the 
Astor  Library  of  New  York  and  in  the  Library 
of  Congress. 

That  great  institution,  the  Boston  Public  Li 
brary,  is  constantly  growing  in  respect  to  the 
value  of  its  collections,  but  its  management 
has  lately  very  much  restricted  the  privileges 
which  it  formerly  granted  with  great  freedom  to 
libraries  and  investigators  outside  of  Boston. 

Since  the  organization  of  this  association, 
the  disposition  of  librarians  to  engage  in  per- 
sonal intercourse  and  render  personal  aid  to 
the  users  of  libraries  has  grown  apace. 

All  over  the  land  earnest  and  well-directed 
efforts  have  been  successfully  made  to  render 
libraries  useful  to  the  teachers  and  pupils  of 
public  and  private  schools. 

I  shall  read  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  Li- 
braries and  Schools  at  another  session  of  this 
meeting,  and  so  will  say  nothing  about  that 
matter  here. 

Many  libraries  are  striving  fruitfully  to  aid 
persons  to  get  at  books  that  will  aid  them  in 
an  increasedly  satisfactory  performance  of  the 
duties  of  their  daily  occupations. 

All  that  there  is  time  to  do  in  speaking  of 
this  kind  of  work  is  to  refer  inquirers  to  a 
paper  on  "  The  library  in  its  relations  to  per- 
sons engaged  in  industrial  pursuits,"  read  by 
me  two  years  ago  at  the  meeting  of  this  asso- 
ciation held  in  St.  Louis. 

I  must  not  fail  to  remind  you  that  a  year  ago 
the  Publication  Section  of  the  American  Li- 
brary Association  put  forth  a  very  useful  list 
of  books,  entitled  "  Reading  for  the  Young," 
which  was  prepared  by  Mr.  and  the  Misses 
Sargent,  and  which  embodied,  with  large  addi- 
tions and  with  improvements,  the  excellent 
work  published  by  that  warm  and  judicious 
friend  of  children,  our  respected  associate, 
Miss  C.  M.  Hewins  of  Hartford. 
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October  22,  1890,  the  Governor  of  Massa- 
chusetts appointed  the  members  of  the  Free 
Public  Library  Commission,  which  was  pro- 
vided for  in  a  law  enacted  in  the  previous  May. 

The  purpose  of  the  establishment  of  that 
commission  was  twofold,  namely,  to  furnish  a 
competent  body  to  answer  questions  regard- 
ing the  maintenance  and  management  of  libra- 
ries, and  to  encourage  and  assist  towns  which 
did  not  already  have  public  libraries  to  estab- 
lish them. 

The  commission  first  addressed  itself  to 
the  work  of  stimulating  an  interest  in  towns 
which  had  no  public  libraries,  to  establish 
them. 

From  its  first  report  presented  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  Massachusetts  January  30,  1891,  it 
appeared  that  only  103  of  the  351  towns  and 
cities  of  the  Commonwealth  were  without 
public  libraries.  Even  in  some  of  the  towns 
lacking  them  there  were  small  association 
libraries. 

I  have  now  to  report,  as  a  member  of  the 
Massachusetts  Free  Public  Library  Commis- 
sion, that,  largely  owing  to  the  work  of  the 
commission,  led  by  its  hard-working,  thought- 
ful, genial  and  efficient  chairman,  the  State 
Librarian,  Mr.  Caleb  B.  Tillinghast,  thirty-five 
of  those  103  towns  at  the  town  meetings  held 
last  March  and  April  accepted  the  provisions 
of  the  State  law  and  organized  library  boards. 
The  commission  has  been  kept  very  busy 
since  spring  in  selecting  and  buying  the  libra- 
ries for  those  towns  which  the  State  had 
promised  to  give  them.  The  wants  of  every 
town  have  been  considered  by  themselves; 
its  wishes  have  been  ascertained,  and  stren- 
uous efforts  have  been  made  to  supply  the 
best  of  literature,  and  to  provide  as  many 
books  as  publishers  could  be  induced  to  fur- 
nish the  commission  for  the  amount  of  money 
at  its  disposal. 

The  commission  has  always  been  able  to 
furnish  1 50  volumes  to  every  town,  and  gen- 
erally, by  the  addition  of  gifts  from  friends,  as 
many  as  200  or  more  volumes. 

Massachusetts  makes  a  good  showing  in 
the  matter  of  furthering  the  cause  of  popular 
education  by  the  establishment  of  public  li- 
braries. 


While  noticing  the  fact  that  at  the  time  of 
writing  the  first  annual  report  of  the  Free 
Public  Library  Commission,  248  towns  and 
cities  had  libraries  in  which  the  people  had 
"  rights  or  free  privileges,"  Mr.  Tillinghast 
wrote:  "There  are  about  2,500,000  volumes 
in  these  libraries,  available  for  the  use  of 
2,104,224  of  the  2,238,343  inhabitants  which 
the  State  contains  according  to  the  census  of 
1890.  The  gifts  of  individuals  in  money y  not 
including  gifts  in  books,  for  libraries  and  li- 
brary buildings,  exceed  five  and  a  half  mil- 
lion dollars.^'* 

Massachusetts  is  able  to  say  to-day  that  of 
the  103  of  the  smaller  towns,  having  accord- 
ing to  the  census  just  taken  a  population  of 
134,719,  which  had  no  public  libraries  January 
30  of  the  present  year,  less  than  seventy  out 
of  a  total  of  351  remain  which  have  not  taken 
steps  to  establish  them. 

May  I  be  permitted,  in  closing,  to  call  atten- 
tion to  a  kind  of  work  which  I  am  just  now  doing 
with  considerable  zeal  in  the  library  in  Wor- 
cester, Massachusetts,  over  which  I  preside. 

In  the  new  building  which  we  have  been 
occupying  for  a  few  months,  and  which  the 
city  committee,  under  whose  -auspices  it  was 
built,  allowed  me  to  plan,  there  is  provided  a 
hall  which  is  to  be  used  for  various  purposes, 
but  which  it  is  intended  to  use  often  for  the 
display  of  pictures  belonging  to  the  library. 
The  whole  upper  story  of  the  building  is  so 
planned  also  that  whatever  use  may  be  made 
of  it  eventually,  it  can  for  several  years  cer- 
tainly be  used  for  hanging  paintings,  engrav- 
ings and  photographs. 

In  every  large  library  there  are  collections 
of  photographs,  chromo-lithographs  and  en- 
gravings, and  finely  illustrated  books,  out  of 
which  the  illustrations  can  be  temporarily 
taken,  which  are  seldom  seen.  These  col- 
lections and  illustrations  I  am  now  placing 
on  the  walls  of  the  hall  spoken  of  above,  and 
when  the  pictures  are  too  numerous  to  be 
accommodated  there,  on  those  of  the  upper 
story,  and  inviting  the  public  to  come  to  the 
library  to  look  at  and  study  them. 

I  did  enough  of  this  kind  of  work  in  our 
old  building  to  show  that  it  was  feasible  and 
desirable  to  have  exhibitions  of  the  kind  indi- 
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cated,  and  find  that  in  our  new  quarters  they 
are  attracting  much  attention  and  giving  gen- 
eral satisfaction.  It  is  only  necessary  to  re- 
mind librarians  that  for  large  displays  they 
have  such  works  as  the  publications  of  the 
Arundel  Society,  the  Piranesi's  Rome,  great 
works  on  Egypt,  the  famous  Italian  work  on 
Pompeii  just  being  completed,  collections  of 
photographs  of  pictures  by  Raphael,  Michael 
Angelo,  and  other  artists,  as  well  as  numer- 
ous other  works  and  collections. 

For  the  first  small  exhibition  I  showed 
the  sixty-three  chromo-lithographs  in  sepia 
finish  provided  by  Langl,  to  teach  the  history 
of  architecture  in  German  schools,  and  which 
give  striking  and  picturesque  views  of  ruins 
in  Egypt,  India,  Persia,  Assyria,  Greece  and 
Rome,  and  representations  of  fine  old 
Christian,  Moorish,  pre-gothic,  gothic,  re- 
naissance and  Russian  buildings. 

I  made  the  exhibition  tell  its  own  story  by 
placing  by  the  side  of  ruins,  restorations  of 
the  buildings  representing  the  opinions  of  the 
best  authorities,  exterior  views  of  buildings 
where  the  interiors  were  given  in  the  set  of 
pictures,  ground  plans  of  buildings,  etc. 

I  saw  to  it,  too,  that  the  names  of  the  build- 
ings and  ruins  were  written  distinctly  in  Eng- 
lish below  the  pictures,  and  had  cards  printed 
inviting  persons  wishing  for  further  informa- 
tion regarding  any  of  the  objects  represented 
to  apply  for  books  describing  them  in  the  ref- 
erence library  down  stairs. 

There  was  no  expense  incurred  in  the  exhi- 
bition. The  attendant  who  sat  in  the  hall  to 
guard  the  property  did  work  which  she  would 
have  been  doing  in  some  other  part  of  the 
building  if  she  had  not  been  sitting  there. 

This  exhibition  was  kept  open  a  month  and 

a  half. 

The  first  of  September  I  opened  a  second 
exhibition  in  the  same  hall,  of  United  States 
Army  and  Navy  uniforms,  and  pictures  repre- 
senting scenes  in  the  war  with  Mexico  and 
the  civil  war. 

I  am  convinced  that  a  very  important  influ- 
ence in  the  direction  of  popular  education  can 
be  exerted  by  exhibitions  of  this  kind. 

I  will  remark,  also,  incidentally,  that  our 
new  building,  while  planned  to  do  such  work 


as  we  have  learned  by  experience  may  well 
be  undertaken  by  us,  has  also  been  so  ar- 
ranged that  courses  of  study,  such  as  those 
contemplated  by  the  promoters  of  university 
extension,  may  be  conveniently  pursued  in  it. 
Much  has  been  done  in  the  last  fifteen  years 
to  add  to  the  usefulness  of  libraries.  Much 
remains  to  be  done. 

The  question  as  to  how  far  it  is  safe  to  pro- 
ceed in  allowing  users  of  libraries  to  go  freely 
to  the  shelves,  among  the  books  of  libraries, 
is  one  of  great  importance,  and  being  a  burn- 
ing question  to-day,  will  be  discussed  at  this 
meeting. 

No  step  has  been  taken  towards  co-opera- 
tive cataloguing,  and  for  stopping  the  great 
waste  which  attaches  to  the  present  plan  of 
doing  work  in  every  one  of  a  thousand  libra- 
ries which  is  needed  in  all,  and  it  would  seem 
might  be  done  in  some  way  at  one  centre  or 
by  one  institution  for  all  the  thousand  li- 
braries. 

That  problem  was  vigorously  attacked  by 
Professor  Jewett  at  the  convention  in  1853 ; 
it  was  earnestly  discussed  by  members  of  the 
conference  of  which  this  association  is  the 
offspring,  in  1876;  it  is  yet  unsolved. 

So,  too,  is  the  problem  of  dispensing  with 
type-setting  for  catalogues  every  few  years, 
when  large  numbers  of  new  books  have  been 
added  to  libraries,  and  convenience  demands 
that  no  more  supplements  shall  be  issued,  but 
all  the  entries  be  gathered  together  again  in  a 
single  alphabet. 

An  index  to  periodicals  has  been  issued. 
It  is  kept  up  to  date.  An  index  to  essays  is 
in  the  state  of  forward  preparation. 

Mr.  Cheney  has  just  done  an  admirable 
piece  of  work  in  behalf  of  popular  education 
in  preparing  and  publishing  a  very  much 
needed  list  of  books  in  the  San  Francisco 
Free  Public  Library,  namely,  "  Classified  Eng- 
lish Prose,  Fiction,  etc.,  with  notes  and  index 
to  subject-references."  The  list  will  be  found 
very  useful  in  the  libraries  of  the  country. 

We  have  all  these  much  needed  facilities 
but  where  is  the  index  of  transactions  and 
memoirs  of  learned  societies  which  the  con- 
vention of  1853  thought  it  so  desirable  should 
be  prepared  ? 
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The  convention  of  1853  was  the  first  large 
meeting  of  librarians  in  this  country.  Profes- 
sor Jewett  said  that,  so  far  as  he  knew,  it  was 
the  first  meeting  in  the  world  of  librarians  and 
bibliographers  who  had  come  together  to  see 
how  they  could  make  public  collections  of  books 
more  useful  to  communities  and  individuals. 

The  gentlemen  who  met  in  1853  meant  to 
have  held  annual  meetings.  They  did  not 
meet  a  second  time. 

In  1876  practical  library  workers  came  to- 
gether in  the  spirit  of  the  men  of  '53. 


They  have  met  almost  every  year  since. 

Yesterday  we  began  the  first  large  meeting 
of  librarians  and  persons  interested  in  libra- 
ries on  the  Pacific  Coast. 

The  movement  which  is  now  started  should 
lead  to  frequent  meetings  on  this  coast. 

It  will  do  so,  I  am  confident,  and  ^  the  re- 
sult of  your  deliberations  the  libraries  of  the 
land  will  be  enabled  to  render  themselves 
increasingly  serviceable  to  scholars  and  the 
general  public. 


BINDING  AND  BINDERIES. 


BY  D.  V.  R.  JOHNSTON,  REFERENCE  LIBRARIAN  N.  Y.  STATE  LIBRARY,  ALBANY. 


T  T  is  hardly  supposable  that  with  the  present 
knowledge  of  library  economy  many  li- 
brarians can  be  ignorant  in  matters  pertaining 
to  book  binding.  The  special  report  on 
"  Public  Libraries  in  the  United  States  "  is- 
sued by  the  Bureau  of  Education  in  1876,  the 
proceedings  of  the  A.  L.  A.  and  L.  A.  U.  K., 
and  the  volumes  of  the  Library  journal,  all 
contain  much  valuable  matter  relating  to  the 
subject,  and  any  one  so  wishing  can  get  about 
all  needed  information  from  these  sources. 
The  aim,  therefore,  of  this  paper  is  simply  to 
bring  together  information  already  contributed 
in  one  way  or  another,  and  to  add  a  few  facts 
discovered  by  observation  and  experience. 

While  of  course  it  is  necessary  to  be  in- 
formed of  all  the  processes  through  which  a 
book  must  pass  in  being  bound,  such  informa- 
tion must  be  gathered  from  practical  mechan- 
ics or  text  books  prepared  for  them,  rather 
than  from  this  association.  For  those  who 
can  not  come  in  contact  with  skilled  workmen 
it  may  be  well  to  mention  here  that  there  are 
two  good  books  now  in  the  market,  namely, 
W.  J.  E.  Crane,  Book-binding  for  Amateurs, 
London,  1885,  2s.  6d.,  and  Joseph  W.  Zaehns- 
dorf.  Art  of  Book-binding,  second  edition, 
London,  1890,  5s.  These,  on  account  of  their 
clear  and  concise  character,  are  now  used  with 
satisfaction  as  text  books  in  the  Library 
School,  and  can  be  recommended. 


What  a  librarian  must  constantly  study  is 
the  economic  side  of  binding,  so  that  he  will 
not  fall  into  extravagance,  which  is  bad,  or  be 
led  into  habits  of  false  economy,  which  are  far 
worse.  Strong,  solid  work  and  good  mate- 
rials are  worth  paying  for,  and  25  per  cent 
added  to  the  first  cost  of  a  book  may  often  be 
regarded  as  insurance  against  rebinding,  which 
means  not  only  replacing  the  material  worn 
out,  but  also  duplicating  the  labor  already  ex- 
pended. Then,  too,  each  rebinding  seriously 
deteriorates  volumes  subjected  to  the  pro- 
cess; besides  which,  while  the  sacrifice  of  our 
books  to  cheap  binders  leads  to  the  added 
expense  entailed  by  inferior  work,  it  is  well 
known  that  handsome  binding  promotes  a 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  public  to  protect  the 
library  from  injury  or  loss.  The  waste  in  li- 
brary work  generally  comes  from  not  using 
the  material  suited  for  the  conditions  to  which 
the  volume  is  to  be  subjected.  The  labor  ex- 
pended on  a  book  properly  bound  in  one-half 
morocco,  calf  or  sheep  is  nearly  the  same,  and 
on  a  cloth  book  it  is  not  much  less,  and  this 
is  all  lost  if  the  material  used  is  unsuitable. 
Under  certain  conditions  a  cheap  cloth  bind- 
ing will  outlast  the  best  leather,  and  if  a  libra- 
rian does  not  know  these  conditions  he  can 
not  profit  by  them. 

Then,  too,  the  market  is  full  of  frauds,  and 
if  one  is  not  informed  as  to  the  character, 
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value  and  strength  of  materials,  he  will  be 
the  prey  of  dishonest  binders  and  publishers. 
Of  coarse  frauds  are  practiced  which  will  de- 
ceive an  expert,  and  against  these  all  knowl- 
edge is  vain. 

The  most  important  material  is  that  which 
is  used  to  cover  the  back  and  to  form  the 
hinge  at  the  side,  which  has  the  hardest 
usage,  costs  the  most,  and  represents  the 
greatest  expense  in  labor.  The  preservation 
of  this  is  the  preservation  of  the  binding. 
It  is  consequently  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  know  not  only  what  is  the  best  kind  of 
material  for  different  uses,  but  also  what 
grades  of  material  give  the  greatest  service 
for  the  cost. 

It  is  held  by  all  having  a  knowledge  of  the 
subject  that  morocco  is  without  any  ques- 
tion the  best  material  in  which  to  bind  a 
book  which  is  to  have  considerable  use, 
but  which  is  to  be  preserved  and  not  worn 
out  in  circulation.  Morocco,  which  is  goat- 
skin, has  a  long,  tough  texture  by  nature 
and  is  tanned  without  aid  of  chemicals,  and 
so  will  stand  not  only  hard  and  constant 
usage  but  will  resist  far  better  than  any  other 
leather  the  corroding  influences  of  heat,  foul 
air,  and  gas.  But  moroccos  vary  greatly  in 
price  and  are  imitated  in  very  many  ways,  so 
one  must  always  watch,  not  only  to  get  the 
best  morocco  but  to  get  morocco  at  all. 

It  is  said  that  you  should  always  get  the 
best  and  only  the  best  morocco.  This  is  not 
strictly  true.  Get  the  best  for  the  purpose 
intended.  The  best  morocco  is  Levant, 
which  costs  from  $42  to  |6o  per  dozen,  or 
from  $3.50  to  $s  per  skin.  Levant  is  not  only 
the  handsomest  morocco  but  it  will  outlast  all 
others.  Still  the  use  of  it  in  a  library  is  an 
extravagance,  because  while  it  costs  from 
25  to  50  per  cent  more  than  the  so-called 
Haussmann  skin,  its  endurance  is  but  little 
better.  There  is  no  saving  in  labor  to  be 
effected  by  its  use,  since  binders  class  it  as 
fancy  work  and  charge  a  fancy  price  for  it. 
Of  course  where  a  library  does  its  own  bind- 
ing this  does  not  hold  good,  but  even  then  it 
is  very  doubtful  whether  the  use  of  Levant 
for  other  than  fancy  work  can  be  recom- 
mended. 


The  morocco  which  is  best  suited  for 
library  work  is  the  grade  known  in  the  market 
as  "genuine  morocco,"  which  costs,  according 
to  size,  thickness,  and  finish,  from  $18  to  $33 
per  dozen  or  from  $1.50  to  $2.75  per  skin. 
All  this  grade  of  leather  is  good  for  one  kind 
or  another  of  work,  but  in  the  majority  of 
cases  the  leather  which  costs  the  highest 
price  is  the  most  enduring,  and  the  cheapest. 
Morocco,  which  costs  from  $26  to  $33  per 
dozen,  if  it  is  of  a  proper  finish  and  thickness 
for  good  work,  will  cost  just  about  the  same 
per  square  foot,  namely,  from  38  cents  to  40 
cents,  the  difference  in  price  representing 
the  difference  in  size  only. 

Now  since  the  smaller  skins  are  always 
open  to  a  slight  suspicion  as  to  their  general 
quality,  and  will  sometimes  show  a  large 
wastage,  the  use  of  the  skin  costing  from  $30 
to  $33  per  dozen  is  always  recommended  in 
the  absence  of  some  special  reason  to  the 
contrary.  This  is  known  as  the  Haussmann 
skin,  and  measures  on  an  average  7  square 
feet  per  skin,  which  at  I2.75  per  piece  equals 
in  round  numbers  40  cents  per  square  foot, 
being,  as  near  as  can  be  estimated  in  the  long 
run,  from  13  cents  to  15  cents  for  a  half-bound 
8vo.  Please  bear  in  mind  that  all  binding  fig- 
ures are  approximations,  as  price  of  leather, 
size  of  skins,  size  of  books,  amount  of  wast- 
age, etc.,  are  inconstant  quantities. 

The  cheaper  grades  of  "genuine  morocco" 
costing  from  $18  to  $24  per  dozen  are  not 
only  thinner  but  smaller  skins,  and  can  be 
used  to  advantage  only  on  small  work  and  on 
books  having  but  moderate  use.  In  cost 
this  leather  is  about  the  same  as  the  best 
Persian  morocco,  but  for  ordinary  purposes 
it  is  to  be  preferred  to  it.  Persians  are 
quoted  at  from  $10  to  $24  per  dozen,  though 
that  which  is  commonly  used  costs  from  $15 
to  |20.  This  skin  is  about  the  size  of  the 
cheaper  "genuine  morocco,"  and  contains 
about  6  square  feet,  though  some  of  the 
higher  grades  are  as  large  as  the  Haussmann 
skins.  Averaging  as  well  as  can  be  the 
ordinary  sizes  and  prices  of  Persian  morocco, 
it  seems  to  cost  about  from  20  cents  to  25 
cents  per  square  foot,  or  approximately,  and 
8vo  will  cost  from  8  cents  to  10  cents. 
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There  seems*to  be  but  little  use  for  Per- 
sian, as  only  the  better  quality  can  be  trusted, 
and  this  overlaps  in  price  the  grades  of  *'  gen- 
uine morocco."  Librarians  in  this  country 
have  given  it  a  trial  and  report  it  unsatisfac- 
tory, though  at  the  present  time  in  England 
the  circulating  libraries  like  Mudie^s  and 
Smithes  use  a  great  deal  of  it.  Persian  is  a 
good-looking  leather,  and  wears  quite  well. 
It  is,  however,  more  apt  to  fade  than  **  genu- 
ine morocco,"  and  on  exposure  to  heat  it  be- 
comes hard  and  brittle.  The  lighter  shades 
of  it  are  apt  to  streak  and  scratch,  so  that  the 
darker  shades  only  are  commonly  in  the 
market. 

There  are  other  grades  of  morocco  which 
are  very  small  and  thin,  and  cost  from  |6  to 
$12  per  dozen,  but  they  have  no  place  in  li- 
brary work,  and  indeed  are  not  much  used 
for  binding  at  all. 

The  so-called  imitation  French  and  German 
moroccos,  which  cost  from  $15  to  $18  by  the 
dozen,  or  from  7  cents  to  9  cents  per  8vo,  are 
not  much  used  in  this  country  for  library 
binding,  though  we  are  apt  to  get  it  in  quan- 
tity through  our  foreign  agents.  While  it  is 
a  fact  that  this  leather  is  made  from  sheep- 
skin, yet  it  is  so  well  tanned  that  it  will  wear 
only  a  trifle  poorer  than  Persian,  and  Euro- 
pean binders  do  not  hesitate  to  advertise  and 
use  it  by  name. 

Another  imitation  of  morocco  made  from 
the  Persian  sheep  is  known  as  *'  bock."  It 
is  a  small  skin  and  costs  by  the  dozen  from 
$9  to  $11,  or  from  5  cents  to  7  cents  per  8vo 
back.  It  is  a  bad  leather,  giving  scarcely  bet- 
ter wear  than  good  roan,  and  is  a  dangerous 
imitation,  being  often  hard  to  distinguish 
from  morocco  when  fresh  on  a  book.  A  case 
is  known  where  a  binder  informed  a  customer 
that  bock  and  morocco  were  the  same  thing, 
and  persuaded  him  to  make  out  specifications 
for  "  bock  or  morocco."  Other  imitation  mo- 
roccos are  often  made  from  common  sheep- 
skin and  from  buffing,  but  they  are  not  hard 
to  detect. 

We  are  informed  (see  J.  B.  Nicholson, 
Manual  on  the  Art  of  Bookbinding,  Phila., 
1856,  p.  16)  that  **  there  are  in  the  British 
Museum  books  bound  in  calf  supposed  to 


have  been  bound  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII." 
Whether  this  is  true  or  not,  it  is  certain  that 
no  calf  binding  done  to-day  will  ever  reach 
such  antiquity.  Though  no  one  can  find 
fault  with  the  use  of  calf  in  private  collections, 
as  it  is  one  of  the  handsomest  of  bindings, 
yet  it  must  be  condemned  as  worthless  for 
library  purposes.  It  costs  from  $21  to  $29 
per  dozen  for  the  grades  commonly  used,  and 
the  cost  per  book  of  the  difiEerent  grades 
is  about  the  cost  of  the  different  moroccos. 
As  it  requires  careful  handling  in  the  bindery 
to  keep  it  from  soiling  and  needs  extra  finish- 
ing, the  cost  is  apt  to  be  rather  high  for  calf 
work.  Calf  has  many  fatal  objections.  It 
becomes  brittle  and  wears  out  at  the  joints ; 
it  reduces  itself  to  powder  under  the  action 
of  heat  and  gas,  so  that  volumes  will  often 
break  their  own  bindings  by  their  weight  on 
the  shelves,  and  on  account  of  the  even, 
close  grain  it  is  liable  to  be  soiled  and 
scratched  in  use.  Although  these  bad  quali- 
ties have  long  been  known,  some  librarians 
prefer  to  stand  the  trouble  and  expense  of 
using  it  rather  than  to  change  the  binding  on 
long  and  handsome  sets.  It  is  a  matter  of 
regret  to  all  having  to  do  with  law  books  that 
full  calf  bindings  are  so  largely  used  by  Brit- 
ish and  Colonial  law  publishers,  as  this  style 
of  binding  is  very  dear  and  yet  hardly  more 
useful  than  common  half  law  sheep. 

Sheep-skin,  too,  whether  in  the  form  of 
blank  sheep,  roan  or  skiver,  ought  to  be 
avoided  when  possible,  as  it  is  thoroughly  un- 
reliable. Roans  cost  from  |8  to  $11  per 
dozen,  and  vary  much  in  durability  and  ac- 
cording to  no  known  law,  except  that  the 
black  and  very  dark  leather  is  apt  to  be  the 
poorest. 

Skiver,  or  split  roan,  costs  from  1 5  to  $9 
per  dozen,  and  varies  in  strength  from  paper 
upwards,  some  being  more  lasting  than  some 
roans.  Skiver,  of  course,  can  only  be  used  on 
very  thin  books,  but  even  here  cloth  will 
answer  much  better  if  the  book  is  not  worth  a 
morocco  binding.  In  the  same  way  it  is  wise  to 
substitute  morocco  or  duck  for  roan  on  much- 
used  books,  or  cloth,  if  the  book  will  spend 
much  of  its  time  on  the  shelves,  as  roan  will 
stand  neither  the  effects  of  usage  or  of  time. 
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Law  sheep,  which  costs  from  $6  to  $12  per 
dozen,  and  law  skiver,  which  costs  the  same, 
though  used  in  this  country  more  than  any 
other  binding  leather,  as  they  are  the  standard 
bindings  for  law  books  and  public  documents, 
are  thoroughly  bad,  as  they  look  mean,  wear 
poorly,  and  are  dirty  to  handle.  However,  the 
use  of  sheep-skin  is  compelled  on  sets  of  law 
reports,  etc.,  as  the  legal  profession  demands 
it.  Its  use  in  a  library,  however,  should  be 
curtailed  as  much  as  possible,  even  for  law 
work. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  a  better  sheep-skin 
could  be  made  than  what  is  now  in  the  mar- 
ket. Specimens  of  sheep  and  skiver  bindings 
which  have  been  in  use  for  40  or  50  years  are 
not  uncommon,  and  the  New  York  State  li- 
brary copy  of  Grattan's  Virginia  Reports,  first 
issued  in  1850,  still  preserves  intact  its  orig- 
inal binding  of  sumac-tanned  sheep,  though 
worn  and  soiled  from  constant  use.  The  use 
of  this  white  sheep  was  suggested  at  last 
year's  conference,  but  inquiry  has  failed  to 
discover  any  quantity  of  it  in  the  hands  of 
dealers  in  binding  materials,  and  such  sam- 
ples as  were  procured  from  publishers  of 
medical  works,  who  still  use  it,  were  by  no 
means  satisfactory. 

Another  bad  leather  is  Russia,  but  as  it  is 
expensive,  costing  from  I3.50  to  I5.50  per 
skin,  according  to  size,  it  is  not  used  to  any 
extent.  It  is  stronger  than  calf,  but,  like  it, 
wears  out  at  the  joints  and  crumbles  under 
the  action  of  heat  and  gas.  The  theory  that 
its  peculiar  odor  preserves  it  from  worms, 
though  long  exploded,  is  repeated  to  this  day. 

Much  better  than  genuine  Russia  is  its  im- 
itation, American  Russia,  or  buffing,  as  it  is 
called,  when  split  quite  thin.  It  is  made  from 
cowhide  and  is  a  good,  strong  leather,  and  next 
to  morocco,  the  best  for  binding.  American 
Russia  costs  from  12  cents  to  18  cents  per 
square  foot  when  plain,  or  from  16  cents  to 
24  cents  when  grained  to  imitate  morocco, 
seal,  etc.  Buffing  costs  from  5  cents  to  10 
cents  per  square  foot.  The  durability  of  this 
kind  of  leather  depends  very  much  on  its 
thickness,  and  while  it  can  be  used  on  maps, 
newspapers,  etc.,  quite  well,  for  most  purposes 
duck  will  answer  better ;  and  while  it  is  much 


better  than  roan  calf  or  Russia  for  smaller 
books,  duck  or  morocco  or  cloth,  used  as 
mentioned  above,  will  be  much  more  satis- 
factory. However,  for  those  who  wish  a 
cheap  leather  binding,  American  Russia  is 
recommended  in  preference  to  all  others. 

All  pig-skin  which  is  now  in  the  market 
has  a  handsome  finish  and  a  grain  quite  as 
good  looking  as  morocco.  It  costs  from 
$7.25  to  $11.75  per  skin,  in  accordance  with 
size,  quality,  and  finish  of  the  leather,  each 
skin  measuring  from  two  to  four  times  the 
size  of  genuine  morocco;  so  it  is  by  no 
means  a  cheap  material.  It  is  a  rather  in- 
tractable leather  and  requires  careful  skiving 
to  make  it  look  well  on  a  book.  As  it  shows 
a  tendency  to  harden  and  became  brittle  if 
not  handled  often,  and  is  suspected  of  mildew- 
ing and  engendering  mildew  in  other  books, 
it  seems  unwise  to  bind  in  it  for  general  use, 
at  least  until  its  qualities  are  better  known. 
However,  it  seems  to  be  a  very  good  if  not 
the  best  material  for  table  books,  such  as 
dictionaries,  catalogues,  etc.,  as  it  will  stand 
rough  usage  without  scratching  or  becoming 
shabby.  It  may  also  be  used  on  encyclo- 
pedias and  books  of  constant  reference,  but 
for  other  purposes  its  use  must  be  regarded 
at  present  as  doubtful  and  inexpedient. 

Most  librarians  have  been  forced  to  aban- 
don the  use  of  buckram.  It  is  not  at  all  a 
cheap  cloth,  as  it  costs  from  40  cents  to  50 
cents  per  yard.  It  is  hard  to  work  on  a  book, 
since  it  takes  both  glue  and  gold  badly,  and 
on  exposure  becomes  brittle  and  is  liable  to 
soil  and  fade  like  any  book  cloth.  Linen 
buckram,  which  is  the  highest  priced  and  the 
best,  has  been  practically  unknown  to  the 
American  market  from  the  first,  though,  as  it 
is  hard  to  tell  it  from  the  cotton  cloth,  the 
fact  was  not  generally  known.  In  all  cases 
where  buckram  was  used  duck  will  be  found 
to  answer  the  purpose  better,  as  it  costs  only 
from  10  cents  to  20  cents  per  yard,  is  easily 
worked,  and  in  fact  possesses  all  the  require- 
ments for  a  strong,  cheap  binding  suitable 
for  circulating  libraries,  over-size  books  in 
little  use,  maps,  and  newspapers.  On  the 
other  hand,  duck  is  rough  to  handle,  is  not 
good  looking,  and  will  not  take  gold  lettering 
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well ;  and  as  it  is  not  wise  to  letter  on  labels, 
one  is  confined  to  limited  shades  of  color, 
since  they  must  be  light  enough  to  show  ink 
lettering  and  dark  enough  to  be  used  without 
soiling.  With  very  large  volumes,  as  the 
friction  of  duck  sides  is  great,  it  is  always  a 
good  plan  to  bind  in  half  duck  with  paper 
sides,  and  indeed  the  custom  of  using  half 
duck  on  8vo  and  smaller  books  is  growing  in 
favor. 

Books  having  infrequent  use  of  not  over- 
size will  last  just  as  well  in  cloth  as  in  any- 
thing else.  Book  cloth,  costing  from  12  cents 
to  20  cents  per  yard,  will  answer  as  well  as 
high-priced  morocco,  and  indeed  better,  since 
heat  and  gas  have  no  effect  on  a  cotton  fibre. 
Remember,  though,  that  cloth  work  is  case 
work  and  will  not  stand  usage. 

In  binding  in  leather  avoid  both  the  very 
light  shades,  which  are  the  most  expensive 
and  will  not  keep  clean,  and  the  very  dark, 
especially  the  black  and  very  dark  green, 
which  are  tender.  Binders  prefer  the  blacks, 
but  only  because  they  are  easy  to  match  and 
can  often  be  bought  lower  than  other  shades^ 
Skins  which  are  failures  in  lighter  shades 
are  often  dyed  black,  and  this  tends  to  rot 
the  fibre  of  the  leather.  The  best  colors  for 
wear  are  the  lighter  browns,  greens,  olives» 
cochineal  red,  blue,  and  maroon. 

The  effect  desired  to  be  produced  by  the 
binding  should  be  pleasing  to  the  eye  and 
sufficiently  diversified  not  to  rob  the  books  of 
their  individuality.  But  as  it  is  an  annoyance 
to  choose  a  color  for  each  book  and  to  have 
innumerable  styles  which  must  be  matched, 
different  schemes  of  color  have  been  devised 
and  used  by  different  librarians,  some  assign- 
ing colors  to  subjects,  some  to  the  language 
of  the  text,  etc.  None  of  these  schemes  are 
without  objections,  and,  indeed,  their  advisa- 
bility depends  entirely  on  circumstances. 

The  binding  of  pamphlets  depends  of 
course  on  the  resources  of  the  library,  the 
largest  libraries  binding  the  most  important 
singly  and  the  others  in  groups,  while  the 
small  ones  bind  but  few,  and  those  in  col- 
lections. It  is  important  in  making  these  col- 
lections to  have  them  closely  classified,  and  if 
the  sizes  are  unequal,  to  arrange  them  flush  at 


the  top  so  that  dust  can  not  find  its  way  into 
the  volume. 

Reports  of  societies,  institutions,  etc.,  are 
most  useful  if  bound  by  regular  periods,  such 
as  decades  or  semi-decades. 

Some  of  the  larger  libraries  now  bind  the 
covers  of  their  periodicals,  pamphlets  and 
books  issued  in  parts,  some  placing  them 
at  the  end  of  the  volume  and  others  binding 
them  as  published.  In  this  way  much  valu- 
able historical  as  well  as  bibliographical 
matter  is  often  preserved.  The  custom,  too, 
is  coming  into  favor  with  the  larger  libraries 
of  binding  half  titles,  advertising  leaves,  etc., 
with  the  covers.  This  custom  is  not  endorsed 
for  any  but  the  very  large  reference  libraries, 
as  it  materially  adds  to  the  expense,  but  for 
them  it  is  strongly  recommended.  The  public 
have  the  right  to  expect  that  a  library  main- 
tained in  part  for  collecting  and  preserving 
the  records  of  human  thought  and  action 
will  not  neglect  to  preserve  in  original  form 
the  issue  of  the  contemporary  press.  Any 
one  who  has  done  reference  work  for  a 
cultivated  community  will  hardly  have  to  be 
informed  how  greedily  odd  scraps  of  informa- 
tion, found  only  in  the  advertisements  of  old 
publications,  are  sometimes  sought  for,  and  a 
proper  regard  for  the  future  would  seem  to 
indicate  the  preservation  of  all  the  printed 
matter  possible. 

In  the  mechanical  processes  of  binding 
there  are  some  points  to  be  carefully  noted. 
Sewing,  when  properly  done,  will  often  out- 
last the  leather.  But  to  get  this  result  not 
only  should  the  best  thread  be  used,  but  every 
fold  of  more  than  four  leaves  should  be  sewn 
"all  along"  whenever  possible.  If,  however, 
this  will  compel  the  use  of  very  small  thread 
in  order  to  get  the  correct  swell  to  the  back, 
it  is  better  to  sew  alternately  with  a  stronger 
thread.  Hayes'  thread,  costing  from  90  cents 
to  $1.10  per  pound,  will  be  found  the  best  for 
library  work. 

Every  volume  above  a  i6mo  should  be 
sewn  on  at  least  three  bands,  and  as  the  vol- 
ume is*  larger  and  thicker,  the  number  should 
be  increased  in  proportion.  The  thread 
should  in  all  cases  completely  encircle  each 
band,  and  the  first  and  last  signatures  should 
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expends  from  $2,500  to  $3,000  it  will  still  be 
on  the  doubtful  list.  But  on  any  larger 
amount  it  should  save  money.  The  success 
of  the  enterprise  depends  entirely  upon  a 
proper  subdivision  and  supervision  of  labor, 
and  no  bindery  can  hope  to  make  a  profit  if  it 
has  not  work  for  at  least  three  hands.  The 
experiment  has  been  thoroughly  tried  and 
enough  data  have  been  collected  to  make  it 
certain  that  none  but  the  larger  and  rapidly 
growing  libraries  can  expect  to  run  a  bindery 
at  a  profit,  and  that  even  these  can  hope  but  for 
only  small  financial  gain.  There  is  one  excep- 
tion to  this  rule  which  should  be  noted  here. 

Some  of  the  rapidly  circulating  libraries  in 
the  large  cities  where  books  are  bound  for 
constant  use,  and  with  the  expectation  that 
many  of  them  will  wear  out  in  service,  have 
found  that  they  can  save  money  by  doing 
their  own  work.  They  employ  one  all-'round 
binder  at  about  $1,000  a  year  and  perhaps 
$200  worth  of  assistance,  and  turn  out  work 
which  costs  from  20  cents  to  30  cents  per  vol- 
ume. This  style  of  binding  is  usually  in  duck, 
with  little  or  no  lettering.  That  it  is  suitable 
for  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  put,  the  charac- 
ter of  the  libraries  which  use  it  leaves  little 
doubt,  but  it  has  no  place  in  a  library  which 
binds  for  preservation.  But  even  in  doing 
this  kind  of  work,  where  the  annual  cost  of 
running  will  not  exceed  $1,200  to  $1,500  a  year, 
it  is  easy  to  see  what  a  large  number  of  vol- 
umes at  from  20  cents  to  30  cents  must  be 
bound  to  cover  expenses. 

But  for  first-class  library  work  the  case  is 
far  di£Eerent.  Suppose  you  have  your  plant, 
which  will  cost  from  $650  to  $800,  all  paid 
for,  and  are  willing  to  leave  out  from  your  cal- 
culation the  interest  on  both  plant  and  stock, 
the  cost  of  light,  heat,  book-keeping,  insur- 
ance, etc.,  and  you  set  out  to  do  work  which 
is  worth  $2,500  a  year.    To  do  this  work  you 


will  require  three  hands,  a  finisher  at  $20  a 
week,  a  forwarder  at  $12,  and  a  sewer  at  $6, 
so  that  in  round  numbers  the  labor  will  cost 
$1*975  ^  year.  But  the  stock  used  in  doing 
this  work,  if  the  conditions  are  the  same  as  at 
present  exist  in  the  New  York  State  library, 
will  cost  from  $575  to  $625,  so  that  your  total 
cost  will  be  from  $2,550  to  $2,600.  If,  how- 
ever, you  do  $3,000  worth  of  work,  you  may 
require  another  hand,  an  apprentice  at  $4  a 
week,  which  will  make  your  labor  cost  in 
round  numbers  $2,185,  ^^^  ^^^  stock  will  cost 
from  $690  to  $750,  so  that  the  total  cost  will 
be  from  $2,875  ^o  $2,935. 

These  approximations,  though  deduced 
from  the  practical  experience  of  the  New 
York  State  library  bindery,  are  meant  to  rep- 
resent in  all  cases  the  highest  cost  and  the 
most  disadvantageous  circumstances.  How- 
ever, as  we  are  actually  doing  work  at  the  rate 
of  from  $3,100  to  $3,200  per  year,  and  that  too 
largely  of  the  very  best  quality,  the  quality  on 
which  binders  make  their  greatest  profit,  and 
are  not  showing  any  great  direct  financial 
gain,  your  reporter  is  inclined  to  doubt  the 
wisdom  of  any  attempt  at  library  binding  in 
any  library  which  has  not  other  objects  in 
view  than  the  mere  saving  of  money  on  the 
current  contract  rates,  unless  that  library  is 

very  large. 

The  indirect  advantages,  however,  are  nu- 
merous and  valuable,  namely,  safety,  conven- 
ience, saving  in  time,  the  certainty  of  having 
work  done  as  wanted,  and  the  ability  of  hav- 
ing outside  work  done  at  figures  much  lower 
than  binders  would  give  if  they  did  not  have 
to  compete  with  you  for  your  own  work. 
These  advantages  are  not  to  be  disregarded 
or  underestimated,  but  if  we  are  to  consider 
the  direct  money  gain  alone,  we  must  con- 
clude that  it  can  not  be  looked  for  in  a  library 
bindery. 


SOULE. 


17 


POINTS   OF  AGREEMENT  AMONG  LIBRARIANS  AS  TO  LIBRARY 

ARCHITECTURE. 

BY   CHARLES  C.  SOULE,  TRUSTEE  OF  THE  BROOKLINE  (MASS.)  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


T  T  has  been  stated  that  architects  can  get 
little  help  from  librarians  in  planning  libra- 
ries, because  librarians  do  not  agree  as  to 
what  they  want.  This  misapprehension  prob- 
ably arises  from  the  fact  that  library  litera- 
ture, while  it  abounds  in  discussions  of 
mooted  points  of  construction,  contains  ap- 
parently no  recent  statement  of  elementary 
principles.  To  elucidate  these  principles 
some  preliminary  knowledge  of  the  subject 
is  required,  and  architects,  asking  advice 
without  experience  of  their  own,  draw  out 
and  emphasize  the  striking  differences  of 
opinion,  rather  than  the  substantial  agree- 
ments among  librarians. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  state  cer- 
tain principles  of  construction,  as  to  which 
those  prominent  American  librarians  who 
have  had  occasion  to  consider  problems  of 
building,  appear  to  be  unanimously  agreed. 

To  librarians,  most  of  these  propositions 
will  appear  like  truisms;  but  the  necessity 
for  formulating  them  appears  in  the  fact  that 
very  few  library  buildings  erected  in  this 
country  during  the  last  ten  years  conform  to 
all,  and  some  of  them  conform  to  none,  of 
these  axiomatic  requirements. 

Librarians  are  generally  agreed  as  to  the 
following  fundamental  principles  of  library 
architecture. 

A  library  building  should  be  planned 
for  library  work. 

The  work  of  a  library  is  (or  should  be)  as 
definitely  marked  out  as  that  of  a  school,  or  a 
hospital,  or  a  factory ;  and  the  building  to 
contain  it  should  be  planned  with  as  much 
care,  and  as  intelligent  a  regard  to  its  proper 
functions. 

Every  library  building  should  be 
planned  especially  for    the    kind    of 


work  to  be  done,  and  the  community 
to  be  served. 

Libraries  differ  widely  in  scope.  The  col- 
lege library,  the  State  library,  the  reference 
library,  the  circulating  library,  the  profes- 
sional library,  the  town  library  —  while  they 
have  much  in  common  —  have  different  re- 
quirements as  to  rooms  and  arrangements; 
and  libraries  of  the  same  class  may  differ  as 
to  probabilities  of  growth,  conditions  of  equip- 
ment, and  opportunities  for  usefulness. 

The  interior  arrangement  ought  to 
be  planned  before  the  exterior  is  con- 
sidered. 

Within  such  necessary  limitations  as  the 
size  and  shape  of  the  lot  and  the  amount  of 
money  available,  the  first  consideration  of 
librarian,  building  committee,  and  architect 
should  be,  not  what  exterior  style,  but  what 
interior  plan,  is  best  for  the  library. 

No  convenience  of  arrangement 
should  ever  be  sacrificed  for  mere 
architectural  effect. 

While  the  architect  may  suggest  changes 
of  plan  which  will  improve  the  appearance  of 
the  building  without  sacrificing  any  point  of 
usefulness,  no  essential  conveniences  for 
library  work  ought  to  be  surrendered.  It  is 
far  better  that  a  library  should  be  plain,  or 
even  ugly,  than  that  it  should  be  inconven- 
ient. A  steam-engine,  superb  in  finish  but 
faulty  in  construction,  is  properly  condemned. 
A  library  is  a  literary  engine  requiring  equally 
perfect  construction  to  do  economical  and 
efficient  work. 

The  plan  should  be  adapted  to  prob- 
abilities and  possibilities  of  growth 
and  development. 
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In  constructing  a  library  building,  it  may  be 
wise  to  build  only  for  the  needs  of  the  present 
generation ;  but  room  and  opportunity  should 
always  be  allowed  for  future  development 
The  community  may  grow,  the  library  may 
increase  beyond  expectation,  its  methods  may 
change,  its  sphere  may  enlarge,  or  the  progress 
of  library  science  may  develop  improvements 
in  administration,  requiring  changes  and  en- 
largement. 

Simplicity  of  decoration  is  essential 
in  the  working-rooms  and  reading- 
rooms. 

If  money  can  be  spared,  the  exterior  of  a 
library  building,  its  approaches,  entrances, 
and  corridors,  may  be  embellished  to  any 
extent ;  but  the  rooms  intended  for  use,  while 
they  ought  to  be  attractive  in  form  and  color, 
should  be  free  from  that  showy  decoration 
which  attracts  sight-seers  to  disturb  the  quiet 
and  distract  the  attention  of  workers  and 
readers. 

A  library  should  be  planned  with 
a  view  to  economical  administration. 

No  library  can  be  so  liberally  endowed  as 
to  be  beyond  the  need  of  economy,  in  time  as 
well  as  in  money.  A  well-planned  library  can 
be  administered  more  smoothly  and  less  ex- 
pensively than  one  badly  planned.  In  order 
to  save  money,  expedite  work,  and  insure 
prompt  service  to  the  public,  the  rooms  of  a 
library  should  be  so  arranged  as  to  require  as 
few  attendants,  as  few  steps,  and  as  little  labor 
as  possible.  The  librarian's  room  should  be 
near  the  centre  of  the  system,  within  easy 
reach  of  the  public  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
working-rooms  on  the  other. 

The  rooms  for  public  use  should  be 
so  arranged  as  to  allow  complete 
supervision  with  the  fewest  possible 
attendants. 

The  danger  of  mutilation  or  theft. of  books 
orperiodiods  is  lessened,  if  every  part  of  a 
reading-room  is  in  plain  view  of  the  delivery 
clerk  or  of  some  other  attendant 


There  should  be  as  much  natural 
light  as  possible  in  all  parts  of  the 
building. 

No  artificial  light  can  be  as  healthy  for  at- 
tendants and  for  books,  so  agreeable  to  the 
eyes,  or  so  economical,  as  daylight. 

Windows  should  extend  up  to  the 
ceiling,  to  light  thoroughly  the  upper 
part  of  every  room. 

With  high  windows,  and  walls  and  ceiling 
of  a  light  color,  the  upper  part  of  a  room 
holds  and  diffuses  daylight  With  low  win- 
dows it  may  be  a  cavern  of  gloom. 

Windows  in  a  book-room  should  be 
placed  opposite  the  intervals  between 
book-cases. 

In  planning  a  book-room  or  stack  the  book- 
cases ought  to  be  located  and  the  windows 
ought  to  be  so  arranged  as  to  cast  light,  and 
not  shadow,  down  all  the  aisles. 

The  arrangement  of  books  in  tiers 
of  alcoves  and  galleries  around  a  ^ 
large  hall  (exemplified  in  the  Public 
Libraries  of  Boston,  Cincinnati,  and 
Detroit)  is  considered  entirely  obso- 
lete. The  old  style  of  shelving  around 
the  walls,  in  alcoves,  and  in  g^Ieries, 
has  been  generally  superseded  by  the 
use  of  "floor-cases," — that  is,  double 
book-cases  arranged  in  parallel  lines 
across  the  floor  of  a  room, —  or 
"stacks,"  which  are  tiers  of  floor- 
cases,  one  close  above  the  other. 

Shelves  around  the  walls,  and  in 
alcoves,  are  still  used  in  small  libra- 
ries not  likely  to  grow  much  ;  and  in 
libraries  where  access  to  the  books  is 
unrestricted  and  space  can  be  spared. 

A  form  of  shelving  which  is  grow- 
ing in  favor,  is  an  arrangement  of 
floor-cases  in  large  rooms,  with  space 


SOULE. 


19 


between  the  tops  of  the  book-cases 
and  the  ceiling,  for  ventilation  and  the 
diffusion  of  light. 

[This  form  of  shelving  is  sometimes  called 
a  '*one^tory  stack/*  but  the  term  does  not 
appear  to  be  as  appropriate  as  "  floor-cases.**] 

There  is  considerable  difference  of  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  '*  stack  **  method  of  shelving 
books.  All  librarians  recognize  the  objec- 
tions to  the  **  stack,**  but  most  of  them  believe 
that  economy  of  cost,  room,  and  work  re- 
quires its  use  to  some  extent  in  large  libra- 
ries. Prominent  librarians  urge,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  the  inconveniences  of  the  system 
are  very  great,  and  that,  as  a  rule,  its  use 
should  be  avoided. 

The  plan  for  reference  libraries  so 
strongly  advocated  by  Dr.  Poole  (clas- 
sifying the  books  in  departments  and 
arranging  them  for  storage  and  study 
in  separate  rooms,  under  one  roof)  has 
so  far  influenced  library  construction 
that  modem  library  plans  provide  ac- 
commodations for  readers  near  the 
books  they  want  to  use,  whatever  sys- 
tem of  shelving  is  adopted. 

In  a  circulating  library  the  books 
most  in  use  should  be  shelved  in  floor- 
cases  close  to  the  delivery  desk. 

In  the  floor-cases  of  a  reference 
library  the  upper  shelves  should  be 
narrower  than  those  below,  with  a 
ledge  about  three  feet  from  the  floor. 

This  form  of  shelving  leaves  more  elbow- 
room  in  passing,  admits  more  light,  and  pro- 


vides a  temporary  resting-place  for  books  in 
use  or  in  transit 

Three  feet  between  floor-cases  is 
ample  for  all  purposes  of  adminis- 
tration. 

No  shelf,  in  any  form  of  book-case, 
should  be  higher  than  a  person  of 
moderate  height  can  reach  without  a 
step-ladder. 

Shelving  for  folios  and  quartos 
should  be  provided  in  every  book- 
room. 

Straight  flights  are  preferable  to 
circular  stairs. 

Communication  by  speaking  tubes 
and  bells  should  be  arranged  between 
the  working-rooms  of  a  library. 

So  far,  prominent  librarians  who  have 
given  special  study  to  library  construction 
appear  to  agree  unanimously.  Other  points 
of  general  agreement  —  such  for  instance  as 
objection  to  lofty  halls  for  use  as  reading- 
rooms  or  delivery-rooms  —  have  been  omitted 
where  any  one  could  be  found  who  doubted 
their  universal  application.  On  many  such 
points  librarians  are  approaching  unanimity 
through  frank  discussion  and  practical 
experiment 

If  this  paper  serves  a  useful  purpose,  the 
writer  may  offer  at  some  future  conference  a 
discussion  of  ^  Tendencies  in  Library  Archi- 
tecture,** coverinfi:  more  fully  and  systemati- 
cally the  whole  subject  from  the  librarian's 
point  of  view. 
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HOW  THE  RE-CLASSIFICATION  AND  RE-NUMBERING   OF  60,000  VOL- 
UMES   WAS    DONE    IN    THE    DETROIT    PUBLIC    LIBRARY 
WITHOUT  CLOSING  THE  LIBRARY  OR  STOPPING  THE 

CIRCULATION    OF    BOOKS. 

BY   H  :   M.   UTLEY,  LIBRARIAN. 


TN  1886  the  Detroit  public  library,  which 
then  numbered  about  80,000  volumes,  was 
arranged  upon  the  fixed  location  system. 
The  library  has  four  galleries,  which,  with 
the  main  floor,  give  five  tiers  of  book  cases, 
divided  into  twenty  alcoves  in  each  tier.  The 
alcoves  are  numbered  from  one  to  one  hun- 
dred, beginning  at  the  southwest  corner  of 
the  main  floor,  and  counting  from  left  to  right, 
making  five  circuits  of  the  building  and  end- 
ing at  the  top.  Each  alcove  is  divided  into 
nine  divisions,  and  each  division,  when  the 
sizes  of  books  permit,  has  nine  shelves.  The 
books  were  numbered  for  alcove,  division, 
shelf,  and  number  of  book  on  shelf.  They 
had  no  accession  number  or  other  identifica- 
tion mark.  If  a  library  were  absolutely  fin- 
ished this  system  of  numbering  would  be  the 
ideal  one.  It  fixes  a  definite  place  of  resi- 
dence, a  home  for  every  book;  and  books  are 
not  naturally  migratory  in  their  character. 
The  system  of  numbering  had  been  employed 
in  this  library  many  years,  and  frequently  the 
books  had  been  re-adjusted  and  re-numbered 
to  meet  the  difliculties  occasioned  by  rapid 
accessions.  Only  five  years  before  the  date 
mentioned,  the  library  had  been  closed  three 
and  a  half  months,  to  the  very  great  annoy- 
ance of  the  public,  to  permit  such  re-adjust- 
ment, and  the  then  librarian  estimated  that 
this  would  not  need  to  be  done  again  for  a 
period  of  at  least  ten  years.  But  before  five 
years  had  passed  it  was  found  that  some 
classes  had  grown  much  more  rapidly  than 
had  been  anticipated,  and  though  plenty  of 
space  for  growth  had  been  left,  on  the  whole, 
it  had  not  always  been  left  with  prophetic 
precision.  The  result  was  that  confusion  was 
becoming  worse  confounded  every  day. 

Then  the   library  board   gave    orders    for 
printing  a  catalog,  and  it  became  evident  that 


if  the  fixed  book  numbers  were  embalmed  in 
a  printed  catalog  the  future  diffculties  of  ad- 
justing the  library  into  any  sort  of  order  would 
be  greatly  enhanced.  I  determined  to  discard 
the  old  inflexible  system  and  make  a  radical 
change  to  one  better  adapted  to  the  needs  of 
a  rapidly  growing  library.  The  commissioners 
assented  to  the  change  and  the  consequent 
delay  in  issuing  a  catalog,  but  only  on  the 
condition  that  the  library  should  not  be  closed 
nor  its  use  practically  interrupted.  Librarians 
consulted  agreed  that  there  were  better  sys- 
tems than  ours,  but  none  thought  that  the 
conditions  of  a  change  imposed  by  the  board 
could  be  fully  observed.  The  best  advice 
was  to  number  the  accessions  by  a  new  sys- 
tem and  then  gradually  take  up  the  old  books 
and  fit  them  into  new  places.  But  this  plan 
would  be  interminably  slow  and  would  post- 
pone indefinitely  the  printing  of  a  catalog, 
already  in  a  forward  state  of  preparation  and 
for  which  the  public  was  clamoring.  So  there 
seemed  to  be  no  other  course  but  to  boldly 
assault  the  main  collection. 

There  was  already  in  the  library  a  some- 
what crude  classification,  apparently  based  on 
the  leading  principle  of  the  decimal  system  — 
that  is,  the  books  were  grouped  under  nine 
general  heads  with  a  few  subdivisions.  But 
under  the  cast-iron  arrangement  of  book  num- 
bers several  of  the  classes  were  necessarily 
broken  and  scattered. 

Upon  consideration  I  adopted  the  decimal 
classification  system  entire  with  the  Cutter 
system  of  author  notation,  the  two  combined 
to  form  the  book  number,  and  never  went  to 
the  trouble  of  assigning  accession  numbers. 
In  January,  1887,  two  library  assistants  were 
set  to  work.  They  had  had  only  limited  study 
of  the  systems  and  practically  no  experience 
in  their  application.    Their  plan  of  action  was 
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first  to  make  the  entire  round  of  the  building 
for  the  critical  inspection  of  every  book  to 
determine  its  subject  or  class,  and  they  be* 
gan  by  selecting  such  sections  as  threatened 
the  fewest  difficulties  to  their  inexperience. 
Having  decided  upon  a  class  figure,  it  was 
entered  upon  the  upper  left-hand  margin  of 
the  title  page  with  pencil,  subject  to  erasure 
if  a  change  was  finally  thought  desirable. 
This  done,  the  book  was  put  back  in  its  old 
place  on  the  shelf  to  be  used  by  the  public 
freely,  as  before.  Such  books  as  were  out 
from  any  section  undergoing  classification 
were,  upon  their  return  to  the  library,  placed 
in  the  hands  of  these  assistants  for  classi- 
fication before  being  put  on  the  shelves. 
New  books  added  to  the  library  were  treated 
in  like  manner  before  going  upon  the  shelves 
In  due  course  of  time  the  circuit  of  the  li- 
brary had  been  completed  and  every  book  had 
received  its  class  number.  The  public  had 
not  suffered  the  slightest  inconvenience  on 
account  of  the  work,  in  fact,  could  not  have 
suspected  that  anything  unusual  was  going 
on  in  the  library.  The  books  were  freely 
drawn  for  home  reading  and  no  restriction 
whatever  was  placed  on  their  use  on  account 
of  the  operation  described.  This  was  the 
most  difficult  portion  of  the  work  and  con- 
sumed the  largest  proportion  of  the  time. 

The  next  step  was  to  assort  and  bring  to- 
gether all  the  books  bearing  the  same  class 
figure,  and  to  assign  to  each  book  its  proper 
author  designation  and  its  consequent  place 
on  the  shelf.  This  step  compelled  the  stop- 
page of  the  circulation,  but  only  of  one  class 
at  a  time  and  that  for  a  very  limited  period. 
Ninety-nine  per  cent  of  the  library  was  still 
as  freely  used  as  ever.  This  plan  when  put 
to  the  test  caused  no  dissatisfaction  on  the 
part  of  the  public  and  proved  to  be  entirely 
convenient.  When  one  subdivision  was  com- 
pleted it  was  released  for  use  and  another  was 
taken  up.  And  so  in  due  time  the  second 
round  of  the  library  was  made  and  the  work 
was  done. 

As  before  stated,  the  work  was  begun 
about  Jan.  i,  1887;  it  was  finished  in  May, 
1888,  a  period  of  one  year  and  five  months. 
All  the  books  in  the  library  were  thus  classi- 


fied and  renumbered,  except  fiction,  books  in 
the  German  language,  and  government  docu- 
ments. The  work  was  done  by  two  persons, 
with  the  help  of  a  third  for  two  or  three 
months,  and  it  involved  the  handling  of 
60,000  books.  The  cost  in  money  was 
$1,595,  salaries  of  assistants  engaged  on  the 
work,  to  which  should  be  added  I347  paid  for 
labor,  shifting  books,  pasting  labels,  etc., 
making  a  total  outlay  of  11,942,  an  average  of 
a  trifle  over  three  cents  per  volume. 

The  expense  involved  in  such  an  under* 
taking  would  depend,  of  course,  in  every  in- 
stance upon  the  rate  of  salaries.  In  the  case 
stated  no  outside  expert  was  employed,  and 
our  own  assistants,  being  inexperienced,  nec- 
essarily worked  slowly  at  the  outset  and  in 
some  few  instances  found  it  advisable  to 
revise  their  work  of  classification.  So  it  is 
an  open  question  whether  it  would  not  have 
been  economy  to  employ  a  thoroughly  skilled 
expert  to  take  charge  of  the  work.  Some- 
thing might  undoubtedly  be  gained  in  the 
matter  of  time,  if  that  were  important,  and 
probably  an  expert  could  better  deal  with 
some  close  questions  in  classification. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  say  that  the  change 
was  not  made  a  moment  too  soon  and  that  I  am 
satisfied  with  the  system  adopted.  The  move 
was  an  economical  one  for  the  library,  be- 
cause the  books  are  now  numbered  for  all 
time,  and  that  work  will  not  have  to  be  re- 
peated every  ten  years,  as  was  contemplated 
by  my  predecessor.  The  new  system  has 
now  been  in  full  use  something  over  three 
years  and  has  been  found  to  be  all  that  )yas 
expected.  It  was  easily  learned  by  the 
library  assistants,  who  have  never  had  any 
trouble  in  keeping  the  books  in  their  proper 
order.  It  is  economical  of  room.  Very 
much  less  space  is  left  for  growth  than  for- 
merly, and  if  the  space  left  does  not  prove  to 
be  exactly  where  needed,  none  is  wasted,  for 
the  books  may  be  pushed  either  forward  or 
backward.  It  permits  new  books  to  be  put  on 
the  shelves  exactly  where  they  should  be,  so 
that  all  the  books  in  the  library  on  a  given 
topic  are  compactly  grouped  together  and 
always  in  strict  alphabetical  order  of  authors. 
The   book   numbers   are   not   cumbersome. 
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They  are  usually  composed  of  six  or  seven 
characters,  and  in  very  few  cases,  such  as 
local  or  town  history,  run  up  as  high  as  nine 
or  ten.  In  arranging  the  books  in  the  library 
their  numerical  order  was  not  strictly  fol- 
lowed, but  classes  most  used  were  placed  in 
the  most  convenient  locations.  In  two  or 
three  instances  it  has  been  found  desirable  to 


transfer  groups  or  subdivisions  from  one 
place  to  another  to  make  room  for  some  over 
crowded  group.  This  caused  no  confusion 
for  it  was  only  necessary  to  notify  the  library 
assistants  of  the  change. 

In  all  respects  the  system  seems  to  be 
simple,  flexible,  elastic,  practical. 


LIBRARIES  AND    SCHOOLS. 


BY    S:    SWETT    GREEN,  LIBRARIAN   OF  WORCESTER  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


A  FEW  years  ago  no  aid  was  afforded  sys- 
'^^  tematically  by  public  libraries  to  schools. 
Now,  on  the  contrary,  in  a  very  large  number 
of  towns  and  cities  libraries  are  closely  con- 
nected with  schools. 

To  judge  from  statements  in  the  annual 
reports  of  such  libraries  as  come  to  me  I 
should  say  that  almost  aU  public  libraries  in 
the  United  States  are  trying  in  one  way  or 
another  to  be  of  assistance  to  schools. 

Gen.  Eaton,  late  United  States  Commis- 
sioner of  Education,  stated  a  few  years  ago 
that  no  library  had  aided  schools  so  systemat- 
ically, in  so  many  different  ways  and  so  suc- 
cessfully, as  the  Free  Public  Library  in  Wor- 
cester, Massachusetts. 

It  is  because  I  am  the  librarian  of  that 
library,  I  presume,  that  I  have  been  re- 
quested to  prepare  the  paper  which  I  am 
now  reading  to  you. 

Teachers  and  librarians  are  co^ducators. 

Librarians  should  cultivate  friendly  rela- 
tions with  teachers  and  let  them  understand 
that  they  are  ready  to  afford  them  any  avail- 
able facilities  for  using  books  and  getting  at 
information,  and  to  join  them  in  endeavors 
to  make  the  books  of  the  library  serviceable 
to  their  scholars. 

First,  however,  start  with  the  knowledge 
and  approval  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  or  such  other  person  or  body  as 
may  have  the  authority  to  decide  what  work 
is  to  be  done  in  schools. 

In  making  arrangements  to  assist  teachers 
and  their  pupils  consult  freely  with  the  super- 
intendent and  teachers,  and  make  up  your 
minds  in  regard  to  what  it  is  practicable  to 


undertake  with  the  books  at  your  command 
and  without  interfering  unwarrantably  with 
the  school  curriculum. 

Before  going  further  let  me  state  distinctly 
that  if  the  work  contemplated  is  to  be  done 
librarians  must  be  allowed  time  in  which  to 
confer  with  teachers  and  help  them  and  their 
scholars,  or  be  supplied  with  accomplished 
assistants  to  attend  to  this  branch  of  library 
service. 

I  wish  also  to  add  that  many  duplicates  are 
needed  in  doing  school  work.  Such  as  are 
called  for,  however,  accumulate  gradually  if  a 
few  books  are  bought  every  year  with  espe- 
cial reference  to  that  kind  of  work. 

A  close  connection  between  libraries  and 
schools  is  practicable  everywhere ;  in  large 
cities,  sniaU  cities,  large  towns,  smaU  towns, 
and  villages. 

Generally  speaking,  libraries  do  not  provide 
many  books  with  especial  reference  to  the 
wants  of  young  children ;  still  teachers  in  the 
lower  grades  of  schools  will  find  in  all  libra- 
ries books  that  are  useful  to  themselves,  and 
in  almost  all  libraries  others  which  they  can 
use  without  change  for  the  benefit  of  pupils. 

For  example,  a  book  which  contains  pic- 
tures and  descriptions  of  animals  may  be  used 
in  training  the  eye  and  cultivating  the  power 
of  observation  in  children. 

Passages  in  books  taken  from  libraries  are 
read  to  classes  to  illustrate  lessons  in  geog- 
raphy. 

In  one  instance  that  I  know  of  lines  from 
Longfellow's  poem  of  Evangeline  were  read 
aloud,  and  when  an  interest  had  been  awak- 
ened in  the  scenes  and  incidents  described  in 
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it,  numbers  of  children  were  carried  to  a 
library  to  see  certain  elaborate  illustrations 
of  the  poem  which  were  published  several 
years  ago. 

When  teachers  have  talks  with  pupils  about 
countries  and  read  extracts  from  books  to 
them,  the  boys  and  girls  wish  to  borrow  the 
books  to  take  home  to  read. 

They  are  given  to  them,  and  others  are  fur* 
nished  describing  travels  and  adventures  or 
containing  fairy  tales  or  good  stories. 

The  habit  of  reading  and  a  taste  for  good 
reading  are  thus  formed  together,  and  if  chil- 
dren have  begun  the  use  of  poor  books,  that 
use  is  supplanted. 

It  is  probable  that  many  of  the  boys  and 
girls  thus  served  would  not  go  to  libraries 
themselves ;  nor,  should  they  go,  would  they 
make  a  judicious  selection  of  books. 

Then,  too,  it  is  well  to  begin  early  to  culti- 
vate in  school  a  taste  for  good  reading  on  the 
ground  that  large  numbers  of  boys  and  girls, 
and  particularly  such  as  are  children  of  uned- 
ucated men,  whose  judgment  regarding  the 
character  of  books  is  defective,  leave  school 
before  reaching  the  higher  grades  even  of  the 
grammar  schools. 

Many  books  from  libraries  are  used  as 
reading  books.  Teachers  have  reported  to 
me  that  great  improvement  in  reading 
aloud  had  been  remarked  as  a  consequence 
of  using  books  that  particularly  interested 
children. 

Advance  has  been  noted,  too,  as  a  result  of 
the  use  of  library  books,  in  general  in 
telligence,  and  in  readiness  in  answering 
questions.  A  large  use  may  be  made  of 
pictures  and  of  books  that  are  generously  illus- 
trated in  rendering  assistance  to  younger 
children. 

In  schools  of  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  grades 
and  in  high  schools  a  very  large  use  is 
made  of  library  books  in  the  school  room. 

Some  of  these  are  used  in  the  exercise  of 
reading  at  sight  or  after  a  minute's  examina- 
tion of  the  passage  to  be  read. 

More  are  used  as  aids  in  studying  geogra- 
phy. Some  of  the  books  used  for  that  pur- 
pose are  read  by  teachers  in  preparing  them- 
selves for  recitations.    Teachers  also  select 


passages  from  works  for  pupils  to  read  aloud, 
n  a  class  exercise,  or  silently  in  their  seats. 

Books  are  given  to  scholars  to  read,  after 
they  have  learned  their  lessons.  Many  vol- 
umes are  taken  to  homes  to  be  kept  over 
night,  over  Sunday,  for  a  few  days,  or  for  a 
week  or  more. 

In  some  school  rooms  100  volumes  are  to  be 
found  at  one  time  in  readiness  for  immediate 
use. 

In  some  schools  scholars  are  allowed 
to  examine  the  collections  of  books  from 
libraries  and  to  select  such  as  interest  them 
to  read,  or  have  their  attention  called  to  vol- 
umes which  illustrate  lessons. 

Sometimes  a  thousand  volumes  from  a 
library  on  an  average  will  be  found  in  use 
every  day  of  the  school  year  for  school  pur- 
poses. I  remember  making  an  estimate  of 
the  average  number  of  volumes  in  the  Free 
Public  Library  in  use  in  the  schools  of  Wor- 
cester, daily,  during  two  of  the  busiest 
months  of  the  winter  term  and  finding  it  to  be 
1,666. 

That  number  was  additional,  of  course,  to 
that  of  books  taken  out  on  cards  held  by  indi- 
vidual boys  and  girls  and  to  such  as  were 
used  within  the  library  building. 

The  librarian  of  an  important  library  stated 
a  few  years  ago  that  he  found  that  626  out  of 
1,024  books  taken  out  in  a  given  time  on 
teachers*  and  pupils*  cards  were  stories.  No 
such  abuse  of  privileges  is  necessary,  how- 
ever. Nor  should  it  be  tolerated.  Those 
cards  should  be  used  almost  exclusively  for 
procuring  from  libraries  books  needed  for 
educational  purposes. 

In  Worcester  the  rule  is  that  teachers 
shall  take  out  on  teachers*  cards  only  one 
story  at  a  time  for  entertainment  merely. 
That  rule  is  strictly  enforced,  and  all  the 
books  taken  from  the  library  in  that  city,  by 
teachers,  with  the  exception  mentioned,  are  for 
purposes  of  study  or  serious  reading,  or  for 
use  in  putting  wholesome  literature  into  the 
hands  of  children. 

Many  of  the  books  provided  for  children, 
however,  are  of  course  stories.  The  stories 
furnished,  however,  are  only  such  as  possess 
real  merit 
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By  availing  themselves  of  privifeges  af- 
forded by  libraries  which  are  working  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  purposes  of  teachers,  instruc- 
tors are  doing  a  great  service  to  the  pupils 
in  supplanting  the  use  of  worthless  books  and 
papers,  by  stimulating  an  interest  in  good 
books  which  they  introduce  them  to. 

The  advantages  obtainable  from  the  use  of 
books  by  teachers  and  scholars  are  greatly  in- 
creased when  a  collection  of  such  books  as 
are  most  needed  is  made  constantly  availa- 
ble. For  that  reason  some  libraries  have  al- 
lowed schools  to  keep  a  considerable  number 
of  their  books  in  school  rooms  for  a  term  or 
even  for  a  longer  period  of  time. 

I  know  of  one  principal  of  a  grammar  school 
who  with  his  assistants  has  been  so  success- 
ful in  awakening  an  interest  in  subjects  of  in- 
quiry in  connection  with  daily  school  work, 
that  by  putting  books  into  the  hands  of  his  pu- 
pils to  answer  such  inquiries,  he  has,  without 
the  use  of  force,  controlled  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  home  reading  of  the  children  attending 
school  in  the  building  under  his  charge. 

It  should  be  added,  moreover,  that  a  great 
many  of  the  books  given  to  children  to  take 
home  are  read  by  their  parents  and  older 
brothers  and  sisters. 

That  fact  is  not  surprising,  for  librarians 
know  that  books  which  are  attractive  to  school 
children  are  very  commonly  found  entertaining 
to  men  and  women. 

Another  kind  of  service  which  libraries  in 
Worcester  and  other  places  have  rendered  to 
schools  consists  in  furnishing  them  with  25  or 
50  copies  of  some  work  adapted  to  the  mental 
capacity  of  young  persons  on  the  American 
Revolution  or  our  Civil  war,  so  as  to  enable 
a  class  to  study  some  period  of  American  his- 
tory with  minuteness  in  a  graphic  and  inter- 
esting narrative. 

Numerous  copies  of  choice  specimens  of 
English  and  American  literature  have  also 
been  supplied  to  schools,  to  aid  in  the  careful 
study  of  certain  authors  and  for  the  purpose 
of  cultivating  the  habit  of  reading  with  atten- 
tion and  comprehension  of  the  meaning,  and 
with  appreciation  of  skill  in  presentation  of 
a  subject,  and  of  the  beauties  of  style  and 
composition  displayed  in  literary  productions. 


So  much  good  has  come  from  work  of  this 
kind  done  by  the  aid  of  libraries,  that  in  some 
cases  school  committees  have  taken  hold  of 
the  matter  and  bought  books  needed  in  doing 
it  from  school  funds. 

In  doing  this  kind  of  work  a  different  book 
may  be  given  to  every  pupil,  he  being  re- 
quired to  read  the  book  so  carefully  that  he 
can  give  a  good  account  of  its  contents  in 
writing  or  orally. 

Some  teachers  see  that  pupils  are  provided 
with  blank  books  in  which  to  write  down  lists 
of  interesting  good  books  which  have  been 
previously  written  on  a  blackboard,  and  ques- 
tions which  they  are  to  find  answers  for  by 
going  to  libraries. 

If  a  teacher  wishes  to  make  his  scholars 
feel  how  much  our  ancestors  suffered  in  first 
peopling  this  country  and  preparing  it  to  be- 
come a  pleasant  habitation  for  their  descend- 
ants, he  goes  to  a  library  and  is  there  aided 
to  select  a  book  which  contains  a  vivid  de- 
scription of  pioneer  life,  and  gives  it  to  the 
members  of  a  class,  in  turn,  to  read. 

To  aid  in  the  study  of  American  literature 
in  the  high  school  in  Worcester  it  has  been 
our  custom  to  furnish  two  or  three  copies  of 
the  best  works  of  such  authors  as  Irving, 
Holmes  and  Hawthorne  to  the  principal,  to  be 
used  by  pupils  in  becoming  familiar  with  whole 
works  of  an  author.  Some  of  the  books  fur- 
nished are  used  by  every  member  of  the  class. 

In  teaching  natural  history  interesting 
books  on  various  subjects  are  sought  by  in- 
structors and  furnished  by  libraries. 

Twenty-five  books  at  a  time  are  sometimes 
sent  to  a  high  school  to  illustrate  an  epoch  in 
history  when  an  effort  is  made  to  study  some 
period  topically. 

Simple  and  pure  French  and  German  stories 
are  furnished  to  teachers  to  give  to  scholars 
to  read  at  home,  for  the  purpose  of  making  it 
easy  for  them  to  read  books  in  the  French 
and  German  languages. 

In  giving  out  subjects  for  compositions, 
such  as  are  closely  connected  with  studies 
are  selected,  and  scholars  in  getting  the  infor- 
mation needed  before  writing  use  library 
books  either  in  the  school  room  or  at  the 
library  building. 
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In  some  schools  an  hour  is  set  apart  every 
week  for  the  teacher  to  use  as  he  pleases  for 
the  benefit  of  scholars. 

That  hour  is  used  by  some  teachers  in  find- 
ing out  what  pupils  are  reading  and  how  they 
read. 

Teachers  learn  in  this  way  much  about  the 
occupations  and  minds  of  the  boys  and  girls 
under  their  charge,  and  are  thereby  enabled 
to  give  a  useful  turn  to  their  thoughts  and 
employments. 

The  number  of  books  that  teachers  are  al- 
lowed to  take  away  from  libraries  for  their 
own  use  and  that  of  children  varies  in  differ- 
ent places,  according,  mainly,  to  the  size  of 
libraries  and  their  interest  in  school  work. 

In  Worcester  we  allow  teachers  to  take 
home  or  to  the  school  room  six  books  for  their 
own  use  and  twelve  for  the  use  of  pupils.  If 
they  need  more  books  and  ask  for  them  they 
generally  get  them. 

Teachers  are  everywhere  held  responsible, 
I  presume,  for  the  use  of  reasonable'  care  in 
keeping  books  from  being  lost  or  injured. 

Books  sent  to  school  rooms  are  sometimes 
picked  out  by  librarians,  sometimes  selected 
by  teachers.  In  some  places  baskets  are  pro- 
vided by  the  school  authorities  which  scholars 
use  in  carrying  books  to  and  from  school- 
houses.  Horse  cars  are  freely  used  in  such 
places.  In  Newton,  Mass.,  which  is  a  collec- 
tion of  villages  separated  by  considerable  dis- 
tances, books  are  distributed  from  the  central 
library  to  schools  through  local  expresses. 

Lists  of  books  for  young  persons  are  issued 
by  some  libraries.  Superintendents  of  schools 
sometimes  print  lists  of  good  books  for  use  in 
schools  at  the  end  of  their  reports. 

I  have  space  now  only  to  call  attention  to 
the  excellent  collection  of  books  for  children 
contained  in  Sargent^s  "  Books  for  the 
Young,"  issued  by  the  publication  section  of 
this  association. 

In  doing  the  kind  of  work  which  I  have  been 
describing,  there  is  danger  of  interfering  with 
the  normal  mental  development  of  children 
by  putting  ourselves  in  a  position  of  opposi- 
tion to  the  gratification  of  natural  and  harm- 
less tastes,  which  we  may  not  happen  to  sym- 
pathize withy  and  so  in  weakening  the  desire 


to  read  at  all.  That  danger,  however,  can  be 
guarded  against. 

Many  persons  are  surprised  when  they  find 
out  what  a  good  class  of  books  children  will 
read,  when  their  attention  is  called  to  them 
and  judgment  is  used  in  exciting  an  interest 
in  them. 

So  much  for  the  work  done  in  the  school 
room. 

A  word  now  in  regard  to  that  done  in  the 
library  building. 

The  librarian  helps  teachers  to  get  at  such 
books  as  they  need  to  give  them  information, 
or  aid  them  in  making  investigations. 

When  questions  are  asked  in  schools  which 
cannot  be  answered  with  sources  of  informa- 
tion at  hand,  a  scholar  is  sent  for  a  book  at 
once  if  the  school  house  is  near  the  library,  or 
the  teacher  or  scholar  goes  to  the  library 
after  the  close  of  school  and  gets  the  facts 
sought  for,  for  use  the  following  day. 

The  librarian  helps  in  carrying  out  the 
wishes  of  teachers  regarding  their  pupils. 

If  they  are  set  to  make  little  inquiries  he 
puts  into  their  hands  books  on  the  subject 
adapted  to  their  ages,  and  shows  them  how  to 
get  information  out  of  them  by  the  use  of  in- 
dexes, tables  of  contents,  page  headings,  etc. 
He  introduces  them  to  encyclopaedias  and 
atlases,  and  to  gazetters  and  dictionaries  of 
biography  and  those  treating  of  other 
branches  of  knowledge. 

The  librarian  sets  aside  books  which  a 
teacher  wishes  scholars  to  see,  so  that  they 
may  be  always  at  hand  for  use. 

He  helps  children  to  pick  out  good  books 
to  read.  He  gives  them  collections  of  pieces 
to  speak  and  helps  them  to  get  at  material  to 
use  in  debates. 

In  some  libraries  systematic  instruction  is 
given  by  librarians. 

Classes  go  in  squads  to  libraries  and  are 
given  books  illustrative  of  some  period  in  his- 
tory, some  country  or  other  subject  that  they 
are  studying  about,  and  taught  how  to  use  the 
books. 

Some  librarians  go  into  schools  and  talk  to 
the  children  about  books  and  their  value  in 
connection  with  school  work. 

Teachers  carry  classes  to  libraries  to  look 
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at  large  illustrated  works,  throwing  light  on 
their  studies.  They  are  g^ven  a  room  where 
they  can  be  by  themselves  and  talk  freely. 

These  and  other  kinds  of  work  done  by 
libraries  and  schools  together  have  been  fully 
described  in  articles  in  the  Library  journal. 
Several  of  the  best  of  these  I  collected  into  a 
little  volume,  **  Libraries  and  Schools,"  pub- 
lished by  the  late  Frederick  Leypoldt  of  New 
York.    I  fear  that  it  is  now  out  of  print. 

In  some  libraries,  for  example  in  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.,  great  attention  is  given  within  the 
libnuT}*  building  to  little  children. 

Assistants  can  readily  be  trained  to  render 
aid  to  inquirers. 

Decided  improvement  in  the  character  of 
the  reading  of  young  persons  has  been 
remarked  in  places  where  there  has  been  an 
intimate  connection  between  libraries  and 
schools. 

In  doing  the  different  kinds  of  work  de- 


scribed in  this  paper,  the  exact  form  which 
they  are  to  take  should  be  decided  upon  after 
consultation  between  individual  teachers  and 
librarians,  and,  of  course,  with  the  approval  of 
persons  in  power. 

The  work  done  in  different  places  will  vary 
according  to  diversity  in  the  character  of 
libraries,  schools,  teachers  and  librarians. 

Teachers  soon  learn  the  value  of  being  ac- 
corded a  free  use  of  books  for  themselves  and 
scholars.  Little  libraries  are  often  bought  for 
schoob,  in  consequence  of  the  recognition  of 
the  advantages  that  follow  ready  access  to 
books  for  reference,  study  and  collateral  read- 
ing. In  these  cases  public  libraries  supple- 
ment the  school  library. 

No  extraordinary  qualities  are  required  by 
librarians  who  undertake  to  do  work  in  con- 
nection with  schools.  Those  really  needed  are 
interest  in  the  work,  knowledge  of  books,  a 
good  education,  good  manners,  and  good  sense. 


ECONOMICAL,    EDUCATIONAL,   SELECT    CATALOGUES  FOR    PUBLIC 

LIBRARIES. 


BY    WILLIS    K.   STETSON,  LIBRARIAN    NEW    HAVEN   FREE   PUBUC   LIBRARY. 


'T^HE  Boston  Public  Library  class  list  of 
History,  Biography  and  Travel,  and  the 
Quincy,  Mass.,  catalogue,  both  issued  nearly 
twenty  years  ago,  were  so  successful,  appar- 
ently, in  accomplishing  a  most  important 
object,  that  it  has  seemed  strange  to  the 
writer  that  they  have  not  had  more  imitators. 
Of  course  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that 
many  libraries  could  equal  these  in  respect  to 
the  elaborate  notes,  but  something  more  could 
be  done  than  has  been  done.  Everything 
which  can  be  added  to  a  catalogue,  to  help 
the  reader  ignorant  of  books,  repays  for  the 
effort  and  expense,  within  certain  limits. 
There  is  no  library  which  cannot  g^ve  some 
information,  and  most  libraries  can  add  con- 
siderable information  to  the  titles  of  the 
books.  A  mere  sign,  distinguishing  juveniles, 
will  prevent  much  disappointment,  and  help 
in  selecting  books.  Misleading  titles  can  be 
explained  in  a  few  words.  Books  of  especial 
importance  might  be  indicated   by   special 


signs  or  styles  of  type.  As  to  notes,  such  as 
those  in  the  catalogues  above  cited,  there  is, 
of  course,  more  difficulty ;  yet  it  seems  to  me 
perfectly  feasible  to  insert  many  helpful  notes 
in  most  library  catalogues. 

Perhaps  the  chief  obstacle  is  the  cost  of 
printing.  Twenty-seven  per  cent  of  the  Bos- 
ton class  list  was  in  note  type,  roughly  indi- 
cating the  increased  cost  in  consequence  of 
notes.  How  shall  the  cost  be  met?  Is  not 
the  answer  —  make  the  catalogues  select,  and 
not  complete.  If  notes  would  be  more  useful 
than  the  titles  of  some  books,  omit  such  titles 
and  print  the  notes.  We  suppose  the  library 
to  have  a  complete  card  catalogue.  The  card 
catalogue  is  not  sufficient  for  the  public,  in 
case  of  the  most  popular  books,  and  hence 
these  titles  should  be  printed ;  but  the  least 
popular  or  least  important  may  be  omitted. 
A  complete  printed  catalogue  of  a  growing 
library  is  impossible  in  reality,  and  special 
means  might  well  be  taken  to  impress  the 
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^t  on  the  public,  and  certainly  should  be  in 
case  of  a  select  catalogue.  If  we  can  sacri- 
fice the  only  completeness  which  is  possible, 
and  make  the  catalogue  select,  thcfti  there  is 
possibility,  or  greater  possibility,  of  printing 
an  annotated  catalogue. 

Still  keeping  in  mind  that  the  printed  cata- 
logue is  to  be  especially  planned  for  the  aver- 
age reader,  the  select  catalogue  might  contain 
anaiyiicals^  just  as  the  Cleveland  Public 
Library  catalogue  does  —  to  cite  a  notable 
example.  Selection  is,  of  course,  eminently 
necessary  here.  The  principle  is  to  give  the 
most  help  to  the  reader,  and  analytical  refer- 
ences on  popular  topics  are  more  useful  than 
entries  of  books  of  little  interest  and  value. 

Select  catalogues  might  be  kept  within  such 
limits  of  size  and  price  that  the  public  could 


purchase  them.  Whatever  may  be  the  utility 
of  ownership  and  home  use  of  catalogues,  the 
price  of  catalogues  must  be  low  if  the  public 
are  to  buy  them.  Few  libraries  can  afford  to 
print  complete  catalogues  at  all,  except  brief- 
est-title lists,  still  less  to  make  the  price  pop- 
ular. Perhaps  the  select,  educational  cata- 
logue might  be  the  best  thing  viewed  from 
this  standpoint. 

The  whole  question  of  printed  catalogues 
for  public  libraries  has  not,  it  seems  to  me, 
been  adequately  treated  in  print,  and  the  pur- 
pose of  this  mere  note  is  to  excite  discussion. 
I  doubt  not  that  many  share  with  me  the 
desire  that  the  views  and  experiences  of  the 
librarians  at  San  Francisco  may  be  expressed 
for  the  benefit  of  others. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS. 


BY    MISS    CAROLINE    M.  HEWINS,    LIBRARIAN    HARTFORD    LIBRARY. 


T  AST  year's  report  on  gifts  and  bequests 
to  libraries  in  the  United  States,  which, 
it  may  be  remembered,  was  in  an  express 
office  at  Burlington,  Vt.,  all  through  the  con- 
ference at  Fabyan*s,  contained  returns  from 
libraries  to  the  amount  of  more  than  $22,000,- 
000.  Answers  were  received  from  only  one- 
fourth  of  the  libraries  from  which  information 
had  been  requested.  On  this  account  the 
Bureau  of  Education  was  asked  last  January 
to  undertake  the  work  of  collecting  and  tabu- 
lating statistics,  and  has  had  the  matter  under 
consideration  and  last  year's  report  in  its 
possession  for  six  months,  without  any  appar- 
ent result* 

This  year,  gifts  or  bequests,  present  or 
future,  to  fifty  libraries,  have  been  reported. 
Their  value,  as  nearly  as  it  can  be  estimated, 
is  $1400,000,  of  which  more  than  $1,000,000  is 
in  money,  the  rest  being  in  land,  buildings, 
books,  manuscripts,  collections  of  pictures 
and  coins,  etc.  Only  sixteen  States  are 
represented.  ' 

The  most  important  work  of  the  year,  in 

*  Th«  Bureau  b  now  (Dec  7)  preparing  a  series  of  questions. 


bringing  the  subjects  of  gifts  and  bequests 
before  the  public,  is  the  report  of  the  Free 
Public  Library  Commission  of  Massachu- 
setts, with  photogravures  of  sixty-eight  free 
library  buildings.  Of  these  forty-eight  are 
gifts,  four  bequests,  one  both  gift  and  bequest, 
six  partly  gifts,  and  nine  built  by  appropria- 
tions from  towns  or  cities.  They  are,  how- 
ever, only  a  small  part  of  the  buildings  which 
house  the  books  in  the  free  libraries  of  246 
of  the  351  towns  and  cities  of  the  State.  Mr. 
Tillinghast,  the  State  Librarian,  said  not  long 
ago  that  sixty  memorial  library  buildings  had 
been  erected,  and  $5,500,000  given  outright 
by  individuals  for  them. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  American  Li- 
brary Association  take  measures,  through  the 
State  associations  or  every  State  represented 
in  the  conference,  to  establish  Library  Com- 
missions for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  and 
publishing  library  statistics  as  a  first  step 
towards  planting  libraries  where  they  have 
never  been  before,  and  to  secure  as  many 
illustrations  as  possible  of  libraries  which 
have  been  erected  by  gift  or  bequest,  making 
most  prominent  those  given  during  the 
donor's  lifetime. 
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Manuscripts,  etc 


Land. 


Building. 


Conditions  or  Remarks. 


For  public  use. 
'  For  public  library. 


Buildins. 


Books  about  $10,000  more. 

Memurial  to  his  father.    Includes  house  for  librarian. 

In  addition  to  a  fund  of  $5,000. 

Also  a  valuable  medical  library. 
On  history  of  Congregationalism. 
Connecticut  sermonsi  etc. 


For  a  seminary  lib.  in  Amer.  hist. 

{For  building  and  books,  given  on  account  of  a 
memorandum  among  Mr.  Cossitt*s  papers. 
For  library  on  death  of  his  wife  and  sister. 
Subject  to  life  interest  of  widow. 


SfOOO 


Napoleana. 
Books. 

Architectural  lib. 
Law  and  misc.  lib. 


Papers  of  Jefferson  Davis. 


1,000  Autographs. 
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Mss.  and  Coins,  val.  $50,000. 


Art  Collections. 
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Lib.  Bld'g. 
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Income  to  be  spent  for  books. 

Income  to  be  used  as  long  as  library  lasts. 

Income  to  be  spent  for  books. 

{For  reference  books,  in  addition  to  $1,000   pre- 
viously given. 
Unconditional. 

(For  Public  Library  and  other  such  institutions  as 
Common  Council  shall  determine. 

On  condition  that  city  erect  building. 


For  altering  building  given  last  year. 
Last  instalment  of  a  bequest  of  $54,000. 
To  found  a  free  public  library. 


$i5,c}oo  for  care  and  increase  of  collection;  $15,000 
for  immediate  use. 


Subject  to  life  interest  of  a  cousin. 
For  erection  of  school  library. 

On  condition  of  Sunday  opening. 

F'or  building  fund. 

(  Income  ufhalf  for  Italian  books  and  half  for  books 

)  on  design. 

{For  management  of  library,  in  addition  to  $200,000 
for  building. 


Besides  $15,000  in  1889. 
Building. 
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adelphia  Library,  started  by  Benj.  Franklin  in 
1732,  and  incorporated  in  1742.  From  the 
first,  these  libraries  were  recognized  as  pub- 
lic benefits,  and  their  establishment  was  en- 
couraged by  exemption  from  taxation.  At 
least  sixteen  States  now  have  general  laws 
under  which  such  libraries  may  be  estab- 
lished, and  twenty-three  States  exempt  them 
from  taxation,  thus  drawing  a  clear  line  be- 
tween library  associations  and  clubs,  in  which 
the  benefit  is  supposed  to  accrue  only  to 
members,  the  library,  even  in  the  hands  of  a 
society,  being  regarded  as  a  public  good. 

The  second  stage  in  the  development  of 
library  legislation  appears  in  the  laws  passed 
in  twenty-one  States,  beginning  with  New 
York  in  1835,  for  the  establishment  of  district 
school  libraries.  New  York  has  expended 
over  $50,000  annually  in  this  direction  for 
fifty-five  years,  but  there,  as  elsewhere,  the 
system  has  proved  on  the  whole  a  failure, 
although  it  was  at  one  time  regarded  as  a  long 
step  towards  universal  popular  culture.  It 
was  indeed  such  a  step,  in  the  sense  that  it 
prepared  the  way  throughout  the  country  for 
what  was  to  follow,  educating  public  senti- 
ment, and  creating  a  desire  for  better  things. 

In  the  third  stage  of  laws  for  the  further- 
ance of  the  library  interest  we  come  to  the 
beginning  of  the  public  library  strictly  speak- 
ing, i.  e.,  the  library  "  of  the  people,  by  the 
people  and  for  the  people. " 

In  1849  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire 
passed  the  first  act  of  which  we  have  any 
record,  empowering  towns  and  cities  to  estab- 
lish and  maintain  public  libraries  by  taxation. 
Massachusetts  followed  in  1851,  and  other 
States  later.  The  history  of  this  movement 
was  concisely  given  by  Dr.  Poole  in  his  ad- 
dress before  this  association  in  1887;  and  an 
article  by  our  associate,  Mr.  C.  Alex.  Nelson, 
in  the  Annual  Cyclopaedia  for  1887,  gives  a 
resumdoi  the  then  existing  laws  of  this  char- 
acter. In  looking  for  the  best  of  these  laws 
we  observe  that  the  differences  are  chiefly  in 
two  points :  the  amount  of  tax  levy  allowed, 
and  the  provisions  made  for  appointment  of 
trustees  or  directors.  As  to  the  amount,  it  is 
somewhat  singular  that  while  New  Hamp- 
shire at  the  very  first  left  the  power  of  taxation 


for  this  purpose  in  the  hands  of  the  towns 
without  limit,  and  has  never  found  reason  to 
amend  that  provision,  nearly  all  the  States 
have  limited  the  amount,  as  has  Great  Brit- 
ain. Massachusetts  began  with  a  limit, 
which  was  soon  abolished.  The  limit  in  a 
few  representative  States  is  as  follows :  —  New 
Jersey,  one-third  mill ;  Indiana,  three-fourths 
mill;  Connecticut,  2  mills;  Illinois,  towns  2 
mills;  cities  of  less  than  10,000  population, 
I  mill;  cities  of  over  10,000,  one-fifth  mill; 
New  York,  %\  per  poll  for  establishment,  50 
cents  per  poll  for  maintenance ;  Vermont,  the 
same  amounts  doubled.  It  seems  to  be  diffi- 
cult to  say  whether  it  is  best  to  have  this 
limit  fixed  by  State  law  or  not.  Those  States 
which  fix  no  limit  are  quite  satisfied  with  the 
result.  In  other  States  the  circumstances 
may  be  so  different  as  to  make  it  expedient 
to  impose  a  limit  on  possibly  hasty  and  ill- 
considered  local  generosity  towards  the  libra- 
ries, leading  to  the  neglect  of  other  proper 
expenditures. 

The  policy  of  providing  for  the  support  of 
libraries  out  of  fines  taken  in  the  courts,  and 
licenses  of  various  kinds,  is  hardly  a  wise  one. 
It  tends  to  degrade  the  library  in  the  eyes  of 
the  public  to  have  its  prosperity  dependent 
on  the  wickedness  of  the  people,  and  also 
renders  the  support  of  the  libraries  too  pre- 
carious for  regular  and  satisfactory  work.  A 
direct  tax  levy  is  more  dignified  and  puts  the 
library  where  it  belongs,  on  a  par  with  other 
educational  institutions  of  the  State. 

The  provisions  for  the  care  of  public  libra- 
ries vary  greatly  in  different  States.  As  an 
extreme  example  of  unwise  simplicity  in  these 
provisions,  I  cite  Colorado,  where  the  mayor 
of  a  city  having  a  public  library  is  required 
to  appoint  annually  a  library  committee  of 
three  to  serve  one  year.  Libraries  cannot 
flourish  under  such  a  regime.  No  stability  of 
management  or  policy  is  possible,  as  no  offi- 
cer could  be  sure  of  his  place  except  for  the 
current  year,  and  where  there  are  shifting 
local  politics  the  library  will  inevitably  be- 
come a  party  f  ootbkll. 

In  most  of  the  States  larger  boards  are 
required,  and  their  election  is  provided  for 
under  such  restrictions  as  to  secure  compar- 
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ative  permanence  in  office,  and  to  remove  the 
election  out  of  politics.  The  best  legislation 
in  this  respect  is  that  which  provides  wisely 
for  a  non-partisan  board  of  from  seven  to 
twelve  directors,  only  a  portion  to  be  chosen 
at  a  time,  and  all  to  hold  office  for  a  term  of 
years.  But  there  are  two  opposite  dangers 
to  be  guarded  against  here.  While  library 
management  must  be  kept  out  of  politics,  care 
must  also  be  taken  that  it  be  not  committed 
to  a  close  corporation  tending  to  become  a 
one-man  j)ower.  The  Boston  Public  Library, 
having  suffered  from  the  first  of  these  evils, 
sought  relief  in  a  special  act  of  incorporation 
under  which  the  direction  was  placed  in 
the  hands  of  five  trustees,  one  appointed  an- 
nually by  the  Mayor  to  serve  five  years.  The 
recently  printed  report  on  the  expenditures 
so  far  made  on  the  new  building  for  that 
library,  consists  mainly  of  the  testimony  of 
the  president  of  the  board,  in  which  he  makes 
it  appear  plainly  that  the  government  of  the  in- 
stitution has  in  a  few  years  drifted  into  an  early 
complete  one-man  power,  and  that  its  present 
awkward  position  as  to  the  new  building  (and 
in  other  respects  as  well)  is  due  to  this  fact. 

Legislation  of  the  permissive  sort  just  con- 
sidered, with  proper  regulations  as  to  govern- 
ment, is  undoubtedly  the  best  yet  attainable 
for  most  of  the  States,  nor  can  anything 
further  be  well  attempted  until  some  years* 
experience  of  the  great  benefits  of  public 
libraries  has  prepared  a  community  for  yet 
higher  ground. 

But  there  is  higher  ground  to  be  taken,  as 
already  shown  by  Massachusetts  and  New 
York,  which  have  added  to  their  permissive 
legislation,  laws  intended  to  encourage  ac- 
tively the  establishment  of  town  libraries,  and 
providing  for  assistance  from  the  State  for  the 
poorer  towns. 

In  Massachusetts  the  State  Library  Com- 
mission in  less  than  two  years  from  its  estab- 
lishment, and  by  the  judicious  expenditure  of 
a  very  small  appropriation,  has  secured  the 
founding  of  libraries  in  over  thirty  of  the  one 
hundred  towns  in  the  State  which  were  with- 
out them,  and  its  members  look  confidently 
to  the  near  future  when  every  town  shall  have 
such  an  institution. 


In  New  York  legislation  was  had  three 
years  ago  providing  for  subsidies  from  the 
State  to  free  libraries  of  a  certain  size  and 
having  a  given  circulation.  While  this  has 
done  much  to  aid  and  stimulate  the  library 
interests  of  the  State,  further  legislation  is 
pending,  intended  to  increase  largely  the  aid 
furnished  by  the  State,  not  only  in  money  but 
in  assistance  and  advice  through  the  State 
Library,  serving  as  headquarters  for  the 
entire  public  library  system  of  the  State. 

This  stimulative  legislation  is  readily  seen 
to  be  a  step  beyond  that  which  is  merely  per- 
missive, but  it  is  a  step  which  can  hardly  fail 
to  be  taken  by  all  the  States  as  they  are 
gradually  educated  to  an  appreciation  of  the 
value  to  the  State  of  good  public  libraries. 
Nor  can  it  well  be  doubted  that  this  evolution 
of  library  legislation  will  ultimately  bring 
forth  the  ideal  library  law,  that  is  to  say,  the 
one  which  shall  make  it  obligatory  on  towns 
to  have  and  to  properly  maintain  libraries, 
just  as  it  is  now  required  that  schools  be  pro- 
vided. Some  years  ago  a  member  of  the 
Library  Association  of  the  United  Kingdom 
presented  a  resolution  that  Parliament  be  re- 
quested to  pass  a  bill  making  this  requirement 
of  towns.  It  did  not  meet  the  approval  of  the 
meeting,  but  the  confident  expectation  ex- 
pressed by  the  mover  —  "  It  will  come  !"  — 
is  certainly  justified  by  the  course  library 
legislation  has  thus  far  taken. 

To  the  features  of  librar}'  laws  already 
referred  to  must  be  added  another — the  pro- 
tective. It  has  been  found  necessary,  where 
public  libraries  exist,  to  make  the  willful  or 
careless  defacing  or  injuring  of  library  books 
a  penal  offence.  Only  when  some  prosecu- 
tions under  such  laws  have  taken  place,  have 
library  books  been  safe  in  the  hands  of  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  community. 

In  closing  I  may  be  permitted  to  speak  of 
some  points  on  which  national  *Mibrary  legis- 
lation "  may  be  improved. 

1.  We  want  laws  providing  for  the  regular 
and  prompt  supply  to  libraries  of  the  United 
States  public  documents. 

2.  We  want  an  amendment  of  the  postal 
laws  by  which  library  books  may  pass  through 
the  mails  at  second-class  (i.  e.  pound)  rate. 
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3.  We  want  to  be  allowed  to  import  books 
for  our  libraries  without  the  tedious  and 
vexatious  delays  and  formalities  involved  in 
the  present  system.  Although  public  libra- 
ries do  not  have  to  pay  import  duties,  prob- 


ably no  class  of  people  would  more  sincerely 
hail  the  removal  of  the  duty  on  books  than 
the  librarians. 
Such,  then,  is  the  "  best  library  legislation." 


ACCESS   TO  THE  SHELVES   IN   THE   CLEVELAND   PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

BY  W:   H.  BRETT,  THE   LIBRARIAN. 


npHE  library  is  classified  upon  the  decimal 
system  of  Mr.  Dewey,  worked  out  as  far 
as  the  third  or  fourth  figure  of  the  decimal 
fraction,  if  necessary. 

The  circulating  department,  except  fiction, 
is  arranged  in  open  alcoves,  convenient  of 
access.  Each  contains  a  reading  table  for 
the  use  of  visitors.  They  are  so  arranged 
that  they  may,  with  the  ordinary  business  of 
the  library,  be  overlooked  by  four  assistants.  . 
In  especially  busy  times  more  are  needed. 
The  books  are  in  cases  with  glass  doors,  but 
these  are  opened  freely  for  visitors,  and  left 
open  as  long  as  desired.  The  novels  are  on 
open  shelves  behind  a  counter,  and  are  given 
out  by  assistants  on  application.  These  are 
shown  freely  on  the  counter  for  selection. 
The  arrangement  of  the  circulating  depart- 
ment is  shown  by  a  diagram  in  the  Library 
journal  oi  May,  1890,  which  is  substantially 
as  it  has  been  operated  since  March,  1890, 
except  that  the  railing  and  gates  there  shown 
as  closing  each  alcove  have  never  been  put 
in  place,  as  we  found  no  need  of  them.  The 
disadvantage  feared  from  this  plan  was  that 
books  might  be  carried  away  without  being 
charged.  I  say  carried  away  without  being 
charged,  not  as  an  euphemism,  but  because  I 
think  that  when  this  does  occur  it  is  some- 
times through  carelessness  rather  than  delib- 
erate thieving.  Our  loss  since  opening  the 
library  is  slight,  not  apparently  larger  than 
before,  and  is  rather  more  than  proportion- 
ately shared  by  the  class  fiction  which  is  not 
open. 

It  was  also  feared  that  the  books  would 
be  so  misplaced  on  the  shelves  as  to  become 
a  serious  objection,  and  I  intended  to  have 
little  notices  posted,  asking  that  books  be  not 
replaced  on  the  shelves,  but  left  on  the  ledges ; 


this,  however,  has  never  been  necessary,  as 
the  inconvenience  anticipated  has  never 
existed  to  any  serious  extent. 

The  advantages  gained  have  been,  first,  the 
greatly  enhanced  value  of  the  library  to  its 
users.  The  importance  of  being  able  to  look 
over  the  books  upon  any  subject  is  obvious  to 
every  student  and  reader,  and  can  hardly  be 
overestimated.  To  those  who  are  undecided 
as  to  what  they  want,  an  assistant  can  readily 
show  an  attractive  shelf  of  books,  or  make  a 
suggestion. 

In  the  history  and  travel  alcoves  the  assist- 
ants usually  keep  a  few  attractive  volumes 
on  the  tables,  from  which  visitors  may  select. 
The  new  books  are  also  shown  on  open 
shelves  in  a  rack,  and  selections  may  be  made 
from  them  at  once.  These  books  are  checked 
each  morning,  so  that  I  know  that  we  are  not 
losing  books  from  them.  Another  important 
advantage  is  the  increased  speed  with  which 
books  may  be  selected  and  drawn. 
.  The  circulation  of  the  library  has  largely 
increased.  For  the  year  ending  August  31st, 
1889,  the  issue  of  books  for  home  use  was 
about  200,000.  For  the  next  year,  during  the 
last  five  months  of  which  the  library  was 
open,  it  was  235,000,  and  for  the  year  just 
closed  it  has  been  280,000.  This  increase  is 
in  part  due  to  the  growth  of  the  town,  but  I 
attribute  much  of  it  to  the  favor  which  our 
change  in  method  has  found  with  our  reading 
people. 

In  addition  to  the  issue  of  books,  there  has 
been  a  considerable  use  of  the  circulating 
department  as  a  reading  and  study  room,  of 
which  no  account  is  kept  and  no  figures  can 
be  given.  A  fourth  advantage,  and  a  very 
important  one,  is  the  economy  of  the  plan. 
Speaking   from  our  experience  thus  far,  I 
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believe  that  the  expense  per  volume  oC  issuing 
books  by  this  plan  will  not  be  above  two- 
thirds  as  great  as  that  by  any  plan  which 
involves  bringing  the  books  to  the  reader,  and 
gives  him  any  reasonable  opportunity  to  look 
them  over  and  select.  Perhaps  I  should 
speak  more  definitely  and  say  that  it  is  not 
more  than  two-thirds  as  great  as  it  was  in  our 
own  library  on  the  old  plan,  as  that  is  the 
only  standard  of  comparison  I  have.  I  say 
this  advisedly,  as  I  find  it  impossible  to 
gather  from  published  library  statistics  any 
accurate  estimate  of  the  cost  of  issue  per 
volume,  so  difficult  is  it  to  separate  the 
amount  paid  for  that  especial  work  from  the 
other  expenses  of  the  library.  To  sum  up,  I 
think  I  may  say  that  our  own  experience  of 
the  open  library  has  been  altogether  favorable. 
I  should  say,  perhaps,  in  addition,  that  I 
regard*  it  as  essential  to  its  success,  first,  that 
a  library  should  be  arranged  upon  a  plan 
which    will    afford  well  lighted,    convenient 


book  rooms,  or  alcoves,  which  can  be  econom- 
ically overlooked;  and,  second,  that  it  should 
be  systematically  and  closely  classified  upon 
the  shelves.  The  more  broadly  a  library  is 
classified,  that  is  to  say,  the  nearer  it  approxi- 
mates to  no  classification  at  all,  the  less  use 
will  it  be.  I  do  not  in  this  undervalue  the 
catalogue.  The  value  of  a  catalogue  still  con- 
tinues in  a  library  open  and  carefully  classi- 
fied, in  that  it  shows  books  upon  a  subject 
which  may  be  off  the  shelf,  parts  of  books, 
chapters,  essays,  etc. ;  and  it  may  be  used  out 
of  the  library. 

As  I  look  over  what  I  have  written,  I  fear 
that  I  may  be  open  to  the  charge  of  Unser- 
bibliothekismus  (permitting  me  to  coin  a 
word),  but  I  have  only  intended  a  frank  state- 
ment of  our  own  experiences  in  an  important 
phase  of  library  management,  hoping  to  con- 
tribute a  little  toward  the  solution  of  a  puz- 
zling problem. 


CONTAGIOUS   DISEASES   AND   PUBLIC   LIBRARIES. 

BY  GARDNER   MAYNARD  JONES,  LIBRARIAN   OF  THE   SALEM  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,   SALEM,   MASS. 


T^R.  W.  F.  POOLE,  at  that  time  librarian 
of  the  Chicago  Public  Library,  read  a 
paper  on  this  subject  at  the  Boston  Con- 
ference of  the  A.  L.  A.  in  1879  [L.  J.  4: 
258-262],  giving  special  attention  to  the 
opinions  of  medical  men  as  to  the  danger  of 
contagion. 

In  compiling  the  present  report  for  the 
conference  of  1891,  I  have  approached  the 
subject  from  the  opposite  side,  that  of  the 
actual  experiences  of  libraries,  and  precautions 
adopted.  To  get  at  the  facts,  I  sent  a  cir- 
cular containing  7  questions  to  (^  represen- 
tative librarians  of  the  United  States,  Canada, 
England  and  Scotland  (52  American  and  14 
foreign),  to  which  I  have  received  52  replies 
(43  American,  9  foreign).  In  8  cases  the 
librarians  had  no  experience  bearing  on  the 
subject  or  the  replies  were  not  in  such  form 
as  to  admit  of  tabulation,  although  I  have 
sometimes  made  quotations  from  them. 

The  44  other  replies  are  summarized  as 
follows ;  — 


Have  you  any  reason  to  think  that  disease 
has  been  carried  by  books  delivered  from 
your  library  ? 

Three  do  not  answer ;  39  say  "  No.  "  The 
following  extract  from  the  reply  of  Mr.  K.  A. 
Linderfelt,  Milwaukee  Public  Library,  is  an 
expression  of  the  general  tone  of  the  replies: 
"  For  my  own  part,  I  do  not  believe  that  any 
serious  danger  of  carrying  contagion  by 
means  of  library  books  exists,  but  there  are 
in  every  community  quite  a  number  of  per- 
sons who  feel  nervous  on  this  subject,  and  for 
their  sake  it  is  well  to  take  every  reasonable 
precaution. " 

Mr.  J.  Schwartz,  New  York  Apprentices' 
Library,  says :  "  My  opinion,  founded  on  an 
experience  of  twenty-eight  years,  is  that  con- 
tagious diseases  are  not  spread  through  the 
circulation  of  books  from  libraries.  In  my 
experience  I  never  heard  of  any  reader  to 
whom  a  disease  was  communicated  through 
a  book  loaned  by  the  library.  And  while  the 
attendants  at  the  desks  handled  hundreds  of 
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thousands  of  books  every  year — which  had 
been  circulated  among  all  parts  of  the  city 
and  suburbs  —  there  has  been  only  one  case 
where  any  of  the  library  employees  was  even 
sick  of  a  contagious  disease.  This  case  oc- 
curred about  27  years  ago,  and  from  the  cir. 
cumstances  attending  it,  could  not  have  been 
contracted  at  the  library. " 

Mrs.  M.  C.  Norton,  assistant  librarian  of 
the  Minneapolis  Public  Library,  says :  '*  We 
have  had  but  one  case  brought  to  our  notice 
where  it  was  claimed  by  the  family  that  the 
poison  was  carried  to  them  through  books 
from  the  library,  but  that  was  mere  conjec- 
ture." 

Miss  Ellen  M.  Coe,  librarian  of  the  New 
York  Free  Circulating  Library,  says :  "  The 
only  case  of  infection  known  to  us  in  the  ten 
years  since  we  opened  our  library  is  one 
where  a  somewhat  alarming  ulcerous  skin 
disease  attacked  one  of  the  librarians;  this 
was  plainly  from  the  soiled  book  covers." 

What  means  are  adopted  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  contagious  diseases  ? 

Have  you  any  special  arrangements  with 
health  officers  ? 

The  most  general  plan  adopted  is  that  men- 
tioned by  Dr.  Poole  at  the  close  of  his  article 
[L.  J.  4 :  262]  and  which  may  be  called  **  the 
Chicago  plan." 

This  is  as  follows :  The  health  officer 
notifies  the  library  of  all  cases  of  contagious 
disease,  and  books  are  not  loaned  to  residents 
in  such  houses  until  notice  is  received  that  all 
danger  is  passed.  All  books  returned  which 
have  been  exposed  to  infection  are  disinfected 
or  destroyed  before  they  are  replaced  on  the 
shelves  of  the  library. 

Twenty-three  librarians  report  that  this 
plan  is  regularly  followed  in  their  libraries. 
In  one  city,  there  being  no  efficient  Board  of 
Health,  an  arrangement  has  been  made  with 
the  physicians  to  rei)ort  direct  to  the  library, 
and  one  library  receives  reports  from  either 
health  officers  or  physicians.  Another  libra- 
rian says :  '*  Health  officers  sometimes  re- 
port." Seven  depend  on  report  from  the  book 
borrower.  Eleven  report  no  special  arrange- 
ment, and  one  says:  "When  there  is  an 
epidemic  we  stop  circulation."    In  several 


cases  the  regulations  of  the  library  contain  a 
clause  requiring  notification  from  the  reader. 
The  following  from  the  by-laws  of  the  Chicago 
Public  Library  is  a  sample  of  such  regula- 
tions :  "It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  persons 
having  the  privileges  of  the  library  to  notify 
the  librarian  of  the  existence  of  any  con- 
tagious disease  in  their  residences  or  families, 
and  for  failure  to  do  so  their  privileges  may 
be  declared  forfeited  by  the  Board."  One 
librarian,  who  followed  "  the  Chicago  plan  " 
for  three  years,  reports :  "  The  conjunction 
of  books  and  contagious  disease  happened  so 
rarely,  however,  that  the  reports  were  finally 
discontinued." 

In  six  cases  special  blanks  used  for  notifi- 
cation have  been  sent  to  me,  and  some  libra- 
rians speak  of  notices  which  are  posted  in  the 
delivery  room. 

Do  you  disinfect  books  returned  3ipurself, 
or  is  it  done  by  the  health  authorities  ? 

How  is  this  done  ?  By  sulphur,  hot  air,  or 
otherwise  ? 

Twelve  librarians  report  that  disinfection 
is  always  done  by  the  health  officers,  10 
that  it  is  always  done  at  the  library,  and  4 
that  it  is  done  by  either.  Three  simply  report 
that  it  is  done  before  the  book  is  returned. 
At  2  libraries  the  book  is  destroyed  and  fine 
remitted,  at  i  the  book  is  not  received  and 
borrower  is  required  to  pay  for  it.  At  Brad- 
ford, England,  the  book  is  taken  to  the  fever 
hospital  for  use  there,  the  sanitary  committee 
paying  the  value  of  the  book. 

The  method  of  disinfection  used  is  as 
follows :  Sulphur  fumes  13,  hot  air  5,  sun- 
light I,  fresh  air  i,  vapor  of  carbolic  acid  in 
an  air-proof  oven  heated  to  100  or  120 
degrees  i.  At  9  libraries  it  is  considered  so 
difficult  to  disinfect  thoroughly  that  the  books 
are  destroyed  by  burning  or  otherwise.  One 
librarian  reports  "  Serious  cases  destroyed 
and  mild  disinfected. " 

Miss  Coe  says,  "  We  also  use  a  liquid  dis- 
infectant to  sprinkle  the  paper  removed  from 
the  books  (covers),  as  it  accumulates  in  some 
quantity  before  it  can  be  removed.  The 
floors  of  reading  rooms  and  waiting  rooms  are 
sprinkled  at  least  once  a  day.  Disinfectant 
is  used  in  the  cleaning  water  and  of  course  in 
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all  basins  and  closets  constantly,  also  for  the 
hand-bathing  of  the  assistants.  *' 

Miss  H.  P.  James,  of  the  Osterhout  Free 
Library,  reports:  "We  disinfect  books  our- 
selves with  sulphur.  A  large  piece  is  put  on 
a  plate  of  tin,  set  on  fire,  the  book  is  placed 
upright  and  open  near  it,  and  both  are 
covered  by  a  tight  box  for  a  day  or  two.  The 
sulphur  of  course  is  consumed,  but  the  per- 
fume remains. " 

Mr.  James  Bain,  jr.,  of  the  Toronto  Public 
Library,  where  now  the  health  officers  destroy 
all  books  found  in  houses  reported  infected, 
says,  "  Have  the  whole  question  of  disinfec- 
tion under  consideration." 

What  diseases  are  considered  contagious 
in  your  city  ? 

Thirteen  do  not  answer  this  question. 
Many  of  the  others  only  answer  partially,  giv- 
ing a  brief  list,  and  adding  "  etc."  This  will 
account  for  the  small  numbers  attached  to 
such  diseases  as  cholera,  yellow  fever,  etc. 
Twenty-eight  mention  scarlet  fever,  28  diph- 
theria, 27  small  pox,  1 1  measles,  1 1  typhoid 
fever,  5  typhus  fever,  3  membraneous  croup, 
3  scarlatina,  3  cholera,  2  chicken  pox,  2  whoop- 
ing cough,  I  each  glanders,  yellow  fever,  ery- 
sipelas, itch,  pneumonia,  rdtheln,  mumps,  in- 
fluenza. One  says  "all  zymotic  diseases." 
The  English  "  Infectious  disease  (notification) 
act,  1889,"  under  which  the  English  libraries 
work,  specifies  a  long  list  of  diseases,  includ- 
ing all  fevers.  A  circular  from  the  Bootle 
Free  Public  Library  gives  a  list  of  fevers  by 
name. 

Have  you  any  medical  opinions  to  quote  ? 

C:  V.  Chapin,  M.  D.,  Supt.  of  Health, 
Providence,  R.  L,  writes  to  Mr.  Foster  as  fol- 
lows : —  "In  reply  to  your  inquiry  in  regard 
to  the  Public  Library  and  infectious  diseases, 
I  would  say  that  I  have  never  known,  in  my 
own  experience,  diseases  to  be  transmitted  by 
means  of  library  books.  Nevertheless  there 
is  no  question  that  such  is  possible  and  is 
quite  likely  to  occur,  if  no  precautions  are 
taken.  Certainly  no  books  should  be  issued 
to  a  family  in  which  there  is  a  case  of  conta- 
gious disease,  and  none  should  be  received 
from  such  a  family  until  disinfected.  How 
to  disinfect  is  a  problem  which  has  not  been 


satisfactorily  solved.  At  present  dry  heat  is 
the  only  agent  that  we  can  employ,  and  this 
often  with  the  greatest  care  injures  the  books, 
if  the  disinfection  be  thorough.  Disinfection 
by  this  agent  can  only  be  properly  accom- 
plished in  an  oven  with  a  thermometer  at- 
tached, and  ought  to  be  done  by  the  sanitary 
authority." 

Miss  H.  P.James  says:  —  "  The  physicians 
thought  it  a  good  plan  to  be  on  the  safe  side, 
but  1  do  not  remember  that  any  of  them  felt 
there  was  much  danger  of  contagion  from  the 
books." 

Mr.  C:  Evans,  Public  Library,  Indianapo- 
lis, Ind.,  says :  —  "  Physicians  generally  hold 
a  different  opinion  from  librarians,  but  I  have 
never  known  one  who  could  specify  any  par- 
ticular case  in  support  of  his  belief,  either 
from  books  or  from  practical  experience." 

Miss  A.  L.  Hayward,  Public  Library,  Cam- 
bridge, Mass.,  says :  —  "  Physicians  have  told 
us  that  scarlet  fever  is  giv^n  by  the  particles 
of  skin  dropping  from  convalescent  patients, 
and  that  therefore  there  was  most  danger  of 
books  giving  this  disease.  " 

Mr.  J.  N.  Larned,  Buffalo  Library,  writes : 
"A  few  months  ago  our  rule  in  this  matter 
was  called  in  question,  and  1  procured  the 
opinions  of  a  dozen  of  the  leading  physicians 
of  the  city  on  the  subject.  Most  of  them  sus- 
tained our  action  [stopping  circulation  and 
destruction  of  books  returned],  but  they  dif- 
fered quite  widely  in  their  several  estimates 
of  the  danger  to  be  apprehended.  Some 
thought  disinfection  sufficient ;  but  those  who 
evidently  had  studied  the  matter  most  care- 
fully found  the  burning  of  the  exposed  books 
none  too  serious  a  precaution.  We  have  no 
arrangement  with  the  health  authorities  for 
having  cases  of  contagious  disease  reported 
to  us.  I  think  we  ought  to  have  it,  and  we 
probably  shall. " 

Dr.  G:  E.  Wire,  librarian  of  the  Medical 
Dept.  of  the  Newberry  Library,  says  :  "  These 
diseases  are  not  contagious  at  all  periods  of 
their  existence,  and  in  their  worst  stages  there 
is  no  reading  done  by  patients  or  attendants. 
Of  course  if  you  really  go  into  extremes  as  do 
the  bacteriologists,  there  would  be  no  chance 
for  any  one  to  live ;  germs  would  be  all-power- 
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ful  and  everywhere.  But  the  human  race  has 
survived  thousands  of  years  before  disease 
germs  were  thought  of  and  still  survives, 
despite  the  germ  theorists.  " 

Dr.  L.  H.  Steiner,  Enoch  Pratt  Free 
Library,  Baltimore,  says:  "The  whole  sub- 
ject of  disinfection  is  treated  at  length  and  in 
a  very  practical  way,  by  writers  in  the  Trans- 
actions of  the  American  Public  Health  Asso- 
ciation, to  whose  papers  I  would  refer  for 
further  information. " 

The  following  is  a  bibliography  of  the  sub- 
ject so  far  as  contained  in  English  and  Ameri- 
can library  publications.  I  have  not  been  able 
to  obtain  access  to  the  Transactions  of  the 
L.  A.  U.  K.  later  than  the  sixth  meeting. 

Library  journal,  2 :  23-24.  Brief  discussion 
at  New  York  conference. 

4:  258-262.     Dr.  Poole's  paper. 

7:  234.  Extract  from  report  of  Chicago 
Public  Library.  "  During  the  recent  severe 
scourge  ...  no  case  of  transmission  of 
the  disease  was  traced  to  a  library  book,  and 
no  suspicion  was  raised  that  it  had  occurred." 

8  :  336-7.     By  C :  A.  Cutter. 

1 1 : 1 23-4.  Report  of  State  Board  of  Health 
of  Iowa  that  no  case  of  conveyance  of  conta- 
gious disease  by  second-hand  school  books 
had  been  found. 

11:  166-7.  Persons  imagine  diseases  of 
which  they  read. 

13  :  105-6.  Description  of  oven  and  process 
of  disinfection  by  means  of  carbolic  acid  used 
at  Sheffield,  England. 

16 :  80.     A  number  of  medical  opinions. 

Library  chronicle,  5  :  24.  Methods  of  pre- 
caution adopted  at  Bradford,  England. 

Library,  i  :  171.  "The  free  library  and  its 
books  are  the  last  sources  from  which  infec- 
tion is  to  be  feared."  This  statement  is  based 
on  the  strictness  of  the  English  laws  regard- 
ing infectious  diseases. 

2 :  442.  At  Derby,  England,  "  a  list  of  in- 
fected houses  is  supplied  to  the  library 
weekly." 

2 :  443.  At  Plymouth,  England,  the  lending 
department  was  closed  for  nearly  six  months 
during  prevalence  of  a  scarlet  fever  epidemic 
in  1889-90. 

Greenwood,  T;     Public  libraries,  3d  cd., 


1890,  p.  493-5.  Speaking  of  the  carrying  of 
disease  by  books  he  says :  —  "  The  statement 
is  monstrously  untrue,  and  invariably  ema- 
nates from  the  avowed  enemies  of  these  in- 
stitutions."  He  advocates  precaution,  pro- 
hibition of  circulation,  required  notification, 
disinfection.  Describes  apparatus  used  at 
Dundee,  Sheffield,  and  Preston,  which  is 
recommended  as  simplest  and  best.  A  sketch 
is  given.  It  is  a  case  of  thin  sheet  iron,  with 
perforated  shelves.  Compound  sulphurous 
acid  is  burned  in  a  small  lamp. 

The  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  the 
authorities  cited  above,  as  well  as  the  whole 
tone  of  the  replies  received,  seems  to  be 
this  :  —  No  librarian  actually  knows  of  a  case 
of  contagious  disease  being  carried  by  a  book 
either,  to  a  reader  or  library  attendant,  that 
cited  by  Miss  Coe  alone  excepted,  and  this 
is  not  a  case  of  what  is  usually  considered 
contagious  disease.  The  medical  authorities 
are  divided  in  their  opinions,  but  most  of 
those  consulted  consider  that  the  danger  of 
contagion  through  books  is  slight. 

What  is  our  duty  then  as  librarians,  care- 
ful of  the  health  of  our  readers  ?  It  seems  to 
be  this :  —  Prohibition  of  circulation  to  houses 
where  contagious  diseases  exist,  and  either 
disinfection  or  destruction  of  books  returned 
from  such  houses.  For  obtaining  a  list  of 
infected  houses  the  best  method  seems  to  be 
to  request  notification  from  the  board  of 
health  or  other  health  officers  of  the  city  or 
town,  and  in  absence  of  such  officers  to  make 
arrangements  with  physicians  to  send  notiC:e 
direct  to  the  library.  In  either  case  the 
library  would  usually  furnish  addressed  pos- 
tal cards  for  such  notification.  As  to  whether 
books  returned  should  be  disinfected  or  de- 
stroyed, that  can  wisely  be  left  to  the  opinion 
of  the  board  of  health  or  other  competent 
local  authority.  Destruction  is  certainly  the 
safer,  because  of  the  difficulty  of  opening  a 
book  so  that  the  surface  of  every  leaf  shall  be 
exposed  to  the  disinfecting  process.  These 
precautions  are  recommended  not  because  the 
danger  is  considered  great,  but  to  prevent  all 
possible  chance  of  contagion,  and  to  allay  the 
fears  of  unduly  sensitive  persons,  of  whom 
there  are  so  many  in  every  community. 
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BY   W:   E.   FOSTER,   LIBRARIAN   OF  THE   PROVIDENCE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


T^HE  rise  of  the  public  library  system  both 
in  this  country  and  Great  Britain,  during 
the  past  half-century,  has  been  almost  coin- 
cident with  the  very  noteworthy  reexamina- 
tion of  every  phase  of  social  economy  now 
so  powerfully  influencing  the  thought  of  the 
world.  In  this  discussion  the  contributions 
of  Kaufmann,  of  Fawcett,  of  Graham,  of 
Jevons,  and  above  all,  of  Herbert  ^Spencer, 
have  been  more  than  influential  —  they  have 
been  almost  epoch  making  —  and  whatever 
view  one  may  hold  in  regard  to  the  social 
question,  in  its  various  phases,  one  cannot 
fail  to  acknowledge  the  deep  debt  which  we 
owe  to  these  profound  thinkers. 

No  book,  from  Mr.  Spencer's  point  of  view, 
which  has  appeared  within  recent  years,  is 
worthy  of  a  wider  reading  than  the  volume 
entitled  **A  plea  for  liberty;  an  argument 
against  socialism  and  socialistic  legislation," 
which  appeared  about  the  beginning  of  the 
present  year.  In  it  thirteen  writers,  whose 
point  of  view  is  very  nearly  identical,  have 
discussed  in  successive  chapters  such  topics 
as  postal  communication,  electric  communi- 
cation, investment,  improvement  of  working- 
men's  homes,  free  libraries,  education,  and 
other  subjects,  in  their  relation  to  the  ques- 
tion, "  What  action  shall  the  State  take  in  re- 
gard to  them  ?"  The  underlying  purpose  of 
the  book  is  thus  expressed  in  the  words  of 
Mr.  Mackay,  the  editor  of  the  volume  :  —  "  If 
the  view  set  out  in  this  volume  is  at  all  cor- 
rect, it  is  very  necessary  that  men  should 
abandon  the  policy  of  indifference,  and  that 
they  should  do  something  to  enlarge  the 
atmosphere  of  liberty.  This  is  to  be  accom- 
plished not  by  reckless  and  revolutionary 
methods,  but  rather  by  a  resolute  resistance 
to  new  encroachment  and  by  patient  and 
statesmanlike  endeavor  to  remove  wherever 
practicable  the  restraints  of  regulation,  and 
to  give  full  play  over  a  larger  area  to  the 
creative  forces  of  liberty,  for  liberty  is  the 
condition  precedent  to  all  solution  of  human 


difl^culty."  Surely  this  is  a  statement  of  the 
case  which  must  powerfully  appeal  to  all 
thinking  men,  and  lead  them  to  reexamine,  at 
least,  the  principles  on  which  State  support 
of  the  various  institutions  referred  to  is 
based. 

In  such  a  spirit,  a  reexamination  of  the  argu- 
ment for  public  support  of  public  libraries 
must  be  regarded  as  entirely  germane  to  the 
objects  which  the  American  Library  Associ- 
ation has  at  heart.  In  such  a  spirit  the  pres- 
ent paper  proposes  to  weigh  once  more  the 
principles  which  underlie  our  American  library 
system,  and  the  considerations  brought  for- 
ward by  Mr.  O'Brien  in  the  chapter  devoted 
to  **  Free  libraries  "  in  the  volume  referred  to. 

The  half-century  of  discussion  of  *'  socialism 
and  socialistic  legislation"  already  referred 
to  has  made  few  things  so  clear  as  the  fact 
that  the  arguments  employed  on  any  subject 
—  social  subjects  in  particular — are  weakened 
in  almost  the  exact  ratio  in  which  they  are 
allowed  to  be  tinged  by  passion  and  excited 
feeling.  It  must  therefore  be  regarded  as 
unfortunate  that  Mr.  O'Brien's  chapter  suffers 
most  emphatically  from  comparison  with  the 
generally  high  level  of  calm  and  unimpassioned 
argument,  characterizing  the  larger  portion  of 
the  book.  Whether  this  is  to  be  explained  on 
the  basis  of  the  apocryphal  legal  maxim, 
*  When  you  have  no  case,  abuse  your  oppo- 
nent," or  whether  Mr.  O'Brien  entered  the  lists 
fresh  from  some  too  recent  participatibn  in  a 
personal  contest  over  the  question,  we  do  not 
undertake  to  inquire.  The  fact  remains  that 
not  only  do  the  writers  of  the  other  chapters 
of  the  book  appear  from  a  careful  reading  to 
state  their  arguments  more  effectively,  but 
that  the  reader  is  also  impressed  with  the  fact 
that  they  have  a  case  which  admits  of  more 
effective  argument. 

Let  us  glance  in  succession  at  the  points 
which  Mr.  O'Brien  has  aimed  to  make.  They 
may  be  grouped  in  general  under  two  heads ; 
first,  those  which  relate  to  the  injury  (in  Mr. 
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O'Brien^s  view)  inflicted  on  the  individual 
user  of  a  free  library  from  having  it  aided  by 
public  support,  and  second,  those  which  relate 
to  the  tax-payer's  grievance  (in  Mr.  O'Brien's 
view)  in  helping  to  support  it.  The  former  is 
of  course  the  side  of  the  question  most  ger- 
mane to  the  general  purpose  of  the  book,  and 
it  is  therefore  an  occasion  for  surprise  to 
notice  that  in  Mr.  O'Brien's  enumeration  of 
arguments  those  coming  under  the  other 
class  outnumber  it  in  the  ratio  of  six  to  one. 
First  of  all,  to  use  Mr.  O'Brien's  own  language, 
is  "  the  argiynent  that  if  readers  were  left  to 
pay  for  their  own  books,  not  only  would  books 
be  more  valued,  but  the  moral  discipline 
involved  in  the  small  personal  sacrifice 
incurred  by  saving  for  such  a  purpose 
would  do  infinitely  more  good  than  any  amount 
of  culture  obtained  at  other  people's  expense.'* 
And  he  takes  occasion  to  suggest  that  **  possi- 
bly the  advocates  of  literary  pauperism  will 
see  little  force  in"  this  argument.  Possibly; 
we  are  not  familiar  with  the  train  of  reasoning 
which  leads  to  an  advocacy  of  "  literary  pau- 
perism." For  ourselves,  we  have  been  accus- 
tomed, long  before  the  appearance  of  Mr. 
O'Brien's  chapter,  to  attach  exceptional  impor 
tance  to  the  principle  which  he  has  here  indi- 
cated, somewhat  awkwardly,  to  be  sure. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  appreciation 
of  any  object  is  in  almost  the  exact  ratio  of 
the  effort  expended  to  procure  it.  This  is 
why  teachers  and  librarians  —  in  American 
communities,  at  least  —  have  so  often  had 
occasion  to  rejoice  at  seeing  a  taste  not  only 
for  reading,  but  for  owning  books  inspired  in 
a  young  man  or  woman  by  access  to  a  noble 
collection  of  books  for  the  use  of  the  public. 
For  "  owning  books,"  we  say ;  but  the  limits 
of  a  collection  so  owned  are  too  soon  reached 
in  the  case  of  even  the  best-endowed  pockets 
of  individual  readers.  Were  the  intelligent 
teacher  who  takes  an  interest  in  the  reading 
and  intellectual  growth  of  the  pupils,  from  the 
various  walks  in  life  represented  in  our 
schools,  to  find  a  pupil  whose  interest  in  pur- 
suing further  some  lines  of  thought  therein 
suggested,  extended  no  further  than  to  the 
books  at  home  on  his  own  book-shelf,  we  can- 
not doubt  that  it  would  give  occasion  to  ques- 


tion the  efficacy  of  the  teaching  imparted.  Mr. 
O'Brien's  objection  to  the  enjoyment  of  these 
reservoirs  of  enlightenment,  by  a  portion  of 
the  community,  where  the  community  as  a 
whole  is  responsible  for  their  support,  is  as  if 
a  man  should  be  told  that  he  would  do  well 
not  to  walk  abroad  at  night  by  the  light  of  the 
public  street  lamps,  but  rather  enjoy  the  light 
kindled  in  his  own  house.  The  latter  is  cer- 
tainly important,  but  not  even  Mr.  O'Brien's 
reasoning  is  likely  to  persuade  us  that  it  pre- 
cludes the  former.  Mr.  O'Brien,  in  the  sec- 
ond place,  deeply  feels  for  the  reader  who,  in 
being  brought  in  contact  with  the  benefits  of 
the  library,  is,  he  thinks,  subjected  to  a  wrong 
system  of  education.  To  quote  his  language  : 
"Just at  the  time  when  a  child  is  beginning 
to  form  his  tastes,  just  at  the  period  when  the 
daily  habituation  to  the  simple  duties  of  farm 
life  would  lay  the  foundation  both  of  sound 
health  and  practical  knowledge,  he  is  taken 
out  of  the  parent's  control,  and  subjected  to  a 
mind-destroying,  cramming  process,  which 
excludes  practical  knowledge  and  creates  a 
dislike  for  all  serious  study."  One  is  com- 
pelled on  reading  this  extraordinary  deliver- 
ance to  cast  one's  eye  to  the  heading  at  the 
top  of  the  page,  "Free  Libraries,"  and 
ask  what  this  formidable  indictment — not  one 
count  in  which  has  any  bearing  on  libraries  — 
can  mean  in  this  conn^tion.  The  only  con- 
clusion possible  is  that  it  was  written  with  a 
view  to  appearing  in  some  other  chapter  of 
the  book. 

But  Mr.  O'Brien's  concern  is  manifested 
also  for  the  tax-payer  who  unites  in  the  pub- 
lic support  of  the  library.  If  we  understand 
him  correctly,  his  contention  is  that  the  enor- 
mity of  this  tax  consists  largely  in  the  repre- 
hensible nature — as  represented  in  his  pages 
—  of  the  institution  itself.  For  from  this 
short  chapter  one  gradually  frames  a  picture 
of  the  free  library  as  a  place  which  tramps 
frequent  for  sleeping  off  the  effects  of  dissi- 
pation ;  as  a  place  used  by  commercial  trav- 
ellers for  exhibiting  their  samples ;  as  a  place 
from  which  in  one  instance  "a  respectable 
thief  took  awayj^20  worth  of  books" ;  as  a  place 
used  in  an  almost  exclusive  degree  for  read- 
ing fiction;  as  a  place  where  the  time  pre- 
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scribed  for  keeping  books  makes  *  serious 
study '  impossible ;  *'  and,  more  serious  than 
all  the  rest,  as  a  place  which,  he  says,  "favors 
one  special  section  of  the  community  at  the 
expense  of  all  the  rest/*  Let  us  do  Mr. 
O'Brien  the  justice  to  add  that  for  the  first 
three  of  these  counts  he  gives  '*  chapter  and 
verse  *'  for  his  charges,  quoting,  namely,  from 
various  (English)  library  reports.  No  one  will 
therefore  wish  to  dispute  his  well-fortified 
statement  that  in  such  and  such  an  instance 
an  unseemly  incident  occurred.  But  even  a 
child  can  assuredly  see  the  difiEerence  between 
a  statement  of  an  isolated  occurrence  and  an 
inference  that  it  is  a  necessarily  characteristic 
and  inherent  quality  of  the  institution  in  ques- 
tion. Were  this  latter  true,  then  we  might 
well  cry  out  for  abolishing  our  churches,  side- 
walks, and  railway  stations,  for  in  them  these 
very  same  three  things  respectively  are 
known  at  some  time  to  have  been  done.  In 
the  last  three  of  these  counts,  however,  we 
have  only  Mr.  O'Brien's  assertions  as  the 
basis,  and  we  are  obliged  to  add  also  that 
even  these  are  found  to  be  conflicting.  On 
one  page  his  language  shows  that  he  is  pained 
that  a  certain  percentage  of  readers  in  the 
libraries  named  should  prefer  to  call  for 
works  of  fiction.  Can  it  be  that  he  has  for- 
gotten this,  when  on  another  page  he  cites  it 
as  a  grievance  that  "it  is  a  frequent  occur- 
rence for  a  reader  to  wait  for  months  before 
he  can  get  the  novel  he  wants ! "  On  page 
333t  after  quoting,  from  the  annual  report  of 
one  of  the  English  libraries,  the  statement  as 
to  the  use  of  works  of  fiction,  nothing  but  a 
resort  to  italics  can  sufiSciently  emphasize  his 
lamentation  that  "  the  more  instructive  books 
in  the  other  classes  circulate  only  once  during 
the  same  period,^"*  Mr.  O'Brien  is  not  the 
only  observer  who  has  failed  always  to 
observe,  when  commenting  upon  percentages 
of  fiction,  that  "  any  book  requiring  serious 
study  cannot  be  galloped  through,  like  a 
novel,  in  the  week  or  fourteen  days  allowed 
for  use,"  yet  who  would  have  believed 
that  "  out  of  his  own  mouth  "  would  he  be  so 
completely  answered,  for  this  remark,  as  well 
as  the  one  which  it  answers,  is  found  in  his 
decidedly  interesting  chapter  (p.  548).    But 


here  it  is  evident  that  the  bearing  of  the  two 
upon  each  other  was  not  in  his  mind  in  writ- 
ing it,  for  his  purpose  in  the  sentence  last 
quoted  was  plainly  to  make  it  appear  that  the 
customary  regulations  of  public  libraries  were 
such  as  to  render  "  serious  study  "  impossible. 
The  limitation  of  "a  week  or  fourteen 
days  "  for  a  book  of  the  kind  which  he  here 
indicates — he  instances  by  name  Kant's 
"  Critique  of  pure  reason "  and  Smith's 
"  Wealth  of  nations  "  —  is  practically  unknown 
in  American  public  libraries.  In  most  of 
those  known  to  the  present  writer  a  book  of 
this  kind  can  be  charged  in  the  first  instance 
for  fourteen  days  and  then  renewed,  making 
twenty-eight  days  in  all,  and  in  still  others  for 
a  longer  period.  It  can  then,  after  being 
returned  to  the  library  —  to  give  any  other 
reader  who  may  need  it  a  chance  at  it  —  be 
taken  out  again  after  remaining  on  the  shelves 
twenty-four  hours,  for  another  twenty-eight 
days'  use  by  the  same  reader.  The  annual 
report  of  an  American  library  which  lies 
before  us  contains  a  case  in  point.  Speaking 
of  Bryce's  "American  Commonwealth,"  it 
states:  "Of  this,  seven  copies  were  added 
in  succession."  It  names  loi  as  the  total  of 
the  issues  of  this  work  during  the  year;  but 
considering  the  truth  expressed  in  Mr. 
O'Brien's  own  very  just  words,  that  "any 
book  requiring  serious  study  cannot  be  gal- 
loped through,  like  a  novel,"  the  statement  is 
added  that  "  such  a  record,  for  a  book  like 
this,  constantly  in  the  hands  of  readers,  may 
be  contrasted  with  the  more  than  ten  times 
greater  number  of  times  that  some  work  of 
fiction  might  be  read  through,  returned,  and 
taken  out  again,  requiring  but  a  part  of  a  day's 
attention."  In  fact,  loi  is  very  likely  to  be 
the  /^/£i/ number  of  \^syx^%  possible  in  the  case 
of  seven  copies  of  this  book,  while  700  would 
probably  fall  far  short  of  the  total  possible 
issues  of  the  same  number  of  copies  of  a  story 
like  "  The  Wreck  of  the  Grosvenor."  Again, 
Mr.  O'Brien  not  only  tells  us  that  "a  free 
library  favors  one  special  section  of  the 
community"  at  the  expense  of  all  the  rest, 
but  throughout  his  chapter  recurs  again  and 
again  to  the  case  of  the  "  workingman."  On 
page  330,  for  instance,  we  are  solemnly  told : 
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'*I£  the  workingman  cannot  come  by  his 
books  honestly,  let  him  wait  until  he  can.*' 
This  is  indeed  somewhat  summary,  particu- 
larly when,  being  interpreted,  it  is  found  to 
mean.  Let  there  be  no  free  libraries  supported 
by  the  public.  And  yet,  on  page  344,  with 
ho  less  certainty,  we  are  assured  that  **  there 
is  little  doubt  that  at  least  forty-nine  out  of 
every  fifty  workingmen  have  no  interest 
whatever  in  these  institutions." 

Where  the  deliverances  from  one  and  the 
same  source  are  so  contradictory,  the  impar- 
tial inquirer  will  doubtless  feel  like  looking 
for  some  other  source  of  information.  From 
the  materials  accessible  to  the  present  writer 
in  regard  to  American  libraries  —  and  the  new 
edition  of  Mr.  Greenwood's  "Public  libra- 
ries '*  appears  to  tell  the  same  tale  in  regard 
to  Great  Britain  —  the  interest  of  working- 
men  in  the  opportunities  afforded  by  public 
libraries  is  everywhere  emphatically  shown; 
but  he  who  sets  out  with  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  there  is  any  one  exclusive  class 
to  whom  the  public  library  is  of  service  and 
to  no  other  —  be  that  class  workingmen,  or 
students,  or  manufacturers,  or  scientists  — 
will  find  the  facts  singularly  obstinate  and 
unresponsive  to  his  purpose.  The  truth 
is  —  Mr.  O'Brien's  confident  assertion  to  the 
contrary  —  that  there  is  no  more  "  universal " 
and  non-partisan  institution  than  a  public 
library.  This  is  undoubtedly  the  highest 
among  its  several  claims  to  public  support. 
Few  among  the  objects  to  which  the  public 
funds  have  been  appropriated,  in  American 
cities,  have  met  with  so  hearty  and  unques- 
tioning approval  as  public  parks,  and  it  is 
right  that  it  should  be  so.  Yet  there  are 
whole  classes  in  every  community  who  not 
only  never  do  enjoy  the  public  parks,  but 
never  care  to  enjoy  them.  Even  the  public 
schools  are  for  a  certain  fraction  of  the 
population  only  —  the  younger  portion.  In 
contrast  with  both  these,  the  public  library 
extends  its  resources  to  the  children  and  the 
adults  alike,  and  contains  materials  indis- 
pensable to  each  alike.  Perhaps,  however, 
the  fundamentally  important  question  of  uni- 
versality, in  the  sense  of  non-partisanship,  is 
one  which  is  seldom  appreciated  in  its  full 


force,  as  applied  to  a  public  library.  An 
independent  position,  one  entirely  free  from 
bias,  a  non-partisan  attitude,  in  fact,  is  an 
ideal  repeatedly  .<(et  before  the  conductors  of 
a  school  or  a  newspaper.  In  both  these 
cases,  however,  there  is  too  often  an  element 
of  practical  difficulty  in  carrying  these  praise- 
worthy intentions  into  practice,  which  is 
almost  completely  wanting  in  the  case  of  a 
public  library.  The  policy  of  the  latter  is,  in 
its  very  essence,  catholic.  It  places  on  its 
shelves  the  volumes  which  represent,  not  one 
side,  but  both,  or  rather  all  sides  of  any  sub- 
ject on  which  the  sentiment  of  the  public 
divides ;  and  thus,  whether  the  user  be  Demo- 
crat or  Republican,  protectionist  or  free- 
trader. Catholic  or  Protestant,  the  aspect 
which  this  collection  of  books  presents  to 
him  is  no  less  free  and  uncircumscribed  than 
the  illimitable  air. 

Again,  it  is  important  that  the  relation  of  a 
public  library  to  the  question  of  entertain- 
ment should  be  clearly  understood.  Enter- 
tainment is  not  an  element  totally  foreign  to 
the  purposes  of  a  public  library  —  the  same 
kind  of  public  benefit  accrues  in  this  case  as 
in  the  case  of  public  parks — but  in  the  light 
of  the  infinitely  more  important  functions 
which  it  renders,  this  must  of  necessity  occupy 
a  subordinate  place.  The  primary  function 
of  a  library  is  to  render  a  service,  to  supply  a 
need,  to  respond  to  a  demand.  In  this  respect 
its  value  to  the  community  is  of  the  same 
description  as  the  postal  system,  the  bank  at 
which  one  may  cash  a  check,  or  the  reservoir 
from  which  one  may  "  turn  on  "  a  supply  of 
water. 

One  of  the  points  which  Mr.  O'Brien  aims 
to  make,  and  which  proceeds  from  a  manifest 
confusion  of  thought,  can  be  appropriately 
noticed  here.  His  contention  is  that  a  public 
library  is  for  the  "  class  "  who  may  be  desig- 
nated "  book-readers,"  that  these  form  but  a 
small  percentage  of  any  community,  and  that 
therefore  it  is  obviously  wrong  that  the  library 
should  receive  public  support.  This  is  ingen- 
ious, as  is  also  his  eloquent,  though  somewhat 
contemptuous  setting  of  their  supposed  special 
needs  over  against  those  of  others.  "Are 
theatre-goers,    lovers    of    cricket,  bicyclists, 
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amateurs  of  music,  and  others  to  have  their 
earnings  confiscated/'  merely  that  the  "book- 
reader"  may  gratify  his  peculiar  craving? 
Like  many  other  ingenious  theories,  however, 
it  leaves  out  of  account  certain  fundamentally 
important  bearings  of  the  subject.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  in  any  community  "  the  book- 
reader  "  is  not  synonymous  with  the  entire 
population.  Some  of  the  population  are 
children  in  arms ;  some  have  never  learned  to 
read:  the  sight  of  some  who  have  learned 
has  failed ;  others  again  are  too  fully  occu- 
pied to  find  time  for  it;  others  find  thejr 
inclination  drawn  more  strongly  in  other  direc- 
tions ;  others  still  have  more  or  less  to  do 
with  reading,  yet  are  not,  in  the  strict  sense, 
"  book-readers."  Yet  we  shall  err  very  widely 
if  we  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  even  those 
who  do  not  personally  perform  the  role  of  the 
"  book-reader  "  do  nevertheless  benefit  by  the 
existence  of  the  library,  by  proxy.  The  young 
child  is  read  to,  by  his  mother :  or  is  cared  for 
by  her,  by  methods  learned  through  her  use 
of  books.  The  busy  "captain  of  industry," 
whose  large  profits  are  due  to  a  skillful  appli- 
cation of  scientific  principles,  may  find  his 
own  time  so  closely  occupied  by  details  of 
administration  that,  personally,  he  seldom 
opens  the  treatises  which  bear  upon  the  sub- 
ject, but  he  has  under  him  a  staff  of  men 
whom  he  expects  to  keep  abreast  of  the  ever 
unfolding  science,  by  the  consultation  not 
only  of  such  works  as  private  ownership  may 
provide,  but  the  more  nearly  complete  collec- 
tion in  a  great  public  library. 

This  principle  of  "  community  of  interest " 
and  interdependence  has  an  even  wider  bear- 
ing; for  it  applies  not  only  to  the  family  and 
the  business  firm,  but  to  the  community  as  a 
whole.  A  public  library  report  now  before 
the  writer  contains  several  instances  of  this 
kind.  Speaking  of  the  systematic  efforts 
made  to  build  up  an  approximately  complete 
collection  of  works  on  industrial  and  decora- 
tive subjects,  the  report  states  that  in  this 
way  "the  library  is  gradually  becoming  the 
possessor  of  a  scientifically  selected  set  of 
volumes  and  plates  which  cannot  fail  to  leave 
a  distinct  impress  on  the  character  of  the 
work  done  in  the  various  industries  of  the 


city."  Another  portion  of  the  same  report 
illustrates  the  direct  service  rendered  by 
such  an  institution  to  the  interests  of  the 
municipality.  To  quote  the  language  there 
used,  "  Instances  of  the  last  named,  both 
striking  and  tangible,  are  of  by  no  means 
exceptional  occurrence,  sometimes  an  appli- 
cation of  this  kind  being  presented  from 
more  than  one  city  official  on  the  same  day," 
the  foregoing  having  reference  to  the  city  in 
question.  "A  well-authenticated  instance," 
it  continues,  "  in  one  of  the  largest  cities  of 
the  country,  of  the  saving  of  a  sum  of  many 
thousand  dollars,  in  the  matter  of  a  contract, 
due  to  the  opportunity  for  consulting  the 
requisite  data  comprised  in  works  of  author- 
ity in  the  public  library  of  that  city,  is  but  an 
indication  of  the  possibilities  of  a  public 
library." 

It  is  fitting  that  where  funds  are  to  be 
appropriated,  collected  by  taxes  levied  on 
the  tax-paying  population,  there  should  be 
possible  so  tangible  a  presentation  as  the 
above,  of  the  direct  relation  of  the  institution 
^  supported,  to  the  question  of  "profit  and 
loss,"  as  affecting  those  who  are  taxed.  And 
yet  it  is  well  to  remember  that  it  is  as  true 
now  as  twenty  centuries  ago,  that  "  man  does 
not  live  by  bread  alone ;  "  and  that  the  public 
support  of  the  institutions  referred  to  can  be 
justified  by  other  arguments  than  that  of  the 
material  interests  just  cited. 

No  aspect  of  the  library's  operation  is  more 
full  of  interest  than  that  which  takes  account 
of  its  uplifting  influence.  The  analogy  be- 
tween its  service  and  that  of  the  postal 
system  has  been  noticed ;  but  it  has  a  no  less 
real  analogy  to  the  work  of  the  school,  the 
pulpit,  or  the  press  —  yet  without  the  propa- 
gandist principle  which  so  often  attaches  to 
these  latter  —  namely,  in  the  principle  of 
growth  or  advance.  In  the  earlier  i)ortion 
of  this  paper  a  little  space  was  devoted  to 
showing  that  in  the  nature  of  the  case  the 
number  of  copies  of  any  work  of  fiction  used 
in  the  course  of  a  year  would  immensely  out- 
number those  which  could  possibly  be  read 
in  the  more  solid  departments  of  reading. 
Even  were  the  constituency  of  the  library 
confined  to  a  selected  few,  to  whose  minds 
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the  higher  class  of  reading  was  congenial, 
this  would  be  the  case.  Nor  should  we 
forget  that  the  ground  of  distinction  between 
a  "public*'  library  and  any  other,  as  the 
library  of  a  scientific  society,  a  debating 
society,  a  theological  school,  or  a  teachers' 
club,  is  that  its  constituency  is  not  thus 
limited  to  a  selected  class,  but  is  broad  as 
humanity  itself,  with  all  its  enormous  inequal- 
ities of  condition,  taste,  and  mental  growth. 
Like  a  mirror,  therefore,  the  recorded  classi- 
fied circulation  reflects  this  variety.  Even 
with  this  apparently  almost  unmanageable  un- 
evenness,  appreciable  improvement  in  stand- 
ards of  reading  is  by  no  means  an  unknown 
experience.  There  lies  before  the  writer,  for 
instance,  a  library  report  which  is  able  to 
make  such  a  statement  as  this :  "  The  fiction 
percentages  of  the  seven  successive  years, 
beginning  with  1883  and  ending  with  1889, 
show  an  uninterrupted  decline,  as  follows: 
70-f ,  66+,  62-f ,  61 -f,  58-f ,  57+,  56+."  But 
it  must  be  remembered  also  that  figures  such 
as  these,  though  they  may  tell  a  part,  and  a 
very  gratifying  part,  of  the  advances  which 
individual  readers  have  been  helped  to  make, 
fall  very  far  short  of  expressing  the  whole. 
It  would  be  entirely  possible  for  individual 
after  individual  thus  to  advance  from  good  to 
better,  and  from  better  to  best,  and  yet  the 
figures  which  express  the  aggregate  use  of 
the  year  remain  stationary  (or  even  retro- 
grade), because  the  constituency  of  a  public 
library  (particularly  in  a  large  city)  is  all  the 
time  being  reinforced  by  new  readers.  And 
these  new  readers  comprise  both  those  who 
are  children  in  age  and  those  who  are  chil- 
dren in  mental  growth,  who  begin  at  the  foot. 
When,  therefore,  there  is  anything  more  than 
a  preserving  of  a  uniform  level — as  in  the 
noteworthy  figures  above  quoted  —  it  stands 
for  a  very  striking  advance  indeed,  on  the 
part  of  a  very  large  portion  of  the  community. 
Probably  every  librarian  in  charge  of  a  public 
library  in  a  large  city  has  had  an  opportunity 
of  observing  these  advances  in  innumerable 
individual  instances.  And  this  class  of  re- 
sults, while  distinctly  following  the  "order  of 
nature,"  does  not  by  any  means  come  about 
through  a  view  of  library  administration  which 


regards  either  books,  readers,  or  librarian  as 
inert  masses.  Much  of  it  is  the  result  of 
individual  interest  expressed  by  the  librarian 
in  some  reader,  whose  mind  receives  an 
awakening  impulse. 

More  than  one  well  authenticated  instance 
exists  of  an  individual  beginning  life  as  a 
newsboy  or  an  elevator-boy,  and  through  his 
use  of  a  public  library  finding  his  intellectual 
powers  unfolding  until  he  has  entered  one  of 
the  learned  professions.  The  relation  of  the 
library  system  to  the  school  system  opens  an 
almost  boundless  field  of  thought,  and  it  is  a 
fact  of  deep  significance  that  the  profound 
principle  involved  in  it,  after  having  engaged 
the  attention  of  English  and  American  libra- 
rians for  years,  has  been  recognized  in  the  edu- 
cational steps  recently  taken  by  the  government 
of  Japan,  where  the  two  systems  are  placed  on 
a  plane  of  equality.  In  the  experience  of  one 
of  the  American  libraries  already  referred  to, 
almost  the  chief  hope  of  the  library  for  the 
future  is  placed  upon  "a  class  of  readers," 
every  year  largely  increasing  in  numbers,  who 
comprise  the  "graduates  from  the  various 
institutions  of  learning"  in  the  city,  and 
whose  "lines  of  study  and  reading"  "may 
be  characterized  as  a  carrying  forward  of 
those  impulses  in  the  direction  of  right  read- 
ing which  were  received  in  school  and  col- 
lege." The  library  has  a  no  less  direct  rela- 
tion to  the  needs  and  ambitions  of  those  who 
have  received  the  invaluable  training  of  "  the 
practical  duties  of  the  world,"  to  use  Mr. 
O'Brien's  phrase,  and  it  responds  with  equal 
readiness  to  these.  There  is  concentrated  in 
the  contemptuous  phrase,  "  book-learning,"  a 
popular  judgment  of  condemnation  which  is 
for  the  most  part  just,  on  the  spurious  variety 
of  knowledge  which  knows  the  expression  of 
certain  principles  in  books,  but  knows  noth- 
ing of  their  practical  embodiment  in  the  life 
and  work  of  this  world.  We  are  glad  to  ob- 
serve that  Mr.  O'Brien's  antipathy  to  this 
pseudo-knowledge  is  almost  as  profound  as 
our  own,  but  his  expression  of  it  seems  singu- 
larly out  of  place  in  a  philippic  against  public 
libraries ;  for  one  will  seek  far  before  finding 
an  institution  more  perfectly  suited  to  be  a 
corrective  of  such  a  tendency  than  the  mod- 
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em  public  library.  Does  any  one  claim  that 
the  public  school  system  sometimes  has  an 
unfortunate  tendency  to  repress  individuality 
and  turn  out  a  set  of  pupils  of  uniform  mould  ? 
If  so,  the  public  library  supplies  a  means  of 
supplementing  and  complementing  this  uni- 
formity by  its  infinite  variety  and  universality, 
and  it  is  continually  doing  this,  indeed.  Does 
any  one  regret  that  the  school  system  at  its 
best  reaches  but  a  fraction  of  the  population, 
and  that  fraction  for  but  a  few  short  years  of 
their  life,  and  that  in  too  many  instances  there 
is  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  even  these  few, 
educated  in  the  schools,  to  conceive  of  their 
education  as  **  finished,"  and  allow  the  fabric 
to  become  hopelessly  ravelled?  If  so,  the 
public  library  stands  to  these  members  of  the 
community  in  an  almost  ideal  relation,  not  only 
fulfilling  very  perfectly  Mr.  Carlyle*s  charac- 
terization of  a  "  collection  of  books  "  as  "  the 
people's  university,"  but  in  the  peculiarly 
wide  range  shown  in  the  demands  made  upon 
it,  almost  as  properly  rendering  it  the  people's 
workshop,  or  laboratory. 

The  same  library  report  which  has  several 
times  been  cited  printed  several  years  since  a 
record  of  the  inquiries  made  on  specific  sub- 
jects during  a  single  month,  which  throws 
significant  light  upon  this  subject.  Another 
report  of  the  same  library  declares  that  "  few 
can  adequately  conceive  to  what  extent  the 
inquiries  made  at  the  library  have  become 
specialized,  and  require  trained  facility  and 
research  "  on  the  part  of  the  library  staff. 
The  library  thus  becomes  a  laboratory,  in 
which  the  reader  gains  not  only  the  specific 
information,  but  the  method. 

An  observation  of  popular  movements  in 
their  relation  to  political  or  economic  princi- 
ples reveals  few  facts  so  plainly  as  that  an 
almost  insuperable  narrowness  of  view  is,  in 
much  the  greater  number  of  instances,  the 
barrier  to  advance  in  those  questions  decided 
mainly  by  the  popular  voice.  Why  then 
should  any  one  wish  to  perpetuate  the  condi- 
tions which  make  this  possible?  In  Mr. 
O'Brien's  view  the  workingman,  —  and  we 
ought  not  to  forget  how  large  a  percentage  of 
the  community  this  word  "  workingman " 
represents,  both  in  England  and  America, — 


will  be  a  fortunate  man  when  the  contents  of 
free  libraries  are  no  longer  rendered  every- 
where accessible  to  him  by  public  support, 
for  then  the  workingmen  "  for  one  *  penny  * 
can  buy  their  favorite  newspaper,  which  can 
be  carried  in  the  pocket  and  read  at  any 
time!"  It  is  well  nigh  incredible  that  an 
ideal  such  as  this  should  be  looked  forward 
to  by  thinking  men.  Whatever  may  be  the 
fact  in  regard  to  the  workingmen  of  Great 
Britain, —  and  Mr.  O'Brien  of  course  knows 
them  better  than  we  do, —  it  may  confidently 
be  asserted  that  the  American  workingman 
would  strike  no  such  false  note.  Mr.  Lowell 
in  one  of  his  admirable  orations  quotes  from 
a  Wallachian  legend  of  a  peasant  who  was 
"  taken  up  into  heaven "  and  offered  his 
choice  among  the  objects  to  be  seen  there. 
He  chose  a  half  worn-out  bagpipe,  and  with 
this  returned  to  the  earth.  "  With  an  infinite 
possibility  within  his  reach,  with  the  choice 
of  wisdom,  of  power,  of  beauty,  at  his 
tongue's  end,  he  asked  according  to  his  kind, 
and  his  sordid  wish  is  answered  with  a  gift 
as  sordid."  The  newspaper  is  well  enough 
in  its  way, —  even  a  "penny  newspaper," — 
but  to  condemn  whole  masses  of  the  popula- 
tion to  limit  themselves  to  this,  is  to  incur 
the  condemnation  of  Mr.  Lowell's  fine  scorn 
when,  in  another  portion  of  the  oration  just 
referred  to,  he  says :  "  It  is  we  who,  while  we 
might  each  in  his  humble  way  be  helping  our 
fellows  into  the  right  path,'  or  adding  one 
block  to  the  climbing  spire  of  a  fine  soul,  are 
willing  to  become  mere  sponges  saturated 
from  the  stagnant  goose-pond  of  village  gos- 
sip." It  is  more.  It  is  to  help  develop  a 
community  from  whom  in  the  end  every 
spark  of  uplifting  influence  shall  have  van- 
ished. Does  any  one  say  that  this  is  a  result 
impossible  of  attainment  by  any  people  ? 
The  scientifically  true,  yet  brutally  summary 
record  given  by  the  distinguished  European 
savant,  Elis^e  Reclus,  of  a  certain  European 
stock  which  has  found  and  occupied  virgin 
soil  in  the  South  of  Africa,  is  a  sufficient 
answer.  "  In  general,"  he  says,  "  the  Boers 
despise  everything  that  does  not  contribute 
directly  to  the  material  prosperity  of  the  fam- 
ily group.    They  ignore  music,  the  arts,  liter- 
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ature,  all  refining  influences,  and  find  little 
pleasure  in  anything,"  except  stolid  amassing 
of  wealth. 

A  few  additional  points  remain  to  be  noted. 
It  is  an  entirely  pertinent  question  whether 
every  public  library  in  England  and  America 
improves  its  high  privilege,  uses  to  the  full 
the  peculiar  opportunities  open  to  it,  places 
itself  in  close  communication  with  the  pub- 
lic school  system,  with  the  university  exten- 
sion movement,  and  with  the  influences  con- 
tinually at  work  in  industrial  and  artistic 
development.  And  we  need  not  hesitate  to 
answer  in  the  negative.  Yet  the  significant 
fact  is,  that  everywhere  the  tendency  is  in 
this  direction  with  a  stronger  and  stronger 
momentum.  The  advance  made  in  this  coun- 
try, within  the  last  decade  even,  in  this  direc- 
tion, is  among  the  most  striking  phenomena 
of  the  time ;  and  no  less  striking  is  the  almost 
overwhelming  percentage  of  the  body  of  libra- 
rians in  this  country  whose  entrance  upon  the 
work  from  a  deep-seated  love  for  it,  rather 
than  as  furnishing  a  means  of  livelihood,  sup- 
plies one  of  the  strongest  guarantees  against 
the  invasion  of  the  perfunctory  spirit  in  the 
future.  Again,  it  is  equally  pertinent  to  ask 
whether,  granted  that  the  benefits  of  such  an 
institution  as  the  public  library  are  unques- 
tioned, dependence  may  not  be  placed  on 
funds  entirely  unconnected  with  those  of  the 
public,  for  its*  support.  It  would  ill  become 
the  citizen  of  a  country  where  private  munifi- 
cence has  accomplished  so  much  in  channels 
of  public  spirit,  to  overlook  these  noble 
memorials  of  enlightened  private  action.  Yet 
it  remains  true,  nevertheless,  that  were 
dependence  to  be  placed  on  these  alone,  a 
map  of  the  country  on  which  public  libraries 
should  be  dotted  down  would  show  as  partial 
and  inadequate  a  supply  furnished  to  the  com- 
munity, as  the  very  instructive  "annual  rain- 
fall map  "  published  by  the  government  shows 
in  the  matter  of  rain.  What  we  are  accus- 
tomed, in  the  eastern  portion  of  this  country, 
to  consider  the  rain  —  in  its  universal  benefi- 
cent service  and  in  its  indispensableness — 
that  also  is  to  be  associated  with  the  "  reser- 
voirs "  comprised  in  these  public  collections 
of  books.    For,  after  all,  valuable  as  are  the 


books  themselves,  even  in  their  material 
aspect,  as  pieces  of  handiwork,  still  more  in 
the  specific  items  of  information  and  admoni- 
tion contained  in  them,  yet  in  the  deeper  view 
these  are  but  symbols  of  their  real  signifi- 
cance and  service.  To  place  one's  self  in 
communication  with  them,  as  contained  in 
these  libraries,  is  to  bring  ourselves  in  con- 
tact with  the  stored-up  thought  of  the  v^ov\& 
thus  far.  We  have  just  adverted  to  the  fun- 
damental bearing  which  this  has  upon  the 
deeper  or  spiritual  side  of  man's  life.  But 
the  two-sided  character  of  these  collections 
of  books  follows  us  even  here,  for  their  indis- 
pensableness in  the  material  point  of  view  is 
almost  as  striking,  and  this,  not  only  whether 
we  consider  the  statesman  planning  measures 
of  public  weal,  while  neglecting  to  inform 
himself  of  the  recorded  conditions  which 
necessarily  must  determine  such  measures ; 
or  whether  it  be  the  inventor  spending  long 
years  of  his  too  brief  life  in  perfecting  a 
machine  which  his  consultation  of  the  recorded 
patents  would  have  shown  him  some  one  else 
had  anticipated  him  in  thinking  out;  or 
whether  it  be  the  day  laborer  submitting  with- 
out an  effort  to  violations  of  his  rights,  which 
a  single  glance  at  the  recorded  statutes  would 
have  shown  him  he  had  a  remedy  for. 

How  like  all  this  is  to  the  supposed  state 
of  things  which  one  of  the  most  suggestive 
writers  of  our  day  has  thus  expressed :  "  Our 
early  voyagers  are  dead :  not  a  plank  remains 
of  the  old  ships  that  first  essayed  unknown 
waters ;  the  sea  retains  no  track ;  and  were  it 
not  for  the  history  of  these  voyages  contained 
in  charts,  in  chronicles,  in  hoarded  lore  of  all 
kinds,  each  voyager,  though  he  were  to  start 
with  all  the  aids  of  advanced  civilization," 
would  be  in  the  helpless  position  of  the  earli- 
est voyager. 

Once  more,  each  reader  of  the  strongly 
written  book  which  we  have  been  con- 
sidering should  ask  the  question  for  him- 
self, whether  all  of  the  various  propositions 
maintained  therein  necessarily  stand  or  fall 
together.  Because  the  compiler  has  chosen 
to  bracket  together  two  such  headings  as 
"  Free  libraries  "  and  "  The  state  and  electri- 
cal distribution,"  it  certainly  does  not  follow 
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that  the  argument  which  carries  conviction  in 
the  one  case  must  in  the  other  also.  We  shall 
not  be  suspected  of  having  our  judgment  in 
this  regard  swayed  by  the  natural  weakness 
with  which,  to  use  Mr.  O'Brien's  illustration, 
the  shoemaker  is  inclined  to  think  that  "  there 
is  nothing  like  leather,"  if  we  suggest,  what 
the  public  at  large  in  this  country  is  very 
plainly  persuaded  of,  that,  for  one  person  who 
has  appreciated  the  need  for  public  action  in 
the  latter  case  there  are  thousands  in  the 
former.  The  writer  lives  in  a  city  in  which 
for  more  than  eleven  years  the  public  library 
was  administered  by  funds  not  in  the  least 
degree  derived  from  municipal  appropriations. 
Yet  the  character  of  its  service  to  the  public 
had  so  widely  impressed  itself  upon  the  com- 
munity that,  largely  from  sources  outside  of 
the  library  board,  a  movement  arose  for  recog- 
nizing the  closeness  of  the  relation,  by  public 
support.  A  report  by  a  committee  of  the  city 
government,  recommending  this  course,  signi- 
ficantly declares:  "Your  committee  are  unani- 
mously of  the  opinion  that  this  public  library, 
already  existing  in  the  city,  is  a  useful  and  a 
necessary  adjunct  to  the  educational  system 
sustained  by  the  city  in  its  public  schools,  and 
properly  appeals  to  the  treasury  for  an  appro- 
priation towards  its  support."  After  eleven 
years'  opportunity  for  observation  and  com- 
parison, such  a  judgment  as  this  has  the 
merit  of  deliberation  and  conviction. 

It  is  true  that  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the 
considerations  which  lead  the  present  writer 
to  find  Mr.  O'Brien's  view  untenable  are 
drawn  from  observation  and  experience  of 
conditions  existing  in  this  country.  Yet  it  is 
to  be  noted  that  his  position  is  also  contested, 
so  far  as  Great  Britain  is  concerned,  by  an 
article  in  the  March  number  of  The  Library 
(of  London),  which  shows,  not  only  that  our 
English  cousins  are  fully  able  to  take  care  of 
themselves,  but  also  that  on  many  of  the 
questions  of  fact,  about  which  his  arguments 
turn,  he  is  painfully  wide  of  the  mark.  Few 
students  of  social  conditions  have  left  so  note- 


worthy an  impress  on  contemporary  thought 
as  the  late  William  Stanley  Jevons.  Of  the 
free  public  library  he  held  a  view  radically 
opposed  to  that  of  Mr.  O'Brien,  believing  it 
to  be  "an  engine  for  operating  upon"  the 
community,  in  ways  at  once  protective  and 
ennobling.  As  to  the  universality  of  its  benef- 
icent service,  he  was  equally  convinced, 
declaring  not  only  that  "free  libraries  are 
engines  for  creating  the  habit  and  power  of 
enjoying  high-class  literature,  and  thus  carry- 
ing forward  the  work  of  civilization  which  is 
commenced  in  the  primary  school,"*  but  also 
that  they  are  "  classed  with  town  halls,  police 
courts,  prisons,  and  poor-houses,  as  neces- 
sary adjuncts  of  our  stage  of  civilization."  f 
The  experience  of  one  community  or  one 
nation  is  repeatedly  serviceable  to  another; 
but,  after  all,  it  is  the  local  conditions  which 
must  finally  determine  in  any  case.  Even 
if  a  different  conclusion  were  to  be  reached 
in  this  matter  in  Great  Britain,  it  would  still 
remain  true  that  for  us  in  America  it  is  one 
of  the  highest  duties  of  self-preservation  to 
keep  alive  the  uplifting  influences  represented 
in  the  public  support  of  these  institutions. 
The  future  of  this  country,  even  more  than 
its  past,  will  be  irrevocably  committed  to  the 
democratic  principle  in  government.  As  is 
the  people  —  in  the  widest  sense  of  the  word 
—  so  will  be  the  national  life  and  character. 
In  the  future,  even  more  than  in  the  past, 
crudity,  narrowness,  well-meaning  ignorance, 
and  low  standards  of  taste  and  ethics  will, 
unless  met  with  corrective  tendencies,  color 
our  national  life.  The  public  school  and  the 
public  library — "instruments  equal  in  power 
to  the  Dionysiac  theatre,  and  vastly  greater 
in  their  range  of  power,"  t  to  quote  the  lan- 
guage of  one  of  the  most  thoughtful  of  our 
men  of  letters  —  will  stand  more  and  more, 
in  our  American  communities,  as  such  cor- 
rective tendencies. 

•  CtmUmporary  rtview^  v.  39,  p.  388. 

t  Ibid,  V.  39,  p.  385. 

}  Geonce  Edward  Woodberry,  in  the  Fortnightly  review, 
T.  35,  p.  615. 
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IMPRESSIONS   IN   FOREIGN   LIBRARIES. 


BY  MARY   S.  CUTLER,  VICE-DIRECTOR  OF  THE   LIBRARY   SCHOOL. 


ID  Y  the  beautiful  law  of  compensation  which 
rules  the  universe  one  is  continually  los- 
ing a  certain  good  only  to  gain  another,  it 
may  be  more  or  less  desirable.  In  giving  up 
reluctantly,  for  the  first  time  since  my  con" 
nection  with  library  work,  the  annual  gather- 
ing of  librarians  at  home,  it  was  my  good 
fortune  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  L.  A.  U* 
K.  in  Nottingham  and  to  see  the  interior 
workings  of  a  few  English  and  French 
libraries. 

I  readily  assented  to  the  request  of  our 
president  that  I  should  send  for  the  con- 
ference a  little  account  of  my  library  obser- 
vations on  this  side,  as  it  furnished  an  excel- 
lent excuse  for  stealing  the  time  from  sight- 
seeing to  clarify  my  ideas  by  expressing 
them.  I  shall  attempt  no  Gradgrind  exhibi- 
tion of  facts,  only  a  record  of  impressions, 
realizing  well  that  quite  unconsciously  I  may 
be  giving  a  false  coloring. 

In  the  quaint  old  town  of  Canterbury 
where  I  lingered  for  several  days,  the  cem- 
etery was  pointed  out  by  a  cab  driver  with 
the  remark  that  in  this  half  lay  the  church- 
men and  on  the  other  side  nonconformists. 
Quite  hastily  but  perhaps  naturally  I  rushed 
to  the  concliiusion  that  this  was  a  usual 
separation,  and  was  indulging  in  some  unchar- 
itable reflections,  when  the  driver  quietly 
added  that  this  was  the  only  churchyard  of 
the  kind  he  had  ever  seen.  Now  it  is  quite 
possible  that  I  may  more  than  once  mistake 
the  exception  for  the  common  custom,  thus 
doing  injustice  to  those  who  so  kindly  re- 
ceived me.  My  only  comfort  will  be  that 
others  far  wiser  have  done  likewise.  I  was 
accompanied  by  Miss  Ada  Bunnell,  a  recent 
graduate  of  the  Library  School,  whose  intel- 
ligent interest  added  much  to  my  pleasure  in 
making  these  visits. 

I  was  provided  with  a  general  letter  of  in- 
troduction from  Mr.  Dewey,  which  opened  all 
doors  and  secured  a  most  generous  welcome. 
The  whole  management  of  the  library  was 


set  forth,  and  my  desire  for  samples  of  blanks, 
etc.,  for  the  Library  School  collection  was 
many  times  anticipated.  Even  in  those  few 
cases  where  I  did  not  make  myself  known, 
but  showed  my  interest  by  questions,  my  re- 
ception was  most  kind.  (Were  it  not  ungra- 
cious to  single  out  individual  names  when  all 
were  so  kind,  I  would  mention  Mr.  Jenkinson, 
the  librarian  of  Cambridge  University  library ; 
Mr.  Borrajo,  sub-librarian  of  the  Guildhall; 
and  Monsieur  Ruelle  of  St.  Genevieve,  Paris, 
who  showed  us  special  favor.  With  the  lat- 
ter we  conversed  through  the  media  of  written 
English  on  our  part,  and  on  his,  a  slow  and 
laborious  speech,  but  it  only  served  to  accent- 
uate our  hearty  welcome  from  this  most 
delightful  old  gentleman.  I  am  quite  safe  in 
being  personal,  since  Vol.  i  No.  i  is  the  only 
copy  of  the  Library  journal  in  the  St.  Gene- 
vieve.) From  Miss  James,  a  not  unworthy 
namesake  of  our  own  beloved  fellow-worker, 
I  received  in  advance  a  pleasant  invitation  to 
the  People^s  palace  library,  of  which  she  is 
librarian. 

In  Paris  I  presented  my  letter  at  the 
American  legation  and  received  an  introduc- 
tion from  the  Hon.  Whitelaw  Reid  to  the 
director  of  the  Biblioth^que  Nationale.  There 
we  were  put  in  charge  of  Monsieur  Havet,  the 
keeper  of  printed  books,  and  later  of  the 
keeper  of  manuscripts,  both  speaking  English 
fluently.  The  French  secretary  of  the  Ameri- 
can minister  asked  if  I  were  the  author  of  the 
"  American  system  of  cataloging,"  and  I  was 
forced  to  reply  that  I  could  only  claim  a  simL 
larity  in  name  and  the  honor  of  an  acquain- 
tance with  my  distinguished  compatriot. 

Dr.  Gamett,  whom  I  expected  to  see  where 
he  used  to  sit  in  the  centre  of  the  great  circu- 
lar reading  room  of  the  British  Museum  like 
a  spider  in  his  web,  I  found  instead  in  a  pri- 
vate office  reached  by  an  electric  button  pressed 
in  an  inconspicuous  part  of  the  King's  library, 
having  been  recently  promoted  to  the  head- 
ship of  the  department  of  printed  books.    The 
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only  library  which  we  did  not  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  see  as  we  wished  was  the  Cathedral 
library  of  St.  Paul's  in  London.  This  was 
reached  by  paying  sixpence  and  climbing  a 
laborious  flight  of  circular  stairs.  A  few 
curious  books  lay  under  a  glass  case  in  the 
centre  of  the  room,  while  the  rest  were  shut 
from  public  gaze  by  a  railing.  The  librarian 
was  not  there,  and  the  "care  taker*'  assured 
us  that  it  was  quite  impossible  for  us  to  pass 
within  the  gates.  We  did  not  press  the  mat- 
ter when  he  insisted  that  it  would  endanger 
his  position  if  he  were  to  let  us  inside,  think- 
ing our  probable  gain  too  small  to  justify  the 
slightest  risk.  The  Cathedral  libraries  of 
England  are  valuable  collections,  but  seem  to 
be  little  used. 

It  is  hard  to  describe  the  peculiar  pleasure 
of  seeing  for  myself  the  two  largest  libraries 
in  the  world  and  the  libraries  of  the  great 
English  universities.  It  was  my  good  fortune 
to  enter  the  British  Museum  and  the  Bodleian 
many  times  as  a  reader. 

Can  any  one  enjoy  so  thoroughly  as  a  libra- 
rian the  luxury  of  solid  hours  of  reading  in  a 
great  library?  The  charms  of  Canterbury, 
Oxford,  Westminster,  and  the  Inner  Temple 
were  enhanced  a  hundred-fold  when  interpreted 
by  Stanley,  Matthew  Arnold,  Irving,  Haw- 
thorne, and  Lamb. 

REFERENCE   LIBRARIES. 

There  is  one  striking  characteristic  of  all 
the  reference  libraries  which  we  have  visited ; 
namely,  the  reading-rooms  are  treated  as 
work-rooms  and  are  invariably  kept  free  from 
the  inroads  of  mere  curious  sight-seers. 

In  the  Biblioth^que  Nationale  there  is  pos- 
itively no  admittance  to  this  class.  In  the 
British  Museum,  a  visitor  by  giving  his  name 
receives  a  ticket  which  admits  him  with  a 
guard  just  inside  the  door  of  the  reading-room 
long  enough  for  a  birdVeye  view.  Oxford 
and  Cambridge  admit  only  when  the  visitor 
is  accompanied  by  a  fellow  in  academic  dress. 
At  the  South  Kensington  Museum  the  Art 
library,  the  Science  and  education  libraries, 
and  the  Dyce  and  Foster  collections,  require 
a  ticket.  A  sixpence  entitles  students  to 
the  use  of  all  the  libraries  for  a  week,  a  mere 


nominal  fee  which  secures  exemption  from 
the  thousands  of  visitors  frequenting  this 
marvelous  museum.  All  these  libraries  rec- 
ognize the  distinction,  which  I  believe  is  an 
essential  one,  between  the  reading-room,  a 
place  for  study,  and  the  show-rooms,  where 
rare  and  curious  books,  handsome  bindings, 
and  fine  prints  are  exhibited.  Do  not 
some  of  our  American  libraries,  well  known 
for  their  wise  and  efiEective  administration, 
weaken  their  influence  by  subjecting  readers 
to  the  distractions  of  a  curious  mob,  under 
the  specious  plea  that  a  free  library  must  be 
open  to  all  who  come  ?  If  actual  restriction 
is  inexpedient,  certain  hours  or  days  could  be 
arranged  for  sight-seers  which  the  real 
student  would  soon  learn  to  avoid. 

The  British  Museum  was  phenomenally 
quiet.  I  spent  many  half  days  there,  and 
although  there  are  no  signs  exhorting  to  silence 
oftentimes  the  subdued  rustling  of  leaves 
would  be  the  only  audible  sign  that  the  great 
room  was  filled. 

It  is  with  profound  sorrow  that  I  record — the 
reference  libraries  of  the  old  world,  like  those 
of  the  new,  are  not  free  from  those  two  foes 
of  serious  study,  the  reader  who  talks  and  the 
librarian  who  talks.  « 

The  University  library  at  Cambridge  is  a 
notable  example  of  the  utmost  freedom  in 
using  the  shelves.  With  the  exception  of 
incunabula,  manuscripts  and  certain  others  of 
special  value  or  rarity,  the  books  stand  un- 
guarded on  the  open  shelves,  inviting  use 
from  every  reader.  The  other  libraries  ex- 
pose a  fine  collection  of  reference  books,  but 
carefully  guard  the  great  mass  of  their 
treasures. 

The  short  hours  of  opening,  of  which  Mr. 
Richardson  complains  so  bitterly  in  his  ac- 
counts of  continental  libraries,  seem  not  to 
be  a  vice  of  English  or  Parisian  libraries. 
The  British  Museum,  being  now  lighted  by 
electricity,  is  open  except  in  the  summer 
months  from  9  A.  m.  till  8  p.  m.  The  modern 
department  of  the  Bodleian  contained  in  the 
RadclifiEe  building  is  open  from  10  to  10,  the 
old  library  from  9  to  3,  4,  or  5,  varying  with 
the  season  and  the  natural  light.  The  St. 
Genevieve    in    Paris       from  11 -4  and  6-10. 
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Ladies  are  not  admitted  in  the  evening.  If  I 
mistake  not  these  hours  compare  favoraUj 
with  those  of  American  reference  libraries. 

One  serious  obstacle  to  the  pleasures  of 
research  is  the  time  spent  in  waiting  for  books. 
Mj  own  experience  is  that  one  waits  on  an 
average  forty  minutes  at  the  British  Museum. 
I  am  told  that  at  the  Guildhall  one  can  se- 
cure any  book  at  five  minutes'  notice,  but  I 
did  not  have  the  pleasure  of  verifying  the 
statement  by  reading  in  that  new  and  hand- 
some halL 

The  Bodleian,  in  which  I  am  now  writing, 
has  by  fcu-  the  most  attractive  interior.  The 
charm  of  the  university  life  hangs  about  the 
beautiful  roof,  the  red-gowned  portraits,  the 
broad  alcoves,  and  the  ivy-circled  windows ; 
and  the  spirit  of  "  peace,  beauty,  and  leisure  ** 
wraps  it  about  like  a  garment 

FREE   LIBRARIES. 

The  free  library  movement  in  Great  Britain, 
dating  from  1850,  when  Mr.  Ewart  put  through 
Parliament  the  Public  Libraries  Act,  has  made 
most  rapid  progress  within  a  few  years.  Like 
our  own  countr}-,  the  metropolis  is  far  behind 
the  large  towns  in  pro^-iding  library  privileges, 
bm  it  is  rapidly  coming  to  the  front.  A  pe- 
culiarity of  many  library  buildings  in  London 
is  that  they  are  provided  with  a  residence  for 
the  librarian. 

I  saw  no  covered  books,  and  to  my  surprise, 
even  in  the  smaller  libraries  it  was  not  un- 
common to  find  the  call  numbers  gilded  on 
the  backs.  In  a  majority  of  these  libraries 
readers'  tickets  are  issued  to  rate-payers  and 
their  families.  All  others  must  secure  a  rate- 
payer as  guarantee,  or  deposit  a  sum  of  money, 
usually  IDS.  A  delivery  room  with  stack  ad- 
joining, a  news  room  for  daily  and  weekly, 
papers,  and  a  reference  department,  contain- 
ing also  the  monthlies,  are  regular  features. 
A  boys'  room  is  carried  on  at  .Manchester 
and  at  Chelsea  with  most  gratifying  results, 

1  was  able  to  visit  only  two  of  the  Urge 
public  libraries,  Birmingham  and  Nottingham ; 
these  are  doing  a  magnificent  work.  The 
Nottingham  library,  under  Mr.  J.  Potter  Bris- 
coe, has  a  central  library  and  11  branches, 
one  of  them  a  children's  library.    It  contains 


69,000  volumes  in  all,  issues  433/xx>  books 
yearly,  and  has  an  attendance  of  1,790,000,  a 
daily  average  attendance  of  6,00a 

CATAIjOGS  AMD  CXASSIFICATION. 

The  British  Museum  form  of  catalog  is 
almost  universal  in  England.  It  may  be  seen 
in  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of 
New  York,  and  so  far  as  I  know  in  no 
other  place  in  America.  It  consists  of 
large  blank  folio  volumes  provided  at  inter- 
vals with  guards  like  a  scrap  book.  The 
catalog  slips,  either  printed  or  written  on  thin 
paper,  are  pasted  by  two  edges  upon  the  book, 
and  when  a  rearrangement  is  necessary,  are 
^  lifted  **  by  a  paper  knife  and  remounted 
to  make  room  for  new  slips.  In  the  Bodleian 
library  this  is  done  very  deftly  and  rapidly  by 
boys.  It  is  quite  obvious  that  it  involves 
more  labor  than  the  slipping  of  cards  once  for 
aU  into  a  drawer.  On  the  other  hand  dupli- 
cating processes  can  be  used  with  thin  slips. 
The  two  methods  are  about  equally  bulky 
(see  Library  iu»t€s  i  :  179-195X  Of  course 
the  argument  for  this  form  is  the  greater  ease 
of  running  the  eye  over  a  printed  page  than 
of  handling  cards  in  a  drawer. 

On  trial  the  book  form  seemed  very  conve- 
nient, except  in  the  case  of  voluminous 
authors,  where  the  American  card  catalog  has 
a  decided  advantage  if  properly  provided  with 
guides.  Many  pages  of  the  book  must  be 
scanned  for  a  particular  entry,  like  Gdthe ; 
whereas  the  special  guide-cards  for  Collected 
works,  Bic^^raphy,  Criticism,  or  the  colored 
cards  used  in  some  libraries,  attract  notice 
instantly. 

At  the  L^niversity  library  in  Cambridge  an 
ingenious  device  does  away  with  some  objec- 
tions to  the  book  form.  The  sheets  are  not 
regularly  bound,  but  are  Uced  into  the  covers 
by  pieces  of  cat-gut  which  pass  above  the  mid- 
dle of  each  signature  and  are  knotted  on  the 
ouside  ot  the  co\-er  at  top  and  bottom.  This 
secures  greater  tlexibility,  and  subjects  or 
letters  nuy  be  passed  from  one  cover  to  an- 
other as  the  catalog  grows. 

In  some  ot  the  free  libraries  card  catalogs 
are  used.  At  the  St.  Martinis  free  library, 
London,  the  books  are  cataloged  on  the  type- 
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writer,  with  two  or  three  duplicate  copies 
which  are  pasted  neatly  on  cards  with  very 
good  effect.  In  the  Biblioth^que  Nationale 
the  public  use  for  accessions  since  1882  a 
catalog  similar  to  the  Leyden  catalog,  a  de- 
scription of  which  was  read  by  Mr.  Cutter  at 
the  Lake  George  meeting  (see  Library  jour- 
nal \o\  206-8).  Substantially  the  same  form  is 
used  also  in  the  Society  Library,  New  York, 
and  is  now  being  tried  in  Harvard  College. 
The  French  catalog  differs  in  having  three 
rows  of  cards  instead  of  one.  The  official 
catalog  is  on  cards,  in  drawers  upon  the  wall, 
like  the  plan  adopted  for  the  New  York  State 
library.  The  Bonnange  catalog  cards,  con- 
sisting of  cards  with  cloth  hinges,  the  lower 
parts  clamped  together  in  a  box,  were  on  sale 
at  the  **  Library  Bureau  "  in  Paris,  but  I  did 
not  see  them  in  use.  For  description  see 
^^  Public  libraries  in  the  United  States^'*  pt.  i, 
p.  558-60. 

Great  saving  of  time  and  legibility  is  secured 
in  many  libraries  by  cutting  up  printed  cata- 
logs and  regular  lists  of  accessions,  and 
mounting  them  for  the  public  catalog.  Some 
American  libraries  with  limited  funds,  and 
nearly  all  place  themselves  in  that  category, 
might  profitably  learn  this  lesson  in  economy. 
What  is  lost  in  beauty  is  gained  in  legibility, 
and  uniformity  is  sacrificed  for  the  sake  of 
practical  utility.  There  is  great  danger  of  re- 
garding the  catalog  too  much  as  a  work  of 
art  instead  of  a  key  to  the  contents  of  the 
library,  and  of  wasting  upon  its  elaboration 
time,  and  therefore  money,  which  could  be 
better  employed  in  the  purchase  of  books,  or 
if  that  is  too  trite  a  statement,  in  paying 
higher  salaries.  The  European  method  re- 
minds me  of  the  plan  in  use  at  the  St.  Louis 
public  library,  of  mounting  titles  from  the 
Publishers*  weekly  for  order  lists  and  catalogs. 
It  is  a  most  practical  method  of  utilizing  ma- 
terial already  in  print,  and  I  wonder  it  is  not 
more  widely  followed. 

There  are  few  striking  variations  in  catalog- 
ing entries.  It  was  a  comfort  to  find  George 
Eliot's  works  under  that  name  in  the  British 
Museum  catalog,  but  I  felt  like  grumbling, 
when  looking  for  the  Library  journal  ym^tr  the 
title,  to  be  referred  to  "  Periodical  publications, 


New  York."  In  like  manner  the  Proceedings 
of  the  L.  A.  U.  K.  must  be  sought  under 
"academies." 

Classification  is  a  subject  which  has  appar- 
ently received  much  less  attention  than  with 
us.  Most  libraries  which  we  visited  are  clas- 
sified roughly  on  the  shelves,  the  public  libra- 
ries using  a  letter  to  denote  the  class,  then 
figures  in  accession  order.  The  Bodleian  li- 
brary is  the  only  example  which  we  found  of  a 
library  closely  classified  on  the  shelves.  The 
catalog  is  classed  and  arranged  numerically. 
At  the  Guildhall  library  there  is  a  classified 
card  catalog  on  the  decimal  system.  Subjects 
in  which  the  library  is  specially  rich,  e.  g.  Lon- 
don, are  further  subdivided.  The  class  num- 
bers are  utilized  only  for  the  arrangement  of 
cards,  and  the  press-marks  on  a  fixed  location 
are  added  for  use  till  they  can  get  time  to  re- 
arrange the  shelves.  The  sliding  book  press 
of  the  British  Museum,  by  which  the  book  ca- 
pacity is  trebled  (described  in  Library  notes, 
2 :  97-99)}  is  a  most  interesting  and  ingenious 
invention.  Though  so  heavily  loaded,  it  works 
with  perfect  ease. 

CHARGING  SYSTEMS. 

The  use  of  the  indicator  is  very  common  in 
circulating  libraries.  It  is  so  little  known  in 
America,  probably  owing  to  its  irial  and  re- 
jection by  Mr.  Winsor  in  the  Boston  public 
library,  that  a  slight  sketch  of  its  workings  is 
offered.  Each  book  in  the  circulating  depart- 
ment is  represented  at  the  charging  desk  by  a 
tiny  book  yxzjixji  cm.,  which  lies  in  a  pigeon 
hole  just  large  enough  to  contain  it.  Both 
ends  of  the  tiny  book  are  enclosed  by  a  stiff 
projection  bearing  the  call  number,  one  end 
being  red,  the  other  blue ;  one  color  meaning 
"in,"  the  other  "out."  The  reader  turns 
from  the  catalog  to  the  indicator,  till  he  finds 
by  the  color  towards  him  a  book  that  is  in, 
which  he  then  calls  for.  The  clerk  enters  in 
the  indicator  book  the  number  of  reader's 
card  and  date  of  issue,  and  lays  in  the  proper 
pigeon  hole  the  reader's  card  and  indicator 
book,  reversed  to  show  that  the  book  is  out. 
One  foot  of  counter  space  is  required  for  1,000 
numbers. 

This  is  Cotgreave's  indicator,  the  one  in 


52 


SAN  FRANC/SCO  CONFERENCE. 


most  common  use,  though  there  are  several 
variations.  In  some  libraries  the  indicator  is 
used  only  to  show  what  books  are  in,  as  in 
Birmingham,  where  a  burdensome  ledger  sys- 
tem is  combined  with  it,  and  in  the  Chelsea 
free  library,  where  a  card  system  is  used  simi- 
lar to  one  popular  in  the  United  States,  /'.  e. 
a  book  card  arranged  (i)  by  time,  (2)  by  call 
number.  In  the  latter  library  the  indicator  is 
used  only  for  fiction.  Indicators  as  a  system 
of  charging  impressed  me  as  inferior  to  the 
card  methods,  because  slower,  and  because 
failing  to  show  overdue  books  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.  Their  advantage  is  the  saving  of 
time  spent  by  our  method  in  looking  for  books 
already  loaned  to  other  readers.  The  use  of 
an  indicator  or  of  the  indicator  principle,  for 
the  class  fiction  combined  with  a  card  system 
of  charging,  is  worth  consideration  by  American 
librarians.  A  working  model  of  Cotgreave^s 
indicator,  containing  1,000  numbers,  will  be  in 
operation  at  the  Library  School  during  the 
coming  winter,  and  can  be  studied  there  by  any 
member  of  the  A.  L.  A.  A  sample  book  and 
card  will  be  shown  at  the  California  meeting. 
At  the  London  institution  a  subscription 
library  is  used,  a  most  ingenious  and  original 
system  invented  by  the  sublibrarian,  Mr. 
George  Parr.  It  is  a  card  system  by  which 
the  reader's  time  and  book  accounts  are  kept 
without  stamping  or  writing,  by  means  of 
arrangement,  color,  and  a  series  of  projections 
on  the  cards.  The  trays  are  a  perfect  Joseph's 
coat  of  contrasting  colors,  and  one  gains  an 
impression  of  extreme  intricacy,  but  great 
speed  is  claimed  for  it. 


BOOK-BINDINGS. 

Those  who  are  fond  of  handsome  bindings 
can  here  delight  their  eyes  in  the  most 
curious  and  costly  that  the  art  of  the  binder 
can  devise  or  the  purse  of  a  sovereign  com- 
mand. In  the  King's  library  at  the  British 
Museum,  which  is  now  open  on  alternate  eve- 
nings, and  in  the  manuscript  department  of 
the  Biblioth^que  Nationale,  are  the  finest  dis- 
plays. At  2^ehnsdorrs  handsome  show- 
rooms in  London  I  was  allowed  to  handle 
some  fine  specimens  of  modem  work.  Ex- 
actly what  a  Roxburghe  binding  is,  seems  to 
be  a  matter  of  dispute  and  uncertainty  among 
American  librarians,  and  since  Roxburghe  is 
distinctly  an  English  binding  and  Zaehnsdorf 
confessedly  the  best  binder  in  England,  his 
definition  is  worth  record.  Roxburghe  is  a 
leather-backed  book  with  lettering  in  a  panel, 
having  no  corners,  no  bands,  and  no  ornamen- 
tation. Cloth  sides  are  frequent  but  not  es- 
sential. The  kind  of  leather  makes  no  differ- 
ence. Mr.  Dewey  has  alluded  to  the  exhibi- 
tion of  artistic  book  bindings  at  Nottingham. 
It  contained  among  other  treasures  the  three 
by  Cobden-Sanderson,  which  were  pictured  in 
the  English  illustrated  magazine^  Jan.,  1891. 
They  were  especially  beautiful. 

Mr.  Dewey's  notice  of  the  L.  A.  U.  K. 
leaves  nothing  to  be  noted  except  the  absence 
of  women.  Miss  James  of  the  People's 
palace  and  three  American  delegates  were 
the  only  representatives  of  the  sex,  surely  a 
most  striking  contrast  to  the  San  Francisco 
meeting. 


TABULATED   REPORTS   OF   STATE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATIONS. 

BY   H.  E.   GREEN,   CATALOGER  IN   THE  BOSTON   ATHEN^UM. 


[In  arranging  these  reports  I  have  quoted 
the  words  of  the  respective  secretaries  as  far 
as  possible.  Some  needed  to  be  very  much 
condensed,  in  which  cases  I  had,  of  course,  to 
use  my  own  words.     H.  E.  G.] 

WHEN  AND  WHERE  ORGANIZED. 

Maine. —  Augusta,  March  19,  1891. 
N.  H. —  Fabyan's,  Sept.  12, 1890. 
Mass. —  Boston,  Nov.  13, 1890. 


Conn. —  New  Haven,  Feb.  23, 1891. 

N.  Y.  State. —  Albany,  July  11,  1890. 

N.  Y.  Lib.  Club.— Col.  Coll.,  N.  Y.,  June  18, 
1885. 

New  Jersey. —  Trenton,  Dec.  9,  1890. 

Penn. — An  attempt  made  to  form  an  association 
without  success. 

Wisconsin. —  Madison,  Feb.  11,  1891. 

Iowa. —  Des  Moines,  Sept  2,  1890. 

Michigan. —  Detroit,  Sept.  i,  1891. 
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NEED  OF  STATS  ASSOCIATION. 

Maine. —  For  arousing  an  interest  in,  and 
demonstrating  the  need  of,  libraries  in  small  towns. 

New  Hampshire. —  To  secure  cooperation 
among  libraries,  to  improve  methods  of  working ; 
to  encourage  the  establishment  of  new  libraries, 
and  render  those  already  established  more  useful 
as  a  means  of  education ;  to  facilitate  the  collection 
of  literature  relating  to  the  State,  and  promote  a 
more  economical  distribution  of  government 
documents. 

Mass. —  For  arousing  an  esprit  de  eorps  and  an 
interest  in  the  general  good  in  the  librarians  of 
town  libraries,  of  which  there  are  many. 

Conn. —  For  discussing  library  interests,  and 
promoting  the  formation  of  free  libraries,  of 
which  there  are  few. 

New  York  State. —  To  promote  library  inter- 
ests as  a  part  of  the  educational  system  of  the 
State  and  bring  New  York  abreast  of  other  States 
in  the  matter. 

N.  Y.  Lib.  Club. —  "For  knowledge  of  each 
other's  work  and  plans  and  for  cooperation.** — Mr. 
Dewey* s  letter^  L./.^  i88^t  /.  777. 

New  Jersey. —  To  improve  lines  of  work  by 
organization  and  cooperation. 

Penn. — 

Wisconsin. —  To  arouse  a  more  intelligent 
interest  and  enthusiasm  in  library  work,  and  to 
secure  the  establishment  of  additional  libraries. 

Iowa. —  Librarians  were  unacquainted  with 
each  other,  and  little  was  known  of  their  libraries 
outside  of  their  localities.  There  was  little  or  no 
indication  of  progress. 

Michigan. —  "  For  having  library  work  carried 
on  in  the  broadest,  most  progressive  way,  and  for 
the  help  that  a  State  organization  can  give  to 
librarians  who  cannot  attend  the  A.  L.  A.  meet- 
ings. **  —  Mr.  Utley's  address  at  first  meeting. 

WORK  ACCOMPLISHED. 

Maine. —  None  as  yet,  except  organization. 

N.  H. —  Organization. 

Mass. —  Many  members  drawn  in  who  have  not 
been  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  A.  L.  A.  meet- 
ings, and  some  interesting  questions  discussed  at 
the  three  meetings  which  have  already  been  held. 

Conn. —  Little  as  yet.  One  town  librarian  has 
been  induced  to  take  the  course  at  Mr.  Fletcher's 
summer  school  of  library  economy. 

N.  Y.  State.—  An  attempt  made  to  establish 
a  clearing-house  for  duplicates. 

N.  Y.  Library  Club.—  A  union  list  of  periodi- 
cals taken  in  libraries  represented  in  the  club 


compiled;  was  the  pioneer  of  local  library  asso- 
ciations. 

New  Jersey. —  Interest  awakened  in  A.  L.  A. 
Endowment  Fund.  Attention  called  to  Sonnen- 
schein's  "Best  Books.**  The  Library  School  and 
university  extension  brought  to  the  notice  of 
librarians.  Resolution  passed  that  the  N.  J.  L.  A. 
cordially  indorse  the  name  of  Hon.  T.  W.  Bick- 
nell  of  Boston  as  head  of  the  educational  exhibit 
at  the  Columbian  Exposition  at  Chicago. 

Wisconsin. —  No  special  results  as  yet;  has 
been  of  general  interest  among  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  the  State  in  its  purposes. 

Iowa. —  Librarians  are  no  longer  strangers  to 
one  another.  They  have  adopted  a  system  of 
annual  reports  to  the  State  librarian.  One  of 
their  number  has  visited  during  the  year  the  lead- 
ing libraries,  and  written  a  sketch  of  their  present 
condition. 

Michigan. —  Organization.  Papers  on  inter- 
esting topics  read  at  first  meeting. 

WORK  FOR  the  FUTURE. 

Maine. —  No  definite  plans  as  yet,  but  hope  to 
accomplbh  something  in  awakening  interest. 

N.  H. —  Committees  have  been  and  are  to  be 
appointed  to  work  up  the  bibliography  of  the 
State. 

Mass. —  Three  or  four  meetings  a  year  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  State,  with  a  subject  for  dis- 
cussion announced  in  advance,  and  a  short  address 
from  some  noted  speaker,  not  necessarily  on  the 
subject  under  discussion. 

Conn. —  Missionary  work  in  the  smaller  towns 
and  villages. 

N.  Y.  State. —  To  promote  cooperation  be- 
tween the  libraries  and  educational  institutions  of 
the  State,  and  the  passing  of  effectual  library  laws. 

N.  Y.  Lib.  Club. —  Publication  of  a  manual 
giving  comprehensive  information  in  regard  to 
libraries  in  the  dty  of  New  York  and  its  neighbor- 
hood ;  also  the  evolution  of  a  plan  whereby  the 
reference  work  done  by  certain  libraries,  especially 
on  special  topics  of  general  interest,  can  be  utilized 
in  other  libraries. 

N.  Jersey. —  Committee  to  draft  a  new  law 
relating  to  town  and  village  public  libraries  to  be 
presented  at  next  session  of  the  Legislature.  Dis- 
cussion of  the  distribution  of  State  documents. 
Rev.  T.  B.  Thompson  of  Trenton  to  explain  the 
object  and  scope  of  university  extension. 

Wisconsin. —  No  special  plan  as  yet 

Iowa. — To  examine  the  laws  relating  to  libra- 
ries and  suggest  improvements;  make  monthly 
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reports  on  an  agreed  plan.    To  seek  to  awaken 
the  public  to  a  new  interest  in  libraries. 
Michigan. —  No  plans  reported  as  yet. 

SPECIAL  FSATURKS. 

Maine. —  None. 

N.  H. —  Whatever  the  Association  accomplishes 
in  the  direction  of  a  N.  H.  bibliography  or  other 
transactions  of  a  permanent  value  or  interest  will 
be,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
incorporation,  collected  by  the  State  librarian, 
and  pablbhed  as  an  appendix  to  his  report  to  the 
Legislature. 

Mass. — An  objectionable  feature  of  this  club 
is  the  exclusion  of  every  one  not  directly  con- 
nected with  library  work  as  librarian,  assistant,  or 
trustee,  no  matter  how  deep  his  interest  in  the 
good  cause.* 

Conn. —  None. 

N.  Y.  State. — The  State  library  system,  ad- 
ministered through  State  officers. 

N.  Y.  Lib.  Club. —  [The  convivial  element 
appears  to  be  a  special  feature  of  this  club,  to 
judge  from  the  reports  of  teas  and  entertainments 
by  Messrs.  Bowker  and  Ford,  collations  at  Co- 
lumbia College,  etc]  The  club  not  confined  to 
New  York  city  or  State,  but  embraces  libraries  in 
the  city  and  vicinity. 

New  Jersey. —  None. 

Wisconsin. —  None. 

Michigan. —  None,  as  yet 

Iowa. —  Several  libraries  not  represented  at 
the  organization  meeting  sent  members  this  year, 
paying  their  expenses.  The  librarians  ask  for  a 
two  days*  session.  The  President  of  the  Associa- 
tion is  a  woman,  as  are  most  of  the  officers. 

number  of  members. 

Maine. —  21. 

N.  H. —  60  ?    [The  Secretary  says  a^im/  60.] 

Mass. — 143. 

Conn.—  50. 

N.  Y.  State.— 

N.  Y.  Lib.  Club.— 121. 

New  Jersey. —  60. 

Wisconsin. —  29. 

Iowa. —  23. 

Michigan. — 37. 

interest  taken   by   librarians    and    out- 
SIDERS. 

Maine. —  Interest  very  slight,  as  shown  by 
membership. 

*This  misUike  was  corrscted  at  the  meetinc  held  Dec  16. 


N.  H. —  Members  generally  interested,  though 
not  many  librarians  among  them. 

Mass. —  Librarians  mostly  interested ;  not  much 
effect  apparently  produced  on  outside  public. 

Conn. —  Libraries  of  the  State  well  represented 
at  the  May  meeting ;  a  number  of  outsiders  came 
in. 

N.  Y.  State. 

N.  Y.  Lib.  Club. —  Members  much  interested ; 
have  members  in  foreign  countries:  Boston, 
Chicago,  and  Rangoon,  Burmah.  Many  outsiders 
members. 

N.  Jersey. —  Considerable  interest  manifested 
at  the  meetings. 

Wisconsin. —  Leading  citizens  of  the  State 
interested  in  the  Association. 

Iowa. —  Interest  encouraging.  Three  members 
of  the  Association  are  trustees  of  libraries. 

results  in  communities  where  the  associa- 
tion HAS  MET;  NUMBER  OF  MEETINGS. 

Maine. —  In  most  cases  very  slight;  only  one 
meeting. 

N.  H. —  Three  meetings. 

Mass. —  Five  meetings  to  Sept.  30 ;  not  much 
effect  as  yet. 

Conn. —  Two  meetings;  interest  awakened  in 
the  Association. 

N.  Y.  State.— Two  ?  or  three  ? 

N.  Y.  Lib.  Club. —  Twenty-five  meetings; 
increase  of  spirit  of  fraternity  and  codperation. 

N.  Jersey. —  Two  meetings;  results  yet  to  be 
seen. 

Wisconsin. —  One  meeting;  no  special  results. 

Iowa. —  Two  meetings.  A  decidedly  greater 
interest  in  library  matters  and  a  better  apprecia- 
tion of  librarianship  among  leading  men  and 
women. 

Michigan. —  No  results  reported  as  yet.  One 
meeting. 

CONSTITUTIONS. 

Maine. —  Printed  in  Lib.  Joum.,  Apr.,  1891,  p. 

114. 

N.  H. —  L.  J.,  Feb.,  1891,  p.  50. 

Mass. —  L.  J.,  Jan.,  1891,  p.  19.  Amended  con- 
stitution annexed. 

Conn. —  Annexed;  condensed  in  L.  J.,  March, 
i89i,p.  81. 

N.  Y.  State. —  L.  J.,  July,  1890,  p.  212. 

N.  Y.  Lib.  Club. —  L.  J.,  Aug.,  1885,  <^"g' 
const,  amended  Feb.,  1891.  .  « 

N.  Jersey. —  L.  J.,  Jan.,  1891,  p.  16. 
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Wisconsin. —  L.  J.|  March,  1891,  p.  81. 
Iowa. —  L.  J.,  Jan.,  1891,  p.  18. 
Michigan. 

constitution  of  the  massachusstts 
library  club. 

/.    Name, 

This  organization  shall  be  called  **The  Massa- 
chusetts Library  Club." 

2.     ObjecU 

Its  object  shall  be  to  promote  the  library  inter- 
ests of  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

J.    Members. 

Any  librarian,  library  assistant,  or  trustee  of  a 
library  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  may  become 
a  member  upon  payment  of  the  first  annual  assess- 
ment, and  remain  a  member  as  long  as  dues  are 
paid.  Any  person  eligible  to  membership  may 
become  a  life  member  and  be  exempt  from  future 
annual  assessments  on  the  payment  of  $5.00. 
The  money  received  for  life  memberships  shall  be 
safely  invested  and  only  the  interest  shall  be 
spent.* 

4.  Officers, 
The  officers  of  the  club  shall  consist  of  a  Presi- 
dent, two  Vice-Presidents,  a  Secretary,  and  a 
Treasurer,  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  annual 
meeting,  who  shall  together  constitute  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  and  serve  till  their  successors  are 
chosen. 

^,    Meetings. 

There  shall  be  two  or  more  meetings  of  the 
club  in  each  year,  one  of  which  shall  be  the 
annual  meeting  to  be  held  the  first  Wednesday  in 
October,  provided  that  the  annual  meeting  shall  be 
called  to  take  place  in  some  other  month  than 
October  in  any  year  when  all  the  members  of  the 
Executive  Committee  agree  to  the  change. 

6.    Dues  and  Debts, 

The  annual  assessment  shall  be  fifty  (50)  cents. 

No  debt  or  obligation  of  an^  kind  shall  be  con- 
tracted by  the  club,  or  by  any  committee,  officer, 
or  member  thereof  on  its  behalf. 

7.    Amendments, 

This  constitution  may  be  amended  by  three- 
fourths  vote  of  those  present  at  any  stated  meet- 

*  Amended  Dec.  16,  by  ttrikinf  out  the  word  "  first,*'  and 
adding  the  provision  — "Other  persons  interested  in  library 
work  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
become  members  on  the  same  terms." 


ing,  notice  of  the  proposed  change  having  been 
given  in  the  call  for  the  meeting. 

CONSTITUTION    OF  THE    CONNECTICUT    LIBRARY 

ASSOCIATION. 

/.    Name, 

This  Association  shall  be  called  the  Connecti- 
cut Library  Association. 

^.    Object. 

Its  object  shall  be  to  promote  the  library  inter- 
ests of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

J,    Members, 

Any  person  interested  in  the  object  of  the  Asso- 
ciation may  become  a  member  upon  payment  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  annual  assessment. 

4,    Officers, 

The  officers  of  the  Association  shall  consist  of 
a  President,  five  Vice-Presidents,  a  Secretary,  an 
Assistant  Secretary,  and  a  Treasurer,  to  be  elected 
by  ballot  at  the  annual  meeting,  who  shall 
together  constitute  the  Executive  Board,  which 
shall  have  power  to  act  for  the  Association 
in  intervals  between  its  meetings. 

J.    Meetings, 

There  shall  be  not  less  than  three  meetings  in 
each  year  to  be  held  in  February,  May,  and 
October,  at  such  places  as  the  vote  of  the  mem- 
bers present  at  each  meeting  may  decide.  The 
meeting  in  February  shall  be  the  annual  meeting. 

6,    Dues  and  Debts, 

The  annual  assessment  shall  be  Jifiy  cents.  No 
debts  or  obligation  of  any  kind  shall  be  contracted 
by  any  member  of  the  Association  unless  author- 
ized by  a  specific  vote  of  the  Executive  Board. 

y.    Amendments, 

This  constitution  may  be  amended  by  a  three- 
fourths  vote  of  those  members  present  at  any 
stated  meeting,  notice  of  the  proposed  change 
having  been  given  in  the  call  for  the  meeting. 

constitution     of     the     MICHIGAN      LIBRARY 

association. 

/.    Name, 

The  name  of  this  Association  shall  be  the 
Michigan  Library  Association. 

a.    Object. 

Its  object  shall  be  to  promote  the  library  inter- 
ests of  the  State  of  Michigan. 
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J.    Members, 

Any  person  interested  in  advancing  its  object 
may  become  a  member  of  this  Association  by  vote 
of  the  Executive  Board  and  payment  to  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  annual  assessment. 

4.    Officers, 

The  officers  of  the  Association  shall  consist  of 
a  President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  a  Secretary,  and 
a  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the 
annual  meetings,  and  who  shall  constitute  the 
Executive  Board/  which  shall  have  power  to  act 
for  the  Association  in  intervals  between  its  meet- 
ings. 

J.    Meetings, 

There  shall  be  one  or  more  meetings  each  year, 
the  time  and  place  of  which  shall  be  fixed  by  the 
Association  or  by  the  Executive  Board,  and  ample 
notice  of  such  time  and  place  shall  be  furnished  to 
each  member. 

6,    Dues  and  Debts, 

The  annual  assessment  shall  be  fifty  cents.  No 
officer,  committee,  or  member  of  the  Association 
shall  incur  any  expense  in  its  name,  nor  shall  the 
Treasurer  make  any  pajrment  from  its  funds,  unless 
authorized  to  do  so  by  vote  of  the  Executive 
Board. 

7.    Awundments, 

This  constitution  may  be  amended  at  any  meet- 
ing, notice  of  the  proposed  change  having  been 
previously  furnished  each  member  in  the  call  for 
the  meeting. 

OFFICERS. 

Maine.—  President,  L.  D.  Carver,  State  lib'n, 
Augusta.  VicePreifs,  E:  W.  Hall,  Lib'n  Colby 
Univ. ;  G:  W.  Wood,  Lib'n  Bates  College.  Treas- 
urer, G:  T.  Little,  Bowdoin  College,  Brunswick. 
Secretary,  Harriet  E.  Femald,  Lib'n  Maine  State 
College,  Orono. 

N.  H.—  President,  N.  P.  Hunt.  Vice-Presidents, 
E.  H.  Gilman,  John  Kivel,  E.  P.  Jewell,  J.  S. 
Nash,  J.  E.  Pecker,  W:  W.  BaUey,  F.  C.  Faulk- 
ner, J.  M.  Parmlee,  Cyrus  Sargeant,  I.  W.  Drew. 
Cor,  Secretary,  A.  S.  Batchellor.  JRec,  Secretary 
and  Clerk  of  the  Corporation,  A.  R.  Kimball. 
Librarian  and  Treasurer,  D.  F.  Secomb.    Execu- 


tive Committee,  N.  P.  Hunt,  M.  D.  Bisbee,  Geo.  C. 
Gilmore,  E.  H.  Gilman,  and  S.  M.  Richards. 

Mass,^  President,  W:  C.  Lane,  Harvard  Coll. 
Lib.  Vice-Presidents,  W:  Rice,  J.  C.  Houghton. 
Treasurer,  Miss  M.  E.  Sargent,  Lib*n  Medford 
Pub.  Lib.  Secretary,  Miss  E.  P.  Thurston,  Lib'n 
Newton  Pub.  Lib. 

Conn. —  President,  Addison  Van  Name,  Lib'n 
Yale  Coll.  Lib.  Vice-Presidents,  Walter  Learned, 
Trustee  New  London  Pub.  Lib. ;  Frank  B.  Gay, 
Watkinson  Library,  Hartford;  Willis  K.  Stetson, 
New  Haven  Pub.  Lib.;  Chas.  D.  Hine,  State 
Board  of  Educ. ;  Louise  M.  Carrington,  Beardsley 
Lib.,  West  Winsted.  Secretary,  Caroline  M. 
Hewins,  Hartford  Lib.  Asso.;  AssU  Sec,  Mrs. 
Martha  Todd  Hill,  Stonington  Free  Library. 
Treasurer,  W:  J.  Hills,  Bridgeport  Pub.  Lib. 

N.  Y.  State.— 

N.  Y.  Lib.  Club.—  President,  Frank  P.  HilL 
Vice-Pres'ts,  Mary  W.  Plummer,  R.  B.  Poole. 
Secretary,  Mary  I.  Crandall.  Treasurer,  Silas  H. 
Berry.  Exec,  Committee,  George  Hall  Baker,  W: 
T.  Peoples,  R.  B.  Poole,  Ellen  M.  Coe,  Mary  W. 
Plummer.    Pres.  and  Sec.  ex  officio, 

N,  Jersey,  — President,  Rev.  W.  Prall,  South 
Orange.  VUe-Pres'ts,  F.  P.  Hill,  Lib'n  Newark 
Free  Pub.  Lib.;  Prof.  E.  C.  Richardson,  Lib'n 
Princeton  College.  Secretary,  Martha  F.  Nelson, 
Lib'n  Union  Lib.,  Trenton.  Treasurer,  G:  F. 
Winchester,  Lib'n  Free  Pub.  Lib.,  Paterson. 

Wisconsin. —  President,  K.  A.  Linderfelt,  Lib'n 
Milwaukee  Pub.  Lib.  Vice-PresU,  R.  G.  Thwaites, 
Sec  State  Historical  Soc  Secretary  and  Treas,, 
F.  A.  Hutchins,  office  State  Superintendent. 

Iowa. —  President,  Mrs.  Mary  H,  Miller,  State 
Lib'n,  Des  Moines.  Vice-Presets,  W.  H.  Johnston, 
Fort  Dodge,  Mrs.  Clara  E.  Dwight,  Dubuque. 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Ada  North,  Iowa  City,  Univ. 
Lib.  Treasurer,  Miss  Clara  M.  Smith,  Burling- 
ton. 

Michigan. — President,  H.  M.  Utley,  Lib'n 
Detroit  Pub.  Lib.  Vice-PresUs,  Mrs.  Calhoun, 
State  Lib.,  F.  E.  Morgan,  Trustee  Coldwater  Lib. 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Annie  F.  Parsons,  Bay  City. 
Treasurer,  Miss  Lucy  M.  Ball,  Lib'n  Pub.  Lib., 
Grand  Rapids. 
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SHOULD  UNIFORMITY  MARK  THE  ARRANGEMENT  AND  ADMINIS- 
TRATION OF  OUR  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES,  OR  SHOULD  INDIVID- 
UALITY BE  PERMITTED  TO  ASSERT  ITSELF  IN   EACH? 


BY  LEWIS  H.  STEINER,  LIBRARIAN,  ENOCH  PRATT  FREE  LIBRARY,  BALTIMORE. 


'T^HE  profession  of  public  librarian  has  bc- 
come  so  important  that  this  question  is 
not  without  interest  to  those  who  are  devoting 
their  time,  energies  and  lives  to  library  work. 
If  it  is  answered  one  way,  then  all  that  will 
be  required  is  the  creation  of  a  model  which 
shall  be  strictly  followed  in  every  Library, 
irrespective  of  its  environments  and  the 
special  wants  of  the  community  it  is  intended 
to  supply,  irrespective  of  the  varying  forms 
of  architectural  structure  which  varied  tastes 
and  earnest  desires  for  that  which  is  novel 
and  different  from  all  other  buildings  erected 
for  like  purposes,  may  present,  and  irrespec- 
tive of  the  peculiar  mental  and  moral  equip- 
ment of  the  librarian  and  his  available  assist- 
ants and  of  their  tact  and  ingenuity.  If  all 
are  to  be  alike,  and  one  dull  uniformity  to 
govern  all,  then  a  result  will  be  attained  dif- 
fering from  that  secured  in  any  other  occupa- 
tion, pursuit  or  profession. 

Methods  of  legal  procedure  difiEer  but  little 
in  the  different  States,  and  yet  the  buildings 
constructed  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
courts  of  law  differ  both  externally  and  in- 
ternally in  the  arrangements,  as  well  as  in 
the  administration  of  the  methods;  churches 
are  erected  with  but  one  main  object  in 
view — the  worship  of  God  —  and  yet  arch- 
itects are  controlled  by  influences  that  modify 
not  only  external  plans  but  also  the  internal 
plans  and  provisions  for  the  decent  conduct 
of  worship,  and  the  accommodation  of  the 
worshipping  congregation,  the  music  and  the 
officiating  clergymen.  Similarly,  great  build- 
ings for  manufacturing  purposes,  private  resi- 
dences, edifices  devoted  to  educational  pur- 
poses and  those  to  pleasure,  monuments  to 
the  mighty  dead,  and  halls  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  legislative  bodies,  reject  the  idea  of 
dull  uniformity,  and  furnish  opportunity  for 
the  exercise   of   the  inventive   faculties  of 


those  constructing  them,  as  well  as  the  desire 
to  improve  upon  other  structures,  and  to 
adapt  them  to  the  individual  tastes  of  those 
for  whom  they  are  constructed. 

There  is  advance  in  everything  in  this  age. 
We  are  not  content  to  tread  solemnly  and 
slavishly  in  the  footsteps  of  our  predecessors. 
Our  form  of  government,  in  our  opinion,  is  a 
grand  advance  beyond  that  which  satisfied 
mankind  in  previous  ages.  Science  has  fur- 
nished us  with  so  many  discoveries  in  public 
and  social  appliances  that  we  eagerly  seize 
these  and  use  them  for  the  necessities  and 
comforts  of  life,  speedily  rejecting  them  for 
others  that  are  of  more  recent  discovery  and 
better  adapted  for  our  uses. 

We  have,  indeed,  a  great  horror  of  what  is 
called  old-fogyism,  and  find  that  we  must  em- 
ploy new  discoveries  and  new  methods,  or  we 
shall  be  left  behind  in  the  race  for  life.  Even 
in  the  art  of  war,  where  so  much  seemingly 
depends  on  uniformity  of  action  and  mechani- 
cal drill  of  the  individual  soldier,  this  principle 
of  adaptation  and  use  of  new  discoveries  finds 
a  home.  At  one  time,  the  efficiency  of  an 
army  depended  upon  the  solidity  and  strength 
of  the  phalanx ;  then,  when  firearms  began  to 
take  the  place  of  personal  strength,  the  solid 
phalanx  gave  way  to  the  three-rank  formation, 
supposed  to  be  required  to  make  the  employ- 
ment of  these  most  efficient ;  then  it  was  found 
to  be  a  useless  exposure  of  life  to  retain  even 
three  ranks  of  men  in  the  making  or  resisting 
a  charge,  and  the  two-rank  formation  was  con- 
ceded to  be  the  best  fitted  for  the  purpose, 
with  bodies  of  troops  held  in  reserve  for  their 
support.  But  now  the  improvement  of  weap- 
ons of  precision  has  been  so  great  that  all  old 
plans  are  giving  way  to  the  deployment  of 
troops  as  skirmishers,  where  each  man  acting 
by  himself,  although  under  general  orders, 
can  exercise  his  best  skill  on  the  enemy, 
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while  he  is  exposed  to  a  minimum  of  danger 
to  his  own  body  and  life.  Similarly,  naval 
warfare  has  undergone  change,  and  close- 
range  engagements  would  seem  to  have  given 
place  to  the  free  use  of  long-range  artillery, 
worked  with  skill  and  scientific  accuracy. 

Libraries  in   former  days   were  intended 
chiefly  for  the  safe  keeping  of  books,  with 
their  possible  use  under  exceptional  circum- 
stances by  the  occasional  scholar.    Now,  and 
reference  is  here  made  especially  to  those  de- 
signed for  the  free  use  of  the  public,  the  ob- 
ject is  to  make  them  of  the  greatest  possible 
advantage  to  the  community  for  which  they 
have  been  established.    This  necessarily  im- 
plies that  their  books  should  be  so  arranged 
that  the  inquiring  visitor  could  most  readily 
have  access  to  their  contents,  and  could  se- 
cure in  the  speediest  manner  information  on 
all  subjects  claiming  his  attention.    Arrange- 
ment and  administration  are  the  chief  practi- 
cal duties  that  demand  the  public  librarian's 
attention.    Can  these  be  bound  by  the  fetters 
of  uniformity,  and  that  librarian  be  called  best 
fitted  for  such   duties  who  recognizes    any 
model,  that  must,  like  the  laws  of  the  Medes 
and  Persians,  be  absolute  and  final   for  his 
government  in  either  ?    Is  he  to  be  a  simple 
machine,  free  from  the  employment  and  exer- 
cise of   his  individual  peculiarities,  and   for- 
bidden to  use  all  suggestions  and  improve- 
ments that  an  intelligent  study  of  arrangement 
and  administration  would  suggest  to  his  active 
mind  ?     These  questions  seem  to    demand 
negative  replies  from  every  one  interested  in 
the  greatest  possible  efficiency  of  our  public 
libraries,  because  it  requires  but  little  study 
of  the  subject  to  reach  the  conclusion  that  li- 
brarians must  be  men  alive  to  the  require- 
ments of  their  calling,  not  satisfied  with  a  me- 
chanical performance  of  their  duties,  and  ever 
on  the  alert  to  discover  or  employ  improved 
methods  for  the  execution  of  the  same,  if  they 
would  not  be  left  behind  in  this  active,  pro- 
gressive age.    Where  there  is  absolute  con- 
tent with  methods  of  administration   or  ar- 
rangement, whether  proposed  by  themselves 
or  by  others  —  and  the  result  is  worse  in  the 
latter  case  than  in  the  former  —  perfect  satis- 
faction that  no  improvement  can  be  found  out- 


side of  their  present  methods,  and  an  inflexible 
determination  to  persevere  in  the  same,  there 
is  the  prophecy  of  living  fossilization,  which 
will  soon  be  recognized  by  the  people  as  a 
disgrace  and  reproach  to  the  profession. 

Nowhere  more  readily  than  in  a  public 
library  should  everything  be  open  to  change, 
if  this  promises  improvement.  It  is  a  pro- 
duct of  the  age  and  must  keep  pace  with  the 
latter.  It  dare  not  claim  that  its  present 
methods  are  the  best  possible  that  can  be 
devised,  and  thus  calmly  rest  from  all  activity 
and  be  converted  into  a  mere  machine  for 
literary  convenience.  The  librarian  who 
accepts  such  a  situation  is  a  disadvantage  to 
the  trust  he  is  expected  to  administer,  and 
should  give  place  to  some  one  more  alive  to 
progress  and  improvement,  and  more  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  age  in  which  he  lives. 

But  if  blind  obedience  to  authority  be 
objectionable,  let  us  see  what  advantages  may 
be  expected  to  result  from  free  play  given  to 
individuality  in  arrangement  and  administra- 
tion. And  these  advantages  must  show 
themselves  in  the  librarian  and  in  his  library. 

I.     THE  LIBRARIAN. 

We  must  take  it  for  granted  that  he  is  a 
scholarly  man,  who  by  constant  association 
with  books  has  learned  to  love  their  con- 
tents, and  not  to  be  satisfied  with  their  titles 
simply  or  their  mechanical  form.  He  should 
know  much  of  literature  and  of  its  rela- 
tions to  all  other  forms  of  human  know- 
ledge. How  much,  no  one  can  prescribe, 
but  he  must  be  more  than  a  mere  book- 
worm. His  business  is  not  to  be  a  lit- 
erary anatomist,  but  rather  a  literary  physi- 
ologist. Books  should  glow  with  life  and 
be  made  to  do  good  service  in  the  busi- 
ness of  making  mankind  wiser,  happier,  and 
better.  Hence  their  custodian  —  the  literary 
purveyor  of  the  community  —  must  be  on  the 
alert  to  discover  what  plans  are  best  adapted, 
in  his  particular  location  and  environment,  to 
accomplish  this  work.  The  printed  page  is 
to  be  made  useful  in  a  grand  missionary  work 
among  all  ages  and  classes.  Should  he  be 
content  with  what  has  been  done  by  others, 
no  matter  how  vast   their   experience   and 
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justly  celebrated  their  authority,  he  cannot 
secure  the  best  results.  The  great  librarians, 
nullius  addicti  jurare  in  verba  magistti^  have 
acknowledged  no  masters  in  their  profession 
whose  rules  they  were  obliged  to  obey,  but 
have  become  masters  themselves  by  dint  of 
their  own  earnest  grappling,  each  day  of  their 
lives,  with  the  problems  that  demanded 
answers.  If  truly  great  they  did  not  wish  to 
force  their  own  methods  upon  those  who 
were  fast  moving  on  to  assume  the  places  in 
the  ranks  which  they  in  time  would  be  com- 
pelled to  leave.  It  was  their  pride  to  see 
others  develop  independence  of  thought, 
construct  new  plans  and  devise  new  methods. 
The  secret  of  their  reputation  and  honorable 
position,  and  that  of  those  whom  we  all  recog- 
nize as  now  in  the  front  rank  of  the  pro- 
fession, is  at  the  command  of  any  one  who 
has  the  requisite  culture  and  knowledge  of 
the  contents  of  books,  combined  with  the 
practical  bent  that  fits  a  man  to  command  his 
situation,  to  know  the  peculiarities  of  his 
environment,  and  to  adapt  means  to  the 
desired  end. 

The  assertion  of  individuality  must  not  pro- 
ceed, however,  from  a  mere  desire  to  difiFer 
with  others  unless  such  difference  will  give 
him  greater  freedom  of  action  and  make  his 
plans  and  methods  more  useful.  Nay,  he 
should  learn  what  others  have  done  and  are 
doing,  by  studying  their  methods  and  witness- 
ing the  practical  operations  of  the  same  in  the 
libraries  under  their  control,  by  familiarity 
with  the  journals  devoted  to  imparting  infor- 
mation on  such  topics,  and,  above  all,  by  fre- 
quent familiar  intercourse  and  conference 
with  those  who  are  students  of  the  same  sub- 
ject. He  must  strive  to  be  in  touch  with 
other  officers  in  the  army  of  which  he  is  a 
member.  Starting  out  with  the  determination 
to  get  the  best,  he  will  soon  acquire  ability  to 
select  that  which  will  suit  his  own  peculiar 
situation,  and,  what  is  more  to  the  purpose, 
to  develop  new  methods  and  plans,  which  will 
be,  at  least  for  him  and  his  particular  sphere 
of  work,  better  than  all  the  rest.  And,  as  he 
progresses  in  his  life-work,  he  will  learn  not 
to  disdain  suggestions  that  even  the  least 
scholarly  of  his  assistants  may  make,  as  to 


management  and  administration.  Where 
these  are  conscious  of  the  fact  that,  while  they 
must  recognize  and  conform  to  the  rules  and 
methods  provided  for  their  government  by 
their  chief,  he  will  not  thrust  aside  sugges- 
tions that  may  result  from  their  own  ingenuity 
and  study  of  any  portion  of  the  details  sub- 
mitted to  their  oversight  and  care,  their  use- 
fulness is  greatly  increased.  Under  such  a 
system  of  recognition,  the  assistants  them- 
selves rise  from  the  lower  mechanical  level  to 
become  intelligent,  all-alive,  active  participants 
in  the  spirit  of  the  librarian  and  invaluable 
partners  in  his  work.  And  this  is  no  small 
advantage  in  the  conduct  of  any  business.  It 
reduces  perfunctory  performance  of  duty  to 
the  minimum,  and,  in  our  calling,  makes  each 
member  of  his  staff  a  tower  of  strength  to  the 
librarian. 

The  development  of  broader  and  clearer 
ideas  of  the  nature  of  his  profession,  that 
takes  place  as  he  throws  off  servitude  to  oth- 
ers and  begins  to  make  his  library  a  part  of 
himself  and  to  identify  himself  with  it,  is  also 
a  result  that  is  of  incalculable  value.  But  few 
have  had  the  pleasure  granted  them  to  have 
been  called  in  consultation  in  the  construction 
of  their  library  buildings.  These  have  been 
mostly  furnished  before  the  appointment  of 
the  librarians,  or,  if  constructed  during  their 
terms  of  service,  their  counsel  has  been  some- 
times rejected  as  that  of  "cranks"  who  are 
deemed  hardly  practical  enough  to  aid  the 
architect  in  the  planning  of  the  building, 
which  is  to  be  the  focus  of  their  activity  and 
usefulness  in  the  community.  Hence  the  ne- 
cessity for  the  development  of  the  individ- 
uality and  independence  of  thought  that  will 
make  the  librarian  able  to  adapt  the  building 
to  the  best  accomplishment  of  the  purposes 
for  which  it  has  been  constructed,  and  to  make 
his  plans  so  that  he  and  it  may  be  married 
one  to  the  other  and  the  twain  be  united  in 
an  indissoluble  unity.  True,  there  is  great 
difference  in  the  arrangements,  and  plans  of 
libraries,  and  some  are  infinitely  better  adapted 
for  their  purposes  than  others,  but  the  wise 
librarian,  who  has  learned  to  think  and  plan 
and  adapt  for  himself,  laughs  at  the  inconven- 
iences with  which    he  may  be  surrounded 
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and  forces  them  all  to  contribute  to  the  suc- 
cess of  his  own  plans. 

The  modem  chemist,  in  his  well-appointed 
laboratory,  with  its  wealth  of  appliances,  con- 
ducts his  researches  with  great  comfort,  con- 
venience and  success,  but  a  Faraday  puts  in 
a  few  glass  tubes  and  ingenious  makeshifts 
along  with  his  indomitable  determination  to 
succeed,  and  secures  discoveries  that  make 
him  known  to  the  scientific  world  as  a  master 
of  his  profession.  Similarly,  the  wise  libra- 
rian, who  acts  independently,  will  find  that, 
although  he  is  denied  many  aids  and  conven- 
iences which  his  more  fortunate  brother  has 
at  his  command,  he  can  contrive  to  force 
what  he  has  into  subjection  to  his  wants  and 
make  everything  useful  in  the  execution  of  his 
plans. 

But,  while  thus  getting  perfect  command  of 
the  building  devised  or  employed  for  the  pro- 
tection and  arrangement  of  the  books  that  he 
is  enabled  to  purchase,  he  will  probably  feel 
the  necessity  for  modifications  of  the  very 
classification  that  is  used  for  his  own  con- 
venience and  that  of  his  borrowers.  This 
must  needs  be  modified  to  suit  the  nature  of 
the  library — whether  it  be  only  for  reference 
or  circulation,  whether  intended  for  the  gen- 
eral public  or  for  a  more  or  less  limited  num- 
ber of  subscribers.  So,  the  details  of  ad- 
ministration must  be  largely  determined  in 
accordance  with  the  peculiarities  of  the  per- 
son in  charge,  the  nature  of  the  building,  and, 
to  a  certain  extent  also,  the  character  of  the 
assistants  that  he  is  likely  to  have.  He  can 
usually  not  regulate  this  portion  of  his  duties 
by  what  others  have  employed,  but  he  must 
select,  appropriate,  adapt  and  devise  what 
wiU  be  best  fitted  for  his  peculiar  situation. 
Where  the  librarian  thus  thinks  and  acts  for 
himself,  after  a  careful  study  of  what  others 
have  done,  he  becomes  master  of  the  situa- 
tion, and  an  honor  to  the  profession  of  which 
he  is  a  member.  His  staff  respect  him  as 
their  leader,  are  ready  to  carry  out  his  views 
or  to  submit  their  contributions  or  sug- 
gestions for  improvement  of  methods  to  his 
good  judgment,  and  the  whole  library  force 
can  claim  special  respect  from  those  who  re- 
sort to  its  shelves  for  aid  in  their  studies  or 


for  that  which  will  bring  amusement  and 
comfort  in  their  hours  of  fatigue.  His  own 
labors  are  lessened,  and  duty  becomes  a 
pleasure  under  such  circumstances. 

2.     THE  LIBRARY. 

The  benefits  thus  received  by  the  li- 
brarian are,  however,  not  confined  to  him; 
they  extend  to  the  reputation  the  library 
itself  will  acquire  in  the  community. 
It  will  soon  be  found  out  that  it  has 
an  individuality  of  its  own,  in  the  formation 
of  which  the  convenience  of  the  community 
and  its  special  adaptation  to  the  wants  of  the 
people  have  been  earnestly  considered. 
These  facts  will  create  pride  in  it  as 
peculiarly  their  own, — not  a  slavish  copy  of 
another,  but  a  creation  adapted  to  their  own 
needs,  and  this  is  not  to  be  considered  as  of 
little  moment.  Town  pride  and  personal 
pride  will  beget  greater  respect  and  love  for 
the  library,  and  will  insensibly  win  friends  not 
only  for  the  architectural  structure,  but  also 
for  the  books  on  its  shelves.  Its  reputation 
will  increase  its  friends,  and  so  whatever  it 
may  possess  of  literary  treasures  wiU  attain  a 
wider  sphere  of  usefulness.  Individuality  in 
anything  commands  respect,  if  not  admiration, 
and,  in  the  case  of  a  library,  this  is  very 
strikingly  shown  in  any  community.  Every 
one  feels  that  an  active  brain  is  at  work  for 
his  benefit,  which  is  not  content  with  servile 
imitation  of  any  one  model,  but  strives  to 
create  its  own,  and  that  the  best  possible  one 
for  its  peculiar  limitations  and  environment 
And  so  the  labor,  that  has  been  expended  on 
arrangement  and  administration,  receives  rec- 
ognition outside  of  the  library  itself,  adding 
to  its  popularity  with  the  people  and  its  con- 
sequent increasing  usefulness. 

The  conclusion  arrived  at  in  this  discussion 
is  based  upon  the  hypothesis  that  the  librarian 
possesses  the  literary  culture  and  book-know- 
ledge required  for  his  position,  suffi<^ient  judg- 
ment to  weigh  properly  all  the  needs  of  the 
institution  under  his  care,  and  an  ambition  to 
make  his  library  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  its 
natural  constituency.  If  he  does  not  possess 
these  he  is  out  of  place,  and  should  be  sup- 
planted by  some  one  who  does,  because  to  the 
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former  the  rules  and  regulations  which  have 
been  made  by  another  will  always  be  blindly 
accepted  as  guides  to  control  his  action.  He 
begins  his  work  mechanically  and  will  con- 
tinue it  thus  until  he  lays  it  down.  He  is  as 
little  fitted  to  judge  of  methods  as  many  of  the 
pupils  who  flock  to  our  normal  schools,  to 
learn  the  methods  of  teaching,  before  they 
have  even  acquired  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  branches  they  are  expected  to  teach. 
These  make  their  teaching  mechanical,  dry, 
and  lifeless,  and  drive  their  pupils  along  roads 
they  know  not  themselves,  which  are  crowded 
with  obstacles,  instead  of  leading  them  along 
paths  lined  with  attractive  and  lovely  flowers. 
He  is  simply  an  echo  of  what  others  have  ut- 


tered, a  slave  to  a  system  instead  of  master  of 
one  evolved  out  of  his  own  study  of  the  situ- 
ation as  presented  in  his  own  library. 

Let  the  profession  of  public  librarian,  which 
the  nineteenth  century  has  created,  be  filled 
not  only  with  enthusiastic  lovers  of  the  con- 
tents of  books,  but  also  with  earnest  students 
of  the  best  methods  of  arranging  the  same 
and  administering  their  libraries,  so  that  they 
may  be  animated  with  friendly  rivalry,  ready 
to  seize  and  appropriate  the  best  that  others 
employ,  as  well  as  to  devise  from  their  own 
individual  resources  whatever  may  be  best 
adapted  to  make  their  life-work  redound  to 
the  greatest  profit  of  their  own  readers. 


METHOD   OF   CATALOGUING   THE  UNITED    STATES    PUBLIC   DOCU- 
MENTS AND  THE  PERIODICALS  IN  THE  SAN  FRANCISCO 

FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

BY  j:  VANCE  CHENEY,  THE  LIBRARIAN. 

The  United  States  Public  Documents,  it  may  be   written  as  follows :   U  381.6*  or 

The  letter  U  indicates  the  class,  U.  S.  Pub.  ^  38 » •6'. 

Docs.    Place  after  these  the  number  of  the  ^he  public  documents  being  catalogued  by 

Congress,  and  after  this  the  number  of  the  ^^'^  "^^^^^^^  reference  may  be  readily  made 

session ;  then  add,  as  a  decimal,  the  number  ^o  any  article  found  in  Poore's  "  Catalogue  of 

adopted  in  the  following  scheme  of  classifica-  ^^^  Government  Publications  of  the  United 

^     , States,"  covering  the  period  Sept.  5,  1774,  to 

SENATE  March  4,  1881.      Hickoz's  "Monthly  cata- 
logue "  is  not  so  easily  managed,  but  with 

Senate  Journal i  .           •*     -^  1.                            1.1 

^         ^           .r.       -^       ^  some  ingenuity  it  becomes  reasonably  ser- 

Exec.  Docs.    (Sen.  Docs.)     ....    2  •      ui 

^                  '  viceable. 
A'lisc                                                               ^ 

^  About  a  year  after  the  adoption  of   the 

^         ^  above  method,  Mr.  W.  A.   Merrill's  paper 

HOUSE.  appeared  in  the  Library  journal  for  April, 

House  Journal 5  1891.    Very  much  the  same  device  is  hit  on 

Exec.  Docs.    (House  Docs.)     ...    6  there,  but  the  method  is  not  quite  so  simple, 

Misc 7  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  comparison :  — 

Reports 8  S.F.  Free  PubUc  Library:       U  381.6      U38x-6*    U  381.6S 

Suppose,  for  example,  we  wish  to  catalogue  Miami  Umver«ity  Library :      3>8-38i6     3>8.2?i5    3,8.^ 

House  Exec.  Docs.,  No.  16,  38th  Congress,  **           '\ 

1st  session.    First  comes  the  class  letter  U,  By  the  latter  method  it  becomes  necessary, 

and  the  number  of  the  Congress,  38 :  U  38.  at  times,  to  write  nine  figures. 

Add  the  number  of  the  session,  i,  we  have  •  v*    / 

U  381.    It  remains  simply  to  add,  as  a  deci-  ^^  Pertodtcals. 

mal,  the  number  in  the  scheme,  6:  U  381.6.  This  method  applies  only  to  such  periodicals 

Where  there  is  a  second  or  third  volume,  as  appear  in  Poole's  Index. 
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The  letter  P  indicates  the  class,  Periodical 
Literature.  Place  after  it  the  number  set 
against  the  name  of  the  periodical  in  Poolers 
Chronological  conspectusy  and  add,  as  a  dec- 
imal, the  number  of  the  volume.  Suppose, 
or  example,  we  wish  to  catalogue  the  six- 


teenth volume  of  Scribner^s  monthly.  First 
comes  the  class  letter  P.  The  number  in 
Poole's  Conspectus  is  198,  and  the  number  of 
the  volume  is  16.  Add  these,  and  we  have 
P  198.16. 


ACCESS    TO    THE    SHELVES    A    POSSIBLE    FUNCTION    OF    BRANCH 

LIBRARIES. 
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BY    HERBERT    PUTNAM,    LIBRARIAN    OF    THE    MINNEAPOLIS    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 
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HE  question  of  free  access  to  the  shelves 
may  on  the  whole  be  regarded  as  under 
debate,  not  with  reference  to  an  ideal  to  be 
attained  so  much  as  to  the  practicable  mech- 
anism by  which  it  is  to  be  effected.  The 
problem  of  informal  contact,  which,  to  a  library 
in  a  small  space  or  to  a  specialized  library, 
presents  no  difficulty,  to  a  city  library,  with  a 
large  constituency,  does  present  some  embar- 
rassments in  a  measure  harassing.  There 
are  books  upon  the  shelves  of  unique  value, 
which  if  destroyed  could  not  be  replaced; 
there  are  others  of  high  intrinsic  value  which 
might  be  ruined  by  careless  or  malicious 
hands ;  the  books  are  carefully  classified,  and 
no  classification,  however  methodic,  can  with- 
stand the  turmoil  of  ignorant  disarrangement ; 
there  is  a  large  public  to  deal  with ;  their 
admittance  to  the  book  rooms  would  crowd 
the  alcoves  and  impede  the  work  of  issue ;  this 
public  is  composed,  nine-tenths  or  even  ninety- 
nine  one-hundredths,  of  persons  unknown 
to  the  attendants  and  without  credentials ;  and 
finally  there  is  an  ample  card  catalogue.  There 
are  copiously  suggestive  reading  lists;  to 
what  purpose  were  the  thousands  of  dollars 
and  years  of  labor  expended  upon  these  save 
to  render  access  to  the  shelves  superfluous  ? 

So  for  the  time  freedom  of  access  is  declared 
impracticable,  or  rigid  exclusion  is  palliated. 
For  the  time,  I  say ;  for  I  cannot  believe  that 
Ihe  most  of  the  obstacles  indicated  are  other 
than  temporary  or  relative.  It  is  indeed  true 
that  every  large  library  contains  books  that  it 
cannot  afford  to  have  destroyed.  Its  contents 
may  probably  be  divided  into  three  groups: 
(i)  books  which  are  rarities,  and  these  must 
be  treated  somewhat  as  curios  in  a  museum ; 


(2)  books  which  are  documentary  sources,  and 
these  must  be  treated  as  legal  records ;  and 

(3)  books  which  are  literature,  and  these 
should  be  treated  as  living  instruments  of 
education.  Now,  assuming  that  these  first 
two  classes  do  exist  in  every  library  and  in 
each  department  of  every  library,  and  that  a 
rule  must  be  made  especially  to  guard  them, 
must  such  a  rule  be  made  a  blanket  rule  for 
the  whole  library?  Is  it  not  possible  to 
seclude  them  so  that  the  rigidity  necessary  in 
their  case  shall  not  need  to  encompass  the 
entire  collection?  Is  it  not  possible  to  set 
them  apart,  as  already  we  are  obliged  to  set 
apart  folios  from  octavos,  and  even  entire 
special  collections  within  the  library,  to  assign 
them  perhaps  a  special  section  in  each  case, 
behind  a  screen  if  necessary,  and  still  leave 
the  main  body  of  the  department  open  for  free 
handling  ?  And  as  for  the  confusion  of  free 
handling,  the  disarrangement  results  not  from 
taking  books  down  but  from  trying  to  put 
them  back  again;  a  simple  prohibition  to 
readers  against  the  replacement  of  any  vol- 
ume upon  the  shelves  is  ample  to  secure  the 
integrity  of  the  classification. 

The  public  must  to  a  large  extent,  to  be 
sure,  remain  individually  unknown  to  the 
attendants;  but  not  without  credentials;  for 
as  to  a  church,  so  to  a  library,  a  man  brings 
the  best  credentials  who  brings  himself;  and 
the  chief  est  sin  he  can  commit  against  it  is  to 
remain  away  from  it  What  would  we  have  ? 
Surely  a  chief  lesson  these  books  are  to  teach 
is  faith  in  one*s  fellow-man ;  and  how  can  the 
books  teach  faith  when  the  library  itself 
teaches  suspicion  ? 

But  the  catalogue  and  reference  lists,  do 
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not  they  suffice?  Do  they?  Does  a  cata- 
logue stand  for  a  book,  for  a  collection  of 
individual  books  ?  For  two  reasons  not :  in 
the  first  place  it  covers  only  the  literature  of 
knowledge ;  in  the  second  place  it  begins  at 
the  wrong  end,  begins  with  the  trained  mind 
which  seeks  direction,  while  the  library  has 
usually  first  to  do  with  the  untrained  mind, 
which  needs  stimulus.  And  yet  —  note  the 
inconsistency  —  it  is  the  disciplined  reader, 
the  reader  for  whom  this  apparatus  is  most 
effective ;  it  is  this  reader,  if  any,  that  we 
admit  to  the  shelves ;  while  it  is  the  crude  and 
vagrant  mind,  the  mind  that  is  essentially 
diffident  and  unenterprising,  the  mind  in  awe 
of  the  catalogues  and  most  in  need  of  the 
incentive  of  direct  contact  with  the  books  — it 
is  this  one  that  we  rigidly  exclude. 

Is  there  an  influence  exerted  by  a  collection 
of  books  not  exerted  through  the  best  of  cata- 
logues ?  We  know  there  is ;  we  recognize  it 
when  we  speak  of  the  companionship  of  books, 
when  we  speak  of  books  that  are  our  friends 
and  intimates.  Surely  we  could  not  call  that 
man  an  intimate  in  whose  ante-room  we  must 
sit  and  wait  and  send  up  our  cards,  and  whom 
we  can  come  into  touch  with  only  through 
systematic  endeavor.  To  be  friends  with 
books,  as  with  men,  we  must  be  able  to  drop 
in  upon  them,  to  jog  about  among  them, 
exchange  a  look  or  a  word  with  them,  or  seek 
a  deep  confidence  among  them,  as  the  spirit 
may  move  us.  Every  one  who  loves  books, 
every  librarian,  feels  this  power  of  humanity 
stirring  amongst  them.  He  feels  also  a  power 
of  humanizing  latent  within  them*  He  feels 
it  in  the  books ;  but  no  most  inveterate  classi- 
fier could  assert  it  in  a  catalogue. 

No  librarian  of  today  would  content  his 
ambition  with  the  passive  response  to  trained 
inquiry.  He  likes  to  feel  himself  an  educator. 
He  is  to  stir  up  an  interest  in  good  books.  How 
then  ?  How  would  he  stir  up  an  interest  in 
botany  in  a  child  ?  Would  he  set  him  down 
at  a  desk  with  the  scheme  of  Linnseus,  or 
would  he  turn  him  loose  in  an  open  field  and 
let  him  mark  for  himself  the  fresh  and  deli- 
cate individuality  of  each  appealing  flower? 
How  to  stir  up  an  interest  in  good  books  ? 
Why  not  stock  the  shelves  with  them,  and 


turn  the  public  loose  among  them?  Books 
can  speak  for  themselves ;  and  eagerly  enough 
the  people  will  respond,  if  not  shut  out  from 
them  by  a  seven-barred  catalogue. 

Toward  three  classes  of  readers  access  to 
the  shelves  is  potent :  first,  toward  those  who 
have  not  yet  the  ambition  or  impulse  to  read 
at  all, and  of  these  I  have  just  been  speaking; 
second,  toward  those  whose  reading  has  been 
a  monochrome  and  who  need  to  be  diverted ; 
and  third,  toward  those  whose    tastes    are 
below  the  standard  of  the  library,  who  fre- 
quent it  and  call  for  books,  and  don^t  get  them, 
and  grumble  and  wonder  why  the  library  sets 
up  for  a  public  library,  and  doesn^t  get  the 
books  the  people  want  to  read.    (I  omit  the 
fourth  class  of  students  proper  because  the 
gain  to  them  is  self-evident  and  generally 
admitted.)    Every  librarian  of  a  public  library 
has  a  certain  number  of  readers  who  per- 
sist in  adhering  to  two  or  three  authors  — 
Mrs.  Holmes  or  Augusta  Wilson,  perhaps. 
You  have  tried  to  wean  them  from  this  exclu- 
sive devotion,  and  been  often  rebuffed  and 
mortified.    Have  you  ever  tried  turning  them 
loose  among  the  shelves  ?    Ten  to  one  they 
would  select  a  new  author ;  and  in  their  con- 
dition of  mental  inertia  a  new  author  is  for 
them  the  best  author.    I  would  indeed  go 
further,  and  assert    that    any  undisciplined 
reader  is  likely  to  select  a  better  book  from 
the  shelves  than  he  will  select  from  the  cat- 
alogue.     Timidity    hampers    him.      Certain 
authors  he  has  read ;  he  is  at  least  sure  of 
them ;  he  dares  not  go  outside  of  them  ;  and 
so  he  keeps  rotating  through  the  list  of  the 
flabby  familiar,  and  his  influence   upon  cir- 
culation is  a  horror  to  us.    But  in  the  book 
rooms  the  fancy  is  captivated  toward  a  score 
of  books  novel  to  his  experience ;  the  individ- 
uality of  the  books  in  their  mere  physique 
attracts  him  (to  a  less  degree  of  course  in 
libraries  where  this  individuality  has  been 
suppressed    to   a   barbarous    uniformity  by 
manila  covers) ;  and  in  a  twinkle  this  lethargic 
imagination  is  fluttering  to  a  thousand  new 
impressions  from  East  and  West. 

As  to  the  grumbler  who  calls  himelf  "  the 
people,"  I  have  never  yet  found  the  grumbler 
who  couldn't  be  turned  into  an  enthusiast  by 
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being  turned  loose  in  the  book  rooms.  What- 
ever the  occasion  of  his  complaint,  it  usually 
rests  on  an  ultimate  suspicion  of  the  good 
intent  of  the  library.  Generally,  of  course,  it 
is  that  the  library  doesn*t  provide  him,  and 
promptly,  with  the  book  he  wants.  Take  this 
reader,  tell  him  it  is  true  the  book  he  asks  for 
canH  be  supplied,  but  that  whatever  the  library 
has  is  0f4n  to  him  and  turn  him  into  the  book 
rooms  to  pick  for  himseif.  The. effect  is  mag- 
ical :  the  most  desperately  disgruntled  natures 
are  veered  to  confiding  faith  and  loyalty. 

One  final  consideration  pends  from  this. 
Everv  librarr  contains  certain  flabbv  books. 
The  librarian  is  ashamed  of  them :  he  would 
not  recommend  them;  he  puts  them  there 
nerely  as  toll  bait  But  he  puts  them  there. 
He  then  covertly  ^that  is  among  the  profession> 
boasts  that  they  are  at  least  supplied  in  inad- 
eqoaie  quantities :  they  appear  on  the  finding 
listk  but  thev  are  rarelv  on  the  shehres  when 
calM  for.  As  if  one  should  make  it  an  excuse 
fdr  Jidministerii^  p(>ison  that  it  was  adminis- 
tered in  small  doses!  Yet  this  is  extreme: 
Kw  tlie  Nooks  are  no:  quite  poison,  they  are 
»oc  v>ck<»:  but  thev  are  ftabbv :  and  in  vx«- 
tnst  ^^  t^  wvvi  the  Ubrarr  has  K>  do  can  it 
aifkrd  %>  scrcir  ev^n  tJje  dibbv  Kxtks?  It 
o^£x^e3SASces  t^es  by  p^:x:g  ^tem  upctt  'ts 
itti-^^^ii^I^ ;  :t  cv^c^^e&a2ces  tbe  i;t^e^e*t  oi  its 

**M.teA*l*X      9    "^AM    <■      k'-^-     •Vj&w      »•  I  "  I   L-j  £      9Va>v 

n^  *  Sxi  cvw*r£N  aai  txirxtiT  c<  ar  ei3&> 
^arvn&Ll  naccArMa.  W^y  i$  ^  utv^rssA-nr  ? 
I*  K  xcc  ^ecssse  w^e  rehr  »ra  ^*  «:4zz£Ju^iMy 

z3be  SAni^s  siea&sieihres  ?  A:  rresco^:  :^  s^as- 
iart  nuisc  ^  i^v .  S^^aI38e  rSe  cmje  T^^iic 
is  TtATlsstc  iiiiV  ^rwici  the  r.&uj.xrci»w  ajvi 
ix  ^)e»  jmt  tue  ismlhfcr  «;oe&j&  ?ir:  w-t^ 
iwe  ar.:iesss  ^  a*  Sams^  u«e  ssanaBri  ilij:^:  "^ 
b^    7jr  itt  wnxiii.  uis-r  ^t  T«a:iK»i  >*  the 


her*  iinlfr  Ti««£  u  Se  u'itil  it  s»r>  n 
he»rr!   sm^i   az   andtsxct.      I    ^anivc 
twr^  s  i  iirrsTTai  vtir  h&s^  Mih  m^  n 
aic   viuiii.  luc  nni&^sl:  j«e  u.|»gn,  3,*r 
ntsotnr  it  arrrs&     Tju   imiMsm  »  ni«  n: 


te} 


wiU  be  made  even  in  the  largest  libraries  to 
diffenntiaU;  so  that  if  all  the  books  cannot 
be  made  free,  part  will  be  made  free ;  that  if 
access  cannot  be  granted  at  all  seasons  and  at 
every  hour  of  the  day,  it  wiU  be  attempted  in 
seasons  of  less  pressure  and  at  quiet  hours  of 
the  day ;  that  if  it  cannot  be  granted  to  all 
persons  it  will  at  least  be  granted  as  of  course, 
and  only  withheld  as  an  exception  and  a  pen- 
alty ;  and  finally,  that  where  it  may  not  be  con- 
trived  immediately  in  great  central  libraries, 
in  which  the  division  between  records  and 
literature  must  be  a  slow  process,  and  whose 
architecture  does  not  provide  for  comfortable 
shelf  reference,  in  such  cities  it  will  be 
undertaken  without  delav  in  the  branch  libra- 
ries  to  which  no  such  obstacles  adhere. 

The  suitabilities  of  brancfaes  for  die  inaug- 
uration of  su<^  an  experiment  need  only  to  be 
enumerated  to  be  accepted.  A  branch  has  a 
smalL  a  localited  cocstitoency.  Most  of  its 
readers  soon  become  persooalhr  kaown  to  the 
attendants.  The  coCectSon  of  books  is  almost 
purely  a  collection  of  !:;erar£re«  die  books 
that  are  to  make  character  first,  and  dien*  and 
only  in  a  lesser  meascre«  tbe  Seeks  that  are 
to  f^^re  kav^wMlfe*  ol  matter  oc  recorx!  almost 
noee  at  all ;  tbe  pre»;ire  ca  tite  ssaoe  desk 
aeec  never  be  s^^^  beavy  as  tc*  crovd  cacch- 
tije  akv^ves.  Aud  £sal>r.  w^iitercr  Ae  p«r- 
piw*  Ol  t^e  central  >:bnLiT.  ti*  pciMsc  ci  ifce 
braaci  is  to  ea^^c  ti*  srwnatiT  aac  arccse 
d>e  ::ite  jectsal  iicrcLls>e  oc  tV*  s>ectic«  cc  tke 
cv>atTe«Si'.tT  it  wivJ:  tt  ^  TiiK«d.  It  »  a 
teeoer  troar  Ae  »a^  >>rarv ;  it  siiC!Cj£  ai» 
Se  a  tee>5er  tt  tJje  smlix  library^  It 
vuike  t)>e  ificv^  oe  t)uit  yi^muiissiif: 
Kviis  w>.v^  l]^^^  .iirJV  «  be  Irt  w«k  Sx 
cco«  t>jit  .:  si<«tc  wvci:  «»£  s;-  iar  i»  cax 
Se.  SiKtfiVi  be  exeirpt  rvat  tiit:  r^ifitrr  c< 
rrMtot  w-VvV  r^x^nahvrs  a  br^ri: — a  ineait  — 

7**  Ci«tfCr:tTX  St  ♦'icV.it  the  rt|r»isc«* 
AwTwc  wv^rss^ar^i  xr.  tW  ;>yj>tTV  Jlitiqi  *  Jr 
«jrorr»  a  rcrv^^rvsr   rec«")arN   ^  iwrr*.  v 

|!air  ju»ire:h)t^  «  :be   ivewoi  «  a  viBi^ 
l^Fsrr.  vhic>  :bt  ^-ill^  »»k  bniait  v^  a 
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friendly  persistence  which  they  feel  to  belong 
to  them,  and  which  is  to  them  in  efiFect  a 
week-day  union  of  church  and  club  and  higher 
school. 

In  Minneapolis  we  have  been  putting  these 
theories  into  practical  operation.  I  have  felt 
diffident  about  reciting  our  experience  because 
it  has  been  but  a  short  one.  But  I  am  told 
that  an  ounce  of  experience  is  worth  a  pound 
of  theory,  so  will  adduce  it  for  what  it  is 
worth.  Our  friend  Brett  has  been  trying 
similar  experiments  in  Cleveland,  and  very 
likely  has  gone  a  step  beyond  us.  I  shall 
hope  that  he  will  add  his  testimony  as  to 
results. 

The  Minneapolis  Public  Library  is  a  free  city 
institution,  free  for  circulation  as  well  as  for 
reference.  It  was  opened  to  the  public  in 
December,  1889.  The  city  is  one  of  165,000 
inhabitants,  and  has  practically  no  other  pub- 
lic library.  The  library  opened  with  about 
30,000  volumes,  and  additions  are  being  made 
of  about  13,000  volumes  yearly.  By  the  end 
of  the  first  year  about  1 5,000  cards  had  been 
issued,  and  200,000  volumes  circulated  for 
home  use.  In  point  of  circulation,  therefore, 
it  ranked  in  1890  about  seventh  of  American 
public  libraries.  The  building  has  three  main 
reading  rooms,  that  have  sufficed  for  the 
entire  body  of  readers  at  any  one  time. 

From  the  first,  however,  we  intended  that 
readers  (at  least  certain  of  them)  should  have 
access  to  the  book  rooms;  and  these  were 
arranged  with  a  view  to  admit  of  this.  The 
stacks  were  planned  on  a  modified  alcove  sys- 
tem ;  and  they  present  some  sixteen  large 
alcoves  (8  feet  by  10)  and  over  thirty  narrower 
ones  (3>^  feet  from  face  to  face,  and  10  feet 
deep).  Every  alcove  has  an  individual  win- 
dow. The  large  alcoves  have  sloping  desks 
across  under  the  windows ;  the  small  alcoves 
have  drop  tables.  On  every  case  or  stack 
the  shelves  below  three  feet  have  a  depth  of 
16  inches  (above  only  8  inches);  so  that  to  the 
face  of  every  stack  there  is  a  ledge  of  three 
feet  from  the  ground  for  the  student  to  rest 
his  book  upon. 

From  the  first,  also,  the  books  were  arranged 
with  regard  to  safety  of  access.  Certain  of 
the  larger  art  folios  (as  the  Napoleon  and  Lep- 


sius  Egypt,  Piranesi,  Prisse  d^Avennes,  etc.) 
were  put  in  special  cases  with  sliding  shelves 
and  locked  doors.  It  has  always  been  under- 
stood, however,  that  any  inquirer  whatever 
might  examine  any  book  in  the  library.  And 
if  a  schoolboy  asked  to  see,  e.  g.,  Lepsius,  he 
was  never  refused  permission  ;  only  the  book 
would  be  brought  out  and  set  upon  the  special 
folio  table,  and  he  cautioned  as  to  its  proper 
handling;  and  an  attendant  occasionally  pass 
his  way  to  see  that  he  was  not  sprawling  his 
elbows  upon  it.  We  find  that  such  small 
thoughtlessness  is  the  only  impropriety  we 
have  to  guard  against.  The  really  superb 
books  carry  their  own  lesson  of  awe  and 
respect. 

Certain  other  works  in  our  art  department 
(Owen  Jones,  for  instance,  and  Racinet)  were 
in  too  constant  use  to  be  put  behind  glass. 
We  gathered  these  into  a  stack  by  themselves, 
and  at  first  stretched  a  cord  across  the  alcove 
with  a  sign  enjoining  "special  permission." 
But  we  found  the  cord  superfious  and  removed 
it.  The  fiction  was  massed  in  small  alcoves 
nearest  the  issue  desk ;  and  to  this  access 
has  not  been  given  until  recently.  It  was 
refused,  however,  only  because  people  in  the 
alcoves  might  interfere  with  the  work  of  the 
pages.  So,  when  the  summer  came  and  the 
pressure  slackened,  these  alcoves  also  were 
thrown  open. 

With  15,000  card-holders  it  did  not  seem 
practicable  to  admit  every  reader  (is  of  course. 
We  issued  shelf  permits  for  certain  periods, 
from  a  day  to  a  year.  Clergymen  and  teach- 
ers had  these  cards  as  a  matter  of  course ; 
and  any  reader  could  get  one  who  could  assert 
that  he  was  pursuing  some  definite  course  of 
reading.  But  beyond  this  we  tried  to  make  it 
understood  that,  without  a  written  permit,  any 
reader  could  by  request  get  admitted  to  the 
shelves.  The  librarian's  ofifice  is  in  full  view 
of  the  issue  desk,  and  the  door  is  always  open ; 
and  I  have  never  yet  refused  an  application 
for  a  shelf  permit.  In  my  absence  and  at  all 
times  the  attendants  are  instructed  to  take  to 
the  shelves  any  inquirer  who  seems  inade- 
quately supplied  through  the  ordinary  chan- 
nels. Our  catalogue  facilities  are  as  yet  mea- 
gre, and  we  have  to  depend  largely  upon  this 
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personal  mediation  coupled  with  freedom  of 
access.  We  find,  as  no  doubt  other  librarians 
have  found,  that  this  personal  mediation  may 
often  gain  a  warm  friend  to  the  library,  where 
a  catalogue  would  have  left  only  an  irritated 
client. 

In  other  ways  where  we  couldn't  bring  the 
people  to  the  book  roomS)  we  tried  to  bring 
the  book  rooms  to  the  people.  A  large  num- 
ber of  books  were  always  out  upon  the  refer- 
ence shelves  in  the  reading  rooms.  Current 
periodicals  have  always  been  kept  in  open 
pigeon-hole  cases  in  the  reading  rooms.  And 
on  Sundays  and  holidays  trucks  of  miscella- 
neous entertaining  books  have  been  set  out  in 
the  reading  rooms  to  be  used  without  record. 
A  few  books  and  several  dozens  of  magazines 
have  disappeared  each  year.  But  we  lay  the 
theft  to  one  or  two  systematic  depredators, 
and  should  never  think  of  making  the  entire 
reading  public  sufEer  for  it  by  abridging  the 
general  freedom. 

Now  this  admission  to  the  shelves  "upon 
request "  and  special  application,  which  alone 
we  thought  practicable  at  first,  did  not  accom- 
plish all  that  we  desired.  No  matter  how 
broadly  we  advertised  our  willingness  to  grant 
formal  permits,  we  found  that  people  were 
diffident  about  applying  for  them.  The  idea 
of  having  to  prove  some  systematic  course  of 
reading  under  way  embarrassed  many  from 
asking  time  permits;  and  the  ordinary  reader 
didn^t  feel  like  repeating  a  request  for  admit- 
tance at  each  visit  to  the  library.  When  this 
summer  came,  therefore,  we  had  a  sign  printed : 
"At  this  hour  readers  may  enter  the  book 
rooms  and  select  their  own  books.''  And  at 
all  times  when  there  is  not  a  crowd  the  sign  is 
displayed  before  the  issue  desk.  I  need  not 
say  that  the  privilege  has  been  appreciated. 
It  has  added  fifty  per  cent  to  the  summer  use 
of  the  library.  Indeed,  it  so  far  approximated 
the  summer  pressure  to  that  of  the  winter  that 
the  hours  during  which  the  privilege  may  be 
extended  have  constantly  to  be  reduced.  So 
that,  oddly  enough,  it  is  likely  to  be  defeated 
by  its  very  success.  In  casting  about,  how- 
ever, for  a  field  within  which  the  freedom 
might  be  continued  in  cases  not  reached  by 
the  main  library,  and  independent  of  the  con* 


ditions  to  which  it  might  there  have  to  be 
subjected,  we  hit  upon  the  branches.  In 
these  we  have  extended  the  freedom  of  access 
without  limitation.  Each  branch  occupies  a 
couple  of  rooms,  one  of  which  is  a  reading 
room.  The  books  are  shelved  in  ordinary 
open  cases  behind  the  issue  desk.  Every 
reader  goes  in  and  picks  out  a  book  for  him- 
self. There  are  not  as  yet  many  books  to  pick 
from ;  until  recently  the  branches  have  been 
chiefly  deliver}-  stations.  But  each  branch 
had  to  start  with  several  hundred  books  of  its 
own ;  and  each  receives  current  additions  in 
the  duplicates  that  can  be  spared  from  the 
main  library.  In  each,  therefore,  there  are 
over  a  thousand  volumes  of  miscellaneous 
literature;  and  these  volumes  have  become 
absolutely  accessible  to  the  readers.  There 
is  no  permit  necessary,  not  even  a  verbal  per- 
mit or  nod  from  the  attendant.  "  The  books 
are  here;  come  and  help  yourself;  make 
friends  with  them,"  is  the  common  under- 
standing. 

Now  as  to  results  these  questions  present 
themselves : 

(i)  What  is  the  loss  to  the  library  in  the 
way  of  books  stolen  or  mutilated?  (2)  Does 
not  the  freedom  of  access  cause  disarrange- 
ment of  books  and  impede  the  work  of  issue  ? 
(3)  Does  freedom  of  access  (a)  add  to  the 
number  of  books  read,  (b)  improve  the  quality 
of  books  read  ? 

In  stating  our  conclusions  it  must  be 
repeated  that  they  are  based  upon  a  very  brief 
experience ;  that  the  library  has  been  open 
less  than  two  years ;  that  the  public,  never 
before  accustomed  to  a  public  library,  might 
very  naturally  at  first  be  constrained  to  an  awe 
and  respect  which  might  easily  rub  off  upon 
extended  familiarity;  the  honestly-inclined 
may  become  careless,  while  the  reprobates 
may  discover  easy  methods  of  rascality. 

(i)  The  total  ascertained  loss  in  the  past 
year  and  a  half  from  theft  has  aggregated 
about  twenty-five  books  and  twice  the  number 
of  magazines.  The  total  cost  of  replacing 
this  material  has  not  exceeded  fifty  dollars. 
Of  mutilation  we  have  not  thus  far  discovered 
more  than  one  important  instance. 

(2)  The  presence  in  the  alcoves  of  the  entire 
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body  of  readers  would  at  the  crowded  hours 
of  the  day  be  a  serious  impediment  to  the 
work  of  issue.  At  the  central  library,  there- 
fore, we  find  it  necessary  to  limit  the  access 
*'as  of  course  "  to  certain  hours  of  the  day. 
We  are  still  enabled,  however,  to  admit  at  all 
times  a  large  body  of  persons  holding  shelf 
permits,  and  every  reader  whose  inquiry  is 
serious  enough  to  move  him  to  a  special 
application  for  admittance.  And  in  the 
branches  the  freedom  is  possible  without 
limitation  or  distinction.  The  rule  against 
replacing  of  books  on  the  shelves  provides  in 
the  main  library  against  disarrangement.  In 
the  branches  the  number  of  volumes  is  small, 
and  any  disarrangement  can  be  easily  recti- 
fied. 

(3)  The  number  of  books  drawn  has  cer- 
tainly been  increased  by  the  privilege  of 
access.  This  is  especially  the  case  in  the 
summer  season,  when  the  mind  is  naturally 
listless  and  shuns  the  formal  effort  demanded 
by  a  catalogue.  As  to  the  quality  of  the 
reading,  the  period  is  too  brief  to  point  to  a 


definite  improvement;  my  conviction,  how- 
ever, is  firm,  as  I  have  declared  it,  that,  as  a 
rule,  the  general  reader  will  select  a  better 
book  from  the  shelves  than  he  will  from  the 
catalogue ;  and  I  certainly  see  nothing  in  our 
experience  to  weaken  that  conviction.  I  am, 
at  any  rate,  clear  as  to  this,  that  the  open  and 
candid  system,  by  winning  the  interest  and 
confidence  of  our  readers,  will  enable  us 
gradually  to  drop  from  our  shelves  the  books 
we  are  ashamed  of,  and  to  leave  there  only 
the  books  we  are  glad  to  have  people  read ; 
and  in  this  way  a  certain  betterment  must 
result. 

Whatever  the  perplexities  of  detail,  free- 
dom of  access  cannot  long  be  refused.  As 
librarians,  we  are,  of  course,  to  guard  the 
books.  But  let  us  not  be  accused  of  making 
this  guardianship  a  deprivation  of  the  proper 
beneficiary.  Let  us  send  these  books  them- 
selves down  to  posterity,  if  we  can ;  but  let  us 
remember  that  the  best  way  we  can  send  them 
down  is  to  send  them  down  in  the  persons  of 
sound  men  and  women. 
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Pioneer  Hall,  San  Francisco,  Monday-Friday,  Oct.  12-16,  1891. 


FIRST  SESSION, 

(Monday  Afternoon,  October  12.) 

President  Green  called  the  Convention  to  order 
at  3.15  P.M. 

Mr.  Fletcher  was  elected  Temporary  Secretary, 
to  act  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Hill ;  Mr.  John- 
ston Recording  Secretary,  to  act  in  the  absence  of 
Professor  Little ;  Miss  Van  Zandt  Treasurer,  to 
act  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Carr.  Messrs. 
Utley  and  Soule  and  Miss  Bean  were  instructed 
to  act  as  a  Finance  Committee,  and  Mr.  Hild  to 
act  as  Secretary  of  Transportation. 

The  proceedings  of  the  last  Convention,  as 
printed,  were  adopted  and  placed  on  file. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Hill,  was 
read  by  Mr.  Fletcher  and  placed  on  file: 

secretary's  report. 

For  fifteen  years  the  office  of  Secretary  has  been 
filled  by  one  of  the  brightest  and  ablest  men  in 
the  profession.  At  no  time  is  it  an  easy  task  to 
take  up  the  work  connected  with  the  Secretary- 
ship, and  it  becomes  doubly  hard  when  one  is 
obliged  to  follow  such  an  active,  energetic,  and 
conscientious  man  as  Mr.  Dewey.  You  all  know 
how  he  has  given  the  best  years  of  his  life  to  the 
furtherance  of  the  interests  of  this  Association, 
and  what  that  labor  of  love  has  resulted  in,  so  it  is 
unnecessary,  at  this  time,  to  go  into  any  extended 
praise  of  his  work;  sufficient  to  say  that  the 
growth  and  success  of  the  A.  L.  A.  are  due,  in 
a  great  measure,  to  the  very  able  efforts  of  Melvil 
Dewey. 

We  regret  that  he  is  not  with  us  this  year  to 
take  part  in  the  exercises ;  and,  while  we  may  not 
be  willing  to  own  it,  if  there  is  any  lack  of  enthusi- 
asm shown  at  the  meetings  we  shall  ascribe  it 
largely  to  his  absence. 

Of  necessity  the  report  of  the  Secretary  must  be 
one  of  progress  —  at  least  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific  coast.  Certainly  in  distance  never  before 
have  we  made  such  headwav,  while  in  matters 
pertaining  directly  to  our  welfare  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  we  have  enjoyed  a  good  degree  of  prosperity. 


From  the  East  we  did  not  bring  so  many  libra- 
rians  as  we  had  reason  to  expect  early  in  the 
summer ;  but  the  presence  of  so  many  new  faces 
from  the  Pacific  slope  not  only  makes  up,  in  point 
of  numbers,  for  the  absent  ones,  but  also  shows 
that  the  missionary  spirit  which  prevails  in  this, 
as  in  similar  organizations,  is  very  necessar}'  to  its 
existence. 

The  Secretary  of  your  local  committee  reported 
some  weeks  ago  that  he  was  doing  all  he  could  to 
gather  a  large  number  of  librarians  and  other 
interested  persons,  but  despaired  of  success  on 
account  of  distances.  If  such  Is  the  case  here, 
you  can  understand  how  difficult  it  has  been  to 
get  even  this  small  number  to  cross  the  continent 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  this  year's  Confer- 
ence. We  shall  try  to  overcome  this  shortcoming 
by  a  greater  degree  of  enthusiasm.  This  is  a 
large  field  to  work  in,  and  the  harvest  should  be 
abundant,  as  becomes  the  glorious  State  of  Cali- 
fornia. 

One  sentence  in  Mr.  Dewey*s  report  of  last  year 
struck  me  very  forcibly.  "Not  one  library  in  ten," 
he  says,  "  ever  sees  our  proceedings." 

Why  is  this?  "No  money,"  answers  the  Treas- 
urer. Well,  let  us  get  the  money  some  way. 
Every  library  ought  to  have  a  copy.  It  is  good 
missionary  work  and  a  practicable  way  of  increas- 
ing our  membership. 

The  folder,  authorized  by  the  last  Convention, 
containing  interesting  facts  about  the  A.  L.  A., 
has  been  printed  and  is  ready  for  distribution. 
Members  are  requested  to  help  themselves  from 
the  box  on  the  Secretary's  desk. 

Last  year  President  Crunden  recommended 
"  that  a  salary,  not  to  exceed  $200  a  year,  be  paid 
to  an  Assistant  Secretarv,"  this  Secretarv  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Secretary  and  approved  by  the 
Executive  Board.  Something  of  the  sort  ought 
to  be  done,  and  if  the  Assistant  (who  ought  to  be 
a  good  short-hand  writer)  should  be  the  Record- 
ing Secretary  it  is  very  certain  the  Association 
would  get  the  worth  of  its  mon«y. 

Before  we  started  from  the  East  some  doubt 
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was  expressed  as  to  the  success  of  this  Confer- 
ence, but  that  feeling  disappeared  soon  after 
leaving  Chicago.  This  has  been,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be,  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  bene- 
ficial meetings  the  A.  L.  A.  has  held.  The  little 
conferences  we  have  held  on  the  train  during  our 
long  journey  across  the  continent,  and  shall  enjoy 
on  our  return  trip,  are  of  at  least  equal  importance 
with  the  papers  which  will  be  read.  Such  an 
ample  opportunity  for  interchange  of  ideas  and 
opinions  has  never  before  been  given  us,  and  we 
have  made  the  most  of  it. 

I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  Attendance 
book.  Enter  your  name  at  once,  and  scan  the 
book  to  see  who  is  here;  then  you  will  not  go 
away  disappointed  at  not  meeting  the  very  per- 
sons whom  you  have  come  to  consult. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  meeting  in  San  Francisco 
will  result  in  the  establishment  of  new  and  the 
increased  usefulness  of  old  libraries.  It  is  also 
hoped  and  believed  that  all  persons  in  attendance 
here  today  will  become  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion. The  cost  is  only  two  dollars  a  year,  and  the 
return  will  repay  the  outlay  ten  times  over.  On 
receipt  of  the  money  the  Treasurer,  who  is  pres- 
ent, will  be  pleased  to  issue  certificates  of  mem- 
bership. 

The  progress  for  the  year  will  be  reported  in 
detail  by  the  several  committees,  and,  while  the 
absence  of  some  of  the  prominent  members  may 
necessitate  postponement  of  action  on  a  few  mat- 
ters, still  you  will  find  in  the  reports  as  well  as  in 
the  papers  plenty  of  foo<|  for  thought,  reflection, 
action,  and  congratulation. 

It  was  voted  unanimously  to  recommend  to  the 
Executive  Board  to  make  Mr.  Adolph  Sutro 
an  Honorary  Member  of  the  American  Library 
Association. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  was  then  read  by 
Mr.  Dudley  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. 

treasurer's  report. 

Henry  J.  Carr,  Treasurer^  in  account  with  the 

American  Library  Association. 

1890.  Dr. 

Sept.  6.  To  balance  on  hand  from  last 
Report  (White  Mts.  Con- 
ference, p.  106) .  .      I313  80 

Sept.  6  to  Dec.  31,  1890. 

To  fees  from  43  temporary 
members  (White  Mts.)  86  00 

Carried  forward %7f^  80 


Brought  forward 

To  fees  from  annual  mem- 
bership, viz. : 

For  years  1888,  '89. 
and  '90,  4    .    .    .  f  24  00 

For  years  1889  and 
1890,  3    .    .    .    .     12  00 

Year  1890,  106    .    .  212  00 

Year  1891,  7    .    .    .    14  50 


I399  80 


1 891. 
Jan.  I. 

Feb.  23. 

April  7. 

"    21. 

July  27. 

Aug.  8. 

Jan. 24  to 


To  interest  on  deposits( Grand 
Rapids,  6  months,  1890)     . 

To  Fmance  Committee,  loan 
from  A.  L.  A.  Endowment 
Fund  Trustees    .... 

To  sale  2  cop.  Proc,  1890    . 

II  »      M  ((  (( 

To  interest  on  deposits  (St. 
Joseph,  6  months,  1891)   . 

Tointereston  deposits(Grand 
Rapids,  6  months,  1891)   . 

Sept  30,  1891. 

To  fees  from  annual  mem- 
bership, viz. : 

For  years  1890  and 

1891,  5,  .  .  .  .  $20  00 

Year  1891,  208  .  .  416  00 
1892,   X  .  .   2  00 


I262  50 


9  22 


200 

00 

2 

00 

5 

00 

I 

55 

3  43 

(I 


438  00 


Total |i,32i  50 


1890. 
Sept.  13. 

Oct.  2. 


Nov.  5. 


Nov.  II. 


Dec.  9. 


1891. 
Jan.  30. 


Cr. 

By  A.  S.  Brolley;  expense  of 
stenographer  to  and  at 
White  Mts.  Conference    . 

By  Miss  C.  M.  Hewins, 
Hartford,  Conn.,  bill  of 
Aug.  29,  1890;  postals  and 
printing  for  report  on  be- 
quests, etc 

By  A.  S.  Brolley,  Albany, 
N.Y.,bill  of  Oct.  6,1890; 
reporting  proceedings  at 
White  Mts.  Conference  . 

By  Library  Bureau,  Boston, 
bill  of  Sept.  ^5,  1890;  cir- 
culars and  sundry  expenses 
preliminary  to  and  at  White 
Mts.  Conference      .    .    . 

By  Library  Bureau,  second 
bill;  1,000  circulars  for 
same  (Secretar}')     .    .    . 

By  Hoffman  Press,  New 
York,  bill  of  Aug.  21, 
1890;  Dewey  circulars     • 

By  Library  Bureau,  bills  of 
Dec.  20,  1890;  for  400 
copies  Proceedings  WMte 
Mts.  Conference  (174  p.)  . 

Also  for  envelopes,  directing 
and  delivery  of  348  copies 
distributed      


I28  17 


10  25 


74  00 


154  70 
7  00 
2  50 


413  61 
31  44 


Carried  forward  ..••••      ^1731.67 
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Brought  forward I721.67 

Also  for  ^00  circular  letters 

concerning  meeting  of  1891  11  70 

{Note.  I200  paid  on  account 
Jan.  10;  $156.75  paid  Jan. 
30 ;  $100  balance  paid  Feb. 
25,  1891.) 

March  17.  By  Miss  Mary  S.  Cutler, 
Albany,  N.  Y..  bill  of  Jan. 
I,  1891 ;  prizes  for  social 
evening  at  Fabyan's,  Sep- 
tember, 1890 

AprU  14.  By  Publishers'  Weekly,  bill 
of  Feb.  7,  1 891 ;  5  reams 
of  paper  for  Proceedings, 
White  Mts.  Conference    . 

April  21.  By  Library  Bureau,  bill  of 
March  11,  1891  ;  mailing 
index  to  Proceedings   .    . 

June  8.  By  Finance  Committee ;  loan 
of  Feb.  23,  1 89 1,  from  A. 
L.  A.  Endowment  Fund 
Trustees,  repaid  .... 
Also  interest  on  same  loan 
(>3-75)  *ncl  exchange  (25c.) 

Aug.  17.  By  Publishers'  Weekly,  bill 
of  June  30, 1891 ;  notes  on 
American  State  Libraries 
(Dewey) 

Sept.  3.       By  Grover  Brothers,  Newark, 
N.  J.,  bill  of  Aug,  1, 1891  ; 
envelopes  for  notices,  etc. 
(Secretary) 

Sept.  10.  By  Secretary's  oflfice ;  current 
expenses  for  stamps,  post- 
als, express,  etc.,  July  20 
to  Aug.  22,  1891,  per  de- 
tailed voucher     ....  n  15 

Sept.  30.  By  Treasurer's  office ;  cur- 
rent expenses  for  postage, 
exchange,  and  envelopes, 
Oct.  2,  1890,  to  Aug.  22, 
1891,  per  detailed  voucher,  14  68 


2  50 

13  00 
7  32 

200  00 
4  00 

4  00 

7  00 


Sept.  30. 


A^Sg'^cgate  payments    . 
Balance  on  hand,  viz. : 

On  deposit  at  Scran- 
ton,  Pa.     .    .    .    I172  93 

On  deposit  at  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.     .    .  151  55 


$997  02 


324  48 


Total $it32i  50 

A. 

The  special  deposit  of  $400  belonging  to  the 
Association  has  continued  to  draw  its  semi-annual 
compounding  of  4  per  cent  interest,  and  amounted 
to  $430.11,  July  I,  1891. 

The  financial  status  of  the  Association  for  the 
past  year  has  not  admitted  of  making  any  addition 
to  the  capital  sum  on  special  deposit.  Whether 
another  year  will  prove  more  favorable  remains  to 
be  teen. 


IJ. 

Membership  status  at  the  close  of  September, 
1890,  is  as  follows : 

Life  members 25 

Regular  members,  paid  to  1891,  inclusive  .  215 

Also  owing  for  1891  only 84 

"             "       1890  and  1891 16 

Total 340 


C. 


NECROLOGICAL  ADDENDA. 

One  active  member  has  been  lost  by  death  since 
the  last  report,  viz. : 

Mrs.  George  Watson  Cole,  who  died  at 
Chicago,  Jan.  13,  1891  (registration  No.  618). 

Frederic  W.  Christern,  bookseller,  New 
York  ciiy,  who  died  April  24,  1891  (registration 
No.  86) ;  had  formerly  been  an  active  member  in 
the  A.  L.  A.,  though  he  was  not  so  at  the  time  of 
his  death. 

Peabody  Institute  of  Baltimore,  Md.  (registra- 
tion No.  164),  by  the  death,  in  1890,  of  its  Provost, 
N.  H.  Morison,  becomes  also  an  indirect  subject 
for  notice  in  this  connection. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Henry  J.  Carr, 

Treasurer, 

PUBLIC  documents. 

Mr.  BowKER  offered  the  majority  report  on 
Public  Documents,  signed  by  Messrs.  Hovey, 
Green,  Bowker,  and  Flint,  and  the  minority  report 
signed  by  Mr.  Dunn.  Both  reports  were  ordered 
to  be  placed  on  file. 

Majority  Report, 

The  Committee  on  Public  Documents,  appointed 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Association,  begs  leave 
to  hand  you  herewith  a  report  of  its  doings  for 
the  year  last  past.  It  regrets  that  no  conclusion 
has  been  reached  in  the  work  which  was  particu- 
larly submitted  to  its  charge,  namely,  an  arrange- 
ment with  Congress  for  the  better  and  more  equit- 
able distribution  to  libraries  of  the  public  docu- 
ments issued  by  the  Government. 

The  chairman  visited  Washington  last  year  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  the  committees  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  the  House,  which  committees  have  charge 
of  this  matter,  and  while  there  saw  a  good  deal  of 
both  Senators  Manderson  and   Hawley,  on  the 
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part  of  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  O'Neil,  the  chairman 
of  the  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  House.  The 
committee  has  to  report  that,  although  no  definite 
conclusion  was  reached,  enough  seems  to  have 
been,  said,  showing  the  irregular,  improper,  and 
wasteful  way  in  which  public  documents  have 
heretofore  been  distributed,  to  move  the  Congres- 
sional Committee  to  some  action  looking  toward 
improvement  in  this  matter  which  will  be  of  ben- 
efit to  libraries.  Both  the  Senators  and  Mr.  O'Neil 
agreed  that  something  should  be  done,  and  done 
at  once ;  that  the  printing  of  so  much  government 
matter  (a  large  part  of  which  is  stored  in  the 
basement  of  the  Capitol  and  never  called  for)  is  a 
waste  of  public  money ;  that  a  moje  systematic 
scheme  of  printing  should  be  adopted ;  and  that 
copies  of  the  documents,  when  published,  should 
be  distributed  among  those  public  depositories  de- 
sirous of  putting  such  matter  before  their  readers. 

The  result  of  the  repeated  interviews  had  by  us 
has  been  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  House  and  Senate,  to  which  has 
been  referred  the  entire  matter  of  the  distribution 
of  public  documents,  with  this  aim  in  view, 
namely,  to  decide  what  documents,  if  any,  shall 
be  dropped  from  the  list  of  publications  sent  to 
the  public  depositories;  what  additional  docu- 
ments shall  be  sent  to  them  ;  and  in  what  manner, 
that  is,  through  what  bureau,  they  shall  be  so  dis- 
tributed. The  investigation  which  this  commit- 
tee is  making  is  still  broader  than  that  above 
referred  to,  for  it  is  its  intention  to  inquire  into  the 
abuse  and  misuse  of  such  public  documents. 

Mr.  John  G.  Ames,  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Documents  in  Washington,  was  of  very 
great  service  to  your  committee,  to  which  fact 
your  committee  here  desires  to  call  special 
attention. 

The  Joint  Congressional  Committee,  above 
referred  to,  has  had  several  meetings.  Mr.  Ames 
appeared  before  that  committee,  and  in  his  capac- 
ity as  Superintendent  of  Public  Documents,  and 
also  as  a  friend  of  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion, has  laid  before  them  very  thoroughly  the 
views  which  this  Association  entertains.  The 
Congressional  Committee  will  renew  its  hearings 
in  the  fall,  and  we  beg  to  suggest  to  the  Associa- 
tion that  it  would  be  advisable  for  our  committee 
to  appear  before  them  at  that  time,  and  reinforce 
Mr.  Ames  in  the  good  work  which  he  has  done. 
Mr.  Ames  will  keep  us  informed  as  to  the  time  at 
which  a  hearing  can  be  had,  and  your  committee 
is  very  sure  that  a  delegation  from  this  Associa- 
tion would  receive  most  careful  attention  and  a 


cordial  welcome  from  the  Senators  and  Represent- 
atives of  the  Committee  of  Congress. 

E.  C.  HOVEY. 

Samuel  Swett  Green. 
R.  R.  Bowker. 
Weston  Flint. 
Boston,  Sept.  15,  1891. 

Minority  Report, 

I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  join  in  the  hopeful 
view  entertained  by  the  majority  of  the  committee. 
I  visited  Washington  while  the  joint  congressional 
committee  was  in  session,  and,  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  Ames,  appeared  before  it  for  the  purpose  of 
testifying.  At  the  request  of  Senator  Manderson, 
chairman  of  the  committee,  I  did  not  testify. 
That  gentleman  informed  me,  in  the  presence  of 
the  remainder  of  the  committee  in  attendance,  and 
of  several  witnesses  from  government  ofRces,  that 
State  libraries  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  business 
of  the  committee ;  that  they  were  getting  all  the 
government  publicatious  they  ought  to  get ;  that 
the  difficulty  was  that  the  government  was  print- 
ing too  much ;  and  that  if  I  desired  to  present  any 
"  views  '*  I  might  write  them  out  and  send  them  in 
by  mail.  (The  last  seemed  to  be  tendered  in  a 
spirit  of  compromise,  after  a  little  controversy  on 
the  subject.) 

In  my  opinion  Senator  Manderson  has  not  the 
slightest  comprehension  of  this  subject  from  the 
library  standpoint,  and  never  will  have  until  he 
permits  some  one  to  give  him  some  information. 
I  do  not  think  the  committee  is  considering  the 
needs  of  the  libraries  at  all.  Their  only  object,  so 
far  as  I  could  learn,  was  to  arrive  at  some  method 
of  cheapening  or  lessening  governmental  publish- 
ing expenses,  and  possibly  some  changes  in  the 
arrangement  of  documents.  Perhaps  they  may 
be  brought  to  see  the  error  of  their  ways,  but  if  so 
it  will  be  through  the  influence  of  some  more  per- 
suasive person  than  myself. 

I  wish  to  say,  however,  that  the  agitation  of  this 
subject  at  our  last  meeting  has  been  of  some  bene- 
fit. Indeed,  the  present  investigating  committee, 
which  unfortunately  is  investigating  something 
else,  is  in  part  a  result  of  it.  There  has  been  an 
improvement  in  several  of  the  departments  in 
sending  out  documents,  but  there  are  still  several 
laboring  under  the  delusion  that  they  exist  by 
divine  grace,  and  whether  the  public  is  served  or 
not  served,  it  is  to  their  eternal  glory.  The  pi  ess 
of  the  country  has  paid  some  attention  to  the  mat- 
ter, and  has  shown  some  intelligence  in  discussing 
it.    If  the  librarians  would  agitate  the  subject  at 
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home  —  bring  it  to  the  attention  of  the  local  press 
and  of  their  Congressional  representatives — the 
reform  could  easily  be  accomplished.  At  present 
no  library  in  the  country  receives  all  government 
publications,  and  only  a  favored  few  receive  the 
most  valuable  ones.  There  are  a  number  of  valu- 
able current  publications  of  which  the  State  of 
Indiana  is  unable  to  secure  one  copy  for  her  State 
library,  and  at  present  Indiana  is  faring  better 
than  the  average.  J.  P.  Dunn, 

State  Librarian^  Ind. 

A  letter  of  Mr.  J:  G.  Ames  was  read  : 

I  am  very  sorry  to  be  unable  to  report  any 
material  progress  in  the  matter  of  additional  legis- 
lation regarding  public  documents  in  behalf  of 
public  and  college  libraries.  I  have  for  years 
been  repeatedly  disappointed  in  finding  at  the 
close  of  each  successive  session  of  Congress  that 
bills  which  have  been  introduced  and  urged  upon 
the  attention  of  the  proper  committees  failed  to 
receive  attention,  or  at  least  action,  but  I  have 
nevertheless  continued  to  labor  in  the  same  direc^ 
tion,  feeling  confident  that  at  last  something  would 
be  done.  A  few  measures  which  have  been 
deemed  advantageous  to  our  public  libraries  have 
indeed  been  enacted,  but  the  most  important  ones 
have  hitherto  been  either  entirely  ignored  or  laid 
aside  for  future  consideration.  During  the  last 
session  of  Congress  little  if  anything  was  done  in 
which  libraries  had  an  interest,  with  the  exception 
of  one  very  important  measure,  viz. :  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  commission  of  the  two  Houses  to 
sit  during  the  recess  to  consider  the  whole  matter 
of  the  publication  and  distribution  of  documents, 
with  a  view  to  the  amendment  of  the  laws  govern- 
ing the  same  in  such  way  as  to  reduce  the  expense 
of  printing  and  to  secure  a  better  system  of  dis- 
tribution. 

This  commission  has  held  quite  a  large  number 
of  sittings  during  the  summer  and  will  be  in  ses- 
sion again  during  October  and  Noveml>cr.  It  has 
already  gathered  a  ver\-  large  amount  of  statistics 
from  various  officers  of  the  government,  having  to 
do  with  public  documents,  and  I  think  it  is  deter- 
mined to  formulate  some  bill  for  presentation  at 
the  next  session,  making  possibly  some  very  radi- 
cal changes  in  this  whole  matter.  There  is  there- 
fore now  an  opportunity  for  the  librarians,  through 
the  conference,  to  bring  to  bear  upon  this  com- 
mission their  combined  influence  to  secure  the 
recommendation  from  it  of  such  legislation  as  they 
desire  in  regard  to  supplying,  especially  de}xvsit- 
ories  of  public  documents,  with  the  publications 


that  are  not  now  included  in  the  set  famished 
them.  I  think  it  therefore  very  important  that 
there  be  a  strong  committee  appointed  at  this  con- 
ference, who  shall  appear  before  this  commission 
at  the  earliest  opportunity,  to  present  the  views  of 
the  conference  and  to  urge  upon  the  commission 
the  adoption  of  these  views  in  any  new  legislation 
proposed.  Such  an  opportunity'  has  not  hitherto 
occurred,  and  if  it  is  neglected,  it  will  be  to  the 
lasting  detriment  of  our  public  libraries.  I  would 
suggest  therefore  that  not  only  such  a  committee 
be  appointed,  but  that  the  conference  pass  a  reso- 
lution, or  resolutions,  indicating  as  fully  as  practi- 
cable just  what  is  desired.  •    •    • 

It  is  possible  that  by  the  adjournment  of  the 
conference  the  commission  may  be  again  in  ses- 
sion in  this  city,  and  if  so,  would  it  not  be  a  prac- 
ticable thing  for  the  committee  appointed  to  stop 
for  a  day  or  two  in  Washington  for  consultation 
with  the  commission  ?  It  will,  after  this  is  done, 
be  very  desirable  that  the  librarians  in  the  several 
sections  of  the  country-  shall  put  themselves  in 
communication  with  their  Representatives  and  Sen- 
ators, urging  upon  them  the  importance  of  this 
legislation,  and  securing  their  favorable  action 
when  the  matter  comes  before  the  two  Houses, 
for  usually  it  requires  all  this  sort  of  influence  to 
carry  a  measure  of  this  kind  through  the  Senate 
and  House. 

There  are  several  other  matters  about  which  I 
would  like  to  speak,  but  I  will  touch  only  upon 
one  or  two.  First,  the  exchange  of  public  docu- 
ments through  this  office,  which  I  have  been  car- 
rying on  for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  greatly,  I 
believe,  to  the  advanftige  of  our  public  libraries 
and  to  their  satisfaction.  In  conducting  this  work 
I  have  had  to  encounter  considerable  opposition 
from  certain  quarters  in  this  department,  in  spite 
of  which,  however,  I  have  continued  it  just  as  far 
as  my  time  and  strength  would  permit.    *    *    * 

One  other  point  I  would  suggest,  viz.:  some  ac- 
tion with  regard  to  a  comprehensive  index  of  pub- 
lic documents,  such  as  I  suggest  in  my  last  annual 
report.  That  such  an  index  is  almost  a  matter  of 
necessity  if  our  public  documents  are  to  be  of  the 
largest  avail,  is  evident  to  any  one  who  has  fre- 
quent occasion  to  consult  them,  and  it  might  be 
well  for  the  conference  to  pass  some  resolution 
urging,  in  behalf  of  the  interests  of  our  libraries, 
that  provision  be  made,  without  further  delay,  for 
such  an  index.  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  last  re- 
port, in  which  some  of  these  matters  are  dis- 
cussed and  which  you  may  not  have  at  your  com- 
mand. 
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I  trust  that  the  meeting  of  the  Association  will 
be  very  delightful,  as  previous  gatherings  of  the 
sort  have  always  been.  I  wish  I  could  make  one 
of  the  number  going  from  this  section  of  the 
country,  but,  as  hitherto,  my  work  ties  me  very 
closely  to  the  office,  so  that,  especially  at  this  sea- 
son, I  am  unable  to  absent  myself  from  the  city. 

Hoping  that  this  may  come  to  hand  so  that  you 
can  lay  the  matters  suggested  before  the  confer- 
ence, I  remain  very  sincerely  yours, 

John  G.  Ames, 
Superintendent  of  Documents, 

Mr.  BowKER  made  a  general  statement  of  the 
situation  and  moved  that  a  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions, to  consist  of  three  persons,  be  appointed  by 
the  President,  to  report  to  this  conference  on  the 
whole  question  of  public  documents.  The  value 
of  this  work  is  very  great  in  collecting  matter  of 
value  to  the  public  at  large,  contained  in  public 
documents  unindexed. 

This  motion  was  seconded  by  Col.  Lowdermilk 
and  carried.  The  President  appointed  Mr.  Bow- 
ker,  Col.  Lowdermilk,  and  Miss  llewins. 

Col.  Lowdermilk  said :  — 

There  is  probably  no  matter  pertaining  to 
books  so  little  understood  as  the  printing  and 
distribution  of  the  publications  of  the  United 
States  government,  and  it  is  certainly  true  that 
there  is  great  lack  of  system  in  the  method  of 
doing  the  work.  While  the  laws  and  resolutions 
relating  thereto  are  sufficient  to  make  a  book  of 
good  size,  they  have  been  passed  at  various  times 
as  occasion  seemed  to  demand,  and  are  very  in- 
harmonious and  often  conflicting.  For  a  long 
while  past  the  printing  laws  have  remained  un- 
codified, and  it  requires  a  good  deal  of  research 
to  learn  just  what  they  provide  for.  A  very  ex- 
cellent compilation  of  all  such  laws  and  resolutions 
has  been  made  by  Capt.  H.  T.  Brian,  the  foreman 
of  printing,  and  I  hope  it  may  be  printed  soon  for 
general  use. 

While  many  libraries  justly  complain  that  they 
are  unable  to  procure  documents  that  they  greatly 
need,  I  apprehend  that  the  most  serious  cause  for 
dissatisfaction  is  to  be  found  in  the  long  delay  ex- 
perienced in  securing  those  which  are  pretty  sure 
to  be  sent  to  libraries  which  have  been  designated 
as  de{>ositories.  All  the  documents  ordered  by 
Congress  are  sent  to  such  depositories,  bound  up 
in  the  series  of  Congressional  documents.  The 
delay  is  always  for  months,  and  often  for  years, 
and  when  sent  they  are  found  to  be  simply  an  in- 
discriminate collection,  the  documents  in  a  volume 


having  no  relation  to  each  other.  Here  is  room 
to  remedy  two  evils  —  the  great  delay  and  the 
want  of  system  in  arrangement.  Some  means 
should  be  adopted  whereby  kindred  matter  may 
be  kept  together,  and  by  which  all  the  documents 
of  one  session  of  Congress  may  be  issued  before 
the  next  session  begins.  There  should  also  be  a 
radical  revolution  in  the  system  now  employed  in 
designating  the  volumes,  which  in  many  cases  is 
almost  incomprehensible.  The  wretched  binding 
should  also  give  place  to  better  and  more  attrac- 
tive work.  There  should  also  be  uniformity  in 
size  and  a  supression  of  big  quartos  and  large 
type. 

The  lack  of  a  proper  catalogue  or  index  to  all 
government  publications  has  long  been  a  crying 
evil,  and  should  meet  with  early  attention  and 
earnest  effort,  as  the  entire  legislative  history  of 
the  country  is  embraced  therein,  officially,  and  they 
are  constantly  being  made  use  of  by  the  schools 
and  students  of  American  history.  It  is  the  most 
valuable  material  of  the  kind  in  existence,  covering 
all  affairs  of  the  colonial  period,  as  well  as  early 
and  late  explorations,  surveys,  foreign  relations, 
finance,  revolutionary,  1812,  Mexican,  and  civil 
wars,  roads,  rivers,  harbors,  bridges,  ethnology, 
geology,  mineral  resources,  etc.  Spasmodic  ef- 
forts at  indexing  have  been  made  from  time  to 
time,  but  beyond  the  lists  found  in  the  American 
catalogue,  Hickcox's  monthly  catalogue  for  five 
years  past,  and  the  index  to  reports  of  committees 
made  by  Capt.  T.  H.  McKee,  and  which  are  inval- 
uable, nothing  at  all  satisfactory  has  been  pro- 
duced. In  1882  I  aided  in  securing  the  passage 
of  an  act  providing  for  a  complete  alphabetical, 
subject-index  catalogue,  and  the  work  was  put  in 
the  hands  of  Major  Ben :  Perley  Poore,  who  pro- 
duced a  chronological  list  with  an  index.  The 
arrangement  was  poor  and  altogether  contrary 
to  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  inasmuch  as 
wholly  inexperienced  persons  were  employed  it 
has  only  served  to  show  how  valuable  a  really 
good  catalogue  would  be.  I  have  indexed  for  my 
own  use  several  thousand  titles,  and  last  winter 
submitted  to  Congress  specimen  sheets  of  such  a 
work  as  I  thought  might  meet  the  necessities  of 
the  case.  In  this  plan  the  arrangement  was  by 
subject,  alphabetically,  and  under  a  general  head 
the  subject  was  exhausted.  In  addition  to  the 
title  was  given  a  brief  of  the  contents,  the  charac- 
ter of  the  document,  date,  number  of  pages,  and 
location  by  Congress  and  session  or  department 
from  which  issued.  With  this  specimen  as  a  basis 
a  bill  was  introduced  in  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
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and  referred  to  the  committees  on  printing,  both 
of  which  would  have  reported  favorably  but  for 
lack  of  time  in  consequence  of  the  political  dead- 
lock. Some  155,000  had  already  been  expended 
upon  an  index  to  the  journals  of  Congress,  and  as 
it  was  likely  that  some  $60,000  more  would  be  re- 
quired to  finish  it  the  appropriation  was  suspended, 
as  it  was  concluded  that  the  work  would  not  be  of 
sufficient  value  to  justify  its  continuance. 

I  have  found  that  when  Senators  and  Members 
have  been  fully  informed  u|)on  any  matter  of 
importance  in  which  libraries  are  interested,  they 
have  been  most  liberally  inclined,  and  I  am  quite 
sure  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  inducing 
Congress  to  grant  whatever  reasonable  relief  may 
be  asked.  What  is  wanted  is  that  every  librarian 
shall  induce  the  Senators  and  Members  of  their 
respective  States  to  take  a  personal  interest  in  the 
matter,  and  make  the  library  cause  their  own 
cause.  It  is  not  so  much  that  the  libraries  are  not 
given  all  they  want,  but  that  what  is  given  comes 
to  them  so  tardily  aud  in  such  questionable  shape. 
The  law  provides  that  a//  documents  printed  by 
order  of  Congress  for  free  distribution  shall  go  to 
the  libraries  designated  as  depositories.  If  they 
are  not  so  sent,  it  is  the  fault  of  the  administration. 
It  may  be  desirable  to  have  the  list  of  depositories 
enlarged,  and  also  to  include  in  the  distribution 
some  things  which  are  printed  from  department 
funds,  and  for  which  no  provision  for  distribution 
has  been  made. 

My  opinion  is  that  every  State  should  have  at 
least  imf  library  in  which  there  may  be  found  a 
complete  •  set  of  the  publications  of  the  govern- 
ment —  everything —  from  the  begining,  if  possible, 
and  every  great  centre  of  population  should  pos- 
sess all  that  librarians  may  designate  as  useful  or 
desirable  at  that  place. 

Professor  Root  spoke  further  on  the  subject  of 
the  distribution  of  ])ublic  documents,  urging 
action  and  the  necessity  of  personal  application  to 
Congressmen  and  others  in  authority. 

The  President.  —  For  several  years  before 
the  present  I  was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Documents,  and  always  found  Senator 
Manderson  very  ready  to  try  to  do  for  libraries 
what  they  wish  for.  Senator  Iloar  has  always 
assured  me  that  Senator  Manderson  has  been 
our  friend.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  Hovey 
has  secured  the  support  of  Senator  Hawley.  It 
is  my  opinion  that  we  have  made  a  real  advance 
this  year  and  that  we  are  acting  on  the  right  line. 
I  hope  the  majority  report  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  BowKER.  —  Next  year  the  Committee  on 


Public  Documents  will  be  able  to  go  much  further 
in  this  work,  as  the  public  is  beginning  to  under- 
stand the  value  of  having  government  publications 
at  hand  for  consultation. 

The  President  asked  Dr.  Wire  to  take  charge 
of  the  museum  of  articles  for  exhibition. 

Mr.  Woodruff  exhibited  the  Leyden  and 
Florence  catalogues,  and  spoke  in  praise  of  Italian 
library  work. 

endowment. 

Mr.  Dudley  read  the  report  of  the  Endow- 
ment Committee. 

As  it  is  usual  for  the  several  committees  to 
make  reports  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, it  devolves  upon  us  to  say  something. 
Such  committees  are  expected  to  report  progress, 
and  then,  after  the  acceptance  of  their  reports,  to 
ask  for  their  discharge.  If  by  progress  is  meant 
the  accomplishment  of  the  work  which  has  been 
set  us  to  do,  we  must  humbly  but  consciously 
confess,  at  the  outset,  that  our  labors  have  been 
largely  in  vain,  and  that  such  progress  as  is  above 
referred  to  does  not  appear  as  yet  to  be  even 
within  the  limits  of  our  vision.  In  short,  as  a 
committee  whose  duties  are  to  draw  money  out  of 
other  people's  pockets,  we  regretfully  admit  that 
we  do  not  appear  to  have  been  a  signal  success. 
The  members  of  the  Association  must  decide 
whether  this  is  our  fault  or  theirs. 

In  living  over  the  enthusiasm  shown  at  the 
Conference  last  year,  and  recalling  the  spontane- 
ous pledges  of  money  made  by  the  several  States, 
it  seemed  to  us  that  it  would  not  be  necessary 
even  to  jog  the  memory  of  those  earnest  men  and 
women  who,  in  their  eager  enthusiasm  to  help 
along  the  good  cause,  pledged  not  only  their  own 
money,  but  the  entire  wealth  of  their  respective 
States  as  well ;  while  there  seemed  to  be  no  ques- 
tion  that  the  first  matter  which  should  receive  their 
attention  on  their  arrival  home  would  be  the  send- 
ing of  these  pledged  amounts  to  the  members  of 
your  committee,  who  rested  confident  in  the  be- 
ll^ that  the  whole  amount  would  be  deposited  in 
the  Sank  and  be  drawing  interest  within  a  month. 
The  fact  must  not  be  lost  sight  of  that  the  mem- 
bers of  your  committee  were  among  those  who 
pledged  their  States  for  sums  of  money,  the  in- 
come of  which  should  be  used  for  the  benefit  of 
the  A.  L.  A.,  and  they  are  obliged  reluctantly  to 
admit  that,  in  their  eagerness  to  dun  others,  they 
have  somewhat  forgotten  the  obligations  which 
they  themselves  assumed.    The  strenuous  efforts 
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which,  as  creditors,  they  have  put  forth,  must  be 
made  to  stand  as  an  excuse  for  their  inaction  in 
the  capacity  of  debtors. 

Rhode  Island  is  always  pointed  out  as  one  of 
the  smallest  States  in  the  Union.  Hereafter  one 
of  the  events  in  her  history  will  be  the  fact  that 
she  early  made  good  her  pledge  to  the  A.L.  A. 
To  this  action  her  citizens  and  their  descend- 
ants may  ever  point  with  pride,  and  may  with 
entire  propriety  say  to  her  sister  States  :  **  While 
in  area  we  may  indeed  be  small,  we  certainly  are 
not  in  other  ways.  ** 

Michigan  stretches  out  her  hand  to  Pennsylva- 
nia, not  forgetting  to  take  in  Ohio  by  the  way, 
and  together  these  three  States  have  poured  into 
the  ever-ready  coffers  of  your  committee  moneys 
to  which  they  stood  pledged.  Topeka  smiles 
from  afar  on  New  Jersey,  New  Hampshire,  and 
Massachusetts,  and  with  them  sends  evidence  that 
her  word  is  as  good  as  her  bond.  Surely  these 
eight  are  not  the  only  States  in  the  great  sister- 
hood of  States,  and  yet  none  others  have  com- 
pleted their  promised  contributions.  Perhaps,  in 
their  unfriendly  rivalry  to  secure  the  World's 
Columbian  Exposition,  the  great  and  prosperous 
States  of  Illinois  and  New  York  have  forgotten 
their  more  than  friendly  rivalry  for  supremacy  in 
the  amount  of  their  individual  subscriptions  to  our 
endowment  fund.  Who  can  forget  the  glance  of 
injured  feeling  which  stole  across  the  face  of  Dr. 
Poole,  when,  it  being  intimated  that  Illinois  had 
pledged  nothing,  he  replied :  "  Illinois  will  do  as 
much  as  New  York."  This  proves  to  have  been 
a  Western  boast.  New  York  has  raised  $iio, 
but  where,  oh  1  where  is  Chicago  ?  We  cannot 
refrain  from  contemplating  the  feelings  of  shame 
and  remorse  which  will  chase  each  other  over  the 
face  of  Dr.  Poole,  when  his  attention  is  called  to 
his  earnest  pledge  and  idle  boasting,  now,  no 
doubt,  long  since  forgotten. 

What  with  the  Grant  Monument  still  unfin' 
ished,  and  the  Directors  of  the  World's  Fair 
appealing  to  the  government  for  aid,  offering  a 
mortgage  on  the  gate  money  as  security  for 
the  loan,  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that 
perhaps  there  are  better  fields  than  these  for 
raising  money. 

A  full  year  has  passed  by  since  your  committee 
was  appointed,  and  since  the  Association,  at  its 
conference,  appointed  a  board  of  trustees  to  man- 
age this  fund.  The  duties  of  the  trustees  have 
not  as  yet  been  very  onerous.  Your  committee 
finds  itself  confronted  today  with  the  same  prob- 
lem as  twelve  months  since.    At  the  conference 


held  at  Fabyan's  in  1890  the  sum  of  $5,000  was 
pledged  by  the  several  States.  Of  this  amount 
only  13,215  has  been  raised,  leaving  quite  a  bal- 
ance to  be  taken  care  of. 

It  seems  to  your  committee  that  there  is  no  rea- 
son why  a  very  substantial  fund  should  not  be 
raised  for  the  use  of  the  Association,  and  we  are 
confident  in  the  belief  that  efforts  properly  put 
out  would  result  in  the  end  desired.  Tme,  a  fund 
of  15,000  would  be  a  good  beginning,  but  our  ef- 
forts should  not  stop  when  we  have  succeeded  in 
raising  this  amount. 

How  best  this  can  be  done  your  committee  is  at 
a  loss  to  say.  We  have  had  printed  and  sent  out 
a  great  number  of  circulars,  with  an  extra  sheet 
containing  copies  of  letters  of  indorsement  sent 
to  us  by  some  of  the  more  prominent  educators 
in  the  country,  these  letters  heartily  indorsing  our 
scheme.  These,  of  course,  we  did  not  expect 
would  in  themselves  bring  contributions,  but  we 
did  hope  that  they  would  form  an  opening  wedge 
for  future  personal  solicitations.  Personal  solici- 
tation is,  after  all,  the  only  trustworthy  way  of 
raising  money ;  and  if  the  members  of  the  Ameri- 
can Library  Association  cannot  put  their  shoulders 
to  the  wheel  and  raise  this  money,  we  may  be  sure 
that  no  one  from  outside  will  do  it  for  us.  The 
committee  wrote  personally  to  all  who  had  not 
sent  iii  their  pledges  by  the  ist  of  August  last. 
In  answer  to  some  of  the  letters  the  amount  of  the 
respective  pledges  was  sent ;  to  others  no  reply 
whatever  was  vouchsafed. 

We  would  suggest  that  those  members  of  the 
Association  who  shall  attend  the  Conference  at 
San  Francisco  shall  renew  their  pledge  of  sup- 
port to  this  good  cause,  and  return  to  their  homes 
determined  to  leave  no  stone  unturned  to  do  what 
is  in  their  power  to  make  the  contributions  from 
their  State  as  large  as  possible.  We  must  not  be 
satisfied  with  $5,000,  nor  need  we  be  if  we  will  all 
turn  to  and  work.  We  must  use  every  channel 
that  is  open  to  us  for  the  securing  of  this  money, 
remembering  that  a  large  number  of  small  con- 
tributions is  oftentimes  as  good  as  a  few  large 
ones.  If  every  trustee  of  public  libraries  through- 
out the  country  would  give  one  dollar,  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  very  simple  arithmetic  to  see  that  the  fund 
would  already  amount  to  much  more  than  $5,000. 
If  every  librarian  will  make  this  a  personal  mat- 
ter, starting  with  the  trustees  of  his  own  library, 
and  gradually  extend  his  efforts  to  wider  fields, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  in  1892  we  shall  have  a 
fund,  the  income  of  which  would  be  of  very  great 
service  to  the  American  Library  Association. 
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In  closing,  your  committee  begs  to  call  your 

attention  to  the  Trustees*  report  herewith,   with 

exhibits,  as  indicated. 

John  M.  Glenn. 

E.   C.  HOVEY. 

Boston,  September  30, 1891. 

Dr.  Poole. —  Mr.  Norman  Williams  has  been 
in  Europe  all  summer  and  could,  consequently,  do 
no  work,  but  will  report  to  the  committee  later. 
The  money  can  be  raised  and  will  be  raised,  and 
Chicago  will  do  as  much  as  New  York. 

■  Mr.  Johnston.  —  Mr.  Pliny  D.  Sexton  has 
promises  that  all  the  money  pledged  by  New  York 
will  be  raised,  and  the  Convention  may  be  certain 
that  it  will  be  raised. 

Mr.  Dudley. —  Colorado  did  not  raise  the  |foo 
pledged  by  it,  because  no  circulars  have  been 
sent  as  promised. 

Mr.  Cook  also  complained  that  no  circulars 
had  been  received. 

Mr.  HiLD. —  The  Chicago  Public  Library  Trus- 
tees are  now  considering  whether  they  can  legally 
appropriate  money  for  this  end  from  their  funds. 
If  they  determine  that  they  cannot  do  so,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  they  would  raise  the  subscription 
personally. 

Mr.  SouLE. —  I  think  the  situation  is  not  with- 
out hope;  Mr.  Hovey  has  raised  12,500  by  his 
own  efforts,  and  others  can  do  the  same. 

Dr.  Linderfelt  read  the 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  ENDOWMENT 

FUND. 

Boston,  Mass.,  September  28,  1891. 
We  inclose  exhibit  marked  A,  a  statement  show- 
ing names  of  those  who  pledged  themselves  at 
Fabyan's  last  year,  with  the  amounts  of  their  re- 
spective pledges,  and  also  another  column  of  fig- 
ures, indicating  what  proportion  of  these  amounts 
has  been  raised.  This  shows  that  the  total 
amount  raised  amounts  to  13,215.  From  this 
amount  we  have  paid  out  the  following  sums  for 
expenses  incurred  during  the  year : 

Nathan  Sawyer  &  Son,  for  printing  cir- 
culars      |i  21.25 

Library  Bureau,  for  distributing  same  I3«85 


Total  cash  received ^3*218.75 

Total  amount  paid  out i35-io 


$135.10 

We  have  also  received  interest  amounting  to 
I3.75  on  a  note  given  us  by  Treasurer  Carr,  to  se- 
cure the  payment  of  a  loan  of  I200,  which  loan 
has  since  been  paid.  Our  condition,  therefore,  is 
as  follows : 


Deducting  this  latter  item,  we  have     .    $3«o83.65 

This  is  represented  by  cash  on  hand  and  in  the 
bank,  by  amounts  subscribed  and  not  yet  collected, 
and  by  a  note  for  $500,  sent  by  the  officers  of  the 
publishing  section  to  secure  a  loan  made  by  us  tu 
them,  and  bearing  interest  at  six  per  cent  per 
annum. 

We  inclose  as  exhibits  B  and  C  copies  of  oar 
letters  of  indorsement  and  circular,  which  we  dis- 
tributed widely  throughout  the  country. 

E.  C.  Hovey. 

(Exhibit  A.) 

TRUSTEES  OF  ENDOWMENT  FUND  in  accOUtU  wUJk 
AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

Nanu. 


Jtttttm 

Rmi$t4L 


Atmi. 
PUdgtd. 

H.  M.  Utley,  Detroit,  ^100.00  ^100.00 

O.  S.  Whitelaw,  St.  Louis,  100.00  50.00 

H.  Kephart,         **      «  laoo  o 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Whitney,  Kan.  City,     50.00  o 

W.  Beer,  Topeka,  25.00  25.00 

C.  R.  Dudley,  Denver,  100.00  o 

K.  A.  Linderfelt,  Milwaukee,  100.00  o 

A.  W.  Whelpley,  Cincinnati,  175*00  I75-00 

W.  H.  Brett,  Cleveland,  10.00  laoo 

Miss  H.  P.  James,  Wilkesbarre,  100.00  loaoo 

F.  P.  Hill,  Newark,  100.00  iooxx> 
R.  A.  Guild,  Providence,  100.00  100.00 
Miss  C.  H.  Garland,  N.  H.,  10.00  laoo 
W.  F.  Poole,  Chicago,  2,000.00  o 

C.  C.  Pickett,      "  200.00  o 
Dewey  &  Sexton,  New  York,  2,000.00  110.00 

G.  E.  Stechert,         "        •*  100.00  100.00 
Library  School,        "        "  100.00  100.00 
Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn,  25.00  o 
A.  L.  Peck,  Glovers ville,  25.00  o 

F.  C.  Patten,  State  Library,  N.  Y.  10.00  o 

Staten  Island,  10.00  o 

E.  C.  Hovey,  2,000.00    -2,000.00 

S.  S.  Green,  100.00  loooo 

Brooklinc,  Mass.,  25.00  35,00 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  25.00  o 

Lawrence,  Mass.,  25.0Q  25.00 

Salem,  Mass.,  25.00  50.00 

Lowell,  Mass.,  10.00 

A.  N.  Brown,  Annapolis,  10.00  10.00 

D.  Mann,  Washington,  5.00  5.00 
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(Exhibit  B.) 

AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

Organiud  in  1876. 

President :  Melvil  Dewey,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Sec- 
retary University  State  of  New  York ;  Director 
New  York  State  Library. 

Secretary:  William  E.  Foster,  Providence,  R.  I., 
Librarian  Providence  Public  Library. 

Trustees  of  the  Endowment  Fund:  Pliny  T.  SEX- 
TON, President  First  National  Bank,  Palmyra, 
N,  Y.,  Regent  of  University  of  State  of  New 
York;  NoRMAN  Williams,  1007  Tacoma 
Building,  Chicago,  111.,  Trustee  Crerar  Library; 
E.  C.  HovEY,  Merchant,  Box  1753,  Boston, 
Mass.,  Trustee  of  Brookline  (Mass.)  Public 
Library. 

If  you  have  not  time  to  read  this  circular  when 
received,  please  preserve  it  for  later  (not  late) 
examination. 

Or,  if  you  will  not  soon  be  able  to  carefully  consid- 
er the  subject  it  presents,  or  do  not  need  such  inspi- 
ration as  may  be  incited  by  its  suggestions,  please 
give  us  immediately  all  the  money  you  can  rea- 
sonably spare  and  raise  to  help  create  an  Endow- 
ment Fund,  whose  income  may  be  used  by  our 
Association  in  support  of  its  earnest  efforts  to 
develop,  multiply,  and  improve  valuable  library 
aids  and  methods,  and  stimulate  and  elevate  the 
character  and  capacity  for  usefulness  of  librarians. 

Contributions  to  such  endowment  will  in  no 
slight  degree  discharge  the  duty  which  all  self- 
helpful  persons  owe  to  their  fellow-creatures,  and 
will  be  likely,  directly  and  indirectly,  to  return 
much  good  to  the  givers  themselves. 

Trustees  of  libraries  and  librarians  are  requested 
to  act  as  agents  in  soliciting  and  forwarding  con- 
tributions, which  may  be  sent  to  either  of  the 
above-named  trustees  of  the  Endowment  Fund,  or 
to  John  M.  Glenn,  12  St.  Paul  street,  Baltimore, 
Md.,  manager  of  the  New  Mercantile  Library, 
who  is  the  associate  member  of  the  Special  Endow- 
ment Committee. 

An  Appeal  to  Friends  of  Libraries  for 

Help. 

The  American  Library  Association,  during  its 
fifteen  years  of  life,  has  been  constantly  hindered 
from  the  higher  degree  of  its  possible  usefulness 
by  a  lack  of  money ^  and  it  now  seeks  to  obtain  an 
Endowment  Fund  whose  income  may  be  a  peren- 
nial resource  for  aid  in  ei^ecuting  its  well-matured 


plans,  and  which  shall  encoarage  and  extend  (as 
may  be  done  indefinitely)  its  work,  which  is  of  the 
most  promising  missionary  character. 

Librarians,  whether  or  not  affiliated,  need  no 
reminder  of  the  helpfulness  of  our  Association. 
Nor  can  thoughtful  lovers  of  humanity  doubt  that 
the  time  is  near  at  hand  when  well-equipped  and 
properly-conducted  libraries  are  to  be  most  effec- 
tive agencies  in  enlightening,  purifying,  and  ele- 
vating mankind. 

Vice  incubates  in  ignorance.  The  world  cannot 
successfully  quarantine  itself  against  the  former: 
the  hot-bed  in  which  it  breeds  must  be  destroyed. 
Existing  educational  methods  are  valuable  but 
insufficient.  The  work  of  our  present  schools 
must  be  supplemented  by  multiplying  and  enlarg- 
ing in  scope  public  libraries.  The  libraries  of  the 
past  have  been  mainly  cloisters  of  exceptional  and 
profound  scholarship.  Excellent  in  their  charac- 
ter, they  have  garnered  the  experience  and  wis- 
dom of  the  past,  and  kept  alive  the  divine  spark 
of  mental  culture.  The  libraries  of  the  future 
should  be  made  the  lifelong  schools  of  the  people 
at  large  —  schools  from  which  graduation  will  be 
only  into  the  life  to  come. 

The  hope  and  safety  of  organized  society  depend 
upon  the  wide  diffusion  of  intelligence  and  cul- 
ture ;  and  from  no  centres  can  such  influences  be 
so  beneficently  extended  as  from  generously  sup 
ported  and  wisely-managed  public  libraries. 

It  is  manifest,  however,  that  before  libraries 
can  generally  attain  to  such  popular  usefulness 
there  will  need  to  be  much  educating  and  training 
of  librarians  for  their  part  therein,  and  that  they 
must  devote  much  study  and  experimental  treat- 
ment to  the  subject  of  the  necessary  changes  and 
improvements  in  the  construction  and  arrange- 
ment of  libraries  in  the  details  of  library  work  — 
involving,  doubtless,  among  other  things,  the  pre- 
paration and  printing  of  manuals  of  instruction 
for  both  librarians  and  the  people,  but  whose 
limited  use  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  movement 
would  preclude  expectation  that  their  cost  would 
be  reimbursed  by  their  sale. 

The  work  already  accomplished  by  the  Ameri- 
can Library  Association  is  seen  throughout  the 
country  in  better  library  buildings  and  in  the 
beginning  of  a  new  era  of  library  architecture;  in 
improved  methods  of  administration ;  in  new  labor 
and  time  saving  working  aids;  in  the  rapid  multi- 
plication of  libraries;  in  the  promotion  of  benefi- 
cial legislation ;  and  in  the  elevation  of  librarian- 
ship  to  the  dignity  of  a  profession. 
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So  far  this  work  has  been  done  {almost  unaided) 
by  a  few  of  the  librarians  of  the  country,  who,  at 
considerable  loss  of  their  own  valuable  time,  and 
usually  at  their  own  expense, —  which  could  illy  be 
afforded  from  their  meagre  salaries, —  have  been 
meeting  together  on  occasions  for  the  past  fifteen 
years,  educating  each  other  by  comparing  views 
and  reporting  experiences,  and  devising  and  exe- 
cuting, as  well  as  they  could  with  their  limited 
resources,  plans  for  increasing  the  usefulness  of 
libraries. 

Having  so  clearly  demonstrated  what  they 
might  and  would  do  if  properly  supported,  it  is 
certainly  time  now  that  the  material  burdens  of 
such  missionary  work  should  be  lifted  from  their 
shoulders ;  and  it  should  be  made  possible,  not 
only  that  the  present  competent  laborers  in  the 
good  cause  may  accomplish  more,  but  also  that 
others  equally  competent  may  be  enabled  to 
cooperate  with  them. 

Any  one  interested  in  library  work  who  has  ever 
attended  a  meeting  of  our  Association  will  readily 
appreciate  the  great  worth  of  the  papers  there  read 
on  the  various  branches  of  library  science,  as  well 
as  the  almost  equally  valuable  interchange  of  views 
that  are  drawn  forth  by  the  subsequent  discus- 
sions ;  and  yet  much  that  is  of  the  highest  value 
to  library  interests  is  often  practically  lost  to  the 
profession  and  to  the  public  at  large  because  of 
lack  of  means  to  promptly  publish  and  widely  dis- 
seminate the  record  of  our  proceedings. 

As  instances  of  the  high  character  and  impor- 
tance of  the  work  done  by  our  Association,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  mention  two  most  able  and  com- 
prehensive papers  read  at  the  recent  annual  meet- 
ing :  the  one  on  "  The  Public  Library  and  the  Pub- 
lic School,"  by  Dr.  William  T.  Harris,  United 
States  Commissioner  of  Education  ;  and  the  other 
on  "  University  Extension  and  its  Relation  to  Li- 
braries," by  Dr.  Herbert  B.  Adams,  professor 
of  history  in  Johns  Hopkins  University.  There 
could  be  no  subjects  more  im|>ortant  or  of  greater 
interest  to  all  classes. 

Proper  reading  for  young  people  is  a  subject  of 
great  importance,  and  one  that  causes  much  con- 
cern to  parents  and  thoughtful  librarians.  It  was 
one  of  the  earliest  subjects  to  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  our  organization,  which  has  long  had  in 
hopeful  contemplation  the  preparation  and  publi- 
cation of  a  carefully-selected  list  or  catalogue  of 
suitable  books  that  could  be  safely  recommended 
for  the  entertainment  and  instruction  of  children. 

The  printing  of  such  a  work  would  not  be 
undertaken  as  a  business  venture  by  any  pub- 


lisher, for  its  probable  sale  would  be  too  limited. 
It  could  be  done  only  by  co-operative  effort,  and 
it  is  only  in  this  year  that  our  Association  has 
finally  been  able  to  issue  such  a  manual.  The 
book  is  called  **  Reading  for  the  Young,*'  and 
was  mainly  compiled  by  the  late  John  F.  Sargent. 
It  is  an  excellent  illustration  of  the  good  work  that 
might  be  done  under  the  auspices  of  the  American 
Library  Association  if  it  had  adequate  pecuniary 
resources  at  its  command. 

A  copy  of  said  manual  will  be  mailed  to  every 
contributor  to  our  Endowment  Fund. 

And  now,  one  and  all,  give  us  a  prompt  and 
liberal  response  to  this  appeal,  and  have  a  share  in 
the  good  work  waiting  to  be  done. 

We  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  copies  of 
letters  received  by  us  in  indorsement  of  this  En- 
dowment Fund,  which  will  be  found  on  separate 
sheet  inclosed. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  the  Endowment 
Committee. 

Pliny  T.  Sexton. 
John  M.  Glenn, 
e.  c.  iiovev. 

(Exhibit  C) 

Letters  of   Indorsement. 

AsHFiELD,  Mass.,  Sept.  i6,  1890. 
My  Dear  Mr.  Hovey  : 

I  have  seen  with  great  interest  and  pleasure 
that  a  subscription  has  been  auspiciously  begun  to 
raise  a  fund  for  the  publication  of  the  important 
papers  which  are  read  by  the  best  librarians  in  the 
country  at  the  annual  meeting  of  their  Association. 
The  New  York  member  of  the  committee,  Mr. 
Pliny  T.  Sexton  of  Palmyra,  I  know  well  as  a  fel- 
low regent  of  the  university,  and  a  more  fortunate 
selection  could  not  have  been  made. 

It  is  only  very  recently  that  the  service  of 
the  library  in  our  system  of  education  has 
been  properly  understood.  As  actual  forces  of 
education,  many  libraries  have  been  practically 
moribund.  The  methods  of  making  their  re- 
sources practically  useful  have  been  but  recently 
studied  and  applied.  Happily  they  share  in  the 
impulse  of  the  modern  college  movement.  In 
New  York  the  State  Library  has  just  been  made 
part  of  the  university  in  the  State,  and  every 
library  in  the  State  will  be  touched  into  new  life. 
The  training  school  for  librarians  has  already 
proved  its  great  benefit  to  the  more  general  and 
more  intelligent  use  of  the  libraries. 

The  publication  of  the  views  and  of  the  results 
of  experience  in  all  the  great  libraries  in  the  coun- 
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try  which  are  represented  in  the  Association  will 
be  of  the  greatest  value  to  all  library  officers  and 
trustees,  and  its  advantage  to  the  public  is 
obvious.  I  am  very  glad  to  know  your  interest 
in  the  subject  ;  and  the  more  persons  you  can 
interest  in  it,  the  better  for  us  all. 
Very  truly  yours, 

George  William  Curtis. 

Harvard  University, 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  Oct.  8,  1890. 
Dear  Sir :  —  Your  effort  to  raise  a  permanent 
fund  for  the  American  Library  Association  de- 
serves to  have  prompt  success.  For  all  the  higher 
education  libraries  are  indispensable  auxiliaries  ; 
and  for  elementary  education,  such  as  towns  and 
cities  provide  by  taxation,  one  of  the  best  tests  of 
success  is  the  use  subsequently  made  of  libraries 
by  the  population  trained  in  the  public  schools. 
Elementary  schools  which  do  not  implant  in  a 
large  proportion  of  their  pupils  a  taste  for  reading 
books,  fail  of  their  principal  object.  The  wise 
development  and  management  of  libraries  are, 
therefore,  of  fundamental  and  lasting  public  inter- 
est. Under  our  laws  and  customs  it  is  quite  as 
necessary  to  train  library  trustees  as  librarians  for 
the  intelligent  discharge  of  their  duties.  Com- 
mending your  undertaking  to  the  generous  sup* 
port  of  all  persons  who  take  satisfaction  in  using 
their  private  means  for  the  promotion  in  sure 
ways  of  the  common  good,  I  remain 

Very  truly  yours, 

Charles  W.  Eliot. 
Mr.  E.  C.  HovEY. 

Johns  Hopkins  University, 

Baltimore,  Sept.  24,  1890. 
Aly  Dear  Sir :  — In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  I  am 
very  happy  to  say  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with 
the  purposes,  history,  methods,  and  influence  of 
the  American  Library  Association,  and  I  am  sure 
that  it  has  made  important  contributions  to  the 
literary  and  educational  progress  of  this  country. 
The  proposal  to  raise  a  fund  for  the  partial  en- 
dowment of  the  Association  meets  with  my  hearty 
concurrence.  The  librarians  should  not  be  ex- 
pected to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  meetings  which 
are  maintained,  not  for  their  personal  advantage, 
but  for  the  public  good,  and  which  merit  the  finan- 
cial support  of  the  public  for  the  same  reasons 
that  educational  and  charitable  conferences  are 
the  recipients  of  aid.  It  appears  quite  reasona- 
ble that  trustees  of  libraries  should  be  asked  to 
contribute  to  the  proposed  fund,  and  also  to  make 
it  easy  for  librarians  in  their  service  to  attend 


these  annual  conventions,  because  all  who  resort 
to  public  libraries  are  sure  to  be  benefited  by  the 
discussions,  suggestions,  and  recommendations 
formulated  by  the  librarians  in  respect  to  the  con- 
struction, arrangement,  heating,  and  lighting  of 
buildings,  the  selection,  purchase,  and  care  of 
books,  the  preparation  of  catalogues,  the  duties  of 
librarians,  and  the  most  effective  ways  of  meeting 
the  wants  of  the  varied  classes  in  the  community 
Everybody  is  interested  in  securing  the  very  best 
administration  of  libraries.  Toward  that  end  the 
Library  Association  effectively  works. 

Yours  sincerely, 

D.  C.  Gilman. 
John  M.  Glenn,  Esq. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
Bureau  of  Education, 
Washington,  D.  C,  Sept.  23,  1890. 
Mr.  £.  Clarence  Hovey,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir:  —  I  am  very  glad  to  learn  that  the 
librarians,  at  their  recent  meeting  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, have  formed  a  section  of  their  Association 
to  include  trustees  of  libraries  only.  Much  good 
will  come  from  this  organization  if  it  can  be  suc- 
cessful in  securing  attendance  on  the  part  of 
library  trustees  over  the  country.  While  there 
are  many  trustees  who  are  very  distinguished  and 
proficient  persons  in  the  work  of  libraries,  and 
who  are  competent  to  superintend  and  direct  the 
institutions  under  their  charge,  there  are,  of 
course,  very  many  persons  selected  by  the  pub- 
lic or  appointed  by  stockholders  who  are  not  com- 
petent in  the  details  of  library  management, 
although  they  are  good  financiers  and  business 
men.  The  discussions  of  the  Librarians'  Con- 
gress furnish  just  the  educational  element  that 
is  needed  to  aid  trustees  in  their  work.  I  feel 
quite  sure,  therefore,  that  this  movement  will 
assist  substantially  the  work  of  librarians  by 
effecting  a  change  for  the  better  in  the  Boards  of 
Trustees  scattered  over  the  country. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

W.  T.  Harris,  Commissioner. 

Mr.  HiLD  moved  that  the  report  of  the  Endow- 
ment Committee  be  placed  on  file  and  that  the 
report  of  the  trustees  of  that  fund  be  referred  to 
the  Finance  Committee.     Carried. 

Mr.  Hild  read  Mr.  Sexton's  letter. 

Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  17,  1891. 
Samuel    S.   Green,   Esq.,    President    American 

Library  Association. 

Dear  Sir:  —  Absence  and  illness  have  delayed 
reply  to  your  card,  in  which  you  politely  expressed 
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the  hope  that  we  might  go  to  the  San  Francisco 
meeting  of  the  A.  L.  A.  — a  pleasure  which  I  very 
much  regret  to  say  we  will  be  compelled  to  forego. 
We  have  never  been  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  the 
opportunity  will  not  likely  occur  again  of  making 
the  trip  under  such  favorable  circumstances; 
but  we  find  it  impossible  to  go. 

Concerning  the  A.  L.  A.  Endowment  Fund,  I 
am  sorry  to  have  little  to  report;  less  probably 
than  either  of  the  other  members  of  the  commit- 
tee, who  I  presume  have  already  made  their 
reports  to  you. 

I  have  received  only  the  following  amounts  :  — 

From    Charles    D.    Vail,    Librarian    of 

Hobart  College,  at  Geneva,  N.  Y.,        Iio.oo 

From  Hon.  Jona.  Chase,  of  Valley  Falls, 
R.  I.,  through  Reuben  A.  Guild, 
Librarian  of  Brown  University,  50.00 

From  the  members  of  the  Library  School 

at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  100.00 

To  which  Mrs.  Sexton  and  I  add  100.00 


Making  a  total  in  my  hands  of       |26aoo 

In  this  connection  I  wish  to  explain  that  I  have 
been  unable  to  make  personal  solicitation  of  con- 
tributions to  the  fund.  Great  numbers  of  circu- 
lars have  been  sent  out,  inviting  gifts,  but  have 
failed  to  call  forth  responses.  The  lesson  seems 
to  be  that  such  begging  can  only  be  successfully 
done  in  person,  and  that  I  have  not  been  able  to 
do.  Long  continued  illness  kept  me  so  much  a 
prisoner,  that  many  most  imperative  duties  have 
been  entirely  neglected. 

And  the  present  state  of  my  health  admonishes 
me  that  the  coming  year  is  so  likely  to  repeat  the 
experience  of  its  predecessor,  that  I  feel  I  ought 
to,  and  I  do  now,  respectfully  resign  to  the  Amer- 
ican Library  Association  my  positions  of  member 
of  its  Endowment  Fund  Committee  and  as  Trus- 
tee of  its  Endowment  Fund. 

This  costs  me  some  pangs,  for  I  gratefully  ap- 
preciated the  honor  which  those  appointments 
conferred  upon  me ;  but  it  would  not  be  honora- 
ble to  retain  them  without  such  measure  of  use- 
fulness as  I  see  no  possibility  of  my  rendering  in 
the  near  future. 

Congratulating  you  and  the  Association  on 
your  presidency,  and  earnestly  wishing  for  and 
confidently  anticipating  its  continued  and  enlarged 
prosperity  and  beneficence,  I  am 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
Pliny  T.  Sexton. 

Mr.  HiLD  moved  that  the  Finance  Committee 
present  two  names  to  the  convention  to  fill  the 


vacancies  in  the  Trustees  of  the  Endowment  Fund. 
Carried. 

Mr.  Cutter  presented  a  verbal  report  of 

THE  COdPERATIVE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Cooperative  Committee  have  had  very 
little  in  the  way  of  library  helps  brought  to  their 
attention  in  the  past  year,  but  are  agreed  in 
recommending : — 

1.  H.  H.  Ballard's  klips  and  binders.  (Pitts- 
field,  Mass.,  P.  L.) 

2.  C:  A.  Cutter's  colored  and  larger  initial 
labels  for  card  drawers. 

3.  C:  A.  Cutter's  shields  for  movable  electric 
lamps. 

Mr.  Lane's  card-volume  system  for  holding 
catalogue  slips  (in  place  of  drawers)  has  been 
studied  by  Miss  Green,  and  will  l^e  reported  upon 
for  the  Library  journal, 

Mr.  Cutter  also  mentioned  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility, not  having  been  able  to  consult  the  rest  of 
the  committee  about  these  matters :  — 

1.  K.  A:  Linderfelt's  plan  for  a  card  catalogue, 
with  cards  written  on  both  sides,  and  drawers 
pulling  out  on  both  sides  of  the  case,  enabling  the 
public  on  one  side  and  the  attendants  on  the 
other  to  consult  the  same  catalogue. 

2.  S.  C.  Dana*s  shelf  groove  for  labels.*  (Den- 
ver P.  L.) 

3.  S.  C.  Dana's  card  box. 

4.  S.  C.  Dana's  periodical  card. 

5.  Fitch's  combined  shelf-list,  classed  catalogue, 
and  indicator.*    (Sacramento  P.  L.) 

Mr.  Cutter  stated  that  the  Committee  on  Re- 
vision of  the  Constitution  had  done  nothing. 

Mr.  Dudley  moved  that  a  committee  of  five  on 
Revision  of  the  Constitution  be  appointed  by  the 
chair.  Carried.  Messrs.  Soulc,  Winsor,  Cutter, 
Crunden,  and  Dewey  were  appointed. 

COMMITTEES. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  commit- 
tees: 

Reception :  Messrs.  Nolan,  Hild,  and  Whelpley, 
and  Misses  Allan  and  Sherman. 

Resoiutiom:  Messrs.  Scudder,  Jenks,  and  Dana, 
and  Misses  Ilewins  and  Harbaugh. 

GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS. 

Miss  Hewins  read  a  report  on  gifts  and  be- 
quests.   {Seep.  27) 


•See  Miss  Plummer*t  "Western  Libraries,"  in  Library 
Journal,  16:  335. 
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Mr.  BowKER  offered  the  following  resolution : 

The  American  Library  Association  cannot  close 
the  first  union  of  its  San  Francisco  Conference 
without  expressing,  as  strongly  as  it  is  possible  to 
do,  its  unbounded  indebtedness  to  its  Secretary, 
Frank  P.  Hill,  for  the  pleasures  of  its  trans- 
continental journey  and  for  the  promise  of  an 
un  usually  successful  conference  here,  and 
recognizing  that  it  is  his  self-sacrificing  devotion 
and  his  unsparing  attention  for  weeks  past  to 
every  detail  of  preparation  and  management, 
which  has  resulted  in  his  temporary  illness  and 
deprived  us  for  some  days  of  the  pleasure  and 
benefit  of  his  presence,  it  sends  to  him,  with  its 
best  wishes  for  his  speedy  recovery  and  return  to 
our  deliberations,  its  loving  sympathy  and  its 
heartfelt  thanks. 

Adjourned. 

SECOND  SESSION, 
(Tuesday  Afternoon,  October  13.) 

The  President  called  the  convention  to  order 
at  2.15  p.  M. 

Mr.  Cutter  exhibited  and  explained  a  novel 
paper  file,  in  use  in  the  Sacramento  Public  Library. 

The  President  announced  that  a  photographer 
would  take  a  photograph  of  the  Association  at 
Palo  Alto.  He  also  announced  that  Miss  Hewins 
had  resigned  from  the  "  sub-committee  on  imme- 
diate action  in  regard  to  public  documents."  The 
resignation  was  accepted  and  Miss  Ahem  was 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

catalogue  of  the  publications  of  the  nine- 
teenth CENTURY. 

Mr.  BowKER. —  This  subject  is  brought  before 
the  Association  at  the  present  time,  largely  for  the 
purpose  of  getting,  either  publicly  in  the  confer- 
ence or  privately,  any  criticisms  of  this  plan  of 
work,  and  any  suggestions  that  may  be  made.  I  do 
not  think  that  this  general  work  will  be  more  than 
twice  or  three  times  the  size  of  the  original  cata- 
logue of  1876.  Our  work  will  give  us  an  English- 
speaking  bibliography  approximately  complete. 
The  following  is  a  memorandum  on  a  General  Cata- 
logue of  American  Publications  of  the  Nineteenth 
Century. 

{From  the  Preface  of  the  American  Catalogue^ 

1884-qo.) 

In  the  preface  to  the  volume  of  The  American 
Catalogue  of  1876-84,  the  present  writer  outlined 
a  scheme  for  the  publication  of  a  General  Cata- 
logue of  American  Publications  of  the  Nineteenth 
Century.  We  are  now  within  the  last  decade  of 
that  century,  and  face  its  end.  The  work,  if  it  is 
to  be  done,  must  be  begun  almost  at  onqe,  and  it 


is  the  intention  of  the  present  editor  to  organize, 
during  1892  or  1893,  preparations  for  the  collection 
of  material,  provided  there  is  reasonable  hope  of 
obtaining  guarantees  against  too  great  pecuniary 
loss.  The  cost  of  such  a  work  would  scarcely  be 
less  than  ^50,000,  and  might  out-reach  that  figure. 
Efforts  will  therefore  be  made  to  procure  sub- 
scriptions for  500  guarantee  copies,  at  |ioo  each, 
from  libraries,  publishers,  the  leading  booksellers, 
clubs,  private  collectors  of  books,  and  public- 
spirited  citizens  interested  in  such  national  under- 
takings; and  as  collections  are  made,  either  of 
individual  subscriptions  or  of  installments  as  re- 
quired for  the  work  of  compilation,  which  will  be 
the  main  element  of  cost,  they  will  be  placed  in 
deposit  with  some  trust  company  in  the  name  of 
trustees,  to  whom  the  work  will  be  secured  as  it 
progresses,  thus  affording  a  guarantee  in  case  of 
the  death  of  the  editor  or  his  inability  otherwise 
to  complete  the  undertaking.  His  personal  work 
will  be,  of  course,  chiefly  of  organization,  plan, 
and  general  control,  nor  could  the  present  writer 
undertake,  in  view  of  other  responsibilities  press- 
ing upon  him  and  personal  literary  work  in  plan,  to 
do  more  than  act  as  general-in-command  —  in  view 
of  which  he  is  willing  to  put  aside,  until  the  work 
had  paid  all  other  expenses,  any  question  of  per- 
sonal pecuniary  profit  or  other  compensation,  and 
indeed  to  contribute  his  share  toward  such  other 
expenses.  As  planned,  the  work  would  make 
several  thick  octavo  volumes,  ranging  not  with 
the  present  series,  but  with  the  Trade  List  Annual 
volumes.  Two  of  these,  at  least,  would  be  devoted 
to  main  entries,  by  author  and  title ;  one  to  sub- 
ject entries;  one  to  government  publications;  and 
a  fifth  (possibly  conjoined  with  the  former)  to 
State  publications,  books  issued  by  societies,  books 
in  series,  and  omissions  and  errata  in  the  first 
volumes. 

The  most  practicable  method  of  compilation 
would  probably  be  to  cut  from  the  American  Cata- 
logue of  1876,  and  later  volumes  and  slip,  that  ma- 
terial by  authors  (titles  in  case  of  anonymous 
works),  insert  in  the  alphabet  the  Kelly  and  Roor- 
bach  entries,  and  fill  out  American  titles  from  the 
copyright-deposit  records,  from  the  early  trade 
publications  and  publishers'  lists,  and  from  the 
printed  catalogues  of  the  larger  libraries.  Pub- 
lishers would  for  this  purpose  be  asked  to  report 
any  of  their  publications  since  1876  not  given  in 
the  American  Catalogue  volumes,  and  the  cooper- 
ation of  libraries  would  also  be  asked  in  the  com- 
parison of  their  catalogues.  It  might  be  desirable 
to  print  as  proofs  the  shortest  possible  title-a-line 
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list  of  books  uncatalogued  in  the  existing  Ameri- 
can catalogues,  starring  those  points  on  which 
further  particulars  are  needed,  that  libraries  might 
add  omitted  titles  or  fill  out  needed  bibliographi- 
cal data.  It  would  be  desirable  to  give  birth  and 
death  dates  of  American  authors,  but  this  is  prob- 
ably too  much  to  undertake.  It  would  probably 
be  well  to  confine  the  catalogue  to  books  actually 
printed  in  America,  or  having  the  imprint  of 
American  publishing  houses,  omitting  the  impor- 
tations of  English  branch  houses  or  American  im- 
porters, which  are  included  in  the  current  Ameri- 
can catalogues.  The  first  two  volumes  should  be 
published  in  1902  and  1903.  As  soon  as  these 
were  printed,  it  would  be  expected  that  all  inter- 
ested, particularly  libraries  and  second-hand  book- 
dealers,  would  cooperate  in  furnishing  lists  of 
omissions,  and  filling  bibliographical  deficiencies, 
so  that  the  work,  in  its  final  form,  might  be  ap- 
proximately complete. 

Meanwhile,  work  on  the  subject-volume  would 
be  progressing,  but  this  should  not  be  sent  to  the 
printer  until  reasonable  time  after  the  publication 
of  the  main-entry  portion  had  been  given  for  the 
record  of  omissions,  which,  as  also  possibly  gov- 
ernment and  State  publications  and  the  issues  of 
societies,  either  in  detail  or  by  general  cross  ref- 
erences, should  be  covered  in  the  subject-entries. 
The  United  States  Government  publications,  by 
the  cooperation  of  such  bibliographers  or  experts 
as  Messrs.  Hickox,  Lowdermilk,  and  J.  G.  Ames, 
preferably  on  the  plan  adopted  for  the  current 
volumes,  which  permits  extension  backward  as 
well  as  forward  with  a  minimum  of  work  and  of 
space,  could  meantime  be  published,  and  the 
State  publications  also  could  be  separately  edited. 
These  departments  should  assure  more  or  less 
national  and  State  support  for  the  work  in  the 
shape  of  guarantee  subscriptions.  The  publica- 
tions pf  societies,  which,  when  complete  for  the 
century,  would  be  of  the  greatest  value  to  schol- 
ars, the  lists  of  books  in  series,  including  the  indi- 
vidual issues  in  nonpareil,  and  similar  features, 
could  also  be  separately  and  simultaneously  edited, 
on  the  lines  already  laid  down. 

If  this  series  of  volumes  should  be  finished,  as 
they  ought,  by  1905,  it  would  then  be  compara- 
tively easy  to  complete  the  national  record,  as 
would  not  be  possible  in  an  older  nation,  by  the 
issue  of  a  prefatory  volume,  through  library  coop- 
eration, giving  American  publications  in  the  eight- 
eenth and  previous  centuries.  America  would 
then  have  the  most  complete  national  bibliog- 
raphy in  the  world. 


Pres.  Green. —  How  do  you   propose  to  have 
the  expense  paid  ? 

Mr.  BowKER. — I  propose,  as  in  all  the  work  I 
have  undertaken,  to  make  it  a  private  enterprise. 
If  government  publications  are  included,  it  will  be 
very  proper  to  look  to  the  government  and  State 
Departments  and  libraries  for  individual  subscrip- 
tions to  the  work.  I  think  that  150,000  is  a  very 
moderate  estimate.  The  expense  of  this  cata- 
logue will  be  very  much  greater  than  that  of  1876. 
Pres.  Green. —  Then  you  propose  to  issue  a 
prospectus  in  due  time,  to  see  what  support  you 
can  get  ? 

Mr.  BoWKER. —  My  present  desire  is,  that  this 
matter  should  be  discussed  as  fully  as  possible  in 
our  meeting  this  year.  Afterward,  as  the  plan 
grows,  steps  will  be  taken  to  send  out  a  pros- 
pectus and  see  what  guarantee  of  subscriptions  we 
could  get.  This  is  on  a  footing  with  the  great 
catalogue  of  1876,  which  was  presented  at  the 
Philadelphia  Exposition  and  was,  in  a  sense,  one 
of  the  results  of  the  feeling  of  national  enterprise 
prevailing  at  that  time.  This  will  come,  in  its 
preparation,  about  the  time  of  the  Columbian 
Exposition,  and  I  have  no  doubt  Dr.  Poole  will  be 
ready  to  have  Chicago  guarantee  about  half  the 
expense  of  the  work.    (Laughter.) 

The  libraries  and  second-hand  booksellers 
ought  to  take  some  pains  to  fill  up  the  omissions 
in  the  American  catalogue  and  then  those  omis- 
sions should  be  included  in  the  second  volume.  I 
think  it  is  of  very  great  importance  to  get  this 
into  shape,  because  it  would  present  a  very  good 
bibliography  of  American  publications  during  the 
time,  except  for  secular  purposes.  Of  course, 
when  you  get  back  of  the  year  1800,  you  have 
trouble,  merely  from  the  number  of  books. 

Mr.  Cutter. —  I  hope  the  publications  of 
societies  will  be  entered  in  the  author  catalog 
as  well  as  in  the  society  list,  and  will  be  included 
in  the  subject  catalog  under  their  proper  sub- 
jects. 

Mr.  Bowker.—  We  have  a  list  of  the  societies 
for  the  third  volume  of  the  American  catalogue, 
but  it  has  been  impossible  to  get  them  in  the  cur- 
rent volume  of  authors.  Entries  should  be  made, 
both  under  authors  and  under  subjects.  Library 
people  should  be  of  assistance  in  stirring  up  the 
societies  to  report.  In  regard  to  the  publications 
of  societies,  there  is  an  utter  absence  of  biblio- 
graphical record,  except  it  is  an  accidental  one  in 
those  few  libraries  which  have  collected  the  pub- 
lications of  the  few  societies  in  their  neigh- 
borhood. 
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Mr.  Cutter. — I  also  hope  that  it  will  not  be 
found  too  costly,  at  least  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
to  give  the  birth  and  death  of  the  author,  and, 
perhaps,  some  slight  biographical  data  by  which 
to  identify  him. 

Mr.  BowKER. —  That  would  be  a  matter  of  great 
cost.  I  suppose  in  the  present  volume  it  will  cost 
two  thousand  dollars,  out  of  the  eight  or  nine,  to 
remedy  deficiencies  in  the  publishers*  lists.  The 
delay  in  holding  type,  altering  proofs,  etc.,  is  an 
enormous  expense  in  the  work  of  cataloging. 

Dr.  Poole. — This  work  being  begun  so  long 
beforehand,  possibly  some  of  these  matters  can 
be  supplied  in  the  manuscript.  I  am  pleased  to 
hear  this  report,  for  it  looks  like  the  beginning  of 
an  "American  Bibliography,*'  which  we  so  much 
want.  We  have  nothing  which  compares  with 
the  Englbh  catalogues.  My  objection  to  the 
"American  Catalogue  **  has  always  been  that  it  is  a 
booksellers*  catalogue.  I  think  the  booksellers' 
feature  ought  to  be  eliminated  altogether.  The 
books  we  want  most  to  know  about  are  the  books 
which  are  rare ;  and  the  principle  of  the  "Ameri- 
can Catalogue  **  is  to  omit  books  which  are  not 
for  sale.  After  an  edition  has  run  out  and  cannot 
be  supplied,  the  title  has  not  been  furnished  by 
the  publisher  to  the  "American  Catalogue."  The 
matter  of  the  selling  of  books  has  nothing  to  do 
with  bibliography.  I  have  printed  several  tracts 
which  have  never  been  on  sale,  but  they  are  none 
the  less  valuable  for  that.  It  has  been  my  prac- 
tice to  print  monographs  and  give  them  away,  and 
then  I  am  sure  to  get  some  good  readers.  I  think 
it  due  to  the  writers  in  this  country  who  print 
books  at  their  own  expense  and  give  them  away, 
that  we  should  have  an  "American  Bibliography." 
We  should  have  one  which  will  be  a  scholar's 
bibliography,  and  not  simply  a  bookseller's  cata- 
logue. I  want  the  titles  given  in  a  bibliographical 
way,  and  the  dates  of  publication  given.  The 
dates  are  commonly  omitted  in  the  "American 
Catalogue,'*  because  the  booksellers  did  not  want 
it  known  that  the  edition  appeared  a  good  many 
years  ago,  for  fear  that  it  would  not  sell  as  well. 
But  the  date  when  a  book  did  appear  ought  to 
appear  in  the  catalogue.  Now  let  us  have  a  good, 
square,  honest  catalogue,  if  we  are  going  to  have 
an  "American  Bibliography,"  and  not  one  simply 
for  the  selling  of  books.  I  think  this  feature  will 
pay.  I  hope  Mr.  Bowker  will  keep  the  fact  in 
mind,  and  I  believe,  from  what  I  have  heard,  that 
Mr.  Bowker  intends  to  give  us  a  genuine  biblio- 
graphical catalogue. 

Mr.  Bowker.— Mr.  President,  apparently  Mr. 


Poole  has  not  had  much  occasion  to  consult  the 
"  A  merican  catalogue."  Every  effort  was  made  for 
it  to  obtain  the  titles  of  books,  whether  in  print  or 
out  of  print.  Every  effort  was  made  to  procure 
full  bibliographical  data ;  dates  were  given  where 
it  was  possible  to  obtain  them,  and  when  not 
given,  it  was  because  it  was  impossible  to  obtain 
them.  There  has  been  every  intention  to  pre- 
serve the  highest  bibliographical  standard  that 
can  be  attained.  If  we  had  waited  until  we  could 
publish  the  catalogue  on  other  than  commercial 
principles,  we  should  not  have  had  it  at  all. 
While  I  pledge  for  myself  the  strongest  en- 
deavor to  reach  the  highest  bibliographical  stan- 
dard and  include  all  the  most  valuable  class  of 
books  of  which  Dr.  Poole  speaks,  I  do  think  that 
there  should  be  some  appreciation  of  the  "  Ameri- 
can catalogue"  as  it  exists  at  the  present  time. 

ENDOWMENT. 

Mr.  SouLE  read  a  telegram  just  received  from 

Mr.  Hovey : 

"  Massachusetts  sends  greetings  and  adds  I500 
more  to  Endowment  Fund." 

president's  address. 
Pres.  Green  then  read  his  address. 

{Seep,  I.) 

A  recess  of  ten  minutes  was  taken  to  exaniine 
specimens  of  binding  exhibited  by  Mr.  D.  V.  R. 
Johnston,  of  the  State  Library,  Albany,  New 
York. 

Announcement  was  made  of  visits  to  China- 
town, also  of  visits  to  libraries  Friday  afternoon, 
and  of  the  excursion  on  Saturday  to  Santa  Cmz, 
etc. 

BINDING. 

Mr.  D.  V.  R.  Johnston  read  his  paper  on 

BINDERS  AND  BINDING  IN  LIBRARIES. 

{Seep,  9.) 

Pres.  Green. —  This  subject  is  now  open  for 
discussion. 

Mr.  Bowker. —  We  want  to  hear  from  Mr. 
Cutter  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Cutter. —  We  employ  a  binder  —  or 
rather,  we  let  a  room  in  our  building,  at  a  cheap 
rent,  to  a  binder  who  works  for  us  at  contract 
prices.  The  gain  to  him  is  low  rent  and  small 
insurance  premium;  to  us  safety  and  quickness, 
the  books  being  bound  in  the  building  and  all  re- 
turned to  us  at  the  end  of  each  month.  In  cases 
of  extra  haste  we  require  return  within  three 
days.    I  have  lately  had  all  books  bound  without 
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any  gilt  bands.    The  lettering  shows  much  better 
in  that  style. 

Dr.  LiNDERFELT.—  We  tried  the  different  bind- 
eries in  the  city,  and  have  found  it  impossible  to 
get  work  done  satisfactorily.  The  last  bindery 
had  our  work  for  four  or  five  years.  The  binding 
itself  was  satisfactory,  but  the  difficulty  was  in  the 
slowness  of  the  work.  When  the  question  of  a 
new  building  came  up  our  trustees  wanted  to  do 
the  work  ourselves.  We  began  it  in  June,  pur- 
chasing machinery  of  the  very  best  kind,  for  over 
$700.  Our  old  binder  offered  to  finish  the  work 
quicker  for  an  advance  of  10  per  cent  on  the  price, 
but  we  did  not  accept  his  proposition.  We  had 
not  room  in  the  building,  so  rented  a  room  for 
$20  a  month.  We  employed  a  workman  as  super- 
intendent at  1 18  a  week,  an  assistant  at  |i2, 
two  girls  at  1 5  each,  and  one  at  I4  a  week.  We 
will  probably  not  save  any  money,  but  we  get  our 
work  quicker.  They  have  turned  out  200  to  300 
books  a  week.  To  determine  the  difference  in 
cost  between  our  present  method  and  the  old 
way,  we  keep  an  exact  account  of  the  number  of 
books  bound  and  what  they  would  have  cost  by 
the  old  method,  so  that  I  can  lay  before  the  Asso- 
ciation at  the  end  of  the  year  a  statement  of  the  cost 
by  both  methods.  We  have  adopted  sewing  on 
parchment  strips,  and  I  have  yet  to  find  a  single 
book  which  has  broken  the  cover  itself.  That 
binding  is  of  the  very  best  kind. 

I  am  inclined  to  take  exception  to  the  statement 
of  Mr.  Johnston  that  the  roans  are  to  be  dis- 
carded. For  some  time  we  have  used  a  prepara- 
tion of  roan  which  we  get  from  a  Philadelphia 
house,  Schwartz  &  Co.,  which  4s  far  superior  to 
any  roan  I  ever  had,  and  just  as  serviceable, 
and  much  cheaper.  We  pay  about  |io  a  dozen 
less  for  them,  and  they  can  be  had  all  colors. 

Mr.  Johnston. —  Even  at  that  you  only  save 
about  10  cents  per  volume. 

Mr.  BowKER. —  Dr.  Linderfelt,  how  much  was 
your  bindery  bill  last  year  ? 

Dr.  Linderfelt. — It  amounted  to  about 
$2,500,  or  not  more  than  l3,ooo.  Our  intention 
now  is  to  go  thoroughly  through  the  entire  library, 
and  rebind  every  volume  that  needs  it,  before  mov- 
ing to  the  new  building. 

Mr.  BowKER. —  I  want  to  inquire  from  Mr. 
Cutter  whether  he  had  an  arrangement  with  his 
binder  to  give  the  preference  to  his  work.  At 
certain  seasons  of  the  year,  when  there  is  a  great 
demand  for  blank  and  other  work,  the  binder  is 
inclined  to  put  off  his  library  work  for  other  work, 
which   accounts  for  much   of  the   delay.     Any 


arrangement  with  a  binder  should  take  this  into 
consideration. 

Mr.  Cutter. —  We  did  not  make  any  agree- 
ment to  have  preference  in  our  work.  I  put  a 
clause  in  the  contract  that  we  could  terminate  it 
at  a  month's  notice,  at  any  time,  and  that  we 
might  send  as  much  work  as  we  chose,  but  did 
not  bind  ourselves  to  give  him  any  work  at  all. 
Therefore,  if  there  is  any  delay  we  have  an  easy 
remedy,  because  there  are  several  binders  who 
would  like  his  rooms.  Besides,  if  any  schedule  is 
not  returned  by  the  end  of  the  calendar  month, 
he  gets  no  pay  for  it  till  the  end  of  the  next 
month.  As,  like  all  the  binders  whom  I  have 
known,  he  is  in  a  state  of  permanent  impecunios- 
ity,  the  schedules  always  are  sent  up  within  the 
month. 

Mr.  BowKER.— Did  he  buy  the  plant,  or  did 
you? 

Mr.  Cutter. —  He  owned  the  plant  and  moved 
it  in  from  his  former  rooms.  He  is  an  indepen- 
dent binder  and  he  does  work  for  us  under  con- 
tract, and  for  any  one  else  who  will  employ  him, 
and  as  he  is  one  of  the  best  binders  in  the  city, 
and  perhaps  the  best,  he  gets  plenty  to  do. 

Mr.  Bowker. —  I  think  that  in  any  town  where 
there  are  private  libraries  the  best  location  for  a 
bindery  would  be  near  the  public  library,  because 
it  would  suggest  to  people  going  into  the  library 
the  convenience  and  advisability  of  having  books 
rebound ;  and  I  do  not  see  why  the  plan  of  Mr. 
Cutter,  if  applicable  to  large  libraries,  should  not 
be  applicable  to  libraries  in  moderate-size  towns. 

Miss  Tessa  L.  Kelso. —  We  use  ordinary  buff- 
ing mounted  on  tag  board,  and  find  it  very  satis- 
factory and  very  cheap.  It  is  flexible  and  people 
enjoy  using  it.  We  have  used  it  for  two  years. 
The  binder  told  me  of  a  thing  which  has  helped 
wonderfully;  bending  a  book  at  three  or  four 
places  and  bringing  a  great  pressure  to  bear  upon 
it  I  have  found  this  to  save  half  our  binding  of 
fiction  and  current  periodicals,  breaking  them  be- 
fore they  go  on  to  the  shelf. 

Mr.  Johnston.—  A  good  fall  may  break  flexible 
work.  Buffing  is  very  good  as  far  as  it  goes,  but 
it  is  an  uncertain  leather  to  use. 

Miss  Kelso. —  It  is  cheap. 

Mr.  Johnston. —  It  is  better  .than  roan  or 
skives,  but  I  think  if  in  the  place  of  that  buffing 
you  should  use  morocco  or  half  duck,  you  will  get 
much  more  satisfactory  results.  Dr.  Linderfelt's 
roan  is  buffing. 

Dr.  Linderfelt. —  I  use  silver  for  lettering 
instead  of  gilt,  and  find  it  cheaper. 
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Mr.  Johnston. —  But  the  amount  of  gilt  on  a 
book  is  a  very  trifling  matter;  a  leaf  of  Vallou's 
best  gold  costs  hardly  a  cent,  and  you  would  not 
use  that  much.  I  have  never  seen  library  books 
m  silver.  I  have  seen  it  used  on  cream  tinted 
fancy  work.  It  makes  a  handsome  book,  but  you 
cannot  read  the  title. 

Miss  Sherman. —  Before  this  question  is 
closed  I  would  like  to  ask  for  a  satisfactory  way 
of  mounting  plates,  so  that  they  will  be  neither 
clumsy  nor  destroyed.  Do  any  librarians  mount 
plates  ? 

Miss  Kelso. —  We  have  art  plates,  ordinary 
supplements  which  come  with  the  Graphic^  and 
so  on,  which  we  want  to  circulate  in  the  schools 
for  the  use  of  the  pupils.  The  teachers  some- 
times paste  a  strip  of  adhesive  library  paper  over 
the  corner  and  hang  them  up  on  the  wall. 

Miss  Sherman. —  I  mean  art  plates. 

Mr.  Johnston. —  The  only  things  t  know 
about  are  charts,  which  are  mounted  on  cambric. 

Miss  Sherman. —  We  mount  them  on  card- 
board, so  that  they  can  be  carried  through  the 
streets.  They  are  clumsy,  but  they  last,  and  I 
know  of  no  other  way. 

Mr.  Whelpley  described  at  length  the  method 
of  binding  in  Cincinnati.  We  have,  he  said,  a 
binder  who  gives  the  utmost  satisfaction,  both  as 
to  time  and  to  quality  of  work.  He  is  the  son  of 
an  old  German  bookbinder  who  came  to  our  city 
forty  years  ago,  and  made  library  work  his  busi- 
ness, and  trained  his  boy  to  help  him.  This  son, 
now  a  man  with  a  family,  knows  exactly  when 
and  how  to  bind  the  library  books,  and  all  about 
putting  on  titles  without  being  told.  We  can  get 
our  books  bound  in  two  weeks  if  we  want  them. 

NEW  YORK   LIBRARY   SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Hill's  report  on  the  Library  School  was 
read  by  Dr.  Wire. 

As  Mr.  Lamed  and  Miss  Coe,  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  were  unable  to  attend  this 
meeting,  you  must  be  content  with  only  one-third 
of  a  report. 

The  Library  School  is  no  longer  an  experiment. 
It  has  been  in  active  operation  for  five  years,  open- 
ing its  doors  Jan.  5,  1887,  and  it  is  time  to  look  back 
upon  its  record,  and  see  if  the  result  aimed  at  by 
its  founder  and  instructors  has  been  secured ;  and 
what  is  of  greater  importance,  learn,  if  we  can, 
whether  trustees  and  librarians  have  been  benefited 
by  its  establishment. 

Some  of  you  possibly  will  not  agree  with  me  as 
to  the  worth  of  the   school,  but  my  estimate  is 


made  up  from  visits,  questions,  and  trial  of  several 
graduates. 

It  was  my  intention  to  give  a  short  sketch  of 
the  institution,  but  the  new  circular  issued  by  the 
director  gives  all  necessary  information,  and  re- 
lieves me  of  that  duty. 

Very  briefly  I  will  state  a  few  facts.  The  school 
was  opened  Jan.  5,  1887,  with  twenty  students. 
The  course  extended  over  four  months.  The 
school  opens  this  fall  with  thirty*five  members. 

For  three  years  the  school  was  under  the  fos- 
tering care  of  Columbia  College,  but  after  the 
election  of  Mr.  Dewey  to  the  secretaryship  of  the 
University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  it  was  trans- 
ferred, by  agreement  between  the  Columbia  trus- 
tees and  the  regents  of  the  University,  to  the 
State  Library  at  Albany. 

Here  in  October,  1889,  it  began  the  fourth  year 
of  its  existence. 

During  the  three  years  at  Columbia  no  entrance 
examinations  were  held,  but  since  the  removal  to 
Albany  candidates  have  been  examined  in  litera- 
ture, language,  and  general  information.  At  the 
last  examination  Tuesday,  9  June,  1891,  thirty- 
two  questions  were  asked.  From  October,  1889, 
through  June,  189 1,  sixty-one  persons  were  ex- 
amined, each  having  taken  from  one  to  nineteen 
examinations.  Of  this  number  thirty-five  failed 
in  one  or  more  studies.  In  June,  189 1,  twenty- 
four  took  the  entrance  examinations  and  twelve 
failed  to  pass. 

Nine  of  the  twelve  tried  again  in  September. 
Since  June  all  applicants  have  been  told  that  the 
entering  class  for  189 1  is  already  full,  and  their 
only  chance  of  entering  this  year  is  from  vacancies 
which  may  occur.  This  year  entrance  examina- 
tions have  been  held  in  twelve  pjaces  in  the  States 
of  New  Hampshire,  Maine,  New  York,  Illinois, 
and  Michigan. 

Graduating  exercises  were  held  for  the  first 
time  Wednesday,  8  July,  1891. 

The  school  now  occupies  four  rooms,  a  gain  of 
two  over  last  year. 

The  faculty  consists  of  eight  regular  instructors 
and  twenty  non-resident  lecturers. 

That  there  was  need  of  just  such  a  school  is 
shown  from  the  fact  that  of  all  the  graduates  who 
wanted  library  positions,  only  one  failed. 

The  last  few  years  have  seen  such  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  libraries  and  improvement  in 
methods  of  managing  them,  that  trained  assistants 
have  become  a  necessity. 

The  most  perplexing  task  of  a  chief  librarian  is 
to  teach  beginners  —  to  take  such  material  as  the 
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trustees  see  fit  to  g^ve  him,  and  try  to  moald  it  to 
the  proper  library  standard. 

Happily  this  state  of  things  is  fast  passing 
away,  and  the  selection  of  assistants  is  being  left 
more  and  more  to  the  librarian.  The  A.  L.  A. 
Library  School  helps  us  out  by  doing  away  with 
the  necessity  for  individual  schools. 

I  recall  the  remark  of  a  distinguished  craftsman 
who  said  that  he  could  fill  his  library  with  men 
and  women  anxious  to  learn  the  work,  and  willing 
to  serve  months  without  pay;  but  his  answer 
always  was  the  same:  "I  haven't  the  time  to 
give  to  such  labor.*' 

Let  us  see  what  the  school  does. 

1.  It  offers  the  aspirants  for  library  honors  the 
same  opportunities  granted  the  lawyer,  the  doc- 
tor, the  minister,  each  in  his  chosen  profession. 
The  students  have  a  well-defined  purpose  in  view 
and  intend  to  carry  it  out. 

2.  It  brings  together  those  who  are  completely 
interested  in  the  subject.  The  very  elect  go  there. 
No  drones  are  admitted,  or,  if  they  do  get  in, 
soon  find  the  pace  too  fast  and  quietly  retire. 

3.  It  starts  and  educates  the  pupils  in  the  right 
way,  and  prepares  them  for  the  real  work  which 
begins  in  the  library  proper. 

4.  The  course  of  training  gives  the  pupils  an  in- 
sight into  the  most  approved  methods  of  manage- 
ment and  systems  of  classification  adopted  by  the 
larger  libraries  in  the  country;  and  by  occa- 
sional visits  to  the  library  centres  they  are  enabled 
to  see  how  the  work  is  carried  on.  And  so  when 
the  graduates  go  forth  they  are  not  wedded  to  one 
particular  theory,  but  are  prepared  to  grasp  any. 
I  am  aware  that  some  librarians  prefer  to  train 
their  own  assistants,  feeling  sure  then  that  they 
will  be  brought  up  in  the  way  they  should  go.  In 
the  long  run  this  may  pay,  but  I  doubt  it.  Excep- 
tions only  prove  the  rule.  If  I  had  my  way  every 
recruit  should  come  from  another  library  or  the 
Library  School,  in  order  that  new  ideas  might  be 
brought  in,  fresh  inspiration  infused  into  the  old 
soldiers,  and  a  higher  standard  set  for  their  emu- 
lation. 

Just  as  one  returns  from  a  conference  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  quickened  by  the  intercourse  with  brother 
librarians,  and  ready  to  keep  in  line  with  all  that 
is  best  in  library  work. 

5.  It  keeps  librarians  and  assistants  on  their 
mettle  all  the  time.  They  don't  want  the  school 
to  get  ahead  of  them.  One  good  Library  School 
girl  will  pat  more  snap  into  a  staff  than  any 
amount  of  scolding,  flattery,  or  A.  L.  A.  confer- 
ence. 


6.  It  places  library  work  on  a  more  elevated 
plane,  by  making  of  it  a  recognized  science. 

7.  It  teaches  trustees  and  the  public  to  have 
greater  respect  for  the  calling  of  a  librarian ;  for 
they  find  at  the  school  not  mere  enthusiasts,  but 
earnest,  thoughtful,  far-seeing  students  fully  alive 
to  the  requirements  of  the  times,  and  prepared  to 
enter  whole-souled  into  this  great  educational 
work. 

8.  It  shows  trustees  where  they  can  find  compe- 
tent employees.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  there  isn't 
good  material  in  the  libraries  today ;  but  I  do  con- 
tend that  there  is  a  surplus  of  poor  stock  among 
us,  and  whatever  can  be  done  to  improve  the 
quality  merits  approval. 

9.  It  has  resulted  in  giving  to  new  libraries 
trained  and  competent  people,  who  could  lay  a 
good  foundation  and  build  upon  it ;  and  where  a 
Library  School  pupil  has  been  put  in  charge  of  an 
old  library  better  service  has  been  the  outcome. 

10.  Wherever  its  existence  is  known  would-be 
applicants  are  deterred  from  becoming  candi- 
dates. Boards  of  trustees  now  recognize  the  fact 
that  local  talent  is  not  always  the  best.  Really, 
the  people  do  not  care  whether  or  no  an  employee 
is  a  resident — what  they  want  is  the  service. 
Trustees  no  longer  find  it  necessary  to  select  a 
local  candidate  whenever  a  vacancy  occurs.  They 
can  look  only  to  the  good  of  the  library. 

The  time  will  come,  and  that  soon,  when  trus- 
tees will  no  more  think  of  taking  an  inexperi- 
enced person  for  librarian  or  assistant,  than  they 
would  of  engaging  the  services  of  a  mining  engi- 
neer to  erect  their  building.  Before  the  school 
was  established  trustees  seldom  thought  of  going 
outside  the  city  for  library  help.  They  felt  they 
must  select  some  local  man  or  woman.  Times 
are  better  now. 

Finally:  Every  graduate  is  a  living  example  of 
the  usefulness  of  the  Library  School. 

Rapid  strides  have  been  taken  since  1887. 
Every  year  adds  to  its  reputation,  and  in  this 
success  librarians  rejoice.  The  school  has  settled 
down  to  staid,  definite  work.  The  hurry  and 
drive,  accompanied  by  high  nervous  tension,  are 
gone.  There  is  still  plenty  of  interest  and  enthu- 
siasm left,  but  one  no  longer  notices  that  attempt 
to  do  too  much  in  a  short  time.  This  year  the 
instructors,  not  the  pupils,  seem  to  be  the  ones 
who  need  restraint. 

From  inquiries  made  of  other  librarians,  sup- 
ported by  my  own  experience,  it  is  conclusively 
proven  that  the  pupils,  as  a  rule,  underrate  rather 
than  overrate  their  own  ability. 
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A  few  words  in  the  way  of  criticism :  If  any- 
thing, the  entrance  examinations  are  too  severe. 
Perhaps  not  too  much  so  to  secure  the  best 
material ;  but  it  seems  to  me  just  as  good  results 
might  be  obtained  with  a  little  lower  standard. 
For  instance,  applicants  who  have  had  library 
experience,  and  appear  to  be  imbued  with  the 
"  proper  library  spirit,"  might  be  taken  on  trial 
even  though  they  fail  to  pass  the  examinations, 
for  it  isn't  always  the  best  educated  person  who 
makes  the  best  librarian.  It  is  quite  as  necessary 
to  know  how  to  meet  and  treat  people  who  visit 
the  library  as  to  know  books ;  and  the  former  is 
as  hard  for  some  to  learn  as  is  the  latter  for 
others.    A  happy  medium  is  desirable. 

The  pupils  should  not  be  rushed.  It  were  bet- 
ter to  lengthen  the  course  and  not  make  them 
think  they  can  learn  everything  in  two  years.  It 
would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  old  library  hand 
were  taught  as  some  libraries  prefer  the  written 
to  the  printed  card. 

To  librarians  I  would  say :  Steer  clear  of  the 
Library  School  unless  you  are  as  enthusiastic  as 
the  instructors  and  pupils,  and  are  fully  pre^ 
pared  to  answer  all  manner  of  questions. 

It  is  a  mistake  that  the  name  of  the  school 
should  be  confined  to  a  single  State ;  and  I  hope 
the  Board  of  Regents  having  control  of  the  school 
will  consent  to  drop  the  words  New  York  State 
from  the  title,  and  let  it  be  known  as  "  The  Library 
School." 

In  my  judgment  the  school  is  here  to  stay,  and 
will  continue  to  increase  in  usefulness  until  it  shall 
be  recognized  and  accepted  by  the  great  brother- 
hood of  librarians  and  the  community  at  large,  as 
the  most  powerful  agent  in  shaping  successful 
library  workers.  Frank  P.  Hill. 

BROOKLYN   LIBRARY  TRAINING  CLASS. 

Miss  Plummer  was  called  on  by  the  President 
for  an  account  of  her  training  classes  in  Brooklyn. 
She  wiis  out  of  the  room,  but  has  since  furnished 
the  following  report : 

These  classes  were  started  in  1890,  in  response 
to  a  well-defined  and  frequently  expressed  need. 
People  came  to  them  who  could  not  afford  the 
longer  time  or  the  greater  expense  of  the  Library 
School,  who  could  not,  in  some  cases,  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  school  advantages  for  lack  of 
college  education,  who  were  satisfied  to  learn  the 
system  of  cataloging,  or  the  technical  processes 
of  the  Pratt  Institute  Library  only,  and  who  did 
not  feel  at  finishing  that  their  brief  training  en- 
titled them  to  such  positions  as  the  Library  School 
graduates  may  justly  hope  for  after  their  longer, 


broader,  and  more  arduous  course.  As  in  the 
Library  School,  a  majority  of  the  students  were 
young  women.  The  instructors  were  all  members 
of  the  Library  staff,  each  of  whom  took  charge  of 
the  training  class  when  it  entered  her  peculiar 
province,  while  the  two  cataloging  classes,  which 
were  quite  distinct  from  the  other,  were  under  one 
person's  charge  throughout  the  year. 

The  course  begins  in  November,  and  consists 
of  two  terms,  each  three  months  long,  during 
which  instruction  and  practice-hours  alternate.  A 
third  term,  called  the  apprenticeship  term,  is  given 
to  those  whose  record  has  been  most  satisfactory. 

No  degree  or  certificate  is  given  as  yet,  but  the 
library  consents  to  act  as  reference,  and  to  recom- 
mend for  positions  those  of  the  students  whose 
work  has  been  praiseworthy,  and  who  seem  fitted 
in  other  ways  as  well  for  library  work. 

The  cataloguing  classes  use  the  A.  L.  A.  rules 
as  authority,  with  Cutter's  rules  for  reference. 

The  training  classes  begin  their  course  with  les- 
sons in  the  library  hand,  after  which  the  class 
takes  up  the  library  processes  in  systematic  order, 
beginning  with  the  order  department  and  follow- 
ing a  book  through  its  course  into  the  hands  of 
the  borrower  and  back  again. 

A  detailed  list  of  the  subjects  dealt  with  is  as 
follows: — Library  hand,  order  department  work, 
accession  work,  classification,  finding-list  rules, 
alphabeting,  shelf-listing,  preparation  for  the 
shelves,  stock-taking,  binding  and  rebinding, 
reading-room  work,  keeping  of  statistics,  care  of 
supplies,  desk-work  throughout  both  terms,  refer- 
ence work  and  bibliography,  English  composition, 
and  English  literature.  Desk-work  includes  regis- 
tration and  circulation. 

A  simple  entrance  examination,  to  test  the  gen- 
eral information  of  applicants,  is  now  held  at  the 
beginning  of  each  school  year. 

Some  very  good  material  has  offered  for  these 
classes,  and  in  all  cases  where  a  more  advanced 
course  has  been  practicable  and  the  student  could 
profitably  go  further,  the  Library  School  has  been 
recommended. 

Two  rooms  have  been  fitted  up  during  the  sum- 
mer for  the  use  of  the  classes,  and  all  work  is  done 
in  these  rooms  that  can  be  carried  on  there  to  ad- 
vantage. Shelves  and  blackboards,  desks  with 
lids,  and  other  appliances  make  the  rooms  very 
convenient,  though  the  space  is  pretty  well  occu- 
pied when  the  whole  class  is  in  attendance. 

AMHERST  SUMMER   LIBRARY  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Fletcher  gave  an  account  of  his  library 
school. 
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The  course  in  library  economy  at  the  Amherst 
Summer  School  was  held  this  year  in  response  to 
a  demand  from  several  quarters  for  a  brief  course 
calculated  to  give  beginners  in  library  work,  or 
the  librarians  of  small  libraries  who  have  not  been 
brought  in  contact  with  modern  improved 
methods,  enough  instruction  in  such  methods  to 
answer  their  immediate  demands.  Two  hours  a 
day,  five  days  a  week  for  five  weeks,  were  given  to 
instruction  and  two  hours  a  day  to  practice.  Each 
afternoon  one  hour  was  devoted  to  instruction  in 
cataloging,  and  one  hour  to  other  branches  of 
library  work,  the  twenty-five  hours  proving  suffi- 
cient time  to  go  through  pretty  nearly  all  depart- 
ments. In  the  forenoon,  two  hours  daily  were 
given  to  practice  following  the  instruction  of  the 
previous  day.  The  instruction  in  cataloging  was 
griven  by  reading  aloud  from  Cutter's  rules  and 
giving  a  running  comment  with  constant  reference 
to  Linderfelt's  and  Perkins*  rules.  The  work 
done  in  cataloging  for  practice  was  also  criticised 
each  day  by  myself  (I  was  sole  instructor),  fur  the 
benefit  of  the  class. 

There  were  eleven  in  the  class  during  the  entire 
time  besides  three  others  who  attended  one  week 
each  for  special  work.  As  to  results,  I  can  only 
say  that  they  seemed  to  be  highly  satisfactory. 
Three  members  of  the  class  expressed  a  desire 
and  some  intention  to  attend  the  library  school  at 
Albany,  the  brief  course  having  awakened  an 
appetite  for  a  thorough  training  such  as  the 
school  can  give.  All  apparently  felt  that  they 
were  greatly  profited  by  the  course  and  abundantly 
repaid  for  the  time  they  had  spent. 

Miss  IIewins. —  I  was  at  the  Amherst  School 
from  the  first  week,  and  want  to  bear  testimony 
to  the  influence  it  has  on  the  librarians  of  small 
libraries.  Most  of  the  class  had  had  experience 
in  small  libraries  in  Massachusetts,  Connecticut, 
and  other  places.  They  were  people  who  did  not 
know  a  shelf  list  from  an  accession  book,  and  had 
very  few  ideas  about  catalog  cards.  It  was  rev- 
elation to  them  when  they  found  library  work 
could  be  done  in  a  systematic  manner,  and  when 
they  learned  what  could  be  done  in  library  work 
in  a  thorough  way,  it  was  like  going  to  a  new 
world  for  them. 

THIRD  SESSION, 

(TUESDAY    EVENING,    OCT.    1 3.) 
IMPORTANCE  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

The  President  called  the  meeting  to  order  at 
8  o'clock,  and  said  that  it  would  be  addressed  by 
visiting  and  California  librarians  on  the  subject  of 


the  value  of  public  libraries,  and  the  importance 
of  providing  facilities  needful  in  order  that  good 
work  may  be  done  in  them. 

Dr.  PooLE. —  If  this  meeting  had  been  held  at 
Richmond,  Virginia,  or  at  Mobile,  Alabama,  or 
even  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  the  subject  which 
has  been  given  us  tonight  —  "The  Value  of  Public 
Libraries  to  Communities**  —  would  be  a  very 
simple  one  to  treat;  for  in  those  communities 
they  do  not  exist,  and  I  have  never  heard  that 
they  were  wanted  there.  But  on  the  Pacific 
Coast,  and  in  the  communities  represented  here 
by  delegates  from  the  Eastern  States,  the  discus- 
sion of  this  subject  seems  a  good  deal  like  the 
treatment  of  an  axiom.  We  ali  cordially  admit, 
without  discussion,  that  the  whole  of  a  thing  is 
greater  than  a  part.  It  was  also  ascertained  in 
New  England  250  years  ago,  and  has  since  been 
regarded  as  an  axiom,  that  public  schools  and 
general  education  were  good  for  communities, 
and  more  economical  than  general  ignorance.  It 
was  further  discovered  by  New  England  people 
more  than  forty  years  ago  that  public  libraries, 
maintained  by  municipal  taxation,  supplemented 
the  work  of  the  public  schools,  and  were  also 
good  for  communities.  It  was  my  fortune  to  take 
up  library  work  in  a  college  society  library  of 
10,000  volumes  forty-five  years  ago,  before  the 
principle  of  public  libraries  was  discovered.  I 
have  been  in  library  work  ever  since,  and  have 
been  conversant  with  the  progress  since  made. 

There  was  in  1847  little  or  no  interest  in  libra- 
ries. It  was  not  known  how  many  libraries  there 
were  in  the  country,  or  how  many  books  the  larger 
libraries  had.  In  fact,  there  were  no  statistics  on 
the  subject ;  no  treatises  on  library  management ; 
no  practical  works  on  bibliography;  and  there 
was  no  one  who  had  studied  library  administra- 
tion scientifically  and  could  impart  information  to 
learners.  It  might  be  called  the  pre-historic  age 
of  libraries.  The  average  librarian  then  was  usu- 
ally a  keeper  of  books  —  that  is,  one  who  did  not 
allow  them  to  get  away,  and  kept  as  many  persons 
as  possible  from  using  them.  He  was  commonly 
a  college  professor  who  could  not  teach,  a  minis- 
ter who  could  not  preach,  or  a  physician  who  had 
no  patients.  The  salaries  paid  were  very  small. 
Being  a  college  student  I  took  the  position  for  the 
purpose  of  being  in  contact  with  books,  and  not 
for  the  pay,  which  the  first  year  was  thirty  dollars. 
The  second  year  I  was  promoted  to  be  full  libra- 
rian, and  I  think  my  salary  was  raised  to  fifty 
dollars.  They  were  the  two  most  profitable  years 
I  have  spent  in  libraries ;  for  I  had  the  opportunity 
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to  work  oat  alone  the  main  problems  of  library 
administration,  with  no  books  on  the  subject  to 
read,  and  no  person  about  me  to  whom  I  could  go 
for  advice  or  information. 

The  year  1848  is  a  sort  of  era  in  the  history  of 
American  libraries.  John  Jacob  Astor  then  died 
in  New  York  city,  and  by  his  will  founded  the 
Astor  Library,  the  first  free  reference  library  in  the 
United  States.  He  gave  it  $400,000,  which  was 
then  thought  to  be  an  immense  sum,  and  for  that 
time  it  was  so.  George.  Peabody,  Walter  L.  New- 
berry, John  Crerar,  and  Andrew  Carnegie  have 
since  given  their  millions.  In  the  splendid  gift  of 
Mr.  Sutro,  San  Francisco  will  have  a  noble  refer- 
ence library  during  the  lifetime  of  the  donor.  It 
would  be  well  if  all  public-spirited  men  of  wealth, 
who  intend  to  make  such  gifts  in  their  wills,  would 
follow  Mr.  Sutro*s  example  and  do  it  while  living. 
The  tidal  wave  of  benefactions  for  libraries  is  on, 
and  will  rise  higher.  Such  gifts  usually  come  in 
pairs.  Mr.  Newberry's  gift  of  three  millions  to 
Chicago  was  followed  by  Mr.  Crerar's  with 
anotherthree  millions.  Some  San  Francisco  citizen 
will  doubtless  duplicate,  and  perhaps  exceed,  Mr. 
Sutro's  gift.  The  endowment  of  a  great  public 
library  is  now  ascertained  to  be  the  straight  path- 
way to  heaven.  Some  years  ago  there  always 
appeared  in  the  will  of  a  rich  man  or  woman, 
who  died  in  Boston,  a  legacy  to  Harvard  College, 
and  another  to  the  Massachusetts  General  Hos- 
pital. Much  of  this  money  now  goes  to  libraries 
and  to  the  erection  of  memorial  library  buildings. 

I  was  speaking  before  this  digression  of  what 
had  happened  of  importance  concerning  the 
library  interests  of  the  country  in  1848.  Profes- 
sor Charles  C.  Jewett,  who  had  been  the  librarian 
of  Brown  University,  was  then  appointed  librarian 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution ;  and  his  is  about 
the  only  name,  with  a  reputation  as  a  librarian, 
which  comes  down  to  us  from  the  pre-historic 
period.  Under  his  guidance  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  which  has  since  changed  its  functions, 
assumed  the  same  relations  to  the  libraries  of  the 
country  which  the  Bureau  of  Education  now 
holds.  He  went  about  collecting  and  arranging 
the  statistics  of  the  libraries  of  the  United  States ; 
and  his  valuable  report  he  printed  in  1850.  It 
was  then  known  for  the  first  time  what  libraries 
there  were  in  the  country,  their  origin,  history,  and 
contents. 

The  most  important  event  of  the  year  1848  was 
the  initiatory  step  taken  which  led  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  the  first 
free  library  in  the  world  supported  by  manidpal 


taxation  and  administered  for  the  benefit  of  every 
class  of  citizens.  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr.,  then  Mayor 
of  Boston,  conceived  the  idea  of  petitioning  the 
Legislature  to  allow  the  city  to  raise  money  by 
taxation  for  creating  and  supporting  a  public 
library;  and  the  authority  was  granted.  Subse- 
quent legislation  extended  the  right  to  all  the 
cities  and  towns  of  the  State.  Similar  legislation 
followed  in  other  States  and  in  England ;  and  the 
public  library  has  become  as  universal  and  as 
beneficent  as  the  public  school.  The  first  edition 
of  the  Index  to  Periodical  Literature,  prepared  by 
a  student  in  Yale  College,  was  printed  in  1848, 
and  was  the  precursor  of  much  voluntary  and  sim- 
ilar bibliographical  contributions  done  by  librari- 
ans for  the  benefit  of  students. 

In  Prof.  Jewett's  report  of  1850  on  the  libraries 
of  the  United  States,  several  which  are  now 
among  the  largest  do  not  appear,  for  they  did  not 
exist.  The  Library  of  Congress,  now  with  more 
than  600,000  volumes,  then  had  50,000;  and  a  few 
months  later  a  fire  occurred  in  the  building  and 
burnt  up  30,000  of  these.  The  great  library  of 
the  country  then  was  that  of  Harvard  College  with 
84,200  volumes.  The  Philadelphia  Library  Com- 
pany came  next  with  60,200,  then  Yale  College 
with  50,481,  and  Boston  Athenaeum  with  50,000. 
Of  libraries  containing  1,000  volumes  or  more 
there  were  432,  and  containing  less  than  1,000, 
271.  Excluding  public  school  libraries,  the  whole 
number  was  694,  and  the  aggregate  number  of 
volumes  2,201,632.  The  last  report  on  libraries 
by  the  Bureau  of  Education,  1885,  gives  the 
whole  number  5,338,  and  the  aggregate  number  of 
volumes  20,622,076.  This  brief  retrospect  shows 
the  enormous  development  of  interest  in  libraries 
daring  the  past  forty  years  and  growing  apprecia- 
tion of  their  value  in  intelligent  communities. 
The  intelligence  of  communities  is  now  measured 
largely  by  its  libraries  and  other  facilities  for 
popular  education.  The  large  number  and  the 
excellent  administration  of  public  libraries  in 
California  are  among  the  most  pleasant  and,  I 
must  confess,  surprising  incidents  I  have  met 
with  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  We,  the  visitors  from 
the  Eastern  States,  have  little  we  can  tell  which 
will  be  new  to  our  brethren  in  California. 

I  understand  that  one  library  building  is  now  in 
process  of  construction,  and  that  it  is  proposed  to 
erect  others  in  San  Francisco.  I  am  told,  also, 
that  the  views  of  ^Eastern  librarians  on  this  subject 
are  desired,  and  that  tomorrow  forenoon  the 
methods  of  construction  will  be  discussed.  I  do 
not,  therefore,  intend  this  evening  to  go  into  the 
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matter  of  specific  plans,  but  will  venture  a  few 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  a  general  nature.  My 
first  remark  is  that  in  putting  up  a  library  build- 
ing we  should  use  common  sense.  The  sense  used 
is  too  often  "uncommon  sense.'*  The  board  or 
committee  do  not  go  about  the  work  as  they  would 
if  they  were  building  anything  else.  Their  ten- 
dency is  to  put  up  an  architectural  monument  or 
a  memorial  of  somebody  or  something,  or  a  show 
structure,  when  what  is  wanted  is  a  library  build- 
ing. These  men,  if  they  were  a  committee  to  erect 
a  mercantile  block,  a  church,  or  a  theatre,  would 
use  common  sense;  for  these  structures  are 
intended  for  a  specific,  practical  purpose,  and  can- 
not be  trifled  with.  So  has  a  library  building  a 
specific,  practical  purpose,  and  ought  not  to  be 
trifled  with.  When  a  sensible  man  intends  to 
build  a  house  and  has  selected  his  lot,  he  decides 
about  how  much  money  he  will  put  into  it,  and, 
taking  his  wife  into  consultation,  they  decide  how 
many  rooms  they  will  want  for  their  family,  pres- 
ent and  prospective,  and  their  visitors.  They 
decide  on  the  size  and  location  of  the  rooms,  and 
as  many  other  details  as  occur  to  them  concerning 
the  interior  construction  and  arrangement.  They 
are  then  ready  to  consult  an  architect  who  will 
group  and  artistically  harmonize  their  preferences, 
give  suggestions  as  to  elevations,  etc.  This  is  pre- 
cisely the  common  sense  which  ought  to  be  used 
in  constructing  a  library  building.  The  interior 
of  the  building  ought  first  to  be  considered,  and 
every  detail  concerning  the  present  and  future 
wants  of  the  library  should  be  thoroughly  studied 
and  decided  upon  before  a  thought  is  given  to  ele- 
vations or  fa9ades.  The  librarian  should  be  first 
taken  into  consultation,  and  he  will  furnish  the 
committee  with  the  information  which  will  enable 
them  to  decide  with  reference  to  future  growth, 
how  much  space  will  be  needed  for  the  storage  of 
books,  how  much  for  the  delivery-room,  the  refer- 
ence reading-room,  the  periodical  reading-room, 
the  librarian's  room,  the  rooms  for  administrative 
work,  etc.  The  librarian  will  base  his  estimates 
on  the  space  now  occupied  and  the  prospective 
growth  of  the  library  for  at  least  twenty-five, 
or,  what  is  better,  fifty  years.  An  architect  can- 
not supply  this  information,  and  no  one  except  the 
librarian  can,  for  he  knows  all  the  conditions  of 
the  library  and  of  its  gp-owth.  If  the  building  is 
intended  to  be  permanent,  the  committee  should 
consider  how  and  where  it  can  be  enlarged  in 
future  years ;  for  it  is  the  inevitable  law  of  libra- 
ries to  outgrow  any  limits  which  may  be  assigned 
them. 


After  these  questions  have  been  decided,  it  is 
time  to  call  in  the  architect.  Hitherto  there  has 
been  nothing  for  him  to  do.  Now  he  has  work  to 
do.  The  plans  and  sketches  of  the  committee  and 
librarian  will  be  crude,  and  the  rooms  may  not  be 
grouped  in  the  best  manner.  They  are  to  be  har- 
monized and  expressed  in  artistic  drafts,  and  plans 
for  heating  and  lighting  and  ventilation  supplied, 
as  well  as  the  elevations.  The  trouble  with  many 
library  buildings,  which  have  resulted  in  failures, 
has  been  that  the  work  was  begun  at  the  wrong 
end  —  upon  the  elevations  and  fa9ade,  instead  of 
the  interior  of  the  structure.  Committees,  whose 
chief  interest  consists  in  having  a  showy  and 
artistic  front,  are  usually  responsible  for  the  error. 

Now,  if  you  have  an  '*  art  crank  "  in  this  city, 
pray  keep  him  off  a  library  building  committee. 
Perhaps  I  ought  to  explain  what  I  mean  by  an 
**  art  crank."  I  do  not  mean  a  man  who  loves  art, 
for  all  educated  and  cultured  men  and  women  love 
art ;  but  I  mean  a  man  with  very  little  brains  who 
loves  art  in  the  abstract,  without  any  reference  to 
time,  occasion,  or  fitness  of  things.  He  talks 
loudly  about  art,  and  judges  everything  by  its 
artistic  qualities.  He  visits  Italy  and  sees  a  beauti- 
ful palace  of  the  Florentine  renaissance  style,  and 
he  admires  it.  He  would  like  such  a  building  for 
a  library  in  San  Francisco,  it  is  so  lovely  I  He 
could  sit  up  nights  and  look  at  it  by  the  light  of 
the  moon.  And  why  not  ?  Confessedly  it  looks 
well  where  it  is,  and  why  would  it  not  answer  for 
a  library  in  San  Francisco  ?  The  conditions  are 
different.  The  admirer  has  given  no  attention  to 
what  is  inside  the  building  or  its  adaptation  for  a 
library,  and  has  considered  only  the  fa9ade.  The 
structure  was  erected  several  centuries  ago,  when 
revolutions  and  mobs  were  of  common  occurrence 
in  Italy,  and  hence  the  first  story  was  built  with 
very  few  and  very  small  windows.  In  Paris  the 
same  construction  is  seen  in  the  old  buildings. 
The  first  story  of  fashionable  residences,  which 
with  us  is  the  most  valuable,  is  there  the  quarters 
of  the  servants  and  scullions.  The  family  live  in 
the  stories  above.  The  first  story  was  intended 
simply  for  fortification  and  protection.  When  the 
mob  appeared,  the  gate  and  iron  screens  were  let 
down  and  the  place  was  closed  up. 

This  is  the  plan  of  the  new  public  library  building 
on  Copley  square  in  Boston,  and  the  one  which 
some  art  enthusiasts  in  that  city  are  admiring  and 
worshiping.  The  plan  was  not  taken  directly  from 
Italy,  but  second-hand  from  the  Ste.  Genevieve 
Library  in  Paris.  Abstractly,  and  as  a  production 
of  the  sixteenth  century,  the  f a9ade  is  pretty ;  but 
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how  strangely  it  looks  where  it  is,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  used  as  a  public  library,  with  those 
few  and  small  windows  in  the  first  story,  and  in  a 
peaceful  community  where  there  are  no  mobs,  and 
no  occasion  to  fortify  libraries  !  The  first  requi- 
site in  a  public  library  is  light,  and  all  the  light 
that  can  be  had.  Nothing  in  architecture  is  truly 
beautiful  which  is  not  appropriate,  reasonable,  and 
useful.  The  error  has  occurred  through  a  mis- 
taken love  of  art,  and  ignoring  the  advice  of  libra- 
rians, one  "art  crank*'  will  cause  you  much 
trouble.  If  you  have  one  in  San  Francisco,  bottle 
him  up  until  your  plans  are  made.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  Fletcher. — Perhaps  the  first  feeling  that 
is  natural  to  one  of  us,  coming  across  the  conti- 
nent, and  undertaking  to  say  a  word  about  public 
libraries  is  a  feeling  of  caution.  We  ought  to  re- 
member that  we  are  a  long  way  from  home.  I  am 
reminded  of  an  incident  that  occurred  in  one  of 
our  towns  near  Boston.  A  clergxman  who  had 
occasion  to  preach  away  from  home  took  a  written 
sermon  which  he  had  already  delivered  at  home, 
and  did  not  take  the  precaution  to  read  it  over  care- 
fully before  going  into  the  other  pulpit;  so,  when 
he  came  in  the  course  of  his  sermon,  to  describe 
the  evils  that  would  befall  young  men  going  into 
bad  ways,  he  said,  with  a  good  deal  of  earnest- 
ness, "  I  would  sooner  have  a  son  of  mine  an 
inmate  of  yonder  institution,  than  that  he  should 
fall  into  these  courses, "  when  he  suddenly  real- 
ized that  he  was  pointing  in  the  direction  of  the 
theological  seminary,  his  remarks  having  been  in- 
tended to  refer  to  the  insane  asylum  near  his  own 
church.  It  would  not  do  for  one  of  us  to  come 
with  a  sermon  prepared  for  the  longitude  of  Bos- 
ton and  deliver  it  here.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
have  to  be  careful  not  to  go  to  the  other  extreme. 
Perhaps,  some  of  us  came  here  like  missionaries 
to  the  heathen ;  if  there  is  anybody  with  such 
ideas  among  us  he  has  had  the  conceit  pretty  well 
taken  out  of  him,  coming  into  your  libraries  and 
seeing  what  has  been  done  and  what  is  to  be  done 
for  libraries  in  this  city  in  the  future.  We  heard 
yesterday  of  what  is  to  be  done  for  the  future  of 
libraries  in  this  city  and  of  the  excellent  libraries 
that  are  springing  up  in  different  parts  of  this 
State.  It  will  not  do  for  us  to  conclude  that  we 
from  Boston  way  are  in  such  a  very  different 
longitude  that  we  can  come  over  here  with  our 
hands  laden  with  benefits  to  confer  upon  you  poor, 
ignorant,  destitute  people.  What  is  the  situation ; 
what  have  we  come  here  for  ?  There  seemed  to 
be  a  great  desire  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  peo- 
ple interested  in  library  work  in  this  part  of  the 


country,  that  we  should  come  here  and  hold  this 
meeting,  and  that  desire  came,  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, with  the  greatest  force  from  those  whom 
we  should  pick  out  as  the  least  needmg  any  mis- 
sionary effort  that  we  could  bring. 

Now,  what  does  this  mean  ?  It  means,  for  one 
thing,  that  those  on  this  coast  who  are  familiar 
with  the  subject,  having  read  the  Library  journal 
and  being  themselves  interested,  want  others  to 
become  so.  They  have  come  to  appreciate  the 
advantages  which  we  derive  from  living  closer  to- 
gether in  the  East.  What  are  those  advantages  ? 
They  are  not  what  can  be  learned  at  a  college, 
nor  what  can  be  read  in  a  paper  before  a  library 
association,  but  they  are  largely  matters  of  per- 
sonal contact  and  acquaintance.  I  do  not  know 
what  impressions  prevail  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  as 
to  what  real  live  librarians  look  like,  but  we  under- 
stand that  one  of  your  number  who  came  over  the 
mountains  to  meet  us,  had  to  revise  his  impres- 
sions of  us,  and  sent  back  word  to  his  home  that 
we  were  **  not  such  a  bad  lot  after  all.  ^ 

We  have  learned  to  know  each  other  and  in 
that  we  have  learned  a  great  deal  about  library 
work.  This  contact  of  one  with  another  has  done 
more  to  advance  library  work  among  us,  than 
years  and  years  of  the  reading  of  library  journals 
and  proceedings  of  conventions.  One  can  read  of 
the  methods  which  a  person  employs  in  doing  his 
work  and  they  may  commend  themselves  to  his 
judgment,  but  when  one  gets  into  a  company  of 
people,  is  brought  into  personal  contact  with  them, 
and,  by  question  and  answer,  gets  things  put  in 
just  the  shape  in  which  they  will  fit  one's  personal 
needs,  then  one  begins  to  learn,  as  one  never 
can  by  mere  listening  or  reading.  I  remem- 
ber hearing  an  homely  figure  used  by  a  clergy- 
man, in  speaking  of  the  influence  of  a  Sunday 
school  teacher,  compared  with  that  which  he  had 
with  his  congregation.  He  said  it  seemed  to  him 
as  if  there  was  a  row  of  bottles  on  the  seat  before 
him,  and  as  if  he  must  take  a  pitcher  of  water  and 
try  to  fill  those  bottles  by  pouring  from  the  plat- 
form, while  the  Sunday  school  teacher,  sitting 
down  there  among  the  bottles,  takes  one  at  a  time 
by  the  neck  and  pours  the  water  in.  It  is  cer- 
tainly true,  that  beyond  everything  that  we  can 
analyze  and  understand,  there  is  a  peculiar  growth 
that  comes  from  being  brought  into  personal  con- 
tact with  an  enthusiastic  worker  and  thinker  in 
our  own  line  of  work. 

I  suppose  you,  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  feel  that  you 
have  not  the  conditions  that  we  have  in  the  East- 
em  country  in  the  matter  of  libraries.    Certainly, 
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you  have  not  the  number  of  libraries  that  we  have 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  communities — we 
will  not  say  in  proportion  to  the  population,  be- 
cause that  is  not  the  thing  to  be  attained.  You 
want  a  library  in  every  community,  no  matter  how 
small,  and  the  work  of  carrying  them  into  every 
town  has  been  pushed  in  some  of  the  Eastern 
States  far  beyond  what  it  has  been  here. 

Many  of  you  feel  interested  to  know  how  you 
are  going  to  carry  on  the  work  of  seeing  that  every 
community  has  access  to  a  public  library. 

The  subject  of  the  best  legislation  for  libraries 
comes  up,  and  it  is  certain  that  right  legislation  is 
at  the  bottom  of  advancing  public  library  work.  I 
say  at  the  bottom ;  it  is  in  one  sense  so ;  but  it  is 
certain  that  you  never  can  have  right  legislation 
until  you  have  a  certain  public  sentiment  back 
of  it. 

The  town  libraries,  which  are  now  so  abundant 
in  Massachusetts  that  hardly  one  town  in  ten  is 
without  one,  grew,  in  almost  every  case,  from  very 
small  beginnings.  And  not  until  numerous  hum- 
ble library  associations  had  been  at  work  some 
years  educating  the  people  up  to  an  idea  of  the 
value  of  town  libraries,  was  the  legislation  obtained 
under  which  their  growth  has  been  so  rapid. 

Even  Yale  University,  with  its  library  of  some 
200,000  vol  umes  was  commenced,  it  is  recorded, 
by  a  few  poor  clergymen  coming  together  and  con- 
tributing each  a  few  books,  such  as  he  could  spare 
from  his  scanty  library,  to  form  the  nucleus  of  the 
library  for  the  college  and  so  of  the  college  itself. 
Over  and  over  again  the  same  method  has  been 
employed  in  the  starting  of  a  library,  which  has 
afterwards  come  to  be  one  of  our  large  institu- 
tions. 

So  the  lesson  that  comes  from  experience  in  the 
East,  more  strongly  than  any  other  is,  to  make  a 
beginning,  no  matter  how  small,  and  from  that 
small  beginning,  it  is  perfectly  surprising  in  the 
case  of  libraries,  what  a  growth  there  will  be ; 
everything  tends  that  way  when  a  beginning  has 
once  been  made.  When  you  have  begun  to  put 
into  a  community  good  reading,  it  will  drive  out 
the  bad  reading  to  a  great  extent.  People  read 
trash,  because  they  do  not  know  of  anything  bet- 
ter. You  cannot  teach  them  in  any  better  way 
than  by  putting  the  better  reading  within  their 
reach.  Perhaps  no  greater  sermon  has  been 
preached  in  modern  times  than  that  of  Thomas 
Chalmers,  on  '*  The  expulsive  power  of  a  new 
afiEection,  '*  If  you  want  to  get  rid  of  the  bad,  you 
must  put  in  the  good. 

Some  people  are  so  misguided  that  they  oppose 


public  libraries,  on  account  of  some  of  the  litera- 
ture which  they  are  disseminating.  It  may  be 
true  there  are  a  few  books  circulated  from  libra- 
ries that  are  below  your  standard  or  mine.  But 
we  must  remember  that  we  are  assured  by  those 
best  qualified  to  judge,  that  people  read  above 
them,  and  if  we  find  them  reading  trash,  it  is  be- 
cause their  ordinary  plane  of  thought  is  below 
the  level  of  even  these  books.  However,  this  may 
be,  people  will  be  elevated  by  the  presence  in  the 
community  and  in  their  homes  of  the  better  books 
freely  supplied  by  the  public  library.  Drive  in  the 
small  wegde  of  good  reading,  and  it  will  gradually 
elevate  the  public  taste  and  force  out  that  which 
is  low  in  either  a  library  or  a  moral  sense. 

There  is  nothing  for  which  people  are  more 
ready  to  work  and  to  make  donations  than  a  pub- 
lic library.  It  is  not  necessary  that  every  library 
should  be  just  like  every  other  library ;  that  is  to 
say,  that  a  system  should  be  employed  which  re- 
quires just  so  much  elaboration  and  just  so  much 
expense.  It  is  not  necessary  that  a  learned  libra- 
rian should  be  employod  in  the  beginning,  nor  a 
person  be  employed  to  give  his  whole  time  to  it. 
In  many  communities  can  be  found  a  person  to 
carry  on  the  library  in  connection  with  other  work 
and  at  very  little  expense. 

But  all  these  things  are  familiar  to  you,  and  as  I 
said  at  the  outset,  it  is  hard  for  us  to  bring  any- 
thing to  you  which  will  be  new.  If  this  meeting  is 
to  be  beneficial  to  the  people  of  this  coast,  it  will 
be  through  the  personal  contact  that  we  and  you 
here  interested  in  library  work  have  with  one  an- 
other, and  so  in  ways  far  better  and  far  more  wide- 
reaching  than  would  result  from  any  addresses  and 
discussion  of  papers  which  we  can  present. 

Pres.  Green. —  Is  there  not  considerable  skep- 
ticism among  practical  men  as  to  whether  libraries 
are  doing  much  good  in  communities  ?  It  is  readily 
acknowledged  that  they  a£Eord  a  large  amount  of 
entertainment  to  the  citizens  of  communities,  both 
young  and  old ;  but  do  they  do  them  much  real 
good  ?  Suppose  they  only  add  to  the  happiness 
of  the  people  of  a  community  ?  Is  not  that  doing 
a  great  work  ?  An  anecdote  told  by  Miss  Jenkins, 
of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  is  interesting.  She 
was  speaking  of  a  woman  who  did  her  washing 
and  wanted  her  to  bring  her  every  Saturday  night 
an  interesting  book.  The  books  which  she  liked 
best  were  Mrs.  Southworth*s  novels.  There  is 
nothing  harmful  morally  in  the  novels  of  that 
author,  but  they  are  exciting  works  which  we  do 
not  care  to  encourage  people  to  read ;  we  would 
rather  have  them  read  what  we  consider  better 
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books.  But  this  woman  wanted  Mrs.  South- 
worth's  novels  every  Saturday  night,  and  so  her 
friend  carried  them  to  her.  Miss  Jenkins  asked 
her  why  it  was  that  she  liked  that  kind  of  books. 
She  answered,  "  Because  such  books  take  me 
out  of  myself.  For  the  time  being  I  associate 
with  people  who  live  in  palaces  and  are  sur- 
rounded by  the  luxuries  which  riches  can  buy.  I 
feel  as  those  people  feel,  get  out  of  the  squalid 
conditions  which  are  usually  about  me,  live  with 
great  people,  and  temporarily  get  the  enjoyment 
which  comes  from  living  so."  Now  none  of  us 
would  wish  to  deprive  that  poor  woman  of  the 
enjoyment  which  she  gets  from  reading  exciting 
stories.  There  are  many  deaf  persons  who  are 
denied  the  privilege  of  being  much  in  society, 
because  it  is  difficult  for  others  to  talk  with  them. 
Such  persons  often  get  an  immense  amount  of 
enjoyment  out  of  novel  reading;  so  do  invalids 
and  convalescents.  While  librarians  seek  to 
afford  entertainment,  however,  they  try  to  im- 
prove the  taste  of  readers.  They  try  to  carry 
persons  forward  just  as  fast  as  they  will  go;  to 
lead  them  from  lower  to  higher  kinds  of  reading. 
But  that  does  not  necessarily  mean  leading  them 
from  stories  to  other  kinds  of  reading.  It  means 
often,  so  far  as  stories  and  novels  are  concerned, 
conducting  them  from  a  lower  kind  of  novel  to  a 
higher  kind  of  novel ;  for  some  of  the  best  litera- 
ture that  we  have  is,  of  course,  in  the  form  of 
stories.  One  can  hardly  do  better  than  to  read 
thoroughly  the  works  of  such  writers  as  Thack- 
eray and  George  Eliot.  It  is  well,  too,  to  have 
sympathy  for  the  poor  avrakened  by  becoming 
familiar  with  the  writings  of  Charles  Dickens.  It 
should  a4ways  be  borne  in  mind  that  one  of  the 
most  forcible  ways  of  giving  instruction  is  by 
telling  stories  to  children  and  giving  them  stories 
to  read.  I  well  remember  that  some  of  the  choic- 
est instruction,  and  that  which  has  stood  longest 
by  me,  came  from  stories  which  were  told  to  me 
when  I  was  a  child.  I  like  to  remember,  too, 
that  the  great  teacher,  to  whose  teachings  Mr. 
Fletcher  referred,  chose  that  way  of  teaching,  and 
that  many  of  his  choicest  lessons  come  to  us  in 
the  form  of  parables,  which  are,  in  reality,  nothing 
but  stories. 

But,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  while  I  prize  highly 
the  influence  of  stories  in  awakening  good  impulse 
and  think  that  we  get  a  great  portion  of  our  knowl- 
edge from  them  today,  I  do  not  by  any  means 
advocate  their  exclusive  use.  I  am  very  glad  when 
persons  use  only  the  highest  class  of  novels  and 
turn  their  attention  also  to  other  kinds  of  reading. 


A  great  many  persons  think  that  our  libraries 
are  simply  storehouses  of  novels.  Stories  form 
a  considerable  portion  of  popular  libraries,  and  it 
is  very  proper  that  they  should  do  so.  A  large 
portion  of  the  community,  if  it  did  not  read  novels, 
would  not  read  anything. 

It  is  infinitely  better  that  people  should  be  em- 
ployed in  reading  any  book,  magazine,  or  paper 
that  is  not  bad,  rather  than  not  read  at  all.  Mrs. 
Kate  Gannett  Wells  of  Boston,  whose  whole  life 
is  devoted  to  philanthropic  effort,  told  me  that  she 
had  great  hopes  that  the  poor  people  with  whom 
she  came  in  contact  would  turn  out  well,  if  they 
had  a  taste  for  reading  and  took  to  it  readily  as  a 
means  of  recreation.  It  is  a  great  safeguard,  if 
you  have  tastes  which  lead  you  when  in  search  of 
amusement  to  take  up  a  book  or  paper  instead 
of  associating  with  idle  men,  or  such  as  think  only 
of  eating  and  drinking. 

But  libraries  are  not  merely  storehouses  of 
novels.  Such  as  have  novels,  also  have  books  of 
all  kinds,  and  they  regard  it  as  their  main  function 
to  give  instruction.  When  I  face  an  audience  like 
this,  made  up  of  practical  men,  I  like  to  say  a  few  - 
words  to  show  how  valuable  libraries  are  in  sup- 
plying the  average  every-day  wants  of  the  business 
man.  They  gratify  the  natural  thirst  for  knowl- 
edge. They  are  also  of  great  use  to  the  mechanic 
in  his  daily  occupation  and  do  much  to  add  to  the 
material  prosperity  of  communities. 

I  like  to  relate  an  anecdote  such  as  this  one 
which  is  told  of  Captain  Eads,  the  great  engineer 
who  built  one  of  the  famous  bridges  which  cross 
the  Mississippi  River  at  St.  Louis.  When  -Eads 
was  a  young  man  he  was  very  fond  of  reading. 
During  that  period  of  his  life  a  vessel  containing 
a  cargo  of  iron  had  been  wrecked  on  the  Missis- 
sippi River  and  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  river. 
His  reading  had  given  him  such  a  knowledge  of 
the  principles  of  science  and  such  confidence  that 
the  laws  of  nature  might  be  relied  upon,  that  he 
made  a  rough  kind  of  a  diving  bell,  and  as  he 
could  get  nobody  to  go  down  under  water  in  it, 
descended  in  it  himself  to  the  bottom  of  the  river, 
and  after  numerous  descents  brought  up  the  cargo 
of  iron.  He  made  considerable  money  in  that 
way.  His  confidence  came  to  him  as  the  result  of 
having  used  books  and  learned  from  them  the 
principles  of  science  and  the  constancy  of  the 
laws  of  nature. 

Knowledge  is  of  money  value.  Captain  Eads 
profited  by  his  early  experience.  He  kept  on 
studying  and  finally  performed  greats  feats  of 
engineering,  which  I  presume  enriched  him,  which 
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certainly  gave  him  a  great  name.  It  would  be 
easy  to  multiply  examples  of  the  value  of  books 
in  promoting  material  interests.  Richardson,  the 
great  architect,  liked  to  have  the  buildings  which 
he  planned  put  up  by  a  large  contractor  with 
whom  I  am  acquainted.  That  contractor  told  me 
that  if  he  had  had  any  success  as  a  builder  it  was 
owing  to  the  fact  that  he  had  always  been  a  great 
reader  on  subjects  connected  with  the  occupation 
in  which  he  is  engaged.  He  has  been  a  constant 
user  of  books  belonging  to  the  public  library  in 
Worcester,  and  often  sends  to  me  for  books  con- 
nected with  work  which  he  is  attending  to. 

In  what  does  reading  and  studying  consist  but 
in  supplementing  your  own  experience  and  the 
knowledge  which  you  have  obtained  from  persons 
who  have  taught  you  trades,  or  with  whom  yon 
have  come  in  contact  in  your  various  occupations  ? 
You  add  to  the  information  which  you  obtain  in 
other  ways  the  knowledge  which  other  persons 
have  acquired,  as  you  find  it  recorded  in  books. 
In  using  industrial  books  yon  are  adding  to  your 
own  experience  the  experience  of  other  men,  and 
often  the  experience  of  men  distinguished  in  the 
avocations  in  which  you  are  engaged.  Would  it 
not  be  of  great  advantage  to  individuals  if  all  the 
foremen  and  workmen  in  the  great  shops  of  this 
city,  in  addition  to  acquiring  the  practical  experi- 
ence which  they  get  every  day  in  their  work,  were 
also  students,  and  had  formed  the  habit  of  going 
to  a  library  and  reading  scientific  papers  and  books 
which  give  the  principles  of  science  and  relate  to 
the  industries  in  which  they  are  engaged  ?  Is  it 
not  of  great  advantage  to  a  community  to  have 
the  workmen  in  its  shops  become  readers  and  stu- 
dents ?  Now  I  have  no  hopes  that  all  the  work- 
men of  any  shop  can  be  induced  to  become 
readers,  but  I  know  that  a  great  many  of  the 
artisans  of  a  town  or  city  may  be  stimulated  to 
become  so.  When  libraries  are  open  to  workmen 
and  they  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges 
afforded  by  them,  inventions  will  surely  be  multi- 
plied, and  the  value  of  the  products  of  the  manu- 
factories and  machine  shops  of  towns  will  be 
greatly  increased. 

Now  and  then  some  great  invention  will  result 
and  an  immense  new  industry  be  built  up.  But  I 
need  not  speak  longer  on  this  subject.  It  is  evi- 
dent, is  it  not,  that  no  community  can  afford  to  be 
without  good  libraries.  They  need,  too,  compe- 
tent librarians  to  select  the  proper  works  to  put 
in  those  libraries ;  librarians  who  will  also  receive 
persons  who  come  to  use  books  cordially  and  sym- 
pathetically, and  with  an  earnest  desire  to  find 


out  their  wishes  and  put  into  their  hands  proper 
books  to  give  them  the  knowledge  they  want. 
With  good  libraries  and  librarians  an  immense 
amount  of  service  may  be  rendered  to  a  commu- 
nity. Consider  one  way  not  yet  mentioned  in  which 
this  may  be  done.  Suppose,  for  example,  that 
yon  put  into  the  hands  of  your  school  teachers 
everything  that  is  needed  to  help  them  in  their 
studies ;  do  you  realize  how  much  more  valuable 
the  results  of  those  studies  are  if  a  teacher  has 
access  to  all  kinds  of  books  that  will  enable  him 
to  prepare  himself  for  the  recitations  and  lectures 
which  he  has  to  conduct  or  deliver  ?  His  instruc- 
tion becomes  much  more  valuable  than  it  would 
be  if  he  did  not  have  access  to  a  large  number  of 
books.  It  is  of  great  advantage  to  school  children 
to  have  libraries  to  go  to,  and  to  be  able  to  con- 
sult a  librarian  who  will  help  them  get  informa- 
tion on  any  subject  that  they  may  be  interested 
in  and  in  any  little  investigations  they  wish  to 
make,  and  to  whom  the  teacher  can  send  them  in 
confidence  for  answers  to  questions  which  come 
up  in  school. 

Thoughts  crowd  upon  me  as  I  stand  here  and 
try  to  tell  you  how  valuable  libraries  may  be  to 
communities.  Do  you  realize  of  what  great  value 
they  are  in  promoting  good  morals  in  a  commu- 
nity ?  What  better  thing  could  you  desire  than  to 
have  the  members  of  all  the  families  of  this  city 
engaged  in  reading  evenings,  instead  of  being  on 
the  street,  or  in  other  places  where  it  is  not  best 
^  for  them  to  be  ?  It  is  a  fundamental  principle  in 
philanthrophy  that  if  you  wish  to  wean  a  man 
from  a  baneful  pleasure  it  is  best  to  give  him 
some  other  entertainment  that  is  harmless.  Read- 
ing, when  encouraged  by  the  establishment  of 
libraries,  is  influential  in  satisfying  men  and  in 
keeping  them  from  unwholesome  occupations. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  excuse  me  for  speaking 
so  long.  There  were  a  few  minutes  to  be  filled 
up  and  this  fact  tempted  me  to  speak. 

Mr.  RowELL.  —  We  have  heard  this  after- 
noon that  of  350  towns  in  Massachusetts  four- 
fifths  have  public  libraries.  This  year  the  first 
annual  report  of  the  Massachusetts  **  Public 
Library  Commission  *'  was  published,  and  from 
that  report  we  find  that  a  large  proportion  of 
these  public  libraries  bear  the  name  of  some  indi- 
vidual. I  mention  one,  the  public  library  of 
Cambridge,  Mass.  And  so  on  all  through  these 
little  towns,  the  library  in  many  cases  bearing  the 
name  of  its  donor,  a  man  who  had  bequeathed  his 
wealth  to  it  or  established  the  library.  There  is 
no  one  here  who  would  venture  to  say  that  we 
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have  not  made  a  start  in  this  work  on  the  Pacific 
Coast.  The  largest  single  donation  that  has  been 
made  is  in  Portland,  Oregon,  where  Mrs.  Green 
has  donated  $250,000  for  the  establishment  of  a 
public  library.  The  University  of  California  has 
received  the  second  largest  gift  for  library  pur- 
poses. Mr.  Henry  D.  Bacon  of  Oakland  —  some 
of  you  will  remember  him  in  connection  with 
library  work  at  St.  Louis  —  presented  $25,000  in 
money  and  his  private  library  of  14,000  volumes, 
and  his  collection  of  art  works,  the  whole  amount- 
ing to  $100,000  in  value.  And  I  wish  to  call  to 
mind  a  name,  to  Californians  almost  forgotten — 
Michael  Reese.  In  the  University  there  is  a 
marble  tablet  which  bears  the  inscription,  *'  In 
commemoration  of  the  gift  of  $50,000  by  Michael 
Reese.'*  He  died  ten  years  ago,  and  in  that  short 
time  his  name  has  almost  vanished  from  the  talk 
of  men,  but  that  tablet  will  preserve  it. 

Very  few  of  our  libraries  have  been  endowed 
by  private  munificence.  The  Los  Angeles  Public 
Library  as  yet  has  not  been  the  recipient  of  any 
large  gift,  but  in  the  last  three  years  $60,000  has 
been  raised  by  municipal  taxation  for  its  support, 
and  I  am  sure  that  later  on  some  of  the  citizens 
of  that  town  will  be  endowing  it  in  a  way  which  is 
commensurate  with  the  generosity,  the  hospitality, 
and  the  philanthropy  of  the  people  of  the  south- 
em  part  of  this  State. 

Mr.  President,  in  this  year  another  large  dona- 
tion has  been  made,  and  I  would  ask  you  to  call  on 
Mr.  Cloudsley,  the  librarian  of  the  Stockton  Pub- 
lic Library,  for  a  few  points  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Cloudsley.  —  Our  library  was  organized 
in  1880  and  it  has  grown  until  now  it  is  a  library 
of  15,000  volumes.  It  has  received  numerous 
gifts  and,  as  Mr.  Fletcher  has  said,  grows  grad- 
ually and  continually.  It  has  had  gift  after  gift  of 
books  in  small  numbers  of  20,  30,  50,  100,  200  or 
300  volumes.  A  few  years  ago  it  received  a  be- 
quest of  $5,000.  The  city  gave  us  $6,000  more 
to  add  to  that  $5,000.  We  put  this  out  at  inter- 
est and  erected  a  small  building,  about  50  by  80 
feet,  two  stories  high.  Within  the  past  year  the 
library  has  been  given  $75,000  by  Mr.  Hazelton,  of 
Tarr}'town,  New  York,  who  was  formerly  a  citi- 
zen of  Stockton,  but  who  died  at  Tarrytown. 
This  is  part  of  the  tidal  wave  which  Dr.  Poole 
tells  us  of ;  it  has  reached  that  far  and  I  hope  it 
will  reach  San  Francisco,  and  give  you  a  public 
library.    (Applause.) 

Pres.  Green. —  I  said  this  afternoon  that  be- 
sides expenditures  for  putting  up  a  large  number 
of  library  buildings,  in  Massachusetts,  besides  gifts 


from  individuals  of  many  libraries,  and  besides 
large  sums  of  money  raised  by  taxation  for  the 
establishment  and  support  of  libraries  in  that 
State,  $5,000,000  has  been  f>iven  in  money  for  the 
benefit  of  that  class  of  institutions  in  Massachu- 
setts.   Soon  after  I  made  that  statement,  one  of 
the  members  of  the  Association  rose,  and  in  speak- 
ing of  the  little  permanent  publication  fund  of 
$10,000,  which  we  are  trying  to  raise,  of  which  we 
had  raised  $3,200,  Massachusetts  having  given  of 
that  amount  $2,000),  said  that  he  had  received  a 
dispatch  from  Mr.  Hovey  saying   that  he  had 
raised  $500  more.    I  have  now  another  telegram 
from  Mr.   Hovey,   saying    that    he   has  secured 
another  $500;    so  that  Massachusetts  has  now 
contributed  $3,000  towards  the  fund.    I  knew  that 
you  would  all  be  glad  to  hear  this  statement.    I 
am  glad  to  read  this  dispatch  now,  because  it 
shows  forcibly  what  one  man  may  do.    Of  the 
money  already  raised,  $3,000  out  of  about  $4,000 
has   been    raised   by   this    one    man.     He  felt 
interested  in  the  work,  and  went  around  among 
his  friends  and  raised  it.    I  think  he  has  raised 
nearly  the  whole  of  it  in  Boston  and  vicinity  in 
$500  subscriptions.    If  anybody  feels  a  real  interest 
in  library  work,  he  can  raise  money  in  this  way.    It 
is  almost  the  only  way  in  which  money  can  be 
raised  —  by  persons  interested  in  the  matter  going 
to  other  persons  and  getting  them  interested,  and 
soliciting  subscriptions  for  this  kind  of  work.    If 
the  libraries  here  need  endowments,  the  endow- 
ments will  come  largely  in  this  way.    Frequently  a 
rich  man  will  become  interested  in  a  library,  and 
will    make  provision   for  it  in    his  will.     Why 
should  not  all  of  us  who  are  interested  in  libraries 
do  as  this  gentleman  in  Boston  is  doing  —  go  to 
friends  who    have   money  and  create  the  same 
interest  in  them,  and  get  them  to  do  something 
for  such  of  our  institutions  as  are  in  need    of 
assistance  ? 

The  President  requested  the  members  to  meet 
punctually  at  9.30  for  tomorrow  morning's  sessiont 
as  the  members  would  visit  Stanford  University 
in  the  afternoon.  He  also  announced  that  the 
section  of  State  librarians  would  meet  at  9  A.  M. 

Mr.  Fletcher. —  It  is  very  desirable  that  any 
one  present,  whether  a  member  of  the  Associa- 
tion or  not,  who  is  associated  in  any  way  with 
State  libraries,  should  attend  that  meeting. 

The  President  announced  that  the  Trustees 
of  Libraries  would  also  meet  at  9  a.  m.  tomorrow. 

Adjourned. 
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»W£D3HSDAT,  OcToaix  14.) 

Toe  PREiiDE^fT  called  :he  coaTendoa  :o  order 
at  9^40  A.  M. 

STATZ   UBKAKIES. 

The  resolanoas  ado  peed  bj  :he  E-xecniiTe  Com- 
mittee of  the  Sectioa  oc  State  libraries  were  read 
bT  Mr.  Willis. 

Mr.  Wall  13. —  There  is  cot  a  S:are  in  the 
Union,  except  Cal:fom:a  and  Nevada,  which  has 
on  the  title  page  ot  its  'egisla::Te  reports  the  date 
of  the  session  which  the  volame  contains*  and  there 
b  no  waj  of  telling  when  the  Ixgisiainre  meets. 
In  Xevada  they  have  ado  peed  a  role  bv  which  the 
title  pages  in  each  session  bear  the  dates  of  the 
coaunencement  and  adjournment.  Many  States 
in  the  Union  have  not  the  money  to  send  out  their 
documents.  In  California,  for  example,  there  are 
fifteen  or  twenty  document,  large  books,  and  they 
have  not  the  means.  It  Congress  will  provide 
the  means  whereby  a  State  library  can  send  to 
another  S:a:e  library  all  the  publications  and  the 
Dublic  laws  free,  we  can  distribu:e  the  documents 
of  every  State  in  the  Union  to  the  public  libraries. 
The  government  ought  to  ^o  this.  I  desire  to 
thank  the  Association  for  the  help  they  have 
given,  for  without  it  we  could  have  done  nothing, 
and  I  expect  that  before  long  every  State  in  the 
Union  will  be  improved.  .\s  Dr.  Poole  says,  it  is 
the  beginning  of  a  revolution. 

The  repon  was  accepted. 

trustees'  sectiox. 

Mr.  SoL'LE  reported  that  the  meeting  of  the 
Trustees'  section  was  adjourned  until  next  year, 
and  this  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Fletcher  announced  that  an  iiivita;ion  had 
been  received  through  Mr.  Ilill,  from  Mr.  McWil- 
liams,  for  the  delegates  to  stop  over  at  Fresno 
on  their  way  south,  and  the  President  announced 
an  invitation  to  lunch  under  the  •*  Big  Trees."* 

Mr.  Fletcher. —  Our  Secretary,  Mr.  Hill, 
called  me  to  his  room  this  morning  and  said  that 
he  had  attempted  to  write  out  an  expression  of 
his  feelings  on  receiving  the  minute  regarding 
himself  adopted  by  the  Conference  day  before 
yesterday,  but  had  found  it  too  much  of  a  strain 
upon  him  in  his  present  nervous  condition.  He 
wished  me  to  express  to  the  convention,  verbally, 
bis  most  hearty  appreciation  of  the  kind  words 
in  the  minute  and  to  express  his  feeling  of  un- 
worthinessof  it.     I  simply  speak  for  him. 


scBjzcT  cmx. 

The  P RESIT  EXT  then  read  two  letters  from  Mr. 
Wm.  C.  Lane.  .Assistant  Librarian  of  Harrard 
College  Library.  The  irst  expressed  regret  that 
imperatiTe  work  had  prevented  his  preparing  a 
recort  en  .\ids  and  Guides  in  time  to  be  read  at 
the  meeting  of  the  association ;  the  other  follows  : 

"^I  take  pleasure  in  forwarding  to  yoo,  to  be  laid 
before  the  U-rary  .\ssociat:on.  a  copy  of  the 
Index  tv?  the  subject  catali?g-ie  cf  Harrard  Col- 
lege Library,  or.  which  I  have  been  at  work  for 
the  last  eight  years,  and  which    has    just   been 


dnished. 

""Although  its  principa!  value  is  in  its  usefulness 
in  our  own  library.  I  thir.k  it  will  not  fail  to  be 
of  interest  and  in  some  cases  of  use  to  other  libra- 
rians. 

*^I  am  glad  that,  although  this  library  b  absent 
from  your  meetings  in  the  person  of  its  otEcers,  it 
may  nevertheless  be  represented  by  one  of  its  pub- 
lications just  issued. 

"You  will  notice  that  two  hundred  copies  of  the 
Index  have  been  prir.ted  for  the  Library  Burean 
in  Boston,  where  copies  may  be  obtained  by  those 
who  desire  them.** 

The  Fresidext. —  The  Index  :s  here;  it  is  very 
interesting  and  of  great  importance,  for  use  in 
connection  with  such  caralopxes  as  are  to  be 
found  at  Harvard  College  Library. 

IXVITAriOXS  FOR  THE  COXFEREXCE  IX   1S93. 

The  Secret-\ry  read  a  letter  dated  October  i 
from  John  G.  Shortali,  as  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Chicago  Public  Library,  inviting 
the  .\ssociat:on  to  hold  its  meeting  in  1S93  in 
Chicago,  in  view  of  -the  important  gathering  of 
public  men,  in  the  various  departments  of  interest 
to  the  civilization  of  our  time,  intended  to  be  pres- 
ent during  our  Columbian  txposiiion,"  and  two 
letters  dated  October  S,  from  Norman  Williams 
and  Huntington  W.  Jackson,  trustees  of  the 
Crerar  Library,  ar.d  from  E.  W.  Blatchford  and 
W*m.  H.  Bradley,  trustees  of  the  Newberry  Li- 
brary, uniting  in  the  invitation. 

The  letters  were  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Pres.  Green. — The  Standing  Committee  have 
authority  to  employ  a  stenographer  to  report  the 
proceedings  of  this  meeting,  and  at  the  last  con- 
ference it  was  proposed  that  they  should  do  so,  but 
not  then  voted.  Ik-«  the  meml^ers  approve  of  the 
action  of  the  Standing  Committee  in  employing 
a  stenographer  ? 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  BowKER  this  action  of  the 
committee  was  approved. 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Utley  read  the  report  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee :  —  The  Finance  Committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer 
respectfully  report  that  they  have  examined  the 
same.  The  Treasurer's  statement  of  receipts  has 
been  compared  with  the  statement  of  the  bank  in 
which  the  funds  are  deposited,  and  they  are  found 
to  agree,  except  that  the  funds  in  bank  show  $1.55 
in  excess  of  the  Treasurer's  account,  which  is  prob- 
ably interest  on  the  deposits  for  the  last  quarter 
and  which  will  go  into  the  next  year's  statement 
The  vouchers  and  disbursements  agree. 

The  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Permanent 
Endowment  Fund,  showing  the  condition  of  that 
fund,  we  recommend  be  accepted  and  published  in 
the  proceedings. 

We  nominate  for  Trustees  of  the  Permanent 

Fund  for  three  years  (to  succeed  himself)  £.  C. 

Hovey  of  Brookline,  Mass.    For  the   unexpired 

term  of  two  years  in  place  of  Pliny  T.  Sexton, 

resigned,  John    M.  Glenn  of  Baltimore.    All  of 

which  is  submitted. 

Charles  C.  Soule. 

H.  M.  Utley. 

Mary  A.  Bean. 

Acting  Finance  Committee, 

That  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee referring  to  the  Treasurer's  report  and  to 
the  publication  of  the  report  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Endowment  Fund,  was  adopted. 

endowment  fund. 

The  President. —  Mr.  Hovey  has  been  a  very 
efficient  trustee,  as  shown  by  statements  made  in 
this  meeting  from  time  to  time ;  he  has  raised 
$3,000  of  the  small  sum  which  has  been  raised, 
and  I  earnestly  hope  that  he  will  be  elected  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  on  the  Per- 
manent Fund,  for  three  years. 

Mr.  Hovey  was  elected,  and  Mr.  John  M.  Glenn 
of  Baltimore,  Md.,  was  elected  to  fill  the  unex- 
pired term  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Sexton. 

A  letter  from  Norman  Williams,  Trustee 
of  the  Crerar  estate,  Chicago,  111.,  dated  Oct.  8, 
1 89 1,  relating  to  the  Endowment  Fund,  was  read. 
I  beg  to  report,  as  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Endowment  Fund,  that  I  hold,  subject  to  draft  by 
the  proper  officer,  the  sum  of  |6oo,  being  the  con- 
tributions of  ten  individuals  of  Chicago  to  the 


Endowment  Fund.  These  contributions  were 
recently  made  at  my  solicitation,  no  contributions 
having  been  received  from  any  public  library. 
Although  under  your  circular  *'  Trustees  of  libra- 
ries and  librarians  are  requested  to  act  as  agents 
in  soliciting  and  forwarding  contributions,"  I 
have  not  received  any  subscriptions  from  any  pub- 
lic library  or  through  any  librarian  for  the  reason, 
as  I  understand,  that  it  is  deemed  a  dpubtf  ul  ques- 
tion whether  the  public  libraries  have  any  right  to 
make  a  subscription  for  the  purposes  contem- 
plated in  your  circular,  under  act  of  their  incor- 
poration. A  prolonged  absence  has  prevented 
me  from  making  a  personal  solicitation  until  quite 
recently,  and  also  from  sending  forward  an  earlier 
report. 

I  beg  to  suggest  that  a  just  and  fair  estimate  be 
made  of  the  propqrtionate  amounts  which  should 
be  contributed  from  the  various  States,  and  that 
it  should  not  be  left  to  the  activity  of  any  one  par- 
ticular locality  to  secure  the  entire  amount 
required. 

Mr.  Soule  read  his  paper  on 

points  of  agreement  in  library 
architecture. 

{Seep,  17.) 

The  President. —  It  has  been  arranged  that 
two  or  three  gentlemen,  particularly  conversant 
with  the  principles  of  library  architecture,  and 
whose  attention  has  been  recently  called  to  the 
subject,  should  be  first  called  upon  to  speak  on 
this  matter.    I  call  upon  Dr.  Poole. 

Dr.  Poole. — The  very  excellent  paper  which 
has  been  read  expresses,  I  believe,  the  average 
opinions  and  experience  of  all  librarians.  It 
certainly  expresses  mine.  Perhaps  I  might  go 
over  it  and  desire  to  make  here  and  there  some 
changes  of  expression,  but  they  would  not  affect 
the  general  issue.  I  am  thankful  to  Mr.  Soule 
for  having  contributed  this  paper,  and  believe  it 
will  be  useful  in  disarming  prejudice,  and  will 
refute  the  statement,  often  made  by  architects  and 
others  who  have  some  special  scheme  to  promote, 
that  there  is  no  harmony  among  librarians  as  to 
the  principles  of  construction,  and  that  each  has 
his  own  plan  and  is  striving  to  secure  its  general 
adoption. 

Since  the  formation  of  this  Association,  fifteen 
years  ago,  a  great  change  has  been  going  on  in 
our  country  in  methods  of  construction,  as  well 
as  in  other  matters  of  library  economy.  This 
result  has  been  brought  about  by  papers  which 
have  been  read  and  discussions  held  at  the  meet- 
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ings  of  the  Association.  All  the  library  buildings 
which  have  been  erected  in  our  country  during  the 
past  ten  years  —  and  they  have  been  many — 
give  evidence,  with  two  exceptions,  of  judicious 
progress  and  of  the  influence  of  our  Association. 
The  exceptions  are  the  unfinished  structures  of 
the  Boston  Public  Library  and  of  the  Library  of 
Congress.  If  there  be  anything  in  either  of  these 
buildings  which  has  been  approved  of  in  this 
Association  I  have  not  discovered  it.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Boston  Public  Library  expressly 
stated  that  its  new  building  was  planned  without 
consulting  his  own  or  any  other  librarian.  The 
result  has  been  an  "  Iliad  of  woes  *'  to  the  trus- 
tees, the  city  government,  the  architect,  and  the 
tax-payers,  and  the  end  is  not  yet.  That  library 
has  no  representative  with  us  at  this  meeting,  and 
yet  it  was  one  of  the  leading  supporters  of  the 
Association  in  earlier  years,  when  Dr.  Winsor  and 
later  Dr.  Chamberlain  were  its  librarians.  Dr. 
Winsor  would  be  with  us  today  representing 
Harvard  University  Library  if  he  had  not  just 
returned  from  a  protracted  European  tour.  Neither 
has  the  Library  of  Congress  any  representative 
here,  and  its  librarian  was  formerly  one  of  our 
most  prominent  members.  The  plans  of  the  new 
building  of  that  library  have  been  earnestly  and 
sharply  criticised  at  our  meetings  and  never 
defended  by  a  librarian.  Hence  the  absence  of 
its  chief  official  is  accounted  for.  The  discussions 
of  the  original  plans  of  that  structure  have  been 
beneficial,  for  they  defeated  the  scheme  and  saved 
the  country  many  million  dollars. 

The  subject  had  been  incidentally  treated  earlier, 
bat  the  first  general  discussion  concerning  library 
buildings  took  place  at  the  meeting  at  Washington, 
in  February,  1881,  where  I  had  the  honor  of  read- 
ing a  paper  on  the  subject.  At  the  same  meeting 
Mr.  J.  L.  Smithmeyer  read  a  paper  on  the  same 
subject,  and  brought  out  for  the  first  time  his 
plans  for  the  new  building  of  the  library  of  Con- 
gress. Both  these  papers  appear  side  by  side  in 
the  Library  journal  for  that  year  ;  and  mine  was 
printed  with  drawings  by  the  Bureau  of  Educa- 
tion and  the  American  architect,  Mr.  Smith- 
meyer made  no  estimate  of  the  cost  of  his  build- 
ing ;  but  architects  who  examined  the  plans  placed 
the  cost  at  fifteen  millions,  and  some  of  them 
higher. 

The  Congress  Committee  on  the  Library 
accepted  Mr.  Smithmeyer's  plans  and  urged  Con- 
gress to  make  an  appropriation  for  beginning  the 
construction.  A  strong  opposition  arose  in  the 
House,  partly  on  account  of  its  being  a  build- 


ing devised  for  show  rather  than  for  legitimate 
and  convenient  library  use,  but  chiefly  on 
account  of  the  immense  and  unknown 
cost  involved.  The  measure  was  discussed 
from  time  to  time  with  considerable  feeling 
and  personality,  and  it  went  over  from  session  to 
session  without  final  action.  At  one  time  amotion 
made  by  Mr.  Holman  of  Indiana  was  carried, 
that  the  cost  of  the  building  should  not  exceed 
two  millions,  which  made  the  use  of  Mr.  Smith- 
meyer's plans  impossible.  After  further  delay, 
without  a  change  of  this  general  character,  were 
cut  down  and  modified  with  the  intention  of  bring- 
ing the  expense  within  four  millions.  The  limit 
was  later  raised  to  six  millions,  and  the  work 
of  construction  was  begun  under  Mr.  Smithmeyer 
as  architect.  He  was  soon  relieved,  and  the  work 
was  placed  with  full  power  under  General  Casey, 
engineer  of  the  War  Department.  General  Casey 
made  the  judicious  appointment  of  Mr.  Bernard  R. 
Green  as  superintendent  and  engineer,  who  has 
made  modifications  and  improvements  in  the  plans 
committed  to  him.  It  will  be  a  better  building  than  it 
promised  to  be  under  Mr.  Smithmeyer's  charge ; 
but  will  be  far  from  what  the  average  American 
librarian  regards  as  an  ideal  library  structure. 

Allow  me  to  state  briefly  some  of  the  objections 
to  plans  of  that  building.  The  main  structure, 
which  measures  on  the  outside  470  by  338  feet, 
incloses  a  quadrangle,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  an 
octagonal  reading-room  140  feet  in  diameter,  with 
very  high  Veiling,  and  surmounted  by  a  dome.  In 
this  reading-room  are  book-cases,  and  from  it 
radiate  into  the  open  area  of  the  quadrangle 
book-stacks  which  are  nine  stories  high.  Every 
one  who  has  visited  Washington  in  summer  is 
aware  that  the  climate  is  very  warm  —  it  is  hot. 
Some  visitors  make  the  expression  stronger  than 
that.  (Laughter.)  The  reports  of  the  Naval 
Observatory  show  that  the  mercury  in  the  sun 
at  Washington  often  stands  from  160  to  165 
degrees.  A  piece  of  iron  at  that  temperature  is 
too  hot  for  the  hand  to  hold  without  pain.  The 
corridors  of  the  book-stacks  are  to  be  lighted  by 
skylights  in  the  roof.  Imagine  the  heat  there 
must  be  in  the  stacks  and  the  reading-room  shut 
up  in  the  quadrangle,  with  high  walls  on  the  four 
sides  and  cut  off  from  the  natural  circulation  of 
air  1  What  a  time  the  readers  will  have  with  the 
sun  at  165  degrees  blazing  down  into  that  quad- 
rangle 1  We  may  be  told  that  the  terrors  of  such 
heat  to  the  readers  and  the  books  will  be  obviated 
by  mechanical  circulation.  The  success  of  this 
remedy  seems  to  me  improbable.    Is  that  good 
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construction  which  shuts  out  the  essential  por- 
tions of  the  library  from  the  natural  air  currents  ? 
Excessive  heat  is  the  great  enemy  of  books. 
Other  points  of  criticism  on  these  plans  may 
appear  later  in  my  general  remarks.  The  fact  is 
the  American  Library  Association  did  not  begin 
its  work  soon  enough.  If  it  had  started  in  five 
years  earlier  and  taken  up  the  examination  and 
discussion  of  library  construction,  Mr.  Smith- 
meyer  and  his  scheme  would  never  have  had  a 
hearing  in  Congress.  The  erection  of  the  two 
great  library  buildings  at  Washington  and  Boston 
furnished  the  most  favorable  opportunities  for 
showing  practical  and  sensible  progress  in  ideas, 
and  what  library  architecture  should  be;  but, 
unfortunately,  both  have  failed  in  producing 
model  buildings. 

When  the  American  Library  Association  began 
its  work,  all  the  chief  library  buildings  of  the 
country  were  constructed  on  the  same  principles — 
Harvard  College  Library,  Boston  Public  Library, 
Boston  Athenaeum,  Astor  Library,  Baltimore  Pea- 
body  Institute,  Congress  Library,  Cincinnati  Pub- 
lic Library,  and  many  others.  The  same  design 
may  be  seen  in  every  part  of  Europe.  It  is  the 
gothic  ecclesiastical  style,  and  has  been  the 
common  form  for  library  buildings  for  the  last 
four  or  five  centuries.  During  the  middle  ages 
the  church  was  the  conservator  of  letters  and 
learning.  Its  libraries,  composed  chiefly  of  relig- 
ious books,  were  put  in  religious  buildings  planned 
after  the  style  of  its  gothic  cathedrals,  and  like 
cathedrals,  were  not  heated.  Later  the  secular 
libraries  adopted  the  same  construction ;  and  so 
the  fashion  came  down  through  the  centuries  to 
our  time  as  the  only  correct  library  style.  There 
is  no  necessary  or  logical  connection  between 
library  and  ecclesiastical  architecture,  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  last  of  this  class  of  buildings 
has  been  erected  in  this  country.  The  prominent 
features  of  this  style  are  briefly  these :  Two  rows 
of  columns  supporting  a  clear  story  which  takes 
in  light  on  both  sides,  the  open  nave  between  the 
columns,  and  aisles  between  the  columns  and  the 
walls.  The  lofty  nave  is  used  as  a  reading-room, 
and  the  aisles  for  shelving  books  in  galleries  from 
four,  six,  or  more  stories  high.  As  the  clear  story 
admits  but  little  light,  some  of  the  buildings  have 
a  large  lantern  or  skylight  in  the  roof.  In  our 
northern  climate  these  rooms  must  be  warmed  in 
winter,  and  it  is  desirable  that  they  should  be  cool 
in  summer.  In  winter  we  provide  radiators,  or 
turn  in  a  volume  of  hot  air  from  furnaces  in  the 
cellar.    That  air,  being  lighter  than  the  cool  air 


in  the  room,  rises  to  the  ceiling  like  a  balloon. 
Hence  the  temperature  becomes  very  hot  in  the 
upper  strata  where  heat  is  not  needed,  while  it  is 
cool  near  the  floor  where  it  is  needed.  In  order 
to  get  the  proper  warmth  near  the  floor,  it  is 
necessary  to  overheat  the  upper  strata,  and  this 
excessive  heat  destroys  the  bindings  of  books 
which  are  stored  there.  A  test  with  a  thermom- 
eter will  show  that  the  temperature  in  such  a 
room  increases  one  degree  for  every  foot  of  eleva- 
tion above  the  floor.  Leather  is  a  substance 
which  will  not  stand  excessive  heat,  and  it  begins 
to  deteriorate  when  the  temperature  is  higher 
than  is  comfortable  to  ourselves.  Books  cannot 
live  where  we  cannot  live,  and  should  be  shelved 
near  the  floor  where  we  live  and  are  comfortable, 
but  never  in  galleries.  This  injury  to  books  by 
heat  goes  on  in  rooms  which  are  not  as  high  as 
those  I  have  named ;  even  on  the  high  shelves  in 
book-cases  in  private  houses.  The  reading-room 
of  the  Boston  Athenaeum  is  only  twenty  feet  high 
and  has  but  one  gallery.  If  you  go  into  that 
gallery  and  examine  the  books  which  have  been . 
stored  there  for  some  years,  you  will  find  your 
clothes  covered  with  a  red  powder,  which  is  the 
ashes  of  the  bindings  destroyed  by  excessive  heat. 
In  winter  you  will  also  find  the  temperature 
uncomfortably  hot.  It  will  be  readily  conceived 
what  the  heat  must  be  in  winter  in  galleries  — 
and  it  is  the  same  with  Stacks  — four,  five,  or  six 
stories  high,  and  especially  in  the  Congressional 
building,  where  the  stacks  are  nine  stories  high. 
The  alternative  is  not  to  heat  these  buildings  in 
winter,  which  will  be  very  inconvenient  for  readers. 
My  remedy  is  in  the  construction,  and  is  very 
simple.  Do  not  have  high  rooms ;  have  no  gal- 
leries ;  and  shelve  the  books  in  a  single  tier  of 
book-cases  on  the  floor,  and  not  higher  than  a 
person  of  average  stature  can  reach  any  book 
without  step  or  ladder. 

Another  objection  to  the  common  construction 
of  which  I  have  spoken  is  the  annoyance  of  climb- 
ing stairs  from  one  story  and  gallery  to  another. 
This  is  the  most  tiresome,  wearing,  and  unhealthy 
exercise  a  human  being  can  take.  Years  ago  an 
ingenious  person  in  charge  of  a  penitentiary  in  Eng- 
land invented  the  treadmill.  He  found  that  by 
putting  lazy  criminals  upon  a  rotating  wheel  they 
would  have  to  keep  moving  or  they  would  fall 
into  a  pit.  He  found  also  that  the  apparatus  fur- 
nished an  economical  power  for  propelling  machin- 
ery, and  that  he  had  made  a  great  discovery.  The 
treadmill  was  introduced  into  other  penitentiaries ; 
but  it  turned  out  that  the  criminals  who  were  exer- 
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ciMd  thtreby  became  ill.  They  had  pulmonary 
trouble,  their  breath  was  short,  they  had  sciatica, 
and  became  lame.  Thii  result  was  so  common 
that  a  public  investigation  by  scientific  men  was 
ordered,  and  the  whole  trouble  was  traced  to  that 
infernal  treadmill  —that  constant  going  up  stairs 
—  for  that  is  the  essential  principle  of  a  treadmill. 
They  also  found  it  to  be  the  most  uneconomical 
mode  of  expending  human  energy,  for  only  eleven 
X^tx  cent  of  the  energy  which  a  man  can  expend  on 
a  level  and  without  injury  to  himself  can  be  utilized 
on  a  treadmill.  The  government,  therefore, 
expelled  the  treadmill  from  the  prisons  of  England 
as  a  barbarism,  a  cruel  and  unusual  punishment. 
It  is  not  to  our  credit  that  the  principle  is  still 
found  in  American  libraries  as  an  exercise  good 
enough  for  runners  and  attendants.  In  the  Boston 
Public  Library  young  girls  were  first  used  to  run  up 
and  down  stairs,  and  they  soon  gave  out.  Boys 
have  since  been  employed  as  runners.  Boys  can 
stand  almost  anything  in  the|way  of  abuse  and  live, 
and  when  a  boy  drops  out  of  the  ranks,  lame  and 
crippled,  another  poor  boy,  with  perhaps  a  mother 
dependent  on  him,  is  waiting  to  take  his  place. 
President  Oilman  gave  the  name  of  "  statistical 
devil  *'  to  crankism  in  statistics.  For  the  fiend 
wf  now  have  under  consideration  the  name 
**  treadmill  devlP*  is  appropriate,  which,  on  the 
•core  of  humanity,  ought  to  ht  turned  out  of  all 
the  libraries.  By  abolishing  galleries  and  not 
introducing  stacks  I  have  made  the  barbarism 
unnecessary. 

The  nave  of  the  conventional  and  mediaeval 
reading <room,  as  I  have  stated,  is  used  as  a  read- 
tn|^room.  and  tt  is  the  most  inappropriate  place  in 
the  world  for  such  a  purpose.  The  reader  needs 
quiet  and  to  b«  let  alone,  and  they  are  constantly 
disturbed  by  visitors  walking  around  among  them 
and  perhaps  talking.  This  is  usually  the  show- 
room, and  is  made  as  elegant  as  possible  for  the 
pur|>ose  of  attracting  visitors  who  have  no  purpoae 
to  studv.  If  such  a  building  be  not  fire-proof  it  is 
the  m^vkt  conbustible  of  structures,  and  if  fire- 
i^H^  it  is  needlessly  expensive.  The  style  admits 
of  noactommoiiations  U\f  carrying  on  the  adminis- 
trative w\>rk  of  the  library*  the  selection  and 
ordering  of  Nh^s*  the  receiving,  the  cataloguing, 
and  preparing  them  for  the  shelves.  Very  little 
of  this  wwk  was  done  in  the  middle  agee^  and 
hence  there  was  no  need  to  p^c^vide  for  it. 

The  lenvkncy  in  Ute  vearsk  eepecially  in  coUege 
and  imiv^riatT  libraries^  ha»  been  to  adopt  the 
stack  system^— 'a  seiies  of  irxni  book<aae9w  o«e 
aK^v«  Hie  other,  froea  Ave  to  mine  storiea  Mgk» 


and  accessible  by  galleries.  Compactness  and  the 
capacity  of  storing  a  large  number  of  books  in  a 
limited  spaee  are  regarded  as  the  chief  advantages 
of  this  construction.  The  merits  of  this  system 
have  never  so  impressed  me  that  I  was  ready  to 
adopt  it  or  recommend  it  to  others.  In  the  case 
of  colleges  where  it  hsis  been  adopted  there  was 
no  occasion  for  economy  in  ground  space,  as  the 
building  was  to  be  built  on  a  campus  where  there 
were  many  acres  of  unoccupied  ground.  I  am 
not  satisfied  that  there  is  either  financial  economy 
or  convenience  to  readers  in  the  plan.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  seems  to  me  to  have  some  very 
notable  disadvantages.  The  stacks  I  have  seen 
do  not  meet  one's  aesthetic  idea  of  how  books 
ought  to  be  treated.  Inside  the  walls  the  structure 
looks  like  a  model  prison  with  tiers  of  cells  rising 
one  above  the  other,  and  without  an  incident  of 
beauty  or  cheerfulness  to  relieve  the  sombre 
picture.  The  galleries  are  narrow  and  not  in- 
viting, the  light  is  uncertain  and  insufficient,  and 
diminishes  as  you  enter  the  stack.  If  the  stack- 
room  be  heated  in  winter  you  have  the  "heat 
fiend"  in  the  upper  galleries.  In  summer  this 
fiend  there  holds  undisturbed  possession.  If  you 
climb  the  stairs  from  gallery  to  gallery  the  "  tread- 
mill devil"  is  at  your  heels.  The  stack  with 
which  I  am  most  familiar  is  that  of  Harvard 
University,  the  first  which  was  constructed.  Be- 
sides my  own  observations  I  have  the  concurrent 
testimony  of  several  of  my  assistants  who  have 
been  employed  in  that  library.  The  heat  in  sum- 
mer in  the  upper  galleries  is  excessive.  The  light 
in  the  galleries  is  generally  poor,  and  in  the  lower 
ones  the  numbers  and  titles  of  books  cannot  be 
read  in  cloudy  weather  or  after  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon.  The  galleries  are  not  convenient 
or  light  enough  for  the  consultation  of  books.  I 
have  never  met  a  person  who  had  used  or  been 
employed  in  the  library  who  spoke  well  of  that 
stack. 

Another  form  of  stack  is  now  coming  to  the 
front ;  and,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  introduce  it  into  two  public  lil>raries  in 
that  portion  of  the  West  where  I  reside.  We 
shall  probably  hear  its  merits  extolled  in  this  dis- 
cussion. It  is  not  the  ordinary  stad^  froea  four  or 
six  stories  high«  but  a  three-story  stad^  —  a  little 
devil  — with  the  second  story  on  the  level  ol  the 
delivery  room,  the  first  story  being  below  and  the 
third  stOffT  above  that  level,  so  that  the  attendant 
in  any  event  can  have  onhr  one  fti|*ht  to  diviK 
Tills  IS  better  than  having  two  or  nKice  fights  : 
b«t  it  is  better  still  to  have  no  tights  to  diabi,  and 
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to  have  all  the  books  in  the  circulating  department 
on  a  level  with  the  delivery  counters.  A  person 
may  ascend  stairs  a  few  times  a  day  without  appar- 
ent  injury ;  but  when  often  repeated  the  exertion 
becomes  wearisome  and  positively  injurious  to 
health.  On  account  of  the  general  introduction  of 
elevators,  stairs  are  more  unusual  and  more  of  a 
nuisance  than  formerly.  Physicians  state  that  in 
cities  where  little  of  dwelling  houses  is  on  the 
ground  floor  and  much  in  the  air,  the  health  of 
women  is  undermined  by  stairs.  Many  years  ago, 
when  I  had  charge  of  the  Mercantile  Library  in 
Boston,  a  delivery  counter  was  put  in  which  was 
six  inches  too  high,  and  there  was  a  step  of  that 
height  for  the  attendants  to  stand  upon  when 
changing  books.  A  strong,  healthy  man,  who  had 
been  in  the  library  for  several  years,  was  in  service 
at  the  delivery  counter.  In  less  than  a  year  after 
putting  in  that  step  his  health  began  to  fail,  he 
was  lame,  had  sciatica,  and  the  same  symptoms  the 
treadmill  prisoners  in  England  exhibited.  We  did 
not  suspect  the  cause,  and  sent  him  away  to  recu- 
perate. Pie  came  back  all  right  and  went  to 
work ;  but  the  old  troubles  came  on  again  and  he 
had  to  leave.  Taking  up  other  work,  his  health 
was  perfectly  restored.  Another  person  took  his 
place  in  the  library,  and  in  about  six  months  he 
was  affected  in  the  same  way.  Since  my  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  subject  of  library  con- 
struction, I  have  no  doubt  that  the  troubles  of 
these  men  were  brought  on  by  that  one  step  which 
their  duties  required  them  to  ascend  constantly 
during  the  day.  The  work  of  attendants  in  our 
libraries,  who  are  generally  women,  is  now  very 
fatiguing,  even  when  they  work  on  a  level  with  the 
delivery  counters ;  and  it  is  a  question  worth  the 
consideration  of  a  Humane  Society  whether  it  is 
justifiable  to  burden  them  further  with  the  cruelty 
of  climbing  stairs,  even  if  it  be  only  a  single  flight. 
Another  objection  I  have  to  a  three-deck  stack 
is  that  the  galleries  cannot  be  sufficiently  lighted. 
Light  has  the  peculiarity  that  it  always  moves  in 
straight  lines,  and  will  not  turn  a  comer  unless  it 
be  reflected.  No  high  light,  that  is,  light  from  the 
sky,  which  is  the  only  effective  light,  reaches  any 
part  of  the  interior  of  the  stack,  for  it  is  cat  off  by 
the  floor  of  the  gallery  above.  The  only  light 
taken  in,  therefore,  is  the  horizontal  light  reflected 
from  the  opposite  side  of  the  street ;  it  may  be  a 
dingy  brick  or  stone  building  which  gives  off  little 
reflection  in  clear  weather,  and  on  cloudy  days 
scarcely  any.  The  tunnel  between  the  book-cases, 
from  20  to  25  feet  long,  is  to  be  lighted,  if  at  all, 
by  this  weak  horizontal  reflection,  and  throagh  a 


window  with  an  oi>ening  of  about  six  by  two  and 
a  half  feet,  I  do  not  believe  the  stack  can  be  to 
lighted.  It  may  be  lighted  by  electricity,  and  so 
may  any  dark  room ;  but  to  suggest  this  alterna- 
tive is  a  confession  of  weakness  in  the  scheme. 
No  light  is  so  effective  and  essential  in  a  library  as 
natural  light.  It  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  condemn- 
ing any  plan  of  library  construction  which  does 
not  furnish  an  abundance  of  natural  illumination. 

I  believe  in  shelving  books  in  a  single  tier  of 
cases  not  more  than  eight  feet  high,  in  rooms  of 
moderate  height,  from  fourteen  to  sixteen  feet,  and 
with  no  galleries.  The  space  above  the  book- 
cases is  needed  for  the  distribution  of  light  and 
the  circulation  of  air.  These  book  rooms  «re 
always  light.  When  250,000  volumes  can  be 
shelved  in  this  manner,  in  a  space  one  hundred 
feet  square,  or  on  10,000  square  feet  of  floor 
space,  it  seems  unnecessary  to  talk  about  stacks. 
It  is  desirable  to  have  all  the  books  in  the  library 
on  one  floor ;  but  if  there  be  not  space  enough, 
take  two,  three  or  four  floors,  and  have  an  elevator 
running  to  each.  Classify  the  books  into  depart- 
ments, and  assign  these  departments  to  the  several 
floors  as  will  be  most  convenient  to  readers.  When 
a  person  wants  a  book  he  goes  to  the  department 
where  it  belongs.  This  principle  is  applied  in  the 
large  retail  stores  in  every  city,  and  is  regarded  as 
a  convenience  to  all  concerned.  I  have  never  seen 
it  applied  to  a  library,  but  see  no  reason  why  it  is 
not  practicable.  It  may  be  asked  what  classifica- 
tion of  departments  I  would  make  for  the  several 
stories.  I  have  not  given  special  thought  to  the 
matter,  but  will  throw  out  some  suggestions.  As 
prose,  fiction,  and  juvenile  reading  form  nearly 
three-quarters  of  the  circulation  in  popular  libra- 
ries, we  will  assign  these  books  and  readers  to  the 
first  story.  In  the  second  story  we  will  place  his- 
tory and  biography,  travels  and  geography, 
poetry  and  drama,  essays  and  miscellanies, 
language,  French,  German,  and  Italian  liter- 
ature. In  the  third  story  we  will  place  fine 
arts,  practical  and  useful  arts,  natural  sciences, 
religion,  philosophy.  In  the  fourth  story,  politi- 
cal economy,  social  science,  education,  politics 
and  government,  public  documents. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  I  would  not  under 
any  circumstances  recommend  the  construction  of 
a  stack ;  but  I  will  say  that  I  have  never  seen  an 
instance  when  I  thought  it  advisable.  If  we  can- 
not get  the  thing  we  want,  it  is  good  policy  to  get 
the  best  thing  we  can.  I  should  not  like  to  go  to 
sea  in  a  bowl ;  but  if  it  were  necessary  to  go  and  I 
could  get  nothing  better,  I  think  I  should  try  it. 
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I  have  said  nothing  about  the  plans  of  the  New- 
berry Library  which  I  fully  explained  at  our  last 
meeting  at  the  White  Mountains,  and  I  have  omit- 
ted speaking  of  them  now  because  few  members 
here  are  interested  in  a  purely  reference  library 
where  no  books  are  circulated.  I  may  say  in  brief 
that  our  method  is  to  classify  books  into  depart- 
ments such  as  Fine  Arts,  Practical  and  Useful 
Arts,  History,  Political  Economy,  and  Social  Sci- 
ence, Religion,  etc.,  and  to  give  each  of  these 
departments  a  separate  room,  where  the  books  are 
read  as  well  as  shelved.  We  begin  with  a  few 
departments,  and  as  the  number  of  volumes 
increase  and  more  space  is  needed,  the  depart- 
ments are  subdivided  and  each  of  the  subdivisions 
are  given  separate  rooms.  For  instance,  when  the 
room  for  History  is  becoming  full,  the  American 
history  is  taken  out  and  assigned  to  another  room. 
We  have  a  large  number  of  rooms,  and  when  these 
are  occupied,  which  will  be  some  years  hence, 
there  is  opportunity  for  extending  the  structure 
and  providing  more  rooms.  It  is,  in  short,  many 
special  libraries  under  one  roof  and  one  adminis- 
tration, and  each  having  attendants  familiar  with 
the  specialty  which  the  room  contains.  The 
library  in  temporary  quarters  has  now  about  80,- 
000,  and  the  new  building  is  in  progress  of  con- 
struction. The  reference  library  which  Mr.  Sutro 
is  collecting  and  generously  proposes  to  give  to 
the  citizens  of  San  Francisco,  will  have  the  same 
general  character  as  the  Newberry  Library,  of 
Chicago,  and  in  the  building  he  will  construct 
for  it  some  of  the  principles  described  may  be 
applied ;  but  for  ordinary  and  circulating  libraries 
they  have  no  adaptation. 

The  President. — In  regard  to  going  up  and 
down  stairs,  I  found  that  on  account  of  econ- 
omy of  space  I  must  have  a  stack  in  the  new 
building  just  put  up  in  Worcester,  and  I  have  a 
little  elevator  running  through  its  four  stories. 
I  do  not  mean  that  the  young  ladies  shall  run 
up  and  down  stairs  at  all,  but  that  they  shall  use 
the  elevator. 

Mr.  Whelpley.  —  I  was  very  much  in  hopes, 
before  the  convention  closes,  to  have  Dr.  Poole 
tell  us  who  was  responsible  for  the  Cincinnati 
Public  Library.  That  appears  to  be  a  library  in 
which  all  the  bad  features  which  are  spoken  of 
from  time  to  time  are  grouped.  We  have  had  the 
reduction  of  the  bindings  to  powder  carried  on 
probably  as  successfully  as  it  could  be  done 
anywhere,  or  more  so;  and  not  only  the 
reduction  once  to  powder,  but  the  books  have 
been  rebound   and   have   again   undergone    the 


same  process.  We  have  had  the  climbing  of  six 
stories  of  iron  stairs,  adding  to  that  another  story 
between  the  two  roofs,  and  all  the  remarks  that 
have  been  made  by  Dr.  Poole,  in  regard  to  the 
health  of  those  who  are  required  to  make  a  tread- 
mill journey  from  day  to  day,  I  could  supplement. 

The  President. —  You  have  no  elevators  ? 

Mr.  Whelpley. —  We  have  no  elevators  and  I 
cannot  see  where  we  could  have  them. 

The  President. —  Yours  is  not  the  stack  sys- 
tem? 

Mr.  Whelpley. —  No,  it  is  the  old  cathedral 
system.  We  introduced  the  electric  light  and  it 
has  purified  the  atmosphere.  I  can  see  that  it  has 
stopped  the  deterioration  of  the  books  in  the 
upper  stories.  The  same  rules  are  to  be  applied 
to  the  health  of  books  as  to  the  health  of  men. 
We  want  less  heat  and  better  ventilation,  to  pre- 
serve the  books,  and  I  think  the  use  of  the  electric 
light  will  influence  this.  I  should  like  to  have  a 
little  of  the  searching  criticism  of  Dr.  Poole  and 
others  who  know  about  the  Cincinnati  Public 
Library,  for  I  think  it  would  produce  a  beneficial 
effect  and  probably  lead  towards  a  new  library. 

Dr.  Poole. —  When  I  was  called  to  Cincinnati, 
in  1S69,  the  lot  had  been  bought,  the  plans  of  the 
building  had  been  made,  and  the  superstructure 
was  already  put  in,  so  that  I  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  plans  of  construction.  Besides,  if  I  had 
had  the  opportunity,  I  do  not  think  I  should 
have  made  changes,  for  my  attention  had  not 
been  called  to  the  subject  of  construction  at  that 
time. 

The  President.  —  I  suppose  that  everybody 
thinks  that  Dr.  Poole's  plans  for  the  arrangement 
of  his  library  building  are  excellent ;  but  most  of  us 
believe  that  we  must  have  stacks  for  various  consid- 
erations, and  I  want  to  point  out  two  or  three  facts. 
One  is  that  you  avoid  the  treadmill  by  having  an 
elevator ;  another  is  that,  although  you  may  not 
leave  space  above  your  stacks,  yet,  with  the  elec- 
tric light  and  ventilation,  you  can  prevent  largely 
the  deterioration  of  books. 

Dr.  Poole. —  Does  the  attendant  run  the  ele- 
vator ? 

The  President. —  I  have  a  little  hydraulic 
elevator  running  through  the  different  stories  of 
the  stack,  which  the  attendants  run  for  them- 
selves. Then  we  have  two  other  large  elevators 
for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  BowKER. —  May  I  put  in  a  word  ?  The 
development  now  is  in  the  direction  of  the  appli- 
cation of  the  same  current  which  supplies  the 
light  to  running  the  elevators.    It  will  be  a  very 
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important  development  in  library  architecture,  so 
that  you  will  not  have  to  use  hydraulic  power. 
You  can  improve  in  the  matter  of  light  by  putting 
windows  opposite  every  column  of  the  stack  and 
having  them  as  high  as  you  can,  and  by  white- 
washing or  painting  the  walls  of  the  buildings 
opposite  you  can  do  a  great  deal  to  get  in  light 
even  in  the  dty.  Then  you  have  these  electric 
lights  with  long  hose  in  the  middle  of  each  set  of 
shelves  that  are  long  enough  to  be  carried  to  the 
end  of  your  stack.  These  are  ways  in  which  you 
get  over  the  difficulties  in  a  stack,  and  most  of  us 
believe  that  a  stack  is  the  form  that  we  must  have 
in  our  libraries. 

Miss  Hewins. —  In  the  conditions  of  our  build- 
ing in  Hartford  we  have  two  problems  to  coiw 
sider.  One  is  the  circulating  library,  where  we 
have  the  stack  on  the  ground  floor,  and  the  other 
is  the  Watkinson  library  of  reference,  where  the 
"  alcove  system  **  is  to  be  followed,  so  that  persons 
coming  into  the  hall  can  see  at  once  that  beautiful 
collection  of  books.  I  think  that  this  is  some- 
thing to  be  considered. 

The  President.— Will  the  public  be  allowed 
to  go  to  the  shelves  ? 

Miss  Hewins.—  That  has  not  been  settled,  but 
I  think  that  it  will  be  allowed  in  the  reference 
library. 

The  President.—  That  is,  in  the  alcoves  ? 

Miss  Hewins.— No,  all  the  work  at  present  is 
done  in  the  middle  room.  Arrangements  will  be 
made  for  sitting  in  the  alcove ;  there  will  be  a 
window  put  in. 

The  President.—  I  will  call  upon  Mr.  Cutter. 
We  must  all  be  brief  in  order  to  finish  by  half- 
past  eleven  o'clock. 

Mr.  Cutter. —  I  shall  have  to  lead  your 
thoughts  in  a  little  different  direction  from  that 
which  they  have  lately  been  following  and  take  up 
another  side  of  the  subject  When  in  the  Buffalo 
convention  we  were  considering  whether  it  was 
worth  while  to  have  a  school  for  librarians,  I  remem 
ber  thinking,  and  I  believe  saying,  that  it  was  even 
more  important  to  have  one  for  library  trustees, 
and  perhaps  there  is  no  matter  in  which  it  is  more 
desirable  that  the  trustees  should  be  instructed 
than  that  of  library  architecture.  Every  other 
mistake  which  a  Board  of  Trustees  may  make  in 
regard  to  the  administration  of  a  library  can  be 
corrected,  but  a  mistake  in  a  building  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  correct.  To  re-catalogue  your 
library,  if  catalogued  on  a  wrong  principle,  would 
be  very  expensive ;  still  more  expensive  would  it 
be  to  re-classify  it ;  bat  to  re-build  is  roinout.  Yet 


judging  from  the  results  one  would  suppose  that 
many  building  committees  did  not  know  that  there 
is  any  difference  between  the  good  building  and 
the  bad  building,  from  a  library  point  of  view. 
Their  attention  is  almost  always  centered  on  the 
appearance  of  the  edifice ;  they  want  (very  prop- 
erly) to  make  a  structure  which  will  be  an  honor 
to  the  city.  Even  from  a  library  point  of  view 
that  is  very  desirable,  because  the  library  building 
ought  to  be  attractive  to  draw  people  into  it. 

Nothing  is  to  be  said  against  that.  But  they  do 
not  feel  what  we  feel  strongly,  that  the  success  of 
the  library,  in  a  very  great  degree,  depends  upon 
the  adaptation  of  the  building  to  its  purpose. 
They  do  not  understand  that  the  cost  of  running 
the  library  will  depend  largely  upon  whether  it  is 
suited  to  its  purpose,  and  whether  it  is  constructed 
so  as  to  admit  of  economy  of  administration.  In 
many  of  our  libraries  this  is  an  extremely  impor- 
tant matter.  Suppose  a  city  has  a  certain  sum 
given  to  it  for  a  building  on  condition  that  it  fnr- 
nishes  the  money  to  buy  the  books  and  run  the 
library  afterwards.  It  will  make  a  great  difference 
in  the  annual  expense  whether  the  library  is  so 
built  that  the  attendants  go  for  each  book  an 
average  of  50,  or  of  100,  or  of  150  feet;  whether 
it  is  so  planned  that  it  requires  a  g^eat  deal  or  a 
very  little  supervision,  a  g^eat  many  or  a  very  few 
attendants  in  the  different  rooms. 

Of  course  it  is  not  feasible  to  have  a  school  for 
building  committees.  The  only  thing  we  can  do 
is  to  get  as  many  trustees  as  possible  to  attend 
these  conventions  and  listen  to  what  is  said  in 
regard  to  library  architecture.  We  must  work  up 
public  opinion,  so  far  as  we  can,  as  to  the  superi- 
ority of  a  good  library  building  over  a  bad  library 
building. 

Mr.  Soule  has  given  us  a  most  excellent  state- 
ment of  what  is  desirable  in  library  buildings. 
There  is  another  side  to  the  question ;  one  may 
make  a  statement  of  what  not  to  do.  I  could  not 
pretend  to  do  it  with  his  fullness,  but  taking  my 
own  library  as  an  example,  I  can  indicate  several 
points  which  I  advise  you  should  avoid.  The 
Boston  Athenaeum  is  remarkable  in  this,  that 
although  it  was  not  designed  by  an  architect,  it 
was  for  many  years  held  to  be  one  of  the  hand- 
somest buildings  in  Boston;  and  although  it  was 
not  planned  by  one  who  knew  anything  about 
building  libraries,  and  I  do  not  think  the  advice  of 
any  librarian  was  asked  in  regard  to  it  —  probably 
no  librarian  could  have  given  good  advice  at  that 
time,  forty  years  ago — yet  it  has  served  the 
purpose  of  a  library  fairly  well.     But  there  are 
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several  features  which  stand  much  in  the  way 
of  good  work  and  of  comfort,  and  make  it  more 
expensive  to  run  the  library. 

We  have  very  low  windows,  their  tops  six  or 
eight  feet  below  the  ceiling.  The  consequence  is 
that  the  whole  room  is  badly  lighted  and  the  upper 
part  is  simply  a  reservoir  of  darkness.  Of  course, 
according  to  the  modem  doctrine,  we  ought  to  put 
no  books  up  there.  But  what  are  we  to  do  when 
the  lower  shelves  are  full  and  many  have  double 
rows  of  books  upon  them  ?  We  must  put  books 
in  the  galleries  though  we  cannot  see  them  when 
they  are  there. 

We  have  the  alcove  system,  and  a  window  in 
each  alcove.  The  window  is  not  as  wide  as  the 
alcove,  leaving  a  wall  space  at  the  side.  It  is 
necessary  to  have  shelves  on  that  wall  space.  The 
result  is  that  when  one  wants  to  get  a  book  by  the 
side  of  the  window  the  light  dazzles  Qne*s  eyes  and 
no  light  falls  upon  the  book ;  and  as  the  public  go 
to  our  shelves,  they  are  subject  to  the  same  dis- 
comforts as  we. 

We  have  high  shelves,  ten  feet  high,  compelling 
the  use  of  ladders.  Ordinary  light  ladders  are 
dangerous  ;  people  tumble  off  of  them.  Solid  step 
ladders  which  can  be  rolled  around  occasion  more 
or  less  loss  of  time. 

The  railings  of  our  galleries  as  originally  put  in 
were  so  low  that  many  persons  complained  of 
dizziness,  and  we  were  obliged  to  raise  them. 

We  came  near  having  some  very  objectionable 
stairs.  There  was  a  room  sixty  feet  long,  with 
galleries ;  it  was  entered  at  the  west  end ;  the 
staircase  to  the  gallery  was  put  at  the  east  end. 
A  person  going  into  the  room  in  search  of  a  book 
at  the  west  end  of  the  gallery,  though  it  might  be 
almost  within  reach  as  he  entered,  must  go  sixty 
feet  to  the  end  of  the  room,  sixty  feet  back  to  the 
west  end  of  the  gallery,  and  then  retrace  all  those 
steps.  The  borrower,  for  whom  he  was  getting 
the  book,  had  to  wait  while  he  walked  forty  yards 
unnecessarily.  I  did  not  see  this  design  before  it 
was  carried  into  execution.  When  I  did,  it  was 
only  necessary  to  point  out  to  the  architect  the 
result  of  his  plan  to  get  him  to  put  another  stair- 
case in  the  west  corner  near  the  door.  I  have 
seen  almost  exactly  the  same  thing  done  in  two 
other  libraries,  showing  the  foolishness  of  having 
plans  made  and  accepted  by  men  who  do  not 
know  what  library  work  is. 

We  have,  as  I  said,  the  alcove  arrangement, 
which  obliges  us  to  go  twice  as  far  as  there  is  any 
need  of,  because  a  large  part  of  the  books  might 
just  as  well  have  been  stored  in  a  compact  stack. 


One  feature,  which  would  generally  be  objec- 
tionable, I  like.  All  our  work  is  done  in  public — 
the  cataloging,  classification,  collating,  pasting, 
everything.  This  arrangement  brings  myself  and 
my  assistants  into  closer  contact  with  the  public, 
and  I  think  it  worth  while  to  endure  all  the 
inconvenience  for  the  sake  of  that. 

Mr.  RowELL. —  Would  you  recommend  it  ? 

Mr.  Cutter. —  Not  for  all  libraries,  but  it 
suits  us.  I  should  certainly  urge  that  there  should 
be  proper  rooms  for  all  mechanical  work,  and  that 
books  necessary  for  cataloging  should  be  close 
to  the  catalogs. 

We  have  no  space  whatever  where  a  teacher 
can  meet  her  class  and  look  over  large  books  or 
engravings.  Our  library  is  much  used  in  that 
way.  Teacher  and  pupils  have  to  crowd  into  a 
small  room  where  the  art  books  are  kept.  Some- 
times two  classes  are  there  at  the  same  time,  with 
resulting  confusion.  From  my  own  experience 
one  of  the  most  important  things  in  a  library  of 
any  size  is  that  there  should  be  some  place  where 
a  class  can  be  met  by  their  teachers,  and  not 
interfere  with  the  regular  work  of  the  library ;  3ret 
I  have  heard  of  a  library  just  built  at  a  cost  of 
$250,000  that  has  no  class-rooms  for  the  public 
and  no  working-rooms  for  the  force. 

These  evils  that  I  have  pointed  out  may  seem 
to  yon  small  matters.  And  each  by  itself  is; 
but  taken  together,  and  each  one  working  its 
little  hindrance  or  annoyance  many  times  a  day, 
they  produce  an  amount  of  delay  and  discomfort 
that  cannot  be  neglected.  I  doubt  if  it  is  too 
much  to  say  that  by  reason  of  them  every  real 
scholar  who  goes  to  the  library  is  prevented  of 
something  that  he  might  be  able  to  accomplish, 
or  is  obliged  to  spend  more  time  about  it  than  he 
need  in  a  well-planned  building.  Surely  it  is 
worth  while  to  avoid  such  a  result  by  a  little 
forethought. 

FIFTH   SESSION, 

(WEDNESDAY  EVENING,  OCTOBER   1 4.) 

Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  of  the  return 
from  Stanford  University,  in  order  to  give  mem- 
bers time  to  dine,  the  President  did  not  call  the 
meeting  to  order  until  8.30  p.  M. 

President  Green  read  his  paper  on 

LIBRARIES  and  SCHOOLS. 
(Seep.  2M,) 

Miss  Hewins. —  When  I  first  went  to  Hart- 
ford, sixteen  years  ago,  the  reproach  was  thrown 
at  the  library  by  the  principal  of  a  large  school, 
that  it  was  of  no  benefit  whatever  to  his  pupils,  for 
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the  only  use  that  they  made  of  it  was  to  read 
trashy  books,  which  lowered  their  standing  in 
school.  So  far  as  I  know,  however,  he  never  made 
any  suggestions  as  to  the  better  reading  to  be  found 
in  the  library.  We  did  not  try  to  do  much  work 
in  the  schools  until  about  seven  years  ago,  when 
an  old  teacher  resigned,  and  a  3(0ung  man  trained 
in  modern  methods  of  teaching  took  his  place. 
He  at  once  began  to  take  an  interest  in  the  pupils' 
reading,  and  imparted  an  entirely  new  spirit  to  his 
school.  He  took  a  subscription  at  the  library 
which  gave  him  ten  or  twelve  books  at  a  time,  to 
be  kept  in  the  school  room.  The  pupils  have  ever 
since  made  a  record  of  what  they  read  there  and  at 
home,  and  every  winter  this  record  is  sent  me  fpr 
notes  and  comments.  I  have  observed  steady 
growth  in  power  of  expression  besides  marked 
improvement  in  the  reading  of  the  successive 
classes.  After  a  while  one  or  two  of  the  other 
schools  began  to  take  books.  Last  year  the 
amount  was  raised  to  make  our  library  free,  but 
the  building  is  still  unfinished,  and  we  charge  a 
nominal  sum  for  subscription  in  order  to  keep 
away  a  larger  crowd  of  readers  than  we  can  handle. 
After  the  larger  sums  for  the  library  had  been 
subscribed  smaller  gifts  were  called  for,  and  the 
school  children,  even  in  the  kindergartens,  gave  so 
generously  in  proportion  to  their  means  that 
we  decided  to  offer  them  the  first  use  of 
the  free  library.  Last  winter,  at  a  special  meet- 
ing of  our  Board  of  Directors,  it  was  decided  to 
spend  a  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  duplicates  of 
interesting  books  on  American  history  and  add 
them  to  what  we  already  had  for  the  use  of  the 
schools.  The  duplicate  books  are  Abbott's  Miles 
Standish,  Mrs.  Austin's  Standish  of  Standish, 
Brooks'  Abraham  Lincoln,  Mrs.  Catherwood's 
Romance  of  Dollard,  Coffin's  Boys  of  '76  and 
Building  the  Nation,  Cooke's  Stories  of  the  Old 
Dominion,  Cooper's  Lionel  Lincoln  and  Wept  of 
Wishton-Wish,  £ggleston*s  Montezuma,  Pocahon- 
tas,  and  Tecumseh,  Fiske's  Civil  Government  in  the 
United  States  and  War  of  Independence,  Goss' 
Jed,  Hale's  Philip  Nolan's  Friends  and  George 
Washington,  Miss  Hale's  Mexico,  Harte's  Thank- 
ful Blossom,  Henty's  By  Right  of  Conquest,  True 
to  the  Old  Flag,  and  With  Wolfe  in  Canada,  Mrs. 
Jackson's  Ramona,  Markham's  Colonial  Days, 
Munroe's  Flamingo  Feather,  Scudder's  George 
Washington,  Mrs.  Stowe's  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin, 
Thompson's  Green  Mountain  Boys,  and  Mrs. 
Wright's  Children's  Stories  in  American  History 
and  Children's  Stories  in  American  Progress.  We 
have  in  our  bulletin  for  July,  1891,  a  list,  arranged 


under  periods,  of  all  the  books  in  the  library  which 
we  recommend  for  school  use  in  connection  with 
United  States  history,  and  we  have  another  now 
out  of  print,  of  the  best  books  of  travel  for  refer- 
ence in  geography.  Sixteen  schools  use  our  books. 
Some  of  them  are  two  or  three  miles  out  in  the 
country,  away  from  even  a  Sunday  school  library, 
and,  in  order  that  the  pupils  may  form  a  habit  of 
reading,  we  send  them  interesting  stories,  besides 
books  directly  connected  with  their  studies. 

Mr.  Brett's  paper  on 

THE  CLEVELAND  LIBRARIES  AND  SCHOOLS 

was  then  read  by  Miss  Allan. 

{See  p.  30.) 

Mr.  Utlby. —  Some  three  years  ago  an  arrange- 
ment was  made  between  the  Board  of  Education 
of  our  city  and  the  public  library  commission,  by 
which  the  Board  of  Education  became  responsible 
for  the  preservation  and  safe  return  to  the  library 
of  books  specially  procured  for  use  in  the  schools, 
and  they  also  provided  transportation  between  the 
library  and  the  school  houses.  A  number  of  boxes 
were  furnished  in  which  the  books  are  placed. 
The  principals  of  the  schools  made  the  selection 
of  books.  The  high  school  grades  are  provided 
with  a  list  of  something  like.  1,500  books.  The 
books  were  purchased  expressly  for  this  use  and 
were  not  taken  from  the  library  shelves;  they 
were  in  all  cases  duplicates,  so  that  the  library  was 
left  with  its  usual  number  of  copies  to  be  used  in 
the  ordinary  manner.  In  the  high  school  grades 
the  number  of  copies  of  each  book  was  designated  by 
he  principal  and  ran  from  a  single  book  to  as  high 
as  fifty  copies,  depending  on  the  size  of  classes  and 
the  extent  of  use  desired.  When  a  subject  is^ 
taken  up  upon  which  special  reading  is  require^ 
by  the  teachers,  these  books  are  called  for  by  tlf  - 
principal  and  sent  to  the  school.  When  the  clai 
passes  beyond  that  study  and  a  new  series  • » 
required,  the  old  list  is  returned  to  the  library  an«2 
a  new  list  is  sent  out. 

In  the  grammar  schools  in  the  7th  and  8th 
grades  we  have  children  from  ten  to  thirteen  years 
of  age.  In  these  grades  the  number  of  copies  of 
a  book  is.  usually  twenty,  and  the  custom  is  to 
make  up  the  list  about  once  in  five  weeks,  sending 
out  the  books  seven  or  eight  times  a  year.  The 
team  comes  to  the  library  for  the  books,  and  they 
are  all  sent  out  at  the  same  time,  generally  occu- 
pying about  two  days  in  making  the  delivery.  At 
the  end  of  the  five  weeks  the  books  are  returned 
to  the  library  to  be  redistributed  and  sent  oat 
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again.  The  same  books  do  not  go  back  to  a 
school  ordinarily  more  frequently  than  once  in 
two  years. 

These  books  are  treated  in  different  schools  in 
different  manner.  In  some  they  are  read  in  the 
school  houses,  being  given  to  the  pupils  when 
they  have  accomplished  their  lessons  or  have  con- 
ducted  themselves  in  such  a  manner  as  to  merit 
some  reward.  In  most  schools,  however,  they  are 
circulated  as  they  are  circulated  from  the  library; 
that  is,  the  children  are  allowed  to  take  them 
home  to  be  read.  From  records  kept  at  some 
schools  it  appeared  that  every  one  of  these  books 
is  read  about  three  times  during  this  period  of  five 
weeks.  In  the  5th  and  6th  grades,  there  being  a 
larger  number  of  children,  a  larger  number  of 
books  was  prepared.  In  some  instances  100 
copies  of  the  books  are  furnished,  and  they  are 
circulated  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  7th  and 
8th  grades.  This  plan  has  been  in  operation 
about  three  years,  and  I  think  it  is  eminently 
successful. 

Of  course,  very  much  depends  upon  the  teachers 
themselves ;  if  they  are  not  interested  the  children 
are  not  likely  to  become  so,  but  I  notice  that  the 
plan  is  becoming  more  and  more  popular,  as  time 
passes  and  as  teachers  and  children  see  its  advan- 
tages. The  effect  is  seen  already  in  the  circula- 
tion of  books  from  the  library  itself ;  a  decided 
improvement  in  the  character  of  books  called  for 
by  young  people  is  manifest. 

Miss  Kelso. —  Do  you  permit  the  pupils  to  take 
books  from  the  library,  as  well  as  from  the 
school,  giving  them  a  library  card  at  the  same 
time? 

Mr.  Utley. —  The  pupils  may  have  library 
cards,  and  many  of  them  do,  and  go  to  the 
library  and  borrow  books,  in  addition  to  those 
which  they  get  from  the  school ;  but  there  is  no 
arrangement  for  distributing  books  to  the  schools 
upon  special  cards  held  by  teachers,  as  is  done 
in  some  libraries.  I  think  that  was  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Brett  and  some  others.  The  plan  of  distrib- 
uting the  books  in  the  schools  is  a  distinct 
arrangement,  separate  and  apart  from  the  ordi- 
nary circulation  of  library  books  upon  cards. 
Children  under  fourteen  years  of  age  do  not  have 
library  cards  in  their  own  name,  but  they  may  use 
the  cards  of  their  parents  We  give  books  when  the 
cards  are  presented,  to  any  child,  no  matter  how 
small. 

Mr.  Green. —  In  Worcester  we  have  a  blue 
card  which  we  give  to  persons  too  young  to  have 
the  kind  of  card  usually  given  out,  but  whom  we 


think  it  desirable  should  have  cards,  and  they  may 
take  books  out  on  those  cards.  The  attendants 
are  all  instructed  to  look  after  the  reading  of  per- 
sons having  the  blue  cards,  so  as  to  see  that  they 
get  books  adapted  to  their  age,  and  good  books. 
We  should  like  to  hear  from  Dr.  Linderfelt  as  to 
what  has  been  done  in  Milwaukee  in  this  line. 

Dr.  Linderfelt. —  I  have  very  little  to  report 
unlike  what  has  already  been  said.  There  may  be 
some  slight  difference  in  the  methods  used  in  our 
library,  but  the  results  are  substantially  the  same. 
Our  system  of  distributing  books  directly  to  the 
schools  through  the  teachers  was  inaugurated 
something  like  four  years  ago,  for  the  purpose  of 
reaching  a  large  class  of  the  community  to  whom 
the  existence  of  the  library  was  practically 
unknown.  The  method  which  we  employ  in  carry- 
ing on  this  work  is  this  :  The  teachers  of  any  of 
the  upper  grades  in  a  public  school  either 
come  to  the  library  and  select  for  themselves,  or 
send  into  us  a  list  of  a  number  of  books  sufficient 
to  go  around  among  the  scholars  under  their  charge, 
generally  thirty  to  sixty  books  each.  These  are 
then  sent  from  the  library  to  the  school,  and  from 
the  school  back  to  the  library,  at  the  expense  of  the 
library,  the  work  of  transfer  being  attended  to  by 
the  person  employed  for  delivering  books  every 
day  to  the  regularly  established  delivery  stations. 
The  books  are  kept  by  the  teacher  two  months, 
which  is  twice  as  long  as  any  other  books  can  be 
kept  out  of  the  library,  and  then  returned ;  but, 
of  coarse,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  teacher 
returning  them  before  the  time  or  from  taking  the 
same  books,  or  a  part  of  them,  back  again,  if  he 
choose,  though,  as  a  rule,  it  has  been  found  that  the 
time  allowed  is  amply  sufficient.  While  the  books 
are  at  the  schools  they  are  given  out  by  the  teacher 
in  the  same  manner  as  at  the  library,  so  that  the 
school  practically,  for  the  time  being,  becomes  a 
branch  of  the  public  library.  No  child  in  the 
school  can  take  home  any  of  these  books  unless 
provided  with  a  regular  library  card,  in  no  way  dif- 
fering from  the  card  used  at  the  library  itself.  This 
prevents  drawing  more  than  one  book  at  a  time, 
whether  from  the  school  or  from  the  library,  the 
only  restriction  being  that  a  book  drawn  from  a 
school  must  be  returned  at  the  same  school.  The 
teacher,  by  this  means,  is  relieved  from  all  personal 
responsibility  as  to  the  library  books  that  he  gives 
out  at  his  school,  since,  as  soon  as  a  book  is  drawn 
from  the  teacher  on  a  regular  library  card,  the 
father  of  the  child,  or  whoever  else  serves  as  his 
guarantor,  becomes  responsible  for  the  safe  return 
of  the  book.    With  each  book  we  famish  a  card. 
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which  is  a  fac  simile  of  the  charging  slip  ased  in  the 
library,  but  of  a  different  color,  and  which  the 
teacher  uses  for  charging  the  book  each  time  it  is 
given  out.  This  slip  is  returned  to  the  library  with 
the  book,  and  tells  its  own  story,  as  to  what  books 
are  most  used  and  consequently  need  to  be  fur- 
nished  in  a  number  of  duplicates.  We  have  at 
various  times  expended  $500  each  time  in  duplicat- 
ing substantially  the  same  list  of  the  books 
most  frequently  called  for,  and,  as  the  system  of 
school  delivery  is  being  extended  so  as  to  include 
more  and  more  of  the  lower  classes  and  younger 
children,  this  duplication  of  books  must  be  carried 
on  contiuually.  We  thoroughly  believe,  however, 
that  we  can  in  no  other  way  better  serve  the  pur- 
poses for  which  the  library  has  been  established, 
than  by  furnishing  a  sufficient  amount  of  the  best 
literature,  even  if  we  thereby  should  be  obliged  to 
curtail  the  amount  available  for  the  purpose  of 
what  may  be  styled  ornamental  literature. 

As  regards  the  books  which  the  teachers  select 
for  use  in  the  school  room,  they  are  generally  such 
as  are  intimately  connected  with  studies  of  the 
class,  though  not  necessarily  restricted  to  books 
directly  discussing  the  subject  in  hand,  but  con- 
sist of  illustrative  fiction  and  supplementary  read- 
ing of  all  kinds.  So  thoroughly  is  this  system  of 
school  work  now  organized  that  if  a  school  or  a 
single  teacher  in  a  school  is  not  making  use  of  the 
privileges  that  we  offer,  we  send  our  superinten- 
dent of  that  particular  branch  of  the  library  ser- 
vice to  ascertain  the  reason.  With  special  refer- 
ence to  this  school  work,  there  was,  a  few  years 
ago,  appointed  as  superintendent  of  the  delivery 
department  of  the  library  a  lady,  who,  while  a 
teacher  herself  in  one  of  the  schools,  had  been 
found  to  be  particularly  interested  in  that  part  of 
the  work  and  exhibited  a  great  deal  of  ingenuity 
in  interesting  her  scholars  in  the  reading  of  good 
books.  Thus,  when  a  great  many  of  her  pupils 
were  tardy  in  attendance,  and  every  other  means 
of  correcting  the  vicious  habit  had  failed,  she 
adopted  the  plan  of  reading  to  the  class  every 
morning,  for  ten  minutes  before  school  com- 
menced, the  then  new  story  of  Little  Lord  Faunt- 
leroy,  on  the  condition  that  if  any  one  were  late 
the  reading  was  postponed  until  the  next  morn- 
ing. After  this  had  been  done  a  few  mornings 
every  single  scholar  was  present  promptly  ten 
minutes  before  school  time,  and  it  was  not  long 
before,  in  case  there  was  danger  of  one  being 
tardy,  the  other  children  would  start  out  to  find 
him  and  bring  him  in  on  time.  Under  this  lady's 
guidance  the  school  delivery  work  in  Milwaukee 


has  become  an  eminent  success,  and  we  would 
sooner  think  of  giving  up  any  other  department 
of  the  library  than  that. 

Before  sitting  down  I  wish  to  mention  a  spec- 
ial experiment  made  by  one  of  our  school  princi- 
pals, who  made  an  application  to  the  library  for 
permisssion  to  keep  40  or  50  books  during  a  whole 
school  year,  for  carrying  out  a  plan  of  work 
which  he  had  conceived,  outside  of  the  ordinary 
school  work.  These  books  all  related  to  ancient 
Greek  and  Roman  history  and  were  given  out  to 
be  read  in  the  usual  way  by  the  members  of  the 
highest  class  of  his  school,  but  every  Friday  after- 
noon, after  school  hours,  the  class  met  for  an  hour 
or  so  and  discussed  what  they  had  read  during 
the  week.  Each  time  three  or  four  of  them  were 
required  to  give  a  resume,  in  their  own  words,  of 
any  passage  that  had  impressed  them  favorably, 
either  in  its  treatment  of  the  subject  or  as  illus- 
trating any  particular  phase  of  it.  These  exer- 
cises were  kept  up  during  the  entire  school  year, 
and  when  at  the  end  of  the  year  a  final  exercise 
was  held  in  public,  it  was  astonishing  to  find  what 
a  depth  of  knowledge  those  children  possessed  in 
the  main  facts  of  ancient  history,  all  of  which  was 
acquired  outside  of  the  regular  routine.  This 
year  the  same  principal  intends  to  take  up  modem 
history  in  the  same  manner,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  when  his  children  leave  school  they  will  be 
far  in  advance  of  other  children  of  the  same  age 
who  have  not  had  such  training. 

Mr.  Fletcher  then  gave  a  synopsis  of  his 
paper  on 

LIBRARY  LEGISLATION. 

{See  /.  31.) 

The  President  announced  invitations  to  Oak- 
land tomorrow. 
Adjourned. 

SIXTH   SESSION, 

(THURSDAY  MORNING,  OCTOBER  1 5.) 

Called  to  order  by  the  President. 

An  exhibition  of  articles  from  the  Library 
Bureau  of  Chicago,  on  the  platform,  was 
announced. 

A  letter  from  Miss  Hancock,  tendering  some 
souvenirs  of  Pescadero  beach  in  the  shape  of 
small  bottles  of  variegated  pebbles,  was  read : 
President  and  members  of  the  A,  L.  A,t  assembled 

in  San  Francisco^  Oct,^  i8gi:  — 

I  spent  my  vacation  this  year  at  Pescadero 
beach,  and  became  so  fascinated  picking  up  peb- 
bles that  I  did  nothing  else.    As  a  partial  result 


io8 


SAN  FRANC/SCO '  CONFERENCE. 


of  that  pastime  I  have  prepared  these  souvenirs  for 
the  members  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  and  hope  that  in 
your  distant  homes  you  may  enjoy  in  looking  at 
them  a  little  bit  of  what  I  did  in  picking  them  up 
on  the  beach. 

Yours  fraternally, 

Caroline  G.  Hancock. 

The  thanks  of  the  Association  were  extended 
to  Miss  Hancock. 

CONTAGIOUS   DISEASES   IN   PUBLIC   LIBRARIES, 

a  paper  by  Gardner  M.  Jones,  was  then  read 
by  Dr.  Wire,  who  at  the  end  said:  In  conse- 
quence of  the  peculiar  character  of  the  library 
with  which  I  am  connected,  I  have  had  no  expe- 
rience whatever  in  the  dissemination  of  disease 
by  my  books.  People  with  small  pox  and  t3rphoid 
fever  are  not  likely  to  consult  books  in  a  medical 
reference  library. 

Mr.  PuTNAM*s  pa^r  on 

ACCESS  TO  THE  SHELVES 

was  read  by  Mr.  Jenks. 

{See  p,  62.) 

Mr.  Brett's  paper  on  the  same  subject  was 
read  by  Miss  Sherman. 

{Seep.  34.) 

Mr.  Dana. — From  the  day  the  Denver  Public 
Library  was  opened  the  conduct  of  it  has  been 
based  on  the  principle  that  the  books  and  papers 
it  contains  are  the  property  of  the  public,  and  that 
the  institution  serves  the  purpose  of  its  existence 
only  when  those  books  and  papers  are  actually 
used. 

It  is  not  worth  while,  with  our  limited  experi- 
ence, to  do  more  than  to  say  that  our  conclusions 
as  to  access  to  shelves  are  exactly  in  harmony 
with  those  of  Mr.  Putnam.  The  Denver  Public 
Library  is  entirely  free  to  any  resident  of  the  city. 
Books  are  lent,  for  the  most  part,  on  the  simple 
promise  of  the  applicant  to  observe  the  library's 
regulations.  There  are,  properly  speaking,  no 
printed  rules  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  users  of  the 
library,  and  so  far,  the  need  for  them  has  not  been 
felt.  The  gate  in  the  fence  which  separates  the 
cases  from  the  reading  tables  is  sometimes  closed, 
but  never  locked.  Readers  who  wish  to  use  the 
reference  books,  which  for  want  of  space  else- 
where are  kept  behind  this  fence,  are  asked  to 
step  in,  and  told  to  enter  without  asking  the  next 
time  they  may  wish  to  use  them.  School  children 
in  particular  are  urged  to  come  in  and  use  the 


reference  books  and  make  themselves  acquainted 
with  books,  guides,  and  indexes  of  all  kinds. 
Book  borrowers,  who  ask  for  a  work  not  in,  are 
shown  the  way  to  the  shelf  containing  similar 
books  and  told  to  help  themselves.  Those  who 
wish  to  look  over  the  library  in  a  general  way,  or 
for  the  purpose  of  acquainting  themselves  with  its 
resources  in  particular  lines,  are  given  every  pos- 
sible facility  for  doing  so.  Want  of  space  makes 
it  impossible  to  permit  readers  to  go  to  the  fiction 
cases,  though  we  are  confident,  from  experiments 
we  have  tried  in  a  small  way,  that  Mr.  Putnam  is 
entirely  right  in  his  conclusion  as  to  the  advisa- 
bility of  so  doing. 

Very  few  books  are  lost  or  mutilated  —  possibly 
forty  or  fifty  dollars'  worth  in  two  years.  The  * 
books  are  disarranged,  but  this  is  a  small  matter, 
relatively.  Probably  ten  persons  are  accomo- 
dated by  access  to  the  shelves  where  one  is  incon- 
venienced by  the  disarrangement.  The  quality  of 
reading  done  is  certainly  improved  by  giving  bor- 
rowers liberty  to  choose  for  themselves,  and  the 
number  of  books  read,  as  well  as  the  number  of 
users  of  the  library,  are  increased  by  the  liberal 
policy  pursued  in  its  management.  Our  library, 
it  will  be  seen,  has  so  far,  both  in  size  and  general 
conduct,  much  resembled  the  branch  library  of 
which  Mr.  Putnam  speaks,  and  bears  him  out  in 
his  conclusions. 

Order,  obedience  to  rules  and  regulations, 
silence,  comfort  or  convenience  of  librarian  and 
attendants,  library  traditions,  all  these  are  made  to 
give  way  to  the  one  essential  thing  —  the  putting 
the  people,  for  whom  the  library  is  established 
and  by  whom  it  is  supported,  in  actual  touch,  in 
intimate  personal  relations,  with  that  which  con- 
stitutes a  library,  the  books  themselves.  As  it 
is  true  on  the  one  hand,  as  Mr.  Putnam  says,  that 
the  worst  sin  one  can  commit  against  a  library  is 
to  stay  away  from  it,  so,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
have  been  of  the  opinion  that  the  worst  sin  against 
the  public  the  library  can  commit,  is  to  deny  it 
access  to  the  books  themselves. 

There  is  nothing  sacred  about  a  book  after  all ; 
it  is  merely  a  tool  whose  value  is  in  its  use,  and  we 
take  pleasure  in  adding  the  evidence  of  our  limited 
experience  to  the  truth  of  the  proposition  that  a 
good  book  well  worn  out  is  the  best  of  all  books, 
and  in  protesting  that  the  notion  that  books  are  to 
be  preserved  as  a  sacred  trust  is  but  an  unfortu- 
nate survival. 

The  President. — We  should  like  to  have  a 
discussion  on  this  subject,  but  as  the  time  is  lim- 
ited, I  think  the  only  way  for  the  ladies  and  gen- 
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tlemen  who  are  interested  in  the  matter,  is  to  talk 
to  one  another  in  an  informal  way.  I  will  now 
call  on  Mr.  Rowell  to  tell  us  about  the 

PREHISTORIC   POOLE. 

Mr.  Rowell.  — We  have  all  been  puzzled,  I 
suppose,  or  some  of  us  at  least,  by  the  question 
"  Who  was  the  original  Mr.  Jacobs  ? "  It  is  not  a 
very  intelligent  man  who  requires  to  ask  that 
question ;  but  I  have  found  a  little  difficulty  in 
solving  the  question  *'  Who  was  the  original 
Poole?" 

I  have  in  my  hand  an  eight-page  pamphlet, 
entitled  "  Subjects  for  debate,  with  references  to 
authorities."  The  numbers  refer  to  volumes  in 
the  Brothers  Library.  It  is  published  by  John 
Edmands,  of  the  Mercantile  Library,  Philadelphia. 
At  the  bottom  of  the  page  is  '*  Yale  College,  Jan., 
1847.  It  consists  of  general  topics.  The  first  is 
"  May  an  advocate  defend  a  client  known  to  be 
guilty  ? "  the  second  is  "  Ancient  and  modern 
eloquence  compared ; "  others  are  '*  Buonaparte," 
"  Aaron  Burr,"  "  Byron's  Works,"  "  Capital  pun-  • 
ishmcnt,"  "The  Crusades,"  "The  Holy  Alliance," 
"Is  a  lie  ever  justifiable?"  and  many  others. 
Under  the  last  heading  are  Wayland's  Moral 
science,  301 ;  Dymond*s  Essays ;  R.  Hall's  Works, 
I.  96;  Bacon's  Elssays,  13;  Bentham's  Works  VI, 
267 ;  New  Englander,  I,  184 ;  N.  E.  Mag.,  VII, 
302.  These  show  you  at  once  the  character  of 
the  little  book. 

Knowing  that  Dr.  Poole  was  a  graduate  of  Yale 
College,  I  at  once  looked  in  the  1882  edition  of 
"  Poole's  Index  "  and  read  in  the  preface,  as  follows : 
*•  Thirty-five  years  ago,  when  a  student  of  Yale  Col- 
lege, and  engaged  as  the  librarian  of  one  of  the 
library  societies,  I  caused  examination  of  such 
references  as  were  accessible  and  arranged  sub- 
jects under  topics,  for  the  preparation  of  the 
student.  I  had  noticed  that  the  contents  of 
standard  periodicals  with  which  the  library  was 
filled  were  not  indexed,  although  they  were  rich 
in  the  treatment  of  subjects  about  which  inquiries 
were  made."  So  he  prepared  his  first  index,  the 
Periodical  publisher,  1848,  154  pages,  500  copies ; 
second  edition  1853,  521  pages,  1,000  copies.  In 
this  preface  there  was  no  allusion  to  the  pamphlet 
which  I  have  here.  So  I  wrote  Dr.  Poole  about 
it,  and  received  the  following  letter  in  reply : 

The  Newberry  Library, 

Chicago,  Jan.  31, 18S8. 
Mr.  Rowell. — I  did  not  prepare  "  Subjeets  for 
debate,  with  reference  to  authorities,  Yale  Col- 
lege, Jan.  1847,  8  pp.  8^,"  and  I  do  not  now  recol- 


lect that  I  ever  saw  it.  I  did  not  go  into  the 
Brothers  Library  until  1847.  I  think  it  was  done 
by  John  Edmands,  now  of  the  Philadelphia  Mer- 
cantile Library,  who  was,  in  January,  1847,  librarian 
of  the  Linonian  Library,  and  graduated  that  year. 
I  think  I  have  heard  him  say  that  he  had  done 
something  of  the  kind.  I  have  just  written  to  him 
to  inquire,  and  when  I  hear  from  him  will  write  to 
you.  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  calling  my  attention 
to  the  matter.  I  am  very  sure,  however,  that  I 
did  not  get  my  ideas  from  him,  or  this  list. 

Yours  very  truly, 

W.  F.  Pools. 

Mr.  Edmands  then  wrote  the  following  letter 
to  Dr.  Poole : 

The  Mercantile  Library, 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  3,  1888. 

My  Dear  Poole:  Alas  for  fame  I  I  have 
been  flattering  myself  for  these  long  years  that  I 
had  an  assured  place,  high  upon  the  roll  of  liter- 
ary fame,  as  author  of  "  Subjects  for  debate,"  and 
now  it  appears  that  the  foremost  man  in  the 
nation  is  ignorant  of  the  fact.  Well,  such  is 
life  I    Yes,  I  did  prepare  it. 

And  now,  what  about  the  conference  number  of 
the  Library  journal  t 

Yours  sincerely, 

John  Edmands. 

I  then  received  the  following  letter  from  the 
Newberry  Library : 

Newberry  Library, 

Chicago,  Feb.  6, 1888. 

Mr.  J.  -C.  Rowell.  Dear  Sir:  —  Saturday 
morning  Mr.  Poole  fell  on  the  ice  and  sprained 
his  wrist ;  being  thus  temporarily  deprived  of  the 
use  of  his  right  hand,  he  has  requested  me  to  reply 
tu  your  inquiry  of  the  26th  of  January. 

John  Edmands,  Librarian  of  the  Mercantile 
Library  of  Philadelphia,  is  the  author  of  **  Subjects 
for  debate." 

Respectfully  yours, 

Annie  E.  Hutchins,  Assistant. 

On  Feb.  16th  Dr.  Poole  apologizes  for  his  acci. 
dent  and  he  says :  "  It  is  very  singular  that  I  never 
saw  it ;  but  it  is  probably  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  I  did  not  go  into  library  work  until  six 
months  after  it  appeared.  I  will  ask  Mr* 
Edmands  if  he  has  a  copy. 

Yours  very  truly, 

W.  F.  Poole. 


no 
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The   following   postal   card   came    from    Mr. 
Edmands: 

Mercantile  Library, 

Philadelphia,  2, 8,  1888. 

"  I  am  not  the  fortunate  possessor  of  that  rare 

and  invaluable  literary  work.    Should  be  glad  to 

get  one. 

John  Edmands,  Librarian.  ** 

Dr.  Poole  next  wrote : 

Newberry  Library, 

Chicago,  Feb.  23,  1888. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Rowell  :  I  enclose  postal  from 
Mr.  Edmands.  You  see  you  have  got  hold  of 
something  which  is  rare,  and  so  far  as  now 
appears,  unique.  I  have  not  made  inquiry  of  Pro- 
fessor Van  Name,  of  Yale  University  Library,  but 
shall  do  so. 

You  see,  moreover,  that  the  '  claimants '  for 
your  find  are  increasing,  that  is,  if  you  are  inclined 
to  part  with  it.  If  }0u  should  wish  my  advice,  I 
should  say,  Jttip  it,  and  put  it  among  your 
cariosities.  Yours  truly, 

W.  F.  Poole." 

The  last  letter  is  from  Addison  Van  Name, 
Librarian  of  Yale  University  Library. 

New  Haven,  Oct.  i,  1891. 
"  My  Dear  Mr.  Poole  :  I  have  had  many 
things  on  my  mind  the  past  few  days,,and  I  cannot 
remember  whether  I  answered  your  inquiry,  as  I 
fully  intended  to  do,  when  it  first  came.  At  the 
risk  of  repeating,  I  beg  to  say  that  we  have  the 
pamphlet  in  question  (8  pp.  8  vo).  Mr.  Edmands 
was  the  Librarian  of  the  Brothers  University 
during  his  senior  year. 

I  should  have  been  glad  to  join  the  party  of 
librarians  who  .have  just  started  for  your  coast, 
but  it  was  not  possible. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Addison  Van  Name." 

You  are  going  tomorrow  afternoon,  I  presume, 
to  visit  Mr.  Sutro's  collection,  and  there  you  will 
see  some  original  authentic  memoirs.  I  think  this 
little  book  I  have  resurrected  is  quite  a  biblio- 
graphical memoir,  and  I  think  it  is  about  the  first 
thing  of  the  kind  on  record.  It  differs  from 
Poole's  Index  in  this  way :  We  have  all  cooperated 
together  in  taking  a  series  of  magazines,  arrang- 
ing the  topics  as  they  occur,  and  writing  the  name 
of  the  article  down.  This  list  of  subjects  for 
debate  proceeds  on  quite  a  different  plan.  He 
selected  a  list  of  topics  which  were  interesting  at 


that  time,  and  then  he  looked  through  all  the 
books  in  his  library,  and  his  magazines,  and 
picked  out  the  different  articles  relating  to  the 
different  subjects.  It  was  evidently  an  interest- 
.  ing  and  very  valuable  work. 

The  President.— Do  you  not  think  that  the 
subjects  which  were  presented  for  debate  were 
those  on  which  he  sought  references  ? 

Mr.  Rowell. —  Possibly,  but  he  took  others, 
such  as  Capital  Punishment,  Scriptures  and  The- 
ology, and  National  Copyright — they  were  agi- 
tating that  question  then.  It  was  rather  unusual 
for  a  thing  of  this  kind  to  appear  in  a  college  cata- 
logue and  it  had  evidently  never  been  tried  before. 

In  February,  1847,  it  merited  these  words  from 
the  editor  of  the  Yd/^  Literary  Magazine  (page 
192): 

"  We  were  prevented  by  excess  of  matter  from 
noticing  in  the  last  number  a  little  pamphlet  com- 
piled by  the  librarian  of  the  Brothers  in  Unity, 
entitled  **  Subjects  for  debate,  with  references  to 
authorities."  The  very  title  is  enough  to  insure 
it  a  hearty  reception  in  this  world  of  ours,  and  the 
slightest  examination  of  it  must  convince  every 
one  of  its  great  utility.  They  who  have  spent 
hours  in  giussing'nYizX,  books  contained  the  desired 
information,  without  finding  the  right  ones,  and 
have  been  tempted  to  believe  that  college  libraries 
had  nothing  but  their  number  of  volumes  to  rec- 
ommend them,  will  know  how  to  appreciate  the 
labors  of  the  industrious  compiler  of  the  pam- 
phlet. We  congratulate  him  on  the  prospect  of 
immediate  relief  from  the  many  and  annoying 
inquiries  for  *'  Something  on  the  Hartford  Con- 
vention," "Capital  Punishment."  "The  Tariff," 
"  Thomas  Jefferson,"  etc.,  etc. 

We  congratulate  the  Society,  too,  on  the  pos- 
session of  a  chart  which  not  only  reveals  to  them 
the  resources  of  their  library,  but  enables  each 
member  to  make  a  profitable  use  of  them.  The 
avidity  with  which  copies  have  been  bought  up 
shows  the  interest  taken  in  the  matter,  and  we 
would  advise  those  who  have  not  yet  furnished 
themselves  with  a  copy,  to  secure  one  before  the 
edition  is  exhausted." 

The  edition  probably  was  exhausted,  because  six 
months  later  Dr.  Poole  became  librarian  of  that 
very  library,  and  he  had  not  seen  a  copy  of  it.  At 
that  time  in  Yale  College  there  was  the  Brothers 
Library  and  the  Linonian  Society  Library,  and 
Dr.  Poole  in  his  first  letter  says  that  he  was  the 
librarian  of  the  Linonian  Society.  I  cannot  do 
justice  to  this  interesting  matter  in  five  minutes, 
but  this  little  pamphlet  on  the  Doctor's  authority 
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was  produced  by  Mr.  Edmands,  the  librarian  of 
the  Brothers  Library.  I  want  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  it  is  not  only  interesting  as  the 
precursor  to  Dr.  Poole,  but  to  the  Fletcher  Essay 
Index. 

The  President.  —  As  I  understand  the  matter, 
very  little  can  be  done  this  year  in  regard  to  pre- 
paring for  our  exhibit  at  the  Columbian  Exposi- 
tion ;  the  arrangements  will  have  to  be  made  at  our 
next  meeting.  Mr.  Hild  has  a  communication  on 
this  subject. 

Mr.  Hild.  —  This  is  a  report  of  what  it  is  pro- 
posed to  do,  which  was  printed  in  the  August 
number  of  the  Library  journal.  Owing  to  the 
illness  of  Mr.  Hill,  the  secretary,  who  has  been 
the  most  active  member  of  the  committee,  we 
have  not  been  able  to  make  a  fuller  report,  but 
we  have  some  correspondence  here.  I  will  read 
one  letter  which  may  be  interesting  to  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

Boston,  Oct.  3,  1891. 
Mr.  Frank  P.  Hill,  Chairman  of  the  Sub-Commit- 
tee on  the  WorlcTs  Columbian  Exposition  Amer- 
ican Library  Association. 

Sir:  —  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  Governor 
and  Council  of  our  State  have  granted  the  request 
made  by  our  commission  that  the  sum  of  $1,000 
be  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  American 
Library  Association  in  its  intended  exhibit  of  the 
libraries  of  the  United  States. 

It  must  be  understood  that  this  contribution 
from  our  State  can  only  be  counted  upon  after 
the  other  States  have  contributed  a  sufficient  sum 
of  money  to  render  the  exhibit  a  success,  and 
that  it  is  of  course  made  with  the  understanding 
that  the  libraries  throughout  the  country  will 
have  no  other  exhibit  than  that  under  the  auspices 
of  your  Association. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  C.  HoVEY,  Secretary. 

Mr.  Hild. —  I  think  the  matter  of  this  exhibit 
should  be  referred  back  to  the  same  committee ' 
with  the  addition  of  a  new  list  of  Advisory  Coun- 
cil, to  act  and  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Association. 

The  President. —  One  word  about  this  com- 
munication from  Mr.  Hovey.  He  is  the  gentleman 
who  did  us  so  great  service  in  Washington  last 
winter  in  the  matter  of  the  public  documents ;  he 
is  the  gentleman  who  has  raised  so  large  a  portion 
of  the  permanent  fund  of  the  Association,  which 
is  raised  for  the  purpose  of  helping  us  in  issuing 
books  and  pamphlets.    He  is  a  member  of  the 


Massachusetts  commission  on  the  Columbian 
Exhibition,  and  is  a  very  active  member  of  that 
commission.  In  that  capacity  he  has  induced  the 
Governor  of  Massachusetts  to  appropriate  $1,000 
out  of  $10,000,  at  his  disposal,  to  be  used  for  our 
advantage  at  the  exhibition.  I  think  that  special 
thanks  should  be  extended  to  Mr.  Hovey  for  his 
energy  and  good  judgment  in  working  in  the 
interest  of  the  Association. 

The  special  thanks  of  the  Association  were 
unanimously  extended  to  Mr.  Hovey,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  President. 

The  President. —  The  Committee  on  the 
World's  Fair  has  one  vacancy ;  I  would  suggest 
the  name  of  Mr.  Johnston  to  fill  it.  Mr.  John- 
ston has  been  selected  by  the  rest  of  the  com- 
mittee as  a  man  who  would  be  very  useful  to  them 
in  furthering  the  work  placed  in  its  hands. 

Mr.  D.  V.  R.  Johnston  was  elected  to  fill  the 
vacancy. 

The  President. —  It  is  well  to  keep  these 
matters  in  the  hands  of  persons  who ,  have 
already  acquainted  themselves  with  the  subject, 
that  we  may  have  the  advantage  of  the  knowledge 
which  they  have  already  acquired.  An  Advisory 
Committee  will  have  to  be  appointed ;  why  would 
it  not  be  well  to  reappoint  last  year's  Advisory 
Committee?  The  Advisory  Committee  was  re- 
elected. 

Mr.  Johnston. —  I  want  to  say  that  a  short 
time  before  we  left  the  East  I  had  a  long  talk 
with  Mr.  C.  Wellman  Park  of  the  Rensselaer 
Polytechnic  Institute  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  who  has 
been  selected  by  the  Bureau  of  Education  to  have 
charge  of  the  educational  exhibit  at  the  Colum- 
bian Exhibition,  and  I  asked  .him  as  to  the  desir- 
ability of  our  Association  considering  the  matter 
of  this  World's  Fair  exhibit.  If  he  had  been  a 
librarian  for  many  years  he  could  not  have  been 
any  more  enthusiastic  over  the  question  of  a 
library  exhibit  as  part  of  an  educational  system 
than  he  was.  He  has  since  assured  Mr.  Hovey, 
and,  I  believe,  other  members  of  the  Association, 
that  he  will  cooperate  with  us  most  extensively  to 
make  that  exhibition  a  success,  and  will  try  to 
secure  a  part  of  the  appropriation  which  they 
hope  Congress  will  make  for  that  purpose.  There 
was  one  difficulty  which  he  did  not  see  the  way  to 
overcome,  and  which  we  will  have  to  overcome 
ourselves ;  that  is,  the  question  of  sufficient  room. 
He  doubted  if  they  could  give  us  much  more  than 
400  square  feet,  which,  of  course,  would  be  utterly 
inadequate.  Mr.  Park  had  charge  of  the  educa- 
tional exhibit  at  Paris,  and  is  certainly  a  very 
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competent  man,  or  he  would  not  be  selected  to 
take  this  second  exhibit.  He  is  thoroughly 
familiar  with  all  the  details  and  execution  of 
matters  of  that  kind,  and  I  think  he  will  be  a 
very  valuable  assistant  to  us.  He  has  already 
sent  on  many  suggestions  to  us  as  to  the  as- 
sembling of  the  exhibit,  the  shelving,  and  the 
charge  of  it.  We  can  rest  assured  that  the  United 
States  authorities  are  in  hearty  cooperation 
with  us. 

A  note  from  Mr.  Kkphart,  librarian  of  the 
Mercantile  Library,  St.  Louis,  was  read  : 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Oct.  2,  rSQi. 
Mr.  John  M.  Glknn — Dear  Sir :  I  returned 
from  a  vacation  in  the  East  too  late  to  finish  my 
collecting  for  the  A.  L.  A.  before  the  'Frisco  meet- 
ing. I  have  collected  so  far  |i4aoo,and  will  send 
you  not  less  than  |i5aoo  within  a  few  weeks. 
That  is  to  say,  the  ficarJ  cf  Direttian  of  tkt  Aier- 
MM/i'/rZi^niri' contributes  1 1 5aoo,  but  I  hope  to 
secure  more  outside. 

SEVEJ^TN    S ESS/OX, 

(FIRST  UNITARIAN    CHURCH,  OAKLAND,    THURS- 
DAY BVRNING,  OCTOBER   1 5.) 

Called  to  order  by  the  Presidbnt  at  S.jo  p.  11. 
Mr.  Foster's  paper  on  the 

PUBLIC  SUPPORT  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES 

was  read  by  Mr.  Beck  with. 
Miss  Mary  S.  Cutler's  paper, 

IMPRESSIONS  IN    FOREIGN   LIBRARIES, 

with  notes  on  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Librarv 
Association  in  England,  was  read  by  her  niece. 
Miss  Louisa  S.  Cutler. 

{Sff  A  48.) 

Pres.  Green.  —  The  next  (>ai^r  is  one  by  Mr. 
Chas.  A.  Cutter,  of  the  Boston  .\then«um,  and 
Miss  Harriet  E.  Green,  of  the  same  library,  on 

**  STATE   LIBRARY  ASSOCIATIONS." 
{See/,  51.) 

Mr.  Ci^TTER.  —  It  is  not  quite  correct  to  say 
that  this  paper  is  by  Mr.  Cutter  and  Miss  Green. 
The  written  paper,  which  is  purely  statistical,  is 
entirely  by  Miss  Green.  She  sent  oat  the  circu- 
lars and  she  digested  the  replies.  The  spoken 
part  will  necessarily  be  by  myselt.  and  as  I  see  so 
many  here  who  are  not  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion. I  shall  venture  to  insert  a  few  items  of  iafor- 
nation,  perfectly  familiar  to  our  members. 


In  1876  it  occurred  to  a  young  college  graduate 
that  it  would  be  a  good  plan  for  librarians  to  get 
together  and  exchange  their  information  and 
make  one  another's  acquaintance.  The  first 
meeting,  therefore,  of  the  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation was  held  in  connection  with  the  Exposi- 
tion in  Philadelphia.  Since  then  meetings  have 
been  held  nearly  every  year.  Simultaneously  with 
these  meetings  a  library  journal  has  been  pub- 
lished, and  at  the  same  time  there  has  been  a  most 
important  development  of  libraries;  enormous 
amounts  of  money  and  of  books  have  been  given 
to  them  and  great  improvements  have  beeu  made 
in  library  administration.  I  take  it,  it  would  be 
claiming  altogether  too  much  to  assert  that  this 
great  development  of  libraries  has  been  caused  by 
the  stimulus  of  the  Library  Association  and  the 
Ubrmry  journal^  but  I  have  not  the  least  doubt 
that  it  has  been  very  much  assisted  by  our  exist- 
ence, by  the  discussions  which  we  have  held,  by 
the  notices  in  the  papers,  and  by  all  our  meetings, 
and  by  the  efforts  which  we  have  made  to  adver- 
tise the  improvement  of  libraries  and  the  advance- 
ment of  Library  Associations,  from  time  to  time, 
and  by  progresses,  such  as  we  are  now  making 
through  the  country.  We  have  caused  the  library 
idea  to  be  more  in  the  air  than  it  would  otherwise 
have  been. 

But  it  was  foimd  that  library  conventions  had 
to  be  held  in  different  parts  of  an  enormous  coun- 
try and  that  a  very  small  part  of  the  librarians 
could  attend.  There  are  in  the  United  States 
some  61OOO  libraries;  there  are  probably  almost  as 
many  librarians.  There  are  at  least  i/xx)  libra- 
rians of  important  libraries,  and  we  bring  here 
from  beyond  the  mountains  only  fifty !  It  is  evi- 
dent that  there  are  a  great  many  more  who  could 
be  benefited  and  who  should  receive  all  the  good 
which  comes  from  library  conventions,  who  are  not 
among  our  members.  It  was  thought,  therefore, 
to  be  a  good  plan  to  have  associations  which 
would  not  cover  so  large  a  ground ;  one  associa- 
tion for  each  Stats,  one  assodation.  if  necessary, 
for  each  countv.  That  idea  came  to  a  head  in 
i$9a  Before  that,  in  iS$5»  the  New  York  Library 
Club  had  been  founded  in  New  York  and  was,  in 
some  sort,  a  State  association.  Not  merely  the 
libraries  of  the  city  of  New  York  met  in  the 
Librarr  CIuK  but  those  of  the  whole  State.  New 
York  was  followed  by  New  Hampshire,  New 
Jersey,  Massachusetts,  and  in  the  present  year  by 
Wisconsin,  Maine,  and  Michigan,  and  an  attempt 
has  been  made  in  Pennsylvania  which  was  unsuc- 
cessful.   But  we  notice  that  there  is  not  in  that 
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list  the  name  of  California,  nor  the  name  of  any 
State  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  Why  should  you  not 
have  an  association  for  the  Pacific  Coast  ?  You 
certainly  cannot  be  expected  to  come  across  the 
mountains  tor  our  annual  meetmgs ;  neither  can  we 
come  here  more  than  once  in  a  generation,  until,  at 
least,  an  air-ship  is  made  which  shall  bring  people 
across  the  continent  in  a  day  or  two.  Why  not 
have  an  association  which  shall  combine  together 
all  your  librarians  ?  If,  as  I  dare  say  you  will,  you 
tell  me  that  your  coast  is  as  long  as  the  Atlantic 
Coast,  and  the  difficulties  would  be  as  great  as 
in  the  American  Library  Association,  why  not 
have  an  association  for  Southern  California,  and 
another  one  for  Northern  California,  and  perhaps 
for  States  still  farther  North  ?  You  will  find  it  is 
very  rare  for  librarians  with  any  brains  to  be  blind 
to  the  real  advantages  of  renewing  their  acquaint- 
ance with  one  another  and  exchanging  their  ideas. 
Twenty  of  you,  I  believe,  have  already  met  this 
year.  I  am  sure  you  must  all  be  convinced  it  is 
worth  while.  As  the  result  of  your  meeting,  you 
will  have  many  new  ideas  and  make  many  new 
experiments,  and  I  think  you  will  be  very  glad  to 
see  one  another  again. 

Perhaps  those  who  are  present  now  may  think 
it  is  not  worth  while  to  come  from  a  considerable 
distance  and  meet  in  such  an  assembly  as  this,  and 
listen  to  papers  which  might  elsewhere  be  read, 
in  the  report  of  the  proceedings  or  in  the  Library 
j'ourna/.  There  is  something  in  this,  but  I  have 
always  been  of  the  opinion  that  the  great  good 
that  comes  from  these  library  conventions  is  not 
in  listening  to  papers.  It  is  a  great  deal  more  in 
listening  to  the  discussions  which  follow  the 
papers,  and  more  even  than  that  in  the  little 
private  conferences  which  are  going  on  all  the 
time  on  the  street  cars,  in  the  railroad  cars  in 
which  people  come  to  the  conference,  in  the  hotel 
corridors,  and  elsewhere,  in  which  the  librarian 
privately  gives  his  experience,  his  difficulties,  and 
the  way  in  which  he  has  overcome  them.  That  is 
what  makes  these  conventions  important ;  and  it 
is  just  as  likely  to  be  useful  in  a  State  association 
as  in  the  American  Library  Association.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

LIBRARY   RECEIPl'   BOOK. 

Mr.  RowELL  —  I  slept  very  poorly  last  night, 
and,  getting  up  rather  early  in  the  morning,  having 
nothing  to  do,  I  thought  I  would  commence  a 
library  receipt  book,  patent  applied  for.  The 
first  receipt  which  I  thought  necessary  to  put 
down  was,  "  How  to  endow  a  library."  This  is 
the  receipt: 


Take  50  rich  men  (trustees  of  libraries  preferred). 
I  dextroasly  persuasive  librarian-chef. 
20  lbs.  flour  of  urgent  reason. 
ID  lbs.  mixed  spices  to  tickle  fancy. 
5  lbs.  salt  of  wit. 
5  pints  yeast  of  desire. 
200  lbs.  sugar  of  flattery  (more  or  less  to  suit 
taste). 
X  lb.  dynamite  of  determination. 

Directions: —  The  librarian-chef  takes  in  turn 
each  of  the  fifty  R.  M.,  and  having  stuffed  and  cov- 
ered him  with  a  thick  batter  of  above  ingredients 
carefully  mixed  in  due  proportions,  sets  him  aside 
to  simmer  gently,  the  fire  being  closely  tended  and 
the  heat  gradually  increased  without  singeing  or 
scorching  one.  When  all  have  become  thoroughly 
heated,  clap  them  quickly  in  the  pot,  pour  in  more 
spices,  and  stir  hastily  for  a  few  moments.  With 
a  long-handled  spoon  drop  in  the  dynamite,  cover 
all,  and  retire  with  speed. 

In  ten  seconds  with  a  loud  report  the  cover  will 
fly  off  and  the  chef  will  find  done  to  a  beautiful 
brown  fifty  non-transferable  ten-year  endowment 
life  insurance  policies  of  ^2,000,  each  written  in 
favor  of  his  library. 

Mr.  Utley  read  his  paper  on 

RE-NUMBERING  AND  RE-CLASSIFYING, 

prefacing  it  by  saying  there  are  many  librarians  who 
are  not  satisfied  entirely  with  the  arrangement  of 
the  books  upon  their  shelves.  In  most  instances 
these  libraries  have  grown  up  from  very  small 
beginnings,  not  expecting  to  amount  to  very  much 
within  a  reasonable  period  of  time.  Therefore 
their  arrangements  have  been  more  or  less  guided 
by  inexperienced  persons.  Generally  small  libra- 
ries could  not  afford  to  employ  experienced  libra- 
rians and  so  the  arrangements  have  been  largely 
haphazard.  Persons  see  the  defects  of  their  sys- 
tem and  desire  to  change  them,  but  dread  to  do  so. 
It  occurred  to  me  that  information  respecting  the 
manner  in  which  a  library  of  considerable  propor- 
tion was  changed,  might  be  useful  to  such  persons. 

{Seep,  20.) 

NORMAL  SCHOOLS  AND  LIBRARIES. 

The  President. —  We  had  a  very  interesting 
meeting  last  evening,  in  which  the  question  how 
libraries  could  be  made  of  use  to  schools  was 
brought  up  and  considered  with  a  good  deal  of 
thoroughness.  A  paper  was  read  and  then  gentle- 
men and  ladies  from  different  States  gave  their 
experience  in  the  matter.    Among  those.  Dr.  Lin- 
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derfelt  of  Milwaukee  told  us  what  had  been  done 
there.  I  unijerstand  that  he  did  not  have  time  to 
tell  us  at  all  fully  about  the  work  that  has  been 
done  in  connection  with  the  normal  school.  I 
think  it  would  be  very  interesting  to  hear  about 
that  in  a  five  minutes'  talk. 

Dr.  LiNDRRFKLT.  —  There  are  at  present,  in 
the  State  of  Wisconsin,  five  normal  schools,  in 
which  teachers  are  trained  for  the  various  public 
schools  of  the  State.     Of  these,  one  is  situated  in 
Milwaukee,  and  we  have  the  same  connection  with 
that  school  that  we  have  with  the  public  schools 
of   the    dty;  the    books    are    given  out  to  the 
teachers  and  the  books  are  used  in  the  school 
without  any  restriction  whatever.    We  found  in 
our  dealings  with  the  schools  that  the  difficulty  in 
the  proper  use  of  books  was  not  so  much  with  the 
schools    as    with    the    teachers.    The    average 
teacher  of  a  public  school,  particularly  from  the 
country  districts,  is  not  what  he  ought  to  be,  as 
far  as  regards  the  direct  education  or  preparation 
for  their  work ;  they  are  particularly  lacking  in  a 
proper  preparation  in  the  manner  of  making  use  of 
books.    After  considering  for  a  long  time  how  to 
improve  the  teachers,  as  well  as  the  schools  them- 
selves,  we  concluded  the  safest  plan  was  to  com- 
mence with  the  teachers  themselves.    For  that 
purpose,  at  the  last  session  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, which  was  last  winter,  we  obtained  authority 
for  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  normal  schools 
to  employ  a  competent  cataloguer,  so  called,  for 
taking  charge  of  the  libraries  of  all  the  normal 
schools  of  the  State.    The  proper  person  was 
selected  and  has  been  at  work  in  Milwaukee  since 
the  latter  part  of  last  August,  ostensibly  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  libraries  that 
already  exist  in  the  normal  schools,  but  with  the 
full  understanding  with  the  Board  of  Regents  that 
this  position  is  to  be  made  permanent,  and  that 
the  object  of  the  superintendent  of  the  State  nor- 
mal school  libraries  being  employed  in  this  way 
is  to  train  the  students  at  the  schools  in  the 
proper  use  of  books,  to  instill  into  their  minds  an 
appreciation  of  what  books  can  do,  outside  of  the 
ordinary    text    books,  in    educating   children  to 
obtain  a  bibliographical  knowledge,  and  the  pos- 
sibility of  selecting  out  of  the  vast  quantity  of 
material  that  exists,  the  proper  books  for  the  use 
of  the  children.    I   think  that  beginning  in  the 
way  we  have  done  and  securing  for  the  position  a 
very  excellent  person,  as  we  have,  we  shall  be 
able  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  years  to  scatter 
all    over    the    State    library  missionaries,   who, 
before  they  enter  upon  their  temporary  or  life 


work  as  teachers,  know  how  to  handle  books  and 
what  use  to  make  of  them  for  the  children.  I 
think  it  is  the  first  attempt  of  the  kind  made  in 
the  country. 

CATALOGING. 

The  Presidknt. — We  have  about  half  an  hour 
before  adjourning,  and  I  will  call  upon  one  of  the 
gentlemen  of  this  dty  now  in  the  audience,  Hon. 
John  P.  Irish,  President  of  the  Starr  King 
Fraternity. 

Colonel  Irish.  —  I  have  scarcely  more  voice 
this  evening  than  can  be  used  in  saying  that  the 
people  of  Oakland  feel  very  highly  honored  in- 
deed to  receive  a  visit  from  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Librarians.  I  have  listened  with  mueh 
pleasure  to  the  reading  of  the  technical  papers 
that  have  been  read  by  the  members  of  the 
Association  to  their  fellow-members  this  evening. 
I  am  moved  to  say  one  thing  to  the  librarians.  I 
have  raised  the  suggestion  from  a  remark  made 
by  a  young  lady  (and  I  am  surprised  to  find  that 
all  the  lady  librarians  are  young  ladies ;  it  is  an 
evidence  of  the  very  early  intellectual  attainments 
of  the  women  of  America  that  the  librarians  here 
are  all  young).  The  suggestion  came  to  me  from 
a  remark  she  made  on  cataloging,  that,  instead 
of  putting  so  much  expense  into  catalogs  of 
libraries,  a  little  more  might  be  added  to  the 
salaries  of  librarians.  I  stand  here  to  defend  the 
salaries  of  librarians,  and  of  everybody  else  who  has 
to  work  for  salaries.  But  I  wish  to  say  to  the  pro- 
fessional librarians  here  that  books  are  the  lenses 
through  which  we  look  at  past  dvilixations  and  at 
the  different  phases  of  our  homes.  And  when  we 
reflect  upon  the  very  small  number  of  books 
through  which  we  look  as  through  lenses  to  the 
great  civilizations  and  to  the  great  libraries  of  the 
past,  we  are  moved  to  have  very  great  faith  in 
condensation  and  in  the  belief  that,  after  all,  all 
that  there  is  in  a  library  of  value  may  be  easily 
and  very  readily  condensed  in  the  small  space  of 
a  catalog. 

I  believe  that  the  problem  for  librarians  to 
solve,  that  the  subject  for  them  to  study,  is  the 
problem  of  cataloging  the  library  so  as  to  render 
it  by  condensation  easily  available  without  un- 
necessary loss  of  time.  I  think  that  in  a  few 
years  all  the  concentration  and  experience  of  the 
genius  of  the  professional  librarians  upon  this 
subject  will  be  found  in  every  library  in  the  dvfl- 
ixed  wt>rld — a  book  more  vitally  interesting  than 
all  the  odier  books  upon  their  shelves — and 
that  book  win  be  the  universal  catalog  of  the 
libraries  of  the  world.    In  that  will  be  contaiaed 
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all  that  there  is  in  these  libraries,  so  that  the 
student,  the  scholar,  the  professional  man,  the 
pupil  in  the  public  school,  or  whoever  may  wish 
to  consult  that  library,  may  go  to  the  catalog 
and  there  find  a  list  of  authors  upon  any  given 
subject  and  a  sufficient  guide  therein  to  what  they 
have  written  upon  the  subject  pro  and  con.  That 
is  the  sort  of  catalog  that  is  needed.  The  art 
of  printing  has  enabled  such  a  wonderful  elabora* 
tion  of  the  very  few  ideas  there  are  in  the  world  — 
and  there  are  very  few ;  some  of  us  haven't  any 
(laughter) ;  sometimes  I  have  not  one.  A  great 
many  people  have  not  one  idea,  and  live  in  fear 
that  their  lack  of  ideas  will  be  discovered. 
(Laughter.)  The  art  of  printing  has  enabled 
such  a  wonderful  elaboration  of  the  very  few 
ideas  in  the  world  that  the  work  of  the  profes- 
sional man  requires  consultation  of  a  large  number 
of  books.  I  say  this  as  a  man  who  has  been 
busy  a  great  many  years  past  in  one  of  the  pro- 
fessions that  requires  the  frequent  consultation  of 
libraries  and  of  books.  The  professional  man 
cannot  afford  to  dissipate  his  time  in  searching 
over  the  shelves  of  a  library ;  and  a  library  with- 
out a  complete,  efficient,  properly  condensed  cata- 
log is  just  as  useless  for  library  purposes  or  for 
consultation  as  that  wall  which  stretches  before 
me  on  the  right  hand  or  that  on  the  left  —  it  is  a 
closed  and  a  sealed  book  without  a  catalog. 

Now,  it  is  very  easy  to  see  that  you  mean  to 
make  that  kind  of  a  catalog,  and  I  am  here  to 
tell  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  that  you  must  con- 
centrate your  energies,  your  experience,  genius, 
and  judgment  upon  the  creation  of  a  catalog  of 
this  kind.  When  you  have  done  this,  you  will 
have  done  a  work  that  is  as  important  and  profit- 
able to  the  users  of  books  as  that  work  which  was 
done  by  the  people  who  wrote  and  printed  the 
books  upon  the  shelves.  Then  yon  will  have 
opened  the  library  to  the  public  schools,  and  to 
those  who  desire  them,  and  to  those  who  desire 
to  receive  that  air  of  refinement  and  intellectual 
grace  which  may  be  had  in  the  library  alone. 
(Applause.) 

President  Green. —  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  if  I 
understand  Mr.  Irish,  the  thing  which  he  desires 
is  a  good  subject  catalog,  in  which  under  every 
imaginable  subject  may  be  found  references  to  the 
best  works,  the  best  magazine  articles,  the  best 
essays,  etc.,  on  that  subject,  so  that,  desiring  to 
know  something  about  any  given  subject,  you  can 
instantly  turn  to  that  subject  in  the  catalog  and 
find  references  to  books  under  the  heading,  or 
under  some  other  heading  or  headings  to  which  it 


will  refer  by  cross  references.  Such  a  catalog 
is  something  which  is  to  be  found  in  manuscript, 
in  a  somewhat  imperfect  form,  of  course,  in  many 
of  the  larger  libraries  of  this  country,  and  it  is  one 
of  the  most  useful  facilities  that  can  be  afforded 
in  a  library.  In  Poole's  Index,  under  a  gp'eat 
variety  of  headings,  are  found  references  to  the 
different  articles  in  periodicals,  which  treat  on 
given  subjects,  and  Poole's  Index  covers  along  list 
of  the  periodicals  in  the  English  language.  I  wish 
also  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  under  the  su- 
perintendence of  the  acting  Secretary  of  this  Asso- 
ciation, Mr.  Fletcher,  the  Librarian  of  Amherst 
College,  there  is  being  prepared,  by  cooperation 
(just  as  Poole's  Index  was  prepared)  of  many  of 
the  librarians  of  the  country,  an  index  of  essays. 
It  is  the  particular  province  of  the  publishing 
section  of  this  Association  to  attend  to  that  kind 
of  work.  I  have  said  nothing  about  the  numer- 
ous bibliographies  which  exist ;  works  which  give 
all  the  literature  on  specific  subjects.  The  kind 
of  work  which  Mr.  Irish  wishes  to  have  done  is  of 
great  importance;  a  good  deal  of  it  has  been 
done ;  much  of  what  has  been  done  is  in  manu- 
script and  much  in  print. 

Mr.  Fletcher.—  Allow  me  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  one  of  the  best  pieces  of  work  in  this 
direction  is  that  which  has  been  done  by  the  Libra- 
rian of  the  University  of  California,  at  Berkeley,  in 
the  Topical  Index,  of  which  he  will  soon  publish 
the  second  volume.  In  this  there  is  a  surprisingly 
large  amount  of  material.  This  volume  we  have 
found  in  the  extreme  East,  and  I  dare  say  all  over 
the  country,  very  useful  in  doing  just  this  work 
which  Mr.  Irish  so  appropriately  noted  as  the  work 
which  needs  to  be  done,  to  put  before  the  eyes  in 
compact  shape  the  condensation  of  that  which  is 
in  the  books  in  the  libraries  on  all  these  different 
subjects. 

Pres.  Green. —  Mr.  Irish  will  undoubtedly  take 
an  early  opportunity  to  go  to  the  University  of 
California  to  look  at  this  work. 

Mr.  Wen  DTE. —  That  book  is  on  our  library 
table. 

Pres.  Green. —  However,  the  existence  of  the 
volume  mentioned  does  not  diminish  the  force  of 
Mr.  Irish's  suggestion,  for  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  room  for  work  still  to  be  done  in  the  direction 
pointed  out  by  him,  as  Mr.  Rowell  himself  knows. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  we  have  a  few  minutes 
left  before  we  have  to  take  carriages  for  the  station. 
Now  is  the  opportunity,  if  anybody  has  any  ques- 
tions to  ask  upon  any  subject  connected  with  the 
papers  of  the  evening,  or  any  other      atter  relat- 
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ing  to  library  economy  or  library  management.  We 
have  some  papers  that  I  can  have  read,  but  I  think 
it  would  be  pleasant  if  the  few  remaining  minutes 
should  be  spent  in  an  informal  way.  Isn't  there 
some  Califomian  who  wants  to  ask  a  question  of 
some  Eastern  librarian  ? 

Colonel  Irish. —  There  may  be  some  Califor- 
nia librarian  who  desires  to  "  pop  the  question  ** 
to  an  Eastern  librarian.    (Laughter.) 

The  President. —  The  Eastern  librarians  are 
very  responsive.     (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Wen  DTE. —  As  a  friend  of  librarians  I 
would  like  to  ask  a  question.  Is  there  not  some 
way  in  which  Mr.  Irish's  suggestion  can  be  carried 
out  ?  In  Poole's  Index,  for  instance,  on  any  given 
topic,  the  eye  is  appalled  by  a  long  list  of  refer- 
ences and  you  have  no  means  of  knowing  which  is 
desirable.  Many  essays  are  of  no  account.  In 
cataloguing  such  an  enormous  quantity  of  material 
could  not  something  be  done  to  condense  it  so 
that  one  could  see  what  is  useful  and  what  is  use- 
less? 

The  President. — We  have  long  thought  that  it 
would  be  desirable  to  have  a  single  volume,  in 
which  about  ten  thousand  volumes  should  be  cat- 
alogued under  subject  headings  and  in  which  indi- 
cations should  be  given  in  regard  to  the  character 
of  each  of  the  books  catalogued,  as  well  as  refer- 
ences to  important  articles  in  periodicals,  valua- 
ble essays,  etc.  The  ten  thousand  books  should 
be  the  best  books  in  the  English  language,  and 
explanatory  notes  should  be  added  to  entries  when 
needed.  Librarians  are  very  busy  men  and  nobody 
has  as  yet  taken  hold  of  this  matter.  The  impor- 
tance of  it  we  all  realize. 

Mr.  Whelpley. —  Mr.  Stetson's  paper  to  be  read 
tomorrow  covers  that  ground. 

Adjourned. 

EIGHTH   SESSION, 

(FRIDAY  MORNING,  OCTOBER  l6.) 

Called  to  order  at  10.30  A.  M.  by  the  Presi- 
dent. 

The  President. —  The  Local  Committee  wishes 
me  to  announce  that  the  November  number  of  the 
Overland  Magazine  will  be  called  "  The  Library 
Conference  number,"  and  will  contain  historical 
and  descriptive  notices,  with  illustrations  of  sev- 
eral California  libraries,  and  who  are  members  of 
this  association. 

The  photograph  taken  at  the  Stanford  Univer- 
sity is  now  ready  and  can  be  had  on  rollers.  It 
is  very  large  and  is  an  admirable  photograph,  and 


the  likenesses  of  the  different  people  can  be  seen 
as  you  would  like  to  have  them. 

election  of  officers. 

The  first  business  this  morning  is  the  election  of 
officers.  The  provision  of  the  constitution  is  that 
the  Association  shall  choose  five  persons  as  an 
Executive  Committee.  This  committee  adds  to 
its  numbers  as  many  names  as  it  pleases  and  enough 
to  fill  all  the  different  offices  of  the  society.  It  is 
intended  to  revise  the  constitution.  It  is  expected 
that  a  more  republican  form  will  prevail,  namely : 
that  the  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  one 
or  two  others,  perhaps  five,  will  be  elected  directly 
by  popular  vote,  but  until  that  revision  is  made  it 
is  necessary  to  proceed  under  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution  as  they  are.  You  will  now  elect 
five  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
it  is  desirable  that  you  elect  persons  now  present. 

Mr.  BOWKER  nominated  Mr.  Frank  P.  Hill  and 
Mr.  S.  S.  Green. 

The  President.— The  best  way  would  be  to 
have  nominations  from  the  floor  of  persons  for 
the  Executive  Committee ;  then  to  make  a  list  and 
take  an  informal  ballot,  and  see  which  five  per- 
sons stand  highest.  You  will  then  be  ready  for 
a  formal  ballot. 

Mr.  Bowker  moved  that  the  procedure  sug- 
gested by  the  President  be  adopted.    Carried. 

The  nominations  were  continued,  and  Mr. 
Fletcher,  Dr.  Linderfelt,  Mr.  Dudley,  Mr.  Utley, 
Mr.  Rowell,  and  Mr.  Cutter  were  named. 

PLACE  OF  meeting. 

Mr.  Bowker.—  Before  a  formal  ballot  is  held 
there  should  be  discussion  as  to  the  place  of  hold- 
ing the  next  meeting ;  it  is  thought  that  it  should 
be  held  near  the  centre  of  library  population.  I 
recommend  Washington. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Cutter,  Bow- 
ker, and  Utley  a  committee  to  consider  all  sugges- 
tions made  with  reference  to  the  place  of  meeting 
next  year,  and  report  later  in  the  session. 

Mr.  Fletcher  read  invitations  received  from 
Chicago,  to  hold  the  meeting  in  that  city  during 
the  year  of  the  World's  Fair. 

Mr.  HiLD. —  As  chairman  of  the  Sub-committee 
on  Libraries  I  would  like  to  know  whether  the 
permission  is  given  by  the  Association  to  hold  the 
.conference  in  Chicago  in  1893.  ^^  intend  to 
have  an  international  Congress  of  libraries  on  the 
largest  scale  possible,  to  bring  together  more  than 
ever  before  in  this  country.  With  that  view  we 
have  already  selected  about  150  librarians  in  all 
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parts  of  the  world  to  act  as  an  Advisory  Council 
to  this  committee.  Many  of  you  will  receive  invi- 
tations. This  World's  Congress  Auxiliary  would 
like  to  know  whether  the  Association  wishes  to  go 
to  Chicago  in  1893,  and  all  the  libraries  of  Chicago 
join  in  extending  this  invitation  to  the  Association 
to  come  to  Chicago. 

The  President.—  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall 
decide  to  go  to  Chicago  in  1893,  but  I  think  it 
would  expedite  matters  to  refer  this  invitation 
to  the  committee  chosen  to  make  recommenda- 
tions. 

Mr.  Whelpley. —  Why  not  decide  the  Chicago 
business  here  now  ? 

The  President.— I  think  it  had  better  go  to 
the  committee  in  connection  with  the  other  mat- 
ters ;  then  we  can  have  a  vote  on  it. 

The  question  of  going  to  Chicago  in  1893  ^^ 
referred  to  the  committee  with  instructions  to 
report. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  Dudley. —  Mr.  President,  has  it  been  the 
practice  to  choose  the  President  from  this  Execu- 
tive Committee.^ 

The  President.— Not  necessarily,  but  I  think 
it  has  commonly  been  so ;  this,  however,  is  not 
necessary. 

Mr.  Cutter. —  It  has  been  an  unbroken 
custom. 

Mr.  Fletcher. —  On  one  occasion  it  was  pro- 
posed to  take  an  informal  ballot  for  President 
merely  for  the  guidance  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, but  it  has  not  been  the  usual  custom. 

PLACE  AND  TIME  OF  MEETING. 

While  the  voting  was  going  on  the  President 
requested  expressions  of  opinion  as  to  where  the 
next  year's  meeting  should  be  held,  and  he  sug- 
gested Nantucket.  He  said  that  Mr.  Soule  had 
suggested  chartering  a  steamer  and  making  a  trip 
along  the  Atlantic  Coast  early  in  June. 

Mr.  Cutter.  —  The  committee  on  the  place  of 
meeting  for  the  following  two  years  recommend 
for  1892,  Washington  and  Baltimore,  preferably 
in  May,  but  the  time  to  be  left  to  the  decision  of 
the  Executive  Committee;  in  1893,  Chicago. 
That  should  be  an  International  Conference,  and 
should  meet  in  May,  when  all  the  educational 
bodies  meet. 

Mr.  HiLD.  —  It  has  not  been  definitely  settled 
that  the  educational  bodies  shall  meet  in  May; 
it  was  recommended  in  the  programme  of  the 
World's  Congress  Auxiliary,  but  it  has  not  been 
fixed  upon. 


The  President.  —  Strike  out  the  word  May. 

Mr.  Cutter. —  I  am  sure  the  committee  will 
agree  to  this. 

Mr.  HiLD.  —  The  time  could  be  fixed  next  year. 

The  report  of  the  committee  as  to  the  places  of 
meeting  for  1892  and  for  1893  was  divided,  and 
the  different  recommendations  adopted  separately. 

It  was  suggested  that  the  Standing  Committee 
be  given  power  to  change  the  place  of  meeting  for 
1892  if  it  were  found  impracticable  to  go  to  Wash- 
ington, but  after  some  discussion  the  suggestion 
was  not  adopted. 

COPYRIGHT. 

Mr.  BowKBR. —  I  wish  to  offer  a  series  of  reso- 
lutions which  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to 
bring  before  the  committee,  so  that  I  offer  them 
on  my  own  individual  responsibility.  The  reason 
for  offering  them  is  this :  The  Association  took 
some  action  relating  to  the  passage  of  the  Copy- 
right act.  One  of  the  questions  of  the  Copyright 
bill  was  the  provision  of  a  weekly  list  of  copy- 
righted books,  which  has  been  since  sent  to  the 
Treasury  Department  in  a  more  roundabout  way 
since  the  ist  of  July.  It  may  be  worth  while  to 
call  the  attention  of  this  conference  to  the  fact 
that  this  list  contains  the  name  of  every  book  and 
pamphlet  copyrighted  in  this  country.  It  is, 
therefore,  a  most  thorough  foundation  for  a 
national  bibliography,  and  I  have  had  some  talk 
with  Mr.  Spofford  as  to  the  desirability  of  making 
this  a  bibliographical  record :  — 

Resolved^  That  the  A.  L.  A.  records  its  gratifica- 
tion at  the  passage  of  an  international  copyright 
act,  as  promoting  justice  to  authors  of  books  and 
the  development  of  American  literature. 

Resolved^  That  the  Association  suggests  to  the 
librarian  of  Confess,  that  in  the  weekly  list  of 
copyright  deposits  full  bibliographical  data  of 
books  and  pamphlets  (except  those  solely  com- 
mercial) be  given,  as  the  best  possible  basis  for  an 
adequate  national  bibliography. 

Resolved^  That,  in  case  of  the  amendment  of 
the  act,  the  Association  suggests  that  the  publica- 
tion of  the  weekly  list  be  transferred  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  librarian  of  Congress,  and  that  he 
be  authorized  to  receive  subscriptions  for,  or  to 
pr6vide  for,  the  distribution  of  the  list. 

Resolved^  That  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion heartily  congratulates  the  nation  on  the 
progress  made  toward  the  final  completion  of  a 
worthy  and  adequate  building  for  tne  national 
library,  and  its  members  espeaally  felicitate  their 
associate,  the  librarian  of  Congress,  on  the  fact 
that  in  Capt.  B.  R.  Green  (?),  of  the  Engineer 
Corps,  U.  S.  A.,  Superintendent  of  Construction, 
he  has  a  coadjutor  who,  as  architect  and  engineer, 
has  shown  both  the  desire  and  the  ability,  m  his 
modifications  of  the  previous  plans,  to  provide 
for  practical   library  requirements,  both  in  his 
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general  plans  and  in  his  novel  and  ingenious 
treatment  of  detail,  sach  as  shelving  and  transfer 
arrangements;  and 

Resolved^  That  we  trust  every  endeavor  will  be 
made  to  provide  as  early  as  possible  for  the 
partial  occupancy  of  the  new  building,  so  that  the 
books  now  clogging  the  work  of  the  present 
library  rooms,  and  the  records  and  other  material 
already  disintegrating  in  the  vaults  of  the  Capitol, 
may  be  saved  from  their  threatened  decay,  and 
the  treasures  of  the  library  made  availaole  to 
scholars  and  to  the  public. 

The  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Bowker  were 

adopted. 

Mr.  BowKRR  then  read  the 

SPECIAL  REPORT  ON   PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  Bowker. —  I  should  explain  that  this  report 
has  not  been  signed  by  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, because  we  have  not  been  able  to  get 
together.  It  is,  however,  the  result  of  long  con- 
sultation on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the 
committee,  and,  I  think,  represents  the  views  of 
all,  with  one  possible  exception,  which  I  will  point 
out. 

Your  special  Committee  on  Government  Publi- 
cations submit  that  a  satisfactory  svstem  of  gov- 
ernment issues  should  embrace  the  following 
conditions : 

Public  documents  should  be  printed  on  durable 
paper,  in  permanent  standard  size,  except  where 
there  is  specific  reason  for  variation,  and  in  suffi- 
cient minimum  number,  under  general  pro- 
vision of  law,  to  supply  the  Executive  and  Con- 
gressional libraries,  each  Senator  and  Representa- 
tive, each  issuing  department,  bureau  or  commit- 
tee, with  the  necessary  copies  for  record  and  office 
use ;  each  public  depository,  and  a  moderate  sur- 
plus for  general  use  or  public  sale.  Additional 
copies  to  be  printed  only  from  department  appro- 
priations or  by  specific  legislative  provision. 
Public  documents  should  not  be  understood  to 
include  office  blanks,  confidential  instructions,  or 
other  routine  papers  not  of  public  concern. 

Each  document,  in  addition  to  separate  publica- 
tion, should  have  its  proper  place  in  one  series,  and 
the  binding  up  of  one  document  in  several  shapes 
or  series  should  as  far  as  possible  be  avoided. 
Except  where  numerical  or  chronological  arrange- 
ment is  desirable,  as  in  the  case  of  bills  and  jour- 
nals, the  classification  and  binding  slA>uld  be  such 
that  the  issues  of  the  same  department  or  bureau 
should  be  together,  and  cognate  subjects  should  be 
bound  in  the  same  or  in  adjacent  volumes.  Each 
volume  in  a  series  should  have  lettering  showing 
its  individual  character.  These  conditions  might 
best  be  met  by  substituting  for  the  present  Senate 


and  ] louse  executive  and  miscellaneous  series  one 
comprehensive  series  to  be  known  as  United 
States  general  or  miscellaneous  documents,  to 
embrace  department  reports  and  all  other  docu- 
ments not  properly  belonging  in  the  several  series 
specifically  connected  with  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  or  not  special  sets  of  publications. 

Each  volume  or  set  should  have  at  its  end  an 
index  to  that  volume  or  set  only;  there  should  be 
a  separate  annual  index  to  all  government  publi- 
cations of  the  year,  whether  by  government  sub- 
scription to  individual  enterprises  or  by  public 
provision ;  and  there  should  be  ultimately  a  sys- 
tematic and  comprehensive  subject-index  to  all 
governmental  publications,  but  not  until  a  plan 
has  been  matured  after  full  consultation  with  the 
best  bibliographical  authorities  inside  and  outside 
the  government  service. 

Every  government  publication  should  be  sent, 
as  soon  as  issued  or  bound,  to  public  depositories 
of  the  first  class,  which  should  include  every  State 
library  and  the  leading  library  for  public  use  in 
great  centres  of  population.  A  select  list,  to 
embrace  the  Statutes,  President's  Message,  Cen- 
sus volumes.  Copyright  lists,  and  other  issues  of 
universal  interest,  and  such  other  issues  as  may 
be  of  special  local  interest,  should  be  sent 
promptly  to  public  depositories  of  the  second 
class,  which  should  include  such  other  libraries 
as  can  make  good  use  of  such  documents  —  such 
libraries  to  be  registered  on  application  of  the 
librarian  or  proper  officer,  stating  the  locality  and 
character  of  the  library,  its  present  or  prospective 
shelf-room,  its  facilities  for  reference  use,  the 
character  and  distribution  of  its  readers,  and  the 
lines  of  documents  serviceable  to  its  constituency, 
such  application  to  be  indorsed  by  the  proper 
Senator  or  Representative. 

All  documents  deposited  to  be  subject  to  trans- 
fer or  recall,  in  case  the  library  becomes  dead 
or  fails  to  provide  adequate  accommodation  and 
facilities  for  their  use. 

The  distribution  should  be  through  a  central 
mailing  office  and  bureau  of  distribution,  except 
where,  as  in  the  case  of  serial  issues  which  should 
be  sent  in  first  mail,  time  can  be  saved  by  mailing 
direct  from  the  office  of  publication,  such  bureau 
to  be  a  division  of  the  Government  Printing 
Office,  or  Library  of  Congress,  or  Department  of 
the  Interior.  This  bureau  should  receive  all 
orders  from  Congressmen,  the  departments,  etc., 
and  should  keep  check-lists  to  prevent  unintended 
duplication.  This  bureau  should  also  be  the  gen- 
end  depository  of  all  unissaed  documents. 
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Recognizing  that  such  results  must  be  accom- 
plished step  by  step,  yonr  committee  would  con- 
fine present  action  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereasy  The  present  lack  of  system  in  the 
printing,  binding,  indexing,  and  distribution  of 
government  publications  results  in  great  waste, 
probably  exceeding  ^500,000  yearly,  with  a  max- 
imum of  inconvenience  to  Congressmen  as  dis- 
tributors, and  a  minimum  of  convenience  to  their 
constituents;  in  supplying  to  libraries  publica- 
tions which  they  do  not  and  cannot  use,  and  deny- 
ing those  which  would  be  especially  valuable  to 
their  local  public;  and  in  an  entire  confusion  as  to 
arrangement,  indexing  and  binding  ; 

Resolved  That  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion, assembled  in  conference  at  San  Francisco, 
learns  with  gratification  of  the  special  investiga- 
tion into  the  printing  and  distribution  of  pub- 
lic documents,  undertaken  by  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Printing  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress ;  and 

Resolved^  That  this  Association  proffers  to  said 
Joint  Committee,  through  its  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Documents,  its  hearty  coopera- 
tion in  promoting  better  methods  of  issuing  and 
distributing  the  manv  valuable  issues  included 
among  government  publications. 

Resolved^  That  the  A.  L.  A.  hereby  extends  its 
hearty  thanks  to  the  Honorable,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  for  the  useful  work  accomplishecl  in 
his  department  in  utilizing  government  publications 
by  the  exchange  of  volumes  to  complete  sets,  and 
trusts  that  this  work  may  be  continued  and 
extended. 

Resolved^  That  the  A.  L.  A.  appreciates  heartily 
the  enterprise  shown  by  Mr.  J.  K.  Hickox  in  his 
valuable  Monthly  Catalogue  of  Government  Pub^ 
lications,  and  commends  the  work  to  libraries  for 
the  support  which  will  insure  its  completion  and 
continuation. 

Respectfully  submittted. 

R.  R.  BoWKER»  Chairman, 

The  President. —  This  report  was  evidently 
prepared  by  persons  entirely  conversant  with  the 
subject.    Is  there  any  difference  of  opinion  ? 

A  Member. —  The  quickest  results  could  be 
obtained,  first,  by  securing  the  prompt  delivery  of 
such  books  as  are  now  printed  and  by  abolishing 
the  index  which  now  precedes  each  volume,  so 
that  they  would  not  have  to  wait  until  all  the 
books  are  published,  in  order  to  make  out  the 
index.  We  could  save  from  three  to  nine  months. 
Each  volume  should  be  sent  out  in  paper;  they 
are  now  sent  out  in  the  cloth  edition.  The  Offi- 
cial Index  for  each  session  could  be  afterwards 
secured. 

The  President  suggested  referring  the  report 
to  the  standing  committee  for  consideration  by 
it.  Mr.  BowKER  recommended  that  it  be  dis- 
cussed in  the  convention. 

A  Member. —  The  State  libraries  receive  their 
public  documents  only  through  the  courtesy  of 


the  Senate  now ;  there  is  no  law  for  the  distribution 
of  the  public  documents  to  them. 

Dr.  LiNDERFELT. —  The  members  of  the  Amer- 
ican Library  Association  have,  to  my  certain 
knowledge,  for  ten  years  considered  the  subject  at 
every  meeting,  and  I  have  yet  to  find  a  single  per- 
son, either  publicly  or  in  private  conversation,  dis- 
agreeing in  the  slightest  particular  from  the 
report  put  before  us  by  Mr.  Bowker  and  his  com- 
mittee as  expressing  the  views  of  the  American 
Library  Association.  I  think  if  there  is  anything  we 
can  publicly  do  to  indorse  these  views,  we  should 
do  it.  I  think  we  have  delayed  long  enough  in 
this  matter  and  we  should  not  put  any  restriction 
on  the  Standing  Committee.  This  policy  should 
be  indorsed  to  the  fullest  extent  now,  in  the  pub- 
lic meeting.  There  is  one  little  word  in  the 
report,  however,  which  it  seems  to  me  might  be  mis- 
understood. Mr.  Bowker  said  "through  reference 
libraries."  That  is  a  word  that  has  caused  a  great 
deal  of  mischief  already  and  it  ought  to  be  elim- 
inated. Some  of  these  libraries  have  been 
hampered  to  an  astonishing  degree  in  getting  the 
government  publications,  on  that  technical  ground. 
I  know  that  the  Buffalo  library  with  some 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  volumes,  one  of  the 
most  important  in  the  country,  has  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  getting  the  reports  that  are  given 
out  to  the  public  libraries,  500  volumes  at  a  time. 

Mr.  Bowker. —  '*  Through  reference  libraries 
in  centres  of  population."  The  members  of  the 
committee  present  would  modify  that  by  having 
it  read,  "and  the  leading  reference  libraries  for 
public  use  in  great  centres  of  population." 

The  President. — That  may  be  allowed  by 
unanimous  consent.    It  is  allowed. 

Mr.  Bowker. —  Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  if  you 
yourself  disagree  with  the  report  ? 

The  President. —  I  am  very  glad  to  have  that 
go  out  as  the  expression  of  the  opinion  of  this 
Association.  All  I  want  is  that  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, when  it  begins  to  arrange  matters  with  the 
members  of  Congress  and  with  the  Committee  of 
Congress,  may  be  left  free  to  agree  to  whatever  in 
its  own  judgment  is  thought  best  at  the  time  when 
action  is  called  for. 

The  report  presented  by  Mr.  Bowker  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

The  resolutions  proposed  by  the  Special  Com- 
mittee were  adopted. 

Mr.  Bowker. —  I  now  ask  the  discharge  of  the 
Special  Committee. 

The  Special  Committee  was  discharged. 

Mr.  Walus. —  The   Standing   Committee  on 
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Public  Documents  relates  to  documents  of  the 
United  States.  Could  there  not  be  a  resolution 
passed  here,  giving  the  Standing  Committee 
authority  also  to  make  recommendations,  such  as 
they  desire,  upon  State  documents  ?  There  is  no 
provision  for  the  transmission  of  public  docu- 
ments between  one  State  and  another,  and  the 
result  is  that  many  of  the  States  cannot  afford  to 
send  their  voluminoas  publications  to  the  several 
States  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wallis  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee was  instructed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  whole  question  of  the  exchange  of  books 
between  States,  the  question  of  the  exchange  of 
State  publications,  as  well  as  that  of  government 
publications. 

EXECUTIVE  eOMMITTBE. 

The  tellers  reported  the  informal  vote  for 
Executive  Committee  as  follows :  — 

Scattiting, 
F.  P.  Hill,  27.  C.  C.  Soule. 

W.  I.  Fletcher,  25.  F.  H.  Hild. 

J.  C.  Rowell,  25.  J.  V.  Cheney. 

C.  A.  Cutter,  23.  Miss  Hewins. 

S.  S.  Green,  21.  £.  J.  Nolan. 

K.  A.  Linderfelt,  19.  A.  S.  Root. 

C.  R.  Dudley,  18.  J.  C.  Dana. 

H.  M.  Utley,  13.  D.  V.  R.  Johnston. 

It  was  moved  that  the  informal  vote  be  declared 
formal,  and  that  the  five  persons  receiving  the 
highest  number  of  votes  be  declared  elected 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  Rowell. —  In  the  interest  of  the  Associa- 
tion I  wish  to  decline  the  nomination,  which 
would  necessarily  be  enforced  upon  me  by  that 
action,  for  this  reason:  We  out  here  on  the 
Western  slope  are  very  distant  from  you  of  the 
East.  Our  means  of  communication  are  slow, 
and  it  is  necessary  that  the  gentlemen  or  ladies 
serving  on  this  committee  should  be  in  quick 
communication,  and  sometimes  that  they  have 
personal  interviews.  I  think,  therefore,  it  is 
eminently  proper  that  I  should  decline  to  serve. 

The  President. —  I  would  state,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  convention,  that  the  arrangements 
for  thb  convention  have  been  made  entirely  by 
mail.  If  the  committee  takes  hold  of  matters  at 
once  I  think  there  would  be  no  difficulty,  even  if 
one  member  of  the  committee  is  in  California.  I 
I  hope  Mr.  Rowell  will  not  decline. 

Mr.  Dudley. —  I  think  every  member  of  the 
Association  would  be  glad  to  have  Mr.  Rowell 
serve  on  this  committee,  but  I  do  not  think  we 


should  try  to  compel  him  to  do  so.  Therefore,  if 
he  asks  to  be  released  from  the  burden,  I  ask 
that  his  resignation  be  accepted  simply  on  that 
ground.    Carried. 

The  motion  to  make  the  informal  ballot  formal 
was  withdrawn  after  some  discussion. 

The  Secretary  presently  announced  the  result  of 
the  formal  ballot,  as  follows : 

F.  P.  Hill,  30.  K.  A.  Lmderfelt,  28. 

C.  A.  Cutter,  26.  C.  R.  Dudley,  24. 

W.  I.  Fletcher,  24. 

THANKS. 

Mr.  Whepley  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  F.  H.  Hild,  librarian  of 
the  Chicago  Public  Library,  be  requested  to  return 
to  the  trustees  of  the  Newberry  Library,  the 
Crerar  Library  and  the  Public  Library  of  Chicago, 
the  thanks  of  the  Association  for  their  invitation 
to  meet  in  that  city  in  1893,  ^"^  report  that  the 
Association  has  unanimously  voted  to  accept  the 
invitation.     Carried  unanimously. 

The  President. —  I  will  now  call  on  Mr. 
Cheney  to  give  his  five-minute  talk. 

THE  NEW  cataloging. 

Mr.  Cheney. —  Matthew  Arnold  has  said  that 
we  cannot  do  without  religion  ;  I  have  long  been 
of  the  impression  that  we  cannot  do  without  cata- 
logs, and  I  am  firmly  convinced  of  it.  Cata- 
logs, with  all  due  deference  to  the  gentlemen 
who  have  reported  here  in  favor  of  "  Access  to 
the  shelves,"  properly  made,  give  the  borrower  an 
opportunity  to  get  at  the  contents  of  the  library, 
without  the  aid  of  access  to  the  library  himself. 
Such  is  the  experience  in  the  library  with  which 
I  am  connected,  and  it  must  be  so  with  any  large 
library.  I  have  been  continually  working  to  see 
what  we  can  do  to  produce  a  better  catalog,  so 
that  we  shall  not  be  doing  each  other's  work  over 
again,  but  when  the  work  was  once  done  it  could  be 
utilized.  Fortunately  I  have  associated  with  me 
a  gentleman  who  goes  beyond  theory  into  the 
more  solid  realm  of  practice,  and  this  has  given  us 
a  new  method  of  cataloging  which  is  the  result  of 
large  experience  of  a  practical  man,  a  man  versed 
in  practical  mechanics  and  in  library  matters. 
Now,  what  I  am  about  to  read  you  is  somewhat 
revolutionary.  I  have  taken  the  precaution,  being 
a  young  member  of  the  Association,  to  procure  the 
opinion  of  one  of  your  oldest  members  and  one 
of  your  most  skilled  and  thoroughly  versed  libra- 
rians, Mr.  Fletcher,  to  say  whether  or  not  I  am 
justified  in  these  rather  startling  remarks  which  I 
have  to  make  upon  this  subject.    Without  farther 
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ado,  I  say  simply  to  the  good  librarians  and  to 
the  young  librarians  who  are  about  making  a 
catalog  —  I  suggest  to  them  most  emphatically 
that  they  wait  for  a  few  months  until  the  things 
which  I  here  speak  of  can  be  laid  before  you.  I 
am  daily  in  receipt  of  communications  from  per- 
sons who  want  information  as  to  how  they  can 
get  along  with  this  catalog;  it  has  been  on  our 
minds  day  and  night,  and  we  think  we  have  con- 
tributed something  here  toward  the  solution  of 
the  great  catalog  question.    (Applause.) 

To  the  Members  of  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion in  Convention, 

It  seems  not  quite  right  to  allow  the  librarians 
to  return  to  their  several  places  of  toil  without 
mention  of  a  matter  that  may  considerably  affect 
their  plans  for  future  catalog  work.  Though  it 
it  is  impossible  to  give  details  for  perhaps  six 
months  to  come,  a  general  statement  will  suffice 
by  way  of  notice.  Mr.  A.  J.  Rudolph,  first  assist- 
ant librarian  of  this  library,  will  bring  out  at  an 
early  date  a  new  method  of  cataloging,  the 
adoption  of  which  bids  fair  to  amount  to  some- 
thing like  a  revolution;  this  for  the  following 
reasons : — 

1.  It  does  away  with  that  very  cumbrous  thing, 
the  card  catalog. 

2.  It  renders  unnecesary  the  printing  of  cata- 
logs and  bulletins  in  volume  form. 

3.  The  pen  is  pretty  much  dispensed  with,  the 
most  of  the  work  not  only  being  printed  as  it 
proceeds,  but  the  subject-headings  and  the  sub- 
divisions being  distinguished  by  colored  inks. 

4.  It  solves  the  long-standing  problem  of  a 
universal  catalog. 

5.  The  method  insures  not  only  economy,  but 
accuracy  and  fullness  hitherto  impossible. 

6.  It  insures  speed,  one  assistant  being  able  to 
do  the  work  of  five  using  the  old  methods.  Books 
arriving  in  the  morning  can  be  fully  cataloged 
the  same  day,  and  the  catalog  put  before  the 
public. 

I  have  said  that  the  new  method  will  accom- 
plish these  rather  astonishing  things.  I  believe 
it  will,  and,  acting  on  the  belief,  I  have  suggested 
to  our  own  Board  of  Trustees  the  advisability  of 
delay  in  further  printing  until  the  time  is  ripe  for 
a  thorough  examination  of  it. 

Fraternally  yours, 

J.  V.  Cheney. 

Mr.  Fletcher. — You  will  at  once  see  that  I 
am  put  in  an  embarrassing  position  by  being 
called  upon  to  say  whether  the  claims  made  in 


this  document  are  justified.  I  am  not  prepared 
to  accept  that  position.  Like  the  man  who  was 
to  stand  in  front  of  the  cannon  and  catch  the  ball, 
I  feel  like  saying,  "  Touch  it  off  easy."  All  I  am 
prepared  to  say  now  is  that  it  has  commended 
itself  to  me  as  worthy  of  the  claims  of  those 
interested  in  it.  How  far  those  claims  will  be 
substantiated  remains  to  be  seen.  But  I  should 
probably  claim  as  much  for  it  if  it  was  of  my  own 
contrivance. 

On  motion  the  paper  prepared  by  Mr.  Stetson 
on 

ECONOMICAL,  EDUCATIONAL,  AND  SELECTED 

CATALOGUES 

was  read  by  title. 

{Seep.  26.) 

On  motion  the  paper  prepared  by  Dr.  Steiner, 

SHOULD  UNIFORMITY  MARK  THE  ARRANGEMENT 

AND  ADMINISTRATION  OF  OUR  PUBLIC 

LIBRARIES? 

was  also  read  by  title. 

(Seep,  57.) 

ADJOURNMENT. 

A  motion  by  Mr.  Root  was  carried  that  when 
the  Association  adjourn  today  it  should  not  be 
the  final  adjournment,  but  that  the  final  adjourn- 
ment should  take  place  at  a  meeting  after  the 
excursion  train  should  reach  Chicago. 

JAPANESE  LIBRARIES. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  J.  £.  Tanaka  to  President 
Green  was  then  read  by  Mr.  Johnston :  — 

Teikoku  Daigaku  (Imperial  University), 

Tokyo,  Japan,  Sept.  23, 1891. 

Dear  Sir; — To  the  Conference  of  the  Amer- 
ican Library  Association,  which  is  going  to  be 
held  at  San  Francisco,  I  beg  to  send  greetings, 
with  my  sincere  wishes  for  its  every  success, 
while  I  regret  very  much  at  my  inability  to  have 
the  honor  and  pleasure  of  meeting  all  the  veteran 
librarians  of  the  United  States,  from  whom  I 
cannot  fail  to  derive  much  benefit  by  coming 
among  them. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  giving  to  the  Confer- 
ence a  short  account  of  the  Tokyo  Library,  of 
which  I  am  the  librarian,  and  also  something 
about  other  libraries  of  Japan.  As  to  the  details 
of  the  management  of  the  former,  however,  I  bet- 
ter wait  for  another  opportunity  to  describe ;  for 
it  is  in  the  period  of  transition  from  the  old  method 
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to  the  new.  By  the  new  method  I  mean  the 
American  method  more  or  less  modified  accord, 
ing  to  circumstances,  especially  in  the  case  of  the 
treatment  of  Japanese  and  Chinese  books.  I  am, 
therefore,  only  to  introduce  the  Tokyo  Library  to 
the  notice  of  the  American  Library  Association, 
incidentally  touching  all  other  libraries  in  Japan. 

TOKYO   LIBRARY. 

The  Tokyo  Library  is  national  in  its  character, 
as  the  Congressional  Library  of  the  United  States, 
the  British  Museum  of  Great  Britain,  etc.  It  is 
maintained  by  the  State,  and  by  the  copyright 
Act  it  is  to  receive  a  copy  of  every  book,  pam- 
phlet, etc.,  published  in  the  empire. 

The  Tokyo  Library  was  established  in  1872  by 
the  Department  of  Education  with  about  70,000 
volumes.  In  1873  ^^  ^^  amalgamated  with  the 
library  belonging  to  the  Exhibition  Bureau  -and 
two  years  later  it  was  placed  under  the  control  of 
the  Home  Department,  while  a  new  library  with 
the  title  of  Tokyo  Library  was  started  by  the 
Education  Department  at  the  same  time  with 
about  28,000  volumes  newly  collected.  Thus  the 
Tokyo  Library  began  its  career  on  a  quite  slender 
basis ;  but  in  1876,  the  books  increased  to  68,953, 
and  in  1877  to  71,853. 

Since  that  time,  both  the  numbers  of  books  and 
visitors  have  steadily  increased,  so  much  so  that 
in  1884  the  former  reached  102,350  and  latter 
1 1 5*986,  averaging  359  persons  per  one  day.  The 
library  was  then  open  free  to  all  classes ;  but  the 
presence  of  too  many  readers  of  the  commonest 
text-books  and  light  literature  was  found  to  have 
caused  much  hindrance  to  the  serious  students, 
on  whom  the  greatest  favor  ought  to  be  con- 
ferred, while  any  discrimination  between  the  two 
was  entirely  impossible.  This  disadvantage  was 
somewhat  remedied  by  introducing  the  fee  system, 
which,  of  course,  placed  much  restriction  to  the 
vbitors  of  the  library.  This  seems  to  be  in  con- 
tradiction of  the  generally  recognized  principle  of 
public  libraries,  but  it  was  sheer  necessity  of  the 
time,  when  there  were  not  many  available  resorts 
for  serious  students,  for  whom  this  library  was 
chiefly  intended.  With  this  object  in  view,  a 
large  number  of  books,  mostly  consisting  of  works 
of  light  literature,  was  withdrawn  from  the  reading 
room.  These  measures  naturally  caused  a  great 
decrease  in  the  number  of  readers,  but  an  improve- 
ment in  the  quality  was  distinctly  observable. 

Up  to  that  time  the  library  was  in  the  old  Uni- 
versity Hall,  which,  though  quite  spacious,  was 
very  inconvenient  for  the  use  of  library.    A  new 


building  was,  therefore,  erected  in  the  Uyeno 
Park,  to  which  the  library  was  removed  in  1886. 
The  place  is  away  from  the  bustle  of  the  city 
with  fresh  air  and  evergreens  round  and  about. 
l*he  reading  room  accommodates  about  200  read- 
ers and  is  divided  into  three  compartments  viz. : 
"  special,"  "  ladies,"  and  "  ordinary." 

We  have  two  sets  of  catalogues,  viz. :  "  card 
catalogue  "  and  printed  catalogue,  both  classified. 
It  is  now  proposed  to  improve  them  upon  the 
principle  of  dictionary  catalogue. 

It  is  very  clear  from  the  character  of  the  library 
that  it  is  a  reference  library  and  not  a  circulating 
library.  But  as  there  are  not  any  other  large  and 
well-equipped  libraries  in  Tokyo,  a  sjrstem  of 
"lending  out"  is  added,  something  like  that  of 
Konigliche  Bibliothek  zu  Berlin,  with  a  subscrip- 
tion of  5  yen  (about  ^5)  per  annum.  The  sub- 
scriber has  the  privilege  of  taking  books  out  of 
the  library  for  a  term  of  ten  days,  subject  to  a 
renewal  should  the  subscriber  so  desire. 

The  Tokyo  Library  now  contains  97,550  Japan- 
ese and  Chinese  books  and  25,559  European 
books,  besides  about  100,000  of  duplicates,  popu- 
lar books,  etc.,  which  are  not  used. 

The  average  number  of  books  used  is  337,262  a 
year.  By  applying,  therefore,  *Jevons's  principle 
of  the  multiplication  of  utility^  the  average  turn- 
over of  each  book  is  about  2.5  -)-,  and  by  dividing 
the  total  expenditure  by  the  total  issue  of  books, 
the  average  cost  of  each  issue  is  2.3-sen  (about 
two  cents).  Again  by  comparing  the  number  of 
books  used  and  the  classes  of  books  read  during 
the  last  year,  we  see  that  t2i.5  per  cent  is  in  his- 
tory, geography,  etc.;  21  per  cent  in  literature  and 
language;  17.2  per  cent  in  science,  mathematics 
and  medicine ;  and  13.4  per  cent  in  law  and  poli- 
tics. In  other  subjects  the  percentage  is  less  than 
10.  This  comparison  gives  some  idea  of  the  incli- 
nation of  the  reading  public 

THE  LIBRARY  OF  THE  IMPERIAL  UNIVERSITY. 

The  Library  of  the  Imperial  University,  which 
is  also  under  my  charge,  comprises  all  the  books 
belonging  to  the  Imperial  University  of  Japan. 
These  books  are  solely  for  the  use  of  the  in- 
structors, students,  and  pupils,  no  admittance  be- 
ing granted  to  the  general  public.  The  library 
contains  77,991  European  books  and  101,217  Jap- 
anese and  Chinese  books. 

*The  Rationale  of  free  public  libraries,  in  hu  Method  of 
social  reform,  pp.  29-30 

t  Extract  of  Tokyo  Library  Report,  1890,  p.  %m 
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OTHER  SMALLER  LIBRARIES  OF  JAPAN. 

As  to  Other  smaller  libraries  of  Japan,  there  are 
eight  public  and  ten  private  libraries  in  different 
parts  of  the  empire.  The  books  contained  in 
them  are  66,912  Japanese  and  Chinese  books  and 
4,731  European  books  with  43,91  r  visitors  I 

Besides  these,  in  most  of  towns  of  respectable 
size,  there  are  generally  two  or  three  small  private 
circulating  libraries,  which  contain  books  chiefly 
consisting  of  light  literature  and  historical  works 
popularly  treated. 

The  proprietors  of  these  libraries  or  their  as- 
sistants go  about  from  patron  to  patron  every  day, 
leaving  with  him  the  books  he  requires.  These 
books  are  loaned  for  a  small  sum,  which  varies 
according  to  the  quality  of  books  and  also  the 
length  of  time  during  which  the  books  are  to  be 
kept.  There  are  about  60  libraries  of  this  de- 
scription in  the  city  of  Tokyo  alone. 

I.  Tanaka. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  ScuDDER. —  The  Committee  on  Resolutions 
recommends  to  the  Association  to  spread  the  fol- 
lowing minute  upon  its  records,  and  to  transmit 
the  same,  duly  certified,  to  each  of  the  parties 
named  therein :  — 

The  American  Library  Association  cannot  close 
this  the  last  session  of  its  thirteenth  general  meet- 
ing without  expressing  its  warmest  thanks  for  the 
unbounded  hospitality  with  which  it  has  1>een 
received  in  California  from  the  moment  it  touched 
the  borders  of  the  State  until  the  time  of  its  de- 
parture. Much,  very  much,  was  expected  of  a 
State  the  prodigality  of  whose  natural  resources 
was  reputed  to  be  reflected  in  the  hearts  of  its 
citizens,  but  the  overflow  of  good  feeling  and  gen- 
erous action  must  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  Cali- 
fornia's full  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  Asso- 
ciation as  an  important  agent  in  the  education  and 
culture  of  the  people  and  in  the  elevation  of  the 
standard  of  citizenship  in  our  common  country. 
Where  all  have  acted  with  such  liberality  and 
done  so  much  to  render  the  visit  of  the  Associa- 
tion to  California  a  success  and  pleasure  in  every 
possible  sense,  time  fails  to  specify  oar  indebted- 
ness ;  but  the  members  present  can  never  forget 
the  untiring  devotion  of  the  local  Executive.  Com- 
mittee of  San  Francisco,  upon  whom  by  far  the 
heaviest  burden  of  responsibility  has  fallen  and 
who  have  responded  thereto  with  such  cordial 
good  will  and  fellowship  as  to  win  all  oar  hearts ; 
nor  the  fervor  of  the  citixens  of  Sacramento,  our 


first  and  brief  hosts,  whose  generosity  outran  their 
boundaries,  but  did  not  stay  without  the  gates ; 
nor  the  local  committee  of  Oakland,  who  made  us 
mark  with  a  red  letter  the  day  we  spent  across 
the  bay.  No  less  can  we  allow  ourselves  to  for- 
get the  welcome  as  received  at  Sutro  Heights, 
where  body  and  mind  were  refreshed  under  the 
personal  guidance  of  our  generous  host,  Adolphe 
Sutro,  Esq. ;  and  at  Palo  Alto,  where  the  Oxford 
of  the  Pacific  slope,  bom  in  a  day,  delighted  us 
only  less  than  the  courteous,  graceful,  and  bounti- 
ful reception  of  Senator  and  Mrs.  Stanford.  To 
all  these  we  offer  most  heartfelt  thanks  and 
express  our  fervent  wishes  for  the  unchecked 
growth  of  California  in  those  intellectual  and 
moral  directions  in  which  she  is  now  advancing 
with  such  rapid  strides. 

The  Association  cannot  forget,  also,  its  indebt- 
edness to  the  Committees  of  the  Mercantile  and 
Public  Libraries  of  Denver,  the  University  Club  of 
the  same  city,  and  the  President  and  Faculty  of 
Colorado  College,  Colorado  Springs,  who  made 
the  short  stay  of  the  Eastern  party  in  the  Centen- 
nial State  a  delightful  remembrance. 

Resolved^  That  the  Association  offers  its 
grateful  thanks  to  the  officials  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Railroad  accompanying  our  party  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, for  the  liberality  and  convenience  of  all 
their  arrangements  for  our  comfort,  which  have 
been  fully  appreciated  by  all  the  travellers. 

This  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  Fletcher  then  read  for  information  the 
report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  naming  the 
following  list  of 

OFFICERS  FOR  THE  ENSUING    YEAR. 

President 
K.  A.  Linderfelt,  Milwaukee. 

Vice  Presidents, 

W:  I.  Fletcher,  Amherst  College  Library. 

L.  H.  Steiner,  Enoch  Pratt  Library,  Baltimore, 
Md. 

C:  C.  Soule,  Brookline,  Mass. 

[Mr.  Soule  resigned,  and  Mr.  Utley  was  elected 
in  his  place.] 

J.  C.  Rowell,  University  of  California. 

C.  M.  Hewins,  Hartford  Library,  Conn. 

[Fred*k  H.  Hfld  also  was  afterwards  chosen.] 

Secretary, 

Frank  P.  HiU,  Free  Public  Library,  Newark, 
N.J. 
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Assistant  Secretaries, 


GBNBRAL. 


W:  £:  Parker,  Treas.  Library  Bureau. 
M..    Salome    Cutler,    Vice   Director    Library 
School. 

TKAVBL. 

H.  £.  Davidson,  Secretary  Library  Bureau. 
Fred'k  H.  Hild,  Chicago  Public  Library. 

KBCORDING. 

Prof.  G:  T.  Little,  Bowdoin  College  Library. 

Treasurer, 
H:  J.  Carr,  Albright  Library,  Scranton,  Pa. 

Finance  Committee, 

W:  C.  Lane,  Harvard  College. 
J.  M.  Glenn,  Treasurer  New  Mercantile  Library, 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Codperation  Committee, 

Gardner  M.  Jones,  Public  Library,  Salem, 
Mass. 

Harriet  £.  Green,  Cataloger,  Boston  Athe- 
naeum. 

M..  A.  Bean,  Brookline,  Mass. 

Library  School  Committee, 

M..  W.  Plummer,  Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. 

Dr.  G.  C.  Wire,  Medical  Librarian,  Newberry 
Library. 

W.  K.  Stetson,  Public  Library,  New  Haven. 

Public  Document  Committees, 

R.  R.  Bowker,  Vice-President  Brooklyn  Library. 
E.  C.  Hovey,  Trustee  Brookline  Library. 
T.  H.  Wallis,  Ex-State  Librarian  of  California. 
J.  P.  Dunn,  jr..  State  Librarian,  Indiana. 

Standing  Committee, 

The  President,  ex-officio. 
The  Secretary,  ex-pfficio, 
F:  M.  Crunden,  Public  Library,  St  Louis. 

Endowment  Committee, 

J:  M.  Glenn. 
E.  C.  Hovey. 
R.  R.  Bowker. 

Trustees  of  Endowment  Fund, 

Norman  Willisims. 
E.  C.  Hovey. 
J:  M.  Glenn. 

Councillors, 

Justin  Winsor,   W:  F.   Poole,  C.   A.  Cutter, 


F:  M.  Crunden,  Melvil  Dewey,  S:  S.  Green, 
Ex-Presidents,  and  W:  H.  Brett,  C.  R.  Dudley, 
C.  A.  Nelson,  H.  M.  Utley,  A:  W.  Whelpley,  J: 
Edmands,  J:  V.  Cheney,  Miss  H..  P.  James, 
Miss  M..  £.  Sargent,  J:  C.  Dana,  Tessa  A.  Kelso, 
Alfred  E.  Whitaker,  Horace  Wilson,  W.  C. 
Fitch,  D.  V.  R.  Johnston. 

It  was  moved  that  the  Committee  on  Public 
Documents  have  power  to  add  to  its  number  and 
elect  its  own  chairman,  but  the  President  advised 
the  convention  that  according  to  the  constitution, 
while  the  Executive  Committee  could  add  to  the 
number  of  any  one  of  its  committees,  the  Associa- 
tion had  no  authority  to  do  so. 

Adjourned. 

SANTA  BARBARA  SESSION, 

(FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  21.) 

At  a  meeting  held  in  the  parlors  of  the  Arling- 
ton Hotel,  Santa  Barbara,  President  Grrkn  in  the 
chair. 

The  President  stated  that  the  object  was  to 
express  the  thanks  of  the  Association  for  the 
courtesies  which  had  been  extended  to  it. 

Mr.  Scuddbr  from  the  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions offered  the  following :  — 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  'American 
Library  Association  here  present  return  thanks 
to  the  Librarian  and  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  of  Santa  Barbara  for  the  generous  hospi- 
tality which  enabled  them  to  see  thoroughly  and 
pleasantly  a  place  of  whose  attractions  they  have 
often  heard,  and  in  taking  leave  extend  their 
heartiest  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  both  the 
library  and  the  city. 

This   being   duly  seconded   was  *  unanimously 

carried. 

Adjourned. 

TRAIN  SESSION, 

(FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  JO.) 

Pres.  Green  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Nolan,  in  order  to  bring  the  matter  before 
the  meeting,  moved  to  re-consider  the  resolution 
passed  at  San  Francisco  to  meet  in  Washington. 

Mr.  Whelpley  objected  on  the  ground  that 
the  regular  meeting  in  San  Francisco  should  not 
be  superseded  by  a  smaller  meeting  at  which 
only  a  few  members  were  present. 

Mr.  Cutter  stated  that  it  was  not  well  to  give 
up  Washington  or  Baltimore,  but  it  would  be  a 
good  plan  to  have  some  quiet  place  where  the 
A.  L.  A.  could  conduct  its  business  without  dis- 
traction which  is  not  possible  in  a  large  city. 
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Mr.  Dudley  also  objected  to  large  cities  and 
stated  that  the  experience  of  the  A.  L.  A.  in  cities 
had  not  been  such  as  to  create  any  desire  to  try  it 
again.  Meetings  held  away  from  the  seductive 
influences  of  the  town  were  to  be  preferred. 

Mr.  SouLE  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  next 
year  it  would  be  weH  to  devote  our  time  to  making 
preparations  for  the  World's  Fair,  and  conse- 
quently close  attention  to  regular  business  was  to 
be  desired. 

Mr.  BowKER  thought  that  it  was  unwise  to  ignore 
the  action  taken  at  San  Francisco,  but  as  it  was 
well  to  modify  its  action  he  offered  the  following 
resolution:  — 

Resolved^  that  the  Standing  Committee  be 
authorized,  in  arranging  for  the  Washington-Bal- 
timore Conference,  to  provide  that  the  first  ses- 
sions of  the  conference  shall  be  held  at  some 
quieter  resort  (preferably  Annapolis,  if  satisfactory 
hotel  accommodations  can  be  had,  otherwise  in 
New  York  and  Washington,  and  at  some  point 
as  near  Washington  as  practicable) ;  also  that  the 
committee  be  requested  to  arrange  for  an  optional 
post-conference  trip  to  include  Old  Point  Com- 
fort, Richmond,  White  Sulphur  Springs,  Luray, 
the  Natural  Bridge,  and  Gettysburg  or  other  con- 
venient points. 

Dr.  Nolan  withdrew  his  motion  to  reconsider 
in  order  to  give  Mr.  Bowker*s  resolution  a  chance 
for  consideration. 

Mr.  SouLE  moved  to  strike  dut  "Preferably 
Annapolis,  provided  satisfactory  hotel  accommoda- 
tions can  be  had,*'  on  the  ground  that  in  his  opin- 
ion Annapolis  could  not  offer  accommodations  at 
all  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  A.  L.  A. 

Mr.  LowDERMiLK  did  not  think  that  Annapo- 
lis was  so  bad,  but  in  his  opinion  Old  Point  or 
Luray  were  much  better;  he  confessed  that  he 
had  never  been  at  Annapolis. 

Dr.  Poole  objected  to  Washington  because  it 
was  too  hot  and  because  in  the  South  there  were 
few  libraries  belonging  to  the  A.  L.  A.,  and 
because  we  could  hope  for  but  little  support  there. 

Col.  LovvDERMiLK  Urged  the  advisability  of 
meeting  in  the  South  in  order  to  give  aid  to  the 
librarians  in  that  section  who  were  striving  to  do 
their  best  under  adverse  circumstances,  and  who 
deserved  great  credit  for  very  excellent  work. 

Mr.  Hill  objected  to  Washington  and  thought 
that  the  Association  had  the  power  to  change  the 
action  of  the  San  Francisco  meeting  whenever  it 
wished.  He  favored  Col.  Lowdermilk's  sugges- 
tion to  go  to  Old  Point  or  Luray.  He  also 
thanked  the  A.  L.  A.  in  touching  words  for  the 


resolutions  of  sympathy  for  him.  They  had  been 
of  great  comfort  to  him  when  sick  and  far  from 
home,  and  as  he  had  thought  far  from  friends. 

Miss  Sherman  stated  that  there  were  in  the 
South  many  devoted  librarians  who  could  not 
give  the  time  and  money  to  attend  the  sessions  in 
the  North,  who  ought  to  be  aided  by  a  session  in 
the  South  which  they  would  gladly  attend. 

Dr.  Nolan  did  not  like  to  override  the  action 
taken  in  San  Francisco,  but  thought  that  a  session 
near  Washington  would  answer  all  the  conditions 
demanded.  He  was  in  favor  of  Luray  as  he 
knew  the  place  to  be  good  from  his  own  personal 
experience. 

Mr.  Cutter  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
next  year  should  be  devoted  to  business  only,  in 
order  that  the  Association  might  get  itself  into 
condition  to  make  a  creditable  exhibition  in  Chi- 
cago in  1S93.  He  thought  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee should  have  the  largest  powers  to  chose 
time  and  place  of  meeting.  In  his  opinion  the 
session  should  be  in  the  North,  so  as  to  get  the 
largest  possible  delegation  to  attend. 

Dr.  Poole  moved  to  lay  both  Mr.  Bowker's 
resolution  and  Mr.  Soule's  amendment  on  the 
table.    Lost. 

Mr.  Jenks  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  Between  New  York  and  Washington." 

Mr.  Dudley  raised  a  point  of  order  that  the 
convention  had  adjourned  to  meet  in  Chicago. 
The  chair  held  the  point  not  well  taken. 

Messrs.  Soule  and  Jenks  withdrew  their 
amendments. 

Mr.  Dudley  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  words  '*  As  near  Washington  as  practicable.** 
"  Lost,  yea  12,  nay  13." 

Miss  Ahearn  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  Between  New  York  and  Washington.*'  Car- 
ried. 

Mr.  Bowker's  resolution  as  amended  was  then 
adopted,  reading  as  follows :  — 

Resolved^  That  the  Standing  Committee  be 
authorized  in  arranging  for  the  Washington  and 
Baltimore  conference  to  provide  that  the  first  ses- 
sions of  the  conference  shall  be  held  at  some 
quiet  resort,  preferably  Annapolis,  if  satisfactory 
hotel  accommodations  can  be  had,  otherwise  as 
near  Washington  as  practicable;  and  that  the 
committee  be  requested  to  arrange  for  an 
optional  pos^-conference  trip  to  include  Old 
Point,  Richmond,  White  Sulphur  Springs,  Luray, 
the  Natural  Bridge,  and  Gettysburg,  or  other 
points. 

On  being  asked,  the  chair  ruled  that  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  has  full  power  to  fix  the  time  of 
meeting  at  any  date  in  the  months  of  May  and  June. 
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Dr.  Poole  moved  that  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee have  power  to  name  any  time. 

Mr.  HiLD  thought  this  unwise,  as  it  was  impor- 
tant to  have  an  early  session  to  provide  for  the 
World's  Fair. 

Dr.  Poole's  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  SouLE  declined  to  accept  his  election  as 
Vice-President. 

The  chair  ruled  that  Mr.  Soule  must  offer  his 
resignation  to  the  Executive  Committee,  as  the 
Association  had  no  voice  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  BowKER  appealed  from  this  decision,  but 
in  answer  to  a  question  from  the  President  said 
that  he  did  not  wish  to  make  the  appeal  at  this 
meeting. 

Mr.  HiLD  moved  that  when  the  Committee  on 
Revision  of  the  Constitution  make  its  report  a 
printed  copy  be  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Asso- 
ciation at  least  three  months  before  the  confer- 
ence.   Carried. 

Mr.  Dana  offered  the  following  resolution:  — 

Resolved^  That  the  Standing  Committee  be 
reouested  to  consider  the  advisability  of  printing 
at  least  two-thirds  of  the  papers  to  be  presented 
at  the  next  conference  of  the  Association,  and 
distributing  the  same  among  such  members  as 
are  to  attend  said  conference  two  weeks  before 
the  date  of  the  same. 

Mr.  BowKER  moved  as  an  amendment  that  the 
Standing  Committee  see  that  at  the  next  confer- 
ence the  bulk  of  the  time  be  given  to  discussion 
and  not  to  papers. 

Mr.  Cutter  opposed  the  amendment  as  being 
no  more  than  a  recommendation  that  had  been 
tried  and  had  failed  at  every  conference.  He 
urged  that  Mr.  Dana's  experiment  be  tried  once  at 
least. 

Mr.  Bowker's  amendment  was  lost,  and  Mr. 
Dana's  motion  was  carried. 

Adjourned. 

TRAIN  SESSION. 

(SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  31.) 

President    Green  in    the  chair,  Mr.  Scudder 

from  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  offered  the 

following    resolutions,  which  were   unanimously 

adopted :  — 

Resolved^  That  the  members  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
attending  the  San  Francisco  conference  who  have 
taken  part  in  the  journey  across  the  continent  and 
through  Southern  California,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  express  their 
cordial  thanks  to  that  company  and  especially  to 
Assistant  General  Passenger  Agent  George  W. 
Boyd,  for  the  very  satisfactory  manner  in  which 
the  journey  has  been  planned  and  conducted,  and 
the  special  train  equipped  and  manned,  affording 


the  very  perfection  of  travel  and  avoiding  com- 
pletely the  discomforts  and  inconveniences  usually 
mcident  to  long  journeys;  and  they  especially 
appreciate  the  good  faith  of  the  company  in  that 
although  the  number  of  passengers  fell  short  of 
original  expectations,  it  has  fulfilled  to  the  utmost 
the  liberal  sirrangements  of  the  original  pro- 
gramme. 

Rtsolvedy  That  in  tendering  their  especial  thanks, 
individually  and  collectively,  to  Tourist  Agent 
J.  P.  McWilliams  and  to  Mrs.  H.  F.  Bender, 
chaperon,  representing  the  management  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad,  they  recognize  to  how 
large  an  extent  the  proper  arrangement  of  detail 
has  been  due  to  tneir  efficiency  and  constant 
courtesy. 

Resolved^  That  they  appreciate  heartily  and 
fully  how  much  they  are  indebted  to  the  excellent 
service  and  unfailing  good-nature  of  Pullman  con- 
ductor Backus,  Dinmg-car  Conductor  Erhart,  and 
other  train  officials,  and  to  the  porters,  waiters, 
and  others  of  the  train  crew,  for  the  comfort  and 
convenience  which  they  have  enjoyed  throughout 
the  journey. 

Resolvedt  That  they  thank  also  the  Southern 
Pacific  Railroad  General  Passenger  Agent  Good- 
man and  its  other  officials  for  their  courtesy  in 
making  special  arrangements  for  the  side  trips 
from  San  Francisco  and  in  affording  other  conven- 
iences on  their  road. 

The  American  Library  Association  wishes  to 
return  its  hearty  thanks  to  the  Kansas  Library 
Association,  and  especially  to  the  librarians  present 
at  Topeka  on  the  last  day  of  October,  for  their 
very  gracious  welcome  and  cordial  hospitality,  for 
the  delicate  music  of  the  Mandolin  Club,  anil  the 
personal  attentions  of  the  young  ladies  of  the  U 
and  I  Club,  all  of  which  gave  to  the  Association's 
brief  stay  at  Topeka.  a  peculiar  charm. 

The  A.  L.  A.,  recognizing  how  greatly  the 
pleasure  and  interest  of  its  California  Conference 
and  of  the  trip  across  the  continent  have  been 
increased  by  the  abounding  generosity  with  which 
it  has  been  welcomed  at  every  turn,  wishes  to 
place  on  record  its  warmest  thanks  to  the  follow- 
ing parties,  in  addition  to  those  that  have  already 
received  recognition : — 

To  the  press  of  San  Francisco  for  its  excellent 
and  full  reports  of  the  meetings  of  the  conference, 
which  were  satisfactory  in  a  high  degree. 

To  the  citizens  of  Santa  Cruz  who  spread  for  us 
a  lunch  in  that  noble  forest  of  Big  Trees,  which 
lies  at  their  border,  and  received  us  with  such 
warm  hospitality. 

To  the  gooci  people  of  Pasadena,  under  the 
leadership  of  Willis  M.  Masters,  Esq.,  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  Mrs.  Merritt  of  the 
Public  Library  for  a  bountiful  lunch  and  a  drive 
under  personal  guidance  through  their  fruitful 
valley  and  a  visit  to  the  library,  where  the  school 
children  fairly  loaded  us  with  flowers  and  fruit. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public  Library 
of  Los  Angeles,  and  a  committee  of  citizens,  to 
Miss  Tessa  L.  Kesso,  the  chief  librarian.  Miss 
Adelaide  R.  Hasse,  her  assistant,  and  the  entire 
library  staff,  for  a  most  cordial  reception  at  the 
Public  Library,  a  collation  under  the  presidency 
of  His  Honor,  Mayor  H.  T.  Hazard,  where  the 
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tables  were  decorated  with  flowers  and  palms  in  a 
manner  befitting  Southern  California,  and  a  drive 
with  the  citizens  about  the  growing  city ;  also  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  S.  C.  Lowe  of  Pasadena,  who 
supplied  our  train  with  the  choicest  flowers  on  our 
departure. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of 
San  Diego,  and  the  indefatigable  Miss  Lulu 
Younkin,  librarian,  for  a  most  enjoyable  visit  to 
their  border  city,  where  the  Association  badge 
was  honored  on  ferries  and  railways ;  yachts  and 
carriages  were  provided  for  our  pleasure;  a  ball 
given  by  the  Mizpah  Club  on  our  arrival,  and  a 
reception  by  Mrs.  H.  L.  Story  on  our  departure; 
and  not  the  least  a  trip  to  Mexico  allured  us. 

To  Mrs.  G.  L.  Smith,  librarian  of  the  Public 
Library  of  Riverside,  and  to  its  citizens  for  a  drive 
through  the  place  under  individual  guidance,  an 
informal  reception  at  the  library  and  a  generous 
collation. 

The  members  of  the  Association,  so  fortunate 
as  to  be  able  to  make  this  trip  and  attend  the 
Conference  cannot  fail  to  carry  with  them  through 
life  a  high  appreciation  of  the  generous  culture, 
the  prodigal  hospitality,  and  the  devoted  patriotism 
of  the  good  people  of  California. 

Dr.  Nolan  offered  the  following :  — 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  the  American 
Library  Association  be  tendered  to  its  President, 
Samuel  Swett  Green,  for  his  courteous  and  effi- 
cient discharge  of  his  responsible  duties  during 
the  San  Francisco  session  of  the  Association. 

This  being  duly  seconded,  Dr.  Nolan  himself 
put  the  question.    Carried  with  applause. 

The  Executive  Committee  through  Dr.  Linder- 
felt  reported  that  they  had  accepted  with  reluc- 
tance Mr.  Soule's  resignation.  They  also  reported 
that  they  had  elected  Mr.  H.  M.  Utiey  to  fill  the 
vacancy  (applause),  and  furthermore  that  they  had 
elected  Mr.  Fred'k  H.  Hild  a  Vice-President,  in 
order  that  he  might  represent  the  Association  with 
full  powers  before  the  Committee  of  the  Colum- 
bian Exposition.    (Applause). 

Mr.  Utley  thanked  the  Association  in  a  few 
words  for  his  election. 

Adjourned. 


CHICAGO  SESSION. 

(MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  2.) 

The  final  meeting  was  held  at  the  Newberry 
Library,  Chicago,  President  Green  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  SouLE  discussed  the  nomenclature  of 
library  architecture  and  proposed  that  hereafter 
the  **  single  stack  "  be  hereafter  known  as  ''  floor 
cases/*  and  that  systems  of  this  character  be 
called  the  "  range  system.*' 

Mr.  Utley  moved  that  the  Committee  on  Reso- 
lutions prepare  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  citizens  of 
Chicago  for  their  generous  hospitality.    Carried. 

The    following  was    afterwards    prepared    by 

them :  — 

Resolved^  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
be  given  to  our  kind  Chicago  friends  and  particu- 
larly to  the  authorities  of  the  Public  and  New- 
berry Libraries,  for  their  verv  generous  attentions, 
by  which  our  visit  to  their  city  was  made  as 
attractive  and  useful  as  was  possible  in  so  brief 
a  stay. 

Mr.  Cutter  read  his  report  on  personal  statis- 
tics. 

Mrs.  Dixon  outlined  the  system  of  sliding  book 
presses  as  used  in  the  British  Museum,  the  Bod- 
leian Library,  and  in  Mr.  Gladstone's  private 
library. 

Mr.  BoWKER  made  a  report  on  the  model  library 
as  conducted  in  the  Brooklyn  Library.  He  hoped 
that  the  A.  L.  A.  members  would  communicate 
criticisms  on  it  to  the  Library  journal. 

Mr.  Fletcher  offered  the  following  resolution 
which  was  carried  :  — 

Resolved^  That  the  librarians  in  foreign  countries 
be  urgently  invited  to  attend  the  library  conference 
to  be  held  at  Chicago  in  1S93;  and  also  to  con- 
tribute as  largely  as  possible  to  the  library  exhibit 
to  be  there  made. 

Mr.  Fletcher  offered  the  following:  — 

Resolved^  That  Messrs.  Melvil  Dewey,  W.  S. 
Biscoe,  and  Miss  Mary  S.  Cutler,  and  Mrs.  Dixon, 
who  attended  the  meeting  of  the  L.  A.  U.  K.  at 
Nottingham,  be  recorded  on  the  minutes  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  as  duly  accredited  delegates.    Adopted. 

The  President  thanked  the  people  of  Chicago 

for  their  cordial  invitation  to  the  A.   L.  A.  to 

attend  the  World's  Fair  in  1893. 

Adjourned. 
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PUBLISHING    SECTION. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  section  was  called  to 
order  at  lo  A.  M.,  October  15,  by  the  President. 
No  formal  report  was  presented  by  the  Executive 
Board,  all  points  of  interest  in  the  year's  work 
appearing  to  be  covered  by  the  report  of  the 
Treasurer. 

The  Treasurer's  report  was  read,  and  it  was 
voted  to  refer  it  to  Mr.  J.  L.  Whitney  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library  as  auditor,  and  that  if 
approved  by  him  it  should  be  filed. 


The  President  stated  that  the  A.  L.  A.  Index  to 
essays,  etc.,  was  actually  at  press,  and  specimen 
copies  of  a  provisional  first  page  were  distributed. 

A  ballot  being  taken  for  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year,  the  old  board  were  reelected  as  follows:  — 

President,  W.  I.  Fletcher. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer,  W.  C.  Lane. 

Executive  Board,  The  President,  the  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  Melvil  Dewey,  C.  A.  Cutter,  C.  C. 
Soule. 


ASSOCIATION  OF   STATE  LIBRARIANS. 


The  Association  of  State  Librarians  beg  leave  to 
report  that  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  not  to 
call  a  meeting  this  year  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
cussion owing  to  the  fact  that  few  of  the  mem- 
bers could  be  present  in  San  Francisco.  How- 
ever, the  Association  wishes  to  report  that  much 
good  has  been  accomplished  since  its  organization 
in  1889.  Many  of  the  States  have  changed  their 
laws  in  accordance  with  the  principles  advocated 
by  us  and  have  increased  their  appropriations  for 
library  purposes.  We  wish  to  call  attention  to 
Chap.  126  of  the  New  Hampshire  laws  for  1891, 
approved  April  11,  1891.  This  act  passed 
annually  on  the  recommendation  of  our  Associa- 
tion provides  that  the  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Congress  from  New  Hampshire  be  instructed 
to  favor  ( I )  free  transportation  through  the  mails 
for  all  matter  between  State  libraries;  (2)  free 
transportation  between  State  libraries  and  foreign 
governments ;  (3)  a  lower  rate  of  postage  on  books ; 
(4)  that  State  libraries  have  the  privilege  of 
importing  books  free  from  custom  duty.  This 
resolution  has  already  secured  the  endorsement  of 
the  New  Hampshire  delegation  in  Congress.  And 
on  the  recommendation  of  Senator  Gallinger  a 
petition  is  being  prepared  for  him  to  present  to 
Congress. 

In  February,  1890,  a  circular  letter  was  sent  out 
to  the  Governor,  and  Superintendent  of  Education 
of  every  State  in  the  Union,  and  to  other  interested 
people,  outlining  the  policy  of  the  Association  and 
requesting  aid  and  cooperation.  Starting  from 
the  proposition  that  a  State  library  should  not 
only  be  a  complete  reference  library  for  all 
branches  of  the  government,  executive,  judicial, 
and  legislative,  and  the  repository  of  all  materials 
for  local  history  and  biography,  it  was  urged  that  it 


should  also  contain  and  furnish  abundant  facilities 
for  using  all  desirable  books  of  information  relating 
to  special  industries  and  pursuits  of  the  State,  or 
calculated  to  lead  to  the  introduction  of  industries 
and  pursuits  suited  to  it,  but  hitherto  neglected. 
In  short,  it  should  be  fitted  to  serve  all  interests 
of  the  State  by  infusing  into  their  conduct  the 
highest  intelligence  and  skill.  On  the  following 
poiAts  we  requested  assistance : — 

That  there  be  a  uniformity  in  the  laws  govern- 
ing State  libraries  and  regulating  exchanges  of 
public  documents. 

That  each  State  provide  for  the  main- 
tenance of  a  State  library,  by  creating  a  fund,  and 
not  by  annual  or  biennial  appropriations. 

That  the  salary  of  each  State  librarian  be  made 
proportionate  to  the  salaries  of  other  State  offi- 
cers. And  that  the  terms  of  office  depend  on 
efficiency  solely,  and  not  on  changes  of  administra- 
tion. 

That  each  State  provide  for  the  speedy  trans- 
mission, under  the  direction  of  the  State  librarian, 
to  all  State  libraries  and  to  foreign  governments, 
of  all  public  documents  and  State  publications, 
directly  to  the  libraries. 

That  each  State  should  provide  by  law  — 

That  all  books  published  under  its  authority  be 
properly  indexed  by  a  uniform  topical  alphabet, 
preserving  the  same  heads  of  reference  from  year 
to  year. 

That  the  title  pages  of  all  statutes  and  journals 
of  the  legislature  show  the  dates  of  convening 
and  final  adjournment  of  the  sessions. 

That  law  reports  give  the  extreme  dates  of  the 
decisions  on  the  title  pages,  and  the  date  of  the 
rendition  of  each  decision  alwve  the  title  of  each 
case. 
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That  each  volume  of  law  reports  contain  a 
table  of  cases,  plaintiff  and  defendant,  and 
vice  versa. 

That  the  name  of  the  State,  with  year  and  num- 
ber of  the  Legislature  where  practicable,  be  let- 
tered on  the  back  of  every  volume. 

•That  each  State  provide  for  the  proper  cata- 
loguing and  indexing,  under  the  direction  of  the 
State  librarian,  of  all  publications  that  have  been 
or  may  be  issued  by  authority  of  the  State. 

That  each  provide  for  the  preparation  and  pub- 
lication of  a  list  of  the  sessions  of  its  Legislature, 
from  the  first  session  to  date. 

That  each  State  provide  for  the  proper 
exchange  and  disposition  of  duplicate  books. 

Owing  to  the  cooperation  received  from  persons 
not  librarians  and  correspondence  by  individual 
members  of  this  Association,  rather  than  to  any 
official  action  perhaps,  we  are  happy  to  report 
that  many  things  have  been  done  in  accordance 
to  our  wishes.  And  while  much  yet  remains  to  be 
accomplished,  we  have  great  reason  to  feel 
encouraged. 

Besides  these  requests  from  the  States  we  asked 
from  the  National  government  the   following :  — 

That  Congress  should  provide  — 

For  free  transportation  by  mail  between  State 
libraries. 

By  international  arrangement,  for  free  transpor- 
tation of  books  and  other  printed  matter  between 
State  libraries  and  departments  of  foreign  govern- 
ments. 

For  a  lower  rate  of  postage  on  books. 

That  the  privilege  now  enjoyed  by  the  Library  of 
Congress,  and  by  societies,  colleges,  and  schools, 
in  the  exemption  of  books  from  import  duty, 
should  be  extended  to  State  libraries. 

Though  these  demands  are  reasonable  and  for 
the  public  good,  we  regret  to  say  that  we  have  as 
yet  met  with  no  response  or  encouragement. 

Books  addressed  to  the  Library  of  Congress  are 
carried  free  through  the  mails,  because  of  the  high 
public  utility  of  this  institution.    For  the  same 


reason  the  official  libraries  of  the  several  States 
should  be  exempted  from  postal  charges  on  mat- 
ter transmitted  between  them,  since  securing  full 
sets  of  the  documents  of  each  State  in  the  libra- 
ries of  other  States  is  a  part  of  a  national  and 
interstate  polity  rather  than  a  mere  local  exi- 
gency. 

Great  difficulty  is  now  experienced  and  great 
expense  incurred  in  trying  to  make  exchanges 
between  State  libraries  and  foreign  governments. 
Whatever  Congress  and  the  Department  of  State 
can  do  to  facilitate  exchanges  and  lessen  expense 
would  benefit  individual  States  and  the  country. 

Reducing  postage  on  books  would  fadlitate 
diffusion  of  good  literature,  and  would  aid  popu- 
lar education  through  the  libraries,  by  removing 
what  the  Librarian  of  Congress  recently  character- 
ized as  "  the  present  unwise  and  unjust  discrimina- 
tion against  good  books,  which  permits  all  the 
cheap  libraries  of  novels  to  go  by  mail  at  i  cent  a 
pound,  while  all  the  other  books  must  pay  8  cents 
a  pound,  thus  putting  a  government  premium 
upon  trash,  and  taxing  the  diffusion  of  knowledge 
eight  times  as  much  as  the  diffusion  of  fiction. " 

Through  an  apparent  oversight,  State  (and  pub- 
lic) libraries  are  not  mentioned  in  the  statutes  as 
entitled  to  import  books  free  of  duty.  The 
rulings  of  the  Treasury  Department  allow  libra- 
ries exemption  from  duties,  but  the  law  should  be 
so  explicit  as  not  to  leave  libraries  dependent  on 
the  rulings  of  the  Treasury  or  the  decisions  of 
Collectors  of  Customs. 

We  greatly  regret  the  absence  of  our  President, 
Melvil  Dewey,  who  has  been  so  faithful  to  our 
cause,  and  who  has  given  it  such  hearty  assistance. 

We  further  report  that  the  officers  of  last  year 
have  been  reelected  and  the  Association  has 
adjourned    to  meet   at  the  next  session  of  the 

A.  \~f  A. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  H.  Wallis, 

For  the  Association, 


FROM  NEW  YORK  TO  THE  GOLDEN  GATE. 


BY  D.  V.  R.  JOHNSTON. 


At  7.30  A.  M.,  Oct.  I,  1891,  four  travelers, 
partly  refreshed  by  sleep  under  the  auspices  of 
Jersey  mosquitoes,  stepped  over  from  Taylor's 
Hotel  in  Jersey  City  to  the  Pennsylvania  R.  R. 
station  and  formed  the  nucleus  of  a  company  of 
faithful  members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  bound  for  the 


setting  sun  conference.  In  the  course  of  a  few 
minutes  a  local  train  brought  into  view  the 
smiling  face  of  our  Secretary,  who,  being  used  to 
the  insects  of  the  locality,  had  without  doubt 
enjoyed  a  good  night's  sleep ;  and  soon  the  New 
York  imd  Brooklyn  ferries  brought  in  the  rest  of 
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our  party,  and  at  a  minute  or  two  before  8  the 
special  train  was  off — one  locomotive,  four  cars, 
about  twenty  officials,  and  nine  tourists.  These 
latter  had  by  the  time  of  starting  all  been  thor- 
oughly waked  up  by  astonishment  at  finding 
their  luggage  by  some  unknown  power  all  present 
and  accounted  for,  and  were  in  fact  in  thorough 
harmony  with  their  environment,  bent  on  having  a 
good  time  of  pleasure  and  profit  and  fearing  not 
the  dangers  of  the  road. 

In  less  than  ten  minutes  from  starting  we  had 
our  first  proof  that  our  fame  had  gone  abroad,  for 
at  Newark  we  were  stopped  by  the  staff  of  the 
public  library  who  gave  us  a  hearty  God-speed 
and  a  bean-bag  outfit.  It  would  be  hard  to  say 
what  were  the  feelings  of  this  party  of  higher 
culture  on  being  presented  with  the  appliances  of 
such  a  simple  and  homely  amusement,  but  it  may 
as  well  be  frankly  confessed  that  culture  and  bean 
bags  got  on  well  together. 

As  the  New  Jersey  State  fair  was  being  held  at 
Trenton,  and  of  course  the  railroads  were  running 
many  extra  trains,  we  lost  time  on  the  way  to 
Philadelphia,  —  that  is,  our  train  lost  time;  we 
personally  did  not,  we  talked  shop  and  were 
happy.  At  10.30  we  rolled  into  the  Broad  Street 
station  and  found  there  the  Philadelphia  delega- 
tion, who  having  slept  and  breakfasted  at  home, 
sported  a  superior  air,  and  the  New  England 
contingent,  weighed  down  with  luggage  and  a 
night  in  a  sleeping-car.  However,  it  took  but  a 
moment  for  the  whole  party  to  flutter  round  the 
train  and  alight  each  one  in  his  proper  nest.  The 
sigrial  dropped,  the  conductor  called  "  all  aboard," 
and  with  a  clear  track  before  us  and  with  eng^ine 
running  wide  open,  our  train  started  for  the  West. 
With  nothing  to  stop  for  but  the  southern 
delegation,  which  marched  aboard  with  true 
military  promptness  at  Harrisburg,  we  had  a  free 
run  for  Pittsburg  —  and  such  a  run  !  On  we  rushed 
through  the  glory  of  an  October  day,  the  moun- 
tains in  their  splendid  livery  one  by  one  falling 
behind  us,  along  the  Susquehanna,  up  the  valley 
of  the  Juniata,  over  Blue  Ridge  and  Alleghany,  by 
the  busy  hives  of  mountain  industry,  past  ill-fated 
Johnstown,  and  in  the  dusk  stopped  at  Pittsburg, 
glowing  with  its  thousand  furnaces.  A  few 
minutes  here  to  chat  with  those  who  welcomed  us 
at  the  station,  and  we  were  off  again  through  the 
night. 

The  morning  found  us  on  time  again  rapidly 
nearing  Chicago,  and  at  9.30  we  were  most  heart- 
ily welcomed  by  our  Chicago  friends.  Though  we 
had  but  two  hours  to  spend,  yet,  so  well  were  we 


taken  care  of  that  we  had  the  chance  of  visiting 
the  libraries  and  "doing'*  the  business  part  of 
the  town.  Chicago  was  very  hot,  however,  and 
when,  at  11.30,  we  drew  out  into  the  open  country, 
we  found  the  slightly  cooler  air  agreeable.  We 
were  the  less  sorry  to  leave,  moreover,  because 
our  party  now  contained  the  best  of  Chicago's 
citizens,  according  to  our  standards.  We  now 
numbered  forty-one,  and  as  it  was  understood  that 
each  individual  possessed  at  least  one  new  idea 
on  library  matters,  we  all  set  to  work  to  inter- 
change— a  work,  by  the  way,  which  completely 
lasted  out  the  trip. 

So  we  imbibed  information  and  dust  till  even- 
ing, when  we  crossed  the  Mississipi  and  found  a 
cooler  atmosphere.  Then  it  was  discovered  that 
there  were  some  who  would  condescend  to  amuse 
themselves,  even  with  bean  bags,  and  later  it  was 
found,  with  some  difficulty,  that  a  few  confessed 
to  tinging.  In  fact  we  then  came  to  the  under- 
standing that  pleasure  and  profit  should  be  mixed 
in  fair  working  proportions. 

That  evening  at  Ottumwa,  la.,  we  found  a 
county  fair  in  "  full  blast"  within  a  structure  which 
at  first  appeared  to  be  made  of  coal,  and  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  management  we  were  taken  in  to 
spend  what  few  minutes  were  allowed  us  by  the 
schedule  of  our  train. 

About  the  middle  of  the  same  night,  at  Pacific 
Junction,  the  Omaha  delegation  joined  us.  The 
next  afternoon,  after  a  warm  and  rather  monoto- 
nous but  not  unprofitable  nor  anpleasant  day, 
over  the  Nebraska  and  Colorado  plains,  we  saw 
(many  of  us  for  the  first  time)  the  snow-capped 
peaks  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  as  darkness 
was  settling  down  over  the  valley  beautiful  Den- 
ver received  us  in  hospitable  embrace.  We  had 
been  promised  at  last  year's  conference  a  taste  of 
wild  and  woolly  hospitality,  and  we  thought  our- 
selves prepared  for  great  things ;  but  we  were  not 
prepared  for  the  generous,  warm-hearted  recep- 
tion which  we  received.  The  librarians  of  the 
Mercantile  and  Public  Libraries,  with  their  assist- 
ants, and  a  delegation  of  leading  citizens,  wel- 
comed us  at  the  station  and  gave  us  the  freedom 
of  the  city.  As  all  the  clubs  opened  their  doors  to 
us,  most  of  the  men  in  the  party  s|>ent  the  evening 
at  one  or  the  other  of  them,  thus  at  once  becom- 
ing acquainted  with  very  many  representatives 
of  Denver's  culture  and  progress.  Others,  how- 
ever, escorted  such  of  the  ladies  as  were  not  too 
tired  to  the  theater,  and  all  of  us  retired  for  the 
night  quite  convinced  that  Denver  was  all  that 
was  claimed  for  it,  and  more. 
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The  next  day  being  Sunday,  we  were  supposed 
to  be  left  to  ourselves,  but  this  was  not  carried 
out  literally,  as  oar  entertainers  were  ever  at  hand 
to  point  out  new  ways  of  enjoying  the  time.  Many 
of  us  attended  divine  services  in  the  Cathedral, 
and  other  places  of  public  worship,  and  all  of  us 
found  more  or  less  time  for  walking  or  riding 
through  the  city  and  its  suburbs. 

Monday  morning,  bright  and  early,  our  hosts 
were  at  hand,  with  carriages  to  show  us  the  city. 
And,  after  that  sunny  autumn  morning  spent  in 
such  surroundings,  and  in  such  good  company,  we 
could  not  but  love  Denver. 

At  noon  we  left  on  a  special  train  placed  at  our 
disposal,  for  Argo  and  the  silver  smelting  works, 
where  we  were  welcomed  by  the  president  of  the 
company,  ex-U.  S.  Senator  N.  P.  Hill.  Under 
his  guidance  we  inspected  these  interesting  works, 
and  left  with  a  great  admiration  for  the  Senator  as 
a  gentleman  and  as  a  scientist,  and  with  at  least 
a  general  knowledge  of  the  art  of  reducing  silver 
ores. 

One  accident,  however,  befell  us  and  marred  the 
pleasure  of  the  day,  for  while  leaping  over  a 
stream  of  molten  slag  one  of  the  Columbia  College 
representatives  fell  and  sprained  her  ankle  so 
badly  that  she  was  deprived  of  many  of  the  pleas- 
ures of  the  trip  thereafter. 

In  the  afternoon,  as  if  to  show  us  all  the  phases 
of  her  nature,  Denver  treated  us  to  a  regulation 
dust  storm,  which  was  followed  by  rain,  which  in 
turn  gave  way  to  snow.  But  we  were  not  daunted. 
We  made  thorough  inspection  of  the  libraries 
while  there  was  yet  day,  and  in  the  evening 
attended  a  most  enjoyable  reception  extended  to  us 
at  the  house  of  the  University  Club.  Late  in  the 
evening  Denver  gave  us  a  hearty  God-speed,  and 
taking  away  two  of  her  librarians  and  two  other 
travelers  who  there  joined  us,  we  went  our  way. 

The  early  morning  found  us  at  romantic  Manitou 
Springs,  we  having  changed  our  schedule  and  run 
through  Colorado  Springs  in  the  night.  The  sun- 
shine, tempering  the  cool  mountain  breeze,  made 
the  day  most  pleasant  for  a  run  in  the  open  air. 
The  morning  was  spent  in  driving  about,  the 
majority  going  to  the  Garden  of  the  Gods,  while 
some  explored  the  caves  and  caRons,  and  a  few 
devotees  of  Ramona  took  the  longer  drive  to  the 
grave  of  Helen  Hunt  Jackson,  on  Cheyenne  Moun- 
tain. No  one  was  disappointed,  and  each  thought 
that  his  party  had  a  little  the  best  of  it. 

In  the  afternoon,  thanks  to  the  courtesy  of  the 
management  of  the  Manitou  and  Pike's  Peak 
Railway,  we  all  had  a  chance  to  make  the  ascent 


of  Pike's  Peak,  which  was  towering  above  us 
covered  with  fresh-fallen  snow.  All  who  were  cer- 
tain of  their  soundness  in  wind  and  limb  were  on 
hand  when  the  train  started.  True,  we  were 
informed  that  there  was  no  certainty  of  our  ever 
reaching  the  top,  and,  for  that  matter,  there  was 
no  certainty  of  our  ever  coming  back ;  but  our 
honored  President  cheered  us  up  as  we  said  good- 
bye by  stating  that  if  the  worst  came  to  the  worst 
all  the  papers  to  be  read  before  the  A.  L.  A.  were 
in  his  keeping,  and  so  the  world  would  not  be  a 
total  loser  if  we  concluded  never  to  come  down 
from  the  mountain  at  all.  But,  with  the  latest 
invention  of  modern  engineering  to  push  us  from 
behind,  and  a  gang  of  stalwart  aliens  to  shovel  the 
drifts  in  front,  we  took  the  chances.  And  we  made 
no  mistake.  Up  and  up  we  went,  through  constantly 
changing  mountain  views,  stopping  now  and  then 
to  be  shoveled  out  of  a  drift,  and  at  last,  just  as 
the  sun  was  dipping  behind  a  range  of  a  thousand 
snowy  mountains,  we  stood  on  'the  summit  of  the 
king  of  the  Rockies.  As  we  knew  that  we  must 
expect  most  bitter  cold,  and  had  with  us  no  cloth- 
ing suitable  for  such  a  temperature,  we  wore  the 
blankets  belonging  to  the  Pullman  Palace  Car 
Co.,  and  without  doubt  some  thirty  able-bodied 
citizens  so  wrapped  in  red  blankets  that  the  letters 
P.  P.  C.  were  worn  on  the  small  of  the  back, 
walking  in  solemn  procession  around  the  mountain 
top,  was  a  sight  for  gods  and  men.  Nevertheless 
we  drank  in  the  wonderful  scenery  with  pleasure ; 
we  drank  in  some  coffee  at  the  Summit  House 
with  much  less  pleasure;  and  there  were  some 
who  imperiled  their  constitutions  with  the  sand- 
wiches of  the  country;  yet  we  all  lived  and  were 
happy.  It  seemed  as  though  we  tarried  but  for  a 
moment,  yet  that  moment  was  worth  travelfng 
hundreds  of  miles  for ;  it  was  such  a  perfect  moun- 
tain day.  Having  come  within  an  inch  of  leaving 
behind  to  the  tender  mercies  of  Pike's  Peak  coffee 
and  sandwiches  one  of  our  most  valued  members, 
we  started  for  the  valley ;  and,  as  the  darkness 
suddenly  fell  on  us,  and  we  were  all  very  hungry 
we  were  glad .  to  remember  that  the  hotels  of  the 
land  were  both  numerous  and  excellent.  How- 
ever, we  kept  up  our  spirits  and  sang  songs  until 
we  were  at  Manitou  once  more.  Then,  after  a 
hasty  dinner,  we  made  our  way  over  to  Colorado 
Springs,  where  we  enjoyed  a  most  hearty  recep- 
tion at  the  hands  of  its  cultured  citizens,  in  the 
halls  of  the  rising  young  university.  As  one  of 
our  members,  with  his  Pullman  blanket,  was  rush- 
ing from  the  hotel  at  Manitou  to  catch  the  cars  for 
Colorado  Springs,  he  overheard  a  voice  from  the 
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piazza  calling,  "  Hurry,  Mary,  hurry,  there  goes 
the  last  of  them."  Then  in  a  tone  of  great  disap- 
pointment he  added,  "There,  now,  you  have 
missed  seeing  those  interesting  Ute  Indians/' 

Early  Wednesday  morning  we  started  again, 
and  all  that  day  we  were  in  the  mountains. 
Through  the  Royal  Gorge,  through  the  caflon  of 
the  Arkansas,  by  mountain  peaks  innumerable, 
past  busy  Lcadville  to  the  top  of  Tennessee  Pass, 
and  then  we  plunged  over  the  Divide;  then 
through  the  ever-changing  Eagle  Cafion,  with 
scenery  as  grand  as  before,  we  ran  down  the 
mountain  side,  until  evening,  when  we  stopped  at 
Glenwood  Springs.  It  is  with  sorrow  that  we 
have  to  chronicle  that  crossing  the  Divide  was 
too  much  for  our  genial  Secretary.  Some  of  the 
more  profane  say  that  his  lungs,  long  used  to 
New  Jersey  malaria,  could  not  stand  the  pure  air 
of  lo^oco  feet  elevation ;  but  the  more  thoughtful 
said  that  the  pressure  of  work  in  getting  up  the 
trip  had  exhausted  his  strength.  However,  be 
that  as  it  may,  the  fact  remains  that  we  lost  the 
services  of  a  most  competent  officer  for  the  bal- 
ance of  our  trip. 

Having  swum  in  the  wonderful  sulphur  baths 
of  Glenwood  in  the  evening,  and  covered  our- 
selves with  alkali  dust  crossing  the  plains  in  the 
night,  in  the  morning  we  found  ourselves  running 
through  Utah,  through  new  valleys  and  by  differ- 
ent mountains  which  were  quite  as  beautiful  to 
look  upon  as  those  which  we  had  already  seen. 
We  steamed  through  several  thriving  Mormon 
towns,  by  Utah  Lake,  and  through  the  passes, 
and  at  noon  were  at  Salt  Lake  City.  Having 
lunched  at  the  fine  new  hotel,  we  all  took  car- 
riages to  do  the  City  of  the  Saints,  which,  it  must 
be  confessed,  was  not  up  to  our  expectations 
except  as  to  natural  beauty.  We,  however,  saw 
all  the  law  allowed  and  more,  for  some  of  the 
party  on  being  informed  that  no  Gentile  foot  had 
ever  entered  the  sacred  precincts  of  the  Temple 
straightway  entered  therein,  and,  what  is  more, 
climbed  up  to  its  highest  pinnacle. 

A  trip  to  Fort  Douglas  to  see  dress  parade  and 
sunset  on  the  Great  Salt  Lake  and  a  visit  to  the 
library  wound  up  the  day. 

That  night,  five  hours  ahead  of  time,  we  were 
off,  hoping  by  an  early  start  to  get  through  the 
snow-sheds  on  the  Sierras  by  night.  But  it  was 
not  so  to  be,  for  at  Ogden  we  received  a  telegram 
from  the  Sacramento  committee  warning  us  by  na 
means  to  reach  there  ahead  of  time,  as  they  had 
their  plans  already  made  for  a  public  reception  in 
our  honor.    However,  we  were  gainers  by  the  early 


start,  as  we  not  only  had  a  good  chance  to  view 
Great  Salt  Lake  and  its  weird,  unnatural  scenery, 
but  also  had  time  enough  on  our  hands  to  run 
very  slowly  over  the  desert  plains  of  Utah  and 
Nevada,  so  slowly,  indeed,  that  we  raised  but  little 
of  that  awful  alkali  dust  which  is  such  a  nuisance 
to  travelers.  At  Carlin,  Nevada,  in  the  afternoon 
we  found,  to  our  surprise,  a  library.  It  was  like  a 
voice  crying  in  the  wilderness,  and  with  one  accord 
we  rushed  in  upon  the  librarian,  and  wished  him  all 
manner  of  good  luck.  We  found  that  the  few  inhab- 
itants of  Nevada  were  of  a  most  extraordinary  men- 
tal development  and  worthy  of  many  libraries ;  for  at 
one  of  the  stations  we  overheard  a  citizen  inviting 
a  friend  to  come  and  inspect  our  party,  on  the 
ground  that  "it  was  the  smartest  lot  of  people 
which  had  ever  been  seen  in  the  State."  "Are 
they  all  from  Boston  ? "  asked  the  other.  "  Nop, 
they  are  not,  for  they  don't  all  wear  glasses ;  but 
they  look  almighty  wise  just  the  same." 

The  morning  our  train  was  "  held  up "  in  true 
western  style  by  the  State  Librarian  of  California, 
with  Judge  R.  O.  Cravens,  T.  H.  Wallis,  ex-State 
Librarian;  W.  C.  Fitch,  President  of  the  Sacra- 
mento Library;  and  J.  A.  Woodson,  President  of 
the  Sacramento  Art  Museum,  and  the  librarian  of 
the  Alameda  Public  Library.    This  party  took  the 
train  at  Truckee,  and  as  we  were  conducted  west- 
ward, leaving  behind  us  for  a  day  or  so  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  for  a  raid  on 
the  grasshoppers  of  that  locality,  we  were  their 
captives  b<yiy  and  soul.     They  came  not  empty- 
handed,  but  brought  with  them  quail,  salmon,  and 
the  choicest  of  California's  golden  fruits.      With 
laughter,  feasting,  and  good  fellowship  we  were 
carried  on  our  way,  and  being  so  well-conducted 
none  of  the  glorious  scenery  of  the  Sierras  was 
allowed  to  pass  us  unnoticed.    Romantic  Donner*s 
Lake  was  pointed  out  and  its  sad  story  rehearsed. 
The  cafions  were  introduced  to  us  one  by  one,  and 
at  Cape  Horn  we  had  a  full  hour  to  revel  in  the 
morning  beauty  of  the  "  heart  of  the  Sierras  "  so 
famed  on  canvas  and  in  print.     But  the  party  did 
not  give  up  its  search  for  solid  information,  and 
from  the  President  on,  all,  with  few  exceptions, 
made  personal  examination   of    that    marvelous 
product  of  the  country,  the  red  bat  of  Tuckalook 
Cafion.    True,  we  had  studied  the  species  before, 
but  never  under  circumstances  so  favorable  for 
scientific  investigation.     It  was  unanimously  voted 
that  the  bat  was  a  brick.    As  we  were  whirled 
rapidly  down  the  mountain  side,  only  stopping  for 
fresh  relays  of  fruit  and  flowers,  which  our  captors 
had  provided  at  every  station,  our  spirits  rose 
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higher  and  higher  at  the  prospect  of  enjoying  a 
conference  among  people  who  were  as  hospitable 
as  cultured.  At  1.30  P.  M.  we  drew  up  in  the 
Sacramento  station,  and  were  immediately  taken 
possession  of  by  a  delegation  of  citizens  who 
escorted  us  in  carriages  to  the  Crocker  Art  Gal- 
lery, where  His  Honor,  Mayor  Comstock,  gave  us 
the  freedom  of  the  dty.  Mr.  Woodson  welcomed 
us  to  the  gallery  in  a  very  neat  speech.  After  hav- 
ing admired  the  fine  collection  of  paintings,  which 
are  the  memorial  of  one  of  Sacramento's  best- 
known  citizens,  Judge  Crocker,  the  whole  party 
went  to  the  State  capitol,  where  in  the  halls  of  the 
State  Library  we  were  welcomed  by  the  Hon.  E.  G. 
Waite  on  behalf  of  Gov.  Markham,  who  was  absent 
from  the  city.  Our  President  answered  in  one  of 
those  pithy,  witty  speeches  which  have  made  his 
administration  famous  in  the  annals  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
and  after  inspecting  the  library  and  the  capitol, 
under  the  guidance  of  the  State  Library  staff,  we 
were  taken  to  drive  through  the  city,  carrying 
away  with  us  baskets  of  fruits  and  flowers  and  a 


large  floral  book  made  with  most  exquisite  taste, 
which  afterwards  we  used  to  ornament  our  parlors 
in  San  Francisco. 

At  4.10  P.  M.  we  were  turned  over  to  the  San 
Francisco  committee,  who  had  come  up  to  take 
care  of  us,  ten  librarians,  all  known  to  us  by 
reputation ;  and  turning  our  back  on  the  good  peo- 
ple of  Sacramento  we  started  on  our  final  run  for 
the  Golden  Gate.  We  found  that  although  we 
were  tired  with  much  sight-seeing  and  tnerrymak- 
ing,  in  the  heat  of  a  most  sultry  and  oppressive 
day,  our  San  Francisco  friends  could  still  keep  us 
in  full  enjoyment  of  the  passing  hours,  and  after 
what  seemed  a  short  run  through  the  darkening 
fields  and  along  the  bay  we  rolled  into  the 
Oakland  station  and  our  railroad  trip  was  ended. 
A  short  wait  for  the  ferry,  a  short  ride  in  the  cool 
fog  drawing  in  from  the  sea,  a  twinkling  of  electric 
lights  and  a  jingling  of  bells,  the  wheels  ceased 
churning  the  water,  and  our  journey  was  done. 
Three  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-five  miles 
of  thorough  enjoyment  and  solid  profit. 


AT  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


BY  JESSIE  ALLAN,  LIBRARIAN   OMAHA  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


The  entertainment  of  the  members  of  the 
American  Library  Association  by  the  San  Fran- 
ciscans virtually  began  at  5  p.  m.,  Saturday.  Oct. 
10,  when  we  left  Sacramento  accompanied  by  the 
vanguard  of  citizens  of  'Frisco  and  Oakland, 
namely  Messrs.  Cheney,  Cleary,  Doxey,  O'Conor, 
Peterson,  Rowell,  Symmes,  Warren,  Whitaker, 
and  Wilson. 

Arrived  at  the  Palace  Hotel,  which  was  to  be 
our  home  for  a  week,  each  member  realized  that 
for  thirty-six  hours  he  was  a  free  agent,  and 
knowing  the  proverbial  hospitality  of  Californians, 
and  that  every  hour  of  the  next  six  days  would  be 
fully  occupied  by  the  regular  program,  resolved  to 
make  the  most  of  his  opportunity. 

Newspapers  and  correspondence  demanded  the 
attention  of  many,  but  a  number  of  the  wisemen 
decided  without  hesitation  to  see  Market  street  on 
a  Saturday  night.  This  is  a  feature  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  the  endless  throng  composed  of 
Caucasians,  Negroes,  and  Mongolians,  passing  up 
**  two  bits "  side,  then  down  *'  three  bits "  side, 
give  an  air  of  cosmopolitanism  not  equalled  in 
any  city  of  the  United  States. 

The  unique  program  designates  Sunday  by  the 
single  word  *'  rest."    If  to  change  is  to  rest,  we 


rested ;  but  "  perpetual  motion "  would  more 
happily  describe  our  condition. 

The  different  churches  claimed  most  during  the 
hours  of  morning  service.  Then  to  see  the 
beauties  of  the  city  seemed  to  be  the  main  object 
of  life.  To  see  San  Francisco,  patronize  the 
street  railways.  No  city  in  the  world  may  be 
seen  so  quickly  and  so  easily  as  on  this  the  most 
perfect  cable-car  system  in  the  world.  The  rides 
are  full  of  delightful  surprises,  of  superb  views  of 
city,  mountain,  and  sea.  Californians  say  that 
the  city  is  built  on  a  hundred  hills,  and  those  who 
have  fully  experienced  the  ups  and  downs  of  cable 
life  must  agree  that  this  is  not  a  western 
exaggeration. 

Golden  Gate  Park  was  the  destination  of  many 
of  our  people,  and  it  was  hard  to  believe  that  even 
such  indefatigable  perseverance  had  in  so  short  a 
time  transformed  desolate  sand  hills  into  a  trop- 
ical vision  of  lovliness. 

A  kind  providence  in  the  guise  of  a  Chinese 
funeral  led  a  few  of  us  to  the  Chinese  cemeteries, 
where  in  addition  to  the  peculiar  burial  service  we 
witnessed  the  interesting  ceremonies  incident  to 
the  semi-annual  feast  of  the  dead.  The  celebra- 
tion continues  all  day,  and  we  saw  all  the  steps  in 


134 


SAIf  FRANCISCO  CONFERENCE. 


the  service  from  the  arrival  laden  with  meats,  rice, 
liquor,  cigarettes,  etc.,  the  explosion  of  fire- 
crackers, the  homing  of  religious  paper  repre- 
senting money,  prayers,  and  messages  for  the 
departed. 

As  a  grand  finale  we  were  at  1 1  o'clock  treated 
to  the  heaviest  earthquake  shock  that  has  been 
experienced  in  many  years.  As  one  of  our  bright 
Southern  California  hostesses  remarked,  "The 
people  of  San  Francisco  said  they  would  move 
heaven  and  earth  for  you.  As  far  as  the  latter 
is  concerned  they  could  not  have  been  more 
successful." 

At  9.20  A.  M.  Monday,  conducted  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  local  committee,  we  started  on  a  trip 
that  had  not  a  single  marring  feature.  Sutro 
Heights  and  the  Cliff  House  were  points  of  desti- 
nation, and  the  mode  of  transit,  a  train,  decorated 
with  flags  and  flowers.  The  ever-changing  pano- 
rama of  this  ride  on  the  edge  of  the  cliff  must  be 
seen  to  be  fully  appreciated. 

Arrived  at  Sutro  Heights  we  were  welcomed  by 
Mr.  Sutro,  aud  his  daughter  Dr.  Merritt.  A  stroll 
through  the  grounds  was  followed  by  a  visit  to 
the  Cliff  House;  a  view  of  the  famous  seal 
rocks,  and  a  cursory  inspection  of  the  mammoth 
baths  in  course  of  construction.  Returning  to  the 
residence  of  our  host,  we  were  served  with  an 
elaborate  luncheon,  during  which  Messrs.  Sutro, 
Green,  Poole,  Linderfelt,  and  Cheney  made  some 
brief  and  felicitous  remarks.  Return  to  the  city 
was  made  by  the  Park  and  Ocean  road  in  time  for 
the  opening  session  at  Pioneer  Hall. 

Monday  evening,  at  8  o'clock,  the  members  of 
the  Association  were  most  delightfully  received  by 
the  citizens  of  San  Francisco.  Owing  to  illness, 
Mr.  W.  H.  L.  Barnes  was  unable  to  make  the 
opening  address.  Rev.  C.  W.  Wendte,  who  was 
introduced  by  Mr.  Cheney,  kindly  filling  his 
place.  In  welcoming  the  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, he  said  that  he  had  often  wished  to  be 
a  librarian,  just  to  be  free  from  the  cares,  annoy- 
ances, and  exactions  of  an  ordinary  mortal's  life, 
and  to  seek  rest  and  quiet  in  the  dim,  still  alcoves 
of  some  great  place  of  books.  Mr.  Wendte 
might  find  the  dimness  and  stillness  in  many  of  our 
cathedral  libraries ;  but  would  soon  acknowledge 
that  rest  is  in  the  vocabulary  of  few  librarians. 

Mr.  Green  responded  in  his  usual  happy  style, 
when  the  official  program  was  closed  by  Mr. 
Cheney,  who  read  an  original  poem  called  "  A 
Librarian's  Trials."  It  was  a  decided  hit,  being  a 
humorous  allegory,  not  long,  and  written  from  a 
true  standpoint. 


Conversation  was  resumed  and  continued  for  an 
hour,  during  which  we  learned  by  actual  experi- 
ence the  charming  heartiness  with  which  San 
Francisco  treats  the  strangers  within  her  gates. 

Tuesday  at  9  A.  M.,  under  the  thoughtful  and 
kind  guardianship  of  Messrs.  Whitaker,  Wilson, 
and  Rowell,  we  were  conducted  to  the  steamer 
"Tiburon"  for  a  trip  around  the  bay.  The 
names  Hunter's  Point,  Raccoon  Straits,  Alcatraz, 
Man  and  Angel's  Island,  and  £1  Campo  became 
realities  to  us.  Our  friends  regretted  the  clouds 
and  the  wind,  but  the  scenery  in  these  circum- 
stances was  so  beautiful,  and  the  kindliness  of  the 
ladies  and  gentlemen  of  San  Francisco  and  Oak- 
land so  delightful  that  I  doubt  whether  a  clear 
atmosphere  could  have  made  the  day  more  satis- 
factory. With  the  usual  hospitality,  a  bountiful 
luncheon  was  served  on  the  return  trip. 

Until  I  P.  M.,  Wednesday,  business  meetings 
claimed  our  undivided  attention.  At  this  time  in 
response  to  an  invitation  tendered  by  Senator  and 
Mrs.  Stanford,  the  party  to  the  number  of  60 
boarded  a  special  train  for  Palo  Alto.  The  prime 
motive  of  this  excursion  was  a  visit  to  the  Lelamd 
Stanford,  Jr.  University.  This  beautiful  and  mag- 
nificent institution  was  opened  October  i,  aboat 
four  and  a  half  years  after  the  laying  of  the  comer- 
stone. 

In  accordance  with  Senator  Stanford's  desire 
to  perpetuate  pioneer  customs,  all  the  buildings 
are  in  the  old  mission  style  of  architecture,  with 
broad,  low  arches,  high,  pitched  roofs,  and  red, 
curved  tiles.  With  the  exception  of  the  last 
named,  California  has  furnished  all  the  materials 
for  construction. 

After  a  general  view  of  the  buildings  and  satis- 
fying the  omnipresent  photograph  fiend,  we  were 
conducted  to  the  chapel,  where  a  brief  address  of 
welcome  was  made  by  President  Jordan,  and 
responded  to  by  the  President  of  the  Associa- 
tion. 

Carriages  then  conveyed  us  to  the  Palo  Alto 
stock  farm,  where  even  the  most  ordinary  horse 
lover  became  wildly  enthusiastic  over  the  beauties 
of  Sunol,  Palo  Alto,  Bellbird,  Lady  well,  and  hun- 
dreds of  lesser  lights  in  the  equine  world.  Per- 
haps it  is  only  fair  to  presume  that  the  wonderful 
breaking  of  records  in  the  following  week  was 
due  to  the  visit  of  the  members  of  the  American 
Library  Association.  One  of  the  horses  was 
introduced  to  the  party  as  Librarian. 

From  the  Kindergarten  we  were  driven  to  Menlo 
Park,  where  we  were  most  charmingly  and  heart- 
ily received  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanford,  Bfiss  Upson, 
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and  others.  Two  hours  were  spent  in  cbnversa- 
tion,  in  promenading  through  thjc  beautiful 
grounds,  and  in  doing  justice  to  the  dainty  colla- 
tion. It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  when  the  train 
left  Menlo  Park.  Air,  clear  and  balmy,  an  indigo 
sky,  and  charming  fellowship  added  to  the 
delights  of  a  most  delightful  day. 

Tuesday  and  Wednesday  nights,  after  the  ses- 
sions, parties  were  arranged,  each  under  the  guid- 
ance of  an  officer,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting 
Chinatown,  a  small  part  of  the  city  as  regards 
area,  but  harboring  50,000  Celestials. 

We  were  first  given  a  general  idea  of  the  streets 
or  alleys,  lined  with  small  shops,  where  curious 
groceries  are  sold,  and  still  more  curious  meats 
and  vegetables ;  booths  where  we  saw  confections, 
books,  newspapers,  curios,  and  around,  above, 
and  below  the,  to  us,  cabalistic  red  scrolls,  all  as 
distinctly  Chinese  as  if  we  were  in  the  Flowery 
Kingdom. 

Suddenly  we  were  conducted  through  a  dark 
passage,  down  steep  and  narrow  stairs  to  the 
squalid,  crowded,  ill-smelling,  living  places  of 
these  human  beings ;  to  their  opium  dens,  mere 
closets  having  several  bunks,  in  each  of  which 
lies  a  Chinaman  in  different  stages  of  intoxication ; 
to  the  public  kitchen,  to  see  the  blind  woman  and 
the  disgusting  Chinese  idiot  It  was  a  relief  to 
again  reach  the  street  where,  foul  as  the  air  was,  it 
seemed  like  purity  itself  compared  with  that  of 
the  subterranean  haunts. 

The  restaurant  was  a  pleasant  surprise,  with  its 
beautiful  lacquered  chairs  and  tables,  its  dainty 
china,  real  tea,  and  strange  sweetmeats.  From 
here  we  went  to  the  Joss  House,  but  recently 
finished  and  gorgeous  with  its  bronze  and  gilt 
carvings  and  richly  embroidered  hangings. 

Our  last  visit  was  through  long  underground 
passages  to  the  theatre.  This  is  almost  indescrib- 
able. We  were  seated  on  the  stage  which  is 
entirely  without  scenery.  Near  us  was  the  orches- 
tra composed  of  a  gong,  cjrmbals,  a  violin 
resembling  a  croquet  mallet,  an  embryonic  banjo, 
the  whole  making  a  discordant  din,  which,  added 
to  the  falsetto  voices  of  the  actors,  made  one 
think  of  the  infernal  regions.  A  part  of  the  party 
viewed  the  closely  packed  audience  from  a  window 
at  the  back  of  the  stage,  where  they  looked  over 
the  heads  of  the  actors  who  were  some  ten  feet 
beneath  them.  After  visiting  the  "green  room" 
to  see  the  robes  heavy  with  gold  and  silver 
embroidery,  we  left  the  building,  and  returned  to 
the  American  city  via  Murderer's  Alley  and  the 
the   Chinese    Dupont    street,   having  been  sur- 


feited with  Chinese  men,  women,  and  children, 
shops,  dens,  and,  above  all,  the  all-pervading, 
monopolizing,  come-to-stay  Chinese  odor. 

Thursday  afternoon  Rev.  C.  W.  Wendte,  Dr. 
S.  H.  Melvin,  Dr.  B.  A.  Rabe,  Miss  Coolbrith, 
Messrs.  H.  F.  Peterson,  J.  C.  Rowell,  C.  B.  Mor- 
gan, J.  B.  McChesney,  S.  G.  Hillborn,  J.  A. 
McKinnon,  and  J.  £.  McElrath  met  us  at  the  Palace 
Hotel  to  conduct  us  to  Oakland,  where  elaborate 
preparation  had  been  made  for  our  entertainment. 

The  University  of  California  at  Berkley  was 
first  visited,  President  Kellogg  welcoming  his 
guests,  and  President  Green  returning  thanks. 
An  hour  and  a  half  was  spent  in  enjoying  the 
art  gallery,  library,  and  university  buildings,  when 
much  to  our  regret  we  were  obliged  to  again 
take  wing. 

Returning  to  Oakland,  a  brief  visit  to  the  library 
preceded  a  ride  to  Piedmont  Heights.  At  5.30 
p.  M.  we  entered  the  spacious  and  beautifully- 
appointed  home  of  the  Starr  King  Fraternity,  a 
most  ideal  memorial  of  a  man  who  — 


«< 


The  truth  half  jesting  half  in  earnest  flung ; 

The  word  of  cheer,  with  recognition  in  it, 
The  note  of  alms,  whose  golden  speech  outning 

The  golden  gift  within  it." 


After  being  pleasantly  received  by  many  cul- 
tured citizens,  we  were  led  to  the  dining-room, 
where  a  ravenous  appetite,  gained  during  the  long 
ride,  was  more  than  satisfied.  The  inner  man 
appeased,  adjournment  was  made  to  the  parlors, 
where  pleasant  addresses  were  made  by  Rev.  C. 
W.  Wendte,  Dr.  Melvin,  and  President  Green. 
This  delightful  informal  reception  was  followed 
by  a  business  session,  when  carriages  conveyed  us 
to  the  train  in  time  for  the  9.30  boat  for  San 
Francisco. 

Friday  evening  was  devoted  to  a  banquet  at  the 
Palace  Hotel,  the  close  of  a  most  delightful  series 
of  entertainments.  This  final  act  was  planned  by 
Mr.  Horace  Wilson  and  carried  out  to  perfection 
in  every  detail.  The  beautiful  flowers  and  fruits 
arranged  with  artistic  carelessness,  the  banks  of 
palms  and  foliage  plants,  the  brilliantly-lighted 
white-and-gold  room,  the  hidden  orchestra,  all 
conspired  to  make  a  veritable  fairy  land. 

The  unique  menu,  a  fac-simile  of  the  outer  page 
of  the  Library  journal,  brought  as  to  earth  again,' 
and  it  was  nearly  eleven  when  Mr.  F.  J.  Symmes, 
as  toastmaster,  stopped  the  merry  conversation 
with  a  few  well-chosen  remarks.  President  Green 
replied. 

Toasts  were  then  responded  to  by  Dr.  Linder- 
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felt.  Dr.  Nolan,  Mr.  Irving  M.  Scott,  Professor 
Kellogg,  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Bowker. 

The  hour  of  twelve  brought  with  it  a  realizing 
sense  that  we  were  to  leave  San  Francisco  early 
in  the  morning. 

To  adequately  describe  the  entertainment  ten- 


dered us,  would  require  a  gifted  pen  and  many 
pages  of  the  Journal.  In  the  words  of  one  of  the 
best  and  busiest  of  our  colleagues,  "  I  would  not 
have  missed  it  for  anything.  It  was  thoroughly 
enjoyable,  and  will  furnish  food  for  pleasant  rem- 
iniscences a  long  time  to  come.'* 


PUBLIC   RECEPTION  IN  THE   PALACE   HOTEL. 


MONDAY  EVENING,  OCTOBER   12. 


Mr.  J.  Vance  Cheney  called  the  meeting  to 
order  and  introduced  Rev.  Dr.  Wendte  of  Oak- 
land, saying :  — 

The  shadow  is  always  crawling  on  the  bright 
place,  even  in  this  sunny  land.  At  the  last 
moment,  I  learn  that  Gen.  Barnes,  who  was  to 
deliver  the  address  of  welcome,  is  prostrated  by 
illness.  This  is  a  severe  disappointment;  but  it 
must  not  be  thought  that,  on  this  prolific  shore, 
all  hangs  upon  any  one  man.  I  shall  introduce 
presently  one  (his  modesty  forbids  my  mentioning 
his  name  till  the  proper  time)  who  will  convince 
you  instantly  that  many  a  tongue  among  us  is 
tipped  with  the  hallowed  fire.  I  shall  say  but 
enough  to  decently  bid  him  step  forward. 

No  words  of  mine  or  another  are  needed  to 
assure  you  of  your  welcome.  Did  we  not  meet 
you,  at  the  boundary  line  of  our  great  State,  with 
the  true  hospitality  of  the  wild, —  with  the  fish 
from  our  waters  and  the  game  from  our  hills; 
and,  a  little  later,  did  not  our  capital  city  chariot 
you  up  and  down  its  flowery  ways,  its  chief  officer 
heading  the  procession  ?  And  thereafter  did  not 
a  gallant  band  escort  you  with  due  honor  down 
here  into  the  wind  and  fog  ?  Ay,  have  not  the 
very  elements  conspired  with  us  to  give  you  greet- 
ing? Last  night  the  rejoicing  of  the  under-gods 
was  such  as  to  shake  these  solid  walls. 

An  American  poet,  years  ago,  styled  our  State 
"  the  leopard  of  the  splendid  hide. "  Our  leopard 
was  wilder  then  than  now ;  we  have  led  her  down 
from  her  haunts  on  the  brown  and  yellow  hills, 
and  it  is  only  too  evident  that  she  can,  on  occa- 
sion, kneel  submissively  in  the  presence  of  beauty 
and  chivalry.  Yes,  our  leopard  begins  to  respect 
the  keeper's  hand;  still  we  have  need  of  you 
tamers  from  the  East  who  have  come  to  give  her 
such  lessons  as  you  may  in  the  course  of  a  short 
week.  We  expect  much  from  the  next  seven 
days ;  indeed,  it  may  be  that  when,  three  or  four 
thousand  years  hence,  some  Flinders  Petrie 
unwraps    the    mouldy  swathings    of    this    once 


glorious    State,  his    eye  will  pause  with  special 
delight  on  this  bright  little  point  of  her  history. 

But,  members  of  the  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation, that  you  may  know  just  how  welcome  you 
are,  I  must  introduce  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Wendte  of 
Oakland. 

Dr.  Wendte  welcomed  the  Association  in  a 
fluent  speech,  which  unfortunately  was  not 
reported. 

President  Green  said :  — 

Your  welcome  is  cordial  and  warm ;  its  cor- 
diality and  warmth  are  only  equalled  by  the  sin- 
cerity of  our  gratitude.  I  thank  you  in  the  name 
of  the  members  of  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion, and  of  all  the  librarians  of  the  country,  and 
of  the  towns,  cities,  and  States  which  they  rep- 
resent. We  come  from  Connecticut,  Rhode 
Island,  and  Massachusetts,  from  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania,  from  Indiana  and  Illi- 
nois, from  Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  and  from 
other  States  of  the  Union,  including  those  on  this 
coast,  and  we  come  one  and  all  in  hearty  apprecia- 
tion of  the  warm-hearted  and  generous  hospitality 
of  the  citizens  of  San  Francisco  and  California. 

Among  the  remembrances  of  my  boyhood  are 
the  stirring  accounts  which  appeared  in  the  news- 
papers of  the  battles  of  the  Mexican  war.  I 
call  to  mind  the  fact,  as  I  stand  here  tonight,  that 
it  was  a  native  of  Worcester  and,  at  the  time, 
a  citizen  of  Massachusetts,  who  at  the  beginning 
of  that  war  gave  the  order  to  the  commander  of 
the  naval  squadron  on  this  coast  to  take  posses- 
sion of  California  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States.  I  refer,  of  course,  to  George  Bancroft, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  the  Cabinet  of  President 
Polk,  and  historian  of  the  United  States. 

I  carry  the  history  of  this  great  State  of  Cali> 
fornia  in  my  memory.  As  I  think  of  the  earlier 
incidents  in  its  history  and  remember  the  crises 
through  which  it  has  since  passed,  I  am  filled  with 
renewed  confidence  in  the  conservative  character* 
istics  of  human  nature,  as  shown  in  the  manifesto- 
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tions  of  the  character  of  the  better  portions  of  the 
American  people.  Once  aroused  we  grapple  in  a 
death  struggle  with  the  elements  of  disorder,  and 
the  contest  is  sure  to  end  in  victory  for  what  is 
highest  and  best. 

As  I  think  of  what  has  occurred  in  this  State,  I 
am  forcibly  reminded  of  the  great  picture  of  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds,  called  the  Infant  Hercules.  In 
that  picture  the  limbs  and  stature  of  the  child  are 
those  of  a  babe,  but  they  are  instinct  with  strength. 
The  face,  too,  manifests  a  determined  spirit.  The 
infant  holds  in  either  hand  a  serpent  which  it  is 
crushing. 

The  better  portion  of  the  people  of  this  State 
crushed  out  the  disorder  and  vice  that  existed  here, 
and  in  the  place  of  chaos  and  iniquity  established 
order  and  virtue. 

I  well  remember,  sir,  the  days  of  1849.  ^y 
father  fitted  out  two  men  who  came  here  to  dig 
for  gold.  This  gold  pencil,  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand,  was  given  to  me  in  the  same  year  by  a  gen- 
tleman who  made  a  pet  of  me  in  my  boyhood, 
just  as  he  started  to  come  here  in  a  vessel  which 
went  around  Cape  Horn.  It  is  inscribed  "T.  H. 
S.  to  S.  S.  G."  I  am  very  sorry  that  Thomas  H. 
Sclby  is  not  here  tonight  to  welcome  us,  as  I  am 
sure  he  would  be  were  he  alive.  He  came  here, 
was  successful  as  a  merchant,  and  so  won  your 
confidence  and  esteem  that  you  made  him  Mayor 
of  the  city. 

In  the  early  days  of  California  we  sent  you  from 
the  East  some  of  the  choicest  of  gifts.  We  sent 
you  large  numbers  of  well-trained  young  men.  I 
need  not  remind  you  that  Thomas  Starr  King, 
whose  public  services  you  have  always  appreciated, 
was  a  gift  from  Massachusetts. 

What  we  gave  you  in  days  gone  by  you  are 
returning  to  us  today. 

We  never  can  forget  how  gloriously  you  came 
forward  during  the  civil  war  and  poured  your  gold 
into  the  treasury  of  the  nation. 

As  a  distinguished  citizen  here  has  just  estab- 
ished  a  university  in  this  State,  so  another  gentle- 
man, formerly  resident  here,  has  founded  an  insti- 
tution of  the  highest  importance  in  Central 
Massachusetts,  in  the  city  of  Worcester.  I  refer, 
of  course,  to  Jonas  G.  Clark  and  Clark  Uni- 
versity. After  serving  California  and  San  Fran- 
cisco faithfully  as  a  citizen,  in  his  quiet  way,  doing 
what  Starr  King  did  more  publicly  to  keep  this 
State  loyal  to  the  Union,  he  left  here,  and  after 
traveling,  and  living  in  New  York,  went  home  to 
his  native  county  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts, 
and  settled  in  its  chief  town. 


There  he  has  endowed  an  institution  which  has 
been  in  existence  for  two  years  and  which  shows 
vigorous  life,  the  central  idea  of  which  is  to 
afford  a  place  where  the  whole  body  of  instructors 
and  students  shall  be  made  of  men  every  one  of 
whom  is  engaged  in  making  investigations  and 
aiming  to  add  to  the  sum  of  human  knowledge. 

Nobody  is  admitted  to  the  university  who  is 
not  an  enthusiastic  and  advanced  student,  and 
everybody  connected  with  it  is  engaged  in  original 
research.  For  Jonas  G.  Clark  who  is  spending, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  country,  a  fortune  the 
foundation  of  which  was  laid  here,  we  thank  you 
most  heartily. 

In  former  days  some  persons,  residents  else- 
where, thought  that  our  country  could  dispense 
with  New  England. 

There  was  a  time,  sir,  when  there  was  much 
talk  about  a  Pacific  republic. 

What,  sir,  could  a  bird  do  without  its  wings? 
How  could  the  mutilated  creature  fly  onwards  and 
upwards  ? 

What  a  country  would  this  be  without  New 
England  and  the  States  on  the  Pacific  coast  I 

New  England  is  bound  to  California  by  bands 
of  iron,  and  these  pass  over  the  breasts  of  our 
sister  States. 

But  they  are  bound  together  and  united  with 
those  sister  States  by  the  still  stronger  bonds  of 
respect  and  affection. 

God  bless  Massachusetts  and  California.  God 
bless  our  whole  country. 

A  LIBRARIAN'S  DREAM. 

BY  JOHN  VANCB  CHBNSY. 

The  catalogue  finished,  I  slipped  away  — 

Farewell,  it's  ho  for  a  holiday  I 

I  pitched  my  tent  by  a  mountain  stream, 

And,  lulled  by  the  water,  fell  in  a  dream. 

Slow  rose  a  building,  solemn,  old, 

A  dingy  building,  crammed  and  cold, 

Wherein  sat  toiling,  wan  and  lean, 

A  spectacled  man,  huge  books  between. 

Busier  by  far  than  the  man  of  the  law 

Once  on  a  time  Dan  Chaucer  saw. 

'*  Enough,  enough !  the  night  is  come, 

I  go,"  he  cried,  "  to  the  wife  at  home." 

He  spoke  and  paused,  gazed  wistfully  round. 

And  spoke  again  —  'twas  a  feeble  sound : 

*'  Before  I  go,  look  kindly  down, 

Bless  me,  ye  mighty  in  renown ; 

From  shelf  to  shelf,  you  know  how  true. 

Long  years  have  I  looked  up  to  you." 

I  said  to  myself,  'tis  a  pitiful  sight. 

The  grizzled  man  in  the  dismal  light ; 

And  how  came  his  voice  so  far  and  faint  ? 

There's  something  about  him  that  smacks  of  the  saint. 
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■liter  OB  Inrk  or  oose, 
e,  it  MC^tfd,  «Ik»  had  ottered  vord 
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JPhhttMpbcn,  propbeta,  of  every  damut, 

t!K  koor  of  davB  oa  the  InLsof 

dowa.  as  ooiy  the  ki^iy  can, 
dastered  abo«:  the  qaeer  litt> 
Sidt.  XeoopboBy 
Hafiz.  Anacreoo. 

r,  Ferdasi,  >Esop,  aad  Bkm, 
of  Baa  that  the  world  sets 
Cesar  and  Soarates, 
CoafiiciBS,  Boddha,  Sophodes, 
Jaatphai,  Philo,  Pioleaij  Soter  — 
Xo  shadow  of  ■ortal  was  ever  devocer — 
Lhry  aad  Virfil  and  Taaso  and  Dante, 
Aad  he  of  the  kaifbt  on  his  food  Rosinante ; 
Aad  these  were  but  dnMren  compared  with 
Startfiai^  fflajt  priautivc  brochen, 
Who  anst  have  floarisbcd,  if  Natare  had  'ca, 
la  the  reifB  of  his  Serpentship  aad  Adaa. 
Shakrsprafe  I  saw,  aad  Rabelais, 
Aad  Newtoa,  and  Sfihoa,  aad  Baooe  aad  Graj, 
Hcnchel  and  Herrej,  DeQiuBcy  and  Laab, 
AH  shapes  of  the  mishtj,  all  you  coold  craai 
la  a  list  as  loof  as  a  Norway  aiile  ; 
Aad  every  soul  of  *eBi  weaiios  a  smilet 
A  saule  of  Messing,  which  golden  ran 
An  V9tx  the  queer  little  spectacled  nan. 
Never  before  was  creature  of  dnst 
Encircled  by  shapes  so  exceeding  august ; 
Never  was  greater  obeisance  paid 
To  BMirtal  being*  monarch  or  maid. 
They  bowed  and  they  smiled  and  the  time  went  on ; 
I  looked  —  lo,  every  shape  was  gone ! 
Aad  ia  their  places  there  stormed  a  band 
Of  the  Hght  peculiar  to  sea  and  land, 
Un-Wordsworthian  wfaoUy,  a  crowd 
Which  rushed  so  fierce  and  bowled  so  lood 
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And  so  dftey  plied  him,  aad  after  aad ; 
There  isn't  an  aoceat  ia  aay 
Bat  over  aad  over  *twas  raa; 
Tamahaoas,  tembie  latcnogatioa, 
Eaoo^  for  a  SoloaKm*s  raaaatkm. 
I  coanted  up  to  a  millioa  askd  stopped; 
But  what  did  the  worn  saiat  do?    He  dropped 
la  his  chair,  uadiachiag  took  shock  after  shock 
Withoot  so  mach  as  a  glance  at  hb  dock. 
He  answered  em,  ytsk^  by  Peter  aad  Paal, 
Serendy  he  answered  *em,  oae  and  alL 
His  dinner  at  siz,  'twas  now  qaite  elevea. 
Bat  there  he  sat,  as  the  aaiats  sit  ia  Heavca ; 
The  friend,  the  peer,  of  the  shades  on  the  wall, 
There  he  sat  with  aa  aaswcr  for  all. 
Sat  wise  and  calm,  tipped  back  ia  his  ^air. 
This  very  boor  I  shoald  look  for  him  there 
Were  it  aot  that,  up  ia  the  hills  by  the  stream, 
I  woke,  and  he  slipped  throogjh  the  doorway  of 
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Before  the  regular  session,  the  Rev.  C.  H. 
Wkndte,  Pastor  of  the  First  Unitarian  Church, 
addressed  the  company  in  the  reception  room. 

It  seems  my  duty  to  act  as  a  substitute  for 
others  who  do  not  put  in  an  appearance.  It  is  a 
pleasant  obligation  to  address  a  few  words  of 
welcome  on  behalf  of  the  citiiens  of  C>Akland  and 
members  of  the  Starr  King  Fraternity,  and 
especially  for  those  engaged  in  the  noble  ct>urse 
of  library  work,  to  tender  you  a  hearty  welcome 
to  our  city  and  our  hospitalities.  I  have  been 
asked  some  questions  about  our  young  city,  and 
if  you  will  pardon  me  for  a  matter  of  advertising, 


I  will  give  yoQ  a  few  facts.  Oakland  is  a  yotmger 
dty  than  San  Francisco;  it  has  perhaps  70,000 
people.  It  is  a  pleasant  city  to  live  in,  a  city  of 
homes,  schools,  and  churches.  We  have  the  larg- 
est Congregational  church  on  this  coast,  whose 
pastor,  Dr.  McGee  is  with  as ;  we  hsTe  the  larg- 
est Presbyterian  church,  the  largest  Methodist, 
and  so  on.  The  seminaries  of  learning,  Berkeley, 
you  visited  this  morning;  we  have  institutions  of 
learning  for  the  young  men  of  this  coast;  at 
Berkeley  we  have  a  school  under  a  professor 
whom  many  of  you  have  known  in  the  East  in 
past  \*ears.    Some  of  his  teachers  are  here  this 
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evening.  We  have  high  schools,  grammer  schools, 
and  so  on,  which  I  wish  you  could  baye  seen  more 
of  as  you  traveled  about  today.  We  have  factories 
of  various  kinds,  iron  works,  refining  works,  car 
shops  —  we  have  a  large  plant  in  this  Western 
city,  and  some  day  this  will  be  the  Brooklyn  of  this 
State.  Oakland  and  San  Francisco  will  correspond 
to  Brooklyn  and  New  York.  We  think  this  is  a 
very  pleasant  place  to  live  in. 

As  to  the  library,  we  have  one  with  us  this 
evening  who  can  speak  on  that  subject,  and  I 
shall  call  upon  him  presently.  Your  presence 
with  us  has  given  us  a  great  impetus.  We  are 
informed  that  it  is  the  intention  of  one  or  two 
wealthy  persons  in  our  community  to  found  some 
institution  among  us,  and  we  hope  and  trust  that 
one  of  these  may  be  the  public  library  of  our  city. 

Miss  Ina  D.  Coolbrith,  librarian  of  the 
Public  Library  of  Oakland,  read  a  poem. 

IN  THE  LIBRARY. 

Who  say  these  walls  are  lonely,  these. 

They  may  not  see  the  motley  throng 
That  people  it  as  thick  as  bees 

The  scented  dover-beds  among. 

They  may  not  hear  when  footfalls  cease, 

And  living  voices  for  a^ile. 
The  speech,  in  many  tongues  and  keys, 

Adown  each  shadowy  aisle. 

Here  are  the  friends  that  ne*er  betray; 

Companionship  that  never  tires ; 
Here  voices  call  from  voiceless  clay, 

And  ashes  dead  renew  their  fires. 

For  death  can  touch  the  flesh  alone ; 

Immortal  thought,  from  age  to  age 
Lives  on,  and  here,  iu  varied  tone. 

It  speaks  from  nuny  a  page. 

Here  searching  History  waits, —  the  deeds 

Of  man  and  nations  to  rehearse ; 
Here  clear-eyed  Science  walks  and  reads 

The  secrets  of  the  universe. 

Here  lands  and  seas,  from  pole  to  pole. 

The  traveler  spreads  before  the  eye ; 
Here  Faith  unfolds  her  mystic  scroll 

The  soul  to  satisfy. 

Here  Homer  chants  heroic  Troy, 

Here  Dante  strikes  the  harp  of  pain. 
Here  Shakespeare  sounds  the  grief,  the  joy. 

Of  all  of  human  life  the  strain. 

Alone  and  silent  ?    Why,  'tis  rife 
With  form  and  sound !    The  hosts  of  thought 

Are  dwellers  here ;  and  thought  is  life. 
Without  it  earth  and  man  were  not. 

To  war  and  state-craft  leave  the  bay, — 

A  greater  crown  to  these  belongs: 
The  rulers  xA  the  world  are  they 

Who  nuke  its  books  and  soogt. 


Dr.  Melvin,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  Public  Library,  said :  — 

It  would  be  manifestly  improper  for  me  to 
detain  you  with  any  extended  remarks,  if  it  had 
been  my  pleasure  to  do  so,  further  than  to  say 
that  we  enjoy  your  visit  very  much,  and  on  behalf 
of  the  trustees  we  extend  to  you  a  cordial  invi- 
tation to  our  city  and  hope  we  shall  see  some  of 
you  again  before  we  leave.  I  di.d  not  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you  this  afternoon  and  accom- 
panying you,  but  I  am  told  you  saw  part  of  our 
city,  and  I  hope  you  enjoyed  it.  It  is  quite  a  new 
thing  for  us  to  have  a  visit  from  librarians  —  some- 
thing unique  in  fact.  We  have  had  representa- 
tives here  from  scientific  bodies,  political  and 
non-political  bodies;  so  many  that  conventions 
coming  to  this  coast  excite  but  little  attention. 
But  it  is  different  with  librarians.  We  never 
have  had  a  visit  from  librarians  from  all  parts  of 
the  Union  before,  and  our  people  have  taken 
much  interest  in  your  trip. 

Dr.  Wendte  has  spoken  to  you  of  some  things 
we  have  here ;  it  has  occurred  to  me  I  might  sup- 
plement his  remarks  by  telling  you  of  some  things 
which  we  have  not  here.  For  instance,  we  have 
here  no  blizzards  of  any  sort,  and  very  rarely  any 
lightning ;  no  extremes  of  heat  or  cold.  We  do 
not  happen  to  have  Plymouth  Rock,  but  we  have 
the  Seal  Rocks,  and  we  think  we  have  the  most 
enjoyable  climate  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  I 
hope  you  will  enjoy  it  fully,  and  that  we  may  have 
reason  to  feel  that  some  of  you  will  return  again 
to  remain  permanently.    (Applause). 

Pres.  Green. —  I  thank  you,  Mr.  Wendte,  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  and  through  you  the  citizens  of 
Oakland,  for  this  hospitable  reception.  You  have 
spoken  of  the  library  here  as  not  being  so  good  as 
you  desire.  We  certainly  have  found  it  a  very 
cosey  and  attractive  place.  It  is  also  certain  that 
you  only  have  to  become  aware  of  the  value  that  a 
library  can  be  to  the  community,  to  induce  you  to 
make  it  larger  and  to  give  it  the  means  of  doing  a 
great  work  in  the  city. 

But  there  are  only  a  few  minutes  before  we  must 
begin  our  regular  meeting,  so  I  must  say  no  more. 
Then,  too,  the  dinner  was  so  good  and  I  partook  so 
heartily  of  it,  that  really  I  am  too  full  for  utter- 
ance. We  were  very  hungry  and  you  fed  us. 
(Applause.) 

I  could  speak  better  in  a  humorous  than  a  seri- 
ous vein.  It  has  occurred  to  me,  as  I  looked 
around  in  the  hall  above  and  saw  how  many  libra- 
rians there  are  here,  that  if  those  officers  are  such 
a  blessing  as  we  claim  that  they  are,  many  commu- 
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nities  in  the  East  must  be  suffering,  now  that  we 
are  ail  here  in  California. 

There  was  a  wit  in  Boston,  who  said  that  if  peo> 
pie  were  very  good,  when  they  died  they  would  go 
to  Paris ;  now  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
if  we  are  considered  worthy  of  reward  when  we  die, 
the  thing  we  should  desire  most,  after  leaving  the 
"States  or  cities  in  which  we  are  now  engaged, 
would  be  to  come  through  the  Golden  Gate  to 


San  Francisco  and  Oakland.  Once  more,  gentle- 
men, I  thank  you  most  heartily  on  behalf  of  the 
American  Library  Association,  for  the  very  cor- 
dial reception  you  have  given  us  and  for  the  ro3ral 
hospitality  you  have  extended  to  us.  (Applause.) 
Mr.  Wendtr. —  I  always  thought  librarians 
were  slow  and  not  quick  of  speech,  but  I  have 
listened  to  President  Green  on  several  occasions 
within  the  past  few  days  and  find  I  was  mistaken. 
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Mr.  Symmes. —  Liidies  and  gentlemen  and  mem' 
bers  of  the  American  Library  Association :  Owing  to 
remarkable  modesty  on  the  part  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Banquet  Committee,  it  has  devolved  upon  me, 
as  an  appointee  under  him,  to  preside  upon  this  oc- 
casion, and  I  start  with  this  explanation  of  the 
honor  which  has  devolved  upon  me.  I  thank  you 
for  the  attention  which  you  have  given  up  to  this 
moment  to  the  services  which  have  been  rendered 
by  the  Banquet  Committee,  and  I  trust  that  you 
will  be  equally  attentive  for  the  few  moments 
which  we  expect  to  occupy. 

My  chief  instructions  from  the  Banquet  Com- 
mittee were,  not  to  make  a  long  speech;  and 
certainly  nobody  else  will  make  one  that  will 
bore  anybody  else. 

We  desire  to  extend  to  you,  now  that  your  duties 
are  over,  a  cordial  welcome,  and  we  hope  by  this 
meeting  to  impress  upon  you  the  fact  of  its  cordi- 
ality. 

It  is  related  that  once  upon  a  time,  when  a  cer- 
tain people  were  about  to  elect  a  new  ruler  or  gov- 
ernor, they  agreed  mutually  among  themselves, 
that  he  should  be  their  chief  who  first  of  all,  upon 
a  certain  day,  should  behold  the  rays  of  the  rising 
sun.  Accordingly,  upon  the  morning  of  the  day 
appointed,  they  gathered  with  great  anxiety  and 
earnestness  and  looked  out  upon  the  eastern  skies. 
With  one  exception,  however ;  one  man  turned  his 
back  upon  the  rising  sun  and  looked  west  with 
equal  anxiety.  Whereupon  the  others  laughed  at 
the  idea  that  he  should  look  in  a  western  direc- 
tion for  the  light  which  was  supposed  to  come 
from  the  east.  But  nevertheless,  when  the  sun 
rose  in  his  glory,  he  first  painted  with  his  rays  the 
western  hills,  and  this  man,  of  all  the  company, 
was  the  first  to  behold  the  rays  of  the  rising  sun. 
Now,  when  you  left  your  eastern  homes,  in  the 
centre  of  civilization  and  culture  and  refinement, 
to  come  and  visit  as  in  this  far-away  west,  it 
perhaps  seemed  to  you  equally  absurd  that  yon 


should  find  out  here  anything  which  might  en- 
lighten you.  It  has,  therefore,  been  the  special 
aim  of  the  Library  Committees  here  and  of  the  few 
citizens  who  have  joined  them  in  their  efforts  to 
entertain  you,  to  enable  you  to  behold  such  a  rise 
of  civilization  and  culture  and  refinement  as  we 
have  here  with  us  to  develop. 

We  have  completed  our  attentions,  so  far  as  we 
have  been  able  to  give  them,  for  the  reason  that 
your  time  is  now  over  and  you  are  about  to  leave 
us,  and  this  is  the  conclusion  of  the  attentions 
which  we  have  been  able  to  give. 

I  have  it  upon  the  authority  of  Mr.  RowelU  that 
the  Right  Honorable  Mr.  Gladstone  once  gave 
this  definition  of  the  word  "  Deputation,"  as  "  a 
multitude,  signifying  many  but  not  much."  It  has 
been  held  that  the  American  Library  Association 
can  be  considered  a  deputation,  not  in  that  light, 
however,  but  as  an  organization  consisting  of 
**  much,  but  not  very  many."    (Applause.) 

On  behalf  of  the  American  Library  Association, 
therefore,  we  shall  ask  your  honored  President, 
Mr.  -Green,  to  address  us. 

President  S.  S.  Green.  —  Ladies  and  gentle^ 
men:  I  remember  a  story  of  a  good  clergyman 
who,  being  entertained  on  a  certain  occasion,  when 
he  came  to  dinner  found  two  turkeys  on  the  table 
and  two  kinds  of  pies,  and  I  don*t  know  how  many 
other  sorts  of  good  things.  When  he  saw  the  boun- 
tiful repast  that  was  spread  before  him,  he  was 
moved  to  exclaim  in  saying  grace,  "  Ob,  bountiful 
Jehovah,  we  thank  Thee  for  all  these  blessings." 
He  was  so  pleased  with  the  fare  that  he  concluded 
to  stay  two  or  three  days  in  the  family  of  his  host. 
The  next  day  for  dinner  there  was  only  one  turkey 
and  one  kind  of  pie.  That  day  his  grace  was,  **  Oh, 
Lord,  teach  us  to  be  thankful  for  all  thy  favors." 
The  next  day  there  was  nothing  but  turkey  hash 
and  no  pie  at  all,  and  he  prayed  piteously,  '*  Oh, 
Lord,  teach  us  to  strive  to  be  thankful."  We 
have  some  fear  that  with  all  the  luxuries  with 
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which  you  have  regaled  us  the  past  week,  you  will 
suffer  when  we  go  away,  but  we  trust  that  as  you 
will  have  the  productive  soil  of  California  left 
to  you,  you  will  not  be  forced  to  "strive  to  be 
thankful." 

Two  or  three  months  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
visiting  Quincy,  Massachusetts,  on  the  invitation 
of  Mr.  Charles  Francis  Adams,  in  a  party  led  by 
Senator  Hoar  of  Worcester,  and  made  up  of  offi- 
cers of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  which 
has  its  headquarters  at  Worcester,  and  of  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  which  has  its 
headquarters  in  Boston.  We  were  taken  to  see 
the  house  in  which  John  Adams,  the  second 
President  of  the  United  States,  was  bom,  and 
the  house  where  John  Quincy  Adams  was  born. 
We  were  taken  to  the  church,  in  the  basement  of 
which  are  buried  the  remains  of  those  two  Presi- 
dents, and  Mr.  Adams  opened  the  vault  in  which 
they  are  contained,  saying  that  he  was  not  aware 
that  it  had  been  opened  since  the  remains  of 
John  Quincy  Adams  were  placed  there.  Then  we 
sat  down  to  lunch  in  Mr.  Adams*  house  in  Quincy, 
and  afterwards,  having  visited  several  graveyards 
in  Quincy,  were  conducted  to  the  house  of  Mr. 
Adams'  father,  the  late  Charles  Francis  Adams, 
who  served  as  our  Minister  to  England  during  the 
Civil  War.  There  we  were  shown  a  building  in 
the  rear  of  the  house  in  which  are  contained  the 
archives  of  the  Adams  family :  the  diary  and 
correspondence  of  John  Adams,  the  diary  and  cor- 
respondence of  John  Quincy  Adams,  and  the  diary' 
and  correspondence  of  Charles  Francis  Adams. 
In  that  building,  sir,  we  had  the  history  of  the  east- 
ern portion  of  our  country  and  of  New  England. 

This  afternoon  I  was  taken  to  a  little  building 
in  a  distant  part  of  this  city  and  shown  a  collec- 
tion which  Mr.  Bancroft  has  made :  the  archives 
of  this  Pacific  Coast.  I  congratulate  you,  sir, 
that  here  on  this  Pacific  Coast  the  archives  of 
this  portion  of  the  republic  are  being  carefully 
preserved,  and  that  under  the  guidance  of  Mr. 
Bancroft  an  epitome  of  them  is  being  presented 
to  the  world  in  printed  form. 

It  is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  American  Library  Association  that 
they  have  been  received  with  so  much  kindness 
here  in  San  Francisco.  This  is  the  centre  of  men- 
tal activity  in  California,  and  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent the  centre  of  political  activity  in  this  great  com- 
monwealth. Hence  the  pleasure  we  have  felt,  sir, 
because  you  have  been  moved  to  show  us  so  great 
kindness,  and  because  you  felt  us  worthy  of  the 
royal  hospitality  which  we  have  enjoyed. 


There  is  a  little  story  of  the  late  Charles  Dick- 
ens, one  of  the  lesser  known  of  his  stories,  '*  The 
Haunted  Man,"  which  describes  an  institution  in 
the  dining-room  of  which  there  was  a  portrait  un- 
der which  was  the  motto,  *'  Lord,  keep  my  memory 
green."  We  have  made,  sir,  in  this  city  and  in 
California,  many  acquaintances  and  some  friends. 
It  is  our  sincere  hope,  this  evening  when  we 
are  parting  from  the  city,  that  our  memory  may 
remain  green  in  your  hearts.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  Symmes.  —  I  think  Mr.  Green  need  not  ex- 
press or  feel  any  anxiety  about  our  going  hungry 
after  he  leaves.  I  think  he  might  well  be  reminded 
of  the  story  of  the  darkey  who  was  questioning  the 
efficacy  of  prayer.  He  said  that  it  depended  a 
great  deal  upon  the  prayer,  and  that  the  efficacy 
of  prayer  depended  largely  upon  a  man's  discrim- 
ination. He  said,  "  Now,  if  I  pray  for  a  chicken 
the  Lord  is  not  going  to  bring  me  a  chicken,  but  if 
I  pray  the  Lord  to  send  me  after  a  chicken,  I  gets 
one  every  time."  The  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation have  been  here  and  they  have  gotten  their 
chicken,  such  as  it  is. 

We  recognize  the  fact  that  you  have  today 
placed  at  the  head  of  your  Association  for  the 
coming  year,  and  honored  with  the  highest  honors 
which  you  have  to  give,  Dr.  Linderfelt  of  Mil- 
waukee.    (Applause.) 

Now,  we  are  a  long  way  from  Milwaukee,  and  it 
is  not  as  well  known  here  as,  perhaps,  some  Mil- 
waukee people  think  it  is.  It  is  chiefly  known  out 
here  for  its  supply  of  a  most  excellent  beverage. 
We  will  ask  Mr.  Linderfelt  to  tell  us  where  Mil- 
waukee is. 

Dr.  Linderfelt.  —  Lttdies  and  Gentlewien^ 
Citizens  of  San  Francisco :  It  is  a  great  pleasure 
to  me  to  stand  here  to-night  as  the  representative 
of  a  municipality  which  your  chairman  has  justly 
designated  as  distant,  and  that  I  have  been  al- 
lowed to  come  out  here,  bringing  with  me  the 
greetings  of  our  fair  city  on  the  shores  of  the  great 
inland  sea,  to  this  other  fair  city,  behind  whose 
hills  the  sun  sets  at  night,  only  to  rise  again  in  re- 
newed glory  out  of  the  ocean  that  laves  the 
eastern  coast  of  this  our  common  country. 

You,  Mr.  Chairman,  have  intimated  that  you 
need  to  be  told  where  Milwaukee  is,  and  that  it  is 
known  here  chiefly  for  the  beverage  you  take  so 
kindly  to  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  I  infer  that 
the  mention  of  Milwaukee  instantly  conjures  up 
before  the  mental  vision  of  the  Californian  a 
foaming  beer  mug.  Well,  we  do  use  the  hops  and 
the  malt  to  good  advantage,  but  at  the  same  time 
I  wish  to  say  emphatically  that  we  have  other 
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things  and  make  other  things  in  Milwaukee 
besides  beer.  It  is,  in  fact  my  honest  opinion, 
and  in  spite  of  my  friend  across  the  table,  who 
has  just  warned  me  not  to  say  it,  I  will  proclaim 
it  feaf lesslv,  that  next  to  San  Francisco  there  is 
not  another  place  on  this  continent  equal  to  Mil- 
waukee ;  next  to  California  there  is  not  a  State  in 
the  Union  equal  to  Wisconsin.    (Applause.) 

And  the  mention  of  Wisconsin  brings  to  my 
mind  the  shock  I  received  when,  on  my  arrival, 
one  of  the  gentlemen  here  present,  who  is  at  the 
head  of  one  of  your  foremost  libraries,  coolly  and 
unblushingly  located  Milwaukee  in  the  State  of 
Idichigan.  Not  that  I  want  to  disparage  in  any 
way  our  sister  State  across  the  unsalted  'sea,  since 
that  would  immediately  bring  me  into  conflict 
with  my  friend  from  Detroit,  but  I  do  think  Wis- 
consin is  fully  able  to  take  care  of  her  own.  If 
he  had  placed  us  within  the  confines  of  Illinois,  I 
should  have  thought  it  less  strange,  for  we  of  Mil- 
waukee have  long  been  accustomed  to  be  consid- 
ered merely  an  outlying  ward  of  our  grasping 
neighbor  on  the  south  ;  and  it  is  not  entirely  be- 
yond the  range  of  possibility  that  Chicago  may 
yet  **  take  us  in,"  in  order  to  improve  the  general 
average  of  her  citizens.  Well,  you  all  know  Chi- 
cago, know  what  she  is  and  what  she  aims  to  be, 
and  that  you  don*t  know  Milwaukee  equally  well 
is  due  entirely  to  the  singular  modesty  which  is 
the  most  distinguishing  trait  of  her  inhabitants. 
And  this  modesty  prompts  us  on  all  occasions  to 
concede  the  first  place  to  somebody  else,  a  trait  of 
which  I  have  already  unwittingly  given  you  an  ex- 
ample.   Not  so  with  Chicago. 

I  have  a  friend  in  Chicago  who  has  two  lovely 
little  girls,  eight  and  ten  years  of  age.  They  went 
to  Boston  a  few  years  ago  to  visit  a  relative,  and 
while  there  some  callers  entertained  themselves 
talking  to  these  little  folks  from  the  West,  and 
among  other  things  said,  "  You  must  see  a  great 
many  things  in  Boston  you  have  not  in  Chicago  ? " 
The  girls  opened  their  eyes,  and  the  elder  asked, 
in  astonishment,  "  What? " 

"You  have  not  the  ocean,  for  instance  !" 

"  Oh,  but  we  have  the  lake  ! " 

"  But  that  is  not  as  big  as  the  ocean." 

•*  It  looks  just  as  big." 

"  But  you  certainly  have  not  any  mountains." 

"  Mountains !  If  we  wanted  any  we'd  make 
them  I " 

Now,  that  is  the  kind  of  hairpin  a  Chicagoanis, 
even  while  a  child.  A  Milwaukeean  would  have 
conceded  the  point  at  once. 

And  yet,  while  not  considering  Milwaukee  and 


the  universe  synonymous  terms,  we  are  proud  of 
our  city,  proud  of  our  men,  proud  of  our  women  1 
You  should  see  Milwaukee  nestling  among  shady 
bowers  on  her  seven  hills,  overlooking  a  bay  that 
has  been  compared  with  the  celebrated  Bay  of 
Naples  for  beauty ;  her  streets  lined  with  homes  of 
men  and  muses,  her  valleys  teeming  with  industry, 
and  these  industries  more  varied  and  extensive 
than  any  other  dty  of  its  size  in  the  country.  And 
as  for  those  who  make  up  the  dty,  I  dare  say  there 
is  not  one  person  present  in  this  room  who  will 
dispute  that  we  have  the  right  to  be  proud  of  our 
men,  when  I  call  to  your  minds,  ladies  and  gentle- 
men, that  the  gentleman  whom  you  have  called  to 
fill  the  Governor's  chair  in  the  great  State  of  Cali- 
fornia until  a  few  years  ago  was  an  honored  citi- 
zen of  the  Cream  City.    (Applause.) 

I  am  told  that  this  banquet  is  somewhat  of  an 
innovation  in  your  beautiful  city  of  San  Francisco, 
in  so  far  as  ladies  are  not  usually  present  at 
gatherings  of  this  kind.  In  Milwaukee,  on  the 
contrary,  we  would  not  know  how  to  get  along 
without  our  women ;  we  must  have  them  by  our 
side,  to  share  our  joys  as  they  share  our  sorrows. 
And  what  men  can  do  in  Milwaukee,  women  can 
do.  Men  will  have  their  clubs  to  keep  them  busy 
of  an  evening,  and  our  Milwaukee  women  have  a 
flourishing  women's  club,  which  has  been  a  guid- 
ing-star for  similar  institutions  throughout  the 
entire  country.  When  a  home  was  wanted  for 
that  dub,  the  women  started  a  stock  company, 
and  they  put  up  a  building  and  furnished  it  with- 
out invoking  the  aid  of  a  man  in  the  whole  enter- 
prise. They  made  it  one  of  our  notable  edifices, 
which  has  become  the  centre  of  the  literary  and 
intellectual  life  of  the  city ;  and  what  is  more,  it 
pays  its  stockholders  handsome  dividends.  Can 
you  match  this  in  California  ? 

I  am  afraid  I  am  going  beyond  the 'time  that  I 
ought  to  have,  particularly  as  it  has  been  devoted 
mostly  to  self-glorification  ;  and  I  shall  tax  your 
patience  only  a  few  minutes  longer,  while  I  thank 
you  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  San  Francisco,  both 
on  my  own  behalf  and  on  behalf  of  the  whole 
Library  Association,  and  to  assure  you  that  your 
warm  welcome  to,  and  generous  reception  of,  what 
President  Kellogg  termed  the  "circulating  libra- 
rians," have  made  it  impossible  for  us  ever  to  for- 
get our  trip  to  California. 

I  have  seen  many  cases,  in  my  day,  of  California 
fever,  and  I  have  always  had  a  slight  contempt  for 
the  unfortunates  thus  attacked ;  but  after  seeing 
what  this  country  has  done  for  you  and  what  you 
have  done  for  the  country,  I  begin  myself  to  feel 
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severe  symptoms  of  that  disease.  Its  most  evident 
effect  is  a  desire  to  live  in  California,  but  if  our 
reception  continues  to  the  end  as  it  has  begun,  I 
fear  you  will  have  to  bury  me  in  California.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

Mr.  Symmes.  —  Dr.  Linderfelt  has  alluded  to  the 
remarkable  circumstance  that  we  find  ladies  pres* 
ent  at  a  banquet  of  this  kind,  which  fact  I  have 
no  intention  to  ignore,  but  I  was  afraid  that  the 
Presidents  might  feel  that  they  should  be  first 
recognized. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  certainly  never  be- 
fore in  this  building,  and  I  question  if  ever  on 
this  coast,  has  there  been  an  entertainment  of 
this  kind,  graced,  as  this  has  been,  by  so  many  fair 
women. 

It  is  a  favorite  method  of  the  mathematician, 
when  he  wishes  to  discover  the  true  value  of  any 
quantity,  to  map  out  a  theory  and  then  follow  out 
his  conclusions.  Did  it  ever  occur  to  you,  my 
friends,  what  a  forlorn  and  desolate  condition  this 
globe  would  be  in  if  it  had  not  been  for  women  ? 
Can  you  imagine  the  condition  of  our  poor  old 
Adam,  wandering  alone  in  the  Garden  of  Eden, 
companionless,  without  any  woman  to  pluck  his 
apples  for  him,  or  to  throw  the  blame  upon,  when 
he  found  they  were  bitter  and  sour  ?  Think  of 
poor  little  Moses;  he  might  have  been  floating  up 
and  down  among  the  bulrushes  yet  but  for  the  fair 
woman  who  came  to  his  relief.  And  we  need  not 
go  so  far  back  as  that,  but  look  to  our  own  later 
times.  Think  of  the  long  line  of  American 
Smiths;  where  would  they  be  today  had  it  not 
been  for  that  dear  little  Indian  girl,  Pocahontas  ? 

Without  the  ladies,  what  light  would  be  lost 
throughout  the  libraries  all  over  the  country ;  and 
when  we  realize,  as  well  we  may,  our  dependence 
upon  them,  the  pleasures  and  joys  which  we  have 
with  them,'  certainly  we  cannot  overlook  the  honor 
which  they  have  conferred  upon  us  by  their  attend* 
ance  here  tonight.  If  I  mistake  not.  Dr.  Nolan, 
of  Philadelphia,  is  a  man  who  has  learned  to  appre- 
ciate the  ladies,  librarians  or  otherwise.  I  call 
upon  Dr.  Nolan. 

Dr.  Nolan. —  Ladies  and  Gentlemen :  We  were 
received  at  an  inconveniently  early  hour  in  the 
morning,  by  the  good  Samaritans  from  Sacramento, 
who  came  to  us  at  Truckee,  laden  with  the  fruits 
and  flowers  of  the  soil.  They  brought  us  roses, 
chrysanthemums,  grapes,  pears,  figs,  and  last,  but 
not  least,  salmon  and  quail.  The  latter  was  after- 
wards placed  on  toast.  Since  that  time  until  the 
present  moment,  or  until  a  very  few  moments  ago, 
everything  was  so  gracious,  graceful,  well-consid- 


ered and  well-ordered,  that  not  only  were  those 
men  from  Sacramento,  but  all  the  men  we  have 
met  in  California  were  Sacramento  men,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  they  are  evidently  outward  signs 
of  an  inward  grace. 

But  our  toastmaster  has  made  the  first  break,  in 
calling  upon  me  to  respond  to  the  toast.  I  do  not 
know  how  to  do  it.  In  the  first  place,  our  toast- 
master  has  spoken  some  of  the  best  things  I  wa» 
going  to  say  and  appropriated  them  to  himself. 
He  has  spoken  of  the  obligations  of  Mrs.  Adam, 
formerly  called  "  Eve,"  to  Mr.  Adam,  and  of  our 
little  friend  Moses  to  the  daughter  of  Pharoah,  in 
taking  him  out  of  the  water  to  save  him  from  a 
watery  grave,  and  doubtless  other  incidents  would 
have  occurred  to  him,  as  they  might  have  occurred 
to  me,  if  I  had  had  more  time  to  think  about  it. 
(Laughter.) 

In  view  of  the  dreadful  experience  that  I  knew 
I  would  undergo  in  considering  the  proper  lan- 
guage to  use  on  this  occasion,  my  first  intention 
was  to  decline  positively  and  absolutely  to  go  into 
the  room,  when  I  knew  that  I  would  be  called 
upon  to  speak  upon  "The  Women,"  but  in  view  of 
the  wonderful  kindness  and  attention  we  have  ex- 
perienced at  the  hands  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
San  Francisco  Committee,  and  in  view  of  the  very 
satisfactory  bill  of  fare  that  we  have  been  called 
upon  to  discuss,  I  thought  that  I  would  have  to 
be  guided  by  the  words  of  Luther  at  the  Diet  of 
Worms,  when  he  declared,  "  I  can  take  no  other 
course." 

Mr.  Jackson  would  be  a  far  better  man  to  call 
upon  to  speak  to  the  toast  of  '*  The  Ladies."  I 
have  never  had  any  experience  in  this  direction ;  I 
am  a  practitioner  —  a  poor  practitioner  of  medi- 
cine ;  I  am  afraid  my  clients  sometimes  find  me  a 
poor  practitioner,  but  not  always.  Nevertheless,  I 
am  not  entirely  without  resources.  When  I  find 
myself  in  a  predicament,  I  can  generally  find  my 
way  out  of  it.  This  occasion  is  not  an  exception 
to  the  rule.  When  called  upon  I  immediately 
looked  about  for  assistance  and  I  went  to  a  lady 
and  entreated  her  to  act  as  special  providence  on 
this  occasion.  She  prepared  something  for  me, 
and  I  now  have  the  pleasure  of  responding  to  the 
toast  of  "  The  Ladies."  (Producing  manuscript.) 
I  will  endeavor  to  deliver  the  lines  with  an  im- 
pressiveness  worthy  of  the  subject : 

"  Under  the  divine  guidance  of  this  charming 
toast,  my  tongue  feels  its  inadequate  ability  to 
express  the  devoted  sentiments  of  an  overflowing 
heart.  Beneath  the  lovely  radiance  of  the  beam- 
ing eyes  and  witching  smiles  which  surround  as 
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that  you  have  broken  through  the  solid  lines  of 
business  and  carried  on  your  meetings  under  such 
a  roof  as  this,  surrounded  by  flowers  and  fruits, 
and  the  fairest  product  of  any  land,  the  ladies. 
Neither  do  I  yield  to  our  friend  from  Milwaukee, 
that  the  people  of  his  city  are  more  gallant  than 
we  are.  While  you  of  Milwaukee  were  building 
houses  in  which  women  had  no  share,  we  were 
taking  into  full  partnership  all  our  wives  and 
endowing  them  with  one-half  of  all  our  accumula- 
tions. California  is  making  no  show  in  buildings, 
but  on  her  laws  she  has  grafted  the  central  truth, 
that  woman  is  the  equal  of  man  and  entitled  to 
the  same  rights  and  to  a  full  share  of  all  that  is 
accumulated  in  their  partnership. 

I  speak  not  only  to  Milwaukee,  but  to  all  the 
cities  that  cluster  around  the  lakes  on  the  north, 
or  the  ocean  on  the  east,  and  I  tell  our  other 
friends  that  Califomians  left  the  land  where  pie  is 
a  luxury ;  we  have  better  things  than  turkey  and 
beans  and  pie ;  we  have  the  teeming  fruits  and 
flowers  and  all  that  belongs  to  a  land  that  blos- 
soms with  milk  and  honey,  and  we  ask  all  of  you 
people  from  those  regions  where  pie  is  a  luxury 
and  beans  are  an  absolute  necessity,  to  come  over 
and  spend  the  winter  with  us.    (Applause.) 

Alluding  to  the  labor  question,  in  the  modem 
system  of  economy,  where  the  telegraph  is  an 
instrument  of  every-day  use,  a  man  telegraphs  to 
save  time.  There  is  no  employment  so  impor- 
tant in  the  economy  of  the  present  civilization  as 
that  of  the  librarian,  for  the  time  has  passed  when 
any  man  can  afford  to  crowd  his  brain  with  dry 
statistics  which  are  better  kept  in  books,  to  which 
we  can  refer  with  greater  assurance  of  accuracy 
than  to  any  man,  however  learned,  however  inde- 
fatigable he  may  be  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge. 
To  the  great  libraries  we  turn  at  the  hour  and  the 
time  when  they  are  needed.  We  have  in  this 
growth  of  the  modern  library  and  its  association 
with  other  indispensable  adjuncts,  the  librarian. 
We  no  longer  turn  over  our  leaves  in  searching 
for  facts,  but  we  ask  for  the  librarian  and  we  tell 
him  what  we  want ;  he  tells  us  to  look  on  shelf  A 
for  volume  B,  page  lo,  and  paragraph  2,  as  the  case 
may  be,  and  get  what  we  want.  It  is  absolutely 
indispensable  that  with  the  great  libraries  of  to- 
day, and  the  great  economizing  of  time  and  space, 
and  the  great  crowding  of  great  events  into  a 
small  space,  and  of  the  gradual  shortening  of  the 
diameter  of  the  earth,  and  of  the  methods  of  inter- 
course, that  we  should  have  a  librarian  who  can 
at  once  put  his  finger  upon  the  topic  which  is 
wanted)  and  give  us,  not  only  the  best  book,  but  the 


best  paragraph  at  the  least  possible  expenditure  of 
time  and  trouble.  That  is  what  your  libraries 
have  produced,  a  phenomenal  man.  Why,  the 
librarian  of  that  sacred  library  at  Washington  can 
multiply  eleven  figures  in  his  bead,  besides  quoting 
every  paragraph  in  astronomy. 

Now,  the  libraries  which  you  have  been  super- 
vising, the  dissemination  of  this  great  fund  of  infor- 
mation which  you  are  engaged  in  collecting,  are 
becoming  better  understood  and  better  known. 

Mr.  Scott  referred  to  his  experience  in  the  British 
Museum  in  London,  some  years  ago,  and  the  great 
improvements  made  in  British  libraries  since  then, 
mentioning  their  system  of  cataloguing  and  taking 
care  of  the  books.    He  then  said  : 

You,  as  librarians  of  the  United  States,  have  a 
duty  which  you  owe  to  your  fellow-citizens  in 
showing  that  intelligence  of  which  the  library  it- 
self is  an  exponent,  by  inducing  the  highest  pos- 
sible circulation,  and  in  giving  the  greatest  amount 
of  information  to  every  mother's  son  who  is  aspir- 
ing for  fame. 

And  believing  that  you  are  competent  to  take 
care  of  this  great  matter,  and  that  these  meet- 
ings are  full  of  interest  and  full  of  learning  and 
progress,  we  of  California  welcome  you  all  from 
all  the  lakes  and  rivers  and  States ;  I  say  unto 
you,  with  all  respect,  come  over  and  see  us  and 
bring  your  wives  and  your  daughters,  for  we  are 
100,000  women  short  in  this  State.    (Laughter). 

Mr.  Symmes. —  Of  course  you  all  recognize  that 
one  of  the  most  important  requisites  to  the  progress 
and  improvement  of  the  nation  is  popular  instruc- 
tion. Next  to  that  I  think,  perhaps,  you  are  will- 
ing to  admit  that  universities,  colleges,  and  other 
centres  of  information  can,  perhaps,  be  rated.  We 
have  with  us  tonight  the  President  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  California,  an  institution  of  which  we  are 
exceedingly  proud,  an  institution  which  is  un- 
doubtedly the  most  valuable  and  important  of  any 
upon  our  coast.  I  ask  you  to  listen  to  a  few  words 
from  President  Martin  Kellogg,  of  the  University 
of  California. 

Pres.  Kbllogg.  —  Mr.  Chairman^  LadUs  and 
Gentlemen :  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  see  the  faces 
of  the  librarians.  Certainly  the  universities  and 
libraries  and  higher  educational  institutions  are 
all  very  closely  connected;  they  are  all  bound 
up  in  one  bundle  and  look  toward  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  community.  Here  in  California  we 
are  glad  now  to  feel  that  great  progress  has  been 
made.  I  remember  the  time  when  there  were  not 
many  libraries  in  California.  There  were  a  few 
private  libraries,  like  that  of   Judge  Hoffman, 
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who  lived  in  this  city,  and  those  of  some 
gentlemen  who  have  passed  away,  that  were 
noted  for  their  excellence,  but  very  few  libra- 
ries existed  in  this  State,  and  few  institutions  of 
learning.  Their  time  had  not  yet  come.  But  far 
back  in  past  years  there  were  a  few  men  who  looked 
forward  to  the  time  when  universities,  colleges, 
academies,  and  high  schools  should  exist,  and  now 
they  have  won.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of 
progress,  and  this  year,  1891,  has  witnessed  a  very 
remarkable  event.  The  university  that  existed  is 
not  now  alone ;  another  university  has  been  placed 
alongside  of  ours,  and  we  feel  that  now  it  will  be 
like  Oxford  and  Cambridge  in  England,  or,  if  you 
choose,  like  Harvard  and  Yale  in  New  England. 
These  two,  emulating  each  other  in  all  good 
works,  will  efficiently  forward  the  power  of  educa^ 
tion  more  rapidly  than  either  one  would  have 
done  alone.  We  believe  that  the  time  which 
remains  of  this  century  will  be  productive  of  good 
to  California,  as  well  as  to  other  States. 

The  President,  a  few  years  ago,  began  to  speak 
to  the  young  men  under  his  care,  to  prepare  them 
to  be  messengers  of  truth  in  the  century  to  come. 
And  now  we  are  in  the  ninth  decade  of  the  19th 
century.  Some  of  our  Regents  of  the  University 
have  been  assigned  to  terms  that  reach  far  ov^r 
into  the  next  century  —  sixteen  years  is  their  term 
of  office.    How  near  we  are  to  that  dividing  line  I 

It  seems  to  me  that  when  the  20th  century 
opens,  it  will  not  be  in  quiet,  and  with  no  throb  of 
feeling  from  a  people  who  desire  the  best  things 
for  themselves  and  their  race,  but  that  there  will 
be  a  great  outburst  of  feeling,  a  shout  arising,  as 
it  were,  to  Heaven  that  there  has  never  been  such 
progress  in  all  the  past  here  on  this  coast  and 
throughout  the  American  nation.  Is  it  not  so  ? 
I  believe  California  will  not  be  left  behind.  I 
believe  California  will  take  its  part ;  that  it  will 
stand  among  the  foremost  States  then. 

How  old  is  the  Library  Association,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident ? 

Pres.  Green. — Fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Kellogg. — You  will  not  come  to  San 
Francisco  again  very  soon.  There  are  so  many 
other  places,  so  many  places  like  Milwaukee,  that 
think  themselves  the  center  of  the  Union,  the  Li- 
brary Association  will  have  to  go  to  them,  to  many 
cities,  and  see  many  men,  like  Ulysses  of  old,  be- 
fore it  comes  again  to  San  Francisco.  But  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  when  it  does  come  again,  it  will  see  a 
far  different  state  of  things.  If  you  had  come  in 
1849,  ^^  ^^^  y^^^  immediately  succeeding,  you 
would  have  seen  little  to  remind  you  of  the  educa- 


tional feeling  known  in  the  Eastern  States ;  yoa 
would  have  seen  little  of  those  things  here,  but 
when  yon  come  again  to  San  Francisco  I  trust 
you  will  find  California  in  the  front  rank  of  States. 
There  is  a  spirit  here  that  has  received  an 
impulse  within  the  last  few  years,  an  evolution, 
a  force  patiently  at  work  underneath  the  con- 
suming forces  prevalent  within  the  State,  and 
this  has  been  powerful  for  good  and  now  is 
beginning  to  tell.  And  more  and  more,  as  the 
years  pass,  there  will  be  seen  here  in  California 
progress  in  all  that  has  to  do  with  the  welfare  of 
man. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  horse  races  that  are  at- 
tended from  day  to  day  are  the  best  things  in 
California ;  I  do  not  believe  that  the  speculation 
upon  our  streets  is  the  best  thing  to  be  seen  here. 
I  do  believe  that  while  these  things  last  there  will 
be  also  in  the  community  things  which  are  better 
and  which  appertain  to  the  immortal  mind  of  man ; 
that  these  things  are  the  things  which  are  to  pre- 
vail in  California.  While  some  of  us  will  not  be  here 
when  we  next  meet,  some  will  be  here.  Any  man 
and  any  woman  who  gives  his  presence  then — ask 
him  if  there  has  not  been  progress  here  on  this 
western  coast,  if  there  has  not  been  development. 
We  must  do  more  and  more  for  the  enlightenment 
of  the  States  along  this  coast,  for  the  enlighten- 
ment of  the  shores  beyond  the  seas,  of  the  na- 
tions with  which  our  commerce  brings  us  in  con- 
tact, with  the  nations  with  which  our  internal 
commerce  brings  us  into  intercourse  even  to 
the  Atlantic  shore.  I  firmly  trust  that  will  be 
the  case.  I  believe  in  the  future  of  California.  I 
do  not  believe  in  egotism  or  boasting  on  the  part 
of  the  people  of  California.  I  believe  this  is  to  be 
one  of  the  great  empire  States  of  the  Union,  and  I 
am  thankful  that  we  see  our  friends  here  tonight. 
I  wish  I  could  go  with  them  to  see  some  of  the 
libraries  they  have  built  up  in  old  New  England, 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  the  rest  of 
the  States.  I  know  they  are  doing  a  great  work 
for  our  nation.  I  bid  them  God  speed  in  the 
efforts  that  they  make.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  Symmes. — We  realize  that  yoa  have  to  make 
an  early  start  in  the  morning,  and,  while  we  feel 
that  we  have  many  other  good  men  among  us 
whom  we  should  like  to  call  upon  to  say  a  few 
words  to  you  in  the  interest  of  California,  such  as 
the  Mayor  of  the  city  and  an  ex-Mayor,  the  mem- 
ber of  Congress  and  the  new  judge,  and  that  we 
have  not  begun  to  display  our  talent  yet,  I  remem- 
ber that  it  was  a  part  of  the  contract  that  I  should 
not  bore  you  nor  let  any  one  else  do  so.   Therefore 
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we  shall  close  our  entertainment  by  simply  asking 
you  to  wait  £or  one  more  speaker.  We  think  it 
would  be  well  to  turn  upon  us  the  electric  light 
of  one  of  your  editors  and  publishers,  one  who,  if 
he  is  like  all  the  editors  we  know,  will  speak  the 
truth  and  perhaps  shame  the  devil.  He  will  not 
be  afraid  to  say  anything  he  likes  and  we  promise 
to  put  up  with  it.  We  will  ask  Mr.  R.  R.  Bowker 
to  tell  us  what  he  thinks  of  us. 

Mr.  Bowker.  —  Mr.  President^  Ladies  and  Gen- 
tUmen  of  San  Francisco:  When  midnight  is  near 
and  the  roses  of  the  banquet  begin  to  fade,  al- 
though I  am  told  that  the  roses  of  California  never 
fade,  he  speaks  best  who  speaks  least,  and  I  am 
rather  disposed  to  quote  Mr.  Hale  and  say  that,  on 
the  whole,  there  has  been  so  much  said  and  so 
well  said,  that  I  will  not  further,  occupy  the  time. 
But  I  have  been  asked  to  say  good-bye,  and  to  say 
a  word  as  to  what  we  have  seen  and  as  to  what  we 
of  the  Library  Association  think  of  California  and 
our  California  hosts.  I  cannot,  after  the  numer- 
ous scriptural  allusions  of  the  evening  to  Adam, 
to  Moses,  and  to  quail,  which  we  did  not  expect  to 
hear  in  this  biblical  land,  suggest  the  striking  out, 
between  sacred  and  profane  history,  of  much 
which  we  have  had  an  object  lesson  of  at  your 
hands. 

The  ancient  Israelites  passed  forty  years  getting 
through  a  very  small  piece  of  desert,  and  when 
they  reached  (he  promised  land  and  the  mountain- 
tops  which  overlooked  it,  they  had  to  send  out  spies 
to  bring  back  to  them  the  grapes  of  Israel.  We 
passed  through  what  used  to  be  the  Great  Ameri- 
can Desert,  that  is  now  marked  only  by  a  spot  on 
the  map,  in  a  few  hours,  and  instead  of  sending 
out  spies  we  found  the  inhabitants  of  the  promised 
land  coming  to  us  with  grapes  to  which  the  grapes 
of  Israel  could  not  have  been  a  circumstance. 
And  when  from  that  splendid  height  of  Cape 
Horn  we  looked  down  upon  the  land  of  promise, 
we  were  sure  that  no  people  before  the  Americans 
had  looked  upon  such  a  landscape  for  their 
promised  land.  And  when  descending  to  the 
plains  we  reached  the  land  of  promise,  we  found 
it  already  a  land  of  fulfillment.  A  generation  ago 
you  found  your  gold  below  the  surface ;  now  you 
are  finding  your  golden  harvests  on  the  richest 
soil  that  has  been  given  to  man,  and  you  are  look* 
ing  forward  to  that  greater  harvest  which  grows 
six  feet  above  ground,  the  harvest  of  brain. 

It  has  been  a  great  pleasure,  not  a  surprise,  but 
a  great  and  growing  pleasure  to  see  how  much 
attention  California  has  given  to  the  intellectual 
development  of  your  State  and  to  the  country.    It 


is  the  librarian's  honor  and  pleasure  to  serve  in 
the  development  of  that  harvest.  It  is  the  libra- 
rian's aim,  and  particularly  of  those  librarians 
gathered  in  this  American  Library  Association,  to 
be  the  great  saving  instrument  and  to  amplify  a 
frequent  motto  of  our  Association.  The  American 
Library  Association  works  *'  to  give  the  best 
views  to  the  greatest  number  of  people  at  the 
least  cost,  with  the  least  trouble  and  in  the  short- 
est time." 

We  are  glad  to  find  here  in  the  city  of  San 
Francisco  a  staff  of  librarians  whose  equals  we 
have  scarcely  found  in  any  city  which  we  have 
reached ;  and  I  say  that  in  all  sincerity  and  with 
no  tinge  of  insincere  flattery.  If  the  visit  uf  this 
Association  helps  you  to  appreciate  more  fully 
the  men  you  have  about  you,  to  assist  them  more 
heartily  in  their  work  of  helping  to  develop  brain, 
we  shall  be  glad  we  have  come. 

We  hope  that  another  result  of  our  visit  will 
be  the  formation  of  a  library  association  in  this 
State,  that  will  make  you  all  feel  how  useful  an, 
association  is  in  this  work  of  development. 

Let  me  call  your\ittention  to,  perhaps,  the  most 
interesting  fact  about  this  Association,  in  con- 
nection with  other  national  associations  of  its 
kind ;  that  these  journeys  from  one  city  to  another 
are  knitting  together  with  golden  threads,  giving 
to  it  a  closeness  of  texture,  making  it  a  cloth  of 
gold,  such  as  no  other  nation  has  been.  It  is 
time,  sir,  to  say  good-bye.  I  cannot  tell  you  what 
we  think  of  California,  because  it  will  take  to- 
day, tomorrow,  and  the  day  after,  and  all  the 
time  until  we  leave.  We  say  good-bye  in  the  old 
English  sense,  and  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  that, 
though  to  some  of  us  California  seemed  a  long  way 
off,  California  will  ever  be  very  near  to  us,  and  as 
we  leave  this  land  of  gold,  with  its  magnificent 
approach  at  the  Golden  Gate,  our  memories  of  it 
will  be,  to  the  end  of  our  days,  golden  memories. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Symmes. —  As  the  hour  'of  midnight  ap- 
proaches, it  seems  wise  that  we  should  close  our 
proceedings  at  this  time;  we  will  therefore  now 
adjourn. 

The  guests  present  were : 

OSNTLKMEN. 

Badlam,  Alexander.  Layman,  Jos.  D. 

Baker,  L.  L.  Linderfelt,  K.  A. 

Barnes,  Gen.  W.  H.  L.  Morgan,  C.  B. 

Bauer,  Emil.  Morrow,  Judge  W.  W. 

Bean,  John  D.  McChesney,  J.  B. 
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Beckwith,  Daniel. 
Bigelow,  S.  C. 
Bowker,  R.  R. 
Boyd,  C.  M. 
Brady,  Henry  J. 
Cheney,  John  Vance. 
Clark,  George  T. 
Cleary,  A. 
Cloudesley,  W.  F. 
Cooke,  H.  H. 
Coues,  Prof.  Elliott. 
Cutter,  Charles  A. 
Catting,  Gen.  John  T. 
Dana,  John  C. 
Davis,  Chas.  H. 
Day,  Clinton. 
Doxey,  William. 
Dudley,  C.  R. 
Easton,  Wendell. 
Ewing,  Robert. 
Fletcher,  W.  1. 
Gale,  Prof. 
Gilmore,  L.  6. 
Goodwin,  William. 
Green,  S.  S. 
Greenblatt,  Moses. 
Halladie,  A.  S. 
Harkness,  H.  W. 
Hild,  F.  H. 
Jellison,  A.  M. 
Jenks,  Rev.  H.  F. 
Johnson,  A.  J. 
Johnston,  D.  V.  R. 
Kellogg,  George  H. 
Kellogg,  Prof.  M. 


McNulty,  Bert. 
McWilUams,  J.  P. 
McKinnon,  J.  M. 
Nolan,  Dr.  E.  J. 
O'Connor,  Prof.  Hos. 
Perkins,  Dana. 
Peterson,  H.  F. 
Pond,  E.  B. 
Richardson,  Dr.  G.  M. 
Root,  A.  S. 
Rowell,  J.  C. 
Rudolph,  A.  J 
Sanderson,  Mayor. 
Scott,  A.  W. 
Scott,  Irving  M. 
Scudder,  S.  H. 
Shaw,  Geo.  T. 
Soule,  Prof.  F. 
Starbird,  A.  W. 
Stechert,  G.  £. 
Sutro,  Adolph. 
Symmes,  F.  J. 
Tanszky,  E. 
Terrill,«C.  C. 
Todd,  Prof. 
Utlcy,  H.  M. 
Wetherbec,  L.  B. 
Whelpley,  A.  W. 
Whitaker,  A.  E. 
WUson,  H.  L. 
Wilson,  Horace. 
Wire,  George  E. 
Woodruff,  E.  H. 
Wallis,  G.  H. 


illK  PRESS. 

Report. 
Wave. 

Chronicle. 

LADIES. 

Kirkland,  Miss  C.  S. 

Kumli,  Miss  liertha. 

Linderfelt,  Mrs.  K.  A. 

Lippett,  Miss  Julia. 

Macy,  Miss  L.  F. 

Marble,  Mrs.  E.  C. 

Metcalf,  Miss  Anna. 

Morrow,  Mrs.  W.  W. 

O'Brien,  Miss. 

Plummer,  Miss  M.  W. 

Pond,  Mrs.  E.  B. 

Prescott,  Miss  H.  B. 
Coolbrith,  Miss  Ina  D.     Rust,  Mrs.  M.  C. 
Coues,  Mrs.  E.  Rowell,  Mrs.  J.  C. 

Crooks,  Miss  Alice.         Rudolph,  Mrs.  A.  J. 
Cutler,  Miss  L.  S.  Scott,  Mrs.  A.  W. 

Davis,  Mrs.  Charles  H.   Scott,  Mrs.  Irving  M. 
Dexter,  Miss  I^ydia  A.     Shaw,  Mrs.  Geo.  T. 
Easton,  Mrs.  Wendell.    Sherman,  Miss  D.  K. 
Ewing,  Mrs.  Rob't.  Smith,  Mrs.  G.  R. 

Gilmore,  Miss  L.  S.  Soule,  Mrs.  F. 

Halladie,  Mrs.  A.  S.        Taft,  Miss  £.  A. 
Hancock,  Miss  C.  G.       Terrill,  Mrs.  C.  C. 
Harbaugh,  Miss  May  C.  Van  Zandt,  Miss  M. 
Harris,  Miss  Emma  G.    Wade,  Miss  E.  J. 
Hasse,  Miss.  Whelpley,  Mrs.  A.  W. 

Ilewins,  Miss  C.  M.  Whitaker,  Mrs.  A.  E. 

Hitchcock,  Miss  A.  G.     Wilson,  Mrs.  Horace. 


Argonaut. 
Examiner. 
Post. 
Call. 

Ahem,  Miss  M.  E. 
Allan,  Miss  Jessie. 
Badlam,  Miss. 
Baker,  Mrs.  L.  L. 
Barr,  Miss  Belle. 
Bauer,  Mrs.  Emil. 
Bean,  Miss  M.  A. 
Bigelow,  Mrs.  S.  C. 
Boyd,  Mrs.  C.  M. 
Beaver,  Miss  Kate. 
Cheney,  Mrs.  J.  V. 
Cole,  Miss. 


Jellison,  Mrs.  A.  M. 
Kelso,  Miss  Teresa. 


Younkin,  Miss  Lulu. 


FROM    SAN   FRANCISCO  TO   CHICAGO. 


BY  MISS  M..  E.  AHERN. 


It  was  a  party  somewhat  worn  out  bodily,  but 
still  fresh  in  enthusiasm,  that  left  San  Francisco  at 
9.30  A.  M.,  Saturday,  Oct.  17,  on  its  way  to  view 
the  wonders  that  lie  between  that  city  and  Mon- 
terey. For  about  two  hours  every  one  tried  to 
prove  to  his  neighbor  that  he  had  brought  away 
the  largest  amount  of  enjoyment  that  could  pos- 
sibly have  been  crowded  into  the  previous  week. 
The  route  lay  through  a  broken  but  very  pictur- 
esque part  of  the  country,  with  many  points  of 
interest  about  which  the  party  were  informed 
through  the  kindness  of  Mr.   Whitaker  of  the 


Mercantile  Library,  and  Gen.  Wilson  of  the  Me- 
chanic's Institute,  who  accompanied  the  librarians, 
and  laid  them  under  a  lasting  obligation  for  their 
unceasing  efforts  in  l>ehalf  of  the  comfort  and 
pleasure  of  the  A.  L.  A.  At  noon  the  party 
reached  the  Big  Trees,  where  they  were  met 
by  a  delegation  of  citizens  from  Santa  Cruz. 
An  appetizing  lunch  was  spread  under  the  shade 
of  the  forest  giants,  and  the  most  hearty  apprecia- 
tion of  the  genial  hospitality  of  the  good  people 
of  Santa  Cruz  was  very  manifest.  Very  happy 
after-speeches  were  made  by  the  Mayor  and  other 
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citizens  of  Santa  Cruz,  which  were  responded  to 
in  like  manner  by  Pres.  Green,  Mr.  Linderfelt,  and 
others.  A  stroll  through  this  grove  made  one  feel 
the  aptness  of  the  lines  which  declare  *'  The  groves 
were  God's  first  temples,"  as  the  majesty  and 
power  of  these  mighty  forest  giants  filled  the  soul 
with  wonder  and  admiration.  With  the  usual  bad 
taste,  names  of  distinguished  people  have  been 
given  to  various  trees,  so  that  visits  were  made  to 
Gen.  Sherman,  Gen.  Grant,  Jumbo,  and  to  Gen. 
Fremont's  Camp,  which  latter  is  entirely  lined 
with  cards  bearing  the  names  of  those  who  have 
been  there.  A  beautiful  stream  flows  through  this 
forest.  I  will  not  chronicle  the  pleasures  and 
mishaps  of  the  young  ladies  who  enjoyed  its  pel- 
lucid waters. 

After  we  had  been  subjected  to  the  magic 
power  of  the  camera,  the  journey  was  resumed, 
and  Santa  Cruz  was  soon  reached.  Two  of  the 
party  had  tramped  the  six  miles  from  Big  Trees 
through  a  romantic  cafion.  The  short  time 
between  trains  was  occupied  in  a  visit  to  the 
public  library  under  the  guidance  of  Miss  Water* 
man,  the  efficient  librarian.  Santa  Cruz  contains 
7,000  people  and  the  library  8,000  books.  While 
waiting  for  the  train  the  hospitality  of  the  Hotel 
on  the  Beach  was  extended  to  the  librarians,  and  a 
choice  collection  of  beautiful  flowers  was  placed 
at  their  disposal.  A  heavy  fog  came  up  which 
proved  nearly  disastrous  to  many  who  were  gath- 
ering up  the  shells  from  the  seashore,  for 
"Maud**  came  near  being  lost.  The  party 
reached  Monterey  about  7  P.  M.  After  dinner 
little  parties  of  twos  or  fours  started  out  to  enjoy 
the  moonlight  and  the  beautiful  grounds.  The 
fog  still  was  very  heavy,  and  so  no  one  knows  who 
it  was  that  was  lost  in  the  Maze,  or  who  it  was 
that  looked  out  for  Aunt  Lu,  but  certain  it  is  that 
much  unwritten  history  happened  under  cover  of 
that  fog.  All  that  art  can  do,  combmed  with  the 
most  profuse  luxuriance  of  nature,  makes  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Hotel  del  Monte,  the  choice 
garden  spot  of  the  Pacific  coast.  We  thoroughly 
enjoyed  the  grounds,  the  views,  the  beach,  and  the 
Long  Drive.  Visits  were  made  on  Sunday  to  the 
old  missions  founded  in  1770  by  Father  Junipero 
Serra,  which  by  the  liberality  of  Mrs.  Leland 
Stanford  are  in  good  repair. 

Early  Monday  morning  the  return  to  San  Fran- 
cisco was  made,  and  the  day  was  spent  in  viewing 
many  places  of  interest,  which,  in  the  press  of  busi- 
ness and  pleasures  of  the  week  before,  had  not  been 
visited.  Some  o^  the  party,  however,  stayed  in 
Monterey  to  take  the  "long  drive  "of  seventeen 


miles  along  the  shore,  one  of  them  taking  it  for  the 
second  time  with  even  increased  pleasure.  With 
many  pleasant  and  lasting  memories  of  San  Fran- 
cisco the  party  took  up  its  former  quarters  in 
"  Scotland  "  and  "  Belgium,"  and  at  10.00  P.  M., 
amid  hearty  good-byes  and  good  wishes  on  both 
sides,  left  for  the  tour  through  Southern  Cali- 
fornia. All  Tuesday  the  road  lay  through  the 
various  kinds  of  Californian  country.  Now  the 
land  was  fruitful,  covered  with  vines  and  fig  trees ; 
again,  we  were  climbing  the  mountains  going  round 
the  Loop  and  through  the  mountain  tunnels  and  over 
the  wastes  of  the  Mojave  Desert.  About  the  mid- 
dle of  the  afternoon  a  bare,  bleak  mountain  was 
pointed  out,  on  the  summit  of  which  rose  a  white 
cross,  and  a  librarian  from  the  region  thereabouts 
is  authority  for  the  statement  that  it  was  the  grave 
of  Ramona,  who,  according  to  another  account,  is 
still  alive.  This  is  the  region  from  which  H.  H. 
took  the  scenes  and  people  described  so  graphic- 
ally in  her  tale  of  wrongs  done  the  Indian. 

Tuesday  evening  Santa  Barbara  was  reached, 
and  a  stay  of  twenty-four  hours  made  in  one  of  the 
most  interesting  places  of  California.  Santa 
Barbara  lies  on  a  narrow  strip  of  land  facing  the 
sea,  and  some  beautiful  islands  on  the  south,  a 
picturesque  mountain  range,  about  5,000  feet  high, 
lying  some  two  miles  back  to  the  north.  The 
most  beautiful  sunset  that  was  seen  was  that 
watched  from  the  beach  at  Santa  Barbara.  The 
climate  is  equable  and  drowsy ;  rest  seems  to  fill 
the  air.  The  citizens  displayed  a  rather  peculiar 
hospitality  in  furnishing  carriages,  by  means  of 
which  the  day  was  pleasantly  spent,  but  denying 
to  the  librarians  the  pleasure  of  their  company. 
The  public  library,  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Rust,  the  old 
mission,  the  mammoth  grapevi/ie,  the  cliffs,  from 
which  there  were  magnificent  views,  and  the  Hard 
Road  were  visited  during  the  day.  When  the 
shades  of  Wednesday  fell,  the  party,  unlike  the 
Arab,  departed  with  song  and  noisy  laughter,  and 
was  seen  no  more  until  it  rested  by  the  sea  wave 
of  Santa  Monica  in  the  early  mom  of  the  next 
day.  A  stay  here  of  several  hours  was  employed 
by  some  in  gazing  into  the  calm  eye  of  the  festive 
ostrich,  which  is  '*  farmed  "  here,  and  by  others  in 
the  sportive  display  of  anatomy  among  the  foamy 
billows.  At  1 1  o'clock  the  train  pulled  out  with 
its  beaming  party  for  Redondo  Beach,  which  was 
reached  about  2  P.  m.  Some  of  the  party  stopped 
off  at  Los  Angeles,  and  they  will  always  have 
cause  for  regret  at  missing  the  pleasures  of  Re- 
dondo. The  surf-baths,  the  shark  which  was  drawn 
ashore  by  the  President  elect,  the  impromptu  dance 
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on  the  |2,ooo  floor,  the  moonlight  walk  through  the 
beautiful  gardens,  will  long  furnish  pleasant 
thoughts. 

The  early  morning  of  Friday,  October  23,  found 
the  party  ready  to  enjoy  the  genial  sunshine  and 
generous  hospitality  of  Pasadena.  Before  break- 
fast was  despatched  the  citizens  were  abroad  with 
fruit  and  flowers  and  bade  a  hearty  welcome  to 
the  tourists.  Carriages  were  in  readiness,  and  a 
pleasant  drive  of  three  hours  through  this  beauti- 
ful dty  and  its  suburbs,  out  to  the  Raymond  and 
back  through  the  Carr  place,  showed  good  reason 
for  its  popularity.  A  pleasant  little  visit  to  the 
public  library  enabled  the  librarians  to  meet  many 
of  Pasadena's  people  who  were  in  waiting  with 
fruit,  flowers,  smiles,  and  welcome.  Luncheon 
was  served  at  the  Green  Hotel  and  was  followed 
by  appropriate  speeches  from  Mr.  Masters,  Pres. 
Green,  Mr.  Whelpley,  and  others.  With  grateful 
feelings  for  a  very  pleasant  visit,  the  librarians 
proceeded  at  3.30  p.  m.  and  in  an  hour  found 
themselves  in  comfortable  quarters  at  the  West- 
minster Hotel  in  Los  Angeles.  Various  little 
excursion  parties  started  out  before  the  dinner 
hour,  and  visited  the  display  of  fruit,  flowers, 
vegetables,  etc.,  not  to  omit  the  babies  at  the  dis- 
trict fair,  the  Chinese  quarters,  the  churches,  and  a' 
part  of  Spanish  town.  To  say  the  entertainment, 
socially,  of  the  A.  L.  A.  here  was  in  the  hands  of 
Miss  Kelso  and  her  able  assistant  Miss  Hasse, 
declares  at  once  its  high  order.  A  very  elegant 
and  cordial  reception  of  the  A.  L.  A.  was  held  in 
the  evening  in  the  handsome  rooms  of  the  public 
library,  where  youth,  beauty,  and  intellect  bade  a 
hearty  welcome  to  this  vigorous  city.  A  late 
hour  found  the  party  wending  their  way  back  to 
the  Westminster, —  the  gentlemen  with  ghosts  of 
bright  eyes  and  echoes  of  silvery  voices  keeping 
company  with  their  reluctantly  returning  steps, 
and  the  young  ladies  wishing  Tempus  wouldn't 
fugit,  and  willing  to  '*  trade  off "  even  the  '*  Big 
Four  '*  for  some  of  the  gallant  gentlemen  who 
seemed  so  concerned  for  their  welfare.  Next 
morning.  Miss  K.  with  her  able  co-adjutants  were 
at  the  hotel  at  an  early  hour,  and  the  librarians 
were  taken  around  to  see  the  city.  Down  the 
wide  avenues  the  party  wended  its  way,  each 
carriage  with  some  fair  or  brave  resident  in  it,  to 
point  out  the  places  of  interest  or  beauty,  or  even 
to  "  give  a  tip  "  on  the  price  of  comer  lots.  The 
wonderful  stories  of  wealth  and  progress,  where 
just  a  few  years  ago  '*  the  rank  thistle  nodded  in 
the  wind.'*  were  amazing. 

At  noon,  with  many  regrets,  the  librarians  were 


compelled  to  say  farewell  to  Los  Angeles.  The 
train  rolled  on  during  the  afternoon  through  great 
fields  evidently  earlier  in  the  season  covered  with 
wheat,  stretching  as  far  as  the  eye  conld  reach. 
The  afternoon  was  spent  in  musing  over  the  pleas- 
ures of  the  past  few  days,  the  only  ripple  being 
caused  by  one  of  the  ladies  absent-mindedly  placing 
her  hat  outside  the  window.  It  was  carried  away 
on  the  wings  of  the  winds,  or  mayhap  by  the  wings 
on  its  side  exerting  themselves  once  more.  At  any 
rate,  it  was  two  days  before  she  saw  it  again.  As 
the  evening  came  on  the  whiff  of  the  Seabreeze 
became  more  perceptible,  and  as  the  darkening 
shades  of  night  appeared,  the  broad  expanse  of 
old  ocean  again  spread  its  billows  beside  the 
train,  but  was  soon  shut  out  from  view  by  a  dense 
fog  rolling  in.  At  the  beautiful  Hotel  del  Coro> 
nado  the  party  was  met  by  Miss  Younkin  and  a 
committee  of  San  Diego  citizens,  who  cordially 
welcomed  them  and  extended  the  freedom  of  the 
city.  A  charming  program  of  entertainments 
offered  and  a  badge  of  "  open  sesame  "  were  pre- 
sented to  each  of  the  party,  and  they  again  saw 
that  the  lines  were  falling  to  them  in  pleasant 
places.  In  the  evening  a  number  accepted  the 
invitation  of  the  Mizpah  Club  to  "  trip  the  light 
fantastic,"  and  Boston  again  vied  with  Chicago  in 
graceful  movement* 

Sunday,  Oct.  25,  was  undecided  what  kind  of 
weather  to  give  the  tourists,  and  by  turns  furnished 
fog,  smoky  cloudiness,  sharp  winds,  and  finadly 
flashed  the  sunlight  over  the  mountains  in  a  warm 
good  night.  The  day  was  variously  spent  by  differ- 
ent persons,  but  by  the  most  part  the  comforts  of 
the  hotel  and  a  good  rest  were  enjoyed.  In  the 
afternoon  many  of  San  Diego's  best  people  made 
friendly  calls  on  the  librarians.  In  the  evening  a 
party,  under  the  guidance  of  Major  Forney  and 
his  wife,  made  an  underground  tour  of  this  seven 
acres  of  hotel.  Wonder  and 'amazement  kept 
step  with  the  company  from  the  time  of  entrance, 
when  the  young  lady  with  an  historical  name» 
insisted  on  tasting  the  beautiful  red  liquid,  much 
to  her  after  regret,  through  the  cooling  rooms, 
through  the  electric  plant  into  the  ice  manufactory, 
where  the  process  was  shown  and  explained,  and 
out  again  on  the  beautifully-lighted  grounds.  The 
next  day  one  party  went  for  a  sail  in  the  yachts  on 
the  bay,  others,  in  the  carriages  placed  at  their 
disposal,  viewed  places  of  interest  in  and  abont 
this  enterprising  city,  which  is  fast  turning  from  a 
sleepy  Spanish  town  into  an  American  commerda] 
centre.  Still  others,  by  the  power  of  the  pretty, 
white  badge,  took  the  train  to  Tia  Juana.    Aside 
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from  the  fact  of  being  in  a  foreign  country  there 
was  little  to  excite  interest  or  admiration.  Badges 
were  stamped  at  the  custom  house,  the  curio-shop 
was  nearly  emptied,  and  the  garrulous  darkey  who 
drove  the  coach  over  the  line  recognized  his 
friend  from  '*  Injianny.**  In  the  evening  a  delight- 
ful reception  of  the  librarians  was  held  at  the 
residence  of  Mrs.  H.  L.  Story,  where,  in  addition 
to  many  other  charming  people,  they  were  greeted 
by  the  gifted  poetess,  Mrs.  Rose  Hartwick 
Thorpe,  who,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  company, 
recited  her  own  poem,  ''Curfew  shall  not  toll 
tonight." 

Early  on  Tuesday  morning  Riverside  was 
reached,  and  the  citizens  headed  by  Mrs.  Smith, 
the  librarian,  came  aboard  bearing  their  greeting 
in  fresh  fruit  and  flowers.  The  Magnolia  avenve, 
the  broad  and  heavily  laden  orange  groves  and 
vineyards,  the  beautiful  views  of  the  mountains 
and  valleys,  as  seen  in  the  pleasant  ride  about  this 
lovely  city,  will  long  linger  in  the  minds  of  the 
tourists.  A  lunch  was  spread  at  the  Glenwood, 
where,  in  the  parlors,  formal  speech-making  pre- 
ceded its  discussion.  Much  surprise  and  com- 
ment were  excited  by  the  peculiar  views  on  the 
education  of  women  and  their  position  in  life, 
drawn  out  from  members  standing  high  in  A.L.  A. 
At  2  p.  M.  the  journey  was  resumed,  and  in 
an  hour  the  party  came  to  Redlands.  Why  a  stop 
of  three  hours  was  arranged  in  this  queer  place  of 
dust,  burros,  and  consumptives  no  fellow  has  yet 
found  out.  Some  efforts  at  amusement  and 
killing  time  were  made  by  one  of  the  young 
women  running  off  with  a  burro,  and  three  others 
eloping  with  the  street-car  driver,  mules  and  all* 

With  the  first  sunshine  of  Wednesday,  Oct.  26, 
the  train  had  reached  The  Needles,  a  small  town 
so  called  from  the  form  of  a  mountain  group  near 
by.  Immediately,  as  if  up  from  the  ground,  came 
a  swarming  crowd  of  wretched-looking  Indian 
squaws  with  rude  clay  pottery  for  sale.  The 
interest  in  these  specimens  of  Poor  Lo  brought 
out  the  inmates  of  the  cars  in  every  stage  of  rob- 
ing, and  as  long  as  the  train  waited  the  barter 
kept  up.  At  every  stop  during  the  day  these 
creatures  appeared,  and  each  time  were  greeted 
with  the  beaming  smiles  and  gleaming  coins  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  party,  who  exchanged  their  "  bits  '* 
for  different  specimens  of  animate  as  well  as  inan* 
imate  objects,  once  paying  two  '*  bits  *'  to  see  the 
papooses.  The  way  lay  through  a  sandy  desert, 
but  towards  evening  the  road  wound  up  into  the 
mountains,  and  the  day  closed  with  magnificent 
views  of  mountain  gorges,  cafions,  valleys,  and 


towering  rocks.  The  tour  across  Arizona,  all 
things  considered,  was  a  very  pleasant  disappoint- 
ment, and  as  the  crowd  gathered  as  usual  in  the 
evening  on  the  "  back  porch  "  of  the  observation 
car,  no  one  felt  it  had  been  tiresome.  Ah,  that 
"  back  porch  I  "  Night  after  night,  as  the  evening 
shadows  fell,  "by  ones  and  twos  the  company 
came.*'  As  over  and  over  the  bliss  of  that  mem- 
orable and  historical  walk  from  "Aunt  Dinah's 
Quilting  Party"  was  related,  and  over  and  over  the 
threat  was  made  to  "  Hang  my  Harp  on  a  Weep- 
ing Willow  Tree,**  grasshoppers  became  a  burden 
and  were  barred  out,  "  electric  sparks  "  were  crys- 
tallized into  a  study  flame.  Even  the  sarcastic 
disciple  of  Esculapius,  if  it  were  not  fish  day, 
joined  in  declaring  the  reality  of  the  "  Hole  in  the 
Bottom  of  the  Sea.**  During  the  day,  this  same 
back  porch  served  as  debating  ground,  resting 
place,  meeting  place,  studio,  and  it  was  said  poetry 
was  inspired  on  that  platform  on  several  occa- 
sions. 

When  the  party  awoke  to  consciousness  on 
Thursday,  they  found  a  decided  change  in  the  tem- 
perature and  realized  that  they  had  passed  out  of 
the  land  of  flowers  andjsunshine.  The  route  still 
lay  through  the  Indian  country,  and  the  bartering 
was  kept  up  quite  as  vigorously  as  on  the 
previous  day.  The  Indians,  however,  and  their 
dwellings  also,  were  a  decided  improvement  over 
those  seen  before.  The  most  interesting  place 
was  Laguna  where  the  town  and  people  seemed 
to  have  lifted  themselves  from  the  adobe  mud 
into  a  better  atmosphere.  Upon  inquiry  it  was 
found  that  many  had  been  at  Carlisle,  Hampton, 
and  other  schools.  At  every  opportunity  a  fresh 
supply  of  pottery  was  laid  in,  and  the  eagerness 
of  the  young  ladies  of  the  party  to  possess  the 
silver  ornaments  of  the  Indians  was  outdone  by 
that  of  the  gentlemen,  who  captured  even  the  pins 
which  held  together  their  unique  attire.  Late  in 
the  afternoon  the  old  town  of  Santa  F^  was 
reached.  Here  the  relic-hunter,  curio-seeker,  and 
sight-seer  had  full  play,  and  the  energy  dis- 
played in  the  pursuit  until  seven  o'clock  in  the 
evening  would  have  cleared  the  waiting  desks  in 
the  libraries  at  home.  A  visit  was  made  to  the 
Helen  Hunt  Indian  School,  which  was  found 
filled  with  mischievous  boys  and  girls  not  unlike 
their  lighter  brethren.  The  view  from  Fort 
Phillips  was  beautiful,  but  a  drive  over  this  quaint 
old  town  with  its  narrow  streets,  queer  adobe 
houses,  dusky  faces  peering  curiously  from  every 
quarter,  a  foreign  language  heard  everywhere, 
gave  one  the  impression  of  being  in  another  coon- 
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try,  instead  of  under  the  bonny  stars  and  stripes. 
Though  it  is  the  oldest  town  in  the  United  States, 
it  is  far  from  being  an  American  city.  When  the 
train  again  proceeded  on  its  way,  the  cars  pre- 
sented the  appearance  of  a  junk-shop,  and  the 
tales  told  of  bargains  made  would  have  done 
credit  to  an  Uncle  Solomon. 

Friday,  Oct.  30,  began  for  the  tourists  in  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  places  risited  on  the  whole  way, 
Las  Vegas  Springs.  The  train  had  stopped  at 
the  side  of  a  small  valley  surrounded  closely  by 
mountains,  and  within  sight  and  sound  of  a  clear 
stream,  the  outlet  of  the  springs.  The  mountains 
were  covered  with  the  evergreens,  between  which 
jutted  out  the  huge,  red  granite  rocks.  Oiv  the 
lower  heights,  as  well  as  in  the  valley,  were  the 
variously-tinted  deciduous  trees,  which  flamed  out 
in  their  autunmal  colors.  A  blue  haze  hung  over 
the  tops  of  the  mountains,  but  the  flashing  rays 
of  the  morning  sun  threw  a  golden  radiance  over 
all.  A  beautiful  hotel,  the  Montezuma,  "  way  up 
on  the  mountain  **  side,  furnished  a  good  break- 
fast, after  which  the  search  for  curio-shops  began. 
It  was  noticeable  that  the  zeal  was  somewhat 
dampened,  whether  from  the  increase  of  material 
or  decrease  in  the  wherewithal,  but  there  was  an 
interest  in  the  financial  condition  of  one*s  neigh- 
bor, which  had  not  been  observed  before.  After 
witnessing  the  spectacle  of  some  of  the  more  dig- 
nified ladies  of  the  party  trying  to  persuade  a 
burro,  the  party  proceeded  on  its  way. 

A  meeting  was  called  in  the  observation  car  at 
II  A.  M.,  where  a  lively  discussion,  participated  in 
by  nearly  all,  showed  that  the  spirit  of  business 
was  not  dissipated  by  the  pleasures  indulged  in  for 
the  past  week.  It  was  pleasant  to  see  the  President 
trying  to  keep  his  feet  in  the  swaying  car  and 
order  at  the  same  time,  energetically  waving  an 
Indian  war  club  by  way  of  a  gavel,  surrounded  by 
the  members,  each  anxious  for  his  own  peculiar 
views  to  be  adopted.  The  first  break  in  the  party 
was  made  on  Friday  evening  by  the  departure  of 
Messrs.  Dana  and  Dudley  for  Denver.  These 
two  could  ill  be  spared,  as  they  had  made  them- 
selves particularly  pleasant  and  helpful  on  the 
journey,  the  first  to  all  who  came  in  his  way,  and 
the  last  as  a  member  of  the  Big  Four,  and  in  the 
musical  line. 

Saturday  morning  the  train  wound  its  steady 
way  across  what  evidently  in  some  past  day  had 
been  the  booming  part  of  Kansas,  judging  from 
the  straggling,  deserted  villages  plentifully 
sprinkled  along  the  line.  At  about  2.30  P.  M. 
Topeka  was  reached,  and  a  most  satisfactory  stay 


was  made  there.  Through  the  courtesy  of  State 
Librarian  Dennis,  Mr.  Wilder,  Librarian  Beer» 
and  other  citizens,  a  delightful  view  of  the  city 
Washburn  College,  the  Capitol,  the  libraries,  and 
other  points  of  interest  were  obtained.  A  very 
pleasant  reception  was  given  in  the  parlors  of  the 
public  library.  One  of  its  features  was  an  address 
of  welcome  from  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Horton,  of  the 
Kansas  Supreme  Court  President  Green  re* 
sponded.  Dainty  refreshments  were  served  by  a 
collection  of  the  prettiest  girls  seen  on  the  whole 
route.  Over  and  over  again  the  gentlemen  of  the 
party  allowed  themselves  to  be  served,  for  the 
mere  pleasure  of  meeting  again  their  bright  eyes- 
and  witching  smiles. 

Good'bys  were  finally  said,  and  the  train  was 
soon  on  its  way  to  Kansas  City.  Eastern  Kansas 
wore  a  more  pleasing  aspect,  and  this  last  even- 
ing's ride  was  very  beautiful.  The  road  lay  along 
the  bank  of  the  Kansas  River,  which  seemed  per- 
fectly still,  and  reflected  on  its  placid  surface 
the  bordering  trees  in  all  their  autumnad  tints* 
Broad  fields  of  well-kept  farms' lay  on  the  other 
side,  while  over  the  cloud  mountains  the  setting 
sun  flooded  the  heaven  with  yellow  and  rose.  It 
was  a  scene  of  delight  long  to  be  remembered* 
Shortly  after  dark  the  train  rolled  into  Kansas^ 
City,  and  the  cars  were  again  forsaken  for  the 
hotel.  As  the  long  line  of  carriages  wended  its 
way  to  the  Midland,  speculations  were  heard  on 
the  streets  as  to  whether  it  was  a  funeral  or  an 
opera  troupe.  No  social  entertainment  was 
offered  here,  and  the  librarians  spent  the  day  aa 
their  individual  inclination  prompted.  A  subdoed 
feeling  seemed  to  take  possession  of  them,  the 
shadow  of  the  approaching  end  to  a  very  pleasant 
month.  With  sincere  and  oft-ezpressed  regret 
the  party  on  Sunday  evening  bade  adieu  to  Mis» 
Allan  of  the  Omaha  Public  Library,  than  whom 
none  brighter  nor  more  earnest  in  purpose  are  in 
the  A.  L.  A.,  and  at  6.00  P.  M.  the  librarians  again 
began  their  homeward  journey,  and  the  early 
morning  found  them  within  the  great  Chicago* 
Who  can  tell  of  Chicago  ?  She  is  incomparable^ 
for  there  is  none  like  unto  her ;  no,  not  one  I 

The  librarians  were  met  by  committees  from  the 
Public  Library,  the  Newberry,  and  the  Crerar^ 
and  were  gracefully  and  cordially  entertained  till 
their  departure.  After  finding  pleasant  quarters- 
at  the  Auditorium,  the  party  was  taken  to  the 
Public  Library,  where  Mr.  F.  H.  HUd,  High 
Sachem  of  the  Mandarins,  and  librarian  of  Chi* 
cago,  was  their  genial  host.  After  a  pleasant 
hour  with  him,  the  Newberry  Library  was  visited^ 
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where  a  meeting  was  called  to  attend  to  some 
unfinished  business.  When  this  was  accomplished 
the  A.  L.  A.  of  1891  was  at  an  end.  After  luncheon 
at  the  Auditorium  the  party  was  driven  in  car- 
riages to  the  Columbian  Exposition  grounds, 
and  a  slight  idea  of  the  monster  "show**  to  be. 
held  in  1893  was  obtained.  In  the  evening  an 
informal  reception  was  given  the  librarians  in  the 
parlors  of  the  Auditorium,  and  the  good-bys  of 
many  who  had  formed  warm  attachments  in  the 
trip  across  the  continent,  were  spoken.  At  11 
o'clock  the  best  wishes  of  those  left  behind  went 


with  the  eastern  contingent  as  they  proceeded  on 
their  way. 

[At  Pittsburgh  the  party  were  shown  the  library, 
the  public  green-houses,  the  city  hall,  the  jail,  and 
other  public  places  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  W.  J.  Hol- 
land, and  seven  of  them  had  the  good  fortune  to 
see  the  wonderful  collection  of  butterflies  in  his 
house.  The  troop  gradually  dwindled  as  it  passed 
Philadelphia,  Newark,  New  York,  and  Putnam, 
and  it  was  a  lonely  seven  that  reached  Boston  at 
6  P.  M.,  Nov.  4,  having  traveled  over  9,000  miles 
in  five  weeks  lacking  half  an  hour.] 
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ing  second-hand  dealers  too  much  they  are  the  dangerous  classes  who  are  admitted  to  the  pro- 
ones  that  should  be  watched.    The  only  volumes  prietary  libraries.     It  is  the  book- fancier,  the 
that  we  have  lost  we  found  were  stolen  at  the  one  who  is  most  likely  to  visit  the  proprietary 
instigation  of  the  second-hand  dealers  and  were  library,  who  is  most  to  be  feared, 
sent  out  of  the  city  two  hours  after  the  theft.  I  said  that  mutilations  were  done  at  home. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Sanders.  —  After  our  theft  people  There  are  exceptions  to  this,  and  we  had  one 

said,  "  Now  you  will  close  your  shelves,  won't  only  a  few  weeks  ago,  in  which  a  series  of 

you  ? "    Wc  asked  the  trustees  if  we  should,  plates  were  stolen.    After  three  or  four  weeks 

They  said  :    "  No,  not  if  twice  400  books  had  the  thief  was  detected  and  found  to  be  a  gradu- 

been  taken."    This  was  merely  one  single  case  ate  of  the  high  school,  a  thorough  gentleman  in 

of  misplaced  confidence.  his  appearance.     His  room  was  searched  and 

Miss  Thbrksa  Wkst.  —  We  throw  our  ref-  we  recovered  everything  that  had  been  taken, 
erence  shelves  open  entirely.    We  have  some  There  is  one  objection  to  permitting  access  to 
6,oco  volumes  there.    We  have  lost  six  volumes  shelves;  that  is  the  amount  of  room  which  it  re- 
in ten  years.  quires.     Does  it  take  more  room  to  so  arrange 

Miss  C.  M.  Hewins.  —  The  Hartford  Library  a  library  as  to  permit  the  public  to  examine  the 
has  since  its  opening  last  September  adopted  a  books  on  the  shelves  than  it  does  to  store  them 
middle  course.  We  keep  on  the  shelves  nearest  in  another  way  ?  I  presume  it  does,  but  not  so 
the  desk  all  the  new  books.  We  have  another  much  more  as  would  be  thought.  I  do  not 
large  case  where  we  keep  good  novels,  not  neces-  think  there  is  any  library  which  could  not  store 
sarily  new.  We  have  another  one  of  good  books  about  the  walls  and  in  shallow  alcove&all  of  its 
for  children.  People  are  perfectly  free  to  handle  working  books  in  a  room  which  is  necessary  for 
those  books.  It  saves  writing  out  charging-  the  use  of  the  public.  If  I  were  planning  a  li- 
slips  and  also  the  time  of  one  attendant.  As  brary  I  should  certainly  build  a  stack  in  con- 
to  access  to  shelves,  we  are  perfectly  willing  to  nection  with  it,  and  in  that  stack  I  would  put 
give  it  to  people  looking  up  special  subjects.  every  book  that  nobody  ever  wants.     I  would 

W:  H.  Brett.  —  I  certainly  regard  this  sub-  put  in  it  all  the  surplus  duplicates,  obsolete 

ject  as  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  unset-  editions,  and  less-used  books.    Out  of  every 

tied  questions  before  us.     I  regret  the  statement  much-used  public  library  a  small  portion  of  the 

made  in  the  first  remarks  to  which  we  listened  entire  collection  can  be  selected  as  in  constant 

this  morning  by  a  gentleman  whose  experience  demand.     Those  I  would  certainly  place  where 

so  far  exceeds  my  own  that  I  fear  it  is  presump-  they  could  be  accessible.     As  to  the  others  it 

tuous  to  differ  with  him,  on  the  subject  of  pro-  makes  less  difference  how  you  store  them.    A 

prietary  libraries,  in  which  he  said  that  the  pro-  stack  accessible  from  the  public  room  would 

prietary  library  could  do  that  which  the  public  be  most  convenient. 

library  finds  it  difficult  to  do  ;  viz. :  it  could  grant  Chairman  Green.  —  I  easily  understand  how 

access  to  shelves.     If  this  is  true  there  must  be  Minneapolis  and  Cleveland  with  their  young  li- 

some  reason  for  it.     First,  in  the  character  of  braries  can  get  along  very  well  admitting  people 

the  books  in  the  public  library.    Accepting  the  among  all  their  books.     But  take  a  library  like 

limitation  which  the  gentleman  makes  of  the  the  Astor,  or  a  library  even  like  the  one  which 

scope  of  the  public  library,  that  it  should  corre-  I  have,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  wholly  practl- 

spond  to  that  grade  of  education  from  the  kin-  cable.    We  have  got  together  in  Worcester  a 

dergarten  up  to  the  high  school  and  should  not  very    valuable    reference   library.      We    keep 

attempt  to  cover  the  field  of  the  university  li-  the  books  separate.     My  plan  is  this:  When 

brary,  it  is  very  clear  that  the  books  contained  anybody  really  wants  to  see  all  the  books  on  a 

in  the  public  library  would  not  be  of  such  a  given  subject  I  send  an  attendant  with  him  and 

valuable  nature  as  to  render  it  mere  difficult  let  him  stay  while  he  wants  to,  and  then  I  have 

to  permit  access  to  them  than  those  in  the  pro-  an  attendant  take  him  to  a  study-room  and  in 

prietary  libraries.     If  it  is  not  in  the  books,  is  that  way  try  to  meet  all  his  wants.    But  I  am 

ir  in  the  class  of  people  who  use  the  public  li*  not  going  to  admit  him  among  the  very  valu- 

braries  as  compared  to  those  who  use  the  pro-  able  books  which  have  been  collected  at  im- 

prietary  libraries  ?    To  this  we  can  emphatically  mense  expense,  sets  of  books  which  cost  ua 

•ay  no.    It  is  very  clear  from  the  statements  thousands  of  dollars,  and  very  valuable  single 

made  on  the  floor  this  morning  that  if  there  ii  volumes.    I  do  not  think  that  it  is  wise  to  allow 

aoy  difference  between  the  classes,  it  is  the  everybody  to  go  in  there. 
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ject  of  electricity,  for  instance,  there  are  differ-  enough  to  take  hold  of  it,  and  above  all  things 

ent  views  on  the  subject  and  an  annotator  will  we  want   the    United    States   government    in 

perhaps  be  biassed  by  his  views.    This  is  a  very  Washington  to  co-operate.     It  should  reach  out 

serious  question.    The  question  of  expense  is  not  only  to  the  500  libraries  suggested  as  being 

also  serious.     I  have  sometimes  thought  that  if  able  to  contribute  but  to  all  the  5,000  libraries 

the  matter  could  be  brought  into  a  reasonable  in  the  United  Sutes.    It  should  go  also  to  the 

form  the  Bureau  of  Education  might  do  some-  colleges  and  academies  just  as  this  new  catalog 

thing.    I  believe  this  is  practical,  but  there  is  of  our  A.  L.  A.  Library  goes  not  alone  to  the 

difficulty  in  the  management  of  the  annotations,  members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  but  to  every  library 

There  are  annotators  and  annotators,  and  you  and  high  school  in  the  country, 
have  to  look  out  for  them  very  carefully.  Miss  T.  L.  Kelso.  —  The  principal  thing  is 

J.  K.  HosMBR. —  I  am  struck  very  forcibly  by  not  that  this  should  be  a  critical  annotation, 

what  has  been  just  said.    What  is  the  matter  but  that  when  a  book  comes  out,  for  instance 

with  the  way  Mr.  Cutter  has  pursued?    It  has  on  electricity,  there  shall  be  some  one  in  au- 

been  his  practice  in  the  case  of  the  Athenaeum  thority  who  can  say  that  this  book  supplements 

lists  to  publish  in  connection  with  book-titles  such  and  such  works.     The  principal  value 

selections  from  the  great  literary  authorities,  would  be  to  the  purchasing  committees  all  over 

papers  like  the  London  Spectator  in  England  the  United  States.     There  are  thousands  of 

and  the  Nation  and   Tribune  in  this  country,  dollars  wasted  every  year  by  people  far  away 

I  think  we  should  get  better  results  from  some-  from  book  centres.     I  am  3,000  miles  away  from 

thing  such  as  that  rather  than  by  employing  at  a  book  centre.     I  do  not  care  whether  the  notes 

great  expense  the  professional  annotator.  be  written  by  a  protectionist  or  a  free  trader ; 

Pres.  Dbwby.  —  In  pointing  out  the  danger  what  we  want  is  a  man  who  can  say  that  this 

from  personal    equations  in  annotators.  Col.  book  covers  a  certain  point  left  uncovered  by 

Flint  has  given  the  strongest  argument  for  this  such  and  such  a  book.     It  will  be  a  guidance 

plan.    Every  objection  he  urges  applies  to  all  in  buying  books.    On  that  plan  the  Bureau  of 

the  reviews  and  criticisms  we  get  at  the  present  Education  is  much  more  likely  to  listen  to  our 

time.     Unless  we  have  a  bureau  or  somcithing  plea  than  any  other.    I  think  it  belongs  prop- 

of  this  kind  I  see  no  way  by  which  we  can  erly  to  the  Bureau  of  Education,  and  as  such 

avoid  this  difficulty.     If  the  Bureau  of  Educa-  a  guide  it  will  save  every  town  in  this  country 

tlon  undertakes  this  work  the  work  of  the  ex-  money  from  year  to  year, 
pert  in  charge  would  be  largely  to  look  out  for        B:  Pickman  Mann.  —  For  a  number  of  years 

those  books  where  there  were  different  inter-  I  edited  a  magazine,  the  principal  part  of  which 

ests  and  to  see  that  both  sides  were  represented,  was  bibliographical  record.     In  that  I  gave  the 

It  does  not  matter  so  much  whether  the  notes  titles  of  articles,  followed  with  two  to  10  lines 

were  written  by  a  protectionist  or  free  trader  of  annotation.     Although  myself  and  one  other 

as  that  we  should  know  whether  they  were  by  person  prepared  a  vast  majority  of  the  annota- 

an  advocate  or  opponent.     Here  is  the  strong  tions,  still  I  was  able  to  get  a  book  annotated  by 

reason  for  this  systematic  review  system.    We  a  specialist  whenever  I  asked  him  to  do  so 

can  then  have  experts  in  charge  so  that  when  and  could  get  him  to  sign  his  name  to  it,  so 

the  books  come  to  us  we  shall  know  how  much  that  it  was  possible  to  tell  something  about  the 

to  trust  the  notes.  value  of  the  annotation.    The  work  was  not 

This  is  an  expensive  work.  I  believe  we  done  very  promptly.  I  do  not  believe  It  is 
could  find  plenty  of  libraries  all  over  the  coun-  best  to  be  in  haste  to  buy  a  book  just  issued, 
try  who  would  be  willing  to  give  the  beggarly  If  I  were  to  endow  a  library  I  should  endow  it 
sum  of  f  ao  a  year  for  this  work.  All  over  the  with  a  provision  that  it  should  not  buy  a  book  till 
United  States  individual  librarians  work  them-  it  is  one  or  two  years  old.  People  are  in  too 
selves  pale  and  thin  sitting  up  nights  over  work  great  hurry  for  a  book  immediately  when  is- 
of  this  kind,  and  when  it  is  done  it  is  not  done  sued.  They  should  wait  till  it  is  settled  as  to 
half  as  well  as  that  which  could  be  done  at  one-  whether  it  is  a  good  book  or  not.  The  ques- 
fiftieth  of  the  expense.  The  very  watchword  tlon  of  cost  was  not  a  very  large  one.  I  never 
of  this  Association  has  been  co-operation.  We  had  to  pay  anything  for  annotation.  I  only 
have  co-operated  and  we  have  achieved  ad-  had  to  pay  the  printer.  My  own  labor  was 
mirable  results.  Mr.  lies  put  before  us  last  given  gratuitously.  The  magazine  was  a  tech- 
year  a  practical  scheme  and  we  want   faith  nical  one  and  had  a  small  circulation,  but  I  did 
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not  fall  short  more  than  $100  a  year  in  ex-  regard  to  new  books,  or  whether  books  pub- 
penses.  I  think  with  a  more  popular  magazine  lished  some  years  ago  are  to  be  included, 
or  one  edited  by  persons  of  greater  ability  that  G:  Ilks.  — From  the  reader's  point  of  view 
the  circulation  might  be  large  enough  to  pay  what  we  want  is  a  comparative  note,  specially 
the  cost.  I  think  the  thing  can  begotten  up  prepared  for  the  reader,  so  that  when  a  professor 
for  an  expense  of  $3  or  $4  a  year  to  each  library  writes  a  book  on  taxation  that  book  shall  be  com- 
if  the  periodical  were  sold  at  $2  a  year.  Such  pared  with  other  books,  new  and  old.  A  cita- 
a  work  giving  the  titles  and  annotations  of  the  tion  of  a  review  from  the  Nation^  Spectator^  or 
books  as  they  are  issued,  could  easily  be  circu-  London  Acadtmy  would  not  help  us  much.  If 
lated  for  very  small  cost.  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  present  will  be  good 

G.  M.  JoNKS.  —  I  wish  to  speak  of  the  plan  enough  to  look  at  the  summary  of  my  paper 
proposed  by  a  special  committee  of  the  Massa-  they  will  see  that  for  books  on  moot  questions 
chusetts  Library  Club.  We  felt  the  burden  — protection,  socialism,  homoeopathy,  for  ex- 
spec  lally  in  buying  fiction.  This  is  the  most  ample  —  I  propose  that  we  should  have  at  least 
difficult  class  of  books  to  buy,  as  they  must  be  two  annotators.  I  should  like  to  see  a  book  on 
bought  promptly  and  the  reviews  do  not  cover  free  trade  annotated,  not  only  by  a  man  from 
the  important  point,  which  is  that  of  morality,  the  free  trade  side,  but,  say,  by  Prof.  Robert 
We  planned  to  form  a  committee  like  the  La-  Thompson,  and  vice  versa,  I  have  canvassed 
dies*  Commission  on  Sunday-School  Books,  this  question  during  the  past  year  with  a  good 
The  most  serious  difficulty  would  be  in  getting  many  people  and  I  do  not  think  there  will  arise 
the  books  for  examination.  We  consulted  with  any  practical  difficulty  in  having  university  pro- 
the  Library  Bureau,  who  we  learn  had  a  plan  fessors  write  the  notes  proposed,  and  I  think 
for  printing  catalog  cards  of  new  books  as  pub-  that  it  will  be  to  the  university  professor  that 
lished,  and  found  them  very  willing  to  give  us  we  must  make  our  first  appeal.  We  shall  run 
the  books  after  they  were  cataloged.  But  as  no  great  risk  of  there  being  a  commercial  bias 
the  Library  Bureau  has  not  yet  begun  this  in  his  mind.  We  know  that  no  university  pro- 
work,  we  are  balked  for  the  present.  The  ex-  fessor  any  more  than  anybody  else  is  infallible, 
pense  would  not  be  great,  being  only  express-  but  I  would  much  sooner  have  any  university 
agCt  postage,  and  stationery.  By  appointing  a  professor's  opinion,  if  he  be  a  man  of  some  dis- 
large  committee  and  insisting  on  promptness,  tinction  in  his  line,  than  none.  In  entering  a 
we  think  that  so  far  as  fiction,  at  least,  is  con-  new  field  of  reading  do  not  we  all  highly  value 
cemed  we  could  do  what  is  needed.  the  word  of  a  fnend  familiar  with  that  field,  al- 

W:  C.  Lank.  —  The  form  in  which  this  should  though  he  may  be  very  far  from  either  emi- 
be  done,  it  seems  to  me,  admits  of  farther  dls-  nence  or  authority  ?  This  scheme  will  endeavor 
cussion.  Mr.  lies'  plan  is  to  furnish  titles  and  to  get  a  word  of  direction  from  the  very  fittest 
notes  in  the  form  of  cards  to  be  inserted  In  a  man  in  the  country,  and  put  that  word  before 
catalog.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  work  can  be  every  reader  in  the  United  States.  The  signa- 
done  more  promptly  and  more  cheaply  in  some  tureof  theannotator  avouches  his  responsibility, 
other  form.  The  catalog  is  a  permanent  record  and  gives  the  reader  a  wavant  for  a  reasonable 
and  these  notes  necessarily  go  out  of  date  in  a  measure  of  trust  in  the  proffered  guidance, 
few  years.  They  can  be  done  better  in  a  Wkston  Flint.  -^  In  looking  over  a  list  some 
pamphlet  which  can  be  issued  in  new  editions.      time  ago  it  seemed  that  there  was  but  one  view 

Weston  Flint.  —  There  seems  to  be  a  ques-  given.  Some  on  a  scientific  subject  I  thought 
tion  whether  these  annotations  are  to  be  for  new  would  not  pass  current  as  a  fair  criticism.  I 
books  or  are  to  go  back  to  old  books.  This  is  should  have  a  note  signed  by  a  homoeopath  and 
a  plan  for  helping  libraries  in  making  selections  then  one  signed  by  an  allopath  in  each  case, 
of  good  books.  They  should  have  the  notes  C:  A.  Cuttxr.  —  I  agree  with  Mr.  lies  In  re- 
glven  as  promptly  as  possible  to  afford  such  pudiating  the  idea  of  selected  notes.  I  selected 
help.  We  are  not  to  have  a  censor  over  the  notes  for  the  lists  of  the  Boston  Athenaeum,  be- 
books  at  all.  If  you  should  write  to  the  Bureau  cause  it  was  all  that  it  was  possible  to  get,  and 
of  Education  and  ask  which-  is  the  best  library  also  because  the  object  of  those  notes  was  not 
in  the  United  States  they  could  not  tell  you.  so  much  to  give  a  description  of  the  books 
Nobody  in  a  public  position  can  give  an  opinion  for  criticism  as  to  make  the  list  of  books  enter- 
on  such  a  question.  It  should  first  be  settled  taining  to  readers,  so  that  they  would  look  at  it 
as  to  whether  there  is  to  be  an  annotation  in    and  not  throw  it  into  the  waste-basket. 
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G:  W.  Cole.  —  I  would  ask  whether  Mr.  Ilea  with  a  provision  that  there  should  be  free  access 

would  thinlc  it  practicable  to  have  the  critical  to  it  and  that  any  resident  of  the  county  should 

journals  give  the  names  of  the  writers  of  their  under  proper  regulations  be  permitted  to  take 

reviews.     It  is  well  known  that  many  of  the  books  out. 

journals  employ  experts  to  write  their  criticisms.  The  matter  in  my  paper  that  needs  discussion 

Would  not  the  same  object  be  attained  by  hav-  is  the  Quincy  plan.    Quincy  has  about  20,000 

ing  these  articles  signed  by  the  writers?  inhabitants,  and  the  trustees  have  come  to  the 

G:  Iles.  —  I  should  think  that  quite  imprac-  conclusion  that  a  library  of  15,000  volumes  will 
ticable*  If  this  information  were  disclosed  it  answer  very  well  the  purposes  of  the  town.  It 
would  give  rise  to  all  manner  of  jealousies.  is  not  intended  that  the  library  shall  be  con- 
Miss  T.  L.  Kelso.  —  Mr.  lies  wants  500  li-  tinned  as  a  reference  library.  It  is  within  20 
braries  to  subscribe  $20  a  year.  There  are  miles  or  so  of  Boston,  and  it  is  thought  that 
probably  10  libraries  that  have  money  enough  any  person  wishing  to  make  investigations 
to  buy  more  than  five  books  on  electricity  during  should  go  to  Cambridge  or  Boston.  They  have 
a  year,  and  the  other  590  would  like  to  have  weeded  out  books,  like  many  of  the  pabHc 
some  more  definite  plan  before  them.  As  a  documents,  such  only  being  retained  as  are  of 
new  book  comes  out  other  books  in  its  line  will  special  importance  to  such  a  town;  books  passed 
be  referred  to.  What  good  will  it  do  us  after  out  of  date,  books  that  never  ought  to  have 
we  have  purchased  a  book  to  be  tpld  that  it  is  been  in  the  library,  and  other  books  which  it 
not  worth  having?  I  do  not  want  a  book  that  seemed  best  to  withdraw.  These  have  either 
is  not  the  best.  been  given  to  other  libraries  or  sent  to  auction- 

If  it  is  In  order  I  move  that  a  committee  be  rooms  or  old  book-stores  to  be  sold,  in  order 

appointed  to  discuss  this    matter  thoroughly  that  they  may  get  where  they  are  wanted, 

and  to  present  it  to  the  Bureau  of  Education.  What  are  the  advantages  and  what  are  the 

I  think  it  belongs  there.  objections  to  this  system  ?    It  is  said  that  the 

Chairman  Green.  —  Any  matter  of  this  kind  representative  of  my  district  in  Congress  a  gocd 

goes  before  the  new  council.     No  important  ac-  many  years  ago  proposed,  when  Mr.  Spofford 

tion  of  this  kind  can  be  taken  by  the  Association  wanted  a  new  building,  that  they  should  weed 

without  action  first  by  the  council.     In  the  case  out  the  Congressional  Library  and  throw  away 

of  a  library  with  a  well-trained  constituency  I  all  the  books  that  were  of  little  importance.     Of 

think  we  can  wait  a  while  before  we  buy  books,  course  that  is  the  silliest  proposition  that  could 

We  never  put  a  novel  on  the  shelves  till  we  be  made.     We  want  a  national  llibrary  in  this 

know  that  it  is  first-rate.  country  like  that  of  the  British  Museum,  and  in 

P:  PiCKMAN  Mann.  —  I  second  Miss  Kelso's  that  library  should  be  found  every  book  pub- 
motion  so  that  it  may  go  to  the  council  for  con-  lished  in  the  United  States  and  a  good  portion 
sideration.  of  those  published  elsewhere. 

Miss  T.  L.  Kelso.  —  I  do  not  care  anything  How  is  it  with  small  libraries  ?    It  is  true 

about  these  notes  except  as  a  guidance.  that  in  most  libraries  of  this  kind  there  are  many 

^  books  which  would  be  much  better  elsewhere. 

ADAPTATION    OF   LIBRARIES  TO  CONSTITUENCIES,  rr                     j        •              tiu                      j            w          ^ 

If  you  weed  out  your  library  you  do  not  have  to 
(Seep.  219.)  build  additions  to  store  these  books  when  the 
Chairman  Green.  —  A  gentleman  from  one  library  grows.  It  does  not  cost  you  so  much 
of  the  little  towns  came  to  me  as  a  member  of  to  manage  it.  To  catalog  and  keep  a  small 
the  Massachusetts  commission  and  asked  my  in-  library  in  order  is  comparatively  inexpendTe. 
fluence  to  have  the  fioo  worth  of  books  to  be  I  do  not  think  so  much  of  the  saving  of  money 
bought  for  that  town  books  on  the  early  history  in  this  matter.  It  is  a  part  of  the  plan  that  the 
of  Massachusetts  which  were  then  out  of  print,  money  saved  on  buildings,  cataloging,  etc.. 
The  impropriety  of  such  a  purchase  is  obvious,  shall  be  spent  to  the  advantage  of  the  con- 
There  is  another  gentleman  in  Massachusetts  stituency  of  the  library,  that  the  catalogs  shall 
who  promises  that  at  his  death  he  will  give  to  be  made  better  and  issued  oftener,  that  special 
the  library  of  his  little  native  town  one  of  the  lists  of  books  shall  be  issued  and  that  the  cata- 
most  valuable  libraries  in  the  state  on  the  early  log  and  lists  shall  be  distributed  at  a  nominal 
history  of  Massachusetts.  I  submit  that  that  price  throughout  the  homes  of  the  town.  I  sup- 
library  will  be  entirely  out  of  place  in  that  town,  pose  a  good  many  of  you  will  say  at  once  that 
and  would  be  much  better  put  in  a  county-seat,  you  are  sorry  that  this  question  has  been  started 
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at  all.    The  question  is  started,  and  it  is  better    establishes  the  best  relations  with  other  libra- 

that  the  people  who  know  about  such  things    ries. 

should  express  their  opinions  i.i  regard  to  them.        W:  C.  Lane.  —  I  suspect  the  trustees  of  the 

It  is  important  that  the  library,  if  it  is  to  be  Quincy  Library  have  not  considered  that  they 
weeded  out,  should  be  weeded  out  carefully,  will  not  save  anything  in  expenses,  but  rather 
You  ought  to  employ  an  expert  to  select  the  li-  increase  their  expenses.  They  will  save  room, 
brary  when  it  is  being  started,  and  you  ought  but  otherwise  they  will  not  save.  They  do  not 
to  be  sure  that  the  books  are  selected  by  per-  propose  to  have  fewer  books.  The  work  of 
sons  who  know  how  to  select.  There  are  ex-  selecting  the  books  to  throw  away  will  be  just 
perts  who  do  that.  Can  there  not  be  experls  as  great  as  selecting  the  books  (o  add.  All  the 
who  will  take  charge  of  this  weeding  out  of  the  books  selected  to  throw  away  must  be  can- 
library  ?  It  is  not  in  every  place  you  can  find  celled  on  shelf-lists,  catalogs,  and  everywhere 
a  roan  who  could  wisely  do  it.  else.    There  is  a  considerable  addition  of  exn 

In  regard  to  this  matter  of  reference.  What  pense  attending  that  plan, 
are  you  going  to  do  about  the  boys  and  men  Pres.  Dewey.  —  When  a  librarian  goes 
and  women  who  have  not  money  and  leisure  to  through  his  collection  and  selects  the  books 
go  even  20  miles  to  consult  reference- books  ?  that  he  thinks  will  be  no  longer  useful  it  will 
If  this  plan  is  adopted  I  should  say  that  the  happen  that  the  very  next  week  perhaps  some 
greatest  pains  ought  to  be  taken  by  the  libra-  man  will  come  in  and  want  that  very  book  that 
rian  and  trustees  to  see  to  it  that  if  any  bright  has  been  thrown  away.  Perhaps  this  man's 
person  appears  and  wants  to  make  an  investiga-  grandmother  placed  that  book  there.  Packing 
tion  on  a  subject,  that  person  should  be  aided  the  books  in  close  stacks,  it  seems  to  me,  would 
in  every  way  to  make  that  investigation;  that  be  more  economical  than  the  new  plan.  The 
books  should  be  bought  or  borrowed  for  him,  or  theory  sounds  beautifully.  In  carrying  it  out 
that  his  fare  should  be  paid  to  the  town  where  I  am  afraid  you  will  not  only  fail  to  save  money 
the  books  can  be  found,  and  if  necessary  his  but  will  cause  an  amount  of  criticism  that  will 
time  paid  for.  It  would  be  a  part  of  this  plan  make  it  very  undesirable.  It  is  bad  enough  to 
that  if  you  had  a  book  that  was  not  adapted  to  stand  the  critics  who  complain  that  a  book  they 
your  own  library  you  give  it  to  some  other  li-  wish  has  not  been  bought.  You  can  always  fall 
b'ary.some  large  reference  or  special  library  in  back  on  lack  of  funds.  But  it  is  a  rash  libra- 
the  neighborhood.  A  good  feeling  would  thus  rian  who  would  like  to  tell  one  of  these  gentry 
be  established  and  one  library  would  be  willing  that  he  had  recently  thrown  that  very  book 
to  lend  to  another.  Some  large  libraries  lend  away.  It  is  a  nice  question  to  determine  what 
now.  I  am  borrowing  constantly  from  Har-  to  add.  To  decide  what  to  reject  after  it  is  re- 
vard  College  Libraiy  and  from  other  libraries  ceived,  paid  for,  and  cataloged  is  infinitely  more 
where  I  can  find  books  which  my  constituents  difficult.  I  do,  however,  believe  that  small  li- 
need.  That  plan  is  already  in  existence  in  many  braries  are  justified  in  taking  from  their  shelves 
of  the  best  libraries.  books  needed  in  special    collections  and  not 

So  far  we  have  been,  as  has  been  said,  accumu-  otherwise  obtainable.  This  is  very  different, 
lating  books  in  this  country.  Has  not  our  ac-  The  book  is  gone,  not  because  you  counted  it 
cumulation  of  books  been  somewhat  promis-  worthless  here,  but  because  it  was  more  needed 
cuous  ?    Is  not  the  word  for  the  hour  different    elsewhere. 

Ciation,  one  library  attending  to  one  department  F:  M.  Crunden.  —  I  was  much  attracted  by 
of  knowledge,  another  to  another  ?  The  State  this  idea  till  I  began  thinking  how  it  could  be 
Library  looks  cut  that  it  has  all  kinds  of  public  carried  out  in  detail.  Then  the  objections  be- 
documents;  a  little  town  library  devotes  itself  en-  came  apparent.  "  Useless  as  last  year's  alma- 
tirely  to  getting  together  the  documents  of  that  nac  "  is  a  proverb,  but  as  an  illustration  of  how 
town,  and  that  should  be  the  one  place  in  which  hard  it  would  be  to  decide  what  books  would 
everything  relating  to  the  town  is  to  be  found,  not  be  useful  I  can  cite  this  instance.  About  a 
and  if  a  person  wants  to  study  anything  in  re-  year  ago  a  friend  of  our  library  in  clearing  out 
gard  to  that  town  he  ought  to  find  ever)  thing  her  attic  asked  me  to  accept  some  bcoks,  among 
there.  A  general  library  must  consider  care-  which  was  a  lot  of  New  England  almanacs, 
fully  its  constituency.  The  word  for  the  hour,  running  away  back  into  the  last  century.  That 
then,  is  look  out  carefully  to  see  that  every  li-  was  not  a  very  likely  thing  to  be  wanted,  but 
brary   has   what  iti   consUtoencjr  wants  and    it  happened  that  in  not  more  than  two  or  thre^ 
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weeks  somebody  called  for  it.    I  smiled  when  Our  libraries  are  not  too  large,  or  in  danger  of 
I  heard  the  call,  and  thought  of  course  it  had  becoming  so.     They  are  altogether  too  small, 
been  cataloged  and  that  attention  had  been  called  and  the  aim  of  us  all  should  be  to  increase  them. 
,                -                                    to  it  in  that  way.     But  to  my  surprise  I  found  I  do  not  understand  the  principle  on  which  this 
i                                                    it  had  not  been  cataloged.    Here  within  a  few  weeding  process  is  to  be  conducted.    Weeding 
I                                                    weeks  from  the  time  that  book  came  to  us,  is  the  elimination  of  weeds.    A  weed  is  a  plant 
I                                                    which  seemed  to  be  an  unlikely  thing  to  be  in  of  which  some  ignorant  person  does  not  know- 
demand,  there  was  a  call  for  old  New  England  the  name,  the  properties,  or  the  use.    Perhaps 
;                                                    almanacs.  the  weeder  raises  cabbages  exclusively,  and 
I                                                        G.  M.  Jones.  —  In  places  where  the  library  there  is  the  limit  of  his  botanical  knowledge. 
>                                                      depends  entirely  on  a  card  catalog  or  any  kind  Everything  which  is  not  a  cabbage-p!ant  or  a 

of  a   written  catalog  there  are  no   difficulties  cabbage-head  he  roots  up.     I  think  our  profes- 

about  throwing  books  away,  but  where  we  pub-  sion  has  got  beyond  that  status  of  information 

lish  finding-lists,  bulletins,  reading-lists,  and  all  in  bibliography.    Some  of  us  know  that  there 

that  sort  of  thing,  we  are  going  to  be  faced  by  are  other  books  besides  those  in  the  A.  L.  A. 

a  great  difficulty.    It  is  very  inconvenient  to  collection  at  the  World's  Fair  which  are  good 

have  a  book  on  your  catalog  and  have  some-  for  something.     In  science  there  are  no  weeds, 

body  come  along  and  ask  for  it  and  have  to  If  a  book  has  come  into  a  library,  there  was 

say  we  withdrew  that  book  because  nobody  doubtless  some  reason  for  its  coming,  and  it 

wanted  it.  should  be  kept  there.     I  know  of  no  person 

Chairman  Green.  — The  plan  is  to  issue  new  who  is  competent  to  go  through  a  library  and 

catalogs  frequently  and  at  a  nominal  price.  -  perform  the  function  of  weeder.     I  have  read 

Pres.  Dewey.  —  In  studying  the  record  of  the  printed  abstract  of  Mr.  Green's  paper,  and 

library  progress  in   this  country  I   have  been  wholly  disagree  with  his  theory  and  his  method, 

struck  by  the  fact  that  from  the  time  of  the  first  He  admits  that  the  weeder  must  be  a  very  wise 

library  conference,  40  years  ago,  there  was  a  person  ;  but  he  must  consider  that  no  wise  per- 

period  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  where  one  man  son  would  accept  such  a  duty,  and  if  he  did,  he 

stood   in  America  as,  more  than  any  one  else,  would  discard  nothing  from  the  library.     It  is 

the  distinct  apostle  of  the  library  movement,  a  fool's  mission,  and  no  one  but  a  fool  can  per- 

That  man  was  at  the  conference  in  1853,  is  at  form  its  functions.     Such  a  weeder  would  be 

the  conference  to-day,  and  we  hope  will  be  at  likely  to  relieve  the  library  of  its  most  valuable 

the  A.  L.  A.  conference  at  the  time  of  the  next  books.     If  he  should  go  through  my  private 

world's  fair,  Dr.  William  F.  Poole,  of  the  New-  library  I  am  sure  he  would  weed  out  all  the 

;  berry  Library.     May  we  not  hear  from  Dr.  books  which  I  most  value  ;  for  I  am  not  much 

Poole  on  this  question  ?  interested  in  common  books  like  those  in  the  A. 

W:  F.   Poole.  —  It  was  my  misfortune  to  L.  A.  collection.    I  like  uncommon  books,  rare 

\  come  in  very  late  and  I  am  not  sure  that  I  know  books,  yes,  and   foolish  books.    I  have  taken 

the  subject  which  is  up  for  discussion.   I  heard,  delight  in  collecting  and  working  in  some  of 

however,  the  last  of  Brcther  Green's  remarks,  these  specialties,   one  of  which  is  witchcraft, 

and  I  am  afraid  he  has  been  uttering  heresy.  Was  there  ever  a  more  absurd  and  foolish  thing 

He  thinks  that  the  libraries  in  towns  are  get-  in  this  world  than  witchcraft?    Was  there  one 

ting  to  be  too  large  and  that  the  collections  that  has  ever  been  a  greater  curse  to  humanity  ? 

ought  to  be  weeded  out.    This  to  me  is  anew  I  am  sure  that  our  ideal  weeder  —  like  the  cnrate, 

idea,  and  I  will  frankly  say  I  do  not  accept  the  barber,  the  housekeeper,  and  niece,  who 

it.     I  have  been  in  library  work  for  45  years,  went  through  Don  Quixote's  library  —  would 

and  the  scheme  of  weeding  libraries  in  order  to  pitch  out  into  the  area  all  my  books  relating  to 

prevent  them  from  growing  I  first  heard  of  witchcraft  and  knight-errantry,  because  they  are 

about  six  months  ago.    A  proposal  somewhat  absurd  and  useless  —  to  him.     Foolish  themes 

.*  like  it  was  made  at  the  International  Confer-  have  their  place  in  literature  and  history.    I  am 

ence  of  Librarians  in  London,  in  1877  —  that  a  only  one  of  many  persons  who  are  interested  in 

public  cremator  be  employed  to  go  through  the  that  class  of  subjects,  and  they  have  rights  eren 

libraries  and  burn  up  the  trash.    The  absurd  in  a  public  library.    Witchcraft  has  been  a  weird 

I  suggestion  was  passed  over  with  some  sportive  psychological  phenomenon  since  the   earliest 

comments  on  the  meaning  of  the  word  trash  dawn  of  history,  and  exists  in  our  day  in  the  form 

f^  jthf  qualifications  required  in  the  cremator,  of  hypnotism,    mesmerism,    spiritualism,   etc 


THIRD   SESSION.  21 


Its  solution  has  thus  far  bafSed  philosophical  and  it  was  greatly  admired  as  a  specimen  of 
investigation.  Is  it  to  be  understood  that  town  beautiful  architecture.  Its  practical  use  as  a 
libraries  are  to  have  no  books  which  will  interest  library  was  ignored.  That  has  been  the  fault 
persons  with  an  intellectual  range  above  that  of  with  all  library  buildings  of  the  past.  They 
clod-hoppers  and  market- gardeners?  What  in-  have  been  built  as  architectural  monuments, 
ducement  will  there  be  for  benevolent  donors  and  not  as  library  structures.  As  the  number 
to  place  scholarly  books  in  town  libraries  if  they  of  books  increase,  the  time  comes  when  the 
are  to  be  weeded  out,  in  years  to  come,  after  building  must  be  enlarged.  An  addition  can- 
this  fashion?  I  have  seen  in  the  "Printed  not  be  made  to  the  Quincy  Library  without  spoil- 
Abstracts  of  Papers  "  to  be  read  at  this  confer-  ing  it.  It  is  a  gem.  We  cannot  add  to  a  gem. 
ence,  the  following  sentence:  "It  has  been  We  can  improve  its  form  by  grinding,  and  its 
estimated  by  the  American  Library  Association  brilliancy  by  polishing,  its  facets ;  but  we  cannot 
that  books  of  importance  do  not  exceed  10,000  add  to  its  mass.  A  library  building,  when  it  is 
in  number."  I  am  sure  that  the  Library  Asso-  full,  requires  an  addition,  and  the  Quincy 
elation  never  made  such  an  estimate,  or  put  gem  did  not  admit  of  one.  Something  had  to 
forth  any  such  absurd  statement.  Assertions  be  done  in  that  emergency,  and  Mr.  Adams* 
of  this  sort  are  the  stock  in  trade  and  the  justi-  expedient  was  to  weed  out  the  books  it  had  and 
fication  of  those  who  are  advocating  the  weed-  make  space  on  the  shelves  for  accessions.  I 
ing  of  libraries.  Mr.  Green  on  the  next  page  enter  my  protest  against  such  a  scheme.  Very 
says  that  the  trustees  of  Thomas  Crane  Public  likely  some  of  the  books  to  be  weeded  out  were 
Library,  of  Quincy,  Mass.,  have  decided  "  that  a  given  by  friends  of  the  library,  and  have  manu- 
working  library  of  15,000  volumes  is  all  that  is  script  notes  or  personal  associations  which  the 
needed  to  supply  the  general  wants  of  a  city  of  weeder  would  not  discover.  Pamphlets  and  un- 
20,000  residents."  The  idea  of  weeding  libra-  bound  tracts  would  have  a  poor  show.  Here  is 
ries  had  its  origin  in  this  same  town  of  Quin-  a  pile  of  such  matter  ;  and  the  one  which  lies 
cy,  Mass.  Its  author  was  Mr.  Charles  Fran-  on  X\i^  \o^  \z  Not  ion* s  Literary  Register  iox  \^s^. 
els  Adams.  Mr.  Adams,  we  all  know,  be-  "  Why  should  such  a  waif  be  kept  ? "  We  can 
longs  to  a  very  distinguished  family,  and  is  tell  our  weeder  :  "  Because  it  contains  the  pro- 
one  of  the  ablest  men  of  the  State.  He  is  a  ceedings  of  the  first  '  Conference  of  Librarians ' 
man  of  ingenuity  and  resources,  a  man  of  many  held  in  New  York  in  1853,  and  the  matter  can 
devices  and  hobbies  —  some  of  them  wise,  and  be  found  nowhere  else."  Mr.  Green  tells  us 
some  of  them  otherwise.  He  has  a  way  of  chang.  what  books  should  not  be  in  a  town  library,  and 
log  his  mind  and  going  back  on  his  own  devices,  among  them  he  mentions  United  States  docu- 
Many  years  ago,  as  a  trustee  of  the  Quincy  ments.  Why  not  ?  Those  books  contain  valu- 
Public  Library,  he  made  an  annotated  finding-  able  and  interesting  matter  not  to  be  found 
list  of  the  library,  which  was  an  admirable  work,  elsewhere.  They  are  printed  at  great  expense 
and  the  principle  of  it  was  incorporated  in  the  and  are  distributed  gratuitously  by  the  govern- 
finding-lists  of  the  Boston  Public  Library.  He  ment  for  the  information  of  the  people.  I  have 
has  since,  I  have  understood,  withdrawn  his  observed  that  the  people  live  in  towns  as  well 
approval  of  the  plan,  on  the  ground  that  the  as  in  cities,  and  want  the  same  sort  of  informa- 
advantages  of  thescheme  did  not  compensate  tion.  I  have  found  them  quite  as  intelligent 
for  the  labor  and  expense  of  making  it.  Just  10  on  matters  of  public  interest  — and  sometimes 
years  ago  he  delivered  at  Cambridge  the  Phi-  a  little  more  so,  for  they  have  more  time  to 
Beta- Kappa  address,  which  he  entitled  "  A  Col-  read.  Mr.  Green  advises  town  libraries  to  send 
lege  Fetich."  It  was  a  vigorous  attack  on  the  their  pamphlets  to  libraries  in  cities  and  county- 
study  of  the  Greek  language  ;  but  the  "  Fetich  "  seats.  City  libraries,  in  his  view,  seem  to  need 
still  flourishes  at  Harvard,  and  is  studied  with  everything,  and  town  libraries  very  little, 
more  zeal  than  ever.  The  idea  of  weeding  11-  Would  he  apply  this  principle  to  public-school 
braries  came  to  Mr.  Adams  in  this  way:  A  education?  No  printed  matter  is  usually  re- 
beautiful  building  was  erected  s^me  years  ago  garded  as  so  worthless  as  old  school-books, 
for  the  Quincy  Public  Library,  which  was  and  our  weeder  would  turn  them  out  of  course, 
named,  in  honor  of  the  donor,  "  The  Thomas  A  collection  of  school-books  used  in  the  town 
Crane  Library.*'  It  was  a  gem,  or  might  more  schools  for  a  long  period  would  be  a  most  valu- 
accurately  be  called  an  artistic  bird-cage.  Pict-  ab!e  feature  in  a  town  library;  and  in  any  11- 
ures  of  it  were  in  the  magazines  of  the  time,  brary  a  large  collection  of  old  text-books  used 
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your  library  and  put  it  where  it  will  do  the  FOURTH  SESSION, 
most  service. 

BOOKBINDING.  (At  NeWBERRY  LIBRARY,    TUESDAY  MORNINO, 

«        T^               ^                          •_      »  July  18.) 
Pres,  Dewey.  —  Two  years  ago  when  I  went 

by  your  direction  to  England  to  invite  the  L.  A.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  9:15  A.M., 

U.  K.  to  come  here,  Mr.  Cedric  Chivers,  of  Vice  President  W:  I.  Fletcher  presiding. 

Bath,  was  one  of  the  first  to  accept  and  prom-  Pf«8«  Dewey  announced  that  the  first  paper 

ised  us  a  paper  on  bookbinding.    It  happens  ©n  the  program,  Buildings,  by  C:  C.  Soule, 

over  there  as  with  us,  that  when  people  ask  who  would  not  be  read,  as,  at  the  last  moment,  Mr. 

are  the  most  active  and  efficient  librarians  we  Soule  had  been  forbidden  by  his  physician  to 

are  almost  sure  to  name  two  or  three  men  who  cora«  ©^  to  the  meeting  or  to  finish  his  paper, 

are  not  librarians  at  all ;  for  instance,  R:  R.  pjj^^g,  protection,  insurance. 

Bowker  and  C:  C.  Soule.    While  Mr.  Chiveis  /o     ^          \ 

,.^      .       .               »       1.                  1    .  \^''  P*  223.) 
IS  not  a  librarian,  he  occupies  the  same  relation 

to  the  L.  A.  U.  K.  that  Mr.  Soule  does  to  the  R-  B.  Poole.  — I  think  this  subject  has  never 

A.  L.  A.     At  our  invitation  he  has  brought  ^'©n  presented  to  us  in  the  form  of  a  paper, 

with  him  many  admirable  illustrations  of  his  but  only  incidentally,  and  it  seemed  to  me  when 

paper,  which  are  grouped  here  in  the  room  and  ^  fi^s^  *ook   hold  of  the  subject  not  very  in- 

will  be  open  for  inspection  at  the  close  of  the  teresting,  but  the  more  I  studied  it  the  more  I 

session.  ^^It  its  importance  to  libraries  and  library  in- 

Mr.  Cedric  Chivers  was  then  introduced  by  terests.     In   preparing   my  paper   I  wrote  to 

Chairman  Green  and  read  his  paper  on  Book-  •om«  of  the   leading   insurance   companies  of 

binding.  New  York  City  and  sent  out  about  65  circulars. 

MISCELLANEOUS  BUSINESS.  In  response  to  them  I  received  56  answers.     I 

On  moUon  of  G:  T.   Little  his  paper  on  ^''^   ^°  ^^*"^   ^^^^  ^^°  »^  generously  re- 

College   and    school   ubraries  and  their  'P^"^^^  ^°  ""^  circular,  for  I  know  that  you 

RELATION  to  PUBLIC  UBRARIES,  prepared  for  ""**  ^*^*  ***^"  P""y  ^^"  ^^^""^^^  ^^^^  ^«^•• 

this  meeting,  was  referred  to  the  college  sec-  ^^^ 

^Iqj^  The  libraries  from  which  I  received  answers 

Business  was  temporarily  suspended  to  lis-  "present  6.000,000  volumes  and  10  or  11  miUion 

ten  to  Dr.   W.  R.  Harper,  president  of  the  ^°^^"  ^"  ^*^"*'  ^^^^«^  ^  ^"^^  received  a  sute- 

Chicago  University,  who  welcomed  the  Assocl-  "^°^  ^^  ^*^"^  ^'°"  *^"^  ^**'  ^^  '^^  libraries. 

^x\q^^  Many  were  not  able  to  give  it.    Of  these  56 

Pres.  Dewey  moved  that  the  constitution  as  "b«"«»  only  five  occupy  rented  buildings.  The 

approved  last  year  and  printed  in  the  year-book  »^*«tics  of  the  Bureau  of  Education  show  that 

be  adopted.  there  are  about  i  ,000  library  buildings  and  some 

Mr.  Crunden  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  ^'^  libraries  having  over  i.ooo  volumes.    We 

sections  8  and   10,  relating  to  the  method  of  ^*^*  represented  here  in  these  figures  about 

electing  officers,  were  not  fully  agreed  to  last  ^n^-fi^^^*  ^^  *"  ^^^  libraries  of  the  country  hav 

year,  and   he    moved  an  amendment  to  Mr.  inwoven, 000  volumes.  Only  five  or  six  libraries 

Dewey»s  motion  that  those  two  sections  be  laid  '"^^''^  ^  ^*^*  addressed  have  less  than  25,000 

over  and  be  made  a  special  order  for  Thursday  ^®*'*™*'' 

morning.  Librarians  regard  It  as  wise  policy  to  carry 

Mr.  oiwEY  accepted  the  amendment  and  his  *"  insurance.    There  are  33   libraries  out  of 

motion  as  thus  amended  was  carried.  ^6  insured  ;  10  have  no  insurance,  15  not  stated, 

Treas.  Carr  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  ^  "^'°*^'^  °'  ^^^"  ^^'^  ^^  °°^  »"»"'«  *"  S^*^« 

vote  passed  on  Saturday  by  which  he  was  in-  iil>«^'i««»  ^»>icl»  c*"y  their  own  insurance,  like 

structed  to  print  a  list  of  members  registered,  ^^*  ^^""^'^  ""^  Congress.    As  a  rule  libraries  in- 

He  explained  that  the  finances  would  not  justify  '""•  ^"^  ^  *^°"^^  estimate  that  they  were  in- 

the  expense.  sured  for  less  than  50  %,  which  is  too  small  a 

The  vote  was  reconsidered  and  the  whole  mat-  "^^°-     I"»«'anc«  ^»>^ie»  ^^^^  33  %  to  75  %^ 

ter  laid  on  the  toble.  ^^  ^®  records.     Nearly  all  libraries  keep  an 

inventory  of  their  books.    Accession  catalogs 

Recess  until  Tuesday  morning.  are  inventories  and  exceedingly  valuable  for 
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the  purpose  of  insurance,  as  we  have  there  a  de-  thoroughly  in  fire  insurance  for  all  people  who 

tailed  statement  of  the  books  and  the  cost  price,  work  on  borrowed  capital  and  cannot  afford  to 

How  far  do  we  keep  these  records  in  a  safe  risk  everything  in  a  single  fire,  and  for  people 

place?    They  should  be  kept  outside  of  the  who  worry  about  fires.      Wise  business   men 

building,  a  safe  deposit  is  best.    Opinions  among  with  scattered  interests  find  it  much  more  eco- 

insurance  companies  were  almost  unanimous  to  nomical  to  be  their  own  fire  insurance  company 

that  effect.  by  saving  premiums  and  standing  the  occa- 

Most  library  fires  have  occurred  on  account  of  sional  losses.    For  a  state  or  rich  city  it  seems 

bad  construction,  and  it  is  only  within  20  years  to  me  utter  nonsense  to  insure  its  library  or 

that  libraries  have  begun  to  be  built  on  fire-  other  property,  for  the  state  or  city  neither  wor- 

proof  principles.     In  the  first  place  a  library  ries  nor  is  in  danger  of  bankruptcy  because  of 

should  be  fire-proof  outside.    It  should  be  con-  a  fire.     Even  in  smaller  and  poorer  towns  this 

structed   with   proper  material,  and  of  those  principle  might  well  be  carried  farther  than  is 

materials  brick  is  considered  one  of  the  best,  now  common.    A  building  that  is  not  insured 

and  granite  one  of  the  poorest.    The  Boston  will  be  much  better  protected  against  fire.     I 

fire  demonstrated  that  granite  crumbles  to  sand  feel  very  strongly  on  this,  for  we  all  know  of  too 

in  a  fire  when  water  is  thrown  on  it.    Iron  had  many  cases  where  fires  have  been  caused  by 

been  considered  a  fire-proof  material  till  recent  the  friction  of  $10,000  policies  on  $5,000  risks, 

years,  but  now  it  is  not  thought  as  good  as  Many  a  man  will  carelessly  leave  his  building 

wood  unless  protected  by  fire-  proof  brick.     Iron  and  rest  easy  if  it  is  Insured  for  the  whole  value. 

beams  and  columns  should  be  completely  cov-  If  a  flue  is  defective  or  the  furnace  running 

ered.    [Mr.  Poole  exhibited  a  series  of  plates,  rather  too  strong  he  says,  *'  It  is  well  insured  and 

which  he  explained,  showing  different  methods  I  guess  will  be  all  right."    But  if  the  policy  had 

of  fire-proof  construction.]  run  out  the  week  before  he  would  turn  back  and 

One  form  of  wood  construction  shows  a  hoi-  see  that  all  was  safe.     After  many  years'  study 

low  floor,  but  it  is  protected  by  wire  lathing,  of  this  question  I  feel  that  great  mischief  has 

and  both  sides  of  the  wire  lathing  are  protected  been  done  the  public  by  people  who,  having  their 

by  cement  and  plaster,  so  that  there  is  no  chance  own  property  insured  to  full  value,  have  grown 

for  draft.    The  great  trouble  from  fire  comes  careless,  and  as  a  result  it  has  burned  and  car- 

from  drafts  in  the  partitions,  floors,  and  roofs«  ried  with  it  their  neighbor's  not  so  well  insured. 

and  one  of  the  greatest  and  first  principles  in  In  the  larger  towns  if  $200  or  $300  a  year  is 

fire-proof  construction  is  to  prevent  these  drafts,  paid  for  fire  insurance  it  is  just  so  much  taken 

Sec.    Hill.  —  In    our   library    at    Newark,  out  of  your  appropriation  which  could  be  used 

which  is  lighted  by  electricity,  some  of  the  wires  for  running  expenses.     If  the  library  is  burned 

run  up  through  the  elevator  shaft.      On  one  up  the  city  can  and  will  afford  to  rebuild  and 

occasion  the  wires  crossed.     In  about  a  half  a  replace  the  books.    We  can  get  just  as  large  an 

minute  that  whole  shaft  was  afire.    Fortunately  appropriation  when  an  insurance  is  not  carried, 

we  had  Babcock    fire*extinguishers  there  and  and  it  is  economically  wiser.     As  the  library 

quickly  put  it  out,  just  because  we  were  present  belongs  to  the  community  no  one  man  is  worry- 

at  that  moment.  ing  about  it,  and  the  community's  eggs  are  not 

Pres.  Dewey.  —  I  have  been  burned  out  two  all  in  one  basket.    None  of  the  good  reasons  for 

or  three  times,  and  still  hold  to  my  original  view  insuring  property  hold  good  in  a  library  which 

that  the  only  people  who  can  really  afford  to  in-  is  owned  by  the  state,  city,  or  town.    But  in  case 

sure  are  those  who  have  their  eggs  all  in  one  of  an  endowed  or  college  library,  dependent  on 

basket  and  who  might  be  ruined  by  a  fire,  and  gifts  to  replace  any  loss,  the  case  is  very  differ- 

those  people  who  constantly  worry.    The  man  ent,  for  it  Is  like  the  man  with  all  staked  on  a 

who    when  he  hears  a  fire-bell    immediately  single  risk.    Unless  the  non-insurance  conrse 

jumps  out  of  bed  to  study  the  location  ought  to  has  been  deliberately  agreed  upon  by  the  trus- 

insure.    It  is  perfectly  obvious  that  we  must  tees  and  representatives  of  the  alumni,  they 

pay  the  insurance  company  the  total  amount  of  will  be  accused,  in  case  of  fire,  of  having  been 

the  risk,  and  also  all  their  heavy  running  ex-  grossly  negligent.    The  tendency  is  also  to  in- 

penses  and  profits,  and  also  all  the  many  extra  sure  for  more  than  is  wise.    Few  fires  destroy 

losses  paid  which  would  not  have  occurred  ex-  enough  so  that  the  entire  amount  of  the  policy 

cept    for   carelessness   or   fraud    due  to   full  can  be  collected, 
insurance.    For  a  general  principle  I  believe       J:  W.  Rich.  —  I  agree  essentially  with  the  re- 
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CONFERENCE   OF    LIBRARIANS. 

CHICAGO. 
July  13-22,  1893. 

THE     PROCEEDINGS. 

FIRST  SESSION,  makes  her  report.    Some  differences  have  arisen 

, .      .        ^  ^  ,  .  from  lime  to  time,  all  of  which  have  been  set- 

(AT  ART  PALACE.  THUBSDAY.  JULV  13.)         ^,^j  ^^  ^^^  ^^^.^^„  ^,  ^^^  Committee,    since 

The  Association  was  called  to  order  at  lo  the  ist  of  September  she  has  written  6io  official 

o'clock  A.M.  by  the  president,  Melvil  Dewey,  letters,  besides  letters  to  individual  members  of 

who  said  he  would  make  no  formal  report  and  the  committee  and  to  others  of  the  Association 

would  defer  any  extended  remarks.  interested  in  the  subject. 

The   proceedings  of  the  last  conference  as  When  the  committee  found  that  there  would 
published    in    the    Library  journal   were  ap-  not  be  enough  money  to  carry  out  the  plans  of 
proved.  the  committee  unless  outside  assistance  was  re- 
Secretary  Hill  made  extemporaneously  his  ceived,  it  was  the  chairman  of  the  committee 

who  started  the  subscription  paper  and  who 
raised  a  fund  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  work  at 

The  Model  Library  prepared  by  the  A.  L.  A.  a  time  when  it  seemed  as  though  failure  was  to 

will  probably  interest  more  members  than  will  be  our  portion.     The  money  which  she  raised 

any  other  exhibit  at  the  fair,  and  the  secretary  has  not  all  been  spent.    There  is  a  surplus,  I  am 

will  therefore  confine  his  report  to  some  of  the  glad  to  say  —  a  result  which,  I  very  much  fear, 

details  of  the  work  of  the  committee  having  in  would  not  have  been  obtained  had  a  man  had 

hand  the  matter  of  installation  —  details  which  the  spending  of  the  money.    Those  of  you  who 

would  not  be  brought  out  by  the  chairman  of  have  been  here  for  a  few  days  and  who  have 

the  committee.    My  excuse,  if  any  be  needed,  '  seen  this  exhibit  will  understand  what  a  large 

is  that  the  exhibit  is  of  such  importance  that  it  amount  of  headwork  has  been  required  to  get 

deserves  to  stand  out  as  one  of  the  prominent  it  into  good  working  order, 

features  of  this  year's  conference.  For  the  last  week  or  lo  days  the  chairman  of 

The  work  of  the  A.  L.  A.  Exhibit  Committee  the  committee,  in  company  with  an  assistant, 

began  in  September  last.     It  was  carried  on  Mr.  Burns,  of  the  State  Library,  Albany,  has 

very  hurriedly  and  very  well,  and  all  the  credit  been  at  Washington  reading  proof  constantly, 

belongs  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  who  They  have  worked  day  and  night,  and  worked 

has  in  reality  made  the  plan  for  the  large  com-  faithfully  in  getting  out  the  catalog,  a  copy  of 

mittce,  appointed  sub-committees,  and  arranged  which  we  hope  to  show  you  this  week.    That 

the  work  for  those  committees.    She  has  at-  part  of  the  work  she  will  tell  you  about  when 

tended  to  all  details  with  the  Bureau  of  Educa-  she  makes  her  report  for  the  committee, 

tion,  which  has  very  kindly  printed  the  catalog  The  general  plan  of  the  work  will  be  ex- 

for  us,  about  which  you  will  hear  when  she  plained  by  the  chairman  in  her  report,  but  I 
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The  referencct  after  the  titles  of  papers  read  are  to  the  pagei  of  the  Librmry  jwumml  for  July,  which  con- 
tained abatracts  of  those  papers. 
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with  to  have  the  members  realize  that  the  credit 
for  this  great  work  belongs,  almost  entirely,  to 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  Miss  Mary  S. 
Cutler.  She  is  with  us  to-day  —  or  rather  she 
is  in  the  city,  to  enjoy  with  us  the  good  which 
will  come  from  the  preparation  of  this  catalog 
and  this  worlc,  and  I  know  that  you  will  appre- 
ciate what  she  has  done  for  the  A.  L.  A. 

Weston  Funt.  —  I  move  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
Miss  Cutler,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  li- 
brary exhibit,  for  her  efficient  work.  Referred 
to  the  committee  on  resolutions. 

W:  I.  Fletcher.  —  I  wish  to  introduce  to  the 
Association  the  Hon.  Henry  Barnard,  of  Con- 
necticut, who  was  in  the  first  convention  of  li- 
brarians in  1853.  He  and  Dr.  W.  F.  Poole  are 
the  only  men  here  who  were  in  that  meeting. 

treasurer's  report. 

H:  J.  Carr  read  his  report,  which  was  referred 
to  the  finance  committee. 

Henry  J.  Carr,  Treasurer^  in  account  with  the 
American  Library  Association. 
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same,  2  years  and  10 
months 
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creased to  Life  fellow- 
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To  interest  on  deposits 
1892,  and  6  months  1893. 
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Cr. 

By  Lakewood  Times;  for 
250  lists  of  persons  at- 
tending Conference  .     . 

By  Frank  P.  Hill;  ex- 
pense of  Secretary's  of- 
fice, February  i  to  May 

13.  1892 

By  Grover  Brothers,  New- 
ark, bill  of  March  16 ; 
announcements  and  en- 
velopes for  Secretary    . 

By  Citizen  Newspaper  Co., 
Lowell,  bill  of  May  4  ; 
500  reports  of  Com.  on 
World's  Fair  Exhibit     . 

By  Wm.  L  Fletcher,  Am- 
herst, bill  of  May  31  ; 
expense  in  Presidency, 
Lakewood  Conference  . 

By  Library  Bureau,  bill  of 
May  31 ;  circulars,  pro- 
grams, etc.,  preliminary 
to  Lakewood  Conference 

By  Frank  T.  Boland, 
stenographer,  bill  of 
July  16 ;  expenses  and 
reporting  Lakewood 
Conference .     •     ,    .     . 

By  A.  L.  A.  Endowment 
Fund  ;  transferred  to  E. 
C.  Hovey,  Treas..  the 
special  deposit  of  Au- 
gust, 1889  ($400.00),  with 
accrued  interest,  as  per 
vote  of  the  Association 
at  Lakewood  Confer- 
ence, for  permanent  in- 
vestment       

By  Same  ;  amount  of  three 
Life  memberships  (Cole, 
Hovey,  Utley),  at  $25.00 
each 

By  Same;  amount  of  one 
Life  membership  (Crun- 
den), $25.00,  and  bal- 
ance of  one  Life  Fellow- 
ship (Green),  $75.00 .    . 

By  Library  Bureau,  bill  of 
June  29;  500  envelopes 
for  Secretary    .... 

By  Tosephine  Stansbury, 
bill  of  June  30  ;  type- 
writing for  Secretary    • 
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Brought  forward 

Sept.  5.  By  C.  F.  Williams  Print- 
ing Co.,  Albany,  bill  of 
Aug.  I ;  printing  1,000 
circulars  for  Dewey, 
Aug.  18,  1890  .... 

Sept.  6.  By  Same,  bill  of  July  13  ; 
printing  for  Constitution 
Committee,  April  i  to 
July  13, 1892    .... 

Oct.  6.  By  Library  Bureau,  bill  of 
Aug.  23 ;  3,000  letter- 
heads for  officers  •     .     . 

Oct.  6.  By  Am.  Printing  and  Eng. 
Co.,  Boston,  bill  of  Aug. 
5  ;  1,275  copies  Papers 
and  Proceedings,  Lake- 
wood  Conf.  (106  p.),  (475 
for  A.  L.  A..  800  for  Li- 
brary  journal)  .... 

Oct.  6.  By  Same,  bills  of  Aug.  15 
and  22  ;  wrappers,  ad- 
dressing and  postage  on 
436  Proceedings  .     .     . 

Oct.  8.  By  Mary  S.  Cutler,Albany, 
bill  of  July  30 ;  badges 
for  Lakewood  Conf.  .     . 

Oct.  8.  By  Mclvil  Dewey,  bill  of 
Aug.  I ;  for  postage,  etc. , 
on  L.  A.  U.  K.  Proc. 
and  correspondence  .     . 

Dec.  3.  By  Trunk  Line  Ass'n,  bill 
of  Nov.  16 ;  attendance 
of  special  agent  at  Lake- 
wood  Conference .     .     . 

Dec.  15.  By  Boston  Book  Co.,  bill 
of  John  Wilson  &  Son, 
Nov.  30 ;  printing  2,000 
circulars  for  W.  F.  sub- 
cum.  on  Architecture  . 
1893. 

Jan.  28.  By  Publishers'  Weekly,  bill 
of  July,  1892  ;  9  reams 
of  paper  for  Proceedings 

May  22.  By  Citizen  Newspaper  Co. , 
Lowell,  bill  of  May  6 ; 
printing  for  Secretary   . 

May  22.  By  Grover  Brothers,  New- 
ark, bill  of  May  15 ; 
2,000  circulars,  Secre- 
tary     

May  22.  By  Library  Bureau,  bill  of 
May  12  ;  addressing  and 
postage  on  circulars  .     . 

June  12.  By  Grover  Brothers,  New- 
ark, bill  of  May  15  ;  100 
postals  printed  for  Sec- 
retary       

June  14.  By  Boston  Book  Co.,  bill 
of  April  25  ;  expenses 
of  W.  F.  sub-com.  on 
Architecture    .... 

July  3.  By  Grover  Brothers,  bill 
of  June  14 ;  cards  for 
Secretary 

July  7.  By  Library  Bureau,  bill  of 
June  23 ;  directing  and 
postage  on  circulars  .    . 


$870  09 


2  35 

37  93 
24  00 


249  79 

27  30 
21  07 


20  00 


17  00 


10  95 


23  40 
3  50 


20  00 


II  09 


2  00 
18   25 

I  75 
12  07 


Carried  forward $l»372  54 


Brought  forward    .....   $1,372  54 

July  8.  By  Treasurer's  office  ;  cur- 
rent expenses.  May  13, 
1892,  to  June  30,  1893, 
per  detailed  voucher     .  12  50 

^SS^cgate  payments     .  $1,385  04 
July  8.        Balance     on     deposit    at 

Scranton  Savings  Bank  .        181  72 

Total $1,566  76 

A.  ^"^" 

Membership  status  July  8, 1893,  is  as  follows: 

Life  fellowships i 

Life  memberships 27 

Annual  fellowships  paid  for  1892    ...  38 

Annual  memberships  paid  for  1892      .     .  371 

Library  memberships  paid  for  1892     .    .  18 

Total 455 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  all  who  paid  duet 
for  1892  will  continue  in  1893.  Allowing  for 
temporary  members,  and  those  who  drop  out 
for  one  reason  and  another,  we  must  count  upon 
a  moderate  shrinkage  in  numbers. 

On  the  other  hand  new  members  come  in 
each  year,  many  of  whom  remain  with  ut.  Such 
is  apt  to  be  the  case  even  more  than  usual  at 
the  present  meeting  ;  for,  of  the  93  who  have 
already  paid  fees  for  1893,  57  are  new  member- 
ships, and  the  same  is  true  as  to  6  out  of  the  7 
Library  Memberships  thus  far  paid  for  the  year 
1893. 

Hence  it  may  be  said  that  the  Association  has 
now  a  fairly  sure  average  of  about  450  members. 

The  treasurer  has  Papers  and  Proceedings  of 
prior  years  now  remaining  on  hand,  as  follows  : 

6  copies  of  Milwaukee  Conference  (1886X 
36      "      *'  Thousand  Islands  Conference  (1887). 
85      "      "  St.  Louis  Conference  (1889). 
24     "      *'  White  Mts.  Conference  (1890). 
32      "      *'  San  Francisco  Conference  (1891). 
10     "      "  Lakewood  Conference  (1892). 

Necrological  addenda* 

Five  deaths  are  known  to  the  treasurer,  for 
note  at  this  time  ;  one  of  which  occurred  in  the 
period  covered  by  his  previous  report,  but  was 
not  communicated  to  us  until  later. 

Dr.  Robert  W.  Wood,  a  life  member  (regis- 
tration No.  242),  died  at  Jamaica  Plains,  Boston, 
Jan.  2,  1892. 

Mrs.  (Ellen  M.)  John  Edmands,  of  Philadel- 
phia (registration  No.  866),  died  July  4,  1892. 
She  was  an  associate  member  in  1890  and  1892, 
and  attended  the  meetings  of  those  years. 

Daniel  S.  Durrie,  librarian  of  the  Wisconsin 
State  Historical  Society  (registration  No.  539), 
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died  August  31,  1892,  aged  73.  He  had  not 
been  a  member  since  1886. 

Miss  Charlotte  Zimmerman  (registration  No. 
776),  an  esteemed  assistant  at  the  Newberry  Li- 
brary, died  at  Chicago,  April  27, 1893.  She  be- 
came a  member  in  1890,  and  attended  the  White 
Mountains  and  Lakewood  meetings. 

Miss  Harriet  E.  Green  (registration  No.  367) 
died  June  26,  1893,  at  Oakland,  Cal.  She  was 
originally  a  member  for  1879  only,  and  attended 
the  Boston  conference.  Rejoining  again  in  1890, 
she  continued  as  a  regular  member  till  her 
death,  and  was  present  at  both  the  White 
Mountains  and  Lakewood  meetings.  Following 
the  latter  she  accepted  a  cataloging  engagement 
at  the  University  of  California. 

Miss  Green  was  a  recognized  authority  in  the 
matter  of  dictionary  cataloging,  and  had  long 
experience  at  the  Boston  Athenaeum  and  the 
Boston  Public  Library.  She  was,  therefore,  a 
valued  special  instructor  for  the  Library  School 
at  both  Columbia  College  and  Albany. 

Her  pleasant  countenance  and  voice,  as  well 

as  her  sound  practical  contributions  upon  library 

topics,  will  be  missed  by  many  at  this  and  future 

A.  L.  A.  gatherings,  and  their  absence  felt  as  a 

personal  loss. 

B. 

The  A.  L.  A.  had  its  commencement  at  and 
dates  from  the  Centennial  Exposition  at  Phila- 
delphia, in  1876.  We  are  now  gathered  at  the 
time  of  another  great  occasion  of  a  like  nature, 
and  it  would  seem  to  be  a  fitting  thing  for  the 
treasurer  to  present  a  consolidated  statement 
of  the  financial  doings  of  the  Association  from 
the  beginning. 

In  one  sense  its  operations  may  be  said  to  be 
gauged  by  its  numbers,  its  income,  and  its  ex- 
penditures ;  and  its  steady  growth  is  indicated 
thereby  if  we  cannot  with  equal  certainty  point 
out  other  results  of  its  work,  or  measure  its 
widespread  influence  for  good,  which  has  like- 
wise increased  from  year  to  year. 

The  membership  of  the  A.  L.  A.  has  been 
given  a  successive  registration  numbering  in 
order  of  accession  from  the  beginning.  The 
treasurer's  record  of  same  closes  at  the  date  of 
this  report  with  No.  1,14s  \  being  the  total  num- 
ber of  persons  or  institutions  which  have  joined 
since  1876,  including  temporary  (or  associate) 
memberships.  Each  is  counted  but  once,  though 
rejoining,  perhaps,  at  later  intervals. 

By  calendar  years  the  same  may  be  summed 
up  as  follows : 

In  1876,  69;  1877,  63;  1878,  74}  1879, 186; 


1880,  16;  1881.  16;  1882,  41;  1883,  16;  1884, 
6;  1885,  37;  1886,  81;  1887,  106;  1888,  26; 
1889,  46;  1890,  113;  1891,  66;  1892,  144; 
1893  (half  year),  62.    Total,  1,146. 

A  summary  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  the  Association  for  the  same  period,  grouped 
in  general  classes,  gives  the  following  result : 

RECEIPTS  (Sept.,  1876,  to  July,  1893). 

Membership  fees 97t678  74 

Gifts,  etc 68  40 

Interest 179  78 

Proceedings  sold 58  67 

Total  receipts 17,985  59 

EXPENDITURES. 

Reports  and  Proceedings     .    .    .     .  I4.721  25 

Other  expenses 2,460  15 

Invested 622  47 

Total  payments 7.803  87 

Balance  in  Treasury 181  72 

Total $7,985  59 


The  same  moneys  summed  up  in  order  of  col- 
lection and  disbursement,  are  also  shown  in  the 
following  statement : 

RtceipU,  Payments, 

Frederick  Jackson  re- 
ported as  Treasurer 
from  September,  1876. 
to  June  20,  1878     .     .      $673  00         $732  63 

Melvil  Dewey,  June  30, 

1878,  to  Feb.  8,  1881  .        569  30  73  68 

Finance  Committee, Feb. 
8,  1881,  to  Sept.  6, 
1882 578  85  657  34 

James  L.  Whitney.  Sept. 
9, 1882,  to  Oct.  5, 1886     1,708  82         1.484  99 

Henry  J.  Carr,  Oct.  10, 
1886,  to  July  8,  1893  .     4,455  62        4.855  23 
Balance,  July  8,  1893  iSi  72 

Total $7,985  59      $7,985  59 


R:  R.  BowKER  announced  that  200  extra 
copies  of  the  Library  journal  with  abstracts  of 
the  papers  had  been  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
conference,  and  that  members  who  could  not 
secure  these  at  the  desk  would  find  the  supple- 
ment consisting  of  diagrams  showing  location 
of  book  exhibits  at  the  fair. 

COMMITTEES. 

Upon  request,  an  extension  of  time  for  report 
was  granted  to  the  co-operation  committee  and 
also  to  the  committee  on  Library  School. 

The  President  announced  the  following  com- 
mittees : 


SECOND  SESSION. 


On  resolutions.  —  F:  M.  Crunden,  R:  R.  Bow-  throughout  the  state.     Those  cities  that  have 

ker.  S:  S.  Green,  W:  C.  Lane,  Theresa  West.  adopted  the  plan  favor  it.    We  mast  have  very 

On  next  meeting.  —  C:  A.  Cutter,  Miss  E.  M.  good  superintendents,  because  the  plan  works 

Coe,  G:  W.  Cole,  James  Bain,  Mrs.  Mary  H.  successfully  in  the  cities  where  it  has  been  tried. 

Miller.  Treas.  Carr. — The  personal  characteristics 

Adjourned  until  Saturday  morning,  to  give  of  the  man  are  ten  times  more  important  than 

way  to  the  meeting  of  the  World's  Congress  of  any  official  connection.    In  ex-officio  connections 

Librarians.  you  oftentimes  get  good  men,  but  the  chances 

SECOND  SESSION.  *"  *'«"*"y  «"**  °^  «'"*"«  *  °""'  """  y""  **** 

not  want. 

(At  Art  Palace,  Saturday  Morning,  July  15.)  A.  W.  Tyler.  —  The  statement  of  Mr.  Hill 


Pres.  Dewey  called  the  meeting  to  order  at 


should  be  slightly  modified.    The  law  of  New 
Jersey  is  not  compulsory.    There  are  at  least 

^    '    '  three  different  library  laws  there.    My  library 

libraries  in  relation  to  schools.  at  Plainfield  was  not  organized  under  that  law, 

Miss  Hannah  P.  James  was  to  have  read  a  ^^^  ^^"^  superintendent  had  nothing  to  do  with 

paper  on  this  subject,  but  as  she  was  detained  ^^«  "^^^X-     ^^  Indianapolis  both  the  super- 

at  home  by  the  serious  illness  of  her  nephew,  intendent  and   members  of  the  school  board 

Pres.  Dewey  submitted  the  points  of  her  paper  ^«"  ^^  ^^«  '^^'^''^  committee, 

as  printed  in  the  Library  journal,  p.  213.  and  ^ec.  HiLL.  -  This  law  is  known  as  the  law  of 

took  charge  of  the  discussion.  ^^^4.  and  it  is  of  no  effect  unless  adopted  by  a 

city.     Any  city  adopting  that  law  must  put  the 

2d  point.  Co-operation  of  school  autkoritus,  superintendent  on  the  board  of  trustees.     There 

Miss  C.  M.  Hewins.  —  We  have  tried  having  are  other  laws  relating  to  libraries  in  which 

one  or  more  principals  of  the  public  schools  on  nothing  is  said  about  the  superintendent,  but  if 

the  library  board  and  have  found  it  very  sue-  this  particular  law,  known  as  the  law  of  1884,  is 

cessful.  adopted  the  superintendent  must  go  on.    This 

Miss  T.  L.  Kelso. — We  find  that  to  have  law  has  been  adopted  by  Jersey  City,  Paterson, 

the  teachers  join  the  library  club  and  meet  with  Newark,  Hoboken,  and  Passaic, 

the  librarians  has  done  mote  good  than  any-  Jas.  K.  Hosmbr.  —  In  Minneapolis  the  library 

thing  else.  gains  great  strength   from  the  fact  that  the 

A.  L.  Peck.  —  The  city  superintendent  is  one  president  of  the  State  University  and  the  super- 

of  our  trustees.     The  librarian  has  an  invita-  intendent  of  schools  are  both  ex-officio  members 

tion  to  go  to  any  school  at  any  time  to  see  the  of  the  board.     They  are  both  excellent  men  and 

teachers  and  the  students.     I  believe  in  having  give  the  board  great  strength.     I  believe  under 

the  librarian  meet  the  teachers.  all  circumstances  it  would  be  so,  because  no 

S:  S.  Green.  —  Those  things  are  all  excellent,  men  would  be  in  those  positions  who  are  not 

We   must  interest  the  teacher  and  have  the  men  of  a  kind  likely  to  give  strength  to  the 

superintendent  on  our  side.     We  should  also  board, 

get  the  school  board  on  our  side.  Edmund  M.  Barton.  —  It  is  a  great  privilege 

Miss  Theresa  West.  —  President  of  the  school  with  us  to  have  the  president  of  Clark  University 

board  and  members  of  the  board  are  members  and  the  superintendent  of  our  free  public  library 

of  our  library  committee.  on  our  council. 

E:  Farquhar.  —  The  Columbian  University  Miss  T.  L.  Kelso.  —  I  think  it  would  be  a  de- 

of  Washington  City  has  a  little  guide  showing  plorable  thing  if  we  had  to  accept  a  person  for 

the  distance  of  the  university  from  each  library  our  board  on  account  of  holding  a  certain  office, 

in  the  city,  and  gives  an  idea  to  every  one  con-  What  we  want  is  people  fit  for  the  place,  and 

cerned  of  the  location  and  character  of  the  not  people  who  happen  to  be  superintendents 

different  libraries.     I  think  if  the  universities  of  schools. 

were  encouraged  to  follow  that  example  it  would  Pres.    Dewey.  —  If   the    superintendent   of 

ad  J  much  to  the  usefulness  of  the  libraries.  schools  not  only  has  the  responsibility  of  the 

Sec.   Hill. — The,  state  law  of  New  Jersey  education  of  our  children,  but  also  aids  in  the 

makes  the  superintendent  of  public  instruction  library  work,  are  not  the  chances  increased  that 

a  trustee  of  the  public  library,  so  that  the  >ou  will  get  it  out  of  politics?     Are  we  not 

schoo!s  and  libraiies  work  in  close  connection  bound  to  work  with  the  schools,  and  is  not  the 
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best  way  to  cure  the  difficulty  to  get  right  men  may  have  i8  books.    If  there  are  three  teachers 

for  superintendents  ?  in  one  room  they  have  54  books  regularly,  and 

Treas.  Carr.  —  If  a  man  is  a  good  man  you  they  not  infrequently  have  loo. 

can  get  him  to  take  an  interest  without  com-  Pres.  Dewey.  —  A  few  years  ago  a  college 

pelling  him  to  take  an  ez-officlo  position.     If  librarian  went  to  the  president  and  asked  that 

he  is  ihe  right  man  you  can  get  him.    I  believe  the  students  should  no  longer  be  allowed  to 

in  reaching  the  schools  by  personal  action  and  read  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica  on  a  certain 

personal  interest.  subject,  because  the  volumes  were  not  wearing 

4/i  paint.  Grades,  uniformly.     That  is  the  kind  of  librarian  that 

S:  S.  Green.  -  You  ought  to  begin  to  educate  f  ^f'.  *'  ^^  ^^""^  ^*^  ^***^  ^"^^  '^  y^^"'  *"^ 

the  taste  as  soon  as  possible.    Begin  by  supply-  i'  ^»  ^''^\  "  ^^^^^  *"^  "^^*  "  ^^  '^^^  ^^^"^  ^^ 

ing  good  books  to  young  children  and  continue  ^°"«^l,^      ^^  "^7  '^°''^'*  .^  "^''°'*'*  ? 

to  supply  them  as  the  scholars  grow  up.  ^^  *:    ^he  modern  librarian  with  the  A.  L.  A. 

The  sentiment  of  the  meeting  was  that  we  »P^"^  '^  *«  *°^^^»  ^°  «^^  ^^»  ^^^^'  "*^^  ^^ 

ought  to  begin  in  the  kindergarten  to  educate  J^*  P^^"^  ?  *"  ^^*  Chicagoans  to  get  people 

readers  in  the  schools.  ^"^°  ^^^^^  ^**'- 

G:  W.   Cole.  —  Is  not  the  Milwaukee  plan 

5M  Z^'n/.  J\ro.  voiumes  loaned.  similar  to  that  pursued  at  Cleveland,  where  100 

Miss  C.  M.  Hbwins.  —  We  find  the  no  limit  books  are  sent  in  a  box  to  the  school  and  dis- 

ni!e  works  satisfactorily.    A  teacher  may  send  tributed  to  the  pupils  by  the  teacher,  forming 

for  50  books  at  a  time  if  she  likes.  a  sort  of  delivery  agency  ? 

Miss  Theresa  West.  —We  make  no  limit  to  Miss  Theresa  West.  —  I  think  the  Cleveland 

the  number  of  books  drawn  by  the  teacher,  system  has  been  copied  from  Milwaukee.     The 

We  limit  to  one  or  two  books  for  the  class  use  teacher  comes  to  the  library  and  selects  the 

only.     A  teacher  can  have  any  number  of  books  books.    Then  they  are  distributed  as  through 

for  her  own  use.  an  agency,  and  the  teacher  is  responsible  for  the 

G:  W.  Cole.  —  In  Jersey  City  we  have  in-  safe  return  of  the  books, 

duced  the  teachers  to  make  a  canvass  of  the  G:  W.  Cole.  —  Through  the  solicitation  of  a 

schools  and  get  as  many  scholars  as  possible  to  school  principal,  who  is  a  member  of  our  board 

take  out  individual  cards,which  perhaps  answers  of  trustees,  we  tried  a  plan  in  the  last  two 

the  same  purpose  as  the  Milwaukee  allowance  months  of  sending  about  40  copies  of  a  single 

of  one  book  to  each  pupil.  book  to  our  schools.     They  are  what  is  known 

S:  S.  Green.  —  We  give  six  books  to  every  as  the  "  Classics  for  children."    They  are  dis- 

teacher  for  his  own  use,  and  12  for  the  use  of  tributed  by  the  teachers  so  that  the  scholars 

pupils,  but  the  teacher  can  liave  any  number  can  all  be  reading  on  one  topic    under    the 

by  asking  for  them.     I  like  the  idea  of  having  teacher's  direction.    We  find  it  very  successful, 
a  limit,  and  then,  if  it  is  found  that  the  teachers 

really  need  more,  letting  them  have  as  many  as  ^'^  ^^^'  ^^''^''^  libraries. 

they  want.  Annie  B.  Jackson.  —  We  could  use  200  copies, 

The  head  of  the  department  in  the  circulating  but  not  having  money  enough  we  buy  three  ; 

library  is  instructed  not  to  let  the  teacher  have  one  for  use  in  the  regular  way,  one  for  the 

more  than  one  novel  and  to  look  out  very  care-  teachers,  and  one  to  be  kept  in  the  building, 

fully  that  the  books  for  pupils  are  for  some  G.  M.  Jones.  — In  Salem  we  asked  the  master 

kind  of  study  or  elevating  occupation.    It  is  not  of  the  high  school  to  suggest  books  that  he  would 

necessary  that  they  should  be  for  the  exact  have  duplicated.    He  gave  us  a  list  ranging  from 

studies  of  the  school,  but  something  that  will  two  to  12  copies.    We  immediately  added  the 

promote  study.    The  teacher  must  make  care-  whole  list  to  the  library,  but  I  regret  to  say  he 

ful  selections  in  regard  to  the  children.     A  was  not  careful  in  his  choice,  and  many  of  those 

teacher  may  have  six  books  for  her  own  use  books  have  not  been  used  at  all.    We  cannot 

and  12  more  for  her  pupils.    Then  we  have  a  always  safely  follow  a  teacher's  suggestions, 

separate  blue  card  on  whfch  we  give  out  books  S:  S.  Green.  —  In  some    places  the    school 

to  any  child  of  any  age  where  we  think  it  committees  are  willing  to  buy  numbers  of  dupli- 

advisable,  but  the  officers  of  the  library  are  cate  books  themselves.     This  kind  of  books  is 

instructed  to  be  very  careful  that  the  book  is  bought  in   Boston  by  the  school   committee, 

adapted  to  the  age  of  the  child.     Each  teacher  There  they  get  a  very  wise  selection.     It  may 
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be  that  frequently  libraries  need  not  go  to  that  which  have  struck  them  as  most  important, 
expense,  but  the  school  committee  will.  Much  more  good  is  got  from  that  way  of  read- 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Sandkrs.  — We  get  recommenda-  ing  than  in  any  other, 
tions  from  the  teachers  of  books  that  are  re-  ^^   ..^  Fiction 
quired.    We  have  I200  from  the  state  to  spend 

in  this  way.  ^*  ^'  ^RKEN*  —  Good  stories  can  be  read  by 

Pres.  Dewey.  —  By  our  New  York  law  passed  young    people  often  to  the    best   advantoge. 

last  year  we  get  besides  I25.000  a  year  for  the  It  depends  largely  on  the  age  of  the  children 

travelling  libraries  I55.000  for  school  libraries,  and  their  intellectual  advancement.     I  should 

Any  school   receiving  a  portion  of  this  public  dislike  to  have  the  thing  restricted  in  any  way. 

money  must  raise  an  equal  amount  from  local  Miss  C.  M.  Hewins.  — A  teacher  often  sends 

sources.    The  New  York  district  libraries  were  ««  a  note  like  this  :  ••  Please  send  us  50  books  ; 

never  school  libraries.    They  were  public  libra-  10  on  popular  science,  10  on  interesting  history, 

ries,  and  they  were  confused  in  public  estima-  w  on  interesting  biography  suitable  for  pupils 

tion  with  school  libraries  because  for  convenience  of  common-school  age.    For  the  other  20  send 

of  administration    they  were   kept  in  school-  as  good  stories  as  you  can  pick  out,  or  anything 

houses.     That  law  was  repealed  last  year  and  you  think  they  would  like  to  read."    We  send 

an  appropriation  of  l55,ooo  was  granted  dis-  them  good  stories,   interesting  poetry,    good 

tinctly  for  books  as  a  part  of  the  school  appa-  novels,  and  anything  in  which  we  think  they 

ratus.    The  law  forbids  their  use  for  general  take  the  slightest  interest.    The  children  are 

circulation.  allowed  to  take  them  home,  and  the  teachers 

Miss  T.  L.  Kelso.  — That  is  our  law  in  Call-  speak  in  favor  of  the  effect  that  those  books 

fomia.     We  have  in   Los  Angeles  $5,555  for  liave  had  in  bringing  books  to  the  children's 

books  for  schools.     Usually  we  spend  this  mon-  notice  that   they   would   not  otherwise    have 

ey  for  duplicates,  as  we  give  the  use  of  the  chosen. 

whole  library  to  the  schools  in  retjirn  for  hav-  G:  W.  Cole.  —  We  have  a  restriction  In  regard 

ing  this  school  money  each  year  to  spend  on  to  this.     I  have  had  some  applications,  and  in 

extra  books.  every  case  where  the  book  was  in  the  line  of 

the  studies  pursued  in  the  school  I  have  let 

8M  points  Duplicates.  . 

F:  M.  Crunden.  —  You  will  readily  see  from  S:  S.  Green.  —  There  must  be  some  personal 

your  own  experience  what  an  added  interest  it  judgment  used.    We  do  not  want  to  have  noth- 

has  given  to  the  reading  of  any  book  to  have  ing  read  but  fiction.     Our  aim  is  not  wholly 

other  members  of  the  family,  or  friends  with  to  entertain  a  pupil.    To  secure  an  elevating  in- 

whora  you  come  in  frequent  contact,  read  the  fluence  you  must  make  a  very  considerable  use 

same  book  at  the  same  time.     It  intensifies  the  of  the  better  kind  of  stories,  and  while  you  are 

enjoyment  very  much.    The  same  thing  is  ap-  exerting  whatever  influence  these  stories  exert 

plicable  to  schools.     A  roomful  of  children  will  you  are  also  cultivating  a  taste  for  the  better 

get  a  great  deal  more  out  of  a  given  book  if  all  kinds  of  stories. 

read  that  book  at  the  same  time  than  if  different  Mrs.  M.  A.  Sanders.  —  In  our  library  every 

ones  are  reading  different   books.      I  think,  school  child  irrespective  of  age  has  a  card, 

therefore,  that  it  is  a  great  advantage  to  send  There  is  no  limitation.    A  card  is  seldom  asked 

to  schools  20  copies  of  the  same  book,  or  if  fcr  under  eight.     If  these  children  come  into 

there  are  large  rooms,  40  or  50  copies,  so  that  the  library  they  are  shown  where  the  children's 

all  may  read  the  same  book  and  talk  about  it.  books  are  placed.    They  are  also  encouraged  to 

It  intensifies  the  interest  and  leaves  a  better  go  to  the  librarian.    Miss  Hewins  knows  that  a 

impression  on  their  minds.  great  many  children  are  ready  to  do  thaL    We 

H :  M.  Utley.  —  This  fact  has  been  borne  out  make  no  restrictions  In  regard  to  fiction,  but  we 

very  distinctly  in  my  experience.    We  have  in  do  restrict  the  number  of  books  taken  out  by  a 

some  instances  as  many  as  50  copies  of  a  book  child.    We  do  not  allow  more  than  two  works 

in  a  school  at  the  same  time.    All  the  children  of  fiction  taken  out  during  one  week, 

in  a  given  class  are  reading  it  at  once.    They  W:  I.  Fletcher.  —  I  desire  that  when  this  dls- 

discuss  it  among  themselves.    Sometimes  the  cossion  goes  out  to  the  world  it  shall  go  with  a 

teacher  discusses  it  with  them  and  they  write  strong  protest  against  the  assumption  that  there 

essays  or  summaries  of  the  points  of  the  book  it  any  line  to  be  drawn  between  fiction  and 
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other  kinds  of  books.    We  heard  yesterday  of  ing  a  book  of  which  I  am  specially  fond,  one 

the  great  value  of  fiction  as  an  educator  of  by  John  Burroughs'  for  instance,  I  write:  "  I 

young  people,  and  I  should  as  soon  think  of  like  to  have  you  read  John  Burroughs."   I  pick 

having  the  teachers  informed  that  in  reading  out  the  books  that  are  best.     Miss  James  and  1 

the  Scriptures  in  school  they  must  never  read  have  both  tried  having  the  children  write  to  us 

the  parables  as  that  there  must  be  a  line  drawn  what  they  think  of  the  public  library.    We  get 

between  fiction  and  other  kinds  of  literature  some  very  interesting  letters  in  that  way. 

used  educationally.  T.  S.  Parvin.  —  We  offered  a  premium  for 

xoth  print.  Timt  limit  andean.  "»«  •«"  description  of  a  library.     I  received  a 

number  of  papers.     To  farther  increase  the  in- 

S:S.Gr«n.-I  only  hold  a  teacher  to  rea-  ,„,,j   ,  ^^^^^  j^„^  ^j^^  ,^  ^.^^  ^             .„ 

sonable  care,  and  if  I  feel  that  she  has  used  it  I  „^t„^^,  ^.^^^^  ^„j  ^,^„^^     ^^  ^^^  ^^  ,„^,_ 

remit  the  fine  instantly.    The  fine  is  imposed  as  ^^^^^  g^,  ^^  ^„^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^ 

a  matter  of  discipline.    It  is  sometimes  a  great  j„  ^^^^  ,„  ,^^  ^^^,^  p^.^^      ^^^^     j„  ^^^^ 

advantage  for  a  teacher  to  be  able  to  keep  ^^y  ^,  ^^^  ,j^  ,„j„„,  ^^  ^,,  ^^^  children,  and 

books  for  a  whole  term  ;  for  that  she  must  get  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^,ij„„  j^,  teachers', 

special  permission.  j^,„  ^  j^  Sanders.  - 1  have  not  asked  for 

G.  M.  JONM.  - 1  was  disposed  to  question  the  ,^,j^„  j^^^  ^j,„j^^„  ^^  ,i,^  l,^^  j  ^       ,„  ^^^^^ 

condition  in  which  the  books  came  back  to  the  ^j^^  ^^^  superintendent's  work  and  the  pupils 
public  library,  but  on  consulting  with  the  teach-  „,  ^,„,  ^^  ^^  j^^  whatever  assistance  I  can  give 
ers  I  found  that  the  books  were  not  so  badly  ^^^^     j  j„  „^j  ^^^  j^^  ,,„^„  ^^^  ^^^y  3^„j 
used  as  the  books  belonging  to  the  city  used  in  „,  ^^^.^^^  ^^  ^^^  i,^^^,  ,^^j  ^^^^  ^^^^  „^j 
school.    I  have  never  but  once  charged  any- 
thing for  injuries.     In  that  case  ink  had  been  '^/i  ^tnni.  Reference  use, 
upset  on  the  book.  S:  S.  Green.  —  1  bring  the  teachers  as  well  as 
iitk  paint.  Influence  on  pupils,  t^«  P"P>ls  'o  ^^^  library.     Through  the  winter 
Miss  THERESA  West.  «  Our  superintendent  7*  ^*^  ^'^^  '^*!"  ^T  '^'  ^1^^  school  study- 
of  circulation  goes  to  the  schools  to  talk  with  ^°«  ^**"'  *°^'^*^  f  ^*J'  ^^^^^^"^  ^^^^^^'^  ^''^ 
the  children  there  and  advise  with  them.     We  "*^"^*'  P*y^"«  particular  attention  to  Chaucer. 

find  the  plan  admirable.  13/^  point ,  Class-rooms, 

A.  L.  Peck.  —  Beginning  12  years  ago  I  visit-  S:  S.  Green.  —We  have  a  room  for  each  sub- 

ed  every  school  every  month.     I  have  now  55  ject. 

teachers  to  visit;   12  years  ago  I  had  but  18.  a.   L.    Peck.  — We  take  the  classes  in  the 

I    visit    now  every  school  once    every  term,  librarian's  office. 

Then   I  have  three  reading  classes.      One  is  Mrs.  M .  A.  Sanders.  —  For  lack  of  a  suitable 

under  the  regents,  one  is  primary,  and  one  is  place  we  have  used  the  toilet-room  for  a  class 

in  a  grammar  room.     In  this  manner  I  meet  of  50  and  a  teacher, 
the  schools  almost  every  month.     I  find  that 
the  library  has  grown  not  only  in  usefulness 

and  in  popularity,  but  that  to-day  the  schools  T:  S.  Parvin.  — - 1  have  been  in  correspond- 

would  not  be  without  the  library.  ence  with  the  leading  librarians  of  the  country 

S:  S.  Green.  —  It  is  a  good  thing  to  Invite  the  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.     I  came  here  at  this 

children  to  the  library.  time  expecting  great  pleasure  in  meeting  many 

Miss  C.  M.  Hewins.  —  I  find  that  it  is  a  very  of  those  with  whom  I  had  corresponded  and 

good  thing  to  go  to  the  schools  once  a  year,  making  the  acquaintance  of  others.    I  have  been 

The  children  in  our  schools  keep  a  record  of  here  all  the  week.     The  first  thing  I   heard 

what  they  have  read  for  six  months,  what  books  from  the  desk  was  that  librarians  should  be 

they  like  best,  why  they  like  them  best,  and  modest,  and  so  I  was  mum.     I  did  not  even 

what  characters  they  have  found  in  every  book  introduce  myself  to  anybody  except  the  presi- 

with  whom  they  would  like  to  make  friends  if  dent,  and  he  introduced  me  to  the  treasurer  so 

they  were  living  people.     I  write  in  red  ink  that  he  might  get  my  money.    Then  I  intro- 

suggestions  sometimes  like  this  :  "  Your  list  is  duced  myself  to  the  young  lady  in  charge  of 

a  good  one,  but  you  are  reading  too  many  the  book  and  registered.     If  I  had  a  list  of 

books  of  one  kind  ; "  or,  "  This  is  a  good  all-  those  who  are  present,  I  could  Uke  that  list 

around  list,"  etc.    If  I  find  that  a  pupil  is  read-  and  throw  aside  my  modesty  and  go  up  to  Mr. 


attendance  ust. 


SECOND   SESSION. 


A  B  and  Mr.  C  D  and  hand  him  my  card  and  and  museums  depends  very  largely  upon  the 

say  "  Who  are  you?*'    I  think  we  could  trans-  community  and  the  situation  of  the  library.     In 

act  a  good  deal  more  business  a  good  deal  more  the  early  history  of  the  Mercantile  Library  of 

successfully  if  we  knew  each  other  than  if  we  New  York  it  was  thought  wise  to  establish  a 

come  here  strangers  and  remain  strangers.     I  lecture  department  and  a  museum  of  natural 

move  that  the  secretary  prepare   for  use  on  history.    Our  lectures  were  given  from  about 

Monday  a  printed  list  of  those  present,  with  1830  to  1875.     It  was  one  of  the  rules  in  estab- 

city  address.     Voted.  lishing  the    lecture    bureau  that   the    library 

F:  M.  Crundkn  was  called  to  the  chair  and  »*'*"''''  »°=°^°°  '««•    ^°  ="«  »"y  P™*"  »"=- 

presided  for  the  remainder  of  the  session.  ""'-^  ^l?"^  giving  the  lectures  they  were  to  go 

to  the  library  fund,  but  m  case  of  any  loss  the 

Pres.  Dewby  introduced  Peter  Cowell,  libra-  members  of  the  board  of  direction  were  to  bear 

rian  of  the  Liverpool  (England)  Free  Library,  it.     Some  years  as  many  as  24  to  30  lectures 

who  read  a  paper  on  Lectures,  Museums,  Art-  were  given.     Lectures  were  given  on  commer- 

Galleries,  prefacing  his  paper  as  follows  :  cial  law,  literature,  and  other  topics,  and  they 

*' I  have  not  been  at  any  meeting  of  the  Library  proved  very  successful.  For  many  years  the 
Association  of  the  United  Kingdom  where  there  Mercantile  Library  lecture  course  was  looked  f or- 
were  so  many  ladies  present  as  there  are  here,  ward  to  by  a  certain  class  of  people  as  one  of  the 
It  is  very  evident  that  in  this  country  ladies  are  main  sources  of  instruction.  When  the  Amer- 
a  force,  and  in  library  work  I  believe  a  very  ican  Museum  of  Natural  History,  of  New  York, 
strong  force  indeed.  Therefore  it  is  with  very  established  a  lecture  course  free  to  all,  the  in- 
great  pleasure  that  I  see  so  many  of  the  fairer  terest  in  our  lectures  lagged,  and  as  it  was  a  mat- 
sex  before  me.  terof  business  on  our  part  we  were  compelled 

"  I  presume  most  of  you  see  me,  yet  when  I  to  suspend,  the  patronage  not  being  sufficient 

looked  in  the  mirror  this  morning  I  thought  I  to  pay  the  expenses.     Had  there  been  a  fund  to 

was  fast  melting  away.    We  are  not  used  to  draw  upon  in  case  of  loss,  these  lectures  could 

this  kind  of  weather  in  England  nor  to  such  have  been  continued,  but  ceasing  to  be  a  source 

immense  journeys.      I   have  an    idea    that  I  of  revenue,  and  becoming  each  year  a  heavier 

should  be  allowed  to  go  home  at  a  reduced  rate,  burden  to  carry  it  became  a  necessity  to  dis- 

I  am  still  able  to  speak,  however,  and  am  gradu-  continue  them.     It  was  the  same  way  with 

ally  learning  your  language.     I  can  at  least  ex-  our  natural  history  museum.     We  also  gave 

press  my  very  great  pleasure  and  gratification  instruction  in  book-keeping,  stenography,  and 

at  what  I  have  seen  since  I  came  here.  the  various  languages.    These  proved  at  first 

'*  Liverpool  is  a  very  old  city;  its  charter  dates  very  successful,  but  when  the  night  schools  be- 
back  to  the  time  of  King  John.  We  stood  still  gan  this  instruction  free,  of  course  we  could  get 
for  a  number  of  centuries.  Until  within  the  few  scholars,  and  had  to  suspend.  I  say  that 
last  100  years  we  were  a  village,  comparatively  anything  of  this  kind  should  be  encouraged 
speaking.  Now  we  are  up  to  the  times  —  at  where  it  is  possible  and  where  it  does  not  draw 
least  we  think  we  are,  and  we  are  going  ahead,  from  the  library  funds.  For  Instance,  it  would 
No  doubt  the  influence  of  American  cities  and  be  exceedingly  foolish  for  the  Chicago  Public  Li- 
the intercourse  with  Americans  has  had  much  brary  in  view  of  this  magnificent  institute  here 
to  do  with  keeping  us  up  to  time."  to  attempt  to  establish  an  art-gallery.     It  is  the 

Mr.  Co  WELL  then  read  his  paper  on  same  with  us.     We  cannot  compete  with  the 

Metropolitan    Museum    of    Art   or   with    the 

L«CTURES.  MUSEUMS  AND  ART-GALLEWKS.  y^^^^  of  Natural  History  ;  therefore  we  are 

Moved,  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  extended  by  compelled  to  devote  our  energies  to  the  collec- 

the  Association  to  Mr.  Cowell  for  his  excellent  tion  of  books  and  literature  alone.     I  am  in 

paper.    Voted .  favor,  where  it  is  possible,  of  all  libraries  estab- 

James  Bain,  Jr.,  of  the  Toronto  Public  Libra-  lishing  a  lecture  department,  if  it  can  be  done 

ry,  read  an  abstract  of  his  paper  on  the  same  without  crippling  other  work,  and  giving  talks, 

subject.    (Ste  p.  214.)  among  other  subjects,  on  books  and  good  read- 

W:  T.   Peoples. —  The  paper  of  Mr.  Bain  ing.    Where  they  can  have  these  lectures  given 

covers  this  subject  pretty  thoroughly.     Any-  from  time  to  time,  it  is  an  exceedingly  wise 

thing  that  will  attract  the  people  shotild  be  en-  thing  and  very  fortunate  for  the  library, 

couraged,  but  the  success  of  the  art-galleries  Peter  Co  well.  —  In  reference  to  our  museum 
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and  art- gallery,  I  must  say  that  each  of  those        The  first  is  a  mere  matter  of  history  about 
institutions  is  ruled  by  a  separate  head.    There  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  say  anything.     As 
is  a  head  for  the  museum  and  a  head  for  the  to  the   second,   that  the  public   libraries  are 
art-gallery,  and  I  have  charge  of  the  library,  absorbing    the    proprietary   libraries,  you    all 
We  have  adopted  for  our  museum  what  I  think  know;  that  they  must  absorb  them  in  the  nature 
now  is  a  little  more  than  an  experiment  —  travel-  of  things  you  may  question.    I  believe  that 
ling  museums.    They  are  very  much  the  same  when  a  proprietary  library  is  unendowed  the 
as  your  travelling  libraries.    A  number  of  boxes  certain  end  of  it  is  either  to  be  taken  into  the 
are  made  up  of   shells,  sponges,  and    other  public  library  or  to  die.    So  far  as  I  know, 
natural  history  specimens  that  are  calculated  certainly  in  several  cases,  the  result  of  such  a 
to  be  interesting  to  classes  of  public  schools,  proprietary  library  attempting  to  compete  with 
and  the  teachers  and  masters  have  an  oppor-  a  public  library  has  been  simply  that  it  gets 
tunity  of  bringing  some  particular  shell,  beauti-  into  debt,  that  it  makes  frantic  appeals  to  every 
ful  in  color  or  form,  before  the  pupils  to  whom  one  interested  in  it  for  funds,  that  it  does  not 
they  are  lecturing,  the  lecture,  of  course,  being  succeed  in  getting  them,  that  it  finally  gets 
doubly  interesting  on  account  of  having  the  more  and  more  into  debt,  and  is  at  last  brought 
specimens  in  view.    This  plan  has  been  ex-  to  the  auctioneer's  hands.    The  reason  is  obvi- 
tremely  successful,  and  a  very  large  number  of  ous.     People  will  not  pay  for  what  they  can 
boxes  are  now  sent  around  to  the  schools  in  get  for  nothing.     Of   course  the  proprietary 
England.     From  the  art-gallery  side  :     Every  library  does  furnish  something  which  the  pub- 
autumn  we  have  what  is  called  an  autumn  ex-  He  library  does  not  furnish  generally  in  the 
hibition.    The  profits  of  this   exhibition    are  same    degree ;    viz.,    comfort    and    attention, 
always  given  to  the  purchase  of  pictures.    This  But  the  number  of  people  who  can  pay  for 
has  been  going  on  now  for  many  years,  and  those  luxuries  is  limited.    There  are  not  enough 
the  result  is  that  we  have  a  very  valuable  to  pay  the  running  expenses  of  any  library 
collection.  that  is  to  do  good  work.    And  if  a  library 
There  is  one  thing  always  to  be  said  about  without  endowment  attempts  to  do  such  work 
the  possession  of  good  buildings,  and  that  is  it  is  sure  to  overrun  its  funds.    If  it  is  endowed, 
that  they  are  successful  in  obtaining  gifts.     Put  however,  the  case  Is  entirely  different.    Then 
up  a  creditable    building,   whether    it   is  for  the  library  can  remain,  will  remain,  and  is  like- 
library,  museum,  or  art-gallery,  and  it  is  as-  iy  to  grow  in  strength.     It  does  good  work, 
tonishing  how  much  people  are  influenced  by  a  S^ts  the  regard  of  the  people  of  the  town,  and 
place  where  their  gifts  will  be  taken  care  of  does  not  make  any  longer  unanswered  appeals 
and,  as  they  believe,  thoroughly  appreciated,  for  help. 

and  where  possibly  their  names  will  be  append-        It  is  a  good  thing  for  a  city  to  have  both  a 
ed  to  their  gift.  public  library  and  a  proprietary  library.    The 
Voted  that  hereafter  meetings  begin  at  9  Proprietary  library  can  do  something  which  the 
o'clock  A.M.,  instead  of  10.  P"^^*^  library  finds  it  difficult  to  do  ;  it  can  ad- 
Recess  until  Monday  morning.  "'^  *"  ^^^  readers  to  the  shelves,  an  enormous 

advantage.     It  can  give  the  readers  more  per- 

THIRD  SESSION,  sonal  attention  than  can  the  public  library;  it 

(Monday  Morning,  July  17.)  will  relieve  the  public  library  of  a  good  deal  of 

Held  by  invitation  of  Pres.  Harper  in  Cobb  Pr^s"'^^  »°  l^«  '"*««'•  ^^  circulation  and  of  a 

Hall,  Chicago  University.  «°°^  ™*"y  P^^P^^  ^^^  *"  *P^  ^^  ^  captious. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  9  a.m.,  "  '^*  P"^"^  "^,^*''y  ^f  ^^°^*  «n^"«^^^o  <^^o  »" 

Vice-President  S:  S.  Green  presiding.  ^^»*  '^  "^'  °'*"  ^^*^  **  wants  to  do,  then  I  be- 

lieve  it  is  well  for  the  public  library  to  under- 

PROPRIETARY  LIBRARIES  AND  THEIR  RELATIONS  take  to  Supply  everybody,  to  cater  to  everybody, 

TO  PUBLIC  UBRARiES.    {Step.  247.)  not  merely  to  the  poor  or  the  ignorant,  but  also 

C:  A.  Cutter.  —  My  paper  may  be  condensed  to  the  rich  and  the  scholarly.    If,  however,  the 

into  two  clauses.     The  proprietary    libraries  public  library  has  any  deficiency  of  funds  and  Is 

were  the  predecessors  and  in  some  degree  the  obliged  to  choose  what  it  will  do  among  many 

progenitors    of   the    public    libraries    in   this  possible  ways  of  serving  the  public,  it  seems  to 

country,  and  the  son  is  now  engaged  in  devour-  me  that  it  ought  to  leave  to  the  proprietary 

ing  the  father.  library  the  duty  of  ministering  to  scholarly 
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wants  and  to  specially  devote  its  funds  to  the  Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  Pratt  Library,  and 
care  of  those  who  cannot  afford  to  procure  largely  I  believe  in  consequence  of  it,  the  people 
literature  for  themselves,  and  more  particularly  of  the  class  who  desire  access  to  the  shelves  and 
to  those  who  need  to  be  brought  into  the  fold,  a  longer  period  for  drawing  books,  formed  the 
to  the  ignorant,  the  uneducated.  In  other  new  Mercantile  Ubrary,  and  it  has  been  success- 
words,  a  public  library  which  is  able  to  parallel  ful  ever  since.  It  relieves  us  considerably  from 
the  kindergarten,  the  primary  school,  the  high  the  necessity  of  buying  many  copies  of  new 
school,  the  college,  and  the  university,  ought  to  books  which  would  be  useless  after  a  few 
do  so.  but  if  it  cannot  parallel  them  all  it  ought  months,  as  we  can  say  to  all  persons  complain- 
to  rather  attempt  to  parallel  the  kindergarten,  ing  because  we  have  not  more  copies,  that  if 
the  common  school,  and  the  high  school  than  to  they  desire  they  can  pay  the  fee  of  the  Mer- 
attempt  to  parallel  the  university.  It  ought  not  cantile  and  obtain  the  books  there, 
to  build  a  magnificent  building  at  the  cost  of 

leaving  its  branch  libraries    unventilated.     It  access  to  shelves. 

ought  not  to  provide  books  specially  for  the  (See  p,  216.) 

most  advanced  scholars  and  not  provide  suffi-  J.  K.  Hosmer.  —  Usually  readers  want  ac- 

cient  for  the  common  people  with  all  those  aids  cess  to  shelves.    Librarians  are  willing  to  grant 

personal  and  other  which  will  make  the  common  it  in  varying  degrees,  some  approving  of  a 

people  use  their  books  well.  '  wide  access  and  thinking  it  feasible,  and  oth- 

J.  K.  Hosmer.  —  The  Minneapolis  proprietary  ers  not. 
library  —  the  Athenaeum,  which  dates  back  to  As  regards  readers  taking  up  room  in  alcoves 
the  foundation  of  the  city  —  has  become  absorbed  and  among  books,  and  so  embarrassing  the 
in  the  public  library,  and  the  relation  between  work  of  attendants,  libraries  may  be  con- 
the  two  is  a  very  happy  one.  The  public  structed  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  room.  No 
library  is  sustained  by  taxation.  We  have  American  citizen  is  willing  to  admit  that  he  can 
from  that  source  some  f  60,000  or  $70,000  a  be  served  by  an  attendant  better  than  he  can  be 
year.  Beside  that  the  Athenaeum  has  funds,  to  served  by  himself.  Whatever  may  be  said 
the  amount  of  something  like  $200,000.  The  about  newspaper  reading  as  producing  super- 
income  from  that  is  appropriated  to  beautiful  ficiality  and  tending  to  low  aims  and  distrac- 
art-books  and  expensive  scientific  and  other  tion,  no  one  can  deny  that  it  imparts  a  vastly 
costly  works.  The  purchases  of  the  city  library  comprehensive  knowledge  if  it  is  superficial, 
are  of  a  popular  kind  for  the  most  part,  and  they  and  that  it  sharpens  the  mind.  Men  and  women 
are  supplemented  from  the  funds  of  the  Athenae-  who  have  had  that  training  do  not  want  to 
um.  The  experience  of  Minneapolis  is  one  have  anybody  else  select  for  them ;  they  want 
solution  of  the  problem,  and  I  think  a  happy  to  do  the  selecting  themselves.  .  Paternalism 
one.  is  an  exceedingly  unpopular  idea,  and   pater- 

A.  L.  Peck.  —  In  New  York  the  proprietary  nalism  in  the  library  is  as  unpopular  as  pater- 
library  takes  the  place  of  the  public  library;  nalism  in  politics.  We  do  not  want  to  be 
it  receives  aid  from  the  community  without  directed  and  to  have  it  pointed  out  to  us  what 
becoming  the  property  of  the  community.  For  is  good  and  what  is  bad.  We  want  to  choose 
the  Gloversville    Library  the  city  authorities  for  ourselves. 

provide  at  present  $2,000  annually,  while  the  A  voice.  —  What  is  the  danger  from  theftand 

association,  or  corporation  if  you  wish  to  call  it  mutilation  ? 

so,  provides  the  balance  of  the  expenses.   This,  W:  H.  Brett.  —  In  Cleveland  there  is  more 

I  believe,  is  a  new  feature  of  the  proprietary  danger  from  mutilation  than  from  theft.    The 

library.  mutilation  of  books  in  the  circulating  library  un- 

B.  C.  Steiner.  —  The  new  Mercantile  Library  doubtedly  occurs  outside  of  the  library,  and  I 
of  Baltimore  is  a  good  example  of  the  way  in  do  not  see  how  the  question  of  access  to  shelves 
which  proprietary  libraries  can  supplement  and  can  affect  It  at  all.  It  does  not  matter  how  the 
occupy  a  different  field  from  the  public  library,  books  are  drawn  from  the  library.  The  mutila- 
The  old  Mercantile  Library  of  Baltimore  for  a  tion  occurs  at  home,  and  it  is  one  of  the  most 
good  number  of  years  languished,  rarely  meet-  difiScuIt  problems  with  which  we  have  to  deal, 
ing  its  annual  expenses  and  only  kept  alive  by  For  more  than  three  years  we  have  given  ab- 
the  generoaity  of  its  president.  After  he  )>ecame  solutely  free  admission  to  all  shelves  in  the 
tired  of  contributing  to  it  the  library  was  closed,  circulating  department,  durirg  which  time  the 
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circulation  has  increased  about  60  %,  from  less  that  it  is  the  trusted  ones  that  take  the  books 

than  200,000  to  nearly  350,000,  and  we  have  and  not  the  common  people.    We  have   few 

lost  very  few  books  indeed.     I  think  the  actual  books  that  have  been  mutilated  by  readers  going 

loss  would  not  exceed  300  volumes  a  year,  and  to  the  shelves,  for  books  are  mutilated  rather 

those  mostly  from  the  cheaper  class  of  books  —  at  home.    With  this  one  exception  books  have 

fiction  and  juvenile.    The  result  has  been  that  not  been  carried  off.     I  should  say  we  do  not 

we  are  saving  not   less    than    four   salaries,  lose  10  volumes  a  year  from  the  shelves, 

perhaps  $2,000,  and  losing  perhaps  $300  worth  J.  K.  Hosmer.  —  We  lose  very  few  books,  no 

of  books.  more  than  Mrs.  Sanders.    Our  circulation  this 

R.  B.  Poole.  —  Two  months  ago  a  Greek  stu-  year  will  come  up  close  to  400,000,  and  the  per- 

dent  who  had  access  to  the  shelves  stole  books  centage  of  loss  will  certainly  be  very  small, 

from  the  Astor  and  sold  them  to  Columbia  Col-  That  includes  the  losses  at  home  as  well  as  the 

lege,  and  stole  from  the  Columbia  College  Li-  losses  from  the  shelves.     I  find  very  little  muti- 

brary  and  sold  them,  and  was  caught  in  the  act  lation. 

and  arrested.    A  few  months  ago  books  were  H:  M.  Utley.  —  I  have  had  an  experience 

drawn  from  the  library  I  represent  and  the  that  is  possibly  peculiar.    In  our  library  there 

leaves  and  plates  were  taken  out.    Our  practice  is  access  to  the  books  of  reference  as  well  as 

is  to  have  the  valuable  books  placed  near  the  those  on  art  and  architecture,  etc.    We  noticed 

desks  where  they  can  be  seen.  at  one  time  that  some  of  our  books  of  reference 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Sanders.  — We  have  given  abso-  mysteriously  disappeared,  and  that  after  a  time 

lutely  free  access  to  our  shelves  for  14  years,  they  just  as  mysteriously  appeared  again.    The 

Up  to  two  years  ago  we  lost  comparatively  fact  was,  I  think,  that  people  borrowed  these 

nothing  —  three  books  out  of  our  reference  de-  books  without  permission,  and  took  them  home 

partment,  but  not  of  very  great  value.    About  without  our  knowledge  or  consent,  and  when 

two  years  ago  I  began  to  miss  books  occasion-  through  with  them  returned  them  again, 

ally  from  the  shelves.   I  reported  it  at  once  to  my  C:  A.  Cutter. — The  Boston  Athenaeum  has 

trustees,  and  they  said,  '*  Be  vigilant  and  wait."  had  a  similar  experience  of  illicit  borrowing  and 

A  year  and  a  half  passed,  and  then  we  began  to  ultimate  return. 

miss  books  three  and  four  at  a  time.  By  and  by  Miss  T.  L.  Kelso. — We  have  in  our  reference- 
books  began  to  go  by  sets  almost  under  our  room  about  4000  volumes  of  the  best  books  in 
very  eyes.  At  last  we  employed  a  detective,  the  library  absolutely  free  of  access.  As  a 
The  books  still  went  with  detectives  watching,  plan  of  prevention  we  notify  every  second - 
Finally  we  let  the  detectives  go  and  took  the  hand  book-dealer  of  our  private  marks  and 
case  into  our  own  hands.  We  were  finally  led  to  that  if  they  buy  or  sell  any  of  our  books  we 
suspect  a  woman  who  spent  nearly  all  her  time  shall  prosecute  them.  Then  we  notify  the 
in  the  library.  She  was  there  by  special  per-  dealers  the  moment  we  lose  books.  We  tell  the 
mit.  We  watched  her  and  found  that  she  was  people  that  the  books  are  theirs  and  that  the 
the  one  who  had  been  taking  the  books.  We  librarians  are  simply  in  charge  of  them.  Through 
had  trusted  her  thoroughly,  even  to  taking  the  newspapers  we  say  to  the  people  that  we 
charge  of  the  library  for  a  short  time.  She  was  are  taking  every  precaution  against  loss  and 
arrested.  They  searched  her  and  found  three  that  every  person  found  guilty  of  theft  will  be 
books  on  her.  Then  the  chief  of  police  and  I  prosecuted  to  the  full  extent  of  the  law.  We 
went  to  her  home  and  we  found  400  books.  I  have  found  that  there  is  little  or  no  loss, 
had  a  list  of  them.  They  were  packed  in  closets.  Arthur  Cunningham.  —  In  the  Indiana  Sute 
We  brought  them  home  and  did  not  lose  a  single  Normal  School  full  and  free  access  is  given  to 
book.  the  shelves.  We  have  lost  very  few  books. 
Perhaps  you  will  ask  what  became  of  the  some  dozen  volumes  a  year,  and  we  find  that 
*  woman.  She  was  a  refined,  cultured  woman,  the  books  that  are  lost  are  chiefly  those  for 
I  made  up  my  mind  that  she  was  not  a  common  which  there  is  a  special  demand  at  a  certain 
thief.  I  talked  with  the  trustees  and  we  went  to  time.  We  have  books  of  two  characters  :  the 
the  attorney-general  and  asked  that  the  penalty  boolis  that  may  be  taken  out  for  a  period  of  two 
be  made  just  as  large  as  it  possibly  could  be  weeks,  and  other  books  that  may  be  taken  out 
without  sending  her  to  the  house  of  correction,  only  over  night ;  books  for  which  there  is  aspe- 
which  was  done.  The  woman  is  at  large.  cial  demand  and  books  that  are  properly  refer- 
I   tell  this  experience   that    you    may   see  ence-books.      It  is   the  books   of  this   latter 
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character  that  we  lose  most, but  not  In  sufficient  J.  K.  Hosmbr.  —  Before  the  discussion  closes 

number  to  compel  any  restraint  on  their  use.  I  for  one  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  hear  a 

A  VOICE.  —  Are  such  books  brought  bacic  after  statement  from  somebody  who  advocates  a  re- 

the  demand  is  over  ?  strictive  policy,  and  from  some  one  who  does 

Mr.  Cunningham.  —  Most  of  them  are  brought  not  favor  free  access, 

back.    We  lost  about  100  books  in  a  circulation  Pbter  Cowsll.  —  I  have  received  a  grain  of 

of  100  000.  comfort  with  what  I  have  heard  already  as  to 

G:  W.  Harris.  —  At  Cornell  we  have  a  refer-  theft  in  American  libraries.     I  thought  this  was 

ence  library  of  5,000  or  6,000  volumes  absolutely  confined  to  the  old  country,    but  I  find  that 

free  of  access.    The  other  books  in  the  stacks  human  nature  is  very  much  the  same  here  as  it 

are  called  for  at  the  delivery-desk,  but  a  student  is  in  England.    You  go  on  for  a  while  very 

pursuing  special  study  can  get  a  ticket  giving  nicely  and  you  fancy  that  all  your  readers  are 

him  admission  to  the  shelves  in  the  stacks  and  so  honest  and  good  that  they  will  go  straight  to 

all  the  books  that  he  needs.   From  books  in  the  heaven  without  any  hindrance  whatever.    But 

reference  library  we  lose  perhaps  four  or  five  the  black  sheep  does  get  in,  and  then  you  suffer, 

volumes  a  year  absolutely,  and  occasionally  a  You  put  your  heads  together  and  say  something 

volume    is  taken  out    and    returned    quietly,  must  be  done.    I  must  tell  you  what  we  have 

Frequently  volumes  in  demand  by  certain  class-  done  in  England  in  the  Liverpool  Library  on  the 

es  we  find  hidden  .behind  other  books  on  the  principle  that  prevention  is  better  than  cure, 

shelves  for  an  hour  or  two,  and  sometimes  it  Every  person  who  enters  the  reference-room 

has  been  found  necessary  to  take  those  from  receives  from  the  janitor  an  application  form, 

the  reference  library  and  put  them  behind  the  As  a  rule  we  find  that  a  person  does  not  want 

delivery-desk  and  give  them  out  only  by  ticket,  more  than  a  dozen  books.    The  names  of  the 

Generally  the  students  are  not  allowed  In  the  books  are  entered  on  this  slip,  which  is  dated, 

stacks  without  ticket.   We  have  not  noticed  any  He  presents  it  to  an  attendant  and  he  gets  the 

losses  in  the  stacks.  books  he  wants.     The  slip  is  handed  to  him 

Pres.  Dewey.  —  It  occurs  to  me  that  this  loss  again,  and  when  he  leaves  the  room  he  is  to 

of  books  in  a  library  is  like  the  loss  of  fruit  produce  the  slip  and  all  the  books  that  are  writ- 

from  different  gardens.     In  the  same  locality  ten  thereon.    In  this  way  we  stop  theft.    We 

with  the  same  constituency  of  boys  one  man  do  not  care  how  many  black  sheep  get  in,  we  do 

loses  his  fruit  and  another  does  not.    A  great  not  lose  our  books. 

deal  of  this  depends  on  the  librarian.     The  Miss  T.  L.  Kelso. — We  ask  absolutely  noth- 

librarian  who  is  most  generous  is    sometimes  ing,  not  even  the  name.    Sometimes  a  hurried 

most  skilful  and  prompt  in  punishing  offenders,  business  man  will  come  in  for  an  atlas  or  dic- 

We  come  into  convention  here  and  are  unani-  tionary.  He  will  rush  in  and  stay  one  minute 
mous  apparently  on  some  questions,  and  yet  and  rush  out  again.  The  moment  you  ask 
people  go  home  and  do  exactly  the  opposite  them  to  sign  their  names  you  are  losing  the 
thing.  They  say  :  "  My  constituency  is  so  differ-  best  people  that  come  into  the  library.  I  would 
ent."  Constituencies  in  my  opinion  are  wonder-  rather  that  such  a  man  should  steal  the  dic- 
fully  alike,  and  after  all  it  is  chiefly  the  personal  tionary  outright  than  that  he  should  fail  to  get 
equation  of  the  librarian.  Most  of  you  re-  the  service  he  requires  from  the  library, 
member  the  case  where  a  thief  had  removed  so  Peter  Cowell.  —  So  far  as  the  large  volumes 
many  books  and  was  detected  by  the  skill  of  one  are  concerned  they  are  not  pocketable,  and  you 
of  the  guards  who  noticed  as  he  passed  out  on  can  scarcely  hide  them  under  your  arm.  It  is 
a  windy  day  that  his  coat  did  not  blow  and  the  small  books  for  which  we  are  afraid.  So  far 
went  up  to  him  and  found  that  his  coat  was  as  signature  is  concerned  no  one  who  is  going 
lined  with  books.  In  spite  of  all  precautions  to  thieve  will  put  down  his  right  name  and  ad- 
the  ingenuity  with  which  books  will  be  stolen  is  dress  anyway.  I  think  there  is  no  hindrance  to 
usually  quite  as  great  as  the  skill  in  detecting  any  person  coming  into  the  room.  We  do  not 
it.  I  fancy  that  sometimes  where  great  precau-  care  what  they  put  down,  but  we  stop  theft, 
tions  are  taken  a  book-thief  feels  that  he  is  on  Miss  Jessie  Allan.  — We  had  in  our  reference- 
his  mettle  to  prove  whether  he  is  shrewd  room  last  year  some  8000  volumes  and  used  up- 
enough  to  steal  a  book  out  of  the  library  with-  wards  of  40,000  volumes  in  that  room.  There 
out  being  caught,  when,  if  trusted  freely,  he  were  no  attendants  and  there  was  not  a  volume 
would  not  abuse  the  confidence.  taken.    Our  experience  is  that  instead  of  trust- 
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regular  assistants.    Although  they  work  all  day  Mbs  M.  E.  Ahsrn.  —  Is  it  not  true  that  part 

by  the  hour  they  do  not  get  as  much  as  the  regn-  of  the  salaries  which  the  presidents  of  these  nni* 

lar  assistants,  and  they  do  not  deserve  to  get  as  versities  get  is  not  for  the  work  which  they  give 

much.  but  for  their  name  ?    The  fact  remains  that  the 

C:  A.  Nelson. — Library  service  is  a  profes-  teachers  in    their    meetbgs  claim  just  exactly 

sion,  and  we  have  got  to  keep  the  profession  up.  what  librarians  are  claiming  here  to-day,  that 

Assistants  should  be   paid    for   their  services,  they  are  not  paid  in  the  same  ratio  as  In  other 

Do  not  grind  them  down  so  that  they  cannot  get  professions  and  in  business.    It  seems  to  me  that 

salary  enough  on  which  to  live.     If  they  choose  we  shall  always  have  this  difficulty  till  we  begin 

to  work  by  the  hour  make  it  according  to  the  to  value  ourselves  at  business  rates.    The  fact  is 

partial  payment  system.  we  ought  not  to  cry  for  a  large  salary,  bnt  to 

F:  M.  Critnden.  —  A  man  who  is  capable  of  make  ourselves  of  that  quality  of  a  librarian  that 

managing  a  large  library  in  a  large  city  like  that  will  command  a  higher  salary, 

of  Chicago  has  got  to  have  a  combination  of  C:  A.  Nelson. — Young  men  go  Intolibrary 

qualities  equal  to  those  of  a  man  who  manages  a  work  on  very  small  salaries,  expecting  to   he 

university  like  Washington  University.     If  not,  gradually    promoted  as   they  become  efficient. 

then  he  is  not  filling  the  bill  and  his  library  is  They  are  lovers  of  the  work  and  they  are  not 

not  properly  managed.    It  is  simply  a  question  lovers  of  any  other  kind  of  work.     Trustees  say, 

of  the  channel  in  which  one  puts  his  energies,  a  young  man  that  will  come  into  a  library  and 

The  compensation  given  to  persons  in  education-  work  for  (700  is  not  worth  any  more.    Why 

al  work  should  be  on  a  par  with  that  of  persons  doesn't  he  go  outside  and  get  double  that  ?    A 

engaged  In  other  intellectual  employment.    The  young  man  may  have  library  qualifications,  hot 

young  men  with  whom  I  went  to  the  high  school  may  not  have  any  aptitude  whatever  for  business 

and  to  college  and  who  have  gone  into  the  pro-  life.     Librarians  require    special    qualifications 

fessions  are  making  from  three  to  five  times  the  for  their  work;  the  librarian  b  born,  not  made. 

amount  of  my  salary.   They  are  men  with  whom  I  say    that  we  should  grade  ourselves  up.     II 

as  boys  and  youths  I  have  had  a  chance  to  com-  there  are  some  of  us  who  get  better  salaries  than 

pare  myself,  and  I  know  that  I  could  have  made  they  did  a  few  years  ago  it  is  because  they  have 

as  good  a  lawyer  as  most  of  them.     Lawyers  who  earned  a  right  to  It. 

are  friends  of  mine  are  making  from  $5,000  to  Pres.  Dewey.  —  If  there  is  a  man  who  knows 

$25,000  a  year.    Those  engaged  in  librarianship  anything  about  library  work  and  who  watched 

should  put  themselves  on  a  par  with  those  en-  Justin  Wlnsor  during  bis  10  years  at  the  Boston 

gaged  in  other  Intellectual  professions.  Public  Library  and  for  a  moment  proposes  to 

S:  S.  Green.  —  I  give  six   hours  a  day    to  put  him  below  any  college  president  in  the  United 

library  work  and  about  four  hours  to  hard  study  States,  that  man  b  a  poor  judge  of  men,  and  Is 

outside  the  library,  and  have  plenty  of  time  for  shoc|(ingly  Ignorant  of  the  average  work  done  by 

any  recreation  I  want.     I  can  do  all  that  the  college  professors.    We  have  in  more  than  one 

city  of  Worcester  is  willing  to  let  me  do  in  carry-  great  city  of  this  country  a  library  system  that 

ing  forward  the  institution  and  carrying  it  on  requires  a  man  of  more  administrative  ability,  of 

as  rapidly  as  Is  prudent  In  six  hours.     I  throw  more  breadth,  and  of  more  force  than  b  required 

the  whole  thought  of  the  library  off  my  mind  to  run  the  traditional  university.     I  am  ready  to 

outside  of  those  six  hours.    I   know  that  Mr.  defend  that  thesis  at  all  times  and  against  all 

Crunden  says  he  keeps  his  library  on  hb  mind  comers. 

all  the  time;  but  I  do  not  think  his  position  S:S.  Green.  —  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  have 

or  mine  requires  the  great  abilities  of    Pres.  the  librarian  paid  as   much  as  his  services  are 

Eliot,  of  Harvard,  or  of. the  head  of  Washington  worth,  but  I  do  not  think,  taking  the  services 

University  or  of  Clark  University.    Whether  I  now  being  rendered  by  the  librarians  of  the 

present  any  reasons  that  are  satisfactory  or  not,  country,  that  we  ought  to  compare  the  salaries 

I  still  am  sure  that  we  are  putting  ourselves  in  a  of  the  chief  librarians  with  those  of  presidents 

ridiculous  attitude  to  claim  that  librarians  of  of  universities. 

large  cities  should  as  things  stand  be  put  on  a  Pres.  Dewey.  —  Nor  I.  Some  of  us  are  talk- 
par  with  heads  of  the  greatest  universities  of  the  ing  of  what  we  are  and  others  of  what  we  ought 
land.     My  opinion  is  that  really  good  librarians  to  be. 

should  generally  be  put  on  the  level  of  superin-  S:  S.   Green.  —  I  hope  that  at  some  time 

tendents  of  schools  in  large  places.  there    may  be  a  good    many  librarians  in  thb 
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country  whose  services  will  have  as  much  money  general  forgets  the  end  and  aim  of  human  effort, 

value  and  ought  to  be  paid   for  with  as  large  We  take  ourselves  to  task  because  we  spend  so 

salaries  as  those  of  the  presidents  of  the  best  much  time  and  effort  in  considering  the  techni- 

universities  in  the  country.    But  I  do  not  think  calities  of  our  profession,  sometimes  losing  eight 

that  we  have  reached  that  time  yet.  of  the  end  towards  which  we  are  aiming.    Just 

Mrz       *     /^    /x^     •          z    •.  .     -.             /  .z  *^  "^°  ioxf[^\.  that  the  object  of  all  the  digging 

Why    should   hbrartans    hesitate    to  reveal  the  ^  a  ^  \  x          *     n  .u          j  j  1  j     ^      •       Ii  u 

^                                r     r     •    9  ^""  delving,  of  all  the  varied  industry  in  which 

amount  of  salaries?  humanity  is  engaged,   is  the  esUblishment  of 

Sec.  Hill.  —  On  several  occasions  I  have  en-  happy  homes  and  the  elevation  of  society.  Ma- 
deavored  to  prepare  a  comparative  table  of  sal-  terial  work  that  the  business  man  does  all  the 
aries  paid  to  librarians  and  assistants  throughout  way  from  the  factory  hand  up  to  the  manager 
the  country.  This  year  I  hope  to  be  more  sue-  or  head  salesman  is  visible  and  tangible.  The 
cessful  than  usual.  I  have  noticed  that  the  num-  salesman  sells  fo  many  goods;  the  net  profits  are 
ber  who  wbh  their  answers  to  be  confidential  so  much.  Thc(  house  can  well  affoid  to  pay 
has  decreased.  From  almost  all  sections  of  the  that  man  $5,000  a  year  and  yet  have  f  20,000  a 
country  I  have  received  good  answers.  In  a  year  profit  beyond  that.  The  work  of  the  teacher 
few  cases  the  reply  was  marked  confidential,  b  not  thus  measurable  in  money.  When  society 
and  of  course  will  not  be  in  the  list.  I  should  realizes  that  accumulation  of  wealth,  which  Is  a 
like  to  know  what  objections  there  can  be  to  necessary  forerunner  of  all  advancement,  is  but 
giving  the  salaries.  One  New  York  man  said  a  means  to  an  end,  it  will  pay  better  salaries  to 
that  it  was  not  the  business  of  the  A.  L.  A.  to  educational  workers,  both  teachers  and  librarians, 
know  his  salary  or  the  amount  paid  to  his  assist-  S:  S.  Gr££N. —  I  pray  that  the  time  may  come 
ants,  but  if  we  would  tell  him  what  reasons  we  when  intellectual  and  moral  qualifications  will 
had  for  asking  the  question  he  would  be  glad  be  properly  appreciated,  but  just  now  I  think 
to  tell  us  what  salaries  his  library  paid.  I  re-  men  are  a  little  more  anxious  to  make  money, 
plied  that  if  in  his  library  he  were  giving  fair  and  think  more  about  such  things  than  they  do 
salaries  it  would  result  in  other  libraries  obtain-  about  these  higher  qualifications, 
ing  the  same,  and  that  if  he  were  not  giving  But  to  get  back  to  the  details  of  the  matter  un- 
fair salaries  it  would  enable  his  assistants  to  der  discussion.  I  must  say  that  when  asked 
get  something  nearer  the  standard  themselves.  questions  about  salaries  I  felt  that  there  was 

J.  K.  HosMXR.  —  I  do  not  approve  of  people  some  danger  that  when  trustees  looking  at  a 

giving  confidential  answers  to  these  questions,  table  of  salaries  in  a  library  saw  that  other 

I  can  see  that  great  use  may  come  from  giving  towns  of  the  same  size  were  paying  less  than 

the  complete  list  of  salaries.  they  were  paying  they  would  feel  a  dissatisfac- 

Treas.  Carr.  —  I  do  not  believe  in  concealing  tion  which  might  result  in  lowering  salaries, 

them.  But  after  an  ofiScer  lus  become  firm  in  his  posi- 

Miss  T,  L.  Kelso.  —  I  think  this  goes  back  tion  and  his  services  have  come  to  be  valued  he 

to  the  same  principle  again,  of  lack  of  respect  ought  to  give  the  information  needed  to  help 

for  the  librarian's  profession.     Wherever  there  his  less  fortunate  colaborers.    We  take  risks  in 

is  a  recognized  profession  the  salary  list  is  pub-  giving  certain  kinds  of  information,  but  we  often 

lished.  ought  to  take  such  I  isks. 

Pres.  DxwKY.  — ^"I  have  been  in  a  position  to  H.  H.  Cooks.  —  No  business  house  finds  it  ad- 
learn  of  a  great  many  salaries  not  generally  visable  publicly  to  announce  the  salaries  paid  to 
known,  and  have  discovered  many  men  of  first-  the  assistants  in  the  house  or  to  compare  with  any 
class  ability  whom  we  supposed  to  be  getting  other  houses  the  salaries  that  they  may  pay.  We 
$3,000  or  $4,000,  but  whose  salaries  were  really  find  that  if  the  various  young  men  and  young  worn, 
only  $i»5oo  to  $i,8oo.  For  such  a  man  the  en  in  one  department  know  what  the  others  are 
trustees  should  be  forced  either  to  put  up  his  getting  they  become  dissatisfied.  They  have  an 
salary  or  lose  him.  I  believe  it  would  be  a  idea  that  they  are  all  equally  valuable.  If  one 
thoroughly  good  thing  to  publbh  a  list  of  re-  man  gets  $900  a  year  and  another  man  gets  $100 
spectable  library  salaries.  It  might  have  a  bad  a  month,  the  man  getting  $900  thinks  he  is  work- 
effect  on  some  few  trustees  to  show  them  a  list  ing  just  as  hard  and  earning  just  as  much  money 
of  insufficient  salaries.  for  the  house  as  the  other,  and  yon  cannot  con- 

F:  M.  Crundxn.  —  At  the  basis  of  this  whole  vince  him  to  the  contrary.    The  result  b  dissat^ 

question  lies  thb  one  principle,  that  society  in  isfaction  on  hb  part,  and  poorer  service.    In  a 
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u  «-ch  u  Eiclf;  anim::.     Tie  =;iz;s  yi: 

us:v.u»  ro=  wL:  i=;  -.bj:  ;m  iUiiIJ=?i  =:« 
»re  r^'-oj  T^-  ?t-er«.'  jcrrite  iri  lirte  St:-=J 
:E#tre»»«i  p4T  wi;;  ix  :r=.p;ei  ts  licw  ;:  :;  -.ieir 
■:u:D«r  v.wirii  <;;h-ri.     T^*;  ij  i;^:*;  r:a::ri. 

Pre».  De^tet.  —  Ai  :rsr»^  w::i  :■  l*rje> 
KiSKcaarr  wore,  ff  wc  rtc>;'8=iie  :&4t  ae  ^re 
i>«  Scui=K  -.he  reTiits  :ki:  we  :;a:;  je:  ;3  bet!, 
new  :i  leecs  w  ae  i  iisile  reason  wir  w* 
lio^d  pt'.iK[  -.hsM  who  are  w!".:;=g  jo  d=  :ii: 
wcfk  free  j-t:ing  ;fli=*:ii=-.  salahes. 

J.  S.  WiM.  —  I  aai  j^re   I  i;  C3i  czcir  vhi: 

asi  EF  5W3  assii-aiia.  Tba:  is  tie  po:::  j  cf  the 
hr.-j*.  Ti::  re:eo::T  I  hare  beec  r=c'=:cg  a 
t-w-Mwre  and  ttbiccc  jiaoaiioo.  A*.  hc=e  ia 
V:rg:nU  we  can  g«l  Terr  got-i  :Ee=  :=Je*i  fcr 
tS  a  Eoath  aac:  tbeir  ia:!o=i.  We  ca-  hire  rerr 
i^'^l  men  fcr  w  een-j  a  d»y  aai  woaien  f;r  is 
tec'A  Thejare  the  btii  paij  petpleicihe  ci:;;o- 
ti7  becasse  :h-T  lire  eccconicallf.  I  tcow  li- 
btarjais  ia  the  We,t  who  d  tbe»  hid  Ijoc  a  reat 
w^^l-lbe  wellpiii,  I  Jo  23,  J.,  how  yet  cao 
ngc:a:e  these  (hingi  at  tl..  Each  litrary  must 
|->ie   IiaeJ  by   its  own    :c:ome  and  loea:  c:r- 

C;  A.  Seuon.  —  Mr.  WIsg  !i  right  as  far  u 
be  g  je>.  I  1^0  cot  ttl=k  that  because  in  some 
lowcs  people  can  !i»e  on  a  ceniia  salary  the 
•a^:e»  :o  other  towns  in  other  part*  cf  the  co-n- 
try  »fc-,:;W  I*  the  same.  People  are  not  ai:e  to 
jadge  as  to  the  tomparative  ezpeases  in  those 
diSereni  piacei.  What  we  want  to  do  Is  to  grade 
the  sa:ary  ol  the  libtaruD,  and  unless  we  ask 
the  trostees  to  grade  the  saUries  up  by  our  ae- 
tl'-n  here  by  laying  that  we  are  wonh  more,  aaJ 
that  '^ur  antsianu  are  worth  more,  it  will  not  be 
d'.ne. 

Ai  to  the  comparison  between  the  people  em- 
ployed :n  tuiioesi  houses  and  others,  ii  one  gets 
%Vi  a  month  and  another  gen  |£0  because  one  1* 
wortbliom'-re  thananother.il  is  no  reason  thai 
the  one  should  get  fjo  a  month  because  the 
Mher.  who  -a  worth  I50  a  month,  gets  it.  If  ao 
aw.sunt  ii  wonb  more,  she  can  get  more.  1 
think  that  this  matter  thould  be  brought  before 
trustees  as  well  as  before  librarians.  Tnuteet 
'.onsuotly  lay  :  "  We  want  to  know  what  the 
r-ustoia  Is." 

J-  ^-  I'AviBi.  — So  far  no  one  has  raised  any 
protest  against  printing  a  selected  llai,  which 
wou.d  ^o  Biui.h  good  in  makiiig  towoskiid  ckki 
wfai'.h  pay  lower  lalaiks  aduncd  of  ibdi 


c.-ds.  Ib  wj  towa  ibey  uke  a  ceniU  pUe 
:=  ;:::g  tiiags  daerwtly  Irom  what  li  dMt 
elievben.  An  otdinaoce  wi*  {uwed  by  the  cit; 
c  -Z.ZK-:.  t3  Ae  rSeel  that  nobody  In  the  eajloy 
cf  ie  c;:y  ihaH  lecehe  len  than  |3  a  day.  tte 
q.:es:::«i  £rK  came  cp  when  I  needed  sowbodT 
Kiiie  siTseli  that  had  bad  tibrarj  eaperiwe. 
The  trustees  said,  "  Yoa  eaa  gel  jnsi  ai  |oad 
-ateria:  ic  Batte  City  as  anywhere,  bnt  yen  "ill 
hive  13  FV  •>'''=•'■  They  ehoK  three  airirtawi 
;iLi:  K^r^Hsed  me.  I  hare  kaown  libraries  wbeit 
stlectfi:  Ibti  cf  salaries  were  presented  to  tbe 
-.r:s;ea,  aci  then  some  of  the  trBrtrei  haw 
wr::tea  to  other  cities  and  fosnd  that  the  liM 
WIS  a  selec-.ed  oae,  and  it  has  produced  a  tad 
ef  t:t.     I  am  ji  faror  ol  the  fallest.  Iaife«,  and 

A.  S.  Biowx.  - 1  fhonld  like  W  toqito 
whether  ihere  are  any  lihiartes  where  iheairitt- 
aa-j  l3  aot  know  what  the  salariei  of  other  airi*- 
aats  are.  So  tar  as  I  know,  the  asdMaW  to»» 
the  salaries  of  other*,  and  ao  bsd  effect  baa  come 

Sk.  Wni.  —  I  tbiok  h  is  a  (act  thai  aMlM- 
ants  do  know  what  others  Hcgetiln(.  and  that 
it  is  also  a  fact  that  those  rtcclring  low  nluid 

J.  N.  Wi>C.  —  When  I  wm  connected  wUh  the 
Sferoaotile  Ubr*ry  In  Sew  York  the  sMbtftnli 
who  knew  otter  nlaries  canaed  a  g««t  deal  it 
disMtisfaction.  I  am  ««  AM  W  U«  ••1»*> 
bsen  kept  secret  it  wooU  haTe  teen  ■■<*  k***" 
for  the  K.-ralt  of  the  instllBiloB. 

Pres.  DswKT.— r  h«»e»  1>««"«^^^J^'J' 
keeping  an jihiag secret  In  any  ediLirtiiMllj^t 
tiii:oD.     Tbe  !asti:cLlocs  that  hoU  'H^^^^| 
iogs  pabUcly  and  tell  (be  worM  "M^^HH 
doing  art  tbe  Instituiions    that   get  «**  ^^A 
legacies,  and    mora!   support.     The  AnWffcaa    ^ 
public  do  not  Uke  to  ha«  tWng.  kep«  •■JW*^  j 
them.      I  belSere    that  h  is  *  »1»  P««T  »   ' 
us  to  co»e  out  sqaaxrly  ao)  cf  th«  •«  M« 
paying  CO  more  lor  wiythlng  than  It  h  •onfc; 
tell  people  where  we  bay  o«/b«.t»aBdwWfc»    ^ 
and  what  we  pay  lor  them  and  10  ererj  ■■'*^ 
in  the  Ubrary.     1  hi«  iiabt"^  ^""^  "^J? 
leiilog  each  one  know  whM  lb"  « 
others  are.     Aral  SI  »J"T* 
them,  ■■Ii  toedobedei 
better  salaiy- 
of  your  TahM,  fg  aragj 
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And  it  was  found  that  the  feeliag  wa*  nnanlmont  at  the  dellTery-detk  ilian  Id  the  cauloglog  de- 
thai  a  full  lilt  should  be  published  In  prefereoce    partnieni, 

to  a  selected  one.  W:  T.  Peoplb.  —  I  think  the  wear  and  tear 

,    ,       . ,  .  ,        ,  ,  ,    of  'be  dell»eiy-deik  is  much  greater  Ibao  In  the 

SA<mUa.tpar^*r>,.mi€fr«vtMfortatal^^,f    ^^^^^^  department,  and  I  do  not  think  there  is 

Sec.  Hill.  — Theaosirera were evenlj divided,  any  necessEt;  for  diicrlminatlon. 
A  Kood  many  omitted  altogether  to  answer  the  Miss  M..  S.  Cutlbb,  —  I  suggest  having  the 
qoesllon,  but  lets  than  half  of  [hose  who  did  cataiogers  work  certain  hoars  daring  tbedaj  at 
reply  staled  that  tbej  used  a  separate  room  or  cataloglug  and  then  puttlag'them  at  the  loan- 
that  they  favored  a  separate  room.  I  want  to  desk  for  a  change.  Cataiogers  are  In  a  corner 
vet  from  the  members  an  eipression  of  opinion  and  do  not  meet  the  public  It  would  be  better 
M  to  whether  Lhey  have  any  difficulty  in  having  (or  the  library  to  have  the  cataiogers  meet  the 
Ibe  work  of  cataiogiog  done  In  Ibe  delivery  pubticlnsome  way  directly  an  hour  or  two  a  day. 
room,  or  wtiether,  having  had  the  space  there,  J:  F.  Da  vies.  —  1  do  not  lilie  to  vote  that  cat- 
tbey  have  been  obliged  to  change  and  go  Into  alogers  should  have  shorter  hours.  All  of  these 
another  room.  questions  on  which  we  are  voting  are  general 

Miss  CM.  HiwiNS.  — Our  cataloging  work  questions,  There  are  many  considerations  al- 
ls done  lo  the  refereDce-room.  The  cataioger  ways  to  be  taken  into  the  account.  You  may 
might  have  had  a  separate  room  If  she  bad  ran  along  a  week  or  two  smoothly  and  then  yon 
chosen,  but  she  prefers  the  reference-room,  will  get  three  hours'  work  thai  will  tire  you  as 

C:  A.  COTTaR.  — In  general  I  have  not  favored  much  as  two  weeks'  ordinary  work.  Granted 
having  a  separate  room  tor  cataiogers  and  cUssI-  that  cataloging  Is  fully  as  hard,  or  harder,  than 
Acn.and  I  have  lately  heard  of  an  experience  oiherwork.lt  isalwaysconslderedamoredestra- 
wbleh  confirms  that  view,    A  classifier  (classifici's    ble  position. 

work,  by  the  way,  is  much  harder  than  tata-  Sec.  Hill,  — There  is  one  objection  among 
loging)  had  been  accustomed  to  sit  in  a  public  cataiogers  to  putting  Into  operation  the  suggcs- 
room.  Going  to  a  new  library,  sbe  was  put  in  a  tlon  of  Miss  Culler.  Those  who  work  In  the 
roon  by  beraelf.  She  finds  that  sbe  Is  much  cataloging  department  of  our  library  get  a  Utile 
more  tired  at  the  day's  end.  Change  of  occupa-  more  wages,  and  if  they  are  asked  to  do  work 
tloa  Is  rest.  In  the  delivery  department  they  feel  that  their 

Pro,  DiWIT.  —  How  many  recommend  that  dignity  is  disturbed, and  tbeysay,  "Youareask- 
ihc  ealaloging  should  be  done  In  a  separate  ing  me  lo  do  something  of  tbe  work  of  a  mes- 
roon  I  senger,  and  I  do  not  care  to  do  It."    That  is  the 

Om  ooly  voted  scalnsl  a  separate  room.  real  difficulty  in  tbe  way. 

_  ,  .    ,  .  .  C:A.NauoN.  —  l  think  tbatallpersonslnter- 

^"^         ^""  Z,  z^"  esled  In  library  work,  whether  specblcauloger, 

HK  MMitUMttT  ^^  ^^j    .J  ^^^^   j^^^  ^^^^  way,  should  do  some 

^^^C.  Hill.  — Two  rrponcd  longer  hours  for  reference  woik.  They  cannot  get  a  better  ac- 
euatogersibanothermenibeis  of  thestaS.  More  quaintance  with  books  than  by  going  into  the 
Ibao  hill  lepoTl  the  same  hours  for  ihc  catalog-  reference  de  pari  men  i.  Tbecatalogerwboknows 
erl.  Only  about  one-third  made  any  distinction  bow  to  handle  the  books  in  the  reference  de- 
between  rsulogeta  and  other  menbcti  of  the  partment  Is  a  bcilei  worker  for  the  library.  1 
it»fl.  believe  every  one  here  hHI  agree  that  the  cau- 

TbetOMOf  Ibe  meellagwufatlBd  tobe  (our  logcr  must  not  malie  a  specialist  of  himself. 
U  oat  Ibil  the  hiHin  fmOagga^tn  ought  Jl^gbpuld  the  reference  librarian  be  a  tpetial- 
iMtlahcsobnxaatbni^^^^BHaMistBa^^^^Hkn  we  ttaln  asiisunts,  let  them  under- 

C:A.  CfTTSi-— Tt^^^^^^HknyJ^^^^^^^Bepartmentsof  ibe  library. 

UiraHan  be  iiirdary  */  the  toardr 

:  answered  that  tbe  librarian 

'scmary  of  the  board :  about  ao  an- 

)■  Ubrariao  oogbl  to  be  ;  lo  or  tj 

_  te  ooght  D<it  to  have  anything  to 

fast  af  it     Otbcn  made  no  reply 
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G:  W.  CoLB.  —  I  found  upon  inquiry  that  the  than  yon  ever  had  before.    We  do  not  anticipate 

practice  of  having  the  librarian  secretary  of  the  that  they  will  fail  to  get  positions, 
board  prevails  in  New  Jersey  more  commonly        F:  M.   Crunden.  —  It  is  evident  that  this 

than  elsewhere.     I  thinlc  the  plan  is  a  good  one,  course  of  training  is  a  good  preparation  for  any 

as  it  brings  the  librarian  into  closer  relations  work  of  life.    You  will  observe  that  while  Miss 

with  the  trustees  and  gives  both  an  opportunity  Kelso  objects  to  cheap  Chinese  labor  there  is  no 

to  study  the  library's  needs  more  carefully  than  inconsistency  in  requiring  novitiates  to  work 

in  any  other  way.  for  nothing  for  a  while.     Her  system  is  to  re- 

W:  T.  Peoples.  —  I  believe  that  the  librarian  quire  them  to  be  trained  first,  and  once  trained 

should  be  present  at  all  meetings  of  the  board,  to  give  them  the  best  salaries, 
but  it  is  a  question  whether  he  should  be  secre-        Miss  M..  S.  Cutler  delivered  an  abstract  of 

tary  or  not.     That  requires  extra  labor.  her  paper  on 

Sec.  Hiu.  —  It  is  done  at  Milwaukee  and  in 

all  libraries  of  New  Jersey  established  under  "^^""^^  ""^  ^^^^'^^^  ''  evening,  Sunday,  houday. 
the  Uw  of  1884.     The  librarian,  as  secretary  of  ^^^  vacation  opening. 

the  board,  keeps  the  minutes,   looks  after  the        Miss  Cutler. — A  summing  up  of  the  whole 

bills  and  their  proper  auditing  and  everything  question  as  to  whether  a  library  should  be  open 

that  pertains  to  the  office.     He  does  all  the  ex-  Sundays  and  holidays  was  made  by  Mr.  Winsor 

ecutive  work,  and  the  point  is  that  he  is  brought  in  1887,  when  at  the  meeting  of  the  Library  As- 

into  closer  business  relations  with  the  trustees  sociation  of  the  United  Kingdom  he  said:  "  The 

and  with  the  business  world,  and  becomes  in  hours  that  a  library  are  open  must  correspond 

fact  what  a  librarian  ought  to  be  — a  business  to  the  hours  when  any  considerable  number  of 

man  in  an  executive  position.  people  will  come  to  it."     I  interpret  that  to 

F:  M.  Crunden.  —  I  have  returns  from  37  li-  mean  the  hours  to  which  the  public  will  respond 

braries  on  this  same  question.     My  recollection  after  a  fair  and  intelligent  effort  to  open  for 

is  that  eight  or  nine  reported  that  the  librarian  perhaps  longer  hours  than  they  have  been  ac- 

acted  as  secretary.  customed  to.     I  understand  that  the  object  of 

Miss  T.  L.  Kelso  gave  an  abstract  of  her  pa-  these  abstracts  at  this  meeting  is  to  gather  up 

per  on  the  points  of  agreement  on  various  subjects, 

and  I  submit  that  the  Association  has  come  up 

CIVIL  SERVICE   RULES   IN  A   PUBLIC   LIBRARY.  ^     ,\.'     %^'    i.     ^       j      j  *u»  —•      i  v      * 

to  this  high  standard  on  this  particular  subject, 

H:  M.  Utlby.  —  You  say  that  when  there  is  a  and  this  statement  of  Mr.  Winsor*s  will  meet 

vacancy  in  any  grade  a  substitute  in  that  grade  with  agreement.     In  1887  I  had  the  honor  to 

is  promoted  to  it  ?  present  a  paper  on  Sunday  opening  which  was 

MissT.  L.  Kelso.  —  A  substitute  is  promoted  followed  by  discussion.     It  was  argued  that  a 

into  the  next  class  and    next  on  the  regular  free  public  librar>'  ought  to  be  open  on  Sunday 

staff.  because  it  was  for  the  public,  and  should  be 

Pres.  Dewey.  —  I  would  ask  what  Miss  Kelso  open  on  the  day  when  the  greatest  number  of 

does  with  her  product.     She  spoke  of  five  out  people  would  be  free  to  use  it,  and  because 

of  six  going  off  in  the  matiimonial  market.     If  opening   had  been  successfully  followed  in  a 

she  advises  all  libraries  to  start  a  training  class  large  number  of  libraries,  and  because  the  most 

of  this  kind  where  are  they  going  to  find  work  active  and  influential  librarians  in  our  profes- 

to  do  ?  sion  heartily  support  it.    There  was,  I  believe. 

Miss  T.  L.  Kelso.  —  In  the  first  place  the  li-  only  one  dissenting  voice  to  that  proposition  in 

brary  takes  on  more  assistants  on  that  account.  St.  Louis. 

We  do  not  pretend  that  after  six  months'  train-  Tbe  question  of  holiday  opening  stands  very 
ing  a  young  woman  is  capable  of  managing  a  close  to  that,  although  we  have  not  discussed 
library.  I  have  made  an  arrangement  with  two  it  as  fully.  I  have  examined  a  book  of  statis- 
second-hand  book-stores,  and  several  of  the  young  tics  made  up  for  the  comparative  exhibit  which 
ladies  are  going  to  put  them  into  order,  so  that  throws  a  litt!c  light  on  this  subject.  Of  182  li- 
the owner  can  find  out  what  books  be  has.  We  braries  answering  this  series  of  questions  68 
endeavor  to  find  positions  as  far  as  possible,  now  open  on  Sunday  and  113  are  closed.  Of 
From  the  first  we  promise  absolutely  nothing  in  these  same  libraries  53  are  open  on  holidays 
the  way  of  employment,  but  we  do  say  in  six  and  129  are  closed, 
months  you  will  have  a  better  business  training        1  have  never  been  more  interested  than  in  the 
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results  of  the  statistics  of  the  same  volume  on  in  the  evening,  for  lack  of  use.  I  should  like 
the  question  of  daily  hours  of  opening.  Of  very  much  to  hear  from  some  of  the  librarians 
these  182  libraries,  including  libraries  of  all  who  have  been  more  successful  in  making  their 
sizes  and  types  and  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  reference- room  used.  Our  reference  libifary 
the  average  daily  opening  is  nine  to  eight  hours,  has  between  a,ooo  and  3,000  volumes.  I  should 
I  submit  to  the  Association  that  this  is  a  good  like  to  know  why  it  has  failed  to  be  popular, 
average,  and  that  I  was  justified  in  stating  that  W:  H.  Brett.  —  I  have  addressed  inquiries 
we  had  reached  the  high  ground  of  Mr.  Win-  to  librarians  throughout  the  country  on  this 
%o^%  principle.  In  practice  as  well  as  theory  same  question  in  preparing  my  paper  on  rules, 
we  agree  that  the  library  should  be  open  as  The  replies  that  I  received  were  about  the  same 
many  hours  as  the  people  will  come  to  it.  That  that  she  reports.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  en- 
being  the  case,  if  people  will  come  to  these  11-  tirely  a  local  matter,  and  that  each  library 
braries  for  nine  to  eight  hours  per  day,  it  will  should  conform  to  the  needs  of  its  community, 
hardly  be  safe  for  a  conservative  or  stingy  In  large  places  on  holidays,  for  the  sake  of 
board  of  trustees  or  lazy  librarian  to  stand  out  the  many  homeless  men  and  of  the  young  men 
against  this  principle.  living  in  boarding-houses,   the    reading-room 

There  are  two  things  which  I  should  like  to  should  be  open. 
have  discussed,  on  which  perhaps  there  is  no  G:  W.  Cole.  —  In  Jersey  City  we  have  taken 
general  agreement.  The  first  is  the  question  of  an  advanced  stand.  Our  library  was  opened 
holiday  opening,  whether  there  are  reasons  why  July  6,  1 891,  and  it  has  not  been  closed  since, 
the  library  should  open  on  Sundays  and  not  on  excepting  for  one  day,  when  no  business  was 
holidays  and  vice  versa.  The  other  question  Is  done  and  our  interest  was  centred  in  the 
whether  a  free  public  library  should  be  open  on  Columbian  celebration  (October  12).  We  open 
Sunday  for  circulation  of  books  as  well  as  for  our  circulating  department,  reading-room,  and 
the  use  of  books  in  the  building.  The  first  reference-room  every  day  in  the  year,  the  cir- 
question  —  holiday  opening  —  has  not  been  dis-  culating  department  from  2  to  6  p.m.,  and  reading- 
cussed,  room  from  2  to  9.     Our  quarters  are  such  that 

Miss  C.  M.  Hewins. — We  have  tried  both  the  reference- room  is  not  adequate,  and  we  are 
Sunday  and  holiday  opening  since  we  opened  not  doing  the  work  there  which  we  should  like 
our  free  library.  We  open  our  reading  room  to  do.  Aside  from  that  the  opening  of  the 
and  reference-room  every  Sunday  from  i  to  7:30  library  in  all  its  branches  seems  to  have  been 
P.M.  On  holidays  we  open  the  circulating  de-  very  successful.  During  the  period  which  the 
partment  from  9  to  11  a.m.,  and  keep  the  read-  la«t  annual  report  covers  we  circulated  some- 
ing  and  reference  rooms  open  as  usual.  We  thing  over  6,700  volumes  on  Sundays,  and  there 
find  the  opening  of  the  reading-room  eminently  were  about  the  same  number  of  people  who 
successful.  Our  Sunday  average  in  the  read-  used  the  reading-room.  There  was  no  record 
ing  room  has  been  60  readers.  On  holidays  kept  of  the  reference  room,  but  my  impression 
we  give  out  on  an  average  between  40  and  50  is  that  it  was  well  used.  We  do  not  feel  disposed 
books,  enough  to  justify  opening  the  library,  to  make  any  change  in  our  methods. 
We  do  not  find  the  Sunday  and  holiday  reading  R.  B.  Poole.  —  Our  library  is  kept  open 
and  reference  room  opening  successful.  We  have  Sunday  afternoons  and  evenings  and  on  every 
not  perhaps  educated  our  people  up  to  the  ref  holiday.  The  average  reading  does  not  differ 
erence  room.  The  largest  number  of  persons  largely  from  other  days.  I  believe  in  the  library 
I  have  ever  known  to  come  into  that  room  on  being  open  on  holidays.  Oftentimes  there  are 
Sunday  was  17.  Of  those  17,  12  came  from  readers  there  who  do  not  come  ordinarily  on 
curiosity  and  the  other  five  came  to  read.  Of  other  days.  It  is  a  day  on  which  they  are  glad 
those  five,  three  asked  for  fairy  tales.  So  it  has  to  look  up  subjects  they  are  interested  in. 
gone  on  Sunday  after  Sunday.  We  have  had  one  S:  S.  Green.  —  The  library  in  Worcester  was 
and  two  readers  there  and  sometimes  we  have  the  first  large  public  library  in  New  England  to 
had  none.  On  holidays  frequently  we  have  open  on  Sunday.  For  the  last  two  or  three 
had  one  or  two.  The  evening  that  I  left  Hart-  years  it  has  been  open  on  holidays  also.  In  the 
ford  our  board  of  directors  had  a  meeting,  and  warmest  weather  attendance  Is  comparatively 
the  last  thing  they  said  to  me  was  to  have  small.  Even,  then,  however,  it  is  considerable 
the  reference-room  closed  for  the  present  on  in  the  reading-room  where  newspapers  are  pro- 
Sundays,  and  possibly  between  8  and  10  o'clock  vided. 
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F:  M.  Crunden.  —  In  Sl  Louis,  where  Sun-  SIXTH  SESSION. 

day  opening  has  been  tried  for  so  years,  it  is  no  /^  ,  « 

I  *.        •iiTi.  J.  (Thursday,  Jui-y  aa) 

longer  a  question  at  all.    I  have  counted  in  a  ''  ' 

reading-room  at  one  time  on  Sunday  125  people  Held   in  the  New  York  State  Building,  Co- 

or  more.    Many  of  the  faces  are  those  of  people  lumbian  Exposition  grounds,  by  invitation  of 

who  ordinarily  do  not  come  week-days.    So  far  ^^^  ^cw  York  State  Library  Association. 

as  holiday  opening   is   concerned  there   is  no  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  9:20  A.  M . 

question  about  that  either.    On  Washington's  by  Pres.  Dkwky. 

Birthday  we  have  issued  in  books  and  periodi-  Sc<^*  Hill.  —  Moved  that  the  election  of  of- 

cals  more  than  1,000,  and  I  suppose  the  library  ficersbe  taken  up  as  a  matter  of  special  business 

has  had  1,000  people  come  to  it.   On  other  holi-  &<  11:30.    Voted. 

days,  of  course,  there  are  not  so  many  peo-  G*  M.  Jones  read  extracts  from  his  paper  on 

**' Miss  C.  M.  HiwiNS.  -  Is  it  better  to  close  a  accession  department  (/«  p.  234). 

reference-room  on  Sundays  and  holidays  and  in  which  were  taken  up  point  by  point  for  discus- 

the  evenings  when  it  has  been  used  as  little  as  sion. 

ours  has,  or  to  go  on  keeping  it  open,  with  the  Selections  for  public  libraries, 

hope  that  it  will  be  more  used  ?    I  wish  to  report  Miss  C.  M.  Hkwins.  —  Is  the  general  opinion 

a  vote  of  the  American  Library  Association  on  of  the  meeting  in  favor  of  buying  Chautauqua 

this  to  my  directors.  textbooks  ? 

G.  M.  Jones.  —  When  did  Miss  Hewins begin  G.  M.  Jones.  —  I  buy  them, 

this  opening  ?  Treas.  Carr.  —  Buy  to  a  limited  extent,  just 

Miss  C.  M.  Hewins.  —  Last  February.  enough  to  say  that  you  have  them. 

G.  M.  Jones.  —  My  experience  is  that  the  use  J:  F.  Davies. — We  had  a  little  experience 

of  the  room  drops  off  very  much  in  summer,  with  Chautauqua  text-books.     At  St.  Louis  we 

While  in  winter  we  have  loo  to  125  in  our  read-  went  on  the  plan,  which  I  think  is  always  a  good 

ing-room,  in  summer  we  run  down  to  20  or  30.  one,  of  buying  one  set.     The  Chautauqua  stu- 

I  think  if  she  would  try  it  through  another  dents  wanted  enough  to  supply  all.     I  noticed 

winter  she  would  find  a  much  larger  use.  that  certain  persons  would  take  out  a  copy  and 

H:  M.  Utley.  —  I  think  Miss    Hewins'  ex-  pass  it  on  to  their  friends,  and  so  it  was  kept  in 

periment  has  not  been  tried  long  enough  to  one  clique.     We  got  one  duplicate  set  and  the 

furnish  satisfactory  results.    When  a  library  is  demand  was  so  slight  that  I  concluded  they  did 

first  opened  on  Sunday  there  may  be  some  local  not  care  very  much  for  the  books, 

prejudices  which  would  affect  the  attendance  jf  f^nds  are  limited  do  not  buy  expensive  works 

upon  it.     It   might  be  unpopular  possibly  to  when  there  are  good  cheaper  ones. 

some  extent  with  people  who  do  not  appreciate  ,„    o    «                t       ^            ^  m*      t 

:•      /-v  -  1-u                  a    .             J         o     J  W.  S.  BiscoE.  —  I  understand  Mr.  Jones  to 

It.     Our  library  was  first  opened   on  Sunday  ,      .         „  ,.^      .         „.,       ,           ,..       , 

,.                    .           •       r             J.            J       ;  speak  of  small  libraries.     When  larger  libraries 

afternoon  and  evening  for    reading  and   ref-  ,              ^  ,        ,      .      ,    .                      ^      .^ 

^^  •    .ooA    fu                     ..     J         r       f.  have  sufficient  funds,  I  do  not  see  why  they 

erence  in  1886.   The  average  attendance  for  the  ^     ,,         ^          \^    i       ^,    ^                .,1. 

-_.                       ,             o-        *u  •    u  should  not  have  the  best  if  they  are  willing  to 

first  year  was  only  100.   Since  then  the  average  f       u                                     /                   » 

Sunday  attendance  has  multiplied  thrice  and  ^^Z   ?,    ,  '"'         ,,         .  .       .      .       .    • 

..         r,,          ij       .                      ..                  ,  G.  M.  Jones.  —  My  opinion  is  that  it  is  not 

the  public  would  not  now  consent  to  a  proposi-  ,      ,     ^       „  ...       ,          ^    .        •               ,  . 

^t      .      y             o     J  Wise  for  small  libraries  to  do  it  unless  speclal- 

tion  to  close  on  Sunday.  .  .       .      ,             .     ,     ,. 

IMiss  M..  S.  CUTLEK.  -  Will  some  one  who  has    "'"«  '°  "'"  P^"""!"  •■°«- 
tried  it  and  believes  in  it  give  one  short,  crisp  Should  we  buy  new  books  from  one  firm? 

reason  for  opening  a  library  for  circulation  on        G.  M.  Jones.  — -  A  bookseller  said  to  me  on 
Sunday?    No  one  answered.  the  way  out  that  he  thought  all  the  new  books 

W:  H.  Brett  read  an  abstract  of  his  paper  on    should  be  bought  of  one  firm.   The  objection  to 

that  is  that  in  books  as  in  other  kinds  of  trade 

REGULATIONS  FOR  READERS.  ^.^  ,  ^,/» 

different  stores  keep  different  goods. 
(See p,  230.)  Arthur  Cunningham.  —  I  have  found  it  bet- 

-,,      .,         .        ...  .  -        .  ter  to  separate  foreign  from  American  orders. 

The  discussion  of  it  was  deferred.  „,        ^L  ^^         ..  ^      .       .     ^ 

We  get  better  satisfaction  in  that  way.     If  you 

Recess  until  Thursday  morning.  undertake  to  give  one  house  the  whole  order 
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"^here  is  a  tendency  to  neglect  promptness  in  for  them.     In  New  York  booksellers  supply 
delivery  of  foreign  publications.  Chicago  books  from  the  New  York  jobbing 
Miss  Esther  Crawford. — What  does  Mr.  houses.    A  dealer  who  supplies  you  has  some- 
Jones  consider  a  large  buyer  ?  times  to  wait  a  few  days  to  look  up  his  order. 
G.  M.  JoNXS.  —  I  should  consider  one  who  The  discount  to  the  trade  regularly  is  a  third  off, 
buys  $4,000  or  95,ooo  a  year  a  large  buyer.  unless  they  buy  in  quantities,  when  they  get 
Miss  EsTHRR  Crawford.  —  You  advise  that  somewhat  better  terms.    I  every  day  put  in 
library  to  buy  from  different  sources  ?  books  at  a  third  off  rather  than  keep  the  orders 
G.  M.  JONRS. — That  must  depend  on  local  waiting.    When  a  bookseller  gives  you  a  third 
coaditions.    Ladies  say  that  different  dry-goods  off  it  is  every  cent  he  can  possibly  allow  you, 
stores  carry  different  kinds  of  goods.     It  is  the  except  on  special  books.    You  had  better  give 
same  with  the  book  trade.    I  believe  in  patron-  your  foreign  orders  to  some  one  house,  and 
izing  the  local  dealer  where  possible.     For  its  your  American  orders  to  one  house.    In  making 
first  $10,000  worth.  Salem  sent  out  for  bids,  and  up  an  order  it  is  best  to  include  the  publisher's 
the  local  dealer  got  the  order.     He  filled  the  name  when  you  can. 

first  order  and  continued  for  some  time  to  fill  G.  M.  Jones.  —  I  believe  in  buying  of  one 

orders  at  a  large  discount.    After  a  while  he  firm  except  under  special  conditions. 

decided  that  he  could  not  afford  to  sell  at  that  H.  H.  Cooke.  — Any  bookseller  can  make  a 

discount.    Since  then  I  have  been  buying  in  better  rate  to  a  library  who  gives  him  all  its 

Boston.  orders.     Western  houses  are  obliged  to  keep  a 

Miss  Esther  Crawford.  —  Would  you  advise  complete  stock  of  not  only  current  American 

buying   in  large   lots  at  lengthy  intervals,  or  fiction  but  scientific  books  as  well,  and  will  make 

small  lots  at  closer' intervals  ?  a  very  much  better  rate  to  a  library  giving  them 

G.  M.  JoNRS.  —  I  believe  in  buying  frequently,  all  its  orders  than  they  will  to  a  library  that  they 

Miss  E.  M.  CoE.  —  Our  committee  and  I  have  know  divides  orders.     We  are  obliged  to  order 

struck  on  a  plan  which  would  facilitate  getting  books  in  large  quantities,  100  or  200  copies  in 

s  list  of  books.    We  have  a  simple  slip  very  some  cases,  or  of  a  book  like  Lew  Wallace's  we 

much  like  that  given  out  by  the  Library  Bureau,  may  have  to  buy  1,000  copies.     If  the  book 

The  librarian  in  charge  of  each  branch, has  lit*  houses  were  doing  only  library  business  they 

tie    call-slips    on  which  any  title  is  written,  could  not  afford  to  give  a  third  off.    We  get  a 

Those  are  brought  to  me  once  a  month.    There  discount  of  40^  only  on  large  orders,  and  I  do 

are  three  members  of  the  book  committee.     I  not  believe  that  any  house  is  able  to  do  busi- 

make  out  the  list,  and  if  any  one  of  the  commit-  ness  on  less  than   10  %  margin.    I  think  the 

tee  comes  in  I  catch  him  and  make  him  sign  libraries  get  the  better  end  of  it  when  they  get 

such  slips  as  he  is  willing  to  sign.    One  signa-  a  third. 

tnre  is  sufficient.    It  does  not  have  to  go  before  G.  M.  Jones.  —  A  good  many  special  lines  of 

the  committee.     By  the  end  of  the  month  I  am  books  are  held  at  special  prices.    There  are 

ready  with  the  lists.    When  the  order  is  large  publishers  who,  when  a  large  purchase  is  made, 

we  send  to  the  publishers  direct.    If  it  does  not  make  a  larger  discount.    The  result  is  that  the 

exceed  two  or  three  volumes  we  put  these  slips  firm  carrying  that  sort  of  books  makes  the  libra- 

in  the  hands  of  an  agent.     It  is  not  uncommon  ry  as  much  discount  as  the  bookseller  receivef, 

to  send  an  order  for  la  or  15  books  to  the  perhaps  even  a  larger  discount.    I  believe  in 

Scribners  and  receive  them  the  next  day.  the  general  principle  of  buying  of  one  firm,  but 

J.  N.  Wing.  —  When  I  first  went  to  the  New  there  are  exceptions. 

York  Mercantile  Library  they  bought  books  H.  H.  Cooke.  —  There  are  scientific  books 

everywhere  and  I  induced  Mr.  Peoples'  prede-  that,  of  course,  are  sold  at  much  smaller  dis- 

cessor  to  make  the  change.    The  librarian  was  counts  than  the  regular  publications.     There 

buying  from  one  person  and  another,  and  was  are  also  other  books  that  are  sold  at  a  better  re- 

not  getting  satisfaction.    The  library  then  ex-  duction  than  the  ordinary  books  of  travel  or 

pended  something  like  $10,000  a  year  in  books,  belles-lettres.    The  extra  discount  on  juvenile 

We  arranged  with  publishers  to  give  us  one-  books  will  make  up  for  whatever  is  deducted 

third  off.    You  speak  of  delays.    These  come  on  scientific    publications,  so  that  the  house 

sometimes  in  making  up  the  order.    It  may  be  getting  all  the  orders  from  a  library  can  afford 

that  we  do  not  have  all  the  books  in  stock,  and  to  do  better  by  it  than  a  house  getting  only 

must  send  to  Philadelphia,  Boston,  or  Chicago  scientific  orders. 
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Pres.   Dewey.  —  Few    librarians  have  been  them  not  filled.    They  quote  a  large  discount 

trained  enough  in  business  to  learn  to  cut  off  to  you  when  they  expect  to  fumUh  books  that 

trifles.    In  a  great  many  manufacturing  estab-  come  in  their  way,  but  make  no  special  effort 

lishments  the  difference  of  a  hundredth  part  of  to  go  outside  and  obtain  the  books  that  you 

a  mill  perhaps  on  each  article  makes  the  differ-  want,  so  that  at  the  end  of  a  few  months  yon 

ence  between  success  or  failure.      In  buying  find  a  vast  accumulation  of  outstanding  orders 

books  the  man  who  wants  to  patronize  a  great  with  no  prospect  of  getting  them.     Many  11- 

many  different  firms  often  forgets  how  much  it  brarians  are  drawn  into  this  by  being  offered  a 

costs  for  the  different  letters  written,  the  differ-  lower  discount  than  reputable  houses  can  af- 

ent  accounts  kept,  the  separate  express  parcels  ford  to  give,  when  the  bookseller  intends  per* 

received  opened,  recorded,  etc.     At  the  end  of  haps  to  supply  only  such  books  as  are  at  hand, 

the  year  these  make  costs  a  serious  total.     Many  We  have  found  it  a  safer  and  better  policy  to 

librarians  are  prone  to  forget  what  a  business  deal  with  some  reputable  house,  even  though  on 

man  would  recognize,  that  he  is  paying  out  a  paper  we  do  not  get  the  very  lowest  discount, 

considerable  percentage  in  incidentals  and  in  In  sending  out  for  competitive  bids  this  should 

time  which  costs  money.     When  you  take  these  be  borne  in  mind. 

things  into  consideration  it  seems  to  me  that  F.  P.  Hill-.  —  In  such  a  case  as  Mr.  Cole  has 

our  wise  policy  is  to  pick  out  a  good  house  and  mentioned  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  the  duty  of 

give  all  our  orders  to  it  as  long  as  it  gives  us  the  librarian  to  see  that  those  orders  are  filled, 

the  best  service  and   proper    prices.      If   we  If  the  attention  of  a  reputable  house  is  called 

find  that  a  publisher  is  overcharging  when  he  to  the  fact  it  will  see  that  the  order  is  filled 

gets  a  good  chance,  change  at  once  and  try  an-  sooner  or  later.    The  librarian   must  simply 

other  more  honest.     I  have  a  friend  who  lives  look  after  the  bookseller. 

in  a  town  of  about  10,000  inhabitants  and  who  H :  J.  Carr.  —  If  we  confine  our  orders  to 

sets  a  very  good  table.     I  asked  him  how  he  one   house  let  those  orders  go  in  with  steady 

managed  about  his  marketing.     He  said,  "  I  go  frequency.      Let    your    bookbuying   continue 

into  a  market  and  say,  '  I   will  send  all  my  right  along  steadily,  weekly,   bi-monthly,  or 

orders  here  without  exception  as  long  as  you  monthly  as  the  case  may  be,  and  your  dealer 

give  me  the  best  service.    Just  as  soon  as  you  will  have  his  books  on  hand,  your  orders  will 

send  me  poor  supplies  I  shall  not  complain  or  be  filled  promptly,  and  you  will  have  very  few 

return  them,  but  shall  without  warning  change  shorts. 

to  another  dealer.*  "    That  is  the  way  to  deal  Imported  books, 

with    book    firms.     As    custodians    of    public  H.H.Cooke. — If  a  library  orders  a  foreign 

money  we  have  no  right  to  buy  of  a  local  deal-  book  of  us  we  do  net  ask  if  they  want  to  import 

er  at  a  higher  rate,  counting  express,  prompt-  it.    We  import  it  ourselves  free  of  duty   for 

ness,  etc.,  any  more  than  we  have  to  employ  a  them. 

local  carpenter  to  build  our  furniture  instead  of  Encourage  the  retail  dealer. 
buying  it  of  a  good  factory  that  has  facilities  Pres.  Dewey. — Would  you  buy  of  the  retail 
for  doing  such  work  in  the  most  economical  deader  at  a  higher  price  ?  Is  it  the  business  of 
way  and  can  give  us  a  much  better  article  for  the  librarian  to  encourage  the  local  book-store 
less  money.  This  patronage  of  local  interests  by  paying  a  higher  price  if  a  jobber  will  fur- 
often  accounts  for  the  miserable  binding  in  nish  the  books  for  less  ? 
country  libraries.  G.  M.  Jones.  — Any  man  who  supplies  books 

S:  S.  Green.  —  Do  I  understand  Mr.  Cooke  to  to  a  library  I  consider  a  retail  dealer. 

say  that  he  gives  one  third  off  on  everything,  H.  H.  Cooke.  —  I  venture  to  say  that  if  Mr. 

scientific  books  and  all,  if  he  has  large  orders  ?  Jones  will  buy  his  books  of  Clarke,  of  Boston,  at 

H.  H.  Cooke.  —We   have  done  that  when  25 Jt.  it  will  be  cheaper  than  if  he  buys  from  the 

they   were  of  considerable    size.    There  is  a  publishers  at  one-third  off. 

great  difference  between  scientific  books  and  J.   N.  Wing. — You    cannot   buy   Scribners' 

net  books.     Net  books  are  books  published  at  books  at  a  third  off  unless  you  give  us  the  whole 

small  discounts.   We  do  not  sell  those  at  a  third  business, 

off  but  if  we  get  20 jt  we  give  the  library  \o%.  H.  H.  Cooke.  —  McClurg  will  not  give  a  dis- 

G:  W.  C0LE«  —  If  at  the  end  of  the  year  you  count  on  a  portion  of  an  order, 

look  over  your  orders  to  those  firms  that  offer  G.  M.  Jones.  —  Five  or  six  years  ago,  when  I 

large  discounts  you  will  find  a  great  many  of  was  in  a  book-store  in  Boston,  we  were  troubled 
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by  the  fact  that  certain  publishers  would  sell  to  London  and  in  Germany  about  10  %  or  some- 
libraries  as  cheap  as  they  would  supply  us.  times  i%.     If  a  library  is  a  wholesale  buyer  it 

^  .      ,    .          ,       ,  ought  to  be  dealt  with  like  any  other  wholesale 

Subscrtpttm^k,  ofUn  Mier  bought  of  agmt,.  ^^^^     j  ,y„,^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ,,  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^ 

Wkston  FuNT.  —  There  is  not  a  subscription-  in  London,  Leipzig,  and  Paris  for  the  foreign 
book  in  the  United  States  that  you  cannot  buy  books.  The  books  are  there  bought  at  whole- 
direct  just  as  cheaply  and  just  as  quickly  as  of  sale  prices,  and  cases,  cartage,  and  insurance  do 
agents.  We  have  a  rule  in  our  departments  in  not  exceed  5  ^.  We  get  twice  as  many  books 
Washington  that  an  agent  is  not  allowed  to  by  our  change.  Any  agent  in  New  York  will 
come  into  the  building.  import  these  books  for  you  and  will  have  the 

A.  W.   Whklplsy.  —  When  Stanley's  book  duty  remitted  and  save  that  expense, 

was  put  on  the  market  we  could  not  get  it  of  H.  H.  Cookb.  —  I   cannot  conceive   of  any 

the  bookseller,  so  I  got  it  from  the  special  bookseller  doing    anything    else.      We  never 

agent.  think  of  sending  a  book  from  our  tables  on 

H.  H.  CooKi.  — We  got  a  few  copies  of  Stan-  which  we  have  paid  duties  unless  the  librarians 

ley  the  first  day  it  was  published,  though  we  say  that  they  are  particularly  anxious  for  that 

could  not  fill  all  our  orders.    Our  old  customers  book.    We  retail  books  over  our  counter  at  35 

got  it  at  a  slight  discount.     If  you  send  to  Chi-  cents  a  shilling, 

cago  for  your  books  you  will  get  them  promptly.  Weston  Flint.  —  I  found  in  regard  to  local 

J.  N.  Wing.  —  I  cannot  recall  the  name  of  a  dealers  that  I  could  not  do  anything.     I  do  not 

book  that  I  cannot  supply  at  once.  believe  all  librarians  save  all  the  duty  yet.     I 

W:  T.  Pkoplbs.  — When   I   want  Scribners'  should  like  to  know  how  many  librarians  have 

books  I  do  not  order  of  the  house  but  of  the  the  duty  remitted  on  foreign  books, 

agent  who  will  divide  the  commission  with  me.  On  a  show  of  hands  it  was  found  that  only 

H.  H.  Cookb.  —  If  an  agent  divides  his  com-  one  librarian  in  the  room  bought  foreign  books 

mission  it  is  his  business.     He  may  get  40 1»  without  importing  duty  free. 

That  40  %  means  his  salary.     If  he  wishes  to  G.  M.  Jones.  —  We  pay  the  duty  for  the  sake 

divide  his  commission  with  his  customers  he  is  of  having  the  book  -quicker, 

at  liberty  to  do  it.    We  would  not  sell  one  of  W:  T.  Peoples.  —  In  order  to  get    books 

our  subscription  publications  at  a  discount.    We  promptly  we  have  a  standing  order  with  our 

wish  to  protect  the  agents  who  are  doing  busi-  agent,  who  understands  that  we  take  all  the 

ness  with  us.  books  of  a  certain  class,  and  he  sends  them  as 

J:  F.  Davibs.  —  We  find  it  a  great  advantage  soon  as  out  without  waiting  a  specific  order, 

to  have  an  agent  come  to  us  and  let  us  examine  C:  A.  Cutter.  —  The  Boston  Athenaeum  gives 

the  book.      As  a  rule  the  average  librarian  a  similar  order  to  its  London  agent, 

knows  very  little  about  the  art  of  buying  books,  Pres.  Dewey.  — On   recommendation  of  va- 

and  he  will  do  much  better  to  leave  all  that  rious  librarians  I  tried  the  experiment  of  having 

work  to  a  responsible  firm.     We  have  been  agents  in  London,  Paris,  and  Leipzig  or  Berlin, 

compelled  to  buy  everything  under  city  council  My  experience  was,  without  a  single  exception, 

rules  and  have  to  distribute  our  orders.     I  do  that  I  could  get  a  large  dealer  in  New  York  to 

not  like  that  way  of  doing  business.  do  it  for  less  than  I  could.     He  was  doing  the 

Miss  Theresa  West.  —  I  think  that  one  ad-  business  on  a  large  scale  and  I  had  to  do  it  on 

vantage  of  buying  books  of  one  house  is  in  the  a  comparatively  small  scale.    Many  of  these 

fact  that  that  house  will  supply  you  with  books  foreign  buying  agents  do  not  carry  stock.    A 

on  approval.    There  are  a  great  many  books  large  dealer  will  sometimes  sell  for  the  same 

that  you  would  buy  from  looking  over  reviews  price  at  which  an  agent  will  buy  and  make  his 

that  you  would  not  buy  if  you  looked  over  the  commission.     I  believe  it  bad  policy  even  for  a 

books  themselves.  large  library  to  have  agents  over  there.    We 

Weston  Funt.  —  I  found  an  astonishing  con-  forget  that  there  is  the  consul  fee  to  pay,  and 

dition  of  affairs  when  I  went  into  the  library  of  postage,  express,  insurance,  cartage,  boxing, 

the  Patent  OfiSce.     We  were  paying  about  50  freight,   etc.,  and  that  when  we  get  through 

cents  per  English  shilling  for  English  books  with  the  whole  thing  the  greatly  reduced  rate 

coming  through  local  dealers.     I  got  this  re-  at  which  we  bought  abroad  has  swelled  to  more 

duced  from  50  cents  to  18  cents  per  English  than  the  price  for  which  a  responsible  agent  in 

shilling.    Then  of  course  we  paid  our  agent  in  New  York  would  undertake  to  lay  the  books 
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down.    Then  there  are  the  exasperating  delays  can  two  or  three.     He  can  undoubtedly  do  it 

and  red-tape  and  petty  expenses  of  the  custom-  very  much  cheaper  than  the  librarian.      We 

house.     Also  the  injuries  in  transit,  while  the  place  the  price  on  out-of-print  books  by  what 

New  York  agent  is  responsible  for  putting  every  they  cost  us. 

book  down  in  the  library  in  proper  condition  G.  M.  Jones.  —  I  should  like  to  know  what 

and  complete.    We  save  money  and  we  save  the  booksellers    do   in  this  case.      A  library 

time,  which  librarians  are  prone  to  forget  is  orders  a  certain  book ;    the    bookseller   tries 

money.     I   know  many  a  librarian  who  will  through  the  ordinary  sources  and  also  orders 

waste  two  hours,  for  which   he  receives  two  from  the  other  side  and  the  report  comes  back 

dollars  or  more,  in  doing  a  piece  of  work  for  "  out  of  print."    Does  the  bookseller  in  that  case 

which  he  would  not  think  of  paying  50  cents  watch  the  second-hand  catalogs  to  see  when 

in  cold  cash.     He  somehow   fancies   it  costs  that  book  may  turn  up  ? 

nothing  because  he  does  not  see  the  money  J.  N.  Wing.  —  I  do  not  think  they  do.     It 

pass.  would  not  pay. 

W:  H.  Brett.  —  I  had  occasion  to  order  a 

considerable  quantity  of  German  books  once  and  ^'^'^'^'^  '^^  'f  duplicates,  best  method. 

I  divided  the  order.    As  I  was  buying  for  both  W:  C.  Lank.  —  There  is  a  great  deal  of  ex- 

a  branch  library  and  a  main  library  the  order  pense  attending  a  private  sale, 

was  to  a  considerable  extent  for  two  copies.  I  sent  Pres.  Dewey.  —  In  many  cases  it  would  be 

one  part  of  the  order  to  Germany  and  the  other  economy  to  sell  the  whole  lot  to  a  paper-mill, 

part  to  a  New  York  importer.     It  was  interest-  I  believe   in  a  clearing-house  for  duplicates, 

ing  to  compare  the  results.     As  far  as  prompt-  The  best  thing  is  to  box  up  the  whole  collection 

ness  was  concerned  the   New  York  importer  and  send  it  on,  and  have  an  expert  appraise 

was  ahead.     There  was  hardly  any  choice  be-  them  at  a  fair  value.    You  have  beard  of  the 

tween  the  prices.     I  haven't  any  doubt  from  my  New  York  plan.   The  shelving  is  almost  finished 

experience  that,  excepting  in  large  orders,  the  now.    The  big  room,  larger  than  this,  is  being 

advantage  is  altogether  with  the  New  York  im-  filled  with  iron  shelving,  and  we  invite  every 

porter.  library  in  the  state  to  send  all  books  for  which 

G.  E.  Stechert.  —The  New  York  importers  it  has  no  use  to  the  State  Library.    One  of  our 

very  often  have  books  at  hand  which  can  be  stafif  appraises  each  book  as  it  comes  in.     Many 

delivered  without  sending  to  the  other  side.  of  them  of  course  will  be  utterly  useless.     The 

C.  W.  Andrews.  —  I  want  to  know  if  any-  appraiser  puts  a  fair  value  on  the  books,  and 

body  here  has  had  any  experience  in  getting  ad-  then  the  library  can  draw  out  books  of  an  equal 

vance  orders  of  English  scientific  books  supplied  value  in  exchange.     The  libraries  have  to  pay 

promptly,  and  if  so  how.     It  is  my  experience  only  transportation  of  books  both  ways. 

that  the   English  book  trade   ignore  advance  W:  C.  Lane.  —  Do  librarians  come  to  Albany 

orders  in  a  very  trying  way.  to  look  over  these  books  or  do  you  send  to 

Weston  Funt.  —  We  used  to  order  through  them? 

Stevens  in  London.     He  was  directed  to  send  Pres.  Dewey.  —  They  may  do  either.      We 

books  on  certain  subjects  at  once.  send  slips  on  which  is  indicated  the  edition,  bind* 

ing,  and  condition  very  clearly.    We  also  say  to 

^  ''  the  small  libraries,  "If  you  will  send  us  your  list 

J:  F.   Davies.  —  I  wish  one  of  these  book-  of  books  on   hand,  we  will  select  from   this 

sellers  would  tell  us  whether  it  pays  a  librarian  entire  collection  books  to  the  amount  due  you 

to  hunt  up  his  own  shorts  or  send  to  the  book-  which  we  think  will  best  supplement  your  pres- 

seller  and  have  him  hunt  them  up.     Do  they  ent  stock." 

charge  a  special  price  or  a  commission  ?  J.   K.  Hosmer.  —  I  have  a  number  of  very 

J.  N.  Wing.  —  Books  entirely  out  of  print  we  valuable  duplicates  which  I  should  like  to  ex- 
advertise  for  and  charge  a  commission  above  change.    Can  I  in  Minneapolis  take  advantage 
the  cost.    Some  librarians  in  large  cities  hunt  of  this  New  York  plan  ? 
them  up  themselves.  Pres.  Dewey.  — This  plan  is  for  the  State  of 

H.  H.  Cooke.  —  It  depends  a  great  deal  on  New  York.     If  Mr.  Peoples,  for  instance,  sends 

bow  much  the  librarian  has  to  do  and   how  us  1,000  volumes  and  we  give  him  credit  for 

valuable  a  librarian  he  is.     It  stands  to  reason  fgoo,  then  he  draws  out  of  the  entire  coUecticNi 

that  a  bookseller  can  pick  up  1,000  as  well  as  he  I900,  we  doing  the  work  for  nothing.     If  yoa, 
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oat  of  our  state,  have  anything  in  year  library  Accession  hook, 
that  wc  would  like  in  ours  we  would  exchange.  g.  M.  Jones.  -  Mr.  Winsor  is  in  favor  of 
but  if  you  wish  to  send  to  the  department  we  abolishing  the  accession  book.     He  has  a  shelf- 
should  charge  you  cost,  about  10^,  so  that  no  Hgt  and  also  keeps  a  daily  record  of  books  re- 
New  York  taxpayer  could  complain  that  his  ceived. 

money  was  spent  for  other  sutes.  W:  C.  Lane.  —  It  seems  to  be  entirely  satis- 

Gifts,  factory  at  Harvard.    There  are  no  items  that 

F:  M.  CWNDK..  - 1  know  one  library  that  '«  "if  '"''  ?"«  *""y  *°  «** '"''''  °''  «««P'  <"'«• 

lost  a  gift  (which  came  to  onr  library)  because  '""^  '''"  ^ .»'  *  '■'««  number  of  books  are  given 

the  other  library  would  not  shelve  it  separately.  "^^  "  Individual  we  cannot  tell  what  books  those 

As  a  choice  of  having  it  under  certain  condi-  "«'»•    ^^  ''*'*  »*'"P'y  »  '*'°''*  °'  ""*"  """^ 

tions  or  not  having  It  at  all.  I  much  preferred  to  '»°*''"  """^  «''^" '"'  »"'''  f  ""'y  ""  »"'=''  *  "»?'*=• 

give  it  separate  shelving,  specially  as  I  thought  T»"  ""'^  accession  book  that  is  used  is  a  smaU 

that  collection  in  an  alcove  with  a  heading  over  ^^^  j"  "»"«='?  "•«  '""»'^'  "^  '"'"""'^  *«" 
it  might  lead  other  people  to  give  collections  of  f-^PWets  received  day  by  day  from  each  source 
.      .  is  noted,  simply  as  a  means  of  showing  at  the 

Prei.   Dewet.  -  I    have  always  advocated  *"^  "'  ""*  ^'t'  '"''.flf "'^  7°'"°"'  ''"'*  '^° 

that  we  be  willing  to  put  up  a  brass  plate  or  "^^^^^    0»  ">«  »''«"-"'".  "■*  <1"«  '°''  »°"«« 

anything  furnished  by  the  giver,  and  make  a  •"■«  f"'*"*"'  "«"  '''«  f"'*-     ^^  o'der-card 

separate  catalog,  but  that  it  ought  to  be  a  rare  J."^*"  >"«  ^^  "*«"•"  ordering  the  book  is 

case  where  we  undertook  for  them  to  break  up  *"««'  *>"'  •"•*  "'""^  "*'*'  «>»"  f^'^s  as  an  official 

the  classification  of  the  library.  ^'^'^'    ^^at  ard  shows  when  the  book  was 

received  and  refers  by  number  to  the  original 

Collation,  order  and  by  date  to  the  invoice  on  which  it  was 

G.  M.  Jones.  —  I  think  it  better  to  collate  all  received,  so  that  the  price  can  be  looked  up  if  it 

purchases.  is  necessary.    It  also  shows  any  correspondence 

S:  S.  Green.  —  I  collate  everything  except  that  there  has  been  in  regard  to  the  book.     It 

novels.  gives  a  more  complete  record  than  any  acces- 

F:  M.  Critnden.  —  I  think  it  is  not  worth  sion  book  can.     A  card  is  also  made  for  each  gift, 

while  to  collate  anything  except  valuable  books.  Pres.  Dewey.  —  Is  it  not  a  fair  statement  to 

You  spend  a  great  deal  of  time  collating  all  say  that  you  transfer  to  your  shelf-list  the  items 

your  books  for  the  sake  of  finding  one  in  i,ooo  that  the  rest  of  us  keep  in  our  accession  book  ? 

that  is  important,  or  one  in  loo.  The  point  at  issue  is  whether  the  permanent  ac- 

F.  P.  Hill.  —  I  agree  with  Mr.  Crunden  most  cession  book  is  the  best  place  to  keep  that  record, 

decidedly,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  pub-  W:  C.  Lane.  —  I  think  we  save  a  great  deal 

lishers  are  always  ready  to  replace  the  books  of  time  in  this  way. 

that  have  wrong  paging,  even  if  it  is  discov-  Arthur  Cunningham.  —  We  have  our  acces- 

ered  two  or  three  or  five  years  after  the  book  sion  and  shelf  lists  on  cards.    I  have  found  the 

is  bought.  advantage  in  this,  that  you  do  not  have  to  dupli- 

W:  C.  Lank.  —  Is  it  true  that  an  agent  will  cate  the  title. 

take  books  back  after  they  have  been  in  circu-  G.  M.  Jones.  —  All  the  invoices  at  Harvard 

lation  and  been  accepted  ?  College  are  kept  at  the  library. 

Voices.  — Yes,  sir.  W:  C.  Lane.  —  It  is  essential  to  keep  the  in- 

Pres.  Dewey.  —  I  have  never  known  a  repu-  voice  at  the  library. 

table  publisher  to  refuse  to  take  back  a  book  A.  N.  Brown.  —  Some  libraries  are  not  al- 

that  bore  evidence  of  being  imperfect  when  it  lowed  to  keep  the  invoice,  and  therefore  they 

came  oat  of  his  house.  have  to  keep  an  accession  book. 

J.  N.  Wing.  —  We  make  good  any  defect  in  Pres.  Dewey.  —  If  a  library  is  to  be  robbed 

any  book  we  supply,  whether  we  publish  it  or  the  thief  can  remove  the  card  from  the  official 

not.                             •  shelf-list.    I  never  would  accept  an  inventory 

On  a  show  of  hands  it  was  found  that  the  made  from  loose  cards.    An  inventory  should 

Association    were   almost    unanimous    in    the  be  made  on  sheets  in  a  bound  book,  so  that  no 

opinion  that  it  did  not  pay  to  collate  all  new  entry  can  be  removed  without  showing  the  fact 

books.  of  removal. 
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W:  C.  Lane. — The  Harvard  shelMist  is  a  lories  of  government  documents/  I  have  done 

bound  volume.  what  I  could  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  bill 

Arthur  Cunningham.  —  I  concluded  that  the  endorsed  by  the  Association  until  it  is  amended 

saving  in  combining  the  two  more  than  counter-  so  as  to  correct  the  abuses  of  the  present  system 

balaqced  any  probable  loss.     That  is  to  say,  an  of  distribution  of  documents  to  these  libraries, 

occasional  misplacement  of  cards  is  nothing  "  Inasmuch  as  I  shall  continue  to  pursue  the 

compared  with  the  cost  of  making  two  catalogs,  same  course  in  regard  to  this  matter,  I  would 

respectfully  request  that  I  be  relieved  of  work 

WUhdrawal  book.  ^^  ^^^^  committee,  and  that  some  person  who 

F:  M.  Crunden. — When  was  this  introduced  ?  can  act  in  harmony  with  the  wishes  of  the  As- 

G.  M.  Jones.  —  Mr.  Houghton  has  been  using  sociation  be  appointed  in  my  place.    I  regret 

it  for  a  number  of  years.  the  situation,  but  it  seems  clearly  best  that  it 

F:  M.  Crunden.  — All  persons  use  some  sort  should  be  fully  understood,  and  that  we  agree 

of  a  withdrawal  book.     How  many  keep  a  dis-  to  disagree  forthwith.    There  is  no  room  for 

tinct  book  ?  —  6.  question,  in  my  mind,  that  this  subject  Is  by 

S:  S.  Green.  — What  is  the  advantage  if  you  far  the  most  important  one  before  the  librarians 

keep  a  history  of  your  book  on  the  accession  of  the  country,  but  there  appears  to  be  no  hope 

catalog  ?    What  good  do  you  get  from  it  ?  of  securing  any  unanimity  of  action,  and  I  am 

G.  M.  Jones.  —  There  is  not  room  in  the  or-  satisfied  that  the  general  effect  of  the  work  here- 

dinary  accession  books  for  keeping  all  the  par-  tofore  done  has  been  merely  to  lessen  the  influ- 

ticulars.     At  the  end  of  the  year  we  can  count  ence  of  the  librarians  with  Congress  on  account 

up  so  many  volumes  of  each  class  withdrawn.  of  the  conflict  of  opinions  expressed.  However,  I 

It  was  found  that  of  the  librarians  present  20  neither  desire  to  cast  a  gloom  over  the  Associa- 

kept  continuation  books.  tion,  nor  to  enter  into  any  further  argument  of 

the  question.     I   therefore  return   my  talent, 
wrapped  in  a  napkin,  and  desist. 

E.   C.   HovEY.  — In  a    very  delightful  call  **  Very  respectfully, 

which  I  received  from  Senator  Manderson,  of  "  T   P  Dunn 

Nebraska,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  ulking  with  "Carrie  W.  Whitney." 
him  on  this  subject.     I  will  simply  quote  what 

he  said  :  '*  We  were  beaten,  but  we  will  try  it  Weston  Funt.  —  I  think  Mr.  Dunn  is  a  little 

again  next  session."    That  is  the  only  report  I  out  of  the  way  in  that  report.     The  action  of 

have  to  make.  Congress  last  session  was  controlled  by  the  dis- 

In  the  absence  of  J.  P.  Dunn,  Jr.,  chairman  position  of  a  few  offices.    The  Senate  and  the 

of  the  public  documents  committee,  his  report  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  in  the 

was  read  by  Recorder  Utley.  House  were  all  right,  but  there  were  a  few  men 

"  Mr.   President,   as  chairman  of  the  com-  who  wanted  to  distribute  offices  and  they  did 

mittee  on  public  documents,  I  beg  leave  to  re-  not  want  the  change.    We  need  not  feel  un- 

port  that  no  meeting  of  the  committee  has  been  easy.    I  think  what  has  been  done  by  the  Asso- 

held  since  my  appointment,  and  no  committee  elation  has  had  a  tremendous  effect  on  Congress, 

action  has  been  taken.     It  will  be  remembered  Miss  M..  E.  Ahern.  —Will  Col.  Flint  point 

that  at  the  time  the  appointment  of  the  commit-  out  some  of  the  results? 

tee  was  announced  the  Association  adopted  a  Weston  Flint.  —  I  think  one  of  the  results  is 

resolution  to  memorialize  Congress  in  direct  op-  that  the  measure  has  gone  almost  unanimously 

position  to  the  policy  which  I  have  been  ad-  through  the  Senate  and  been  very  nearly  carried 

vocating  for  several  years.     I  have  not  felt  it  in  the  House.     It  was  only  delayed  there  till 

proper  that  the  committee  should  act  contrary  they  could  make  some  arrangements  to  divide 

to  the  expressed  wishes  of  the  Association,  and  the  offices. 

I  could  not  conscientiously,  when  considering  Miss  M..  E.  Ahern.  — I  am  in  a  position  to 

the  interests  of  the  library  I  represented,  take  know  the  opinion  of  a  grpat  many  members  of 

action  in  accordance  wiih  the  expressed  wishes  Congress  who  have  written  to  Mr.  Dunn  on 

of  the  Association.    Hence  I  have  not  called  the  this  subject,  and  they  all  think  that  the  librari- 

committee  together.     Individually,  and  in  con-  ans  themselves  do  not  know  what  they  want, 

junction  with  a  large  number  of  representatives  and  till  they  do  there  is  no  use  of  Congress  tak- 

of  the  libraries  known  as  'designated^deposi-  ing  action  on  the  matter. 
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G.  M.  JoNBS.  —  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Holman  and 
he  answered  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  bill  be- 
cause it  created  new  offices  and  therefore  new 
expense. 

£.  C.  HovsY. — I  claim  that  no  association 
can  get  a  bill  through  Congress  when  the  com- 
mittee representing  that  association  does  not  go 
before  Congress  as  a  unit.  I  wish  that  Mr. 
Dunn  was  here  that  he  might  hear  what  I  am 
going  to  say  now.  I  believe  that  I  was  in  Wash- 
ington attending  to  the  duties  of  the  committee 
more  than  any  other  member.  I  say  here,  and 
I  say  it  freely,  as  I  have  said  it  to  Mr.  Dunn, 
that  if  Mr.  Dunn  had  consulted  with  his  associ- 
ates and  had  perfaiitted  the  commiitee  to  go 
there  as  a  unit,  by  withdrawing  from  the  com- 
mittee if  he  could  not  agree  with  it,  in  my  opinion 
the  bill  would  now  be  a  law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peoples  the  report  was  re- 
ceived and  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Dunn  was 
accepted. 

ENDOWMENT  FUND. 

E.  C.  HovEY,  treasurer  of  the  endowment 
fund,  read  his  report,  which  was  accepted. 

E,  C,  Hcviy^  Treasurer ^  in  aecouni  with  Endorth 
ment  Fund,  American  Library  Association, 

Dr. 

To  subscriptions  received : 

Massachusetts $2,378.00 

Illinois •    •    •    .    .  1,000.00 

New  York 317.50 

Missouri 210.00 

Ohio 185.00 

Rhode  Island loaoo 

New  Jersey 100.00 

Michigan 100.00 

Pennsylvania 100.00 

Kansas 25.00 

New  Hampshire     ......  10.00 

Maryland 10.00 

District  of  Columbia 5.00 

To  cash  received    from  Treasurer 

Carr 447.47 

••  interest  received 277.98 

cash  received  (life  memberships)  1 75.00 


Brought  forward   ....    $5,185.10 

By  amount  paid  accrued  interest  on 

mortgage  notes  .  46.22 

•*        "          *•    for  use  of  vault     .  laoo 

"        "      balance  in  bank     .    .     .  199*63 

•5.440.95 
E.  &  O.  E. 

Chicago,  July  19,  1893. 

E.  C.  Hovey,  Treasurer, 


FINANCIAL  condition. 

Assets, 

Mortgage  of  C.  Conelly,  et  ah   .     . 

,    $1,300.00 

"  D.  Messinger,  et  aU 

1,300.00 

*•          "  Lottie  Sanden,  et  al.   , 

1,000.00 

**  H.  Phyce,  et  al.     .     , 

800.00 

Note  of  Publishing  Section    .     .    . 

650.00 

Cash  on  deposit 

199-63 

$5,249.63 

JV^o  liabilities. 

. 

•  < 


Cr. 


*5,440.95 


By  amount  invested : 

(mortgages) $4,400.00 

"  amount  paid  Publishing  Section  650.00 

••     for  printing  .     .     ,  135.10 

Carried  forward    ....  $5,185.10 


<« 


E.  C.  Hovey, 
Treas.  Endowment  Fund  Trustees, 

Pres.  Dewey.  — It  is  due  to  the  Association 
to  state  that  Mr.  Sexton,  the  member  of  the 
committee  from  New  York,  has  been  seriously 
ill  since  our  meeting  at  Fabyan's.  He  has  been 
too  ill  to  attend  any  of  our  meetings.  I  can  as- 
sure you  that  as  soon  as  Mr.  Sexton  fully  re- 
covers from  his  illness  the  New  York  pledge  will 
be  more  than  redeemed. 

In  the  absence  of  the  finance  committee  Pres. 
Dewey  appointed  A.  W.  Whelpley,  G.  W.  Cole, 
and  Miss  M..  E.  Ahern  a  committee  to  audit 
the  financial  accounts. 

E.  C.  Hovey  presented  to  the  members  present 
copies  of  a  map  prepared  for  the  educational 
section  of  the  Massachusetts  exhibit,  showing 
the  progress  of  the  State  in  library  and  other 
educational  movements. 

CONSTITUTION. 

G.  M.  Jones.  —  Two  sections  remain  to  be 
disposed  of.  Section  8  establishes  the  fee  for 
permanent  members.  You  will  remember  that 
at  Lakewood  we  found  ourselves  in  financial 
difficulties,  and  the  question  was  how  to  get 
out.  One  proposition  was  to  raise  the  annual 
membership  fee  to  $3  a  year.  Some  thought 
that  would  shut  out  certain  people  whom  we 
should  like  to  have  in  the  Association.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  of  which  I  was  a  member, 
and  we  resolved  on  certain  action  which  I  think 
this  matter  as  printed  in  the  year-book  does 
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not  exactly  represent.    We  decided  that  in  ad-  ship,  and  if  it  should  in  any  way  lapse  for  a 

dition  to  the  regular  membership  of  $2  there  number  of  years  it  might  be  revived  at  any 

should  be  a  fellowship  of  $5  a  year,  and  that  time  and  give  trouble. 

corresponding  with  the  life  membership  there        G.  M.  Jones.  —  I  accept  Mr.  Hovey's  amend- 

should    be    a    life    fellowship    of    $100.     We  ment. 

also  thought  that  institutions,  if  they  became        Member. — Suppose  a  man  sends  in  $100  for 
members,  could  easily  pay  the  $5  a  year  the  this  permanent  membership.    It  is  an  unwise 
same  as  fellows.  Therefore,  as  provided  in  sec-  thing  to  relinquish  the  plan  without  trial  and 
tion  4,  the  annual  fee  for  institutions  is  $5  a  year,  before  it  is  fairly  adopted. 
As  I  remember,  the  intention  was  simply  to        Weston  Flint.  —  If  the  Association  adopts 
make  the  provision  of  section  8  one  for  perma-  the  constitution  with  this  article  in  it,  it  be- 
nent  membership  of  institutions  and  not  of  in-  comes   permanent    and    cannot    be    changed, 
dividuals.  I  would  strike  out  in  section  8  "  mem-  You  cannot  change  the  constitution  to  take 
ber  or"  and  "  which  may  be  transferred  to  any  away  vested  rights  if  this  is  a  legal  corpora- 
person   or  institution  duly  approved    by    the  tion. 

board,"  leaving  the  section  to  read  as  follows  :        B:  Pickman  Mann.  —  It  would  be  unwise  t(^ 

"  On  payment  of  $100  any  institution  may  re-  make    permanent  members  of   indlvidtiais    01 

ceive  a  certificate  of  permanent  member^hip  their  successors,  but  it  would  be  a  wise  thing- 

which  shall  forever  entitle  the  holder's  accredit-  to  have  permanent  membership  for  institutions* 

ed  delegate  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  As  I  understand  it  Harvard  College  has  no 

membership  without  payment  of  annual  fees."  right  now  to  send  a  delegate  without  paying- 

Pres.  Dewey.  —  The  reason  for  putting  this  the  fee,  but  if  a  person  should  give  $1000  to 

in  the  present  form  is  that  any  one  who  chooses  the  endowment  fund  Harvard  College  might, 

to  give  $100  may  have  the  right  to  name  any  send  ten  delegates.     I  object  to  Mr.  Jones  ac— 

suitable  delegate  permanently.  cepting  this  amendment  and  ask  for  a  vote  on 

G.  M.  Jones.  —  I  move  the  amendment.  the  proposition  to  allow  institutions  to  have  a^ 

Pres.   Dewey.  —  If  any  one  can  point  out  permanent  membership  at  a  cost  of  $100  and 

anything  to  be  gained  by  the  change  I  should  not  to  allow  members  to  have  one  that  can  be 

like  to  hear  it.  transferred. 

E.  C.  Hovey.  —  What  is  to  be  done  with  the        Chairman  Crunden.  —  An  amendment  can 

$100?  be   accepted  by  the  mover  and  the  seconder. 

Pres.  Dewey.  — All  these  fees  go  to  the  en-  Therefore  Mr.  Hovey's  motion  now  stands  as 

dowment  fund.  the  original  motion  before  the  house. 

F:  M.  Crunden.  —Would  not  a  person  give        B:  Pickman  Mann.  —  I  move  as  an  amend- 

$100  just  as  well  for  the  life  of  the  institution,  ment  to  Mr.  Hovey's  motion  the  section  as  pro- 

which  is  practically  permanent?    Very  few  in-  posed  by  Mr.  Jones, 
stitutions  die.  Pres.  Dewey.  —  I  second  Mr.  Mann's  motion. 

W:  C.  Lane.  —The  library  may  be  already  a  We  have  felt  the  need  of  libraries  sending  dele- 
permanent  member.  gates.    It  seems  to  me  an  unwise  thing  to  undo 

F:  M.  Crunden  took  the  chair.  th's  just  as  we  have  been  urging  libraries  to 

Chairman  Crunden.  —  A  man  would  not  be  come  in  and  become  members  of  this  body. 
very  much  interested  in  sending  a  delegate  You  will  remember  the  vote  passed  at  Lake- 
after  his  life  had  terminated,  and  I  should  wood  that  all  the  provisions  of  this  constitution 
think  he  would  be  just  as  likely  to  give  |ico  to  which  did  not  conflict  with  the  old  constitution 
send  a  delegate  during  his  lifetime,  should  be  put  in  force  at  once.  As  this  item  does 

Pres.  Dewey.  —  He  may  give  the  |ioo  and  not  conflict  it  is  now  in  force.     The  item  is  in 

let  the  librarian  nominate  the  delegate.  itself  trifling.     Were  it  out  I  should  not  ask 

E.  C.  Hovey.  —  I  move  as  an  amendment  to  for  its  insertion.     But  this  was  thoroughly  dis- 

Mr.  Jones'   motion  that  article  8  be  stricken  cussed  at  Lakewood.   The  memory  of  Mr.  Jones 

from  the  constitution.  is  quite   at  fault.     I  have  the  original  notes, 

A.  N.  Brown.  —  I  think  the  section  as  it  now  and  this  is  exactly  as  voted,  without  the  altera- 

stands  entails  an  obligation  upon  the  Associa-  tion  of  a  syllable.     It  seems  childish,  after  set* 

tion,  and  there  is  no  possibility  of  that  obliga-  tling  a  thing  carefully,  to  tear  it  to  pieces  witb- 

tion  ever  being  relinquished.      If  you  accept  out  the  slightest  reason  not  considered  when  It 

$100  you  are  accepting  a  permanent  member-  was  adopted.     I  am  opposed  to  changes  unless 


SIXTH  SESSION,  55 


lomethiag  Is  to  be  gained.     If  in  doabt,  let  us  for  $100  any  permanent  privilege  it  is  making 

let  things  remain  as  tliey  are.  a  very  great  mistake,  and  I  say  again  we  are 

S:  S.  Grisn.  —  If  we  make  a  library  a  per-  selling  our  birthright  for  a  mess  of  pottage, 

petnal  member  is  that  library  acquiring  a  vest-  S:  S.  Grkkn.  —  Do  we  wish  to  give  any  instl- 

ed  right  of  which  we  cannot  deprive  it  ?    Is  not  tution  the  power  to  object  if  we  wish  to  change 

that  a  very  important  consideration  ?  our  constitution,  and  to  say  that  they  have  a 

Chairman  Crundbn.  —  The   institution  now  vested  right  which  prevents  it  ? 
pays  $5  a  year  for  Its  delegate.    That  entitles  Pres.  Dewey.  —  How  does  accepting  mem- 
it  to  representation  in  the  Association.    Accord-  bership  of  that  sort  give  any  more  vested  right 
ing  to  section  8,  the  institution  instead  of  pay-  than  any  man  has  who  comes  in  and  pays  his 
ing  $5  A  year  for  all  time  to  come  would  pay  $2  ?   We  have  full  power  to  make  and  alter  our 
$100  once  for  all.    That  $100  invested  at  5  J^  constitution.    There  is  nothing  whatever  In  this 
wonld  bring  to  the  Association  $5  a  year.     If  question  of  vested  rights.    This  body  is  essen- 
the  $100  if  paid  by  the  institution  at  once  it  tially  missionary  in  Its  character  and  I  believe 
goes  into  the  hands  of  the  trustees  of  the  en-  we  want  to  get  in  just  as  many  annual,  life,  or 
dowment  fund.     If  it  is  paid  by  the  institution  permanent  members  as  are  willing  to  come.    It 
year  by  year  it  goes  toward  the  current  ex-  is  a  mistake  not  to  take  permanent  members  if 
penses  of  the  Association.  we  can  get  them.    We  are  in  the  infancy  of  the 
E.  C.  HovEY.  — We  shall  never  add  to  the  thing,  and  before  we  have  had  a  chance  to  try 
endowment  fund  by  article  8.     If  you  wish  to  it  we  are  told  that  we  are  never  to  get  any 
accomplish  what  I  understand  you  do,  and  that  such  memberships. 

is  that  an  institution  may  become  a  member  of  Weston  Flint.  —  This  vested    right  would 

this  Association,  why  not  expunge  article  8  and  only  apply    to   those  permanent  institutions, 

in  article  7  put  in  the  two  words  after  the  word  You  could  not  change  the  constitution  and  say 

"member/*  "  or  institution  "  ?    That  will  give  that  the  permanent  members  should  be  deprived 

to  every  institution  in  the  land  an  opportunity  of  their  membership. 

of  becoming  a  life  member  at  $25  or  a  life  fel-  F:    M.   Crunden. — The    only   question  to 

low  at  $100.  consider  is  whether  we  shall  ever  be  likely  to 

F:  M.  Crundsn.  —  An  institution  cannot  be-  increase  our  dues.    These  institutions  that  had 

come  a  life  member  or  a  life  fellow.  vested  right  in  1893  would  then  in  the  year  1903 

E.  C.  HovBY.  — I  am  distinctly  opposed  to  be  paying  only  part  of  the  fee. 

article  8  for  the  reason  that  I  think  we  are  sell-  S:  S.  Green.  — We  should  also  consider  the 

ing  onr  birthright  for  a  mess  of  pottage.    We  possibility  of  $100  not  producing  $5  a  year  25 

are  not  quite  so  much  in  need  of  $5  per  year  as  or  50  years  from  now. 

to  give  to  an  institution,  or  to  a  man  or  woman  Mr.  Mann's  amendment  was  lost  by  a  vote  of 

either,  all  that  this  carries  with  it.     Do  not  let  35  to  22. 

ui  fill  up  onr  constitution  with  a  lot  of  verbiage  Mr.  Hovey's  motion  to  strike  out  the  whole 

which  means  absolutely  nothing  and  will  meet  of  section  8  was  carried. 

with  no  results.    If  we  want  to  raise  money  we  On  motion  of  Mr.  Mann  it  was  voted  that 

can,  if  we  will  put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  anything   that  conflicted   with  the  action  just 

At  the  dinner  held  last  year  at  Lakewood  there  taken  should  be  stricken  from  the  constitution, 

were  a  number    of  people  who   became  life  the  sections  following  to  be  renumbered. 

members  or  life  fellows.    If  some  of  those  gen-  c^,//^  t^  nm.^r 

...         .   .                11*     r  11  Section  10,  Officers, 
tlemen  who   joined    and  became   life  fellows 

would  only  put  into   practice  what  they  are  S:  S.   Green.  —  At  Lakewood  there  was  a 

preaching  on  this  floor  the  treasury  of  the  en-  very  close  vote  on  this  section.    As  passed 

dowment  fund  would  be  larger  than  it  is  now.  there  and  printed  in  the  year-book  it  provides 

Pres.  DswEY. I  fail  to  see  where  we  are  for  the  election  by  the  Association  of  an  execu- 

sclling  our  birthright  by  accepting  an  institu-  tivecommitteeoffive— this  committee  to  choose 

tion  as  a  permanent  member.    On  tiie  contrary  all  the  officers.     The  alternative  proposition  is 

it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  dignify  the  A.  L.  that  the  officers  shall  be  elected  by  direct  vote 

A.  very  much  if  the  Chicago  Public  Library,  of  this  body. 

the  Newberry  Library,  and  other  like  institu-  E.  C.  Hovey.  —  I  am  distinctly  in  favor  of 

tiooi  were  permanent  members.  this  Association  electing  its  officers  by  ballot. 

E.  C.  HOTKT.  —When  this  Association  sells  I  am  also  distinctly  in  favor  of  having  nomina- 
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tions  for  all  the  offices  made  openly.     Let  every  endowment  fund.      If  you  add  a  half  dozen 

one  who  wishes  nominate  a  man  for  president;  if  more  we  shall  spoil  a  whole  half  day  for  this 

we  have  one,  two,  or  50 1  don't  care.     Ic  seemi  whole  body  on  these  wearisome  and  profitless 

to  me  that  that  is  the  proper  way,  and  until  I  elections.     If  we  are  going  to  make  any  change 

have  received  some  better  reasons  than  those  we  might  better  stop  at  the  election  of  the  pres- 

given  last  year  at  Lakewood  I  shall  with  all  my  ident  by  popular  vote. 

power  oppose  the  system  which  has  been  In  use  Weston  Flint.  —  I  belong  to  a  great  many 

in  this  Association  of  electing  the  executive  associations,  and  this  Is  the  only  one  that  does 

committee  and  giving  over  to  them  the  duties  not  eTect  the  officers  by  popular  vote.    I  feel  a 

which  really  belong  to  the  membership,  and  good  deal  as  Mr.  Hovey  does, 

which  I  ceruinly  consider  one  of  my  rights,  E:  J.  Nolan.  —  I  am  in   favor  of  the  plan 

voting  for  whom  I  please  for  president  and  suggested  by  Mr.  Hovey  and  our  Washington 

other  officers.  friend.     The  advantages  of  the  other  course 

W:  C.  Lane.  —  I  very  much  hope  the  section  have   been  ably  presented,   but  personally  I 

will  remain  as  it  is  and  as  it  has  been  for  many  would  rather  have  for  president   the  wrong 

years.    If  we  are  to  ballot  for  the  different  man  selected  by  myself  than  the  right  man  sc- 

officers  it  will  take  up  a  great  deal  of  our  time,  lected  by  some  one  else. 

We  have  plenty  of  work  to  do  without  that.     It  A  motion  to  recommit  was  lost, 

is  a  great  deal  better  to  select  five  members  E.  C.  Hovey.  — I  submit  the  following,  as 

in  whom  the  Association  has  confidence  and  let  proposed  by  Mr.  Soule  last  year,  to  stand  as 

them  look  over  the  whole  field  and  see  who  are  sections  10  and  11,  as  substitutes  for  the  two 

most  available  for  officers.     That  can  be  done  sections  now  so  numbered  : 

very  much  more  easily   than  we  can  do  it  in  "Sec.  10.  Officers.    The  officers  of  the  Assoda- 

open  meeting.  tion  shall  be  a  president,  three  vice  presidents* 

Arthur  Cunningham.  —  It  is  altogether  un-  a  secretary,  and  a  treasurer,  to  be  elected  by 

democratic  for  any  educational  body  to  be  self-  ballot  at  the  annual  meeting  and  to  hold  ofike 

perpetuating,  and  our  officers  should  be  ejected  until  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting  at  which 

in  open  meeting.  their  successors  are  elected. 

Pres.  Dewey.  —  Last  year  I  was  on  the  fence  ••  See.  1 1.  ExecuHve board.  These  officers,  to- 
on this  question.  At  Fabyan's  the  year  before  gether  with  the  president  for  the  preceding 
I  was  in  favor  of  electing  the  president  by  gen-  year,  shall  constitute  an  execuUve  board,  with 
eral  ballot  and  letting  the  other  officers  be  power  to  act  for  the  Association  in  intervals 
elected  by  the  executive  committee.  But  when  between  meetings  on  all  matters  on  which  they 
we  came  to  discuss  the  matter  at  Lakewood  I  reach  unanimous  agreement.  They  shall  elect 
came  back  to  the  old  view  held  from  the  begin-  from  members  of  the  Association  a  finance  com- 
ning  in  1876.  The  constitution  provides  for  the  miitee  consisting  of  three  members,  a  co-opera- 
election  by  ballot  of  the  executive  board  of  five,  tion  committee  of  five  members,  and  such  other 
therefore  we  do  elect  directly  the  body  that  has  committees  or  officers  as  shall  be  required  to 
control  of  the  work  of  the  Association.  That  transact  the  business  of  the  Association." 
board  sits  down  and  goes  over  the  question  of  Mr.  Hovey's  motion  was  carried, 
where  we  are  going  to  meet,  etc.,  very  carefully,  Pres.  Dewey.  —  1  move  the  adoption  of  the 
spending  hours  in  discussion.  Meeting  at  a  constitution,  substituting  the  word  expense  for 
certain  place  often  determines  that  a  certain  expenses  in  section  15.     Voted. 

man  ought  to  preside  or  hold  some  other  office, 

.                   1*1.           t     t-         t-               .L  election  of  officers. 

and  so   on.     Those  who  have  been   on  the  **-«.v,*tvi    vr  v/mva^^. 

board  know  how  many  considerations  are  in-  For  the  office  of  president  there  were  placed 

volved.    Sometimes  a  good  man  will  do  the  in  nomination  J.  N.  Lamed,  of  Buffalo ;  James 

work  well  this  year,  but  cannot  next  year,  or  vfV^  K.   Hosmer,  of  Minneapolis;    F:  H.  Hild,  of 

versa.     If  we  go  into  town  meeting  on  this  Chicago;  W:C.  Lane,  of  Boston ;  H:  M.  Utlcy, 

thing  we  are  in  great  danger  of  electing  now  of  Detroit ;  Horace  Kephart,  of  St.  Louis, 

and  then  the  wrong  men,  and  the  Association  H.    H.  Cook.  —  Mr.   Hild  has    said    very 

will  suffer  very  severely  for  a  matter  of  mere  strongly  that  he  could  not  accept  the  presidency 

sentiment.    We  have  already  provided  for  elect-  if  offered  him. 

ing  by  ballot  five  members  of   the  executive  Mr.  Utlsy  declined  to  have  his  name  among 

board,  four  councillors,  and  the  trustees  of  the  the  nominees,  as  did  also  Mr.  HosiiXR. 
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The  result  of  the  ballot  for  president  as  sab-  The  chair  ruled  the  point  of  order  well  taken, 

seqnently  announced   by  the    tellers   was  as  For  treasurer  the  names  of  H:  J.  Carr,  of 

follows :  Total  vote  no.    J.  N.  Larned,  of  Buf-  Scranton  ;  A.  W.  Whelpley,  of  Cincinnati ;  S.  H. 

falo,  77  votes ;  W:  C.  Lane,    of  Boston,  24 ;  Berry,  of  Brooklyn ;    T.   L.  Montgomery,  of 

Horace  Kephart,  of  St.  Louis,  6  ;  scattering,  3.  Philadelphia ;  G.  M.  Jones,  of  Salem,  and  G: 

J.  N.  Lamed,  of  Buffalo,  was  declared  elected.  W.  Cole,  of  Jersey  City,  were  proposed.    Mr. 

E.  C.  HoviY.  —  I  move  that  the  chairman  be  Carr  declined  to  be  a  candidate,  as  did  also  Mr. 

instructed  to  deposit  one  ballot  for  Frank  P.  Whelpley,  and  Mr.  Jones. 

Hill  for  secretary.    Carried.  The  ballot  was  reported  by  the  tellers  as  fol- 

The  chair  announced  the  election  of  Mr.  Hill  lows:  G:  W.  Cole,  54  votes;  T.  L.  Montgomery, 

as  secretary,  39;  S.  H.  Berry,  11.    Mr.  Cole  was  declared 

W:  C.  Lanb. —  I  am  glad  to  see  Mr.   Hill  elected. 

secretary  of  the  Association,  but  I  think  it  is  a  For  vice-presidents  the  names  presented  were: 

deddedly  bad  plan  to  elect  in  this  way  and  en-  F:  H.  Hild,  of  Chicago  ;  H:  M.  Utley,  of  De- 

Urely  contrary  to  the  principles  Mr.  Hovey  so  trolt ;  W:  T.  Peoples,  of  New  York  ;  A.  W. 

recently  advocated.  Whelpley,  of  Cincinnati ;  J.  N.  Wing,  of  New 

Pres.  DxwxY. — I  hope  a  by-law  will  be  passed  York;  C:  A.  Nelson,  of  New  York;  W:  C.  Lane, 

/orbidding  any  election  by  ballot  to  be  dodged  of  Boston  ;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Sanders,  of  Pawtucket; 

in  this  way.    This  seems  to  me  a  plain  slap  in  and  Miss  C.  M.  Hewins,  of  Hartford. 

the  face  at  the  very  thing  we  have  been  trying  Mr.  Peoples  declined  to  be  a  candidate. 

(o  secure  by  our  amendment  just  passed,  that  An  informal  ballot  was  ordered  with  the  fol- 

member  shall  have  full  opportunity  to  ex-  lowing  result:  F:  H.  Hild,  85;  H:  M.  Utley, 

his  preferences  by  a  private  ballot.    Hany  47;  Miss  C.  M.  Hewins,  44;  H:  J.  Carr,  43;  W. 

strong  man  gets  up  here  and  nominates  any  C.  Lane,  38;  A.  W.  Whelpley,  24;  C:  A.  Nelson, 

man  In  this  way,  who  will  have  courage  to  op-  11;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Sanders,  7;  scattering,  5. 

pose  it  and  risk  the  interpretation  of  personal  F.  P.  Hill  moved  that  the  informal  ballot  be 

sintagonlsm  ?    In  other  words,  it  puts  the  selec-  made  formal,  and  that  the  highest  three  names 

tion  of  officers  of  the  Association  not  in  the  on  the  list  be  declared  elected. 

hands  of  five  men  chosen  by  written  ballots  as  B:  Pickman  Mann.  —  I  object  to  that.     Not 

the  trusted  representatives  of  this  body,  and  who  that  I  have  any  personal  feeling,  but  I  think  it 

will  discuss  it  perhaps  for  five  or  six  hours,  but  is  a  little  unfair.     I   object  on  constitutional 

puts  it  into  the  hands  of  any  aggressive  or  po-  grounds.    You  cannot  make  an  informal  ballot 

litically  inclined  man  who  gets  the  floor  first  and  formal. 

glibly  moves  that  the  secretary  cast  the  ballot  The  chair  sustained  the  point  of  order, 

for  his  individual  candidate.  A.  N.  Brown  moved  that  the  secretary  be  in- 

I  move  that  a  by-law  be  passed  that  no  vote  structed  to  cast  the  vote  of  the  Association  for 

required  to  be  taken  by  ballot  shall  be  cast  by  the  first  three  names  on  the  list. 

One  person,  but  that  it  shall   be  by  genuine  S:  S.  Green. —  I  move  as  an  amendment  that 

individual  ballots.  we  proceed  to  vote  by  ballot  for  three  vice-presi- 

£.  C.  HovBY.  —  It  was  not  done  to  expedite  dents  from  the  first  six  on  the  list.    Voted. 
business.   It  was  done  as  a  tribute  of  respect  to  The  tellers  subsequently  announced  the  re- 
one  of  our  faithful  officers.  suit  of  this  ballot  as  follows  :  F:  H.  Hild,  65  ; 

Pres.  Dewey.  — We  are  all  agreed  on  Mr.  Hill  Miss  C.  M.  Hewins,  39  ;  H:  M.  Utley,  37  ;  W: 

«nd    luckily   we    can    therefore    talk    plainly  C.  Lane,  37. 

without  misinterpretation   in  this    test  case.  Mr.  Lane  withdrew  his  name,  and  Mr.  Hild, 

There  is  not  a  man  in  this  Association  who  Miss    Hewins,  and  Mr.  Utley  were  declared 

has  not  some  one  to  whom  he  would  like  to  elected.                         * 

pay  a  tribute  of  respect.     Unless  we  stop  right  F.  P.  Hill.  —  I  move  the  election  of  Mr.  E. 

here  this  hasty  tampering  with  our  well-tried,  C.  Hovey  to  succeed  himself  as  trustee  of  the 

conservative,  and  successful  method  of  elec-  endowment  fund.    Voted. 

tlons  we  may  plunge  the  A.  L.  A.  Into  a  ward  Pres.  Dewey,  in  the  chair.  —  The  constitution 

politics  era  which  will  be  well  nigh  fatal.  provides  that  the  trustees  of  the  endowment 

Weston  FUMT  raised  the  point  that  Mr.  Dew-  fund  shall  be  elected  by  ballot.     The  vote  just 

ey's  motion  was  out  of  order,  as  we  were  en-  taken  is  void. 

gaged  in  a  special  order.  A  ballot  was  taken,  resulting  in  the  unani- 
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mous  election  of  E.  C.  Hovej,  who  received  74  Miss  E.  M.   Cox  read  an  abstract   of  her 

votes.  paper  on 

C:  A.  Cutter. —The  constitution  provides  fiction. 

that  election  for  the  successors  of  those  who  {.Seep.  250.) 

go  out  of  the  council  in  each  year  shall  be  by  F:  M.  Crunden.  —  I  am  very  much  pleased 

ballot  of  the  Association  at  the  annual  meeting  with  the  suggestion  of  sending  out  a  list  of 

from  eight  nominees  selected  by  the  council  by  questionable  novels  for  use  of  librarians. 

balloL    The  council  have  met,  have  balloted,  Miss  E.  M.  Cob.  —  Perhaps  there  is  some 

and  have  selected  the  eight  following  persons :  danger  in  that.    We  know  very  well  as  Hbrm- 

The  four  present  incumbents  of  the  office,  Miss  rians  that  when  a  novel  is  questionable  there  is 

M..  S.  Cutler,  Miss  Hannah  P.James,  J.  N.  a  certain  class  of  our  readers  that  is  immediately 

Larned,  and  Justin  Winsor,  and  the  following  anxious  to  get  that  novel. 

additional  ones:  F.  P.  Hill,  Miss  T.  L.  Kelso,  F:  M.  Crunden.  — I  move  that  the  printing 

Miss  Theresa  West,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Sanders.  of  this  be  referred  to  the  publishing  section 

F.  P.  Hill  and  Miss  T.  L.  Kelso  requested  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Association  to 

that  no  votes  be  cast  for  them.  print  a  list  for  private  circulation.    Voted. 

The  tellers  reported  as  the  result  of  the  ballot  Miss  C.  M.  Hewins  read  an  abstract  of  her 

for  councillors :  Miss  M..  S.  Cutler,  61  ;  Miss  paper  on 

Hannah  P.  James.  55;  J.  N.  Lamed,  49;  Justin  reading  of  the  young. 

Winsor,  45  ;  Miss  Theresa  West,  35  \  Mrs.  M.  {Seep,  251.) 

A.  Sanders,  12.    The  first  four  were  declared  Miss  E.  M.  Coe.  —  Is  It  easier  for  a  librarian 

elected.  to  find  a  book  for  a  child  if  the  books  adapted 

Pres.  Dewey  introduced  Hon.  Donald  Mc-  to  his  intelligence  are  kept  by  themselves?    The 

Naughton,  executive  officer  of  the  New^  York  grades  run  into  each  other.    With  me  it  is  im- 

State  World's  Columbian  Exposition  Commis-  possible  to  take  out  from  my  books  on  any 

sion,  who  welcomed  the  Association,  adding :  scientific    subject  those  useful  for  a  child,  be- 

"  It  was,  I  think,  in  1731  that  the  first  library  cause  there  may  be  children  in   the  grade  I 

was  established,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  should  have  in  my  mind  capable  of  reading  a 

would  be  a  most  excellent  thing  for  you  to  get  higher-class  book.    While  some  mark  may  be 

the  exact  date,  which  I  think  was  in  Novem-  put  on  the  back,  a  star  or  something  of  that 

ber,  and  have  that  for  Library  Day  in  all  the  kind,  it  Is  better  to  keep  the  book  with  the  x^^;^'' 

libraries  of  our  land.    Celebrate  it  as  the  foun-  lar  class,  for  the  same  reason  that  it  is  better, 

dation,  as  the  laying  of  the  comer-stone  of  an  in  scientific  subjects  particularly,  not   to  print 

institution  that  wields  public  opinion  and  sets  separate  children's  lists,  but  to  star  or  indicate 

the  people  of  the  whole  world  on  the  right  in  some  way  the  books  recommended  for  the 

lines."  young. 

Pres.  Dewey  moved  that  the  papers  omitted  Miss  Theresa  West.  —  I  agree  with  Miss 

this  morning  because  the  time  had  been  spent  Coe  on  that  poinL 

in  balloting  be,  as  far  as  possible,  combined  with  S:  S.  Grern.  —  I  am  surprised  that  so  few 

the  program  of  Friday  and  Saturday.    Voted.  libraries  have  different  colored  cards  for  chU- 

Pres.  Dewey  again  introduced  the  new  by-law  dren. 

ruled  out  of  order  during  the  election,  and  it  G:  W.  Cole.  —  One  objection  to  this  is  that 

was  adopted  as  follows :  "  No  action  required  to  many  use  their  parents'  cards,  so  that  there 

be  taken  by  ballot  shall  be  taken  except  by  in-  would  be  no  telling  by  the  card  who  the  reader 

dividual  written  ballot."  was. 

Recess  till  Friday  morning.  Member.  —  In  my  library  wp  do  not  separate 

children's  from  other  books,  because  we  often 

SEVENTH  SESSION,  find  that  a  bright  boy  can  use  a  higher  book 

than  a  much  older  student. 

(Friday  Moenino.  July  21.)  p^,_  dewev.  -  The  Library  School  on  one 

Held  in  the  Woman's  Building,  World's  of  its  visits  found  a  library  classified  into  "  boy 
Columbian  Exposition,  by  invitation  of  the  books"  and  "  girl  books."  The  librarian  de- 
Board  of  Lady  Managers.  cided  on  adding  a  book  whether  it  was  best  for 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  9:30  A.m:  boys  or  girls,  and  put  it  in  that  case.    No  girl 

by  Pres.  DxwsY.  was  allowed  a  book  from  the  "  boy  books,**  and 
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vice  versa.    There  are  tome  very  queer  things  give  a  card,  and  we  find  it  works  well.     I  am 

to  be  found  in  libraries.  glad  to  know  that  Miss  Hewins  puu  the  "  Story 

W.  S.  BiscOB. — I  know  one  library  that  ob-  of  the  Nations  Series"  in  her  juvenile  depart- 

jects  to  marking  juvenile  books,  because  many  ment.    I  did  not  do  that,  but  I  am  going  to  do 

such  books  are  adapted  to  much  older  people  it  next  time. 

who  would  not  like  to  take  out  a  book  with  a  Pres.  Dkwey.  —  I  understand  that  the  mark 

juvenile  mark.     By  such  division  you  also  tend  j  does  not  imply  that  the  books  bearing  it  are 

to  shut  out  many  children  from  taking  older  nM  suitable  for  older  people,  but  that  they  are 

books  which  are  adapted  to  them.  specially  adapted  to  the  young.    The  library 

F:  M.  Crumdbn.  —  In  arranging  a  library  or  list  is  an  intellectual  bill  of  fare.    If,  in  a  hotel 

a  house  you  cannot  have  everything.    All  one  menu,  beefsteak,  lamb,  milk,  bread  and  butter, 

can  do  is  to  judge  from  his  own  experience  and  a  list  of  food  suitable  for  children  were  so 

which  is  the  most  convenient.    I  see  the  point  marked,  an  older  person  ordering  those  articles 

Chat  is  raised  about  denying  children  the  use  of  need  not  feel  that  he  is  getting  his  meals  from 

older  books,  but  on  the  whole  I  think  it  is  prefer-  the  nursery. 

able  to  have  a  juvenile  classification.     When  W.  S.  Biscos.  —  Is  it  true  that  there  is  a  feel- 

you  find  a  young  person  who  is  a  person  of  ma-  ing  among  older  people  that  they  dislike  to  take 

ture  taste,  you  can  give  him  a  book  from  other  books  marked  j  ? 

departments.    Sometimes  I  reverse  the  thing  Miss  L.  E.  Stearns.  — It  depends  on  the  class 

&nd  go  to  the  juvenile  collection  when  an  older  of  people  wanting  juvenile  works.     Foreigners 

S>€rBon  applies.  just  beginning  to  learn  English  want  something 

Miss  C.  M.  Hewins.  — We  very  soon  find  out  easy,  and  I  never  have  found  any  difficulty  in 

II  a  boy  or  girl  reads  older  books  than  the  aver-  getting  them  to  read  juveniles.    Often  people 

«ge  child,  and  then  we  are  always  ready  to  inquire  for  them.    We  had  a  case  last  winter  of 

recommend    something  more    advanced.     We  a  civil  engineer  of  Milwaukee  who  took  juve- 

liave  put  the  "  Story  of  the  Nations  Series "  with  niles  all  winter.      He  said  that  when  he  was 

our  children's  books,  but  there  are  a  great  young  he  did  not  have  them,  and  he  was  working 

many  older  people  who  wish  a  simple  history  of  up  the  side  of  his  education   that  had  been 

some  country.     Then  we  go  to  our  children's  neglected. 

department  and  get  it.  J.  K.  Hosmer.  — Why  is  not  the  best  solution 

Miss  L.  E.  Stearns.  —  I  want  to  enter  a  pro-  of  the  matter  to  duplicate  ?    I  propose  at  Min- 

test  against  the  age  limit  of  some  libraries.     In  neapolis  to  have  in  a  lower  corridor    of    the 

Milwaukee  we  find  118  children  entering  the  library  a  children's  department  where  the  chil- 

primary  school.     Eight  years  after  that  you  find  dren's  b  joks  shall  be  arranged  in  racks;  to  this 

but  18  of  that  class  graduating.     Of  course  the  children  will  have  free  access.    I  shall  collect 

public  library  must  provide  for  the  100  at  all  my  juveniles  there.     If  it  is  doubtful  whether 

the  dLGTerent  stages  of  the  eight  years,  and  if  certain   books    belong   to   children  or    grown 

you  put  an  age  limit  of  12  or  15  years  you  are  people  I  shall  duplicate  them.    I  should  put  the 

going  to  take  off  just  so  much  from  their  edu-  "Story  of  the  Nations"  among  the  juveniles 

cation.    They  should  be  started  at  the  earliest  and  up-stairs  too. 

possible  moment.  We  often  have  children  come  W:  H.  Brett.  —  There  are  many  people  who 
toour  library  who  can  scarcely  reach  over  the  have  the  good  judgment  to  know  that  a  first- 
counter,  rate  boy's  story  is  good  reading  for  others  than 
S:  S.  Green.  ^  It  is  largely  to  meet  that  want  boys.  In  Cleveland  we  have  found  it  a  practical 
that  I  believe  in  having  a  colored  card.  I  convenience  to  have  a  juvenile  department, 
would  rather  that  a  person,  until  he  has  reached  But  while  there  are  included  in  that  department 
a  ceruin  age,  should  not  take  books  without  only  those  books  which  we  know  by  the  name 
supervision.  If  you  have  a  colored  card  the  juvenile  we  continually  place  on  the  shelves 
attendant  will  see  at  once  that  the  book  called  and  on  the  show-tables  books  from  all  depart- 
for  is  for  a  quite  young  person,  and  will  look  ments  of  the  library. 

after  the  reading  particularly.  H:  M.  Utley.  —Do  you  give  out  on  the  col- 

A*W.  Tyler.  —  I  do  not  see  how  you  have  a  ored  cards  only  your  j  books.      If  so,  some 

right  to  dishonor  a  card,  no  matter  by  whom  child  might  desire  a  book  more  advanced  than 

pretentedt  anletfs  you  think  it  is  stolen.  To  any  the  juvenile.    Again,  to  what  age  do  you  limit 

pefson  who  is  able  to  sign  his  or  her  name  we  the  issuing  of  a  colored  card  ?    The  child  might 
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advance  beyond  this  age  and  still  have  the  col-  of  the  book,  on  the  card,  and  in  the  catalog, 
ored  card.  Would  he  therefore  be  limited  to  Then  we  have  all  along  in  front  of  our  delivery 
the  use  of  juvenile  books?  Why  make  a  dis-  counter  shelf  after  shelf  of  books  recommended 
tinction  between  one  class  of  persons  and  to  the  young  and  bulletins  of  the  same  all  over 
another  as  to  the  kind  of  books  that  may  be  the  library.  We  keep  those  shelves  full  of  the 
drawn.  most  entertaining  books  we  can  find  on  every 

Miss  C.  M.  Hewins.  —  It  is  not  a  question    subject,  and  we  put  very  good  stories  there, 
of  the  kind  of  books.  If  a  child  under  14  wishes        F.  P.  Hill.  —  Many  of  us  use  a  star  to  Indi- 
an older  book,  he  may  have  it  unless  it  is  mani-    cate  a  reference-book  and  cannot  use  a  red  star 
festly  unfit  for  him  to  read.  in  a  printed  catalog.    What  objection  is  there 

W:  H.  Brktt.  —  We  do  not  permit  boys  and  to  using  the  letter  j  to  indicate  the  books  rec- 
girls  to  draw  stories  more  than  once  a  week,  ommended  for  the  young  ? 
If  a  boy  draws  a  story-book  and  returns  it  in  a  Miss  E.  M.  Coe.  —  I  do  not  object  to  the  use 
couple  of  days  he  must  take  something  from  of  the  j.  Use  any  character,  but  I  like'  the 
some  other  department  of  the  library.  The  phrase  "Books  recommended  to  the  young*' 
wise  direction  of  a  competent  assistant  is  worth  rather  than  *'  Juvenile  books." 
all  the  system  in  the  world.  Miss  L.  E.  Stearns.  —  We  have  in  Milwaukee 

Miss  E.  M.  Cob.  —  We  do  not  use  a  colored  a  large  foreign  population,  and  it  would  be  an 
card,  but  we  do  put  on  the  cards  any  notes  obstacle  in  the  way  of  their  education  if  they 
which  we  may  have  received  from  the  parent  or  were  limited  to  one  book  a  week.  If  you  were 
teacher  in  regard  to  the  child's  reading.  If  we  to  see  some  of  the  readers  there  you  would 
get  a  request  from  a  parent  that  a  child  should  understand  why  we  are  willing  they  should 
not  read  many  novels,  we  put  that  on  the  card,  read  stories.  Most  of  the  words  these  children 
and  then  every  assistant  knows  exactly  what  is  use  are  of  one  syllable.  Here  Is  a  sample  of 
to  be  done.  We  try  to  discourage  children  from  the  words  that  the  children  are  required  to  read 
taking  more  than  one  book  through  the  five  in  school :  "  Men  of  all  ages  and  characters, 
days  of  school  session,  but  on  Saturday  or  Sun-  dressed  in  the  motley  and  peculiar  garb  of  the 
day  they  may  change  their  books.  They  may  institution,  and  displaying  the  wild  and  demo- 
cbange  it  on  any  other  day  if  they  wish,  but  we  niac  appearance  commonly  attributed  to  prison 
discourage  that  as  much  as  possible.  wretches,  were  seen  huddled  together  in   the 

G.  M.  Jones.  —  I  have  made  up  my  mind  corridor."  That  is  a  literal  quotation  from  the 
that  it  is  very  much  better  to  make  the  juvenile  beginning  of  a  story  in  a  school  reader, 
library  a  separate  library.  While  Miss  James  C:  A.  Cutter.  —  How  many  persons  in  Che 
was  at  Newton  she  did  not  have  a  separate  room  having  kept  their  juvenile  books  together 
juvenile  department.  She  believed  in  having  prefer  that  arrangement  ? — -12. 
the  juveniles  scattered  through  the  library,  but  How  many  persons  having  dispersed  their 
at  Wilkes-Barr6  she  established  a  separate  ju-  juvenile  books  in  the  rest  of  the  library  prefer 
venile  section.     It  is  a  great  saving  in  serving    that  arrangement? — 24. 

children,  because  they  ask  mainly  for  the  books  Miss  E.  M.  Coe.  —  As  Mr.  Montgomery  just 
in  j.  The  assistants  will  not  be  compelled  to  said  to  me,  this  does  not  mean  anything,  be- 
run  all  over  the  library  to  pick  out  the  books,  cause  it  is  largely  a  matter  of  convenience.  If 
If  you  have  all  the  juveniles  together  they  will  you  have  many  books  you  can  disperse  thenu 
more  easily  find  something  to  suit  the  reader.       If  you  have  not  many  you  must  collect  them. 

Miss  E.  M.  Cor.  —  Every  librarian  certainly  In  my  library  I  collect  the  juvenile  stories,  but 
sees  the  necessity  for  marking  books.  Do  not  not  the  children's  books  of  any  other  class, 
call  them  juveniles;  in  every  department  mark  G:  W.  Cole.  —  There  is  one  objection  to  hav- 
the  books  that  are  recommended  to  the  young,  ing  the  juvenile  library  kept  by  itself.  It  is 
and  if  you  have  a  large  collection  make  them  discounting  the  intelligence  of  the  younger 
into  a  separate  department  for  children,  but  readers  of  the  library.  The  intelligence  of 
you  must  duplicate  largely  the  other  depart-  children  of  different  ages  varies ;  some  are 
ment.  I  must  have  the  "  Story  of  the  Nations"  more  precocious  than  others.  For  this  reason 
marked  with  a  star,  but  I  cannot  take  them  it  would  be  better  to  keep  the  juvenile  books 
from  their  proper  place  on  the  shelves.  In  this  with  the  others  and  to  keep  the  printed  lists  of 
way  you  will  help  the  public  more  than  in  any  the  books  together,  because  that  throws  Che 
wmy.    My  mark  is  a  red  star  on  the  back    child  in  connection  with   the  titles  of  other 
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books,  which  he  is  likely  to  draw.    On  the  the  railing  and  looking  around  on  the  books 

whole  it  is  better  not  to  print  separate  lists  nor  and  selecting  from  a  catalog  sach  books  as  I 

to  separate  books  in  the  library.  might  wish  to  read.     I  offered  my  services  as 

J.  K.  HosMEE.  —  If  a  little  fellow  wants  a  an  assistant  librarian  if  I  could  have  the  privi- 

book   which   ordinarily  interests  only  grown  lege  of  going  behind  the  railing.    There  was 

people  there  is  no  bar  at  all  in  my  library  to  his  unfortunately  another  candidate,  and  I  soon 

getting  it  learned  that  the  small  pitUnce  that  was  allowed 

G.  M.  JONis.  —  I  would  keep  j  books  by  for  the  service  was  with  him  an  inducement  to 

themselves,  including  juvenile   books   in   all  to  hold  the  office.     I  was  about  to  retire  from 

classes.    I  plan  some  day  to  print  a  list  of  books  the  candidacy  when  a  friend  suggested  that  I 

for  the  young,  and  certainly  shall  include  many  should  take  the  position  for  the  sake  of  the 

books  written  for  the  older  people.  work.    Upon  this  suggestion  I  acted.    I  said 

to  the  other  candidate,  "  If  you  will  take  the 

Pres.  Dkwxy.  —  Some  of  us  know  that  40  money  and  let  me  do  the  work  I  will  become 

years  before  the  organization  of  the  American  assistant  librarian."    On  the  strength  of  that 

Library  Association  in  1876  there  was  in  this  arrangement  in  1828  for  the  first  time  I  had  a 

country  a  kind  of  Moses  who  has  been  leading  key  and  free  access  to  a  library. 

the  library  and  educational  children  of  Israel  I  have  learned  a  great  deal  since  I  came  here 

all  through  his  life.    Sixty  years  ago  they  had  of  the  immense  benefit  of  libraries  to  the  pub- 

at  Linonia  in  Yale  a  librarian  whom  I  see  in  lie,  but  in  my  humble  judgment  the  first  and 

the  room  to-day.    In  1838  in  New  England  he  most  interested  practically  in  the  management 

was  framing  new  library  laws  and  sowing  seed,  of  the  library  and  the  one  most  profited  by  it 

was  planting  acorns  from  which  the  oaks  we  is  the  librarian.      If  he  does  not  come  away 

see  to-day  have  grown.     If  we  should  look  from  his  work  more  familiar  with  the  grand 

over  the  whole  world  for  a  man  whom  it  would  literatures  of  the  ages  it  seems  to  me  that  his 

be  pre-eminently  fitting  to  have  as  the  American  work  has  not  been  fully  done. 

Library  Association's    honorary    member    we  I  served  the  first  year  as  assistant  for  notfc- 

would  doubtless  select  Dr.  Henry  Barnard,  of  ing.     I  served  the  second  year  at  full  pay  and 

Hartford,  Conn.,  the  first  United  States  Com-  had  the  pleasure  of  giving  the  results  of  that 

missioner  of  Education — the  life-long  and  efii-  as  a  contribution,  some  250  books,  to  the  li- 

cient  friend  of  libraries  and  librarians.     The  brary.    While  I  would  not  for  a  moment  think 

executive  committee  have  nominated  Dr.  Bar-  that  everybody  should  be  so  foolish  either  as  to 

nard  as  an  honorary  member  of  this  Association,  serve  for  nothing  or  give  away  his  books,  to 

In  accordance  with  constitutional  provision  those  me  under   the    conditions  there   was  a  great 

in  favor  of  his  election  will  manifest  it  by  a  pleasure  in  doing  so.    Some  50  years  afterward 

rising  vote.  I  was  in  an  old  book-store,  and  as  I  looked 

The  vote  being  unanimous,  the  president  es-  around  the  shelves  I  thought  I  saw  a  book  that 

corted  Dr.  Barnard  to  the  platform.  once  was  in  my  possession.    I  found  that  it  had 

Dr.  Henry  Barnard.  —  Mr.  President,  you  a  label,    •*  Linonian  Library.     Presented    by 

have  actually  taken  away  my  breath.     It  does  Henry  Barnard."      The  dealer  said  he   had 

not  seem  that  I  have  words  at  this  moment  to  bought  it  from  the  library.     It  does  seem  to 

express  what  I  feel.  me  that  when  any  one  gives  a  book  to  a  library. 

The  first  book  I  ever  owned  by  purchase  was  unless  there  is  some  special  reason.  It  ought 

a  gift  to  the  library  of  the  academy  of  which  I  not  to  be  treated  so.     I  do  not  mean  that  you 

was  a  student.     That  was  in  1824.     I  felt  that  should  load  up  your  shelves  with  old  and  use- 

every  man  owes  something  to  the  institution  or  less  books,  but  it  does  not  take  much  room  to 

profession  by  which  be  has  profited.    In  1828  keep  such  boolcs  as  are  given  to  the  library, 

it  was  my  privilege  to  be  a  member  of  the  Lino-  and  they  ought  not  to  go  out  of  that  library 

nian  Society  of  Yale.    I  was  not  born  into  a  without  equivalent  in  exchange. 

family  in  which  books  lay  about,  as  they  do  I  became  active  in  education  in  the  year  1837. 

now,  and  when  I  found   myself  a  member  of  In  the  first  year  I  was  a  member  of  the  legisla- 

that  college  I  went  early  to  the  library,  but  I  ture  of  Connecticut  and  had  the  laws  passed 

was  permitted  to  stand  at  the  bar  and  only  look  creating  the  first  common-school  library  in  the 

in.    As  a  member  of  the  Linonian  Society  the  state.     Under  that  law  — it  was  a  very  poor  law 

farther  privilege  was  given  me  of  going  up  to  you  would  think  now  —  the  districts  were  author- 
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ixed  to  establish  libraries,  and  a  small  appro-  E.  C.  Richardson  read  an  abstract  of  his 

priation  was  made  for  the  purpose,  on  condition  paper  on 

that  a  like  sum  should  be  raised  from  other  mference-books. 
sources.  I  wanted  to  secure  good  school-  (Seep,  254.) 
houses, and  I  would  say  to  the  district,  "If  you  W:  T.  Pkoplks.  —  In  our  reference  depart- 
will  erect  a  school-house  I  will  give  you  a  dis-  meat,  used  in  the  building,  we  put  what  people 
trict  library,"  and  in  that  way  the  first  14  school  are  most  accustomed  to  use,  cyclopaedias,  die- 
libraries  started  in  Connecticot  were  established  tionaries,  and  other  books  for  which  we  do  not 
in  connection  with  the  Improvement  of  the  want  to  give  them  the  trouble  of  asking.  In 
school-houses.  the  places  where  those  books  belong  on  the 
In  the  year  1845  we  put  for  the  first  time  into  regular  shelves  we  have  boards  marked  to  show 
the  legislation  of  Rhode  Island  the  authority  to  where  these  books  are.  On  the  catalog  card  we 
establish  libraries  in  towns  and  in  districts,  and  paste  a  label  so  that  the  people  can  see  that  that 
before  I  left  that  state  there  was  a  library  of  at  book  is  in  the  reference-room  and  not  In  its  reg- 
least  500  volumes  in  every  town.  I  think  we  can  ular  order  on  the  shelves, 
do  still  more,  and  that  is  bygetting  men  of  wealth  A.  W,  Tyler.  —  In  my  printed  catalog  one 
to  connect  themselves  with  the  town  where  they  star  meant  "  to  be  circulated  only  by  permission 
were  born  by  establishing  a  library.  I  was  of  the  librarian,"  two  stars  "  to  be  found  only 
called  upon  one  day  by  the  chairman  of  the  in  the  reference-room,"  and  three  stars  "  to  be 
committee  on  education  who  had  a  communi-  consulted  only  in  the  presence  of  an  ofllcer  of 
cation  from  a  man  of  great  influence  in  the  the  library  before  5:30."  If  books  were  not  in 
state  asking  them  to  recommend  to  the  legis-  the  reference-room  they  were  in  their  proper 
lature  the  purchase  of  the  library  of  Dr.  Thom-  places  on  the  shelves.  This  presupposes  a  special 
as  Robbins,  and  make  it  a  state  library.  I  was  reference-room,  with  sliding  shelves  for  large 
asked  what  I  knew  about  It  and  what  I  thought  books  and  covered  with  canton  flannel  for  hand- 
of  the  proposition.  I  recommended  them  by  some  books.  The  three-star  books  are  always 
all  means  to  buy  it;  they  would  get  more  books  kept  under  lock  and  key. 

in  regard  to  the  history  of  New  England  in  that  Miss  E.  M.  Chandler.  —  In  the  Buffalo 
library  than  they  would  get  in  any  other  two  Library  the  books  kept  in  the  reference-room, 
libraries  In  New  England.  I  said  to  them,  about  1,000  volumes,  are  classified  with  the  rest 
**  Gentlemen.  I  wish  you  to  understand  that  if  of  the  library  and  are  represented  on  the  shelves 
^ou  do  not  secure  that  library  at  this  session  by  wooden  dummies.  Books  withdrawn  for 
you  never  will  have  another  chance."  They  any  other  purpose  are  represented  by  paste- 
laughed  at  the  idea.  The  legislature  adjourned,  board  dummies  containing  in  the  front  comer  a 
and  in  24  hours  I  was  on  my  way  over  to  see  square  of  silicate  slate  on  which  we  write  an  ez- 
Dr.  Robbins.  I  found  that  possibly  he  might  planation  of  the  cause  for  which  they  were 
part  with  his  library.  He  was  then  very  far  withdrawn  and  a  statement  where  they  may  be 
advanced  in  years.  He  felt  that  it  was  time  for  found.  Dummies  with  a  black  front  show  that 
him  to  retire  from  the  pulpit.  I  then  made  a  book  has  been  drawn  by  special  permission  for 
this  proposition  to  him  :  "  Will  you  come  to  an  indefinite  period  and  can  be  obtained  by 
Connecticut  and  bring  with  you  your  library  sending  for  It.  Dummies  with  red  front  show 
and  act  as  the  librarian  of  the  Historical  Soci-  that  the  book  is  on  the  children's  shelves  at  the 
ety  if  they  will  give  to  you  a  salary  equal  to  desk  in  a  collection  changed  from  time  to  time 
what  you  are  now  receiving  as  clergyman?"  for  the  children  to  rummage  among  and  make 
The  next  morning  he  told  me  he  would.  It  selections.  Books  selected  by  a  lecturer  giving 
ended  in  his  going  to  Hartford,  and  in  less  than  a  course  of  lectures  and  placed  for  reference  at 
24  hours  I  found  among  my  friends  in  Hartford  the  desk  are  also  represented  by  these  dummies 
a  willingness  to  raise  not  only  the  sum  which  with  an  explanation. 

he   was  then  receiving  as  clergyman  for  five  Pres.  Dewey. — How  many  have  tried  dum- 

years  but  $100  more.     I  give  this  incident  to  let  mies  and  have  given  them  up  ? — 2.    How  many 

librarians  know  that  by  acting  promptly  they  have  used  them  and  liked  them? — 15. 

can  sometimes  secure  large  contributions.   Fre-  W.  S.  BiscoE.  —  If  you  have  a  large  nnm- 

quently  rich  men  who  give  their  money  in  very  her   of  books,  dummies  are  objectionable.     If 

good  ways  will  assign  some  of  it  to  the  libraries,  you  have  but  a  few,  dummies  will  do  well 

if  their  attention  is  only  called  to  the  subjecL  enough. 
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If i«  E.  M.  Cob.  —  I  have  to  use  in  the  ref-  ail.    You  woald  be  continaallj  bothered  with 

^rence-room   a  great  maoy    books    from  the  the  heights  of  those  labels  on  the  back, 
circnlatiog  department.     I  withdraw  the  card        Miss  Thkrksa  Wkst.  —  The  Bufifalo  sjrstem 

and  pot  the  R  upon  it,  which  shows  that  it  is  does  away  with  that.     You  can  change  your 

beiof  used  for  the  reference  library,  and  keep  record  on  the  dummy  at  any  time.    You  can 

that  in  a  separate  place.     That  is  looked  for  use  it  for  one  book  or  for  100  books. 
first  in  the  reference  department.  Miss  T.  L.    Kelso.  —  Do   any   circulating 

S:  S.  Gaxsif. — What  is  Mr.  Biscoe's  objec-  libraries  use  dummies?    Mr.  Peoples  and  Mr. 

tioo  to  pasteboard  dummies  ?  Green  responded  in  the  affiimative. 

W.  S.  BiscOB. — We  object  to  their  coming        W:    F.    Poole.  —  We    use    wood    dummies 

together.    They  are  very  liable  to  get  disar-  seven-eighths  of  an  inch  thick  and  change  the 

ringed  so  that  yon  cannot  find   a  particular  label  when  we  change  the  book.    We  like  the 

book  without  taking  all  the  books  down  and  system. 

looking  them  over.  Dr.  W:  F.  Poole,  vice-president  and  ex-presi- 

A.  W.  Tyler.  —  No  objection  has  been  men-  dent,  took  the  chair. 
tioned  to  the  letter  R.    Many  libraries  use  it.        Weston  Flint  read  an  abstract  of  his  paper 

It  is  easy  to  teach  the  readers  that  a  single  star  on  the 

aueans  "  Ask  at  the  desk."     Then  they  find  out  growth  of  libraries. 

iwhat  one,  two,  or  three  stars  mean.  F:  M.  Crunden  read  extracts  from  his  paper 

B:  PiCKMAN  BlANN.  — When  there  are  many  on 

dummies  together  it  would  be  a  good  plan  to  executive    department:   general  supervis- 
pat  the  label  at  different  heights  on  the  back  of        jon.  including  buildings,  finances,  etc. 


tlie  dummy  and  arrange  20  tiers  of  numbers.  (See  p,  232.) 

By  having  the  book  number  and  perhaps  hav- 
ing five  colors  yoii  could  have  100  distinct  book 
labels,  and  then  it  would  not  be  possible  to  mis- 


Wfure  should  the  management  be  t     Who  should 

keep  the  boohs? 


place  a  dummy.  ^'  ^'  P^^^*' ""  ^  would  not  have  librarians 

S:  S.  Gremi.'  —  It  is  very  vexatious  to  go  to  ^^  ^"^^^Z^  o^  the  money  matters.     It  is  a  great 

a  library  for  a  book  and  not  find  it  on  the  shelves.  ^^^^^^^^    The  trustees  should  have  something 

There  ought  to  be  something  on  the  shelf  to  ^°  *^°'  *°*^  ^^^^  ^»  ^^^  ^^^"«  ^^"^  ^^«°^-     The 

show  that  the  book  has  been  withdrawn  or  has  librarian  should  approve  the  bills  and  the  trus- 

been  put  in  another  room.    Is  there  a  belter  ^^««  «^°">^  P^^  ^*^^'»-     Fortunately,  I  have 

way  than  using  dummies  ?    I  use  wooden  dum-  "°^^^"«  ^^  ^°  ''"^  ^^^  ^"^^^^  ^^  ^^«  Newberry 

iqI^^  Library  and   did  not  at  the   Chicago    Public 

Miss  E.  M.  Chandler. -The  objection  as  to  Library,  the  Cincinnati  Library,  or  the  Boston 

the  disanangement  of  the  dummies  is  quite  un-  Athenaeum.     I  have  never  seen  a  librarian  yet 

founded.    If  one  book  is  uken  from  the  shelf  ^*^°  ^*^  *  «°^*^  financier.     He  should  select 

one  dummy  will  replace  it,  if  the  whole  shelf  *°^  ^"y  ^^^  ^°^^»  *"^  ^"^°^  ^^  ^^«  ««««^^ 

is  removed  one  dummy  with  an  explanation  on  ^'>»in«'''- 

U  is  all  that  is  necessary.  ^-  ^'  Crundin.  - 1  did  not  say  that  I  thought 

S.  H.  Berry. -You  can  have  your  dummies  *^  ^^^  ^°  ^*^^  ^^"^  librarian  handle  the  cash. 

of  different  heights  in  front.   If  you  wish  to  use  ^  ^^^°'  *  ^'"*"  contingent  fund  out  of  which  he 

only  one  you  can  use  the  tollest  one,  and  so  on,  ^^  P^^  P^"^  ^*^^^' 

having  perhaps  a  series  of  eight  different  heights  P^"'  DEWEY.-Many  librariansseem  ashamed 

as  we  do  in  cards.    In  that  way  they  would  not  ^^  *"^"^  ^°,  ^^^^^^    S^'"*  ^"^^^^«  *»  P«"y  * 

become  confused.  ^       ^^*^  printed  note-heads  shall  not  be  used 

Pies.  Dewey.  1  Is  there  anybody  in  the  room  '^'  "*'^  scrap-paper. 

who  puts  a  dummy  on  the  shelf  for  a  book  when  Should  a  librarian  be  secretary  of  the  board? 

it  is  in  circulation,  f.^.,  who  uses  the  British  S:  S.  Green. — When  I  became  librarian  at 

Museum  system  ?    None.  Worcester  I  made  it  a  stipulation  that  I  should 

W.  S.  BiscoE.  —  The  system  of  keeping  the  be  present  at  the  meetings  of  the  board.     Of 

dummies  in   order  by  different  heights  is  not  course  if  the  board  should  at  any  time  wish  to 

adapted  to  our  wants.    In  drawing  off  the  books  hold  a  private  meeting  it  could  do  it.      My 

and  bringing  them  back  the  heights  would  vary  reason  was  that  I  believe  that  the  librarian  and 

so  that  yoa  could  not  tell  what  the  order  is  at  board  of  trustees  should  understand  each  other 
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perfectly.     I  am  inclined  to  think  it  is  better  a  library  satisfactorily  nnless  he  Icoows  the 

not  to  be  secretary,  however.     If  one  of  the  wishes  of  his  trustees.    The  library  needs  a 

members  of  the  board  is  president,  another  man  who  knows  all  aboat  it,  and  you  ought  to 

secretary,  and  another  treasurer  there  is  a  cer-  get  such  a  man  and  pay  him  a  proper  salary, 

tain  amount  of  interest  obtained  from  at  least  Miss  T.  L.  Kelso. — Sometimes  the  librarian 

three  members*    If  a  librarian  can  be  present  may  do  too  much.    Even  if  he  is  clerk  of  the 

at  every  meeting  it  is  just  as  well  that  one  of  board  and  has  to  lead  in  everything,  he  may 

the  trustees  should  take  the  labor  of  being  sec-  find  it  necessary  frequently  to  telephone  or  send 

reta/y.  post-haste  for  one  of  his  trustees  for  one  thing 

W:  T.  Peoplbs.  —  Our  rule  is  that  the  librari-  or  another.    I  do  so,  and  In  this  way  I  keep  the 

an  should  be  present  at  all  meetings  of  the  library  constantly  in  their  minds,  and  I  find  Chat 

board  and  at  all  committee  meetings.     I  do  not  is  the  way  to  get  them  to  work, 

act  as  secretary.    We  have  a  secretary  who  is  G.  M.  Jones.  — I  think  the  board  of  trustees 

an  elective  officer.     I  am  required  to  be  present  should  have  an  organization  of  their  own,  inde- 

at  all  meetings,  and  am  thus  enabled  to  know  pendent  of  the  librarian.    I  also  think  that,  as 

just  exactly  what  is  going  on.  at  Worcester,  the  librarian  should  be  present  at 

F:  M.  Crunden.  —  Does  the  secretary  of  Mr.  meetings.    At  Salem  the  librarian  is  present  at 

Green's  board  write  out  the  minutes  of  the  the  meetings  of  the  board  of  trustees  as  the 

meetings  at  the  library  and  have  the  record-  expert  to  give  information  about  the  library, 

books  kept  there,  or  does  he  take  them  to  his  He  has,  of  course,  no  vote,  but  knows  every- 

office  ?  thing  that  is  going  on. 

S:    S.    Green.  —  The    secretary    generally  B:  P.  Mann. — I  think  any  one  who  has  had 

writes  out  his  minutes  after  the  meeting  before  experience  as  secretary  of  a  board  of  which  he 

withdrawing.    When  a  book  is  filled  up  it  Is  is  also  a  member  has  found  that  the  attention 

left  in  the  safe  at  the  library.    The  book  in  use  he  has  to  pay  to  keeping  the  records  prevents 

the  secretary  sometimes  takes  to  his  own  office,  him  from  thinking  or  taking  part  in  the  discas- 

F:  M.  Crunden.  —  There  is  a  practical  incon-  sion. 

venlence  about  that    arrangement.     We    are  W:  F.  Poole.  —  The  trustees  have  a  right  to 

constantly  going  to  our  record-books  to  find  out  have  meetings  by  themselves  If  they  wish  to. 

about  some  point.  Librarians  must  confess  at  the  outset  that  the 

S:  S.  Green.  —  The  records  of  the  library  trustees  are  running  the  library  ;  that  the  libra* 

committee  are  kept  at  the  library.    The  general  rian  is  the  servant  of  the  trustees,  and  if  they 

records  of  the  board  which  the  librarian  would  want  to  hold  sessions  by  themselves  librarians 

not  be  likely  to  want  are  kept  by  the  secretary  have  no  right  to  demand  that  they  should  be 

of  the  board.     But  they  could  as  well  be  kept  present  at  the  meetings.    As  librarian  I  have 

in  the  safe  at  the  library,  and  for  a  large  por-  never  claimed  the  right  to  attend  meetings  of  the 

tion  of  the  time  are  there.  board  of  trustees,  and  yet  I  generally  attended. 

Pres.  Dewey.  —  If  the  librarian  is  going  to  They  usually    expected  me  to  be  present  and 

be  the  executive  officer  of  the  department  it  is  of  give  them  information  and  suggestions,    I  give 

the  utmost  importance  that  he  should  be  present  them  no  more  advice  than  they  ask  for;  and  I 

at  all  meetings  of  the  board.    I  have  known  think  1  have  had  a  good  deal  more  influence 

repeated  cases  where  boards  of  trustees  have  over  them  for  that  reason.    The  librarian  who 

passed  resolutions  that  have  been  simply  de-  is  always  advising  his  trustees  generally  does 

moralizing  to  the  library,  and  had  they  under-  not  gain  his  point. 

stood  the  case  there  was  not  a  man  on  the  H:  M.  Utlsy.  —  When  the  rules  of  our  H- 

board  that  would  not  have  voted  the  other  way.  brary  were  under  consideration  one  member  of 

A  resolution  is  perhaps  worded  by  a  trustee  not  the  board  of  trustees  raised  the  very  pertinent 

knowing  enough  about  the  details  to  do  so  question   that   sometimes   the  trustees  might 

safely,  and  afterwards  he  is  sorry  for  the  mis-  wish  to  discuss  the  librarian,  and  it  would  not 

chief  caused  by  his  ignorance.    If  I  were  a  trus-  be  very  pleasant,  perhaps,  for  him  to  be  present 

tee  I  should  insist  on  the  executive  officer  be-  under  those  circumstances.    Therefore  the  rule 

Ing  present.   He  should  also  hear  the  discussion  was  put  in  this  form  :  "  The  librarian  shall  at- 

on  which  every  vote  is  passed.     If  the  trustees  tend  meetings  of  the  board  when  requested  to 

cannot  trust  the  librarian  they  might  better  get  do  so."    That  put  the  power  of  the  presence  or 

a  man  whom  they  can  trust.    No  man  can  run  exclusion  of  the  librarian  Into  the  hands  of  the 
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truftees.     Ordinarily  lie  is  present.      He    is  represented  in  the  catalog,  the  books  exhibited 

understood  to  be  invited  to  be  present,  bat  in  being  distinguished  from  those  not  exhibited 

case  they  wish  to  meet  without  his  presence,  it  by  different  type.     Parts  i  and  3  of  the  catalog 

is  in  order  under  the  rules  to  do  so.  are  in  type,  and  it  is  hoped  that  copies  may  be 

F:  M.  Crundkn.  —  Our  rules  provide  for  that  ready  for  distribution  before  the  close  of  this 

io  another  way.    They  make  it  the  duty  of  the  meeting.     Part    3,  the  dictionary  catalog,    is 

librarian  to  be  present.    They  say  distinctly  ready  for  the  printer  and  will  be  printed  within 

that  he  shall  be  present  at  all  meetings,  unless  a  few  weeks. 

excused.     He  is  ex-officio  secretary  of  the  board  Owing  to  unexpected  reductions  in  the  ap- 

itself  and  of  all  its  committees.  propriations  of  the  Bureau  of  Education,  the 

Pres.  Dewby. —  It  is  a  very  unusual  thing  that  committee  were  involved  in  February  last  In 
the  trustees  are  required  to  discuss  the  librarian,  financial  difficulties  which  threatened  the  suc- 
Of  course,  it  will  occur,  but  only  in  special  cess  of  the  exhibit.  At  this  point  an  emergency 
cases.  The  trustees  ought  not  to  have  any  fund  was  raised  to  complete  the  work  of  cat- 
hesitancy  in  asking  the  librarian  to  retire  if,  aloging  the  A.  L.  A.  Library.  Mr.  E.  C.  Hovey 
/.^.,  the  question  of  salary  or  any  other  per-  pledged  |i. 000  from  the  Massachusetts  World's 
sonal  matter  comes  up.  If  the  question  of  effi-  Fair  Committee  or  personally,  R:  R.  Bowker 
dency  comes  up  it  is  a  great  deal  better  for  deposited  with  the  chairman  |ioo  as  a  partial 
some  of  the  trustees  to  pass  the  word  around  gift  and  partial  loan  as  it  should  be  needed,  and 
and  let  them  get  together  and  discuss  that  mat-  the  following  direct  contributions  were  made: 
ter  without  an  official  meeting,  and  then  when  Hannah  P.  James      .......      tso 

the  time  comes  and  a  man  arises  and  says,  "Mr.        Osterhoui  Free  Library 50 

Chairman,  I  want  to  bring  up  a  matter  in  re-        John  M.  Glenn 25 

gard  to  the  librarianship,"  the  librarian  will  re-  Received  from  E.  C.  Hovcy   ....      665 

tire.    The  thing  I  fear  most  is  not  when  the  <<            <<     R:  R.  Bowker      .    .    .      100 

tmsteei  do  a  thing  that  injures  the  library  with  

their  eyes  open,  it  is  when  they  do  it  not  know-  _  . .         .       ,     ,                                           f  090 

I              u  ..         Tr  *u    1-u      11               .       A  P*id  out  i°  salaries : 

ing  any  better.     If  the  librarian  is  present  and  ..0/^1       ««      t.    «     m   «#           * 

*             ..  „       .    ^.,   ,„  .            ,         ji      ,  Louisa  S.  Cutler,  March,  April,  May  .    feoo 

they  say,  "How  is  this?"  he  can  immediately  «r  e   r»           *      1       ^\m                          \^ 

,       ,        ,  .          ,                 ,        ,                  J  W.  S.  Burns,  April  and  May .    .     .     .       120 

give  them  information,  sometimes  in  30  seconds,  n      <    n  1        %«      t.        am. 

•^,  ,      „,    .            ^  Bessie  Baker,  March  I -April  15      .     .        75 

which  will  change  the  vote.  „      i  ..    i-i.      1.   »#      u    a    -ai  %m            ..^ 

^         .  ^      ,    ,                  .    ^         ,.  Henrietta  Church,  March,  April,  May.       150 

Upon  a  show  of  hands  it  appeared  that  with  Tf-^*#i               l                                 -^ 

'^         .        „            ,    ,^      ,    .         J    t    ._.  John  G.  Moulton,  100  hours    .     ,    .    .        ao 

one  exception  all  agreed  that  it  is  undesirable        "*  

that  the    librarian  should   be  a    trustee  ;    12  f^5 

thought  he  should  be  ex-officio  secretary  of  the  On  hand    ....      225 

board,  while  a   majority  thought    otherwise.  tSqo 

The  opinion  was  unanimous  that  he  should  be  jh^  ij^rary  exhibit  has   justified   its  forma- 

present  as  a  rule  at  meetings  of  trustees.  j,^„  ^y  a  strong,  intelligent,  and  constantly  in- 

Mils  M..  S.  Cutler,  chairman,  read  her  re-  creasing   interest.     It   has  been   impossible  to 

port  of  the  j^^^p  statistics,  but  as  a  conservative  estimate 

world's  COLUMBIAN  EXPOSITION  COMMITTEE.  30  persons  a  day  during  June  and  50  persons  a 

Yoiir  committee,  appointed  by  the  executive  day  during  July  have  made  a  definite  study  of 

board.  May,  1890,  have  reported  progress  in  the  some  part  of  the  exhibit.    This  does  not  include 

library  journal.  casual  observers  who  may  ask  a  few  questions. 

Since  the  latest  report  the  library  exhibit  has  nor  A.  L.  A.  mpmbers. 
been  insUUed  in  the  United  Stales  Government  Of  these  visitors  the  larger  proportion  have 
building  and  the  printing  of  the  catalog  of  the  been  trustees  or  librarians  of  small  libraries 
A.  L.  A.  Library  has  been  partially  accomplished,  (some  of  them  so  small  as  to  be  below  the  salary 
3,735  books  have  been  received  from  260  pub-  limit).  School  superintendents,  interested  in 
Ushers,  most  of  them  American  publishers,  or  school  libraries,  teachers,  college  students, 
English  firms  having  houses  in  this  country,  young  architects,  etc.,  have  made  up  the 
English  publishers  declined  on  the  ground  that  number.  Most  of  them  had  heard  of  the  ex- 
whatever  they  sent  would  be  pounced  upon  by  hibit  beforehand  and  came  with  definite  points 
piratical  American  publishers,  and  that  the  re-  to  investigate.  There  have  been  few  curios- 
snlt  would  be  injury  instead  of  advantage.  ity-seekers  like  the  woman  who  said  :  "  Every- 

The  entire  selection  of  5,000  volumes  will  be  body  knows  how  to  run  a  library,  and  any- 
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body  can  buy  books.  I  don't  see  any  sense 
in  this  exhibit,"  and  who  came  baclc  in  half  an 
hour  to  bear  a  second  explanation  of  its  pur- 
pose, which  was  lilcewise  a  vain  one. 

It  is  not  unusual  for  a  visitor  to  spend  a 
half  day  or  to  malce  several  visits.  A  greater 
proportion  of  the  visitors  are  investigat'ng 
methods,  charging  systems,  classification,  shelv- 
ing, cataloging,  etc.;  a  considerable  number 
examine  books  carefully  ;  this  has  been  mostly 
in  special  subjects. 

Some  one  said  :  "I  have  seen  notices  of 
these  books  but  have  never  had  the  chance  to 
examine  them.  I  am  taking  notes  with  a  view 
to  purchase."  A  young  man  who  had  been  re- 
cently appointed  professor  of  history,  with 
Adam's  Manual  in  hand,  spent  several  half 
days  in  going  over  the  history  collection. 

There  is  a  reference  use  of  the  library  which 
is  encouraging.  Visitors  stop  to  answer  ques- 
tions that  have  been  raised  during  the  day's 
sight-seeing.  Soon  after  the  opening  of  the 
exhibit  the  chair- boys  sent  a  delegate  to  know 
if  they  could  use  the  library  for  looking  up 
knotty  points  asked  by  their  patrons,  and  if 
they  could  come  early  in  the  morning  before 
the  librarian  was  on  duty.  The  most  astonish- 
ing statement  remains  to  be  made.  People  visit 
the  library  to  read  books.  One  boy  comes 
regularly  to  read  Darwin.  Four  readers  at  one 
time  were  observed  one  day  last  week.  That 
people  should  step  aside  from  the  wonders  of 
the  fair  and  the  distractions  of  the  Midway 
Plaisance  for  deliberate  reading  of  books  is  to 
say  the  least  quite  beyond  the  hopes  or  plans 
of  the  committee. 

While  appreciating  the  work  of  each  member 
of  sub>committees.  we  desire  to  make  special 
recognition  to  the  following:  To  E.  C.  Hovey, 
member  of  the  advisory  board,  for  the  prompt 
and  efficient  way  in  which  he  relieved  us  of 
financial  embarrassment,  and  to  J.  N.  Larned, 
W:  T.  Peoples,  and  Melvil  Dewey,  for  large  con- 
tributions of  time  and  careful  personal  attention 
to  the  work  of  their  respective  committees. 

We  recommend  that  the  committee  be  con- 
tinued till  the  next  conference,  when  a  final  re- 
port be  made. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Mary  S.  Citler, 
Frank  P.  Hill, 
C:  Alxx.  Nelson, 
Westoji  Fujct, 
Charles  A.  Cutter, 
Frezk  H.  Hild, 
HA2INAH  P.  James. 


F,  P.  Hill.  —  I  move  that  the  report  be  ac- 
cepted and  the  recommendation  adopted.  Voted. 
W.  S.  BiscoE  read  an  abstract  of  his  paper  on 

PAMPHLETS. 

(Seep.  236.) 

Some  discussion  ensued  on  the  proper  defini- 
tion of  a  pamphlet.  About  half  are  In  the  habit 
of  limiting  the  term  pamphlet  by  the  number  of 
pages,  100  pages  or  more  constituting  a  booki 
less  than  that  number  a  pamphlet.  About  half 
call  all  paper-bound  matter  pamphlets,  regardless 
of  size. 

W:  F.  Poole. —  It  is  impossible,  I  think,  to 
settle  this  question.  It  has  come  down  to  us 
from  the  Middle  Ages,  and  every  answer  that  can 
be  made  to  it  is  unsatisfactory.  I  have  treated 
the  subject  practically  rather  than  theoretically. 
The  treatment  of  our  bound  matter  turns  upon 
its  intrinsic  value,  and  not  on  the  number  of 
pages.  Here  is  a  brochure  of  10  pages.  It  is  a 
family  pedigree  in  which  an  immense  amount  of 
research  and  information  b  condensed.  I  lay  it 
aside  to  be  bound  separately.  When  it  is  bound 
it  is  a  book,  and  is  cataloged,  classified,  and 
treated  In  all  respects  as  a  book.  Other  pam- 
phlets of  200  pages  are  not  worth  binding  sepa^ 
rately.  They  are  bound  with  others,  are  treated 
in  masses,  and  retain  the  name  of  pamphlets, 
although  they  are  bound. 

F:  M.  Crunden. —  It  is  the  binding  that  does  it. 
Mr.  Dewey  said  it  was  impossible  to  tell  when  a 
kitten  became  a  cat.  I  would  take  a  young  lady 
as  an  illustration.  When  is  the  exact  period 
when  a  girl  becomes  a  young  lady  ?  We  might 
say  it  is  when  she  puts  on  a  long  dress. 

C:  A.  Cutter. — Another  distinction  might 
be  made.  Whatever  is  put  on  the  shelf-list  noay  be 
consklered  a  volume,  and  whatever  is  not  pot  00 
the  shelf-list  and  is  kept  in  pamphlet  boxes  may 
be  considered  a  pamphleL 

C:  A.  Nelson.  —  When  a  library  receives  a 
collection  of  pamphlets  bound  together  would 
you  call  them  one  volume  or  so  many  pampbleCS  ? 

W.  S.  BiscoE. — We  have  a  collection  of  per- 
haps 20,000  pamphlets  bound  in  gronps.  We 
call  them  2.000  bound  volumes. 

W :  F.  Poole.  —  I  should  count  these  as  so 
many  pamphlets.  Where  yon  bind  together  a 
number  of  pamphlets  on  different  subjects  they 
are  pamphlets  notwithstanding  they  are  bound. 

CmtaU^ingpampUtts. 

B:  P.  Mann.  —  I  would  rather  have  a  catalog 
of  pamphlets  than  of  books.  Pamphlets  are  00 
the  whole  three  times  as  valuable  In  proportioa 
to  their  sise  as  books. 
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W:  F.  Poole.  —  My  pamphlets  are  the  most  be  neglected  to  caulog  them.    If  they  are  in  the 

vtlnable.     I  might  do  without  the  books,  but  I  predicament  that  it  is  simply  impossible  to  caU- 

cannot  do  without  the  pamphlets.    The  very  best  log  them,  the  next  best  thing,  rather  than  throw 

ideas  of  the  present  day  arc  given  in  the  form  of  them  away,  is  to  classify  them  closely  on  the 

pamphlets.    Libraries  should  keep  their   pam-  shelves,  and  when  a  person  is  looking  for  mat- 

phleu  and  arrange  and  classify  them.    They  will  ter  on  this  subject  send  him  to  the  shelves  and 

f  Itc  you  really  the  best  information  if  you  want  let  him  look  over  the  resources. 
to  keep  up  with  the  times. 

Prcs.  Dewxy.  —  We  are  more  and  more  in         Report  of  committee  on  next  meeting. 
want  of  condensed  books  and  the  pamphlet  is        C:  A.  Cutter,  chairman.  —  The  committee 

nothing  more  than  a  condensed  book.  wish  to  remind  the  Association  that  It  has  been 

Mils  E.  M.  COE.  —  In  a  small  library  where  the  unwritten  law  to  meet  alternately  at  cities 

you  cannot  have  many  books  you  may  get  a  and  watering-places  in  the  East  and  West.    Chi- 

pamphlet  of  the  greatest  value.    I  am  afraid  cago,  I  suppose,  must  be  considered  a  Western 

many  small    libraries    carelessly    throw    them  city,  though  it  appears  very  far  east  to  the  meto- 

aside.  bers  from  California,  and  it  must  be  considered 

R.  B.  PooLE.  —  Is  it  desirable  to  make  a  sep-  a  city  although  it  includes  a  great  deal  of  coun- 

mrate  catalog  for  pamphlets  ?  try.    Therefore  we  must  next  meet  In  an  Eastern 

F:M.  Crunden. — The  general  argument  in  watering-place  if  we    follow  precedent.      The 

faTor  of  the  card  catalog  is  that  you  bring  every-  committee  strongly  and  unanimously  urge  upon 

thing  together.    If  you  have  to  look   in    two  the  meeting  not  to  settle  by  a  vote  at  the  present 

places  yon  do  away  with  one  of  the  arguments  in  time  either  the  place  or  the  time  of  the  next 

favor  of  the  card  catalog.  meeting.    Leave  it  to  be  determined  by  the  ex- 

A  Member.  —  If  pamphlets  are  worth  preserv-  ecutive  board  after  more  information  in  regard 

log  they  are  worth  cataloging.  to  the  various  places.    Four  places  have  been 

W:  C.Lane.  —  I  have  no  doubt  that  It  is  de-  recommended  to  us:  Ashevllle,  in  the  North  Car- 

sirable  to  catalog  pamphlets  as  fully  as  books,  olina  mountains ;  Muskoka  Lake,  twenty  miles 

but  often  one  is  pressed  for  time  and  money,  from  Toronto;  Bar  Harbor,  Mt.  Desert,  Me.; 

There  are  some  cases  where  a  good  deal  can  be  White  Sulphur  Springs,  Virginia.     It  would  be 

saved  on  the  subject  catalog  side  if  your  pamph-  necessary  If  the  meeting  were  held  at  Muskoka 

lets  are  bound  up  in  volumes  pretty  closely  clas-  Lake  to  go  there  in  the  last  two  weeks  of  August 

sified  by  subject,  as  has  been  done  in  some  cases  In  order  to  obtain  cheap  and  sufficient  accommo- 

in  the  Harvard  College  Library.     We  could  not  datlon,  and  Bar  Harbor  would  require  us  to  go 

catalog  them.    I  had  some  cards  printed  and  put  either  the  first  two  weelu  In  July  or  at  any  time 

into  the  subject  catalog  which  said  something  in  September. 

like  this:  "A  number  of  pamphlets  still  uncata-        In  behalf  of  the  Indiana  librarians.  State  Ll- 

loged  on  this  subject  will  be  found  in  volume  brarian  Miss  M..  E.  Ahem  invited  the  Assocla- 

No.  so-and-so."    By  writing  the  name  of  the  tion  to  hold  its  meeting  in  1894  at  Indianapolis, 

subject  on  each  of  those  cards  and  distributing  and  gave  her  reasons  for  urging  the  claim. 
them  in  the  catalog  I  had  them  refer  to  catalog        Pres.  Dewey  introduced  Mrs.  Ralph  Traut- 

by  subject.  man,  of  New  York,    ist  vice-president  of  the 

C:  A.  Nelson.  —  That  is  the  custom  which  I  Board  of  Lady  Managers  of  the  World's  Colum- 

think  prevails  at  Columbia.    We  have  written  blan  Exposition,  who  welcomed  the  Association 

nnder  the  subject  heading  "  For  various  pam-  and  said  of  the  library  in  the  Woman's  Building : 

phlets  see  box  so-and-so."  "  Every  member  of  the  board  is  proud  of  it,  and 

Pres.  Dewey.  —  Sometimes  young  librarians  I  am  particularly  so,  being  a  New  York  woman, 

get  ofif  on  a  tangent  by  taking  advice  from  wise  because  the  decoration  of  the  room  was  a  gift 

sources  without  qualifying  it  to  fit  local  condi-  from  the  New  York  State  board  of  women  to  the 

tiotts.     If  we  have  money  enough  to  catalog  Woman's  Building,  and  also  because  of  the  large 

these  pamphlets  we  should  do  it,  but  the  library  collection  of  books  which  were  written  by  wom- 

that  is  limited  in  Its  means  must  have  the  good  en  who  were  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York." 
judgment  to  select  the  most  important  things  to        Mrs.  Isabella  Beecher  Hooker.  —  You  have 

do  as  far  as  money  and  time  last.     In  most  11-  with  you  our  Connecticut  librarian,  Miss  C.  M. 

tnraries  It  would  be  a  misfortune  to  have  20,000  He  wins,  and  I  hope  you  all  honor  her  as  we  do. 

pamphlets  given  if  more  important  work  must  She  is  a  tip-top  woman  and  a  tip- top  librarian. 


68  CHICAGO  CONFERENCE. 


I  congratulate  the  Association  that  they  have  EIGHTH  SESSION. 

elected  her  vice-president.  (Saturday  Morning.  July  22.) 

Pres.  Dewey.  —  I  came  out  here   on  official 

business  before  the  fair  opened  and  found  the  Held  by  inviution  of  Chicago  University  in 

woman's  building  by  far  the   most  advanced.  Cobb  Hall,  university  grounds. 

After  the  opening  I  came  in  here  and  found  all  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  9:15  A.M.. 

moving  as  smoothly  as  if  these  women,  and  not  C:  A.  Cutter,  vice-president  and  ex-president, 

their  brothers,  had  received  the  business  training  presiding. 

of  centuries.    A  score  of  people,  who  ought  to  W:  H.  Brett  read  the 

know,  have  all  told  me  that  the  woman's  restau-  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  cooperation  committee.  1893. 
rant  up-stairs  was   the  best  managed  on  the 

grounds.  I  am  sure  that  the  men  of  the  A.  L.  In  the  constitution  of  the  American  Library 
A.,  which  has  always  given  to  woman  full  recog-  Association,  adopted  at  its  formation  in  Phila- 
nition  as  co-workers,  will  share  my  pride  in  the  delphia  in  1876,  the  only  standing  committees 
splendid  showing  she  has  made  at  the  world's  mentioned  are  those  of  finance  and  co-opera- 
greatest  exposition.    Possibly  not  first  in  war,  tion. 

but  first  in  peace  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  her  The  duties  of  the  co-operation  committee  are 

countrymen.  defined  as  follows : 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  president  of  the  "  Sec.  6.  —  The  co-operation  committee  shall 
National  Board  of  Lady  Managers  has  just  en-  consider  and  report  upon  plans  designed  to  se- 
tered  the  room.  A  lady  who  is  as  graceful  and  cure  uniformity  and  economy  in  methods  of  ad- 
gracious  and  efficient  at  the  head  of  this  great  ministration  ;  and  the  Association,  board,  or  com- 
administrative  work  as  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  mittee  shall  have  power  to  refer  subjects  to 
most  beautiful,  hospitable,  and  palatial  homes  special  committees." 

for  which  this  wonderful  city  is  becoming  fa-  Sec.  16  of  the  revised  constitution  framed  at 

mous  —  Mrs.  Bertha  Honors  Palmer.  Lakewood  in  1892  says  :  "  The  committee  shall 

Mrs.  Bertha  Honors  Palmer.  —  I  am  most  consider  and  report  upon  plans  for  securing  im- 
gratified  to  have  reached  this  room  before  the  ad-  proveroent,  economy,  uniformity,  and  harmony 
joumment  of  this  able  body.  We  have  been  cog-  in  any  department  of  library  work."  thus  stating 
nixant  of  what  the  Library  Association  has  been  more  fully  the  duties  of  the  committee,  and  de- 
doing  from  its  inauguration,  and  as  soon  as  our  scribing  the  lines  upon  which  it  has  been  work- 
board  commenced  its  work  we  put  ourselves  in  irg  during  the  intervening  years, 
communication  with  Mr.  Dewey,  who  has  been  The  Library  journal  of  March,  1877,  in  com- 
our  good  adviser  and  friend  throughout.  Through  menting  on  the  organization  of  the  Association, 
his  kindly  influence  and  mediation  we  have  been  gays  :  "  Of  the  standing  committees,  that  on  co- 
able  to  show  in  this  building  the  work  of  expert  operation  will  probably  prove  the  most  important 
librarians  in  this  country,  and  we  feel  very  much  organ  of  the  Association,  as  most  of  the  practical 
gratified  that  in  this  work  women  bear  so  distin-  work  will  fall  to  its  share  or  to  that  of  its  sub- 
guished  a  part.    We  feel  that  it  is  one  of  the  new  committees." 

avocations  that  are  being  fitted  to  the  intelligence.  It  is  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  review  briefly 
refinement,  and  system,  and  order,  and  many  oth-  the  work  of  this  committee  during  the  17  years 
er  qualities  that  are  shown  pre-eminently  by  wom-  intervening  between  the  first  and  the  present 
en.  and  while  we  are  glad  to  work  under  the  lead-  meeting  of  the  Amerkan  Library  Association* 
ership  of  men  we  are  pleased  that  our  own  sex  has  meetings  which  are  memorable  as  being  coinci- 
shown  such  unusual  qualifications  and  atuined  dent  in  time  and  place  with  great  expositions, 
such  distinction  in  that  line.  We  hope  that  this  and  as  being  enriched  by  the  presence  of  mem- 
work  may  spread  all  over  the  world  and  that  this  bers  of  our  profession  from  across  the  sea« 
avocation  may  become  as  popular  in  ether  coun-  Only  from  the  files  of  the  Lih^ary  j^mmal 
tries  as  it  has  in  this,  for  I  understand  that  women  and  the  Proceedings  of  the  Association  during 
librarians  in  other  countries  are  comparatively  1S76  and  the  years  immediately  following  can 
unknown.  We  hope  that  your  influence  may  we  who  have  since  taken  up  this  work  realize 
spread  and  radiate,  and  I  am  sure  that  all  foreign-  how  vast  was  the  field  which  the  Association  and 
ers  who  are  here  will  have  an  opportunity  of  its  committees  had  to  cover,  how  important  and 
learning  from  yon.  various  the  problems  which  it  must  solve. 

Recess  till  Saturday  morning.  Hitherto  there  had  b^en  pQ  organized  atumpl 
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at  matiial  helpfulaess.    Each  libnurian  did  that  collection,  at  the  office  of  the  Library  journal ^ 

which  aeemed  beit  lo  hif  own  eyei,  devised  of  a  bibliothecal  museum. 

his  own  methods  and  solved  his  own  probTemi,  It  discussed  and  reported  upon  the  various 

often  struggling  painfully  over  questions  which  stylesandmaterlalsforbindiog,  upon  temporary 

had  already  been  answered  satisfactorily  in  other  binders  and  the  use  of  paper  for  covers, 

libraries.   To  remedy  this  condition,  to  place  the  It  prepared  an  abridged  form  of  rules  for  lend- 

knowledge  and  methods  of  each  at  the  service  ing  libraries,  for  use  upon  members'  cards  and 

of  all.  was  the  first  care  of  the  Association,  aiKl  on  book-plates.     It  formulated  tables  for  the 

to  accomplish  this,  one  chosen  instrument  was  presentation  of  library  statistics,  in  order  that 

t&e  co-operation  committee.  by  uniformity  of  statement  comparisons  might 

It  was  considered  important  that  the  members  be  made.  It  reported  a  table  of  standard  ab- 
of  the  co-operation  committee  should  be  lo-  brevlatlons  for  catalogers.  Of  great  importance 
cated  near  each  other,  in  order  that  they  might  was  its  recommendation  that  uniform  sizes  for 
meet  frequently.  The  first  committee,  whose  library  blanks  be  adopted.  Using  the  measure- 
valuable  service  covered  a  period  of  five  years,  ment  in  centimeters  as  reported  by  the  special 
consisted  of  Mr.  Cutter,  librarian  of  the  Boston  committee  on  sizes  of  printed  books,  it  recom- 
AtheuKum  ;  Mr.  Perkins,  of  the  Boston  Public  mended  that  all  accession,  shelf,  bindery,  and 
Library,  and  Mr.  Jackson,  of  the  Newton  Free  other  blanks,  and  all  catalog  cards,  should  be 
Library.  After  five  years,  Mr.  Jackson  was  sue-  made  in  regular  sizes,  each  dimension  of  which 
ceeded  by  Mr.  Tillinghast,  of  the  Massachusetts  should  be  a  multiple  of  two  and  one-half  cen- 
Slate  Library,  and  Mr.  Perkins  by  Mr.  Scudder,  of  timeters,  and  that  necessarily  all  binders,  en- 
the  Harvard  College  Library.  Thus  for  the  first  velopes,  boxes,  trays,  and  cases  be  made  of  cor- 
leven  years  of  its  work  the  co-operation  com-  responding  sizes.  The  committee  also  under- 
mittee  was  entirely  from  Boston,  Newton  be-  took  to  establish  a  supply  department  for  the 
ing  practically  a  part  of  Boston,  and  it  con-  purpose  of  furnishing  these  articles.  The  in- 
tinoed  nnder  the  efficient  leadership  of  iu  first  tention  was  to  sell  to  all  libraries  at  cost,  and  to 
chairman,  Mr.  Cutter.  At  the  first  meeting  of  all  others  at  a  moderate  profit.  The  advantages 
the  committee,  the  secretary  of  the  American  hoped  for  were  :  first,  uniformly  good  quality  ; 
Ubrmry  Association.  Mr.  Dewey,  was  chosen  second,  economy  through  the  purchase  of  large 
secretary  of  the  committee,  and  continued  to  act  quantities  ;  third,  uniformity  of  style  and  size  in 
in  that  capacity  until  the  organization  of  the  order  that  libraries  might  have  the  advantage  of 
"Readers  and  Writers  Economy  Company,"  in  co-operative  work,  especially  In  cataloging.  It 
1879.  will  thus  be   seen  that  within  its  first  year  the 

During  its  first  year  the  committee  met  nearly  committee  reported  and  the  Association  adopted 
every  month,  and  made  no  less  than  five  formal  many  of  those  methods  which  are  still  in  opera- 
reports,  which  are  published  in  the  first  volume  tion,  and  have  been  approved  by  the  experience 
of  the  Likrary  journal.  The  variety  of  sub-  of  years.  Much  praise  as  Is  due  to  the  commlt- 
jects  included  In  these  and  the  subsequent  re-  tee,  however,  it  would  be  unfair  to  attribute  all 
ports  is  great.  No  branch  of  library  economy,  this  achievement  to  its  sole  effort.  It  Is  evident 
so  subject  directly  connected  with  It  or  remotely  from  the  papers  and  discussions  at  the  first  and 
bearing  upon  it,  but  appears  at  some  time  to  second  meetings  of  the  American  Library  Asso- 
have  been  considered  and  reported  upon.  A  elation,  and  from  articles  contributed  to  the 
review  of  its  first  year's  work  will  enable  us  bet-  Library  journal,  that  there  was  an  earnest  in- 
ter to  understand  the  disadvantages  under  which  terest  in  these  practical  subjects  throughout  the 
the  libraries  of  the  country  were  laboring  be-  Association,  and  a  desire  to  help  along  the  good 
fore  the  organization  of  the  American  Library  work,  without  which  the  efforts  of  the  committee 
Association,  and  to  realize  the  advancement  would  not  have  availed, 
made  since  its  establishment.  The  supply  department  already  mentioned  was 

From  the  beginning  of  its  work,  the  commit-  operated  for  about  three  years  under  the  im- 
tee  spared  no  pains  to  inform  itself  of  every  mediate  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  Assoc  la- 
improved  method  or  appliance  In  use  in  any  tion,  Mr.  Dewey.  It  was  undertaken  solely  for 
library,  and  to  place  the  information  at  the  the  improvement  of  library  methods  and  the 
service  of  all.  To  this  end  it  corresponded  ex-  supply  of  the  best  appliances  and  materials. 
tensively,  examined  and  reported  upon  a  great  The  business  to  June  30,  1879,  according  to  the 
variety  of  plans  and  devices,  and  undertook  the  report  of  the  secretary  bearing  that  date,  amount- 
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ed  to  more  than  $6,000,  and  the  net  loss  thereon  were  held  at  Columbia  College,  at  which  three 

had  been  |i8o.  plans   for   co-operative    cataloging    were    dis- 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  same  date  cussed.     They  were  as  follows  : 

speaks  of  the  work  of  the  supply  department  i.  Indexes  of  general  and  monographic  Hter- 

about  as  follows :  "  As  the  committee  had  been  ature,  including  scientific   transactions,  essays, 

authorized  by  the  American  Library  Association  etc. 

to  establish  a  supply  department,  but  had  not  2.  Printing  cards  of  new  books  for  a  card  cata^ 

been  authorized  to  spend  any  money,  they  very  log. 

reluctantly,  that  is,  reluctantly  as  to  his  interests,  3.  An  American  Library  Association  catalog 
had  permitted  the  secretary  to  undertake  the  of  a  popular  library  of  10,000  volumes, 
business  with  the  understanding  that  the  profit,  The  result  of  these  discussions  was  given  to 
if  any,  should  accrue  to  the  Association,  and  the  the  Milwaukee  meeting  in  the  report  of  the  corn- 
loss,  if  any,  should  fall  to  the  secretary,"  an  mlttee,  W:  I.  Fletcher,  chairman.  This  report 
uniquely  unselfish  arrangement  The  work  of  recommended  that  an  index  of  essays  and  scien- 
the  department  had  stimulated  an  extraordinary  tific  periodicals  should  be  made  by  the  Associa- 
frultfulness  of  invention  and  many  important  im-  tion.  This  recommendation  was  referred  to  a 
provements  had  been  suggested.  As  the  utility  special  committee  which  reported  at  a  subse- 
of  the  work  had  been  demonstrated,  they  recom-  quent  session,  advising  the  organization  of  a  sec- 
mended  that  the  stock  and  good- will  be  turned  tion  of  the  American  Library  Association  for 
over  to  the  newly  organized  "  Readers  and  the  purpose  of  "  procuring  the  publication  of  co- 
Writers  Economy  Company."  This  was  after  a  operative  indexes,  catalogs,  and  bibliographies." 
time  succeeded  by  the  Library  Bureau,  which.  In  accordance  with  this  recommendation  the 
though  conducted  strictly  as  a  business  enter-  publishing  section  was  organized, 
prise,  has  rendered  invaluable  service  to  libraries.  This  section  made  progress  in  one  of  the  plans 
and  has  in  the  extension  of  its  business  made  discussed  in  the  Columbia  College  meetings  in 
available  and  widely  introduced  for  commercial  1886  by  the  publication  of  the  A.  L.  A.  index, 
purposes  methods  and  devices  which  had  their  Another  is  admirably  carried  out  by  the  publica- 
origin  in  libraries.  Although  this  branch  of  its  tion  of  the  catalog  of  the  model  library  of  the 
work  was  thus  to  an  extent  otherwise  provided  library  exhibit.  The  third,  that  of  printed  cata- 
for,  the  co-operation  committee  has  continued  log  cards  of  new  books,  we  are  informed  is  un- 
to look  out  for  and  report  at  the  successive  dertaken  in  earnest  by  the  Library  Bureau,  and  in 
meetings  of  the  American  Library  Association  the  near  future  will  be  carried  out  energetically, 
such  improvements  in  apparatus  as  appeared  Thus  we  rejoice  that  the  Association  and  com- 
worthy  of  mention.  mil  tee  see  at  least  the  beginning  of  the  accom- 

One  of  the  important  matters  which  interested  plishment  of  the  most  important  plans  projected 

the  committee  from  the  beginning  was  that  of  co-  from  its  first  meetings. 

operative  cataloging.  The  desirability  and  pos-  The  report  of  1890  at  "  Fabyan's,"  W.  S.  Bis- 
sibility  of  an  American  Library  Association  in-  coe,  chairman,  clearly  stated  the  two  directions 
dex  of  general  literature  and  of  various  special  in  which  the  committee  had  been  working;  name- 
indexes  was  discussed  with  growing  hopefulness  ly,  practical  library  economy  and  bibliography; 
at  successive  meetings  of  the  committee  and  the  noted  the  changed  conditions,  and  suggested  the 
Association.  In  1883  was  begun  the  co  operative  need  of  a  more  precise  definition  of  the  duties  of 
continuation  of  Poole's  index  of  1882.     This  has  the  committee. 

been  developed  into  the  indispensable  annual  in-  The  report  of  1891,  C:  A.  Cutter,  chairmao, 

dex  and  the  supplements,  edited  by  Mr.  Fletcher,  and  of  1892,  G.  M.  Jones,  chairman,  described  a 

An  index  of  current  obituaries  for  18S2  was  variety  of  practical  devices,  and  the  latter  pro- 

also  published.  jected  a  plan  for  a  subject  index,  which  was 

In  1882  the  committee  sent  out  circulars  of  in-  promptly  placed  for  execution  in  the  haodi  of 

quiry  in  regard  to  the  use  of  objectionable  fiction  a  special  committee. 

in  libraries,  but  were  apparently  unable  to  obtain  A  review  of  the  work  of  the  committee  shows 

a  consensus  of  opinion  on  the  subject  satisfactory  that  during  the  first  years  of  its  existence  it  was 

for  publication,  and  the  results  were  filed  In  the  a  compact  working  body.     It   met  frequently, 

Bibliothecal  Museum,  in  ms.  and  by  its  wisely  directed  labors  systematized 

In  1886,  after  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  com-  American  library  economy   in  about  the  fonn 

mittee  had  shifted  to  New  York,  two  meetings  which  it  still  reuins. 
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After  these  early  jcub  the  method  of  iu  use-  reply  two  f uggestions.    One  of  these  urged  as 

iialfien  changei.    As  the  skirmish  line  scattered  specially  worthy  of  consideration  some   plan 

In  sdTance  locates  the  enemy  and  lesTcs  him  to  which  would  render  the    publications    of   the 

be  dealt  with  by  the  advancing  column,  so  the  United  States  government  more  available.    This 

co-operation  committee  daring  these  later  years  is  a  matter  the  importance  of  which  we  all  rec- 

has  lather  indicated  the  problems  to  be  solved  ognize.    Mr.  Ames'  list  of  publications  of  dif- 

than  attempted  their  solution,  has  rather  sug-  ferent  departments  has  shed  light  upon  a  dark 

tested  the  work  to  be  done  than  undertaken  its  subject.    Can  we  not  have  a  complete  index  to 

accomplishment.  the  publications  of  our  own  government  to  sup- 

We  have  already  mentioned  that  the  Library  ply  the  place  in  the  past  that  Poore's  index  does 
Bnreaa  was  the  direct  outgrowth  of  the  supply  not  fill  ?  This  would  assist  the  librarians  and 
department  organized  by  the  co-operation  com-  give  the  legislators  themselves  an  idea  of  what 
mlttee.  By  its  energetic  business  methods  and  they  are  paying  out  the  people's  money  to  pub- 
Its  alertness  in  discovering  and  placing  improved  lisb.  How  this  can  be  accomplished  we  leave 
apparatus  at  the  service  of  libraries,  it  has  les-  in  the  hands  of  our  Association  to  decide.  An- 
sened  the  necessity  of  the  action  of  the  commit-  other  suggestion  which  was  made  to  the  con- 
tee  In  this  fieki.  In  the  field  of  bibliography  its  gress  by  a  member  of  the  American  Library 
place  has  been  iilled  by  the  publishing  section.  Association  seems  worthy  of  consideration  ; 
There  still  remains  to  it,  however,  the  important  should  we  not  have  in  this  country  collections 
fanction  of  Improving  library  methods,  and  it  of  the  valuable  government  publications  of  other 
mayalso.asheretofore,  be  on  thealertforoppor-  nations?  Certain  libraries  might  be  named  as 
tonities  of  advance  in  any  department,  even  repositories,  and  by  a  system  of  exchange  re- 
thongh  the  suggestions  it  makes  be  referred  ceive  the  more  imporunt  publications  of  Canada, 
for  conskieratlon  and  execution  to  other  com-  Great  Britain,  Germany,  France,  Italy,  etc. 
mittees.  As  regards  library  appliances,  the  ample  op- 

As  has  already  been  noted,  in  the  early  days  of  portunities  which  the  World's  Fair  Library  ex- 
the  co-operation  committee  it  prepared  a  form  hibit  gives  to  examine  and  compare  all,  both 
of  tables  for  library  statistics,  the  adoption  of  new  and  old,  good,  comparatively  good,  and 
which  it  recommended  for  the  sake  of  securing  superseded  appliances,  relieves  the  co-opera- 
naiformity.  This  recommendation  has  not  been  tion  committee  from  the  necessity  of  present- 
generally  adopted  for  the  obvious  reason  that  it  ing  samples  and  descriptions  of  new  devices, 
is  more  important  to  each  library  that  its  su-  We  simply  recommend  our  members  to  study 
tistics  should  be  in  such  form  as  to  be  readily  carefully  the  material  library  exhibit  at  the 
compared  with  its  own  work  of  previous  years  World's  Fair. 

than  with  that  of  other  libraries.  Your  commit-  A  handsome  steel  shelving  which  will  be  put 
tee  recommend  that  the  Association  take  action  into  the  new  library  of  the  Chicago  Historical 
to  have  a  table  or  tables  drawn  up,  which  shall  Society  can  be  seen  in  the  Monadnock  Building 
compactly  contain  those  points  upon  which  it  is  opposite  the  post-office,  in  the  office  of  the  Fen- 
interesting  to  compare  the  work  of  different  li-  ton  Metallic  Manufacturing  Company. 
brarles,  and  recommend  that  all  libraries  add  A  catalog  case  in  which  the  drawers  run 
this  table  or  tables  to  those  already  published,  both  ways,  which  has  been  made  to  order,  can 
They  will  thus,  while  securing  the  continuity  of  be  seen  in  the  order-room  of  the  Newberry  Li- 
their  own  records,  give  also  a  basis  for  the  cal-  brary,  and  another,  a  model  of  one  made  for 
eolation  of  the  statistics  of  all  libraries.  the  St.  Louis   Public   Library,  at  the   Library 

2.  Your  committee  respectfully  suggests  that  Bureau. 

in  the  line  of  indexes  one  to  translations  buried.  The  Rudolph  Indexer,  which  may  be  discussed 
as  often  happens,  In  collections  of  original  works  in  comparison  with  other  forms  of  cataloging 
and  unrelated  subjects  be  had  in  view.  This  at  the  session  on  cataloging  on  Saturday  morn- 
work,  the  suggestion  of  which  comes  from  our  ing,  Is  worthy  the  careful  examination  of  each 
English  brethren,  might  engage  co-operation  member  of  the  Association. 
from  them  also.  Respectfully  submitted. 

3.  Hoping  to  enrich   our  report  with  sug-  Wm.  H.  Brktt, 
gestions  and  ideas  from  the  libraries  of  the  coun-  Edith  E.  Clarke, 
try,  nearly  three  hundred  circulars  of  inquiry  Horace  Kephart, 
were  sent  out.     This  led  to  our  receiving  in  Committee. 
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Library  statistics.  Index  for  translations ^  etc, 

G.  M.  JONis.  —  I  adopted  for  my  library  the  W:  C.  Lane  having  called  attention  to  a  cir- 

co-operation  committee's  form  of  report  as  far  cular  from  Mr.  W.  E.  A.  Axon,  of  England,  io 

as  applicable,  bnt  I  did  find  that  their  finan-  which  he  announced  that  he  was  preparing  just 

cial  schedule  was  not  exactly  what  was  wanted,  this  thing,  Pres.  Dewey  moved  that  it  be  read  by 

It  seemed  to  be  too  much  divided.     I  think  it  title  so  as  to  be  incorporated  in  the  published 

should  be  remade  in  the  light  ot  our  experience,  proceedings,  and  that  after  being  read  by  title  It 

W:  H.  Brett.  —  All  of  us  who  have  attempted  be  referred  to  the  publishing  section  for  action, 

to  make  a  comparison  of  the  work  of  a  number  Voted. 

of  libraries  for  any  purpose  have  found  a  diffi-  -^«<^  '*  P^^^^^  documents. 

culty  in  the  variety  of  forms  used  by  different  Pres.   Dewey  read  three  letters  from   Mr. 

libraries.    Of  course  no  library  wishes  to  change  Ames. 

radically  Its  method  of  giving  statistics  because  *'  The  subject  of  public  documents  will    of 

that  would  make  comparison  with  its  own  pre-  course  receive  some  attention  at  your  meeting, 

vious  work  difficult.    Our  idea  is  to  have  an  I  regret  exceedingly  that  the  committee  will  not 

additional  table  which  would  give  a  few  points  be  able  to  make  a  more  satisfactory  report  as  to 

that  we  want  to  compare  ;  for  instance,  the  size  the  action  of  Congress  regarding  this  matter, 

of  the  town,  amount  of  income,  expenditure,  We  have  all  been  very  grievously  disappointed  in 

size  of  the  library,  volumes  In  circulation,  and  the  failure  of  the  printing  bill.   It  seemed  at  one 

soon.    We  do  not  care  for  the  mass  of  detail  time  that  there  was  very  little  doubt  of  Its  passing 

that  so  many  library  reports  contain.  in  a  form  that  would  in  most  respects  have  met 

F:  M.  Crunden.  —  In  examining  library  re-  the  wishes  of  the  librarians  and  of  all  others  who 

ports  I  have  found  that  some  of  the  most  im-  are  specially  interested  in  the  subject,  but  through 

portant  statistics  are  omitted.    There  are  certain  complications  and  delays  which  are  apt  to  arise 

fundamental  things  that  everybody  wants  to  know  in  such  bodies  as  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 

in  regard    to   the   library.      Those  should  be  sentatlves,  it  finally  failed.     It  is  now  perhaps 

brought  out  clearly_and  distinctly,  and  I  special-  useless  to  discuss  the  chief  causes  of  this  failure, 

ly  deprecate  the  practice  of  making  very  elab-  I  cannot,  however,  but  think  that  if  there  had 

orate  tables  showing  what  the  library  did  in  been  no  opposition  to  the  bill  on  the  part  of 

every  year  of  its  history  and  what  it  did  in  every  those  who  are  pecuniarily  interested  In  keeping 

month,  all  in  one  table.     What  we  want  to  matters  as  they  are,  it  would  have  readily  passed, 

know  most  of  all  is  what  the  library  did  that  Those  who  have  not  given  special  attention  to 

particular  year.    As  a  rule  I  find  those  reports  the  difficulties  In  the  way  of  such  a  measure  can 

most  interesting  which  are  compiled  and  pre-  have  little  idea  of  the  opposition  to  it  that  comes 

pared  by  the  librarian  and  those  least  interesting  from  various  sources  based  on  nothing  whatever 

which  are  made  up  by  the  trustees.  but  some  selfish  interest.   Legitimate  opposition 

Pres.  Dewey.  —  We  have  all  had  this  expert-  can  readily  be  met,  and  a  bill  of  this  nature  be 
ence  in  regard  to  statistics,  and  I  am  sure  we  are  easily  modified  when  there  are  good  and  satis- 
agreed  as  to  the  desirability  of  having  some  factory  reasons  for  such  modification,  but  it  is 
form  from  which  we  can  work.  I  therefore  not  so  easy  to  meet  and  overcome  opposition 
move  that  the  co-operation  committee  submit  which  comes  from  the  sources  suggested, 
to  the  council  for  their  approval  a  scheme  of  "It  seemed  to  me  that  there  was  abundant  time 
statistics  to  be  recommended  by  the  Association  after  the  bill  went  to  conference  for  action  to  be 
both  for  full  and  condensed  reports.  Let  us  taken  by  the  two  committees,  so  modifying  it  as 
have  a  short  form,  all  of  which  every  library  to  meet  the  reasonable  wishes  of  the  House  I 
shall  be  urged  to  use,  and  a  very  full  form,  from  think  myself  it  would  have  been  better  to  have 
which  each  library  can  take  as  much  as  it  sees  sacrificed  that  portion  of  the  bill  which  provides 
fit.  Whatever  is  taken  will  then  be  in  form  for  for  the  establishment  of  the  new  office  of  super- 
comparison.  The  difficulty  is  that  each  man  intendent  of  documents  and  for  the  conference 
takes  a  little  different  standpoint.  committee  to  have  reported  the  bill  with  that 

C:  A.  Cutter.  —  From  my  experience  as  edi-  section  left  out,  imposing  the  duty  of  indexing 

tor  of  the  Library  journal  in  compiling  the  and  cataloging  public  documents  upon  the  present 

monthly  abstracts  of  statistics  I  can  confirm  all  superintendent  of  documents,  and  I  so  advised 

that  Mr.  Crunden  has  said  against  the  present  and  urged  the  committees  to  act.  They,  however, 

method  of  giving  statistics.  seemed  to  prefer  that  the  bill  should  fail  rather 

Mr.  Dewey's  motion  was  carried.  than  these  modifications  should  be  made. 
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"  Now  I  do  not  bellewe  there  Is  good  ground  for  office  in  the  matter  of  exchange  of  public  docu- 
belng  orer-nrach  dlsconraged,  for  I  thinlc  that  if  ments,  which  worlc  I  am  prosecuting  to  the  ez- 
the  members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  will  still  continue  tent  of  my  ability.  Of  course  the  regular  cur- 
thelr  efforts  toward  securing  the  legislation  de-  rent  work  of  the  office  must  receive  constant  and 
sired  and  bring  their  influence  to  bear  upon  the  immediate  [attention.  leaving  what  is  in  a  meas- 
53d  Congress,  as  thej  did  upon  the  52d,  all  or  ure  our  voluntary  work  to  be  taken  up  whenever 
nearif  all  tliat  is  desired  can  be  accomplished,  this  can  be  done.  I  have  been  able  to  respond 
Tlie  last  convenatlon  I  had  with  Mr.  Richardson,  to  nearly  all  the  libraries  that  have  so  far  filed 
diainnan  of  the  House  committee,  was  to  the  check-lists  with  me,  and  I  think  in  most  cases 
effect  that  he  liad  not  at  all  relinquished  his  pur-  the  work  has  been  very  much  to  the  advantage 
pose  of  passing  the  bill  and  carrying  it  to  a  sue-  of  these  libraries.  So  far  only  about  200  have 
cessfnl  condnsion.  He  will  probably  be  the  entered  into  co-operation  with  me  in  this  enter- 
diairman  of  the  House  committee  In  the  next  prise,  so  that  there  are  still  a  large  number  of 
Congress  and  I  think  will  reintroduce  the  bill,  important  public  and  college  libraries  that  have 
irith  some  modifications,  early  in  the  session.  I  failed  to  show  any  interest  in  this  work  of  ex- 
hawe  not  learned  whether  he  has  had  any  con-  change  and  of  supplying  deficiencies.  I  would 
ference  with  the  Senate  committee  on  the  sub-  be  glad,  therefore,  to  have  you  call  the  attention 
ject,  but  after  the  discussion  which  took  place  of  the  librarians  assembled  in  the  approaching 
during  the  last  Congress  and  with  the  light  that  conference  to  this  matter  and  to  request  those 
was  then  thrown  upon  the  subject,  I  believe  it  who  have  not  yet  submitted  their  check-lists 
will  be  perfectly  practicable  to  secure  favorable  showing  deficiencies  in  their  respective  libraries 
action  of  the  two  houses  upon  a  new  bill  that  to  do  so  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  Very  many 
shall  be  formulated  in  the  main  upon  the  lines  of  of  the  scarcer  publications  of  the  government 
the  old  bill,  with  such  changes  as  will  meet  cer-  are  rapidly  becoming  exhausted,  so  that  the  soon- 
tain  legitimate  objections  that  were  made  to  It.  er  any  library  which  desires  to  receive  benefit 
So  I  hope  the  conference  will  resolve  to  prose-  from  this  system  of  exchange  submits  its  list 
cute  their  efforts  with  vigor  and  will  appoint  a  the  more  likely  It  is  to  secure  the  volumes  de. 
committee  to  take  charge  of  the  matter  who  sired.  Of  course  the  larger  the  number  of  libra- 
siiall,  if  necessary,  come  in  a  body  to  this  city  at  ries  entering  into  co-operation  in  this  matter  the 
the  proper  time  to  enforce  their  wishes  by  per-  greater  the  advantage  that  will  accrue  on  the 
sonal  interviews  upon  senators  and  representa-  average  to  them  all.  I  have  sent  out  my  check- 
tives.  list  to  nearly  all  our  public  libraries,  but  If  any 

"  As  yon  know,  at  the  last  session  Congress  of  the  librarians  have  failed  to  receive  it,  or  have 

anthorized  the  publication  of  a  comprehensive  mislaid  it,  other  copies  will  be  supplied  on  ap- 

Indez  of  the  documents  of  the  last  two  Congresses  plication." 

upon  which  I  have  been  at  odd  hours  engaged  Letter  No.  3. — "I  take  it  for  granted  that 
for  some  time  past.  This  is  a  work  that  I  can  the  members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  will  continue  to 
do  only  when  the  ordinary  current  work  of  the  urge  upon  Congress  their  wishes  for  some  larger 
oflke  allows,  and  so  the  preparation  of  the  index  provision  in  the  matter  of  the  distribution  of 
has  not  made  very  rapid  progress.  I  hope,  how-  public  documents  to  libraries.  I  think  it,  how- 
ever, should  I  be  retained  in  office,  to  have  it  ever,  important  that  they  should  come  to  some 
ready  for  publication  early  in  the  winter.  This  as  nearly  as  possible  unanimous  conclusion  as  to 
will  be  a  tentative  effort,  rather  a  suggestion  of  precisely  what  they  will  demand  or  request  of 
what  an  index  of  public  documents  should  be  Congress.  Nearly  all  of  our  librarians  are  fa- 
than  one  that  will  cover  satisfactorily  the  entire  miliar  with  what  is  called  the  printing  bill,  intro- 
snbject.  However,  I  hope  that  I  may  be  able  to  duced  by  Manderson  and  Richardson  in  the  two 
finish  the  work  and  have  It  published  for  the  houses  at  the  last  session.  If  the  provisions  of 
sake  of  eliciting  suggestions  and  criticisms  that  that  bill  so  far  as  they  relate  to  libraries  are  sat- 
wm  enable  me,  or  my  successor,  to  prepare  an  isfactory,  then  all  that  would  be  important  would 
Index  that  will  be  in  all  respects  satisfactory  to  be  for  the  conference  so  to  declare;  but  if  there 
our  librarians  and  to  others  who  have  occasion  are  modifications  of  the  bill  which  are  deemed 
to  use  our  government  publications."  desirable,  such  modifications  should  be  definitely 

Letter  No.  2.  —  "I  wish  to  add  a  postscript  agreed  upon  so  that  there  should  be  no  divided 

to  the  letter  sent  you  a  few  days  since.     I  think  counsels  when  the  matter  comes  to  be  pressed 

I  made  no  reference  In  that  to  the  work  of  my  upon  the  attention  of  Congress. 
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'*Two  things  I  have  been  most  urgently  en-  was  a  part  of  the  effort  made  to  defeat  the  pnbli- 

deavoring  to  secure,  viz.,  provision  that  would  cation  of  the  index  upon  which  I  have  been  at 

secure  for  what  are  known  as  depositories  of  work,  but  which  I  do  not  think  will  be  found  to 

public  documents  a  copy  of  each  and  every  pub-  interfere  in  any  material  respect  with  any  private 

lication  issued  by  ihe  government,  to  be  regu-  enterprise  in  this  direction,  the  character  of  the 

larly  supplied  in  vittue  of  permanent  lairs,  and  index  upon  which   I  am  at  work  differing  so 

also  provision  for  an  additional  number  of  libra-  widely  from  any  other  that  it  would  not  be  likely 

ries  to  be  supplied  with  the  more  valuable  pub-  to  interfere  with  other  interests  ;  but  even  if  it 

lications  of  the  government,  but  not  necessarily  should,  I  do  not  think  It  reasonable  that  private 

with  all.  interests  should  be  allowed  to  interfere  seriously 

"  Secondly.    Provision  for  the  preparation  on  with  a  public  enterprise  which  would  very  great- 

the  part  of  the  government  itself  of  a  compre-  ly  inure  to  the  advantage  of  all  libraries  and  of 

hensive  index  of  public  documents  that  should  all  others  who  have  an  interest  in  public  docu- 

be  issued  annually  and  should  cover  the  whole  ments. 

ground.     From  my  standpoint  nothing  less  than  "I  desire,  however,  to  emphasize  the  importance 

this  will  be  satisfactory,  and  I  judge  that  all  our  of  being  thoroughly  agreed  upon  what  we  are  to 

librarians  will  be  a  unit  In  their  desire  for  these  ask  of  Congress,  so  that  we  can  all  pull  together 

two  provisions.  and  thus  make  this  a  last  and  a  successful  effort." 

*'  Of  course,  personally,  I  should  be  more  than  On  motion  of  Mr.  Dewey  the  communications 

glad  to  have  some  radical  reforms  introduced  in  were  referred  to  the  resolutions  committee, 

the  matter  of  the  printing  and  distribution  of  ^     _ 

^     .     ^            *^                          ,  ,        *  FOURTH   RECOMMENDATION  OF  CO-OPERATION 

documents,  and  also  more  adequate  provision  for 
the  sale  of  documents  than  now  exists,  but  rather 

than  jeopardize  the  accomplishment  of  what  is  W.  S.    BiscoE.  -  Belgium  and  France  have 

specially  impoiUnt  in  the  interests  of  libraries  «'*'«^«<*  ^^'^  *«  agreement  for  the  exchange  of 

these  last  two  items  can  be  left  out  of  any  bill  documents,  and  I  think  there  should  be  ceruio 

to  be.  introduced  at  the  next  session,  provided  P^^^"  ^°  ^*^^»  <^^»"«'y  '^^^''^  "^^  «°"^<*  ""^^"^ 

the  chairmen  of  the  two  committees  are  willing  ^^^^^"^^  German,  and  other  foreign  documents, 

to  eliminate  from  the  old  bill  such  provisions.  ^  '"^^^  ^^*'  *  committee  be  appointed  by  the 

I  do  not  think  myself  that  it  will  be  practicable  «»ccutive   committee  to    take    this    matter    in 

to  secure  the  establishment  of  a  new  office  of  su-  charge. 

perintendent  of  documenu  who  shall  have  charge  ^-  ^«  J^N"^-  ^  The  Massachusetts  State  Ubra^ 

of  the  distflbution  of  all  the  publications  of  the  "T  already  has  a  large  collection  of  such  docu- 

governmcnl,  at  least  until  a  new  priming  office  ™«°^»-    ^^  impression  is  that  it  is  the  only  large 

is  erected  and  storage-rooms  for  documents  pro-  collection  in  the  country,  with  the  exception, 

vided  in  immediate  conjunction  with  said  office.  PC'^aps,  of  that  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

There  is  no  question  in  my  mind  as  to  the  practi-  P«s-  D'WEY.  -  It  would  be  well  to  have  a 

cal  wisdom  of  such  an  office,  but  the  opposition  committee  of  three  librarians  specially  interested 

to  its  esublishment  with  authority  to  introduce  ^^  '^**  ^^  ^^^^"^  *^  "P- 

business  principles  into  this  part  of  the  govern-  W:  H.  Brett.  — In  a  visit  to  Otuwa  as  a 

ment  administration  is  so  great  from  various  member  of  the  committee  I  took  some  pains  to 

quarters  that  it  will  probably  have  to  be  relin-  ^"^^  "P  ^^«  P^^ic  documents.     I  received  the 

quished  for  the  present.  utmost  courtesy,  and  made  arrangements,  and 

••  I  do  not  think,  however,  that  there  ought  to  a^"  receiving  now  at  the  Cleveland  Library  all 

be  the  least  abandonment  of  our  effort  to  secure  documents  of  the  most  important  departments 

the   indexing  of  our  public  documents  by  the  o^  the  Dominion  government.    There  is  a  great 

government  itself,  and  all  private  parties  who  deal  that  is  very  valuable  in  them, 

may  have  been   heretofore  interested   in  such  W.  S.  Biscoe.— We  are  receiving  the  Canadian 

work  should,  in  view  of  the  great  advantages  to  documents  at  Albany.    We  are  also  getting  some 

all  concerned,  withdraw  their  opposition.     The  ^rom  other  foreign  countries, 

character  of  said  opposition  was  very  clearly  In-  Miss  E.  M.  Chandler.  —  The  Buffalo  Library 

dkated  in  the  Jetter  that  was  sent  to  Mr.  Holman  receives  the  Canadian  documents  gratis, 

at  the  last  session  as  a  confidential  communica-  Miss  E.  E.  Clarke.  —  The  Newberry  Library 

tion,  but  which  was  inadvertently  read  by  the  b  very  much  interested  in  foreign  documenu  and 

clerk  of  the  House  and  so  made  public.    This  receives  them  by  purchase.    It  would  be  greatly 
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to  fMX  adTAQtace  If  thb  forelgo  docnment  com-  less  than  five  other  schools,  which  hsTe  been  es- 

■ittee  ihonid  be  organiied.  Ublished  since  its  success  was  assured,  that  are 

Mr.  AifDRKWa.  —  If  any  librarian  wants  to  doing  good  worlc  in  the  same   lines.      These 

coomlt  Italian  documents,  they  may  be  found  in  schools  are  located  respectively  at  the  Pratt  In- 

the  Boston  Inatltute  of  Technology.  stitote,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  ;  the  Drexel  Institute, 

Mr.  Biacoe'a  motion  that  a  committee  be  ap-  in  Philadelphia ;  the  Armour  Institute,  in  Chi- 

polnted  by  the   executive   committee    to  talce  cago.  111.  ;  the  Free  Public  Library  of  Los  An- 

charge  of  the  matter  of  foreign  documents  was  geies,  Cal.,  and  the  Summer  School,  conducted 

paacd.  by  Mr.  Fletcher,  at  Amherst,  Mass. 

One  feature  of  the  instruction  in  the  Library 

mwomx  or  ubrary  school  committee.  gchool  which  has  been  introduced  within  the 

G:  W.  Cox^  read  a  report  prepared  by  himself  past  year  struck  us  as  being  eminently  practical. 
and  W:  C.  Lane,  tUtlng  that  It  had  bren  held  I  refer  to  the  instruction  in  printing  and  proof- 
back  in  the  hope  that  W.  A.  Bardwell,  chairman  reading  which  has  been  given  by  Miss  Seymour, 
of  the  committee,  who  was  to  prepare  a  historical  of  the  regents'  office.  Every  librarian,  sooner 
•ketch  of  the  school,  would  be  present  to  add  or  later,  must  come  in  contact  with  the  printer, 
Us  report.  and  some  previous  knowledge  of  the  printer's 

The  committee  appointed  to  visit  the  Library  art  is  quite  essential  in  order  to  have  the  results 

School  wouM  respectfully  report  that  the  visits  of  their  combined  labors  satisfactory.    Catalog 

of  its  members  were  nuule  at  different  times,  when  printing  is  very  technical  in  its  character,  and  it 

each  one  found  it  conyenient.  frequently  takes  the  printer  some  time  to  learn 

The  work  of  the  school  during  the  past  year  the  style  (as  It  is  called)  In  which  the  librarian 

has  largely  been  given  to  the  preparation  and  cat-  wishes  his  work  done,  and  during  this  critical 

aloglog  of  its  own  exhibit  and  that  of  this  Asso-  period  he  needs  the  most  careful  watching  and 

dation,   which   are  now   on   exhibition   in  the  instruction,  which  cannot  be  given  unless  the 

Government  Building  of  the  World's  Columbian  librarian  really  knows  what  he  wants. 

Exhibition.    These  had  been  shipped  to  Chicago  The  instruction  given  at  the  school  embraces 

prior  to  the  Tisit  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  the  preparation  of  copy,  tiic  styles  of  type  and 

committee.    A  thorough  inspection  of  these  ex-  composition,  cstimaicsof  cost,  and  proof-reading, 

hlblts  shows  the  excellence  and  thoroughness  of  with  all  of  which   a  librarian  should   be  con- 

the  work  done,  and  will  well  repay  the  time  spent  versant.     No  work  requires  more  exacting  atten- 

npon  it  by  all  who  are  interested  in  the  details  of  tion  to  details  and  constant  vigilance  than  to 

library  administration.  conduct  a  catalog  or  finding-list   through  the 

The  interest  shown  by  the  public  in  the  Mod-  press, 
el  Library  was  made  known  to  you  in  the  report  The  wisdom  of  adding  this  course  to  the  cur- 
read  by  Miss  Cutler  at  the  session  yesterday  riculum  of  the  school  we  therefore  consider  to 
morning.  ^^  one  of  the  most  important  steps  taken  during 

The  high  grade  of  work  done  by  the  students,  t*^c  past  year. 

aa  reflected  in  thb  exhibit,  and  of  instruction  The  constant  tendency  to  raise  the  standard 

hnparted  by  the  faculty  of  the  school  proves,  as  o^  'he  instruction  given  and  of  the  work  required 

nothing  else  can,  the  wisdom  shown  by  the  Asso-  o^  ihc  students  shows  the  desire  on  the  part  of 

elation  in  recommending  and  establisiiing  this,  the    faculty    to  increase   the  efficiency  of    the 

the  first  school  in  the  world  devoted  to  the  in-  school,  of  which  we  may  all  feel  justly  proud, 

struction  and  training  of  young  men  and  women  *"d  which  is  covering  a  field  of  usefulness  which 

for  the  library  profession.  cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated. 

If  further  evidence  is  needed  of  the  success  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

of  the  undertaking  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  high  Wm.  C.  Lane, 

standing  taken  by  the  graduates  of  the  school  in  G'&.o,  Watson  Cole. 

their  chosen  profession  and   in  the   Important  The  report  was  accepted  and  placed  on  file. 

positions  which  they  have  been  called  upon  to  W:  C.  Lane  introduced  his  paper  on 

filL  cataloging. 

No  greater  compliment  can  be  paid  to  the  sue-  {Seep.  238.) 

of  any  enterprise  than  its  imitation  by  others.  W:  C.  Lane.  —  There  are  three  points  at  the 


Although  the  school  has  been  in  operation  only    end  of  my  paper  which  I  should  like  to  have  dis- 
abont  dz  and  one-half  years,  there  are  now  no    cussed  this  morning. 


76  CHICAGO  CONFERENCE. 

First, /ull  name  of  authors.  Most  librarians  not  satisfactory  nor  sufficient  for  the  student  who 
try  to  get  the  fullest  possible  name.  The  diffi-  wants  to  study  a  subject  thoroughly ;  but  such 
culty  comes  principally  In  the  case  of  French  and  student  is  only  one  among  very  many  inquirers 
German  names,  where  authors  have  a  good  many  at  a  public  library.  Generally  the  person  sim- 
additional  names  which  they  do  not  use.  I  have  ply  wants  to  get  at  something  on  a  subject  in  that 
come  to  feel  very  strongly  that  we  make  a  very  library,  and  as  long  as  that  is  the  case  the  brief- 
great  mistake  in  trying  to  hunt  up  these  unused  est  subject  catalog  in  the  library  will  continue  to 
names.    You  do  find  them  in  books  of  reference,  have  a  place. 

but  the  longer  you  look  the  more  you  find,  and        Chairman  Cutter.  —  Mr.  Brett  has  hit  one 

the  more  difficulty  you  get  into.     The  practice  important  nail  on  the  head.     Ifanyonesuppcses 

•hould  be  to  put  the  author's  name  on  your  cards  that  the  ordinary  user  of  a  public  library  is  going 

as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  form  in  which  he  to  consult  bibliographies  on  the  history  of  Eng- 

nses  it  on  the  title-page,  with  initial  letters  filled  land,  for  example,  where  he  will  find  hundreds 

out  when  you  can  find  what  they  stand  for.    Of  of  works  mentioned,  then  to  select  among  these 

course  once  in  a  while  the  difficulty  comes  up  what  he  wants  to  read,  and  finally  go  to  the  cata- 

that  an  author  has  sometimes  used  a  name  and  log  to  see  which  of  these  works  the  library  pos- 

sometimes  has  not.    That  is  to  be  provided  for  sesses,  he  docs  not  know  human  nature.     Of 

by  a  note.     Those  cases  are  few  in  comparison  what  service  is  it  to  the  man  who  wants  to  use 

with  the  others.     One  objection  to  this  which  Is  his  town  library  to  show  him  a  list  of  fifty  books 

likely  to  be  made  is  that  tiro  authors  of  the  same  which  are  not  in  that  library.     The  subject  cata- 

name  can  be  distinguished  frequently  by  these  log,  if  there  is  one,  does  not  in  the  least  prevent 

additional  names,  but  I  reply  that  that  is  the  very  the  use  of  bibliographies  as  guides  to  more  com- 

poorest  way  in  the  world  of  distinguishing  au*  plete  study  elsewhere  after  the  resources  of  the 

thors.     It  is  better  to  use  something  by  which  library  are  exhausted;  but  the  absence  of  a  sub- 

the  author  Is  known,  not  something  by  which  ject  catalog  and  the  exclusive  reliance  on  blbliog- 

the  author  is  not  known.  raphies  does  very  effectually  Impede  the  use  of 

Second »  a  possible  modification  of  the  diction-  the  library. 
ary  catalog  from  its  earlier  and  stricter  form  in  B:  P.  Mann.  —When  the  question  of  reading 
which  everything  is  put  as  far  as  possible  under  for  the  young  was  up  it  was  said  that  juvenile 
the  name  of  the  place,  not  only  historical  and  work  should  not  be  cataloged  or  classed  sepa- 
descriptive  material,  but  scientific  and  art  sub-  rately,  because  a  person  looking  over  the  sub- 
jects. I  think  there  is  a  tendency  to  place  at  least  ject  wants  to  know  what  else  there  b  on  the  sab- 
the  art  subjects  and  scientific  subjects  under  their  ject  besides  what  was  written  for  children.  It  is 
class  headings  with  country  divisions  instead  of  the  same  way  here.  If  a  person  wants  something 
class  divisions  under  country  (or  place)  headings,  on  a  subject  he  can  find  that  something  just  as 
with  class  divisions.  quickly  by  looking  in  the  bibliography,  and  at  the 

Lastly,  are  the  days  of  the  subject  catalog  same  time  he  is  told  that  there  b  something  else 

ended  ?  on  the  subject,  and  no  matter  how  seriously  or 

Subject  catalog,  minutely  he  may  be  going  through  the  subject 

B:  P.  Mann.  —  It  is  a  great  waste  of  time  for  he  would  probably  like  to  know  that  there  is 

separate  libraries  to  get  up  subject  catalogs.     If  something  even  better  than  what  the  library 

any  one  wishes  to  illustrate  subjects  fully  he  has  has. 

togoby  bibliography,  and  it  is  an  easy  matter  for        F:  M.  Crunden. — The  idea  that  Mr.  Brett 

each  library  to  possess  such  works  and  put  its  has  advanced  should  settle  this  question.     The 

book-mark  in  the  margin.  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number  is  the  main 

A.  N.  Brown.  —  Could  Mr.  Lane  give  us  Mr.  consideration.    We  have  not  a  very  extensive  11- 

Fletcher's  reasons  for  supposing  that  the  subject  brary,  and  yet  there  is  not  more  than  one  person 

catalog  is  going  out?  in  loo  who  is  willing  to  exhaust  the  resources  of 

W:  C.  Lane.  —  His  main  idea  is  that  the  sub-  our  library  In  looking  up  a  subject,  or  who  cares 

ject  catalog  b  never  satisfactory,  and  that  a  bibll-  to  go  into  the  subject  deeper, 
ography  is  made  by  a  specialist  and  Is  always        A  Member.  —  One  thing  which  investigators 

more  complete  in  a  certain  way.    I  cannot  admit  want  a  subject  catalog  for  is  to  know  what  books 

that  it  is  in  every  way.  we  have  got  in  since  they  last  looked  at  the  cata* 

W:  H.  Brett.  —  There  is  no  question  that  log.    The  bulletin  of  accession  will  not  help  them 

the  subject  catalog  of  any  particular  library  b  very  much.    A  subject  catalog  would  be  of  great 
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11M  to  the  Investigmtori,  because  the  bibliogra-  out  Ihti  of  books  that  it  does  not  have,  and  par- 

phies  cannot  be  kept  up  to  date.  ticnlarly  books  that  it  cannot  get. 

Mn.  Z.  A.  DixsoN.  —  In  oar  college  library  I  Mrs.  M.  A.  Sandkrs.  —  In  a  small  library  the 

am  sure  we  could  not  do  much  good  work  with-  subject  catalog  is  absolutely  necessary.     I  do  not 

oat  the  subject  catalog.    We  use  it  more  than  luiow  how  I  should  get  along  without  one,  but  I 

twice  as  much  as  we  do  the  title  or  author  cata-  think  that  we  also  need  a  finding-Ibt  for  those 

log.    And  Instead  of  finding  very  few  who  want  who  send  for  books  rather  than  come  to  the  li- 

to  ezhanst  the  subject,  most  of  the  men  and  brary  for  them. 

women  want  to  see  absolutely  everything  we  Chairman  Cutter.  —  How  many  here  present 

have  on  the  sobject.    We  can  only  give  them  believe  that  the  days  of  the  subject  catalog  are 

that  throngh  a  good  subject  catalog.  ended  ?    None. 

G:  W.  Cols. — We  have  heard  that  the  li-  B:  P.  Mann.  — I  believe  that  they  are  coming 

bnrian  shoold  magnify  his  office.     It  seems  to  to  an  end. 

me  that  he  should  also  magnify  his  library.    In  Chairman  Cuttkr.  —  How  many  believe  that 

taming  page  after  page  of  a  bibliography  you  within  a  generation  the  subject    catalog   will 

may  not  find  a  single  check-mark.    In  order  to  prove  to  be  useless,  bibliographies  taking  Its 

have  a  sufficient  number  of  bibliographies  most  place  ?    No  one  professed  that  belief. 

of  the  libraries  would  have  to  spend  their  entire  ^  ..    .  . 

ineome  on  that  department.  ^«^'  *"'"  '"  ""^^  '^  *"  "^J"'  ""■■" 

R«B.  Pools.  —  I  think  I  could  dispense  better  F:  M.  Crundrn.  —  I  should  like  to  ask  a 

with  the  author  catalog  than  I  could  with  the  question  relative  to  point  5,  which  Mr.  Lane  puts 

subject  catalog.  down  as  settled.    That  is  the  statement  that  the 

S.  H.  B1RR.Y.  -^  When  Bowker  and  lies'  bibli-  entire  bibliographic  deuU  should  be  given  on  the 

ography  came  out  I  found  that  I  had  to  put  it  author  card  rather  than  the  subject  card.    I  use 

out  of  sight,  because  I  did  not  want  it  known  the  classified  subject  catalog  very  much  more  than 

that  there  is  so  much  on  political  science  that  we  I  do  the  alphabetic.     Full  bibliographic  detail 

do  not  have.  should  be  given  in  the  subject  catalog  rather 

F:  M.  CRUNDBN.^Our  experience  with  the  than  in  the  alphabetic  catalog.     If  a  man  does 

Bowker  and  lies  bibliography  Illustrates  the  op-  not  know  the  author  there  is  no  use  in  his  going 

posite  difficulty.    We  have  most  of  the  works  It  to  the  alphabetic  catalog. 

names ;  but  upon  the  first  important  use  of  it  by  W:  C.  Lane.  —  I  should  not  think  myself  of 

a  club  studying  political  economy  we  had  to  get  leaving  off  the  Imprint  on  the  subject  catalog, 

out  a  long  typewritten  supplement.  On  the  author  catalog  a  person  should  be  enabled 

S:  S.  Green.  —  Last  winter  one  gentleman  to  distinguish,  first,  between  one  man  and  anoth- 

wanted  at  one  time  everything  by   Plato  and  er,  then  between  one  book  and  another  by  the 

about   Plato  and  everything  by  Aristotle  and  same  man,  then  between  one  edition  or  one  copy 

about  Aristotle  in  the  library.    How  In  the  world  and  another  of  the  same  book.     On  the  subject 

could  I  have  answered  him  without  a  subject  catalog  the  object  Is  to  distinguish  between  one 

catalog  in  my  library  ?    Now  a  boy  comes  in  and  book  and  another  on  the  same  subject  not  by  the 

wants  a  book  on  an  elephant.    To  what  bibliog-  same  man.     The  descriptive  parts  of  the  title 

raphy  should  I  refer  him  ?    He  wants  to  know  should  be  given  more  fully  on  the  subject  catalog 

how  to  make  a  phonograph,  or  something  of  and  bibliographic  details  in  regard  to  the  edition 

that  kind.     I  should  be  entirely  at  a  loss  unless  on  the  author  catalog. 

I  had  a  good  subject  catalog.  S:  S.  Green.  —  I  think  there  ought  to  be  a 

J:  F.  Da  VIES.  —  I  believe  in  bibliographies,  full  entry  on  both  the  subject  and  author  card, 

bat  I  believe  that  the  most  mischievous  thing  Miss  M.  I.  Crandall. — Many  libraries  have 

yon  can  do  is  to  refer  a  person  to  anything  he  the  subject  and  author  cards  duplicates  of  each 

does  not  want  to  know.     Nine  people  out  of  ten  other.    There  is  very  little  saving  of  time  and 

want  what  they  want  at  once,  and  if  you  refer  money  in  this.     In  the  Newberry  Library  we 

them  to  a  book  that  is  not  in  your  library  they  condense  the  subject  card,  and  give  the   most 

go  away  dissatisfied  with  the  library  and  dlssat-  complete  information  on  the  author  card, 

isfied  with  themselves.     I  believe  in  the  subject  W:  C.  Lane.  —  The  point  that  I  wanted  to 

catalog.    That  will  show  every  person  just  what  make  was  that  the  titles  might  be  made  very 

the  library  has  on  every  subject.     But  above  all  brief  on  the  author  catalog,  while  they  should  be 

things  I  think  it  unwise  for  a  library  to  spread  fuller  on  the  subject.    The  old  Idea  of  a  good 
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many  yean  ago  was,  I  think,  quite  the  rererse,  Prei.  Dkwsy.  —  There  are  many  libraries  In 

that  the  subject  catalog  should  be  barely  more  which  they  spend  a  shocliing  amount  of  time 

than  an  index,  but  the  other  opinion  I  think  has  looking  up  full  names.    If  we  are  agreed  that  it 

been  growing.  would  be  wiser  to  save  some  of  that  time,  why 

W.  S.  Biscox.  —  I  should  want  the  paging  and  not  have  at  least  a  show  of  hands  ? 

illustrations  on  the  subject  card  as  well  as  in  the  B:  P.  Mann.  —  I  have  had  a  good  deal  of  ez- 

author  entry.     I  need  them  on  both.  perience  wiih  printing  card  catalogs,  and  think  it 

F:  M.  Crundkn.  —  We  give  full  details  in  the  an  immense  waste  of  print  to  enter  the  full  name 

classified  as  well  as  the  alphabetic  catalog.     It  is  separately  on  every  card.    In  this  case  as  in  the 

nearly  always  essential  in  the  classified  but  only  case  of  the  subject  index  as  compared  with  the 

occasionally  so  in  the  other.  bibliography  you  can  refer  to  a  biographical  dic- 

G.  M.  JoNis. — The  actual  date  at  which  a  tionary  for  the  full  name  of  the  author, 

particular  book  is  published  is  not  so  important  W:  C.  Lane.  —  I  wanted  to  bring  up  the  point 

in  many  classes  of  books  as  certain  other  dates,  for  the  reason  that  a  good  many  smaller  libraries 

In  science  and  useful  arts,  for  example,  the  date  are  spending  time   In   looking  up  the  names, 

of  original  publication  of  an  edition  is  most  im-  They  think  that  otheririse  they  are  not  doing 

portant.     In  this  country  it  is  a  very  common  good  work.     I  think  they  are  doing  good  work 

thing  to  reprint  the  book  year  after  year  un-  when  they  omit  it.     In  the  Library  journal  two 

changed  but  with  the  latest  date  on  the  title-page,  or  three  months  ago  there  were  two  or  three 

In  books  of  travel  the  date  at  which  the  travels  pages  of  corrections  to  the  Peabody  catalog  from 

were  made  is  much  more  important  than  the  the  Newberry  Library.    A  good  many  of  those 

date  of  publication.  corrections  were  simply  additions  of  names  which 

A.  W.  Tylsr.  —  I  want  to  quote  one  sentence  the  Peabody  cataloger  had  not  discovered,  and 
from  Mr.  Spo£ford  in  1877:  "  The  date  is  the  one  which  had  better  be  left  in  oblivion.  . 
great  cardinal  fact  about  every  book."  In  my  Miss  M.  I.  Crandall.  — The  article  in  the  Li" 
little  two-line  finding-list  at  Quincy,  111.,  I  put  brary  journal  was  misunderstood.  It  was  the 
the  real  date  of  publication,  but  in  travel  and  his-  practice  of  the  Peabody  catalog  to  give  these  full 
tory,  even  if  I  had  to  bracket  it,  I  gave  also  the  names,  and  the  article  from  the  Newberry  Libra- 
period  covered  by  the  book.  If  the  date  were  a  ry  was  intended  to  give  suggestions  rather  than 
part  of  the  sentence  it  meant  the  period  covered;  criticisms. 

if  it  was  separated  by  a  space  after  a  period  it  Dr.  NOrrenberg  (Germany). — One    of  our 

was  the  date  of  publication.  rules  is  to  give  only  the  name  used  by  the  au- 

A.  N.  Brown.  —  While  it  is  a  very  good  plan  thor  himself  and  not  to  give  full  name.     It  Is 

to  put  as  much  information  as  possible  on  the  also  good  to  give  date  of  birth  and  other  dates, 

subject  card,  it  should  never  be  left  off  from  the  A.  W.  Tyler.  — What  do  you  do  with  authors 

author  card,  because  that  is  the  one  place  where  who  sometimes  use  one  name  and  sometimes 

you  will  be  sure  to  find  information  about  the  another  ? 

book.    It  may  be  cataloged  under  two  or  three  Dr.   NOrrenberg. — We  put  down  the  full 

heads,  if  you  have  two  or  three  subjects  in  one  name. 

book;  on  which  are  you  going  to  put  your  Im-  Chairman  Cutter.  —  How  many  believe  in 

print  if  you  are  to  use  it  but  once  ?  finding  out  at  whatever  cost  of  time  the  full  name 

W:C.  Lane. — May  I  read   point  5  slightly  of  authors  In  a  large  library  ?  —  2. 

modified  to  see  if  the  Association  agrees  to  it  as  How  many  believe  in  putting  In  the  full  name 

a  good  statement?  if  it  can  be  found  with  a  moderate  amoimt  of 

On  author  cards  titles  should  be  brief  and  the  research  in  a  large  library? — 17. 

author's  name    and    the    bibliographic    details  How  many  believe  in  giving  full  names  In  a 

should  be  given  in  full.     On  subject  cards  the  small  library  if  one  can  find  them  without  much 

title  should  be  fuller  and  descriptive,  but  the  research?  —  4. 

author's  name  may  be  given  with  initials  only  and  Miss  Theresa  West.  —  Does  not  the  informa- 

some  of  the  more  technical  or  minute  biblio-  tion  card  which  many  libraries  now  use  settle  the 

graphic  details  may  be  omitted.  whole  question  ?    Arrange  under  the  name  com- 

No  objection  was  made  to  this  form.  monly  used,  and  give  on  the  information  card  all 

the  names  that  you  can  ascertain  easily. 

Full  name.  j^j^  ^  ^  Crandall.  —  Do  not  the  advocates 

F:  M.  Crundsn.  —  Mr.  Lane  summed  that  up  of  short-name  entries  admit  that  it  is  neccsiry 

accurately.  to  make  exceptions  in  the  case  of  authors  of  the 
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name  who  haTe  to  be  identified  carefully  ?  special  words  for  subject  headings,  which  are 

I  find  that  exceptions  are  diflicult  things  to  man-  always  coming  up  new,  so  to  speak,  as  a  de- 

igc.    If  you  haTe  a  hard  and  fast  rule,  it  is  much  cision  upon  matters  about  which  there  is  some 

easier  to  apply  it  tlian  to  leave  things  to  the  question,  such  as  synonymous  headings,  schemes 

judgment  of  the  cataloger.  for  subjects  which  have  sub-headings,  etc. 

Qialrman  Cuttbe.  —  The   date    of  birth  or        The  chairman  still  thinks,  however,  that  the 

death  distlngalshes  authors  of  the  same  name.  list  in  question  would  be  very  helpful  to  the 

Prei.  Dewiy.  —  Birth  or  death  or  residence  smal!er  libraries  and  less  experienced  librarians 

would  Identify  an  author.  and  catalogers,  and  hopes  that  it  may  be  com- 

G.  M.  Jones. — Occupation  would  still  better  pleted.    The  Harvard  subject  index  does  not 

solve  the  difficulty.  entirely  answer  the  purpose,  as  it  is  prepared 

B:  P.  Mamn.  —  The  place  of  residence  Is  bet-  foracIas:ed  catalog  and  lacks  references  from 

ter.     I  happen  to  know  three  William  Sanders,  general  to  special  topics. 

One  of  them  lives  In  London,  England,  another  To  keep  the  work  within  bounds  the  follow- 
in  London,  Ontario,  and  another  in  Washington,  ing  classes  of  headings  should  be  omitted  : 
William  Sanders,  of  Washington,  would  be  very,  names  of  persons,  places,  and  languages,  the 
definite.  If  yon  say  William  Sanders,  of  London,  scientific  names  (and  frequently  the  common 
yonhaveto  specify  London,  Ontario,  or  London,  names)  of  animals  and  plants,  and  the  technical 
England,  or  It  would  be  necessary  to  put  in  his  names  of  chemical  and  medical  substances, 
time  of  Urth.  I  thick  that  one  would  generally  A  few  points  on  which  the  committee  have 
Imow  more  about  where  a  man  lived  than  he  agreed  are  submitted  to  the  Association  for  ap- 
woold  about  when  he  was  born.  proval. 

Pres.  Dewey.  —  Put  both  facts  on  your  in-        i.  Enter  under  England  all  books  on  Great 

formation  card.    Your  Ontario  man  may  move  Britain  and  the  British  Empire  as  well  as  those 

to  London  or  Washington.  on  England  proper. 

Chairman  Cutter.  —  How  many  believe  in        Although  not  logically  correct  this  seems  the 

using  the  information  card  to  give  the  fact  about  best  method  of  settling  the  use  of  these  three 

author's  name  if  they  are  to  be  given  ?  —  47.  headings. 

How  many  believe  it  Is  desirable  to  give  It  in        2.  Incline  to  singular  rather  than  p!ural. 
all  cases?  — 12.  Some  subjects,  however,  are  only  thought  of 

G.  M.  Jones  read  his  under  the  plural,  as  insectv,  fireworks;  and  in 

other  cases  there  are  two  subjects,  as  gas  and 

REPORT   OF  THE   COMMITTEE    ON    AN    INDEX    TO  „^^^,    „«_^  „«j  «««*. 

gases,  game  and  games. 
SUBJECT  HEADINGS.  ^    ^^^  common  names  instead  of  technical. 

This  committee,  like  its  predecessor  in  1881,        But  not  when  the  common  name  is  ambigu- 

can  make  only  a  report  of  progress.    Our  prin-  ous,   or  of  ill-defined  extent.    An  example  is 

cipal  excuse  is  the  limited  time  that  can  be  lepidoptera,  which  includes  both  butterflies  and 

spared  from  regular  library  work,  complicated  moths. 

by  the  fact  that  during  the  year  two  of  the  com-        4.  Place  or  subject.     The  strict  following  of 

mittee  have  made  changes  In  their  places  of  Cutter's  rule  No.  97  has  led  to  a  confusing  ac- 

employment,  one  of  them  moving  to  the  Pacific  cumulation  of  sub-heads  under  the  principal 

coast.  countries.     The  present  tendency  is  to  reduce 

In  making  a  list  of  subject  headings  it  is  first  these  by  entering  works  on  an  art  or  science  in 

necessary  to  ascertain  the  actual  usage  of  lead-  a  particular  place  under  the  subject  rather  than 

ing  libraries.    This  has  been  partially  done,  the  place,  making  place  sub-heads,  if  necessary^ 

The  Harvard  subject  index  was  used  as  a  basis  m\  der  the  subject.    The  committee  recommend 

and  the  additional  or  different  forms  of  head-  the  following  rule : 

ingt,  also  the  "see"  and  "  see  also"  references.        Enter  under  the  name  of  the  place  :  history, 

in  the  Boston  Atheneum,   Peabody  Institute,  general  political  discussion  (but  not  history  or 

Cleveland  and  American  catalogs  were  drawn  discussion  of  special  questions),  and  descriptive 

ofif  on  slips.     About  one-half  of  the  alphabet  has  works  of  all  kinds  relating  to  the  place  or  peo- 

been  covered.  pie,  or  general  economic  and  social  conditions. 

The  majority  of  the  committee  do  not  con-  This  would  cause  books  on  nullification,  re- 
aider  it  advisable  to  continue  this  work,  holding  construction,  secession,  state  rights,  etc.,  to  be 
that  what  we  want  is  not  so  much  a  list  of  the  placed  under  these  headings,  with  a  reference 
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from  U.  S.  Poliiics;  works  on  the  Painting, 
Geology,  Zoology,  etc.,  of  France  would  be  en- 
tered under  these  respective  headings,  with  refer- 
ence from  France. 

The  following  is  a  provisional  list  of  sub-heads 
under  countries  and  cities: 

Sub'heads  under  countries  and  states. 

Antiquities. 

Army. 

Bibliography. 

Biography. 

Boundaries. 

Church  history. 

Colonies. 

Commerce. 

Constitution. 

Description  [Inch  Travels]. 

Finance. 

Foreign  relations. 

History  [subdivided  by  periods  when  neces- 
sary]. 

Industries. 

Laboring  classes. 

Law  [incl.  Courts]. 

Manners  and  Customs  [incl.  National  char- 
acter and  social  life]. 

Navy. 

Politics  and  Government. 

Population.    (See  Sutistics.) 

Registers. 

Religion.  [Generally  under  name  of  religion, 
but  sometimes  desirable,  as  Religion  of  India.] 

Sutistics. 

Surveys. 

Treaties. 

In  the  Sutes  of  the  U.  S.,  Militia  would  take 
the  place  of  Army  and  Navy. 

Sub^heads  under  cities  and  towns. 

Antiquities. 

Bibliography. 

Biography. 

Charities  and  Benevolent  institutions. 

Church  history. 

Churches. 

Commerce  and  Industries. 

Description. 

Directories. 

Finance. 

History. 

Law. 

Manners  and  Customs. 

Militia. 

Politics. 

Public  Works. 

Sutistics. 


5.  Country  and  language  divisions  of  the  forms 
of  literature.  For  these  the  adjective  form  of 
the  country  or  language  name  should  be  used. 
For  insUnce,  French  literature  and  French  poet- 
ry, not  France,  Literature,  and  France,  Poetry. 

The  following  list  contains  the  principal  forms 
of  literature  which  should  be  placed  under  the 
adjective  prefix : 

Ballads  (Popular).  Newspapers. 

Drama.  Orations. 

Essays.  Parodies. 

Fiction.  Periodicals. 

Humor.  Poetry. 

Language.  Satire. 

Letters.  Songs. 

Literature.  SonneU. 

Other  forms  of  literature  should  be  kept  to- 
gether under  the  form  heading  instead  of  being 
scattered  through  the  alphabet  under  the  country 
or  adjective.    Such  are  : 

Allegories.  Hymns. 

Ana.  Inscriptions. 

Anecdotes.  Legends. 

Dialogues.  Maxims. 

Emblems.  Mottoes. 

Epigrams.  Proverbs. 

Epitaphs.  QuoUtions. 

Fables.  Riddles. 

Fairy-Ules.  Romances. 

Folklore.  Sermons. 

In  a  small  library,  in  which  the  books  are 
mostly  in  English,  it  may  be  better  to  enter 
under  Poetry,  Drama,  etc.,  all  works  relating  to 
English  poetry,  drama,  etc.,  as  well  as  the  gen- 
eral works ;  but  those  on  a  foreign  literature 
should  be  entered,  as  recommended  above,  under 
the  adjective,  as  lulian  poetry,  Italian  drama, 
etc. 

The  committee  requests  the  Association  to  ex- 
press its  opinion  upon  these  special  points,  as 
well  as  on  the  general  question  of  the  desirability 
of  continuing  work  upon  the  Index  to  Subject 
Headings.  Gardner  M.  Jonbs. 

Wm.  C.  Lani. 
Harrikt  £.  Grxbn. 

G.  M.  Jonbs.  —  This  report  was  written  in  May 
and  is  signed  by  Miss  Green,  and  is  probably 
her  last  official  work  In  connection  with  the 
American  Library  Association.  She  had  dif- 
fered somewhat  from  the  chairman  on  some 
points,  and  he  was  surprised  when  he  received 
this  report  from  her  merely  with  her  signature. 
There  was  not  a  word  of  comment,  whkh  indi- 
cates very  clearly  that  she  was  not  able  to  give 
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aii7  fvtber  thought  to  it.    I  have  oot  seen  fit  to  they  will  have  farther  guidance  in  the  fact  that 

alter  the  woxding  of  the  report  in  any  way.  they  see  what  books  are  classed  under  those 

F:  M.  Ckumden.  ^  I  move  that  the  report  be  headings  by  the  catalogers  who  made  that  cata- 

accepted  and  that  the  committee  be  requested  to  log. 

amtinneiu  work.  W:  C.  Lani.  — The  catalog  of  the  Boston 

G.  M.  Jones.  —  The  recommendations  of  the    Athenaeum  was  published  20  years  ago.    It  is  a 

committee  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  council,  very  useful  guide  in  this  thing,  but  it  is  far  from 
The  qnestion  of  continuing  our  work  is  another    being  complete.    I  found  in  my  work  in  regard 

fluttter  to  be  decided  by  the  Association  itself.  to  subject  headings  that  perhaps  soo  new  subject 

A  lirely  discussion  followed.    Mr.  Grxen  and  headings  come  up  every  year  which  have  to  be 

Miss  E.  E.  Clakki  desired  a  thorough  discus-  included  in  a  supplement  to  the  Harvard  College 

slon  of  the  report.  Mr.  Dewey  desired  reference  Library  subject  Index.     I  suppose  that  this  will 

to  the  publishing  section  with  power  to  organize  go  on,  and  that  at  the  Harvard  Library  there 

the  machinery,  look  up  the  editors,  and  issue  will  be  added  annually  from  200  to  300  new  sub- 

the  list.    Mr.  Cutter  wanted  the  matter  left  in  ject  headings  which  had   not  been  thought  of 

the  hands  of  the  present  committtee  to  prepare  before. 

a  list  and  report  it  at  the  next  meeting.    Mr.  Chairman  Cutter.  —  We  could  simplify  this 

Dewey  objected  to  the  delay  of  a  year  and  question  by  dividing  It.     Let  us  call  for  a  report 

wanted  a  list  issued  sooner  by  the  publishing  of  principles  to  be  published  and  discussed  In  the 

section  with  the  approval  of  the  council.     Mr.  Library  journal,  and  considered  by  the  coun- 

JONES,  Mr.  Cutter,  and  Mr.  Lane  insisted  that  cil,  and  if  necessary  brought  before  our  next 

it  could  not  be  done  within  a  year,  and  that  it  meeting,  but  put  off  the  publication  of  any  such 

would  be  better  to  delay  several  years  than  issue  list  as  would  correspond  to  Mr,  Lane's  views  till 

an  unsatisfactory  list.     Mr.  Lane  said  :  it  can  be  prepared  properly. 

"  It  is  a  very  large  undertaking  on  which  we  G:    W.   Cole.  —  Does   the    list  include    the 

are  entering.    It  seems  to  me  quite  an  impossible  names  of  persons  or  places  ? 

one.    I  have  had  some  experience  in  this  line  in  G.  M.  Jones.  —  No.  We  must  make  some  limit, 

getting  up  the  Index  of  the  Harvard  College  Li-  If  we  included  the  persons  and  places  we  should 

brary.     That  took  me  five  or  six  years,  and  the  have    to    include    biographical    dictionary    and 

general  opinion,  so  far  as  I  have  heard  It  ex-  gazetteer.     If  we  put  in  names  of  species  of  ani- 

pressed.  Is  that  if  we  have  a  thing  of  this  kind  mals  we  should  have  to  print  another  list.     I 

it  ought  to  be  a  good  deal  more  complete  than  think  our  best  method  is  to  print  the  recom- 

that.   The  headings  in  Miss  Cutler's  5, ooo-volume  mendations  of   the  committee  in   the  Library 

catalog  would,  I  imagine,  be  a  mere  drop  in  the  journal  and  invhe  free  discussion.     Then,  after 

backet.    I  do  not  think  it  is  worth  doing  because  a  certain  length  of  time,  let  the  council  decide  as 

of  the  labor  involved.     All  that  any  committee  to  those  principles.     I  should  like  very  much  to 

which  has  it  In  charge  can  profitably  do  is  to  have  the  members  present  decide  whether  a  full 

recommend  certain  principles  on  which  headings  list  of  subject  headings  is  desirable.     It  certainly 

can  be  selected.    In  this  line  the  committee  might  cannot  be  published  during  the  coming  year  wlth- 

do  much  more  in  addition  to  what  it  has  already  out  taking  up  my  entire  time.     Furthermore, 

done."  when  it  comes  to  the  point  of  actually  deciding 

Pres.  Dewey.  —  I  wish  to  get  the  sentiment  of  on  the  headings  there  will  be  a  great  many  more 

the  Association  whether  such  a  list  is  desirable,  points  to  be  settled. 

even  if  imperfect.     If  it  is  only  a  drop  In  a  Chairman  Cutter.  — '^xa  order  to  help  us  in 

bucket,  sometimes  thatone  drop  goes  a  good  way  the  final  decision,  I  ask  for  a  show  of  hands. 

Ifyon  have  a  parched  throat.    The  old  catalogers  How  many  think  it  important  that  some  such 

like  Mr.  Cutter  and  Mr.  Lane  could  get  along  list  should  be  prepared? — 41. 

without  it,  but  some  of  the  younger  librarians  Those  of  contrary  mind.  — 9. 

would  be  exceedingly  grateful  for  anything.  F:  M.  Crunden.  —  My  motion  as  amended  by 

W:  H.  Brett.  —  I  have  taken  it  for  granted  Mr.  Dewey  would  read  :  *'  That  the  report  of  the 

that  it  was  a  good  thing,  but  I  fail  to  see  the  use  committee  be  accepted  and  that  the  committee 

of  it.  Young  catalogers  preparing  a  catalog  of  any  be  continued  and  requested  to  report  to    the 

sortwillgetallthey  want  by  taking,  ^.^.,  the  Bos-  publishing  section  with  the  instructions  to  the 

ton  Athenaeum  catalog.    They  will  there  have  in  section  to  proceed  with  the  publication  of  the  list 

alphabetic  order  all  the  subjects  they  want,  and  as  soon  as  practicable.    Voted. 


82  CHICAGO  CONFERENCE. 

W:  C.  Lanb.  —  I  should  like  to  withdraw  my  not  so  valuable  as  the  advertisements.  Among 
name  from  the  committee,  because  I  am  the  the  latter  appear  cuts  of  all  new  dental  instru- 
secretary  of  the  publishing  section  and  that  is  all  ments  and  appliances  which  are  not  even  men- 
I  can  attend  to  well.  I  shall  have  my  hand  in  tioned  in  the  letter-press.  Some  medical  jour- 
helping  this  along  when  it  comes  to  that  stage.  nals  have  advertisements  and  letter-press  alter- 

Pres.  Dewey  explained  briefly  the  scope  of  the  nated  and  paged  consecutively.    These  are  of 

paper  of  Mme.  Giulia  Sacconi-Ricci,  sub-librarian  course  bound  complete  as  they  stand.     While 

of  the  Marucellian  library,  Florence,  Italy,  "  Ob-  this  is  proper  for  a  few  large  libraries,  and  par- 

servations  on  the  various  forms  of  catalogs  used  ticularly  reference  libraries,  I  do  not  think  that 

in  the  modern  libraries,  with  special  reference  to  smaller  and  circulating  libraries  are  justified  in 

a  system  of  mechanical  binding,"  and  showed  the  binding  in  so  much  matter,  the  covers  and  adver* 

illustrative  model  card  volume,  and  moved  that  it  tisements  of  one  number  in  their  reference  copy 

be  read  by  title.    Voted.  being  all  they  should  keep. 

REPORT  OF  AUDITING  coiniiTTEB.  ^-  ^'  Mann.-No  library,  however  small. 

„.               .                ,       .            ,,    .  can  afford  to  leave  out  the  covers.     Putting  in 

The  committee  appointed  to  audit  the  report.  ^,„,j,,                ,,  ^„„,^„    ^^,^„. 

of  the  treasurer  and  the  endowment  trustee,  rec-  ^  g  p^^^  _  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^  ^^  ^,„^ 

ommend  that  in  the  absence  of  mean,  to  properly  ^,  ^^^^^^  ,^  ,^^  ^^  ^,  ,^^  ^^  ,^,,^  ^^  ^,^^ 

verify  these  accounts  the  matter  be  placed  in  the  .          . 

,      ,  each  number, 

hands  of  the  finance  committee  for  examination,  ^^  p  ^^^^  _Covers  laid  in  where  they  be- 

and  report.               Respectfully,  ^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^^  convenience  in  indicating  sep- 


arate  numbers.     I  see  no  advantage  in  putting 
them  in  the  back  instead  of  whefe  they  belong. 


a.  w.  wuelpley, 
Geo.  Watson  Cole, 

Miss  M..  E.  Ahern.  «  **  ^                  »«         wi  j  *v               i 

Adopted.  ^*  ^*  Crunden.  — If  you  bind  the  covers  in 

at  all  bind  them  in  their  proper  places. 

D.  V.  R.  Johnston  read  an  abstract  of  his  Pres.  Dewey.  —  When  librarians  who  take  scv- 

paper  on  ^f^^l  hundred  serials  assume  in  a  moment  or  two 

BINDING  AND  REPAIR.  .,.   .         i_        j         u          .                 it             j  *v      -. 

that  such  and  such  parts  are  valueless  and  throw 

{Seep.  249.)  others  away,  we  are  going  into  the  "  weeding  " 

D.  V.  R.  Johnston.  —  This  report  gives  what  process  in  a  way  to  seriously  embarrass  us  later, 

is  considered  the  best  quality  of  work  by  the  best  Some  medical  journals  and  others  will  print  xo 

authorities  that  I  can  find.    The  binding  recom-  pages  of  reading- matter  and  30  or  40  pages  of 

mended  here  is  the  best  for  preservation.    I  have  advertisements.    I  tell  the  Library  School  that  it 

striven  to  incorporate  such  recommendations  and  is  the  business  of  the  library  to  have  a  complete 

give  such  figures  as  to  cost  of  material  and  work  set  of  the  serial  as  it  is  published.    I  do  not  be> 

that  any  librarian  wishing  to  vary  his  method  can  Heve  that  there  is  a  librarian  in  the  room  that 

derive  figures  which  will  enable  him  to  tell  what  would  not  pay  more  for  a  complete  set    that 

the  cost  of  work  will  be.  showed  just  exactly  what  had  been  issued  than 

I  should  like  discussion  as  to  advisability  of  for  a  set  weeded  out  by  any  librarian, 

binding   in  covers   and    advertising   leaves    in  C:  A.  Cutter. — I  found  in  one  library  some 

periodicals,  and  try  to  find  out  to  what  extent  it  years  ago  that  the  librarian  had  bound  periodicals 

shall  be  carried  and  what  libraries  usually  do  without  the  advertising  pages.     He  saved  them, 

it ;  also  to  get  the  opinion  of  librarians  in  dif-  however,  and  when  he  had  enough  to  make  a 

ferent  parts  of  the  country  as  to  the  advisability  volume  he  bound  them  by  themselves  as  a  con- 

of  raised  band  sewing,  parchment  strips,  or  plain  tribution  to  the  antiquities  of  the  country, 

raised  bands,  and  the  cost ;  also  to  find  out  why  F:  M.  Crunden.  —  If  you  bind  tvt,  or  six 

it  is  that  all  the  best  authorities  on  bookbinding  copies  of  Harper*s  you  need  not  bind  the  adver- 

insist  that  the  tight-back  book  is  without  question  tisements  in  every  copy. 

the  most  durable,  and  yet  except  in  perhaps  a  H:  M.  Utley.  —  I  think  Mr.  Dewey's  point 

dozen  libraries  of  the  country  the  loose  back  is  m^y  be  covered  by  a  compromise.    Where  there 

used.  are  few  pages  of  reading  and  a  large  number  of 

Binding  in  advertising  pages.  advertisements  we  put  a  single  complete  copy 

G:  E.  Wire.— I  bind  in  both  advertlsemenu  in  each  volume.     When  they  arc  reproduced 

and  covers  of  some  periodicals,  noubly  some  month  after  month  they  may  properly  be  omitted, 

dental  journals  in  which  the  reading-matter  is  G:   E.    Wire.  — Some   scientific   periodicals 
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have  more  adTertbinf  than  reading  matter,  e^.  shelf  dipartment. 

the  ArckUe€t  and  Lamctt.    In  thb  case  I  bind  Miss  Nina  E.  Browne.  - 1  know  of  one  libra- 

the  firat  nnmber  of  every  quarter  complete,  in  ^  that  ukes  stock  daily. 

the  faU  of  the  year  sabstitnting  the  educational  C:  A.  Cutter.  -The  British  Museum  ukes  it 

unnber  with  iu  advertisements  of  medical  institu-  daily  in  the  reference-room. 

tioM  and  medical  ichooU  for  the  regular  quar-  on  a  show  of  hands  it  was  found  that  xa  take 

terly  nnmber.    With  these  exceptions  the  adver-  stock  annually;  4  once  in  two  years ;  3  once  in 

tbfav  pages  of  the  rest  of  the  year  are  taken  out  three  years ;  3  less  frequently;  3  do  not  uke  at 

and  only  the  text  preserved.  ^\\ .  ^nd  i  takes  oflener  than  once  a  year. 

Tirki-hack  HndinF  ^*  ^"  Crunden.  —  How  do  those  who  do  not 

_     „     ^               •*      ^  .  .     *  take  stock  know  how  many  yolumes  they  have  ? 

S-   H-  Berry.  -  Mr.  Cole  s   experiment   at  j  ^^^, ^  „^^  ^^„^„^^  ^„        ^^^^,^  .latement  till 

Jersey  City  gives  the  advantages  of  the  tight-  j  ^^^  ^^^^ 

back  and  the  loose.    The  binder  has  pasted  Three  librarians  give  their  count  by  taking  the 

fi»her  on  the  book  after  It  is  seasoned  and  ,„,  ^^^^^  ,„  ^^^  ^^^^„j^„  ^^^ .  ,^  ^^^^  j„^ 

fcady  to  go  into  the  cover,  which  gives  you  the  ^^^^^   i„    ^^^^„,^„  ^^   ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^,^^. 

.tiength  andsecnrity  of  the  t ight-back.    Then  he  ^^^^^^  .  „  ^^^^„    ^^^„^  ^^,„„^,  ^„  ^^^j^^, 

pou  the  covers  on  and  lays  it  in  in  the  ordinary  threecount  shelf-list ;  one  counts  duplicates  not  in 

way.     You  have  the  advantage  of  the  loose-  ^^,,^^  ^^  j„  ^,^j„^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^,„„^,  ,„ 

bsc^which  protecu  the  gilding   from   being  library;  two  uke  no  account  of  unused  duplicates. 

^T^  ^  FiM.Crunden.  — I  always  put  down  a  distinct 

GlW.CouL- A  full  description  of  this  bind-  statement.     Duplicates    bought    for  circulation 

ing  b  In  the  Jums  Library  journal.     It  works  ^,^  ^^  ^^„„^  ^„^„^  y^^^^^  ^^      ^^^  circulated. 

very  well  and  has  the  advantage  of  both  a  tight-  * 

hack  and  loose-back.   The  first  signatures  are  run  ^^''^  ^f  ^'^y  -    ^^^*  '^^^^'*  ^  movable  cards, 

through  the   sewing-machine  and  sewed  to    a  F:  M.  Crunden.  —  I  distinctly  condemn  the 

piece  of  nuislln  about  two  inches  wide,  an  inch  book.    The  first  inventory  that  was  taken  after  I 

and  a  half  of  It  being  on    the  outside  which  entered  the  library  service  was  taken  In  a  bool^. 

comes  in  contact  with  the  cover,  the  other  half  It  had  before  been  done  in  a  very  crude  way.   The 

being  pasted  between  the  first  and  second  and  library  had  been  closed  for  two  or  three  weeks, 

hut  and  next  to  the  last  signatures.    This  makes  The  accession  numbers  were  written  down  on 

a  very  substantial  hinge.     I  have  found  in  look-  slips,  the  papers  were  cut  apart  and  strung  on  a 

Ing  over  some  of  our  bo3ks,  that  they  are  more  string.     The  missing  numbers  amounted  to  i,3co 

likely  to  give  out  in  the  centre  than  at  the  hinge,  or  i  ,300  volumes.     The  first  year  I  thought  it 

D.  V.  R.  Johnston. — That  kind  of  binding  would  be  a  very  good  thing  and  add  to  the  ac- 

does  not  combine  the  tight  and  loose  back  at  all.  curacy  of  tho  inventory  and  give  me  a  written 

It  Is  simply  a  loose-back  with  a  flesher  lining,  classified  catalog  or  shelf-list  if  I  wrote  it  down 

There  Is  no  poorer  material  to  use  in  binding  than  on  sheets  and  had  the  sheets  bound.    I  think  the 

flesher.    It  is  the  fleshy  side  of  the  leather.     It  question  is  between  sheets  and  cards.    We  have 

has  no  strength  whatever.    You  get  a  loose- back  used  cards  and  are  now  experimenting  with  the 

book  with  a  lining  of  very  poor  material.     If  any  sheets.     I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  better 

one  thinks  he  is  getting  a  combination  of  both  way.  for  the  reason  that  Mr.   Dewey  gave  the 

methods  he  will  find  in  a  short  time  that  he  is  other  day,  that  the  cards  are  so  easily  abstracted, 

very  much  mistaken.  either  purposely  or  accidentally. 

This  resolution  has  been  handed  me.     I  should  W:   C.   Lane.— The  same  thing  applies  to 

like  to  have  It  referred  to  the  committee  on  reso-  some  extent  to  sheets,  unless  they  are  kept  in 

Intiom:  **  Resolved^  That  the  A.  L.  A.  memorial-  some  kind  of  a  binder.    The  separate  strips  as 

Ize  the  entbe  book-publishing  trade  of   North  they  arc  left  in  a  drawer  would   make  a  very 

America,  requesting  them  to  abstain  from  intro-  handy  shelf-list. 

ducing  maps,  illustrations,  or  any  printed  matter  Miss  M.  I.  Crandall.  —  In  the  library  exhibit 

on  the  end-papers  or  linings  of  book-covers,  there  is  a  sample  shelf-list  sent  by  the  AdelphI 

snch  as  maps.  etc. ,  these  having  always  to  be  sac-  Academy,  of  Brooklyn.    The  index-size  cards  are 

rificed  when  the  book  is  rebound."    Referred.  in  one  little  box.    They  are  portable,  can  be  held 

Mhi  Nina  E.  Browne  read  an  abstract  of  her  in  one  hand,  and  I  think  there  is  sufladent  protec- 

paper  on  tlon  against  loss. 
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Chairman  Cuttbr.  —  I  noticed  in  the  German  put  it  too  strongly  in  favor  of   sheets,  being 

section  yesterday  a  shelf-list  kept  on  P  sized  much  impressed  at  the  moment  with  Mr.  Dewey's 

cards  (square,  however)  in  a  little  basket-case  or  idea  of  the  danger  of  theft.     I  think,  after  all. 

box  with  a  cover.    The  Rudolph  books  combine  that  that  is  not  so  large,  and  that  on  the  whole  I 

all  the  advantages  of  cards,  sheets,  and  books.  prefer  the  cards. 

Miss  E.  M.  Chandler.  —  Our  subject  catalog  J.  N.  Wing.  —  A  good  idea  is  to  provide  small 

in  Buffalo  is  our  shelf-list  for  everything  except  slips  of  paper  and  have  your  clerks  go  around 

novels.    Our  shelf-list  is  kept  on  cards  in   the  and  put  a  slip  in  each  book  with  the  accession 

office.    Our  books  are  classified  by  the  decimal  number  on  it.    This  can  be  done  at  pleasure, 

classification,  but  they  are  numbered  numerically  At  a  certain  day  collect  all  these  slips.    You  can 

in  each  class,  and  we  keep  a  book  of  shelf  statis-  do  this  in  a  few  hours.    Then  you  can  take  your 

tics,  showing  in  each  class  the  last  number  of  time  to  count  or  tabulate  the  slips.    As  they  go 

book  in  that  class,  and  assign  the  new  number  round  the  clerks  must  see  that  the   accession 

from  that  book.     In  inventorying  we  make  a  number  corresponds  with  the  one  in  the  book, 

series  of  check-books,  entering  opposite  the  class  We  tried  this  some  time  ago  in  Scribner's  in  our 

number  the  total  numbers  of  books  in  the  class.  American  department.    Some  two  or  three  weeks 

We  take  down  only  numbers  of  missing  books,  before  we  wrote  down  the  title  and  pnblish- 

and  do  it  in  a  short  time.  er  on  each  slip.      One  afternoon  we  all  com- 

W:  C.  Lanb.  — When  a  book  is  found  to  be  menced  at  5  o'clock,  and  before  10  o'clock  had 

missing,  how  do  you  find  out  what  book  it  is  ?  every  slip  out  of  that  whole  stock.     Each  boy 

Miss  Chandler.  —  By  comparison  with  our  had  a  box,  and  the  slips  were  put  in  the  boxes 

catalog.    After  we  have  finished  the  inventory  and  locked  up.     In  the  course  of  a  month  the 

we  compare  the  numbers  entered  in  our  check-  record  was  made.    Next  year  we  had  a  complete 

book  as  missing  with  the  corresponding  cards,  record  of  the  past  year's  account,  and  could  com- 

and  in  this  way  make  a  list  of  those  missing.  pare  it  title  for  title. 

F:  M.  Crundxn.  —  Our  inventory  is  the  classi-  r  j'    *•      j  ^t-    * 

_  ^              -             «  ,  ,         ,          ,„    .          .    .  Indicating  aupltcates, 
fied  part  of  our  official  catalog.    We  have  it  in 

the  catolog-room  and  use  it  as  a  subject  catalog  ^  member.  -  In  examining  the  shelf-llst  of 

all  through  the  year.  *^*  Columbia  College  Library  I  found  that  du- 

G.  M.  Jones.  -  How  many  librarians  present.  P"'****  '"*"*  rewritten  and  a  second  copy  of  the 

in  taking  stock,  simply  verify  the  fact  that  a  ^""^  *^  *°  ^^'  *  '^^''"^  *"^^  ^°  ^^"^  »^^*'- 

certaln  number  is  on  the  shelf,  and  do  not  see  ^^^^'    ^^  "^  method  the  accession  number  of 

whether  that  number  represents  the  proper  book.  *^*^  duplicate  is  written  alongside  the  original 

1.^.,  do  they  read  the  titles  or  only  the  numbers  ?  ^''^'^'    '^^^  ^*""  indicating  which  copy  it  is  is 

Seven  read  titles  ;  five  do  not.  '^^^"^^  '"  ^*^  *^^*^  '***  classified  number,  so  that 

A.  W.  Tyler. -The  Peabody  Library  has  a  '°  <^»»«king  in  inventorying  we  check  from  the 

column  in  the  accession  book  ruled  for  check-  »hc"-W8t  and  are  able  to  tell  the  accession  number 

marks.     They  carry  their  accession  book  into  *^  *  ^""P^  ^'  missing. 

the  alcoves  and  check  each  book  by  number.  ^'  ^'  Jones. -If  we  have  five  copies  of  a 

They  Uke  a  little  blank-book  and  check  every  ^^  ^^^^  are  lettered  A,  B,  C,  and  so  on.    We 

volume  by  its  accession  number.    Then    they  write  the  accession  number  ordinarily,  following 

look  up  the  accession  numbers  of  the  missing.  "^'^^  ^^^^  ^^"*"-     ^"  ^^^^"  ^°*^«  *°  •  ^^"«  '* 

In  a  library  under  50,000  it  strikes  me  that  is  «^^*'  '"^  ''^''^^^^  ^^^  "*  "**^  *°  "'^'^•^  ^*>« 

the  quickest  way.  sheet.    In  one  case  we  found  it  necessary  to 

R.  B.  Poole.  ^My  catalog  is  on  the  Dewey  *"**''  ""  reference:  ••  See  sheet  at  beginning." 

system  and  Cutter  numbers.    In  checking  off  we  ^^"  ^-  ^'  ^^^'  "^*'  ^^•^  °^*  *^«  P''*^*^^^ 

have  just  to  call  the  letter,  book  number,  and  '^"*  y""  ^^"^  **  Columbia,  to  re-enter  each 

,Izc  duplicate  ? 

Miss  Adelaide  Underhill.  -  How  many  pre-  ^-  ^-  ^"^^^  "  ^^  ""^^  *°  ^  '*"«  practice  in 

fer  cards  and  how  many  sheets?  Columbia.    As  a  rule  we  now  seldom  take  a 

32  prefer  sheets,  16  cards,  and  two  the  book.  «*^^"^  "°^  '^^  *  »*^^°^  ^^^P^  ^'  ^^«  ^*^- 

one  the  Rudolph  indexer.  one  the  combination  ^'  ^*  ^«  badge. 

of  book,  sheets,  and  cards  for  different  subjects.  Pres.  Dewey.  —  The  badge  as  voted  last  year 

F:  M.  CRtJNDEN.  —  I  cannot  vote  on  this  till  was  made  up  and  shown  to  30  or  40  members. 

I  try  it.    I  am  trying  it  this  summer.    I  fear  I  It  was  thought  too  large  to  be  satisfactory,  and 
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■o  supply  was  made  m  the  committee  had  no  First.  One  on  a  thoroughly  busineM  basis,  in 

anthoiitj  to  reduce.     I  now  move  that  the  badge  which  membership  would  involve  a  medical  ez- 

fBeatioQ  be  referred  to  the  executive  commit-  amination,  and  In  which  the  assessments  would 

lee  with  power  to  make  any  needed  changes,  be  graded  according  to  age,  as  for  instance,  %i 

Voted.  for  persons  under  thirty;  $3  under  forty;  f4 

PUNTING  PtoCEEDiNGS.  under  fifty,  etc. 

B:  P.  Mann.  —  In  our  previous  proceedings  Second.   An  association  similar  to  the  General 

snaccesiary  prominence  is  given  to  the  Individ-  Secretaries  Insurance  Alliance  -of    the    Young 

DiUty  of  the  person  who  spoke.  Men's  Christian  Associations,  which  allows  any 

I  move  that  the  executive  committee  be  in-  employee  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Assocla- 

stmcted  to  condense  discussions  as  far  as  possi-  tion  to  become  a  member  without  a  medical  ex- 

ble  and  eliminate  all  such  individual  matter  as  is  Inatlon,  on  the  payment  of  $2.10.    There  is  no 

not  really  necessary  to  a  clear  report.  scale  as  to  age.    The  only  officer  is  a  secretary- 

J.  K.  HosiC£K.  — I  believe  in  compressing,  but  treasurer,  who  attends  to  all  the  business. 

h  ought  to  be  done  with  discretion.  The  basis  of  organization  is  the  simplest  pos- 

Pres.  Dbwey.  —  The  vote  passed  a%  Round  Isl-  slble  ;  Its  motto  is  *'  Bear  ye  one  another's  bur- 

aad  giving  to  Mr.  Cutter,    as   editor  of    the  dens." 

/(Mtrwalt  power  to  cut  down  wherever  necessary.  Your  committee  think  that  a  mutual  help  as- 

haa  not  been  rescinded,  so  we  have  already  in  sociition  among  librarians,  on  the  basis  of  the 

office  a  most  ikilfnl  Cutter  and  need  not  take  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  from  the 

farther  action.  simplicity  of  Its  organization  and  its  limited  re- 

I  suggest  that  the  publication  be  left  to  the  quirements,  would  commend   Itself  to  a  much 

Lihrary   journal  and    that    we    refer    to    the  larger  number  than  the  first  named. 

finance  committee   with   power  to   deride  the  On  behalf  of  the  committee, 

amoant  the  Association  will  contribute.     We  all  R.  B.  Poo  lb.  Chairman, 

tare  .  dteposhioo  to  help  support  the  Library  ^   ^^^^  _  j„  ,^^  p„bllsher.'  Assoctation. 

y«.n.»/  which  has  been  carried  on  a.  a  labor  ^j^^^,^^  ,  ^^  ^  ^^^^„  ,^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^„ 

of  love  from  the  beginning.  ^       m>                    tv.  >     -n        ^,  .k-.  ^v^i. 

--     _-            ,  ^^*      ^*        ,  pay  about  $12  a  year.    That  will  cover  the  whole 

Mr.  Mann  withdrew  his  motion.  ^^^ 


S:S.  Green.  —  I    move  that   the  matter  of 


ground.     We  have  about  1,300  members  in  the 

,,,.-.                J,        ._       ^        J        t-  association  and  it  Is  one  of  the  best  organ iza- 

pnblication  of  the  proceedings  be  referred  to  the  ,           •    .      1 ,  .u-  1    :.  u^..-.,  .«  ..^.^.x^..*  tku 

'^         ,      ^      ^     ;^                 ,r      J  tions.     I  should  think  it  better  to  support  this 

executive  board  with  power.     Voted.  ,       ^                        ,                  ^     ..  ^  iiu,„,i 

rather  than  start  a  weak  one  among  the  librari- 

NSXT  MEETING.  ans.     If  any  one  wishes  to  know  more  about  It 

After  some  discussion  it  was  voted  to  refer  to  and  will  address  me  I  will  put  the  letter  in  the 

the  executive  board  wi»h  power  of  all  matters  re-  hands  of  the  sccreury. 

lating  to  the  time  and  place  of  next  meeting.  H.  H.  Cook. —  I  can  say  from  some  knowl- 
For  the  information  of  the  board  the  preferences  edge  of  the  subject  that  the  Publishers'  Associa- 
of  those  present  were  taken  as  to  place  of  meet-  tion  has  a  very  desirable  surplus  now  and  is  pay- 
ing, and  it  appeared  that  37  preferred  some  point  ing  all  assessments  very  promptly.  It  has  cost 
on  the  sea^coast  and  18  Asheville,  N.  C.  me  for  the  last  10  or  12  years  not  more  than  $8 
R.  B.  Poole  read  his  report  on  or  |io  a  year. 

T.  N.  Wing. —The  constitution  limits  assess- 

LIFE  insurance.  ■'              ^                                           n            J    •!.«.    1«— — 

mcnt  to  $13.20  per  year.      Beyond  that  losses 

Your  committee  appointed  at  the  Lakewood  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^e  surplus  already  accumulated. 

Conference  to  take  into  consideration  the  matter  p.  ^    Crunden.  —  If  librarians  are  eligible 

of  an  organUation  for  mutual  insurance  would  ^^^^  ^^^u  ^^  better  to  join  a  strong  association 

respectfully  report  that  they  rcgaid  it  advisable  ^j^^^,  ^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^f  iheir  own. 

to  form  such  an  association,  if  a  sufficient  num-  g.  p  ^^5,^.  —  The  Library  Association  ought 

her  of  librarians  are  ready  to  become  members.  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^n  this  matter  only  after  mature 

The  constitutions  of  two  or  three  different  or-  consideration 

ganlzations,  having  for  their  object  the  rendering  .^^^  ^^^^^^  '^^^  ,j^,j  ^^  ^y^^  j^^ble. 
of  pecuniary  assistance  to  the  friends  of  deceased 

members,  have  been  examined  by  your  commit-  state  and  law  sections. 

tee,  and  two  forms  of  organization  suggest  them-  Pres.  Dewey.  —The  Association  of  Sute  Li- 

felvei •  brarians  requested  the  council  to  approve  a  mod- 
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ification  by  which  it  should  be  replaced  by  two  gress  Auxiliary,  to  Pres.  Harper,  and  the  trus- 

new  sectioDs:  a  State  Library  Association  as  a  tees  of  Chicago  University;  to  the  city  author- 

section  of  the  A.  L.  A.  to  bring  together  those  ^"^^^^^  ^J'*?w^'''J''  '^v  ^^I^Q^f  ""n^^l^T^"^ 
,  ^,,  ,,  ,^«.,.  .  Library,  to  the  New  Yorlc  State  Board  of  Man- 
interested  in  any  relations  of  the  State  to  libraries,  agcrs,  and  the  National  Board  of  Lady  Managers 

and  the  other  a  law  section.     The  council  has  of  the  Woman's  Building,  for  kindly  furnishing 

approved  the  change.    Will  the  Association  ap-  the  Association  with  rooms  for  its  meetings;  to 

prove  the  modification,  that  the  Association  of  ^^^i™*"  ""i*?"^  \^if  1«*\  ^^"""/"^^  '^^  ^^ 

!.        T  «L      *        ^     jt  !^  ^  f          «        ...  efforts  to  provide  for  the  comfort  and  enjoyment 

Slate  Librarians  be  divided  into  a  Sute  Library  of  the  Association;  and  to  the  Chicago  Library 

Association  and  a  law  section?  Club  for  its  unique  and  delightful  entertainment. 

Voted.  That  the  Association  also  return  thanks  to  the 

F:  M.  Crunden,  chairman,  offered  the  follow-  Woman's  Club  and  the  Fortnjghtly  Club  for  their 

.                                              '  courteous  hospiulity;  to  the  French  and    the 

mgastbe  German  publishers  for  their  polite  attention; 

and  to  the  local  committee  of  the  Folk  Lore 

REPORT  OF  THE  RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE.  Congress  for  inviiatlons  to  their  novel  and  in- 

Resolved,  That  the  A.  L.  A.  memorialize  the  »^™ctive  concert, 

entire  book  publishing  trade  of  North  America,  Adopted. 

requesting  them  to   abstain  from    introducing  Resolved,  That  this  Association  has  heard  with 

maps,  illustrations,  or  any  printed  matter  on  the  deep  regret  of  the  death — sudden  and  far  from 

end-papers  or  linings  of  book-covers,  such 'maps,  her  home  —  of  Miss   Harriet  £.  Green,  whose 

etc,  having  always  to  be  sacrificed  when  the  warm  interest    in  our  work,  good    judgment, 

book  is  rebound.  frank  and  friendly  expression  of  opinion,  skill 

Accepted  and  referred  to  council.  »"<*  accomplishment  as  a  cataloger  and  indexer. 

Resolved.  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  A.  L.  A.  ^?^  w  JS'.^*'  ^^'^  "^^^''^  *""*  ^^""^^  ""'  ""^ 

the  qualifications  and  salaries  of  libraryassistants  ^"^^  *'°«'"»"' 

in  important  positions  should  be  on  a  par  with  Adopted  by  a  rising  vote, 

high  school  teachers;  that  applicants  for  positions  Resolved,  ThAi  the  A.  L.  A.  hears  with  deep 

in  libraries  should  have  at  least  a  high  school  regret  of  the  illness  of  Mrs.  Ada  North    and 

education ;  and  that  the  heads  of  large  libraries  hopes  for  her  speedy  recovery;  that  we  regard 

should  have  salaries  not  less  than  those  of  public  Mrs.  North  as  one  of  our  most  earnest  workers, 

school  superintendents  in  the  same  cities.  and  rejoice  in  the  recognition  which  her  dis- 

Referred  to  the  council.  tinguished  services  to  the  library  cause  in  Iowa 

r>..w...v   Tk-.  .U-.  ^^^K^.«  ^4  *u^  A-«    I  have  received  from  her  associates  in  that  State; 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  American  ,.  „^  .u^.<«  ,^«i„»4^..-  k-  ^^*^^^a  ^«  *t,.  ,»^^,a1 

T  iK»«»»  A..^^i»«i^-.  u^^^  u^-.-. ^t Ji     J—  that  these  resolutions  be  entered  on  tne  records 

and  rare  executive  ability  which  have  been  dis- 

played  by  Miss  Mary  Salome  Culler,  chairman  Adopted. 

of  the  committee  which  has  prepared  the  exceed-  Resolved,  That  special  recognition  is  due  to  our 
ingly  successful  library  exhibit  which  forms  so  retiring  treasurer,  Mr.  H:  J.  Carr,  for  years  of 
valuable  a  portion  of  the  display  of  the  United  efficient  service  in  that  peculiarly  arduous  and 
States  Bureau  of  Education  in  the  government  thankless  position,  for  whic]^  his  conscientious- 
building,  and  desire  to  express  to  Miss  Cutler  ness  and  business  methods  particularly  fitted  him. 
their  heartiest  thanks  for  the  zealous  interest  Adopted  by  a  rising  vote. 

'  visions : 

Adopted.'  ist^  A  provision  that  there  shall  be  supplied 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Association  to  every  depository  of  public  documents  desig- 

are  due  to  the  Hon.  William  T.  Harris,  United  nated  by  law  a  copy  of  the  Congressional  Rec- 

States  Commissioner  of  Education,  for  his  read-  ord  (bound),  one  of  the  Statutes- at-Large,  and 

iness  in  advancing  library  interests  and  for  the  a  copy  of  every  other  government  publication, 

kindness,   generosity,  and   wisdom  which    have  not  a'ready  supplied  to  such  depository,  printed 

characterized  his  efforts  to  make  the  library  ex-  at  the  Government  Printing  Office,  including  the 

hibit  creditable  and  satisfactory.  publications  of  all  bureaus  and  offices  of  the 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Association  government,  excepting  bills,  resolutions,  docu- 
appreciate  very  highly  the  valuable  and  unre-  ments  printed  for  the  special  use  of  committees 
quited  services  which  have  been  rendered  by  of  Congress,  and  circulars  designed,  not  for 
Messrs.  J.  N.  Lamed,  W:  T.  Peoples,  and  C:  C.  communicating  information  to  the  public,  but 
Soule,  as  chairmen  respectively  of  the  committees  for  use  within  the  several  executive  depart- 
on  the  Selection  of  books  for  the  A.  L.  A.  Library,  ments  and  ofl&ces  of  the  government, 
on  the  Collection  of  books,  and  on  Architectural  Also  a  provision  for  supplying  a  number  of 
plans  and  representations.  libraries  additional  to  depositories  now  desig- 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  A.  L.  A.  are  nated  by  law  a  selection  at  least  of  the  more 

due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  World's  Con-  valuable  publications  of  the  government. 
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Secondly,  Provision  for  the  preparation  by  ings  to  learn  how  to  do  their  own  work  better  or 

the  ffoj^rnment  itself  of  a  comprehensive  index  at  less  cost.    Some  are  always  ready  to  attend 
of  pnbllc  documents  covering  the  whole  ground  .x       j*  ui  _        n 

up  to  date.  foUowed  by  annual  supplemenU.  *"y  reception,  dinner,  or  coaching  party.    Per. 

adventure  some  for  a  great  occasion  would  for 

It  was  moved  that  M.  Hartwig's  paper  referred  the  A.  L.  A.  attend  the  Wild  West  show.     But 

by  the  World's  Congress  of  Librarians  to  the  did  you,  in  response  to  my  urgent  request  this 

Amerlcsui  Library  Association  be  referred  to  the  past  year,  write  even  one  article  calling  atten- 

coancll.    Voted.  tion  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  work  of  this  As- 

Dr.  NOuxNBBRG.  —  Mr.  President,  ladies,  and  soclation  ?    Did  you  write  one  letter  ?    Did  you 

gentlemen:  Before  you  adjourn  the  World's  Fair  make  a  single  call  on  any  of  the  many  men  and 

Conference  of  the  A.  L,  A.  may  it  be  permitted  women  whom  you  know  you  could  interest  if  you 

to  a  foreign  librarian  to  say  a  few  words  to  ^^^"^  ^^^  ^^mc  and  cared  to  make  the  effort  ?  Did 

yon?  you  do  anything  that  proved   your  active  in- 

¥nien  in  Germany  I  always  had  a  peculiar  In-  merest  ?    I^  you  answer  "  no,"  as  some  of  you 

terest    in  American    libraries  and  American  li-  must  (and  I  do  not  forget  how  much  we  owe  to 

brary  administration.    I  liked  to  read  the  Library  those  of  you  who  can  answer  *•  yes  "),  may  I  ask, 

jntrmal  and    other  American    publications   on  Have  you  thought  whether  you  are  holding  a 

library  matters,  and  I   was  happy  to  have  a  place  that  ought  to  be  filled  by  some  one  more 

chance  to  come  to  America  and  see  with  my  own  vitally  interested  in  this  great  work  ?    For  such 

eyes  the  work  you  are  doing.  men  to  retain  their  positions  when  there  are 

You  Americans  are  so  kind  as  to  say  Germany  others  who  would  accomplish  in  them  so  much 

is  ahead  in  higher  education  and  universities,  but  more  good,  is  like  a  blind  man  retaining  the  best 

I  will  say  that  America  is  ahead  of  the  whole  seat  at  a  parade.    This  is  a  hard  saying  but  it 

world  in  the  education  of  the  people  by  public  Is  true,  that  there  are  in  the  libraries  of  America 

libraries.    The  admirable  progress  your  public  to  day  too  large  a  percenuge  of  officials  who 

libruies  have  made,  the  unsurpassed  position  have  never  done  anything  for  the  profession 

they  take  among  public  libraries  of  all  the  world,  that  would  grace  It  like  their  leaving  it.    Those 

is  almost  wholly  due  to  your  work,  the  work  of  for  whom  this  is  meant  are  seldom  in  our  meet- 

the  A.  L.  A.   I  am  delighted  that  I  had  a  chance  ings  to  hear,  but  the  words  may  reach  them  at 

to  meet  with  you  all  these  days,  to  make  the  per-  second  hand  and  perhaps  bear  fruit.     I  have 

sonal  acquaintance  of  so   many  librarians  well  said  to  more  than  one,  "  You  ought  to  change 

known  on  both  sides  of  the  ocean,  to  see  your  your  personal  relation  to  your  work  or  else  re- 

ispHi  de  tprps^  the  earnest  zeal  you  spend  In  your  sign  it  to  one  with  the  modern  library  spirit." 

life-work  with  so  great  success.     I  shall  write  If  the  old  library  was  a  splendid  mausoleum  or 

in  praise  of   your  Association  to  my   fellow-  reservoir,  the  modern  library  is  a  quickening 

librarians  in  Germany,  and  I  hope  the  proceed-  spirit. 

ings  will  promote  the  international  relations  of  For  ten  days  we  have  held  meetings  which 
librarians  and  libraries.  Let  me  expness  to  you  for  attendance  and  interest  have  won  the  ad- 
the  best  and  most  hearty  wishes  for  the  future  of  miration  of  all  observers.  More  than  one  offi- 
your  admirable  Association.  cial  who  has  seen  scores  of  similar  gatherings 
Pres.  Dewsy.  —  As  I  omitted  the  president's  during  this  exposition  has  said  that  for  success- 
address  in  order  to  make  time  for  others,  you  ful  work  the  A.  L.  A.  has  easily  won  the  first 
will  pardon  my  plain  word  as  I  lay  down  the  place.  I  am  proud  that  in  the  heart  of  the 
gavel  at  the  close  of  my  17  years'  active  offi-  greatest  collection  of  attractions  which  the 
cial  work  for  the  A.  L.  A.  A  great  work  has  world  has  ever  seen  we  have  proved  our  vital 
been  accomplished,  but  it  is  only  the  beginning.  Interest  in  our  chosen  library  work  by  such  a 
My  question  is  personal  to  each  :  Have  you  splendid  series  of  sessions  as  stand  to  our 
done,  are  you  doing,  will  you  do   your  part?  credit. 

Some  will  join  the  A.  L.  A.  and  pay  the  paltry        With  justifiable  pride  in  our  past,  unfaltering 

annual  fee  toward  Its  support  and  the  subscrip-  courage   for  the  present,  and  unshaken  confi- 

tlon  to  the  Library  journal  which  never  repie-  dence  in  our  future,  I  declare  this  iCth  general 

seated  Its  real  cost.  Some  will  come  to  our  meet-  meeting  adjourned. 
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SUMMARY  OF   VOTES 
Taken  on  Various  Questions  Discussed  Duuno  the  Conference. 

Of  those  who  have  ueed  boih  systems,  4  favor  About  half  define  pamphlets  as  nnbonnd  pnbii- 

making  book-stacks  more  than  one  story  high;  4  cations  of  100  pages  or  less ;  about  half  consider 

oppose.  unbound  publications  pamphlets  regardless   of 

Very  few  chief  librarians  are  required  to  give  number  of  pages, 

an  official  bond.  No  one  believes  that  the  days  of  the  subject 

Unanimous,  with  one  exception,  that  the  libra-  catalog  are  numbered  or  that  bibliographies  will 

rian  should  not  be  a  member  of  the  board  of  supersede  It  within  a  generation, 

trustees;  xa  thought  he  should  be  secretary  of  Only  2  believe  in  finding  full  name  of  author 

the  board;  but  a  majority  thought  not.  at  whatever  cost  of  time  ;  17  use  full  name,  if  it 

Two  to  one  believe  teaching  pays  better  than  can  be  found  with  moderate  research ;  4  would 

library  work.  give  full  name  in  a  small  library,  if  it  Is  at  hand  ; 

Unanimous  that  a  list  of  library  salaries  should  47  favor  giving  details  about  authors  on  infor- 

be  published.  matlon  cards,  if  it  is  given  at  ail ;  xa  believe  It  is 

Unanimous,  with  one  exception,  that  catalog-  desirable  to  give  it  in  all  cases, 
ers  should  have  a  separate  room.  Should  a  list  of  subject  headings  for  a  cat- 
Four  to  one  that  cataiogers  should  have  short-  alog  be  prepared  for  printing?  —  aye,  41;  no, 
er  hours  than  other  library  workers.  9. 

All  libraries,  with  one  exception,  import  Eng-  Two  take  stock  more  frequently  than  once 

Hsh  books  duty  free.  a  year;  la  annually;  4  once  in  two  years;  s 

Almost  unanimous  that  it  does  not  pay  to  col-  once  In  three  years;  3  less  frequently;  a  not  at 

late  all  new  books.  all. 

Comparatively  few  keep  a  book  in  which  they  In  taking  stock  7  identify  each  book;  5  simply 

record  withdrawals  from  the  library.  account  for  the  proper  number  of  books;  3a  pre- 

Twenty  keep  a  continuation  boolc  fer  sheets  for  a  check-list ;  16  cards;  i  a  book  ; 

Twelve  keep  juvenile  books  together  on  the  i  the  Rudolph  book;  and  i  a  combination  of  all 

shelves ;  14  prefer  to  disperse  them  throughout  for  dlfiferent  subjects, 

the  library.  In  giving  statistics  of  number  of  volumes  in  11- 

Fifteen  use  dummies  to  represent  books  out  of  brary,  3  take  last  number  in  accession  book;  14 

place  and  like  them;  a  have  tried  them  and  given  do  th is aixl  deduct  withdrawals  ;  3  count  shelf-list, 

them  up  ;  no  one  uses  dummies  to  show  books  and  xa  count  the  books;  i  counts  duplicates  not 

temporarily  out  In  circulation.                             ,  in  actual  use;  a  do  not. 

NEW  YORK   LIBRARY   ASSOCIATION. 

The  pressure  of  business  having  extended  the  brary  interests  of  the  Empire  State  were  earnest- 
general  meeting  of  the  A.  L.  A.  so  that  theses-  ly  discussed  by  nearly  of  40  their  best  cham- 
»ion  of  the  New  York  Library  Association  pions.  A  report  of  the  results  will  be  found  as 
couUl  not  be  held  as  planned  at  the  close  of  the  usual  in  the  state  library  report.  Mr.  Dewey, 
meeting  in  the  Now  York  State  building  on  who  has  been  president  from  the  first,  insisted 
Thursday,  an  evening  session  was  called  for  that  election  of  new  officers  would  increase  the 
Friday.  Twenty-seven  members  sat  down  to  a  influence  of  the  Association,  which  he  wished  to 
dinner  on  the  roi>f  of  the  beautful  New  York  be  the  adviser  and  strong  ally  of  the  library  and 
State  building,  overlooking  the  lake  and  the  university  in  their  official  library  work.  W.  T. 
d.eam  city,  Venice  in  America.  After  dinner  the  Peoples,  of  the  New  York  Mercantile,  was  chosen 
remaining  members  joined  the  paity,  and  from  president ;  Miss  E.  M.  Coe,  of  the  New  York 
7:jio  to  10  i\M.  was  held  one  of  the  modt  profit-  Free  Circulating,  and  W.  S.  Biscoe,  of  the  New 
able  meetings  since  organitation  in  xSgo.  The  York  State,  vice  presidents  ;  Inspector  W.  R. 
chairs  were  grouped  among  the  plants  and  Eastman,  of  the  state  public  libraries  department, 
shrubs  that  transformed  the  south  front  under  secretary,  and  J.  N.  Wing,  of  the  library  depart- 
the  Belvidere  into  a  garden,  and  In  the  perfect  ment  of  Charles  Scriboer*sSons,  fotmerlyof  the 
stillness  of  the  summer  night  the  important  It-  New  York  Mercantile,  trensorer. 
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Two  meetings  were  held,  beside  numerous  to  try  a  law  section  of  the  A.  L.  A.  for  this  par- 
conferences  among  the  few  specially  interests  d.  pose,  and  on  request  of  the  Association  of 
J.  P.  Dann,  ex'-state  librarian  of  Indiara,  pre-  State  Librarians,  approved  by  the  council  of  the 
sided  at  the  first,  Melvil  Dewey  at  the  second.  A.  L.  A.,  the  new  section  was  authorized. 
The  time  was  almost  wholly  given  up  to  dis-  The  other  and  chief  interest  came  from  those 
cussing  informally  and  fully  the  reasons  that  who  realized  that  the  most  important  library 
prevented  larger  attendance  and  greater  inter-  problem  now  before  the  country  was  the  relation 
est.  A  unanimous  agreement  was  reached  as  of  the  states  to  libraries.  This  includes  legisla" 
follows  :  tion,  subsidies,  state  aid,  exemption  from  taxa- 

This  Association  was  organized  at  St.  Louis  tion,  public  documents  and  their  distribution,  or- 
ia  1889,  and  accepted  as  a  Sl^ction  of  the  A.  L.  A.  ganization  of  the  library  interests  of  each  state. 
It  issued  a  carefully  prepared  platform  of  prin-  library  commissions,  travelling  libraries,  public 
ciples,  which  has  been  of  material  service  In  libraries  departments,  annotated  lists  of  best 
many  cases  in  preventing  bad  and  securing  good  books  prepared  and  distributed  by  the  state 
legislation  and  administration.  Several  of  its  authorities,  and  indeed  every  question  concern- 
committees  did  excellent  work.  The  next  meet-  ing  the  state's  relation  to  library  interest, 
ing  at  Fabyan's  failed  to  bring  out  the  larger  Though  the  organization, administration,  and 
number  of  state*  librarians  hoped  for.  The  few  work  of  state  libraries  is  one  of  the  most  impor- 
earnest  ones,  however,  held  several  profitable  tant  questions  under  this  general  head,  it  is  one 
sessions,  and  agreed  to  make  a  strong  effort  to  in  which  vei  y  few  of  the  present  state  librarians 
secure  a  fuller  attendance  at  succeeding  meet-  take  any  interest.  It  was  therefore  decided  to 
ings,  especially  at  Chicago.  change  the  name  and  broaden  the  scope  of  the 

At  the  California  meeting  in  1891  so  few  were  section  by  making  it  the  "  State  Library  Asso- 
present  that  nothing  was  done,  as  in  most  of  elation  "  instead  of  the  "  Association  of  State 
the  other  sections.  At  Lakewood  in  1892  the  Librarians."  While  state  librarians  are  still 
experience  of  Fabyan's  was  repeated  with  small-  specially  invited  to  join  in  the  work,  it  is  felt 
er  attendance  and  fewer  sessions.  It  was  then  that  one  earnest  man  or  woman  really  concerned 
determined  to  make  a  last  effort  to  secure  a  to  promote  library  interests  is  worth  a  dozen 
general  conference  of  state  librarians  at  the  who  hold  official  titles  as  state  librarians,  but 
Chicago  meeting,  which  it  was  thought  would  lack  any  vital  interest  in  the  work  and  serious 
offer  greater  inducements  than  any  other.  After  responsibilities  confided  to  their  keeping.  A 
this  experience  those  who  have  been  faithful  in  number  of  the  most  earnest  and  active  workers 
the  work  through  all  five  years  agreed  that  it  of  the  A.  L.  A.  immediately  identified  them- 
was  useless  to  make  further  effort  in  the  present  selves  with  the  new  section  at  a  meeting  called 
form,  for  the  name  **  Association  of  State  Li-  at  the  close  of  the  Thursday  morning  session  of 
brarians  "  seemed  to  limit  it  to  officials,  and  it  the  A.  L.  A.  in  the  New  York  State  building. 
was  reluctantly  confessed  that  most  of  the  pres-  Melvil  Dewey  was  elected  president,  and  D.  A. 
ent  officials  lacked  interest  enough  in  their  work  Campbell,  state  librarian  of  Nebraska,  secretary. 
to  make  farther  efforts  worth  the  labor  they  After  an  encouraging  discussion  of  the  work 
would  cost.  Here  and  there  some  good  work  before  the  new  section  it  was  voted  that  a  hand- 
was  being  done,  but  as  a  rule  the  condition  of  book,  explaining  its  proposed  work,  be  issued 
the  state  libraries  was  most  deplorable  when  for  general  distribution  as  a  means  of  securing 
compared  with  what  they  ought  to  do.  new  members  and  extending  its  work. 

There  was  interest  manifested  in  two  quite  The  substance  of  this  handbook  will  be  fur- 
different  directions.  The  law  librarians  and  nished  for  an  early  number  of  the  Journal, 
several  of  the  state  librarians  who  had  large  Meantime,  every  reader  willing  to  work  with 
law  collections  felt  anxious  to  give  some  aiten-  the  new  section  is  asked  to  send  his  name  to  the 
tion  to  this  specialty  distinct  from  general  state  president,  Melvil  Dewey,  State  Library.  Albany, 
library  matters.     It  was  determined,  therefore,  N.  Y. 
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PUBLISHING   SECTION. 

The  meeting  of  the  Publishing  Section  was  in  future  to  call  for  the  payment  of  this  sum 

held  in  the  Liberal  Arts  Building,  in  the  rooms  annually. 

of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  at  Adjourned,  to  meet  again  on  Saturday,  July 

7  P.M.,  Tuesday,  July  i8.  23. 

The  secretary  made  an  informal  report  in  re-  July  22.  —  The  second  meeting  of  the  Pub- 

gard  to  the  publication  of  the  A.  L.  A.  Index,  lishing  Section  was  held  at  the  University  of 

no  formal  written  report  having  been  prepared  Chicago  at  the  close  of  the  final  meeting  of  the 

by  the  executive  board.  Association. 

The  section  proceeded  to  elect  officers,  and,  The  amendment  to  article  3  of  the  constitu- 
Mr.  Fletcher  having  declined  to  serve  another  tion  substituting  $5  for  f  10  as  the  annual  mem- 
year  as  president,  Mr.  Melvil  Dewey  was  elect-  bership  fee  was  adopted.  It  was  voted  that 
ed  president,  Mr.  W.  C.  Lane  was  re-elected  each  member  should  receive  one  copy  of  each 
secretary  and  treasurer,  and  Messrs.  Fletcher,  publication  issued,  the  balance  of  the  subscrip- 
Bowker  and  lies  were  elected  to  serve  with  the  tion  or  subscriptions,  if  any,  to  be  applied  to 
two  officers  above  named  as  the  executive  payment  for  additional  copies  of  any  publica- 
board.  tion  at  the  pleasure  of  the  member.  The  exec- 
Discussion  followed  in  regard  to  the  future  utive  board  was  instructed,  to  draw  up  suitable 
plans  of  the  section,  especially  on  a  possible  rules  to  carry  out  this  provision,  and  to  prepare 
index  of  portraits,  and  on  Mr.  lies'  plan  to  issue  a  handbook  for  distribution  containing  a  state- 
annotated  card-titles  or  annotated  lists  of  books  ment  of  the  plans  and  work  of  the  section, 
on  special  subjects.  Voted  that  the  Publishing  Section  retain  the 
An  amendment  to  article  3  of  the  constitution  control  of  publications  that  are  likely  to  pay  a 
was  offered,  changing  the  annual  fee  from  f  10  profit,  to  counterbalance  those  which  must  be 
to  $5,  this  to  be  acted  upon  at  another  meeting  issued  at  a  loss, 
to  be  held  later  in  the  week.     The  intention  is  Adjourned.                 W.  C.  Lane,  Secretary, 


COLLEGE   LIBRARY   SECTION. 

The  meeting  of  the  College  Library  Section  of  school  libraries  by  removing  the  less-used 

was  held  at  Chicago  Public  Library,  at  11  A.M.,  books.    Mr.  A.  Cunningham  showed  how  the 

Wednesday,  July  19.  accumulation  of  books  often  brings  better  ac* 

The  following  institutions  were  represented  :  commodation  and  increased  importance  for  the 
Adelphi  Academy,  Amherst,  Armour  Institute,  library.  Mr.  E.  C.  Richardson  spoke  of  the 
Bowdoin,  Buchtel  College,  University  of  Chi-  great  injury  done  by  injudicious  weeding, 
cago,  Columbia,  Cornell,  Drexel  Institute,  Glov-  Messrs.  Baker,  Fletcher,  and  Harris  defended 
ersville,  N.  Y.,  Library,  Hampton  Institute,  Har-  the  removal  of  superseded  books,  when  carried 
▼ard,  Illinois  State  Normal  University,  Indiana  out  cautiously,  as  being  essential  to  successful 
State  Normal  School,  the  University  at  Kiel,  administration  in  the  same  manner  as  is  a  wise 
the  Library  School,  Massachusetts  Institute  of  selection  of  volumes  at  the  start,  and  as  consist- 
Technology,  Michigan  State  Normal  School,  ent  with  the  generally  approved  practice  of 
University  of  Michigan,  University  of  Nebraska,  specialization  on  the  part  of  large  libraries. 
Newberry  Library,  Northfield  Seminary,  North-  Several  expressed  their  belief  in  the  practica- 
western  University,'  Princeton,  Teachers'  Col-  bility  of  extending  the  custom  of  loaning  books 
lege,  New  York  City,  Tulane  University,  Vassar,  between  libraries.  Mr.  W:  C.  Lane  reported 
Victoria  University,  and  Woman's  College,  that  the  number  of  such  loans  at  Harvard  was 
Baltimore.  so  great  as  to  render  desirable  the  preparation 

Mr.  G:  T.  Little  read  an  abstract  of  his  paper  of  special  blanks  to  be  used  for  this  purpose, 
on  School  and  College  Libraries.  Discussion  Mr.  C.  W.  Andrews  spoke  of  the  need  of  co- 
arose  on  the  advisability  of  limiting  the  size  operation  in  preparing  a  check-list  of  scientific 
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periodicals,  and  after  diacnssion  the  following  Princeton,  Cornell,  and  Columbia,  at  the  Uni- 

reiolve  was  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rich-  versity  of  Michigan,  and  at  the  Michigan  Sute 

ardson :  Normal  School.    Dr.  C.  Nurrenberg,  of  the  Uni- 

Resmiutd,  That  all  efforts  towards  check-lists  versity  Library  at  Kiel,  spoke  of  the  facilities 

of  the  less  common  periodicals  in  our  American  enjoyed  by  American  as  compared  with  Ger- 

libraries  should  have  the  heartiest  co-operation  ^an  students  in  the  use  of  university  libraries, 

of  the  college  librarians.  w     i-    w    u             /  i-        «   n  i        .. 

•  Mr.  G:  W,  Harris,  of  Cornell   University,  was 

Brief  statements  were  then  made  as  to  the  chosen  chairman  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  Mr. 

methods  of  instruction  In  bibliography  followed  C.  W.  Andrews,  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute 

at  the  Indiana  State  Normal  School,  Amherst,  of  Technology,  secretary. 
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AsBBBviATiom :  P,  Free;  L,  Libraiy;  Ln,  Librarian; 
P,  Public ;  At,  Aaaiftant ;  R  R,  Reading-room. 

Pignrca  before  a  name  ibow  lait  year  as  a  student  in 
Libfary  School. 

Ahern,  M..  E.,  Ln  Indiana  State  L,  Indianap- 
olis, Ind. 

Allan,  Blanche  A.,  As  P  L,  Omaha,  Neb. 

Allan,  Jessie,  P  Ln,  Omaha,  Neb. 

Allen,  Chilion  B,  Author,  Chicago,  111. 

Ambrose,  Lodilla,  As  Ln,  Northwestern  Uni- 
versity, Evanston,  111. 

'91,  Anderson,  Edwin  H.,  Ln  Carnegie  L, 
Braddock,  Pa. 

Andrews,  Clement  W.,  Ln  Mass.  Institute  of 
Technology,  Boston,  Mass. 

Angell,  M..  M.,  ist  As  Ln  Providence  Athenae- 
um, Providence,  R.  I. 

Avery,  Julia  O.,  Ln  Bill  Memorial  L,  Grolon, 
Ct. 

Bain,  James,  jr.,  P  Ln,  Turonto,  Ont. 

'ga.  Baker,  Bessie,  Cataloger  Armour  Institute, 
Chicago,  111. 

Baker,  G:  H.,  Ln  Columbia  College,  New  York 
City. 

Baker,  C:,  Page,  Columbia  College  L.,  New 
York  City. 

*gi,  Ball,  Lucy,  Ln  Public  School  L,  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich. 

Barnard,  H:,  ex-U.  S.  Com'r  of  Education, 
Hartford,  Ct. 

Barringer,  W.  N.,  Trustee  F  P  L,  Newark.  N.  J. 

Barton,  Edmund  M.,  Ln  Amer.  Antiquarian 
Soc.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Beard,  L.  Marion,  As  Ln  Scoville  Institute,  Oak 
Park,  111. 

Bedell,  Mrs.  Dell  B.,  R  R  As  F  P  L,  Newark, 
N.  J. 

Bedell,  Master  G.  E.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Beer,  W:,  Ln  Howard  Memorial  L,  New 
Orleans,  La. 

Benedict,  Laura  E.  W.,  Cataloger  Newberry  L, 
Chicago,  111. 


Bennett.  May  L.,  As  Ln  Armour  Institute,  Chi- 
cago, 111. 

Berry.  Silas  H.,  Ln  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

Berry,  Mrs.  Silas  IL,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Besant,  Walter,  Author,  London,  England. 

Bell,  Mrs.  M..  E.,  P  Ln,  Waltham,  Mass. 

Biscoe,   Walter  S.,  Catalog  Ln  N.  Y.  State  L, 
Albany.  N.  Y. 

Blatchford,   E.  W.,  Trustee  Newberry  L,  Chi- 
cago, 111. 

Boland,  Frank  T.,  Stenographer  N.  Y.  State  L, 
Albany,  N.  Y. 

Bowker,  R:  R.,  Trustee  Brooklyn  L,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. 

Howne,  J.  T.,  Ln  Amer.  Y.  M.  C.  A.'s  Hist  L, 
Springfield,  Mass. 

Bradley,   I:  S.,  Ln  State   Hist.  Soc,  Madison, 
Wis. 

Brett.  W:  11.,  P  Ln,  Cleveland,  O. 

Brett,  Mrs.  W:  IL,  Cleveland,  O. 

Brooks,   Florence,   R   R  As  Newberry  L,  Chi- 
cago, 111. 

Brown,   Arthur  N.,   Ln  U.  S.  Naval  Academy, 
Annapolis,  Md. 

Brown,  James  D.,    P  Ln,  Clerkcnwell,  London. 

'89,    Browne,    Nina    E.,    Ln    Library    Bureau, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Browning,  Eliza  G.,  P  L,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Buhre,   Martha    E.,   As   Ln  Scoville   Institute 
Oak  Park.  111. 

Buisson,  B:,  Dept  of  Education,  Paris,  France. 

'94,  Bullock,  Edna  D.,  Lincoln,   Neb.,  class  '94, 
N.  Y.  State  Library  School. 

'91,    Bunnell,    Ada,    Classifier   N.   Y.   State  L, 
Albany,  N.  Y. 

'91,   Burns,   W:  S.,   Cataloger  N.   Y.   State  L, 
Albany,  N.  Y. 

Campbell,  D.  A.,  State  Ln,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

Carr,  H:  J.,  P  Ln,  Scranton,  Pa. 

Carr,  Mrs.  H:  J.,  Scranton,  Pa. 

Carr,  Spencer  E.,   Manager  Rudolph  Indexer 
Co.,  Chicago,  111. 
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Chandler,   Ellen   M.,  Cataloger  Buffalo  L,  Buf- 
falo. N.  Y. 
Chase,  F:  A.,  City  Ln,  Lowell,  Mass. 
Chivers,  Ccdric,  Council  of  L.  A.  U.  K.,  Bath, 

Eng. 
'89,  Clarke,   Edith   E.,   Head   Cataloger  New- 
berry L,  Chicago,  111. 
Cleveland,  Josephine  P.,  Ln  Illinois  State  Hist. 

Soc.,  Springfield,  111. 
Coddington,   Hester,  Cataloger  Univ.  of  Chi- 
cago L,  Chicago,  111. 
Coe,  Ellen  M.,   Ln  N.  Y.   Free  Circulating  L, 

New  York  City. 
•88,  Cole,  G:  W.,  Ln  F  P  L,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 
Coleman,  Agnes,  As  P  L,  Chicago,  111. 
Colville,  Jean  E.,  Cataloger  Univ.  of  Chicago  L, 

Chicago,  111. 
Cooke,  H.  H.,  Manager  L  dept.  A.  C.  McClurg 

&  Co.,  Chicago,  111. 
Cowell,    Peter,     Principal    Ln   F   P   Libraries, 

Liverpool,  Eng. 
Crandall,  M..   I.,  Chief  Reviser  Newberry  L, 

Chicago,  111. 
•91,  Crawford,  Esther,  P  Ln,  Sioux  City,  la. 
Crunden,  F:  M.,  P  Ln,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Cunningham,  Arthur,  Ln  Indiana  State  Normal 

School,  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 
'89,  Cutler,  L:  S.,  Florence,  Mass.,  Ln  A.  L.  A. 

Exhibit. 
Cutler,   M..  S.,  Vice-Director  Library  School  ; 

Library  Examiner  University  of  State  of  N. 

Y. ;  Ln  of  Diocesan  Lending  L,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Culler,  C:  A.,  Winchester,  Mass.,  Ln. 
Daniels,  Joseph  L.,   Ln  Olivet  College,  Olivet, 

Mich. 
Davies,  J:  F.,  Ln  F  P  L,  Bulle  City,  Mont. 
Da  vies,  Mrs.  J:  F.,  Butte  City,  Mont. 
Davis,   Raymond   C,   Ln  Univ.    of  Michigan, 

Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 
Davis,  Mrs.  Raymond  C,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 
'88,  Denio,   Lilian,  Ln  Teacher's  College,  New 

York  City. 
Dewey,  Agnes,  Oneida,  N.  Y. 
Dewey,  Charlotte  A.,  Oneida,  N.  Y. 
Dewey,  George  A.,  Oneida,  N.  Y. 
Dewey,  Harry  M.,  Oneida,  N.  Y. 
Dewey,  Manford  J.,  Oneida,  N.  Y. 
Dewey,   Melvil,    Director   N.   Y.    State  L  and 

Library  School,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
'91,  Dexter,  Lydia  A.,  Cataloger  Newberry   L, 

Chicago,  111. 
Dick,  Mrs.  Wallace  P.,  Ln  State  Normal  School, 

Westchester,  Pa. 
Dixon,  Mrs.  Zella  A.,  Ln   Univ.  of  Chicago, 

Chicago,  III. 


Dunn,  J.  P.,  ex-State  Ln,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Dunn,  Mrs.  J.  P.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Eakins,  W.  G.,  Ln  Law  Soc.   Upper   Canada, 

Toronto,  Ont. 
Eakins,  Linda  A.,  As  P  L,  Cleveland,  O. 
Eddy,  M..  A.,  P  Ln,  Cold  water,  Mich. 
Elliot,  Carrie  L.,  Reference  dept.  P  L,  Chicago, 

111. 
'94,  Ellis,  E..  T.,  Peoria,  111.,  class  '94,  N.  Y. 

State  Library  School. 
Elmcndorf,  H.  L.,  Ln  F  P  L,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
Enright,  Etta,  As  P  L,  Chicago,  111. 
Farquhar,  E:,  As  Ln  Patent  Ofl5ce,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 
Faxon,  Mrs.  C.  C,  Cataloger  Sage  P  L,  West 

Bay  City,  Mich. 
Faxon,  F:  W.,  Library  dept.  Boston  Book  Co., 

Boston,  Mass. 
•92,    Feary,  C.    S.,   Cataloger   N.  Y.  State  L, 

Albany,  N.  Y. 
Fenton,  Jennie  M.,  As  Armour  Institute,  Chi- 
cago, 111. 
Fcrnald,  F:  C,  P(^,  Science  Monthly,  New  York. 
Finney,  Byron  A.,  As  Univ.  of  Michigan,  Ann 

Arbor,  Mich. 
Finney,  Mrs.  Ida  C,  Ln  Tappan  Presbyterian 

Assoc,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 
Firkins,  Ina,  As  Ln  Univ.  of  Minnesota,  Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 
Fletcher,  W:  I:,  Ln  Amherst  College,  Amherst, 

Mass. 
Flint,   Weston,   Statistician    U.    S.    Bureau  of 

Education,  Washington,  D.  C. 
*92,  Foote,  Elizabeth  L.,  As  P  L  dept.  N.  Y. 

State  L,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
'90,  Fowler,  M.. ,   Cataloger  Cornell  Univ.  L, 

Ithaca.  N.  Y. 
Francis,  M..,  Hartford,  Ct. 
Freeman,  Marilla  W.,  Cataloger  Newberry  L, 

Chicago,  111. 
Gale,  Ellen,  P.Ln,  Rock  Island,  111. 
Galliner,  Mrs.  H.  R.,  Ln  Library  Assoc.,  Bloom- 

ington,  lU. 
Garland,  Caroline  H.,  P  Ln,  Dover,  N.  H. 
Gauss,  E.  F.  L.,  First  As  Ln  P  L,  Chicago,  111. 
'94,  Gibson,  Irene,  Detroit.  Mich.,  class  '94,  N. 

Y.  State  Library  School. 
Gill,  C:  G.,  Ln  Tulane  Univ.,  New  Orleans,  La. 
Goddard,    E:  N.,  Ln  and   Trustee  Windsor   L 

Assoc,  Windsor,  Vt. 
Goldbcrger,  Ottilie,  As  P  L,  Chicago,  111. 
Gould,   C.   H.,  Ln   M*Gill   College,    Montreal, 

Can. 
'88,  Green,  K.  Laura,  Cataloger  P  L,  St.  LquIs, 

Mo. 
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Green,  S:  S.,  Ln  F  P  L,  Worcester,  Mass.  *88,  Jackson,  Annie  B.,  Book  Committee  P  L, 

Hagar,  S..  C,  Ln   Fletcher   F  L,  Burlington,  North  Adams,  Mass. 

Vt.  James,  M..  S.  R.,  Ln  People's  Palace  L,  E^st 

Hagar,   M..,    Burlington,    Vt.,  Smith    College,  London,  Eng. 

class  of  1893.  Jaquith,  Mrs.  O.   B.,  Ln   Norman 'Williams  P 

Haines,    Estelle,    Reference    Clerk    P    L,  Los  L,  Woodstock,  Vt. 

Angeles,  Cal.  Johnston,  D.  V.  R.,  Reference  Ln  N.  Y.  Stale 

Hanson,  James  C.  M.,  Cataloger  Newberry  L,  L,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Chicago,  III.  Johnston,  R.  H.,  Ln  Victoria  Univ.,  Toronto, 

Harper,  W:  R.,  Prcs,  Univ.  of  Chicago.  Ont. 

Harris,    Emma  G.,   Trustee    Harris   Institute,  '88,  Jones,  Ada  Alice,  Head   Cataloger  N.  Y. 

Woonsocket,  R.  I.  State  L,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Harris,  G:  W.,  Ln  Cornell  Univ.,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.  '89,  Jones,  Gardner  M.,  P  Ln,  Salem,  Mass. 

'93,  Harrison,  Joseph  L.,  North  Adams,  Mass.,  '92,  Jones,  M..  L.,  As  Ln  Univ.  of  Nebraska, 

As  N*.  Y.  State  L,  Albany,  N.  Y.  Lincoln,  Neb. 

Hartt,  C  E.,  Ln  F  P  L,  Passaic,  N.  J.  Jones,  Minnie,  Loan' desk    Univ.   of  Chicago, 

Harvey,  Miss  C.  C,  Ln  Gail  Borden  L,  Elgin,  Chicago,  111. 

111.  Kelso,  Tessa  L.,  P  Ln,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

'94,  Hawes,  Clara  S.,  Freeport,  111.,  class '94,  N.  Kephart,  Horace,  Ln  Mercantile  L,  St.  Louis, 

Y.  State  Library  School.  Mo. 

Hawley,    Emma   A.,    As   Ln   Wisconsin   Slate  Kletzing,    H.    F.,    Ln    Northwestern    College, 

Hist.  L,  Madison,  Wis.  Naperville,  III. 

'93,  Hawley,  M..  E.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  class  '93,  '91,    Kroeger,    Alice   B.,  Ln   Drexel    Institute, 

N.  Y.  State  Library  School.  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Haynes,  Joseph  E.,    Trustee  FPL,  Newark,  Lane,  W:  C,  Ln  Boston   Athenaeum,  Boston, 

N.  J.  Mass. 

Hennibcry,  Kate  M.,  As  Ln  P  L,  Chicago,  111.  Larned,   M.   C,   Woonsocket,   R.   I.,  class  '93, 

Herron,    Leonora   E.,    Ln    Hampton  Institute,  Welleslcy  College. 

Hampton,  Va.  Lemcke,    Ernest,  with    B.    Westermann,    New 

Hewins,   Caroline  M.,  P  Ln,  Hartford,  Ct.  York  City. 

Hild,  Fred  H.,  P  Ln,  Chicago,  111.  '92,  Lindsay.  M..  B.,  Cataloger  P  L,  Peoria,  111. 

Hill,  Frank  P.,  Ln  F  P  L,  Newark,  N.  J.  Little,  G:  T.,  Ln  Bowdoin  College,  Brunswick, 

Hill,  Mrs.  Frank  P.,  Newark,  N.  J.  Me. 

Hill,  Master  N.  W.,  Newark.  N.  J.  Little,  Mrs.  G:  T.,  Brunswick,  Me. 

Hills,  H.  J.,  Supt.  P  L,  Bridgeport.  Ct.  Macdonald,  S:  J.,  Trustee  FPL,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Hinsdale,  Leonora  J.,  As  Ln  Cathedral  Library,  McDonnell,  Anna  H.,  Ln  P  L,  Green  Bay,  Wis. 

New  York  City.  '92,  Macky,  Bessie  R.,  As  Ln  Drexel  Institute, 

Hopkins,  Anderson  H.,  As  Univ.  of  Michigan,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  McLoney.  Ella  M.,  Ln  F  P  L,  Des  Moines,  la. 

Hosmer,  James  K.,  P  Ln,  Minneapolis,  Minn.  MacNaughton,  Donald,  chief  exec,  officer  N.  Y. 

Hough,  Georgia  R.,  P  Ln,  Madison,  Wis.  State  Board,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Hovey,    E.    C,   ex-Trustee    P    L,    Brookline,  Mann,  B:  Pickman,  Bibliographer,  Washington, 

Mass.  D.  C. 

Hull,  Fanny,  Ln    Union   for   Christian  Work,  Mann,  Mrs.  Louisa,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Meleney,  G:  B.,  Chicago  Manager  Library  Bu- 

Hull,  Mrs.  Frances  D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  reau,  Chicago,  111. 

Hunnicutt,   Gertrude,   Cataloger  Newberry  L,  Merrill,  W:  S.,  Supt.  Newberry  L,  Chicago,  111. 

Chicago,  111.  '89,  Mctcalf,  Anna,  Ln  Harris  Institute,  Woon- 

Hutchins,  F.  A.,  Ln  Dept.  of  Education,  Madi-  socket,  R.  I. 

son,  Wis.  Miller,  Mrs.  M..  H.,  Slate  Ln,  Des  Moines,  la. 

lies,  G:,  Journalist,  New  York  City.  Mills,  J:,  Ln  Morgan   Park  Academy,  Morgan 

Ives,  Mrs.    E.  T.,  ex-2d  As   P  L,  Los   Angeles,  Park,  111. 

Cal.  Mills,  S..  E.,  Ln  Village  L,  Morgan  Park,  111. 

Ives,  Mrs.  Florence  C,  Sec.  N.  Y.  Women's  Milner,  A.  O.,  Ln  Illinois  State  Normal  Uni- 

Board,  World's  Fair,  New  York.  versity,  Bloomington,  111. 
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Miner,  Mrs.  S..  H.,  Catalogcr  Wisconsin  State  '88,  Plummer,  M..  W.,  Ln  Pratt  Institute,  Brook- 
Normal  Schools,  Muskegon,  Mich.  lyn,  N.  Y. 

Montgomery,  T:  L.,  Ln  Wagner  Free  Institute  Poole,  R,  B.,  Ln  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  New  York  City. 

of  Science  and  Philadelphia  P  L,  Philadelphia,  Poole,  W:  F:,  Ln  Newberry  L,  Chicago,  111. 

Pa.  Powell,  Mrs.  L.  L.,  P  Ln,  Cairo,  111. 

Morey,  Prof.  W:  C,  Trustee  Reynolds  L,  Roch-  Presnell,  H.,  Ln  U.  S.    Bureau  of  Education, 

ester,  N.  Y.  Washington,  D.  C. 

'Moulton,  J:  G.,  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass.,  class  '94,  Preston,   W.  T.   R.,   Ln  Legislative  Assembly 

N.  Y.  State  Library  School.  Parliamentary  L,  Toronto,  Ont. 

Mounius,  Magnus,  As  Newberry  L,  Chicago,  '93,  Rathbone,  Josephine  A.,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich., 

111.  .  As  Pratt  Institute  L,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Myers,  Bess  M.,  As  Newberry  L,  Chicago,  111.  '92,  Reynolds,  Rose  E.,  As  P  L,  Peoria,  111. 

Myers,  Mrs.  M.,  As  Ln  P  L,  St.  Louis,  Mo.      '  '93,  Rice,  Helen  W.,  Worcester,  Mass.,  class  '93, 
Neisser,  Emma  R.,  As  Ln  P  L,  Branch  2,  Phila-        N.  Y.  State  Library  School. 

delphia.  Pa.  Rich,  J.  W.,  Ln  State  University,   Iowa  City, 
Nelson,  C:  A.,  As  Ln  Columbia  College,  New         la. 

York  City.  Richardson,  Alice  M.,  Ln  Northfield  Seminary, 
'88,  Nelson,  Martha  F.,  Ln  Union  L,  Trenton,         East  Northfield,  Mass. 

N.  J.  Richardson,  E.  C,  Ln  Princeton  College,  Prince- 
Niles,  Nathaniel,  N.  J.  Free  School  Libraries,        ton,  N.  J. 

Madison,  N.  J.  '88,  Richardson,  M..  A.,  P  Ln,  New  London, 
Niles,  Mrs.  Nathaniel,  Madison,  N.  J.  Ct. 

Nolan,  E:  J.,  Ln  and  Sec'y  Academy  of  Natural  '92,  Robbins,  M..  E.,  Ln  New  Britain  Institute, 

Sciences,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  New  Britain,  Conn. 

NOrrenberg,  Constantin,  Custodian  University  Rogers,  Howard  J.,  As  Director  N.  Y.  Educ. 

L,  Kiel,  Germany.     In  charge  of  German  L        exhibit,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

exhibit.  Rommeiss,  Emma,  As  Ln  P  L,  Chicago,  111. 

Oakley,  Minnie  M.,  Cataloger  State  Hist.  Soc,  Rood,  Osna,  Cataloger  Newberry  L,  Chicago, 

Madison,  Wis.  Ill, 

O'Brien,  Maggie  A.,  As  Ln  P  L,  Omaha,  Neb.  Rowse,  E:  C,  Trustee  P  L,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Olin,  C:  R.,  Ln  Buchtcl  College,  Akron,  O.  Rudolph,  A.  J.,  ist  As  Ln  F  P  L,  San  Francisco, 
O'Meara,   Ellen,  Ln  Aguilar  F  L,  New  York        Cal. 

City.  Rudolph,  Mrs.  A.  J.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

'89,  Palmer,  Henrietta  R.,  Associate  Ln  Bryn  Salmon,  Lucy,  Prof.  History,  Vassar  College, 

Mawr  College,  Bryn  Mawr,  Pa.  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 

Paoli,  Minnie  B.,  As  P  L,  Cleveland,  O.  Sanborn,  Kate  E.,  Cataloger  Mercantile  L,  St. 
Parmenter,  James  P.,  Trustee  Robbins  L,  Ar-        Louis.  Mo. 

lington,  Mass.  Sande,  M..  F.  van  de,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Parsons,  Mrs.  Annie  F.,  P  Ln,  Bay  City,  Mich.  Sanders,  Mrs.  M.  A.,  Ln  F  P  L,  Pawtucket, 
Parvin,  T.  S.,  Prcs.  Literary  Soc.  and  Ln  Iowa        R.  I. 

Masonic  L  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  Cedar  Rap-  Scantlin,  L..,  Ln  Willard  L,  Evansville,  Ind. 

ids,  la.  Scott,  C.  P.  G.,  Etymologist  Century  Dictionary, 
'88,  Patten,  Frank  C,  P  Ln.  Helena,  Mont.  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Peabody,  James,  Trustee  FPL,  Newark,  N.  J.  See,  Cornelia  A.,  Ln  F  P  L,  New  Brunswick, 
Peck,  A.  L.,  F  Ln,  Gloversville,  N.  Y.  N.  J. 

Peoples,  W.  T.,  Ln  Mercantile  L,  New  York  Selby,  Emily,  ex-As  State  L,  Springfield,  111. 

City.  '88,  Seymour,  May,  Sub.-Ln  N.  Y.  State  L,  Al- 
Perrinc,  Cora  B.,  Accession  dept.  University  of        bany,  N.  Y. 

Chicago,  Chicago,  111.  '92,  Sharp,  Katharine  L.,  Ln  Armour  Institute, 
Peterson,  H.  F.,  Ln  P  L,  Oakland,  Cal.  Chicago,  III. 

Pickett,  C:  C,  As  Ln  Law  Institute,  Chicago,  '93,  Sheldon,   Helen  G.,   N.   Y.   State  Library 

111.  School. 

Pierce,  Bertha  E.,  Cataloger  P  L,  Los  Angeles,  Simon,  Hermine  A.,  Cleveland,  O. 

CaL  Smith,  Mrs.  C:  B.,  P  Ln,  Pullman,  111. 

Piatt.  Amelia  M.,  As  P  L,  Chicago,  IlL  Smith,  C:  E.,  Ln  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Concord,  N.  H. 
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Smith,  Walter  M..  Ln  University  of  Wisconsin,  Wall,  P.  J.,  N.  Y.  Exhibit.  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Madison,  Wis.  Wallace,  Agnes,  Ln  Cathedral  L  of  New  York. 

Spencer,  M..  C,  State  Ln,  Lansing,  Mich.  Wallace,  Fannie,  As  Ln  Cathedral  L  of  New 

Stearns,'  Lutie   E.,  Supt.  Circulating  dept.  P  L,  York. 

Milwaukee,  Wis.  Walling,  E.  L.,  Woonsocket,  R.   L,   class  '96, 

Stechert,  G.  E.,  Bookseller,  New  York  City.  Brown  University. 

Steiner,  Bernard  C.,Ln  Enoch  Pratt F  L,  Balii-  Walton,   Genevieve    M.,    Ln    Michigan    State 

more,  Md.  Normal  School,  Ypsilanti,  Mich. 

Stetson,  Willis  K.,  Ln  F  P  L,  New  Haven,  Ct.  '92,    Watkins,  Evelyn  M.,  As  Ln  Woman's  L, 

Stevenson,  W:  M.,  Ln  Carnegie  F  L,  Allegheny,  Chicago,  111. 

Pa.  Watson,   Jessie   McL.,  Cataloger  Newberry  L, 

Stockin,  A.  C,  with  Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.,  Chicago,  111. 

Boston,  Mass.  Weitenkampf,  Frank,  Cataloger  Astor  L,  New 

Stonelake,  Isola  P.,   Bureau  of  Information,  F  York  City. 

P  L,  Newark,  N.  J.  West,  Theresa,  P  Ln,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Storer,  Montana,  As  Ln  P  L,  Chicago,  111.  'qi,  Wheeler,  Martha  T.,   Indexer  N.  Y.  Slate 

Taafe,  James,  Trustee  FPL,  Newark,  N.  J.  L,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Tatum,  S..  M.,  As  P  L  Branch  i,  Philadelphia,  Whclpley,  A.  W.,  P  Ln,  Cincinnati.  O. 

Pa.  Whelpley,  Mrs.  A.  W.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Terquem,  Emile,  Bookseller,  Paris,  France.  Whitney,  Mrs.  Carrie  W.,  P  Ln,  Kansas  City, 

Thwaites,    Reuben   G.,    Sec.    Wisconsin    Hist.  Kan. 

See.,  Madison,  Wis.  Wickersham,  W:  B.,  Sec.  P  L,  Chicago,  111. 

Tobitt,  Edith,  As  P  L,  Omaha,  Neb.  Wilson,  J.  M.,  R  R  As  Newberry  L,  Chicago, 

Torrey,  C.  A.,  Shelf  dept.  University  of  Chica-  111. 

go,  Chicago,  111.  Wing,  G.  S.,  Richmond,  Va. 

Trautman,  Mrs.  Ralph,  Vice-President  Nation-  Wing,  J.  N.,with  C:Scribner's  Sons,  New  York 

al   Board  of   Women  Managers,  New  York  City. 

City.  '89,   Wire,    G:   E.,  M.D.,   Supt.    Medical  dept. 

Tyler,  Arthur  W.,  New  York  City,  Ln.  Newberry  L,  Chicago,  111. 

'89,  Underbill,  Adelaide,  As  Ln  Vassar  College,  Wonner,  Mrs.  Lucy  C,  P  Ln,  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  Wonner,  Miss  Lucy  C,  As  P  Ln,  Terre  Haute, 

Utley,  H:  M..  P  Ln,  Detroit,  Mich.  Ind. 

Vanderzee,   Minnie   L.,    Stenographer,    N.    Y.  Wood,  Mildred  C,  As  P  L,  Cleveland,  O. 

Slate  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y.  Woodruff,  E.  H.,   Ln  Leland  Stanford  jr.  Uni- 

Van  Ness,  A.  J.,  P  Ln,  Hilton,  N.  J.  versity,  Palo  Alto,  Cal. 

Van  Valkenburgh,  Agnes,  Cataloger,  P  L,  Mil-  Woodruff,  T:T.,  Boston,  Mass.,  Trustee  Young 

waukee.  Wis.  Folks*  L,  La  Junta,  Col. 

Vernon,  Zilpha  M.,  As  P  Ln,  Madison,  Wis.  Woodward,  Robert  C,  P  Ln,  Springfield,  O. 

Wade,  Emily  I.,  Cataloger,  FPL,  San  Fran-  Woodward,  Mrs.  Rol>ertC.,  Springfield,  O. 

Cisco,  Cal.  '88,  Woodworth,  Florence,  Director's  As  N.  Y. 

Wagner,    Sula,  As  Cataloger,   P  L,  St.  Louis,  Slate  L,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Mo.  Young,  Elizabeth  A.,  As  L  P  L.  Chicago,  111. 
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ATTENDANCE   SUMMARIES. 
By  Assistant  Secretary  Nina  E.  Browne.  Librarian  of  Library  Bureau,  Boston. 


As  the  peculiar  conditions  made  it  unasually 
difficult  to  secure  a  full  registration,  a  supple- 
mentary list  will  be  made.  For  this  each  reader 
is  requested  to  send  the  entry  for  any  person 
not  here  recorded  whom  he  knows  to  have  been 
in  attendance. 

BY   position  and  SEX. 


Toul. 


Trustees  and  other  officers 

Chief  librarians 

Sub-librarians  and  assist 
ants 

Bibliographers 

Educators 

Library    School,    present 
and  former  students  . . . 

Library  Bureau,  publish- 
ers, etc 

Others  


Deduct  those  counted  in 
two  classes 


Men. 

Women 

14 

3 

72 

55 

'9 

75 

I 

5 

I 

12 

41 

13 

14 

25 

150 

300 

II 

34 

139 

166 

17 
127 

94 
I 
6 

53 

13 
39 


350 


45 


305 


BY  QBOGRAPHICAL  SECTIONS. 

9  of  the  9  North  Atlantic  States  sent 136 

3     "      9  South  Atlantic  States 
I 

8 


II 


10 


'*      8  Gulf  Sutes  sent 2 

8LakeSutes  *'    125 


3  of  the  8  Mountain  States  sent 10 

I     "       8  Pacific  Sutes  "   9 

Canada  sent 5 

England  *'   5 

France     " a 

Germany"  i 

Total 305 

BY  STATES. 

A  cataloger  living  in  one  state  and  engaged 
for  a  year  in  another  is  recorded  as  from  the 
state  in  which  the  library  represented  is  located. 
Library  School  students,  residing  in  New  York 
during  their  two  years'  course,  are  registered 
from  New  York  State. 

Me 3  Mich 15 

N.  H 3  Wis 13 

Vt 4  Minn 3 

Mass 19  la 5 

R.I 6  Mo 9 

Conn 8  Neb 6 

N.  Y 64  Montana 3 

Penn I3  Col i 

N.J 19  Cal 9 


i< 


Md 

D.  C. 

Va.. 

La... 

Ohio. 

Ind.. 

Ill  .. 


3 
6 

2 

2 

II 

8 
63 


Canada 5 

Eng 5 

France 3 

Germany i 

ToUl 3«'5 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  A.  L.  A. 


97 


LIST   OF   MEMBERS   OF   THE   A.    L.   A. 

October,  1893. 

[The  3rear  named  (in  parentheaea)  in  each  entry  is  the  date  of  original  enrolment  as  member,  while  the  number 
followug  is  the  registration  number  in  order  of  joining.  Life  members  are  indicated  by  *,  fellows  by  t,  following 
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Abbot,  G:  Maurice,  Tr  Library  Co  of  Phila, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  (1887).    611. 
Adams,  Miss  Emma  L.,  Ln  FPL,  Plainfield, 

N.  J.  (1889).    731. 
Adams,  Miss  Katharine  S.,  Ln  Adams  Mem'l 

L,  Wheaton,  111.  (1893).     1141. 


Banks,  Mrs.  Martha  H.  G.,  Cataloger  River- 
side Ave.,  Newark,  N.  J.  (1888).    713.! 

Bard  well,  W.  A.,  Ln  Brooklyn  L,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  (1890).     772. 

Barnum,  T:  R.,  144  Humphrey  St.,  New  Haven, 
Conn.  (1890).     792. 


Adler,  Dr.  Cyrus,  Ln  Smithsonian  Inst,  Wash-    Barnwell,  James  G.,  Ln  Lib'y  Co  of  Phil,  Phila- 


ington,  D.  C.  (1893).     1122. 

Allan,  Miss  Blanche  A.,  Asst  Ln  P  L.  Omaha, 
Neb.  (1893).     1 1 52. 

Allan,  Miss  Jessie,  Ln  P  L,  Omaha,  Neb. 
(1886).     534.t 

Allen,  E:  G.,  28  Henrietta  St.,  Covent  Garden, 
London,  England  (1887).    627. 

Ambrose,  Miss  Lodilla,  Ln  Northwestern  Univ, 
Evanston,  111.  (1891).     8q>>* 

Ames,  Miss  Harriet  H.,  Ln  Hoyt  L,  East  Sag- 
inaw, Mich.  (1879).    267. 


delphia.  Pa.  (1876).     24.* 

Bartlett,  Miss  L..  L.,  Ln  St  Johnsbury  Athenae- 
um. St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.  (1892).     1076. 

Barton,  Edmund  M.,  Ln  Am  Antiquarian  So- 
ciety, Worcester,  Mass.  (1876).     33.* 

Batchellor,  Hon.  A.  S.,  Trustee  N  H  Sute  L, 
Littleton,  N.  H.  (1890).     817. 

Bay  City  Public  Library,  Bay  City,  Mich. 
(Mrs.  Annie  F.  Parsons,  Ln.)  (1877).     103. 

Beach,  Hon.  Daniel,  LL.D.,  Regent  Univ  of 
N  Y.  Watkins,  N.  Y.  (1893).     1126. 


Anderson,  Edwin  H.,   Ln  Carnegie  L,   Brad-    Bean,  Miss  Emma  J.,  Cataloger  Theol  Semi- 


dock,  Pa.  (1893).     1083. 

Andrews,  Clement  W.,  Ln  Mass  Inst  of  Tech- 
nology, Boston,  Mass.  (1890).     796. 

Angell,  Miss  M..  M.,  Asst  Ln  Prov  Athenaeum, 
Providence,  R.  I.  (1879).    220. 

Arnold,  G:  F.,  25  Waverly  St.,  Brookline, 
Mass.  (1879).    204. 

Arnold,  G:  V.,  Ln  Rogers  Free  L,  Bristol, 
R.  I.  (1890).    803. 

Austin,  Willard  H.,  Ref  .Ln  Cornell  Univ, 
Ithaca,  N.  Y.  (1893).     1120. 

Avery,  Miss  Jane,  Groton,  Conn.  (1893). 
I  no. 

Avery,  Miss  Julia  O.,  Ln  Bill  Mem'l  L,  Gro- 
ton, Conn.  (1890).     881. 

Ayres,  S:  G.,  Ln  Drew  Theol  Seminary,  Madi- 
son, N.  J.  (1892).     976. 

Bacon,  C:  A.,  Ln  Beloit  College  L,  Beloit, 
Wis.  (1893).     1090. 


nary,  Andover,  Mass.  (1879).    288. 

Beck  with,  Daniel,  Ln  Prov  Athenaeum,  Provi- 
dence. R.  I.  (1878).     139.* 

Bedell,  Mrs.  Dell  D.,  Asst  Ln  F  P  L,  Newark, 
N.  J.  (1893).     1202. 

Beer,  W:,  Ln  Howard  Mem*l  L,  New  Orleans, 
La.  (1889).     747.t 

Bell.  Miss  H.  M.,  Ln  Roxbury  Branch  B  P  L, 
Boston,  Mass.  (1892).     1009. 

Benedict,  Miss  Laura  E.  W..  Lib'y  Asst  New- 
berry L,  Chicago,  111.  (1893).     1121. 

B)ennett,  Cleaves,  Asst  Ln  Univ  of  111,  Cham- 
paign, 111.  (1891).     893. 

Bennett,  Miss  M..  L.,  Asst  Ln  Armour  Inst, 
Chicago,  111.  (1893).     1 197. 

Berry.  Silas  H.,  Ln  Y  M  C  A  Lib'y,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  (1886).     587.t 

Rill,  Mrs.  M..  E.,  Ln  P  L,  Waltham,  Mass. 
(1893).     H06. 


Bain,  James.  Jr.,  Chief  Ln  P  L,  Toronto,  On-    Bird,  Miss  M..  R.,  Trustee  Walpole  P  L.  East 


Urio  (1883).    462. 
Baker,  Miss  Bessie,  Asst    Ln  Armour   Inst, 

Chicago,  111.  (1892).     1040. 
Baker,  G:   H.,   Ln    Columbia   College,    New 

York,  N.  Y.  (1885).    478. 
Ball,  Miss  Lucy,  Ln  Grand  Rapids  P  L,  Grand 

Rapids,  Mich.  (1891).    890. 
Baltimore  (Md.)  Peabody  Inst.    (P.  R.  Uhler, 

Provost)  (1878).     164. 


Walpole,  Mass.  (1893).     1112. 
Birtwell,  W:  C,  43  Charity  Bldg.,  Chardon  St., 

Boston,  Mass.  (1891).     887. 
Biscoe,  Walter  S.,  Ln  State  L,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

(1877).     8o.t 
Blake,   Miss    Clara    S.,   Ln   Westborough   L, 

Westborough,  Mass.  (1890).    857. 
Blatchford,  Eliphalet  W.,  375  La  Salle  Ave., 

Chicago,  111.  (1878).     162. 
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Bliss,  R:,  Ln  Redwood  L,  Newport,  R  I.(i888).  Cattell,  Miss  S..  W.,  7  E.  15th  St.,  New  York, 

702.  N.  Y.  (1892).    997. 

Bond,  Mrs.  S..  A.  C,  Cataloger  Lib'y  Bureau,  Chadwick,   James   R.,    M.D.,   Ln    Medical   L 

Boston,  Mass.  (1892).    955.t  Assoc,  Boston,  Mass.  (1877).     108.* 

Bonse,  Miss  Bessie,  Groton,  Conn.  (1893).   iiii.  Chamberlain,  Hon.    Mellen,    Ez-Ln,    Boston, 

Borden,  W.   A.,  Ln  Y  M  Inst,  New  Haven,  Mass.  (1879).    335** 

Conn.  (1885).    488.  Chandler,  Miss  Alice  G.,  Advisory  Ln,  Lan- 

Bowker,  R:  R.,  Pub'r  Library  journal,  P.  O.  caster,  Mass.  (1876).    47. 

Box  943,  New  York,  N.  Y.  (1876).     52.  Chandler,   Miss  Ellen   M.,   Cataloger   Buffalo 

Bowne,  Jacob  T.,  Ln  Y  M  C  A  Hist  L,  Spring-  L,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  (1893).     1099. 

field,  Mass.  (1893).     1203.  Chase,  Miss  Florence  A.,  Asst  Ln  P  L,  Grand 

Bradley,  I:  S.,  Ln  Wis  Hist  Soc'y,  Madison,  Rapids,  Mich.  (1889).     751. 

Wis.  (1890).     790.  Chase,  F:  A.,  Ln  City  L,  Lowell,  Mass.  (1892). 

Brett,  W:  H.,  Ln  P  L»  Cleveland,  Ohio  (1885).  io68.t 

477.  Chase,  Hon.  G:  B.,  234  Beacon  St.,   Boston, 

Brooklyn  Lib'y,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.    (W.  A.  Bard-  Mass.  (1879).    373  * 

well,  Ln)  (1892).     1060.  Cheney,  J:  Vance,   Ln  F  P  L,  San  Francisco, 

Brown,  Arthur  N.,  Ln  U  S  Naval  Academy,  Cal.  (1891).    908. 

Annapolis,  Md.  (1879).    2o6.»  Chicago   (111.),  Newberry  Library   (Dr.  W:  F: 

Browne,  Miss  Nina  E.,  Clerk  in  Lib'y  Bureau,  Poole,  Ln)  (1892).    1075. 

Boston,  Mass.  (1888).     716.  Christman,  Miss  Jennie  L.,  Lib'y  School,  N.  Y. 

Brownne,  J:  S.,  Resident  Ln  N  Y  Academy  of  State  L,  Albany,  N.  Y.  (1892).     1039. 

Medicine,  New  York,  N.  Y.  (1886).     588.  Clarke.    Miss    A.    B.,   Groton,    Conn.   (1893). 

Browning,  Miss  Eliza  G.,  Ln  P  L,  Indianapolis,  1109. 

Ind.  (1892).     1081.  Clarke,  Miss  Edith  E.,  Asst  Ln  Newberry  L, 

Buffalo  Library,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.    (J.  N.  Larned,  Chicago.  111.  (1888).    711. 

Supt)  (1892).     1065.  Clarke,  Robert,  Bookseller,  61-65  W.  4th  St., 

Bullard,  Miss  Martha,  Ln  Seymour  L,  Auburn,  Cincinnati,  O.  (i88i).    400. 

N.  Y.  (1876).     56.  Cleveland,  Miss  Josephine  P.,  Ln  State  Hist  L, 

Bullock,  Miss  Edna  D.,  Lib'y  School,  Albany,  Springfield,  111.  (1893).     1167. 

N.  Y.  (1893).     1 170.  Cochrane,  Miss  S..  A.,  Catalog  Dept  P  L,  De- 

Bunnell,  Miss  Ada,  Lib  Asst  N  Y  State  L,  Al-  troit,  Mich.  (1890).    810. 

bany,  N.  Y.  (1890).     799.  Coddington,    Miss    Hester.  Asst  Ln   Univ   of 

Burdick,  Miss  Esther  E.,  Head  Cataloger  F  P  L,  Chicago,  Chicago;  111.  (1893).     1156. 

Jersey  City,  N.  J.  (1892).     1051.  Coe,  Miss  Ellen  M.,   Ln  N  Y  F  C  L,  49  Bond 

Burns,  W:  S.,  Cataloger  N  Y  State  L,  Albany,  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y.  (1885).     5o6.t 

N.  Y.  (1893).     1206.  Cole,  G:  Watson,  Ln  F  P  L,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

Burr,   Prof.  G:  L.,  Ln  White  Hist  L,  Cornell  (1885).     500.* 

Univ,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.  (1887).    606.  Cole,  Joseph  E.,  Library  Trustee,  Woonsocket, 

Bursch,  Daniel  F.  W.,  Ln  L  Assoc,  Portland,  R.  I.  (1892).     985.! 

Oregon  (1892).    978.  Cole,  Theo.  L.,  Law  Bookseller,  Corcoran  Bldg., 

Butte  Free  Pub.  Lib'y,  Butte  City,  Mont.    (J:  F.  Washington.  D.  C.  (1889).     737. 

Davies,  Ln)  (1893).     1091.  Colvil'e,   Miss    Jean    E.,    Cataloger    Univ    of 

Campbell,  D:  A.,  Ln  Neb  State  L,  Lincoln,  Neb.  Chicago,  Chicago,  111.  (1893).     11 53. 

(1893).     1 1 50.  Conant,  Luther,  Asst  Ln  Scoville   Inst.,   Oak 

Capen,  E:,  Ln  P  L,  Haverhill,   Mass.  (1876).  Park,  Chicago,  III.  (1892).     969. 

5.*  Cook.  Mis.  Anniih  H.  R.,  164  High  St.,  Hart- 

Carr,  H:  J.,  Ln  Public  L,  Scranton,  Pa.  (1879).  ford.  Conn.  (1893).     1129. 

2i5.t  Cooke,  H.  H.,  Bookseller  with  A.  C.  McClurg 

Carr,  Mrs.  H:  J.,  919  Vine  St.,  Scranton,  Pa.  &  Co.,  Chicago,  111.  (1886).     535.f 

(1882).    448.f  Coop,  Mrs.  B.  A.,  Groton,  Conn.  (1893).     1108. 

Carr,  Spencer  E.,  1507  Masonic  Temple,  Chi-  Corning,  Hon.   C:    R.,  Trustee  N  H  State  L, 

cago.  111.  (1893).     1 142.  Concord,  N.  H.  (1891).     896. 

Carver,  L.  D.,  Ln  Maine  State  L,  Augusta,  Coues,  Prof.  Elliott,  1726  N  St.,  Washington, 

Me.  (1892).     1008.  D.  C.  (1 891).    939. 
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Com.  Hon.  Eckley  B.,  Drifton»  Luzerne  Co.,  Dewey,  McWil,  Director  N  Y Sute  L,  Albany, 

Pa.  (1878).     i67.»  N.  Y.  (1876).     I .♦ 

Crandall,  Miss  M..  Imogen,  Cataloger  Cornell  Dewey,  Mrs.   Melvil,  315  Madison  Ave.,  Al- 

Univ  L,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.  (1889).     739.  bany,  N.  Y.  (1876).    29.* 

Cimoe,  Miss  Hattie  II.,  A sst  Ln FPL, Newark,  Dexter,  Miss  Lydia  A.,  L  Asst  Newberry  L, 

N.  J.  (1892).    965.  Chicago,  111.  (1890).    782. 

Crawford,  Miss  Esther,  Ln  P  L,  Sioux  City,  Dimmock,  Mrs.  Anna  K.,  Canobie  Lake,  N.  H. 

Iowa  (1893).     1149.  (1879)*    348. 

Cmiiden,  F:  M.,  Ln  P  L,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  (1878).  Dimmock,  George  Scientific  Bibliographer,  Ca- 

129.*  noble  Lake,  N.  H.  (1878).     163. 

Crnnden,  Mrs. F:  M.,  St.  Louis.  Mo.  (1889).   727.  Dixson,  Mrs.  Zella  A.,   Asst  Ln  Chicago  Univ 

Conofngham,  Arthur,   Ln   Ind.    State  Normal  L.  Chicago,  111.  (1885).     508. 

.    School,  Terre  Haute,  Ind.  (1893).     1169.  Doane,  Rt.  Rev.  W:  Croswell.  Vice-Chancellor 

Corran,  Mrs.  M..   H.,  Ln  P   L,  Bangor,  Me.  Univ  of  N  Y,  Albany,  N.  Y.  (1893).     1125. 

(1887).    637.  Dunton,  MissC.  Augusta,  Ln  P  L,  North  Adams, 

Curtis,  G:  F.,  Law  Ln  of  Congress,  Washington,  Mass.  (1887).     610. 

D.  C.  (1892).     1056.  Durham,  Miss  Josephine  E.,  Ln  P  L,  Danville, 

Curtis,  W:  S.,  Director  P  L.  Omaha.  Neb.  (1891).  111.  (1893).     1103. 

88^.  Eakins.  W.  G:,  Ln  Law  Soc'y  of  Upper  Canada, 

Cutler,  Miss  L..  S.,   Cataloger  Utica,   N.   Y.  .   Toronto,  Ontario  (1893).     1082. 

(1886).     557.  Eastman,  Miss  Linda  A.,  Asst  P  L,  Cleveland, 

Cutler,  Miss  M..  S. , Vice  Director  Library  School  O.  (1S93).     1 188. 

Univ  Sute  of  N  Y,    Albany,  N.   Y,  (1885).  Eastman,  Rev.  W.  R.,  Lib'y  School,  N  Y  State 

48o.t  L,  Albany,  N.  Y.  (1892).    958. 

Cutter,  C:  A.,  ExLn,   Boston,  Mass.   (1876).  Eddy,  Miss  M..  A.,  Ln  F  P  L,  Coldwater,  Mich. 

2a*  (1887).     597. 

Cutter,  W:  R.,  Ln  Woburn  P  L,  Woburn,  Mass.  Edgerton,  Miss  M.  Pauline,  Ln  P  L,  Akron,  O. 

(1890).     858.  (1890).     774. 

Pana,  J:  C.,Ln  Denver  PL,  Denver.  Col. (1890).  Edmands,  J:,  Ln  Mercantile  L,  Philadelphia, 

773.  Pa.  (1876).    i3.t 

Paniels,  Prof.  Joseph   L.,  Ln  Olivet  College,  Elliott,  Miss  Carrie  L.,  Asst  Ln  P  L,  Chicago, 

Olivet,  Mich.  (1886).     555.  111.  (1893).     1175. 

Pavidson,  H.  E.,  Sec'y  Library  Bureau,  Bos-  Ellis,  Miss  E..  T.,  Asst  Ln  P  L,  Peoria,  111. 

ton,  Mass.  (1883).    470.  (1893).     1196. 

Davies,  J:   F.,  Ln  F  P  L,   Butte  City,  Moot.  Ellis,  Miss  M..,    Lib'y  School.  N   Y  State  L, 

(1883).    455.  Albany,  N.  Y.  (1892).    960. 

'  Davies,  Mrs.  J:  F.,  Butte  City,  Mont.  (1893).  Elmendorf,  H.  L.,  Ln  F  P  L,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

1 1 16.  (1893)*    II 19* 

Davis,  C:  H.,  43  Cedar  St.,  Worcester,  Mass.  Evans,  C:,  Asst    Newberry  L.  Chicago.   111. 

(1891).    928.  (1876).    2. 

Davis,  Mrs.  C:  H.,  43  Cedar  St.,  Worcester,  Ewing.   Robert,    Ex-Trustee    Mech  Inst,  San 

Mass.  (1891).    929.  Francisco.  Cal.  (1891).    917. 

Davis,  Miss  M..  L.,   Ln  Lawson  McGhee  L,  Fairbanks.  Miss  M.  B.,  Lib'y  School,  N  Y  State 

Knoxville.  Tenn.  (1892).     1037.  L,  Albany,  N.  Y.  (1892).     1024. 

Davis,  Olin  S.,  Lakeport,  N.  H.  (1885).    493.  Farnham,   Rev.    Luther,    Ln   Gen'l  Theol   L, 

Davis,  Prof.  R.  C,  Ln  Univ  of  Mich,  Gen'l  L,  6    Mt.    Vernon    St.,   Poston,   Mass.    (1879). 

Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  (1878).     170.  214. 

Dawley,  Frank  F..  Cedar  Rapids.  Iowa  (1893).  Farquhar,  E:,  Asst  Ln  Sci  L.  U.  S.  Patent  Office, 

1215.  Washington,  D.  C.  (1892).     1052. 

Decatur  Free  Public  Library,  Decatur,  111.  (Mrs.  Fassig,  Oliver  L.,    Ln  U  S  Weather  Bureau, 

Alice  G.  Evans,  Ln)  (1889).     753.  Washington,  D.  C.  (1890).     806. 

Dennis,  Miss  Carrie  C,  Ln  P  L.  Lincoln,  Neb.  Faxon,  Fred.  W.,  Bookseller  with  Boston  Book 

(1893).     1 21 6.  Co..  Boston,  Mass.  (1893).     1139. 

Denver  Public  Library,   Denver.  Col.  (J:  C.  Feary,  Miss  C.  S.,  N  Y  Sute  L,  Albany,  N.  Y, 

Dana,  Ln)  (1892).    Z073.  (1890).    793. 
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Finney,   Prof.    Byron   A.,   Asst   Ln    Univ  of  Green,  S:  Swett,  Ln  F  P  L,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Mich,   Gen'l   L,   Ann  Arbor,   Mich.    (1893).  (1876).     20,  **  (Life  Ftlhw.) 

1192.  Griswold,  Stephen  B.,  Ln  N  Y  State  L,  Albany, 

Finney,  Mrs.  Ida  C,  Ln  Tappan  Presb  Assoc,  N.  Y.  (1892).    943. 

Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  (1893).     1200.  Griswold,  W:  M.,  25  Craigie  St.,  Cambridge, 

Fletcher,  W:  L,  Ln  Amherst  College,  Amherst,  Mass.  (1881).    406.  f 

Mass.  (1878).     184.  Guild,  Dr.  Reuben  A.,  Ex  Ln,  Providence,  R.  L 

Flint,  Col.  Weston,  Statistician  Bureau  of  Ed,  (1878).    138. 

Washington,  D.  C.  (1878).    156.                     .  Hagar,  S..  C,  Ln  Fletcher  F  L,  Burlington,  Vt. 

Foote,  Miss  E..  L.,  Asst  NYSuteL,  Albany,  (1885).     503. 

N.  Y.  (1892).    957.  Haines,    Miss    Estelle,    Asst    Ln    P    L,    Los 

Forsyth,  Walter  ,G.,  Lib'y  School,  N  Y  Sute  Angeles,  Cal.  (i 891).    927. 

L,  Albany,  N.  Y.  (1892).    1005.  Haines,  Miss  Martha  B.,  Asst  Ln  F  P  L,  New 

Foster,   Miss    Ada,    L  Asst    FPL,   Butte  ark,  111.  (1892).    966. 

City,  Mont.  (1893).     1092.  Hall,  Prof.  E.  W.,  Ln  Colby  Univ,  Watcrville, 

Foster,  W:  E.,  Ln  P  L,   Providence,    R.   I.  Me.  (1877).    76. 

(1876).     22.t  Hammond,  Miss  Kate  T.,  L  Asst  FPL,  Butte 

Fowler,  Miss  M..,  Cataloger  Cornell  Univ  L,  City,  Mont.  (1893).    1093. 

Ithaca,  N.  Y.  (1892).     1027.  Hansen,  J.  C,  L  Asst  Newberry  L,  Chicago, 

Francis,  Miss  M..,  loi  Elm  St.,  Hartford,  Conn.  III.  (1893).     1136. 

(1893).     1148.  Harbaugh,  Miss  M..  C,  Asst  Ln  F  L,  Alameda, 

Freeman,  Miss  Marilla  Waite,    L  Asst  New  Cal.  (1876).    49. 

berry  L,  Chicago,  111.  (1893).    1135.  Harden,  W:,  Ln  Ga  Hist  Soc*y,  59  Gordon  St., 

Gale,  Miss   Ellen,  Ln   P  L,  Rock   Island,  111.  Savannah,  Ga.  (1876).     55. 

(1879).    3KI*  Harnett,  Mrs.  L.  K.,  Ln  P  L,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Galliner.Mrs.  H.  R.,  Ln  Lib  Assoc,  Blooming-  (1893).     iioi. 

ton,  111.  (1878).     158.  Harris,  Miss  Emma  G.,  Lib'y  Trustee,  Harris 

Ganley,  Miss  M..,  Catalog  Dept  P  L,  Detroit,  Inst,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  (1891).    898. 

Mich.  (1890).    811.  Harris,  G:  W:,  Ln  Cornell  Univ  L,  Ithaca,  N. 

Garland,  Miss  Caroline  H.,  Ln   P  L,  Dover,  Y.  (1881).    399. 

N.  H.  (1887).    619.  Harrison,  Joseph  L.,  N  Y  State  L,  Albany,  N. 

Gauss,  E.  F.  L.,  Asst  Ln   P  L,  Chicago,  111.  Y.  (1892).     loii. 

(1893).     1165.  Hartt.  Miss  C  E.,  Ln  F   P  L,  Passaic,  N.  J. 

Gay,  Frank  B.,  Ln  Watklnson    L,   Hartford,  (1892).    982. 

Conn.  (1890).    789.  Harvey.  Miss  Cecel  C,  Ln  Gail   Borden  P  L, 

Gibson,  Miss  Irene,  Asst  P  L,  Detroit,  Mich.  Elgin,  111.  (1893).     1186. 

(1893).     II 14.  Hasse,  Miss  Adelaide  R.,  Asst  Ln   P  L,  Los 

Gill,  C:  G.,  Ln  Tulane  Univ,  New  Orleans,  Angeles.  CaL  (1890).     779. 

La.  (1890).    823.             '  Hawley,  Miss    M..   E.,  Lib'y  Asst  State   L, 

Gilmore,  Hon.  G:  C,  Trustee  N  H   State  L,  Albany.  N.  Y.  (1892).     1000. 

Manchester,  N.  H.  (1890).    825.  Hawse,  Miss  Clara  S..  Lib*y  School,  N  Y  State 

Glenn,  J:  M.,  12  St.  Paul  St.,  Baltimore,  Md.  L,  Albany,  N.  Y.  (1893).     11 71. 

(1890).    800.  Hedge.  F:  H.,  Ln  P  L,  Lawrence,  Mass.  (1879). 

Glenn,  W:  L.,  831  N.  Euuw  St.,  Baltimore,  Md.  261. 

(1893).     1214.  Henneberry,  Miss   Kate    M.,  Asst    Ln    P  L^ 

Goddard,  Rev.  E.  N.,  Ln  L  Assoc,  Windsor,  Chicago,  111.  (1893.     1164. 

Vt.  (1884).    474.  Herron,  Miss  Leonora  E.,  Ln  Hampton  Inst, 

Godfrey,  Miss  Lydia  B.,  care  of  315  Madison  Va.  (1893).     1194. 

Ave.,  Albany,  N.  Y.  (1885).     511.  Hewins,  Miss  Caroline  M.,    Ln   Hartford  L 

Gould,  C:  H:.  Ln  McGill  College  L,  Montreal,  Assoc.  Hartford.  Conn.  (1879).    263. 

Canada  (1893).     11 82.  Hewitt,  Luther  E.,  Ln  Law  Assoc  of  Phila,  219 

Gould,  J:  M.,  46  Bennington  St.,  Newton,  Mass.  So.  6th  St.,  Philadelphia.  Pa.  (1892).     1079. 

(1889).    758.  Hild,  F:  H.,  Ln  P  L.  Chicago,  IIU  (1886).     52a 

Green,  Miss  K.   Laura,  Cat«log^r,   P  L,  St.  Hill,  Frank   P.,  Ln   FPL,  Newark,   N.  J. 

Louis,  Mo.  (1890),    877,  (1883).    459. 
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Hill,    Mrs.   Fiank   P.,   Newark,  N.  J.  (1892). 

1058. 
Hills,  Mrs.  Agnes,  Ln  P  L  and  Reading-Room, 

Bridgeport,  Conn.  (1883).    463. 
Hills,  W.  J..  Supt  P  L  and  Readlng-Room, 

Bridgeport,  Conn.  (1883).    460. 
Hitchcock,  Miss  Anna  C,  1456  West  nth  St., 

Riverside,  Cal.  (1885).     512. 
Hopkins,  Anderson  H.,  /^sst  Ln  Univ  of  Mich, 

Gen'l  L,  Ann  Arbor.  Mich.  (1893.)    11 87. 
Hosmer,  Prof.  James    K.,  Ln   P  L,  Minneap- 
olis, Minn.  (1892).     947. 
Hough,  Miss  GeoglaR.,  Ln  F  P  L,   Madison, 

Wis.  (1893).     1 1 74. 
Hoaghton,  J:  C,  Ln  F  P  L,  Lynn,  Mass.  (1878). 

i6i.t 
Hovey,  E.  C,  Ex  L  Trustee.  309  Sears  Bldg., 

Boston,  Mass.  (1890).    832.* 
Howell,  G:  R.,  Sub-Ln  N  Y  State  L    Albany. 

N.  Y.  (1892).    870. 
Hnlbert,  Miss  Nellie  M.,   Lib'y  School,  N  Y 

State  L,  Albany,  N.  Y.  (1892).     104 1. 
Hull,  Miss  Fannie,  Ln  FCirc  L  Union  for  Chris- 
tian Work.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (1889).     759. 
Hull,  Mrs.  Frances  D.,  173  Hicks  St,  Brooklyn, 

N.Y.  (1893).     1184. 
Hunnicutt,  Miss  Geitrude,  Asst  Ln  Newberry 

L,  Chicago,  111.  (1893).     11 79. 
Hntcheson,  David,  Asst  Ln   L  of   Congress, 

Washington,  D.  C.  (1876).    48. 
Hatchins,  Miss  Annie  E.,  L  Asst  Yale  Univ   L. 

New  Haven,  Conn.  (1879).     376. 
Hutchins,  Frank  A.,  Office  Supt  Pub  Instruc- 
tion, Madison,  Wis.  (1893).     11 73. 
lies,  G:,  Journalist,   Park   Ave.    Hotel,  New 

York,  N.  Y.  (1892).    946.! 
Indiana  State  Library,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  (Miss 

M.  E  Ahern,  Ln)  (1893).     1086. 
Ingraham,  R.  C,   Ln   F  P  L,  New  Bedford, 

Mass,  (1879).     265. 
Ives,  W:,  Ln  Buffalo  L,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  (1878). 

189. 
Jackson,  Miss  Annie  B.,  26  Quiocy  St,   North 

Adams,  Mass.  (1890).     787. 
Jackson,  Huntington,  Lib'y  Trustee,  100  Wash- 
ington St..  Chicago,  111.  (1890).     884. 
James,    Miss  Hannah   P.,   Ln  Osterhout  F  L, 

Wilkes-Barr6.  Pa.  (1879).     aicf 
James,  W.  J.,  Ln  Wesleyan  Univ,  239  College 

St.,  Middletown,  Conn.  (1891).    892. 
Jameson,  Prof.  J.  F.,  Brown  Univ.,  Providence, 

R.  I.  (1890).    863. 
Jaqnith,  Mrs.  O.  B.,  Ln  Norman  Williams  L, 

Woodstock.  Vt.  (1886).     594. 
Jenks,  Rev.  H:F.,  Lib'y  Trustee,  Canton,  Ma«s. 

(1879).    a59.» 


Jennings,  Judson  T.,  Ln  Y  M  C  A.Albany, 

N.  Y.  (1892).     IOI2. 
Jersey  City  (N.  J.)  Free  Pub  Lib'y  (G:  Watson 

Cole,  Ln),  (1892).     1061. 
Johnston,   Dunkin  V.  R.,    Ln  N    Y  State    L, 

Albany,  N.  Y.  (1890).     778. 
Johnston,  R:  H.,  Ln  Victoria  College,  Toronto, 

Ontario  (1893).     1191. 
Jones,  Miss   Ada  Alice,   Inst  at  L  School,  N  Y 

State  L,  Albany,  N.  Y.  (1890).    770. 
Jones,  Miss  Clara  A.,  Ln  F  L,  Warwick,  Mass. 

(1890).    805. 
Jones,  Gardner  M.,  Ln  P  L,  Salem,  Mass.  (1887). 

605.  t 
Jones,   Miss  M..   L.,    Asst  Ln  Univ    of  Neb, 

Lincoln,  Neb.  (1892).    962. 

Jones,  Miss  Minnie,  Asst  Ln  Univ  of  Chicago, 
Chicago,  III  (1893).     1 1 54* 

Jones,  Miss  Olive  B.,  Ln  of  State  Univ,  Co- 
lumbus, O.  (1893).     1 104. 

Jordan.  F:  P.,  Asst  Ln  Univ  of  Mich,  Gen'l  L, 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  (1886).     593. 

Kansas  City  (Mo.)  Public  Library  (Mrs.  Carrie 
W.  Whitney,  Ln)  (1893).    1087. 

Keen,  Gregory  B.,  Ln  of  the  Univ  of  Pa, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  (1887).     622. 

Kelso,  Miss  Tessa  L.,  Ln  P  L,  Los  Angeles, 
Cal.  (1886).     562. 

Kephart,  Horace,  Ln  Mercantile  L,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.  (1886).     516. 

Kiernan,  T:J.,  Asst  Ln  Harvard  Univ,  Cam- 
bridge, Mass.  (1879).     301. 

Kimball,  Arthur  R.,  Ln  N  H  State  L,  Con- 
cord, N.  H.  (1890).     862. 

Kite,  Rev.  W:,  Ln  Friends'  F  L,  Germantown, 
Pa.  (1878).     186. 

Kittredge,  J.  C,  Lib'y  Trustee,  Brookline,  Mass. 
(1889).     743. 

Knowles,  Mrs.  E.  F.,  Asst  Ln  Boston  Athenae- 
um, Boston,  Mass.  (1892).     1048. 

Koopman,  Harry  L.,  Ln  Brown  Univ,  Prov- 
idence, R.  I.  (1885).    482. 

Kroeger,  Miss  Alice  B.,  Ln  Drexel  Inst  L, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  (1889).     728. 

Lane,  Miss  C.  G.,  Asst  Ln  Bowdoin  College  L, 
Brunswick,  Me.  (1890).     791. 

Lane,  W:  C,  Ln  Boston  Athenaeum,  Boston, 
Mass.  (1884).    472. t 

Langton,  Joseph  F.,  Asst  Ln  PL,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.  (1889).     729. 

Lanning,  Miss  Bessie,  Asst  Ln  F  P  L,  Paterson, 
N.  J.  (1892).     1069. 

Lapham,  Miss  Alice  M.,  Lib'y  School,  N  Y 
State  L,  Albany,  N.  Y.  (1892).     1004. 

Larned,  J.  N.,  Supt  Buffalo  L,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
(1876).     51. 
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Lazell,  Miss  Ann ie  W.,  L-'b'y  School,  Pratt  In-  Mann,  Miss  Frances  M.,  Ln  P  L,   Dedham, 

stitute,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (1892).    974.  Mass.  (1890),    819. 

Leavitt,  Miss  C.  D.,  Ln  P  L,  Elyria,  O.  (1889).  Marblebead,    Mass.,    Abbot     Public    Library 

754-  (Miss  Mary  G.  Brown,  Ln)  (1877).     109. 

Lemcke,  Ernst,  Bookseller  with  B.  Westermann  Martins,   Miss  C,  Asst  Ln  L  of  College    of 

&  Co.,  812  Broadway,  New  York,  N.Y.  (1893).        N  J,  Princeton,  N.  J.  (1893).     1146. 

1131.  Mason,  E:  G.,    Pres't  Chicago  Hist  Society, 
Lindsay,  Mrs.  M..  B.,  Asst  Ln  P  L,  Peoria.  III.        94    Washington    St.,    Chicago,    III.    (1886). 

(1893).     1207.  528. 

Little,  Miss  Agnes  E.,Cataloger  Pratt  Institute,  Maxwell,  Mrs.  S.  B.,  Cataloger,  Des  Moioes, 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (1892).    971.  Iowa  (1879).    202. 

Little,  Prof.  G:T.,  Ln  Bowdoin  College,  Bruns-  Mead,   Miss  L..   C,    Greenwich  (Round   Hill 

wick.  Me.  (1883).    467.*  P.  O.),  Conn.  (1893).     1138. 

Little,  Mrs.  G:T.,  Brunswick,  Me.  (1893).    1198.  Mead,   W:   S.,    Trustee    Lawson  McGhee   L, 
Little,  Robbins,  Supt  Astor  L,  New  York,  N.        Knoxville,  Tenn.  (1893).     1117. 

Y.  (18S0).     389.*  Medlicott,  Miss  M..,  Asst  Ln  City  L,  Spring- 
Lockwood,  Col.  J:S.,  Lib'y  Agent,  146  Franklin        field.  Mats.  (1890).     780. 

St.,  Boston,  Mass.  (1879).    351.  Merrill.  W:  Stetson,  AsstNcwberry  L, Chicago, 
Loomis,  Mrs.  M..   W.,   L  Asst  N  Y  State  L,        111.  (1893).     1166. 

Albany,  N.  Y.  (1890).     804.  Metcalf,  Miss  A..,  Ln  Harris  Inst.,  Wooniocket, 
Lord,  Miss  Lucy  S.,  Ipswich,  Mass.  (1892),  1034.        R.  I.  (1891).     897. 

Lounsbury,  Miss   Henrietta,    Lib'y  School,  N  Middleton,  Miss  Jennie  Y.,   Asst  Ln  F  P  L, 

Y  State  L,  Albany,  N.  Y.  (1892).    1025.  Newark,  N.  J.  (1892).    941. 

Lowdermilk,  Col.  W.  H.,  Bookseller,  etc.,  Cor-  Miller,  Miss  Dorcas  C,  Ln  P  L,  East  Hampton, 

coran  Bldg.,  Washington,  D.  C.  (1891).    938.        Mass.  (1879).    377* 

Lowell  (Mass.)  Ciiy  Library  (F:  A.  Chase,  Ln)  Miller,   Miss   Eleanor  S.,   Ln  Adirondack  L, 

(1885).    49f.  3aranac  Lake,  N.  Y.  (1893).     1214* 

Lowrey,  C:E.,  Ln  Univ  of  Colorado,  Boulder,  Miller,  Mrs.  M..  H.,  Ln  Iowa  State   L,  Des 
.  Col.  (1891).    904.  Moines,  Iowa  (1889).    763. 

Lynn   (Mass.)    Free    Public     Library    (J:  C.  Milner,  Miss  Angle  V.,    Ln  III  State  Normal 

Houghton,  Ln)  (1878).     i6a  Univ,  Bloomington,  III.  (1893).     1185. 

Mabery,  Miss  Jessamine  M.,    Asst  Newberry  Mills,  J:,  Ln  Morgan  Park  Academy,, Chicago, 

L,  Chicago,  111.(1893).     1208.  111.(1893).     1157. 

McCaine,  Mrs.  Helen  J.,  Ln   P  L,  St.    Paul,  Miner,  Mrs.  A.    B.,  Cataloger  Wis    Normal 

Minn.  (1890).     812.  School  Libraries  (Muskegon,  Mich.)  (1886). 

McDonnell,  Miss    Anna  H.,  Ln   P  L,  Green        564. 

.  Bay,  Wis.  (1892).    981.  Minor,  Miss  Georgie,Middletown,  Conn.  (1893). 
McGufifey,  Miss  Margaret  D. ,  Southern  Av.,  Mt.        1137. 

Auburn,  Cincinnati.  O.  (1893).     1084.  Montgomery,  T:  L.,   Ln    Wagner  Free  Inst, 
McKelway,   Hon.  St.  Clair.    Regent    Univ  of        Philadelphia,  Pa.  (1890).     853. 

N  Y,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (1893).     1127.  Momingstern,  W.  B.,  Asst  Ln  F  P  L,  Newark, 
Macky,  Miss  Bessie  R.,  Asst   Ln   Drexel  Inst,        N.  J.  (1892).    967. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  (1892).    959.  Moses,  Hon.  J:,  Sec  and  Ln  Chicago  Historical 
McLoney,  Miss  EUaM.,  Ln  P  L,  Des  Moines,        Society,   142  Dearborn  Ave.,   Chicago,   III. 

Iowa  (1893).    iiSi.  (1889).    746. 

McManus,  Miss  E.  T.,  3333  Walnut  St.,  Phila-  Mosman.  Miss  M..  C,     Ref   Ln    Prait    Inst, 

delphia.  Pa.  (i892\    951.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (i 890).    860. 

McVey,  J:  Joseph,   Bookseller  and   Importer,  Mosman,   Miss  Susan  G.,  Auburcdale,  Mass. 

39  N  13th  St.,  Philadelphia.  Pa.  (1S92).     1067.        (1892).     1053. 

Maltbie,  Miss  C.    Belle,   Ln    David  Hunt  L,  Moulton,   Miss  Frances  £.,    Ln  P  L,  Exeter, 

Falls  Village,  Conn.  (1892).    983.  N.  H.  (1892).     1014. 

Mann,   B.   Pickman,    1918    Sutherland    Place,  Moulton,  J:  G.,  Lib'y  School,    N    Y  State  L, 

Washington,  D.  C.  (1879).     200.*  Albany,  N.  Y.,  (1893).     1172. 

Mann,  Mrs.   Louisa  C.   F.,    1918    Sutherland  Murray.  N.,   Ln  Johns  Hopkins  Univ,   Balti- 

Place,  Washington,  D.  C.  (1879).    300.*  more,  Md.  (1891}.    937. 
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Myers,  Miss  BessM.,  Asst  Newberry  L,  Chica- 
go, 111.  (1893).     1158. 

Myers,  Mrs*  Marietta,  Asst  Ln  P  L,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.  (1889).    753. 

Neff»  P:,  Ln  Western  Reserve  Hist  Soc'y, 
Cleveland,  O.  (1893).    1130. 

Neisser,  Miss  Emma  R.,  Asst  Ln  P  L,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.  (1893).    952. 

Nelson,  C:  Alex.,  Asst  Ln  Columbia  College, 
New  York,  N.  Y.  (1877).     83. 

Nelson,  Miss  Martha  F. ,  Ln  Union  L,  Trenton, 
N.  J.  (i888).     725.t 

Neumann,  C.  G.,  Bookbinder,  76  E.  9th  St., 
New  York,  N.  Y.  (1885).     507. 

Newark  (N.  J.)  Free  Public  Library  (Frank  P. 
Hill,  Ln)  (1892).     1078. 

New  York  (N.  Y.),  The  Cathedral  Library,  123 
E.  50th  St.  (Rev.  Joseph  H.McMahon,  Direc- 
tor) (1893).     1105. 

New  York  (N.  Y.)  Teachers'  College  Library, 
9  University  Place  (Miss  Lilian  Denio,  Ln) 
(1893).     1095. 

New  York  (N.  Y.)  Y  M  C  A,  Lib'y  (Reuben  B. 
Poole,  Ln)  (1893).    1066. 

Niles,  Hon.  Nathaniel,  Madison,  N.  J.  (1879). 

Niles,  Mrs.   Nathaniel,  Madison,  N.  J.  (1893). 

X304. 

Noble,  Mrs.  Lizabeth  H.,  Lib'y  Trustee,  3043 

Pine  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  (1893).     11 34. 
Nolan,  Dr.  E:  J.,   Ln  Academy  Nat  Sciences, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  (1876).    6. 
North,   Mrs.    Ada,    Ex-Ln,   Iowa  City,  Iowa 

(1878).     131. 
Nutting,  Miss  M.l  O  ,Ln  Mt  Holyoke  College, 

South  Hadley,  Mass.  (1878).     143. 
O'Brien,   Miss    Maggie    A.,   Asst    Ln   P    L, 

Omaha,  Neb.  (1887).    634. 
Olin,  C:   R.,  Ln   Buchtel  College,  Akron,  O. 

(1893).      I30I. 

O'Reilly,  Dr.  T:,  L  Trustee,  1643  Washington 
Ave.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  (1893).     11 33. 

Paine,  Nathaniel,  Treas  Am  Antiq'n  Soc'y, 
Worcester,  Mass.  (1879).    297. 

Pannepacker,  D.  E.,  2550  North  12th  St.,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.  (1893).     1097. 

Parker,  W:  E.,  Treas  Library  Bureau,  Boston, 
Mass.  (1889).    757. 

Parks,  Prof.  C.  Wellman,  Rensselaer  Polytech 
Inst,  Troy,  N.  Y.( 1 892).    940.! 

Parmenter,  James  P.,  Trustee  Robbins  L,  Ar- 
lington, Mass.  (1890).     859. 

Parsons,  Francis  H.,  Chief  of  L  and  Archives  U 
S  Coast  and  Geod.  Survey,  Washington,  D.  C« 
(1891).    903. 


Parvin,  Dr.  Theo.  S.,  Ln   Iowa  Masonic    L, 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa  (1893).     11 59. 

Paterson  (N.   J.)  Free   Public   Library  (G:  F. 
Winchester,  Ln)  (1886).    514. 

Patten,  Frank    C,  Ln    P  L,   Helena,  Mont. 
(1886).     543. 

Paul,  Prof.  H.  M.,  Ln  U  S  Naval  Obs'y,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  (1890).     854. 

Pawtucket  (R.  I.)  Free  Public    Library  (Mrs. 
Minerva  A.  Sanders,  Ln)  (1881).    403.* 

Peck.  Prof.  A.  L.,  Ln  F  L,  Gloversville,  N.  Y. 
(1883).    466. 

Peekskill  (N.  Y.),  The  Field  Library  (D.  C. 
Hasbrouck,  Sec'y)  (1888).     714. 

Peoples,  W:  T.,  Ln  Mercantile  L,  New  York, 
N.  Y.  (1876).    3.t 

Perkins,  Miss  S..  H.,  Cataloger  FPL,  San 
Francisco,  Cal.  (1891).     914. 

Perrine,  Miss  Cora  B.,   Asst  Ln   Univ  of  Chi- 
cago, Chicago,  111.  (1893).     1 155. 

Perry,   Alfred  T.,    Ln  Hartford   Theol  Sem, 
Hartford,  Conn.  (1891).    888. 

Peterson,  H:    F.,  Ln  F    PL,  Oakland,  Cal. 
(1891).    902. 

Phinney,  H.  K.,  Asst  Ln  Univ  of  Rochester, 
Rochester,  N.Y.  (1887).     607. 

Pickett,   C:  C,  Asst   Ln  Law  Inst,   Chicago, 
111.  (1889).    762. 

Pierce,  Miss  Bertha  E.,  Asst  Ln  P  L,  Los  An- 
geles, Cal.  (1893).     ii6u 

Piumb,  C:  Lacey,   Rudolph  Indexer  Co.,  Ma- 
sonic Temple,  Chicago,  111.  (1893).     1143. 

Plummer,   Miss  M..   W.,   Ln   Pratt  Institute, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (1887).    6o2.t 

Pomcroy,  Miss  Edith  M.,  Lib'y  School,  Pratt 
Institute,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (1892).     973. 

Porle,  Reuben  B.,  Ln  Y   M   C   A  Lib'y,   New 
York,  N.  Y.  (1876).     36.* 

Poole,  Dr.  W:  F:,  Ln  Newberry  L,  Chicago,  111, 
(1876).     45.  t 

Poole,  Mrs.  W:  F;,  Evanston,  111.  (1887).     640. 

Prrscott,  Miss  Harriet  B.,  Cataloger  Columbia 
College  L,  New  York,  N.  Y.  (1889).     733. 

Presnell,   Henderson,   Ln  U  S  Bureau  of  Edu- 
cation, Washington,  D.  C.  (1887).     617. 

Preston.  W.  T.  R.,  Ln   Legislative  L,  Toronto, 
Ontario  (1893).  1205. 

Prince,  Howard  L.,  Ln  Sci  L,   U  S   Patent  Of- 
fice, Washington,  D.  C.  (1890).     824. 

Princeton  (N.  J.)  College  of  New  Jersey  Library 
(Rev.  E.  C.  Richardson,  Ln)  (1892).     1077. 

Pughe,  Rees  P.,  Ln  Utica  State  Hospital,  Utica, 
N.  Y.  (1893).     1 21 2. 

Ranck,  S:  H.,  Asst  Ln  Enoch  Pratt  F  L,  Balti- 
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AITE  are  met  for  the  seventeenth  Conference 
of  the  American  Library  Association  in 
the  Capital  city  of  the  Centennial  State.  It  is 
a  pleasing  co-incidence  that  the  Association 
and  the  State  celebrate  the  same  natal  year. 
Within  the  memory  of  some  of  us  the 
whole  region  of  which  this  city  is  now  the 
metropolis  was  a  wilderness.  The  century 
was  fairly  begun  when  Lieut.  Pike  led  his 
little  band  to  the  sources  of  the  Arkansas  and 
made  his  futile  attempt  to  scale  the  lofty  peak 
which  now  bears  his  name.  Forty  years  later 
came  the  explorations  of  Fremont,  and  then 
fifteen  years  elapsed  before  the  tide  of  immi- 
gration set  in.  The  desert  of  that  day  has 
been  converted  into  prosperous  farms.  Thriv- 
ing towns  have  sprung  up  in  the  mountain 
fastnesses,  at  the  gateway  to  which  sits  this 
Queen  City  of  the  plains,  displaying  all  the 
evidences  of  wealth,  culture,  and  refinement 
to  be  found  in  the  proud  cities  to  the  east- 
ward. 

This  rapid  and  wonderful  transformation 
has  been  the  work  of  human  hands  guided  by 
intelligent  brains  and  an  indomitable  spirit  of 
pluck  and  perseverance.  We  are  accustomed 
to  think  of  this  combination  as  purely  Ameri- 
can. In  many  of  its  characteristics  it  certainly 
is  so.  And  in  no  respect  more  distinctively 
so  than  in  the  cause  in  which  we  are  most  in- 
terested. Not  all  the  older  commonwealths, 
even  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  have  yet 
accepted  the  theory  that  the  education  of  the 
citizen  is  the  concern  of  the  state.  But  in  all 
this  newer  portion  of  our  country  this  doctrine 
has  been  incorporated  into  the  fundamental 
law.    The  ordinance  of  1787  for  the  govern- 


ment of  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio 
river  declared  that  for  obvious  reasons  schools 
and  the  means  of  education  shall  be  forever 
encouraged.  The  twenty  states  now  organ- 
ized within  this  and  the  subsequently  acquired 
territor>'  to  the  westward  have  all  accepted  to 
the  fullest  extent  the  doctrine  of  the  ordinance. 
They  have  not  only  carried  it  into  practical 
effect  by  general  laws  providing  for  free  pub- 
lic schools  for  children,  for  universities  and 
institutions  of  higher  learning  for  the  educa- 
tion of  youth,  but  have  also  provided  for  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  free  public 
libraries  at  the  general  expense  and  for  the 
common  use  of  all  the  people. 

Let  us  consider  very  briefly  the  theor>'  upon 
which  the  state  assumes  to  levy  tribute  upon 
the  property  of  individuals  to  provide  means 
for  maintaining  libraries.  By  what  right  does 
the  state  tax  the  man  of  wealth  to  put  miscel- 
laneous books  into  the  hands  of  the  man  who 
pays  no  tax  ? 

So  far  as  primary  education  is  concerned, 
the  basis  seems  clear.  The  free  state  which 
depends  for  its  very  existence  upon  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  masses  of  its  citizens  must,  as  a 
measure  of  self-defense,  provide  the  facilities 
by  which  all  may  become  intelligent.  Self- 
preservation  is  the  supremest  natural  law. 
Whatever  has  a  right  to  exist  has  a  right  to  do 
that  which  is  necessary  to  preserve  its  exist- 
ence. The  free  state  which  rests  on  the 
suffrage  of  its  citizens  is  bound  in  duty  to 
itself  to  see  to  it  that  popular  education,  which 
is  essential  to  its  peri>etuity,  is  universal.  Ig- 
norant men  are  not  competent  to  take  care  of 
themselves  and  their  households,  still  less  to 
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direct  the  destinies  of  an  empire.  The  state 
has,  therefore,  the  right,  not  only  to  provide 
the  means  of  education,  but  to  compel  educa- 
tion. Laws  are  in  force  which  require  certain 
attendance  upon  the  schools.  These  rest  on 
the  theory  that  the  interest  of  the  state  in  the 
education  of  the  individual  surpasses  that  of 
the  individual,  and  therefore,  the  state  cannot, 
in  justice  to  itself,  treat  education  purely  as  a 
mattter  of  individual  concern. 

It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  the  average  person 
does  not  perceive  the  importance  of  self-culti- 
vation. As  the  vineyard  left  to  itself  is  soon 
choked  out  with  weeds  and  chapparall,  so 
man  if  left  to  himself  lapses  naturally  into  his 
primitive  condition.  The  state  cannot  leave 
him  to  himself,  but  must  interpose  to  make  it 
certain  that  he  acquires  the  best  degree  of 
information  which  his  natural  abilities  and  the 
time  not  necessary  to  his  self-support  shall 
permit.  Neither  can  the  state  leave  the  mat- 
ter of  providing  facilities  and  inducements  to 
education  to  private  enterprise,  nor  to  the 
church,  which  has  been  the  foremost  of  all 
organizations  to  appreciate  its  importance. 
While  the  state  recognizes  these  agencies  and 
accepts  them  as  satisfactory,  so  far  as  they  go, 
it  nevertheless  fully  equips  schools  of  its  own, 
in  pursuance  of  its  inherent  right  and  duty, 
which  cannot  be  relinquished  to  any  other 
agency. 

The  extent  to  which  the  state  shall  go  in 
the  matter  of  educating  its  citizens  has  been 
the  subject  of  much  discussion.  There  are 
those  who  maintain  that  as  the  education  of 
the  individual  proceeds  his  concern  in  his  own 
development  increases,  until  finally,  if  his 
education  proceeds  far  enough,  his  concern  in 
his  own  development  surpasses  that  of  the 
state,  and  he  must  thenceforth  be  left  to  equip 
himself  entirely  at  his  own  expense.  If  that 
point  is  marked  by  the  line  between  primary 
and  secondary,  or  between  secondar>'  and 
higher  education,  there  is  where  the  state  is 
in  duty  bound  to  stop.  The  extent  of  the 
interest  of  the  community  as  compared  with 
that  of  the  individual  is  held  to  grow  less  and 
less  and  finally  to  disappear  as  he  advances. 

But  the  better  judgment  of  our  time  repu- 
diates this  theory,  and  holds  apparently  that 
there  is  no  limit  to  the  concern  of  the  state  in 
the  mental  progress  of  the  individual.  Ian 
Maclaren  in  his  touching  story  of  "  Domsie" 


quotes  John  Knox  as  saying:  "Ilka  scholar 
is  something  added  to  the  riches  of  the  com- 
monwealth." It  can  probably  be  demon- 
strated by  the  rules  of  accounts  that  as  a 
business  investment  the  state  is  wisely  spend- 
ing money  in  the  education  of  the  people. 
The  cost  is  more  than  returned  to  it  in  the 
material  development  which  an  enlightened 
citizenship  ensures.  If  we  contrast  our  own 
country,  where  education  is  free,  with  some 
older  countries  where  it  is  yet  held  to  be  a 
matter  of  minor  concern,  or  if  we  contra.st 
some  of  the  states  of  this  repubhc  with  others 
of  corresponding  age,  we  shall  see  at  a  glance 
a  wide  difference  in  material  resources  and 
prosperity.  In  one  the  industrial  arts  are  far 
advanced,  there  is  intellectual  activity,  the 
average  citizen  is  well  clothed,  well  housed, 
and  enjoys  many  luxuries  ;  in  the  other,  the 
methods  and  life  of  a  past  century  prevail  and 
poverty  and  ill-living  are  the  rule.  This,  if 
not  the  highest  motive,  is  an  incidental  one 
of  considerable  importance  for  doing  at  the 
common  expense  that  which  is  for  the  com- 
mon good. 

But  the  maintenance  of  the  public  library 
is  not  based  on  the  communistic  idea.  A 
former  president  of  this  association,  speaking 
at  the  Lake  George  Conference,  said:  "The 
socialists  and  communists  are  all  friends  of 
the  library,  for  we  give  them  the  books  they 
want,  and  they  hold  that  it  is  not  only  the 
duty  of  the  government  to  educate  the  people, 
but  to  furnish  them  with  reading.  If  the 
library  ever  shall  have  enemies  they  will  be 
the  rich,  who  do  not  enjoy  being  taxed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public,  and  have  libraries 
of  their  own.  Its  defenders  will  be  men  of 
broad  views,  scholarly  people,  and  behind 
them,  with  votes,  the  middle  and  poorer 
classes.'* 

While  it  may  be  true,  in  a  certain  sense, 
that  socialists  and  communists  approve  the 
public  library  because  it  appears  to  give 
them  something  which  they  desire  at  the 
public  cost,  that  scheme,  on  its  true  ground, 
is  as  far  removed  as  possible  from  any  such 
theory  of  maintenance  by  the  state.  The 
essential  principle  of  communism  is  that  the 
members  of  the  community  shall  hold  their 
property  in  common  for  the  common  use  and 
benefit.  This  principle  flourished  in  the  vil- 
lage community  in  which  each  individual  was 
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allotted  his  certain  proportion  of  the  lands 
owned  in  common.  There  are  at  this  day  a 
sporadic  few  who  advocate  government  own- 
ership of  railroads,  and  some  would  even 
include  all  the  great  instrumentalities  of  com- 
merce and  production.  But  the  rational 
majority  hold  that  the  state  of  society  is  best 
which  makes  the  individual  a  free  and  inde- 
pendent member  of  the  community.  His  am- 
bitions and  energies  are  best  stimulated  by  his 
opportunities  to  prosper  for  himself.  Civiliza- 
tion and  enlightenment  are  advanced  by  the 
efforts  of  the  master  spirits  of  the  race.  The 
only  demand  which  the  individual  can  justly 
make  of  the  community,  with  its  government  as 
the  common  agent  of  all,  is  tliat  it  shall  not 
merely  protect  him  in  his  rights  as  a  free 
and  independent  citizen,  but  that  it  shall 
assure  him  the  opportunities  for  the  fullest 
exercise  of  his  talents,  and  shall  also,  as  a 
measure  of  common  interest,  provide  the 
facilities  for  his  very  highest  mental  equipment. 
In  this  latter  service  of  the  state  there  is  noth- 
ing whatever  of  the  communistic  idea. 

The  public  library  is  not  a  public  charity. 
There  may  be  some  who  regard  it  as  in  the 
nature  of  a  free  soup-house  which  caters  to  the 
appetite  for  mental  pabulum  more  or  less 
wholesome.  Most  communities  make  some 
provision  for  those  who  are  mentally  or  physic- 
ally unfitted  to  care  for  themselves  and  who 
have  no  estate  nor  natural  relations  upon 
whom  they  can  rely  for  support.  So  the  state 
builds  and  maintains  hospitals  and  alms- 
houses. This  it  does  simply  as  a  duty  of 
humanity.  The  instincts  of  the  race  and  the 
teachings  of  an  enlightened  civilization  assure 
us  that  a  universal  brotherhood  makes  all 
human  creatures  kin.  As  individuals  we  owe 
a  certain  duty  to  all  other  individuals,  and  as 
organized  society  we  must  see  to  it  that  the 
welfare  of  all  is  conserved.  But  there  is  no 
duty  of  kindness  or  good- will  which  requires 
the  furnishing  of  reading  matter  for  the  use  of 
the  whole  community. 

The  public  library  is  not  provided  for  the 
mere  intellectual  enjoyment  of  the  citizens. 
The  municipal  corporation  uses  public  funds  to 
buy  and  beautify  parks  and  boulevards.  The 
purpose  of  these  is  to  promote  the  public  health 
and  comfort,  and  incidentally  to  cultivate  the 
aesthetic  sense.  The  state  has  a  direct  interest 
in  the  healtli  of  its  citizens.    It  must  rely  on  their 


physical  strength  for  defense  in  time  of  peril 
or  invasion.  Therefore  it  must  have  a  care 
that  their  physical  welfare  is  promoted. 
Wholesome  food,  gentle  exercise,  a  cheerful 
and  contented  mind,  have  much  to  do  with 
soundess  of  body,  and  so  food-inspection  and 
open-air  recreation  are  justified  at  the  common 
expense. 

Art-museums  and  public  concerts  are  some- 
times maintained  out  of  the  general  treasury. 
The  only  basis  on  which  this  expense  can  be 
justified  is  that  their  purpose  is  educational. 
The  welfare  of  the  state  depends  not  alone  on 
the  ability  of  its  citizens  to  merely  read  and 
write  and  solve  problems  in  simple  arithmetic. 
Our  nature  is  many-sided  and  its  full  and 
perfect  development  must  be  sought  in  many 
directions.  The  aesthetic  is  not  less  real  than 
the  practical.  The  finer  qualities  of  the  mind 
have  weighty  influence  upon  national  progress 
and  destiny.  The  state  has  a  right  to  do  for 
its  citizens  the  things  which  will  best  serve  its 
ultimate  interests. 

Universities  and  higher  institutions  of  learn- 
ing maintained  at  public  cost  now  train  those 
who  have  the  means  and  opportunities  to  take 
advantage  of  their  curricula  for  the  most 
advanced  degrees,  and  through  their  post- 
graduate courses  oflfer  facilities  for  spending 
the  good  part  of  a  lifetime  in  the  immediate 
pursuit  of  knowledge.  But  in  the  nature  of 
things  the  number  of  those  who  can  give  time 
to  these  higher  courses  is  limited.  The  argu- 
ment has  sometimes  been  employed  against 
high  schools  and  universities  that  they  are 
maintained  at  great  cost  for  the  use  of  a  com- 
paratively trifling  portion  of  the  community. 
Statistics  are  quoted  to  show  that  of  the  whole 
number  of  children  in  the  primary  grades  less 
than  25  per  cent,  go  through  the  grammar 
grades,  and  that  of  the  small  number  who 
enter  the  high  school  grades  hardly  one  in 
ten  finishes  them,  while  of  these  but  an  infini- 
tesimal number  go  on  to  and  through  the 
university. 

It  is  not  due  to  lack  of  capacity  wholly,  or 
lack  of  interest,  that  so  many  students  fall  by 
the  wayside,  but  mainly  to  the  fact  that  their 
services  are  necessary  in  the  productive  chan- 
nels of  business.  Yet,  in  spite  of  the  com- 
paratively few  who  are  able  to  take  advantage 
of  them,  the  state  considers  it  a  duty  to  foster, 
and  the  community  cheerfully  bears  tlie  burden 
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of  maintaining,  the  higher  institutions  of  learn- 
ing, because  the  benefits  which  they  confer 
are  easily  recognized.  To  compensate  in 
some  degree  those  who  are  not  able  to  pursue 
in  organized  institutions  studies  untimely 
stopped  by  the  necessities  of  active  life,  the 
community  provides  the  free  library.  This  is 
the  people's  university,  close  to  the  door  of 
every  citizen,  in  which  all  who  have  the  in- 
clination and  energy  to  do  so  may  pursue 
through  their  whole  lives  the  studies  which 
most  interest  them. 

The  function  of  the  public  library  is  purely 
and  wholly  educational.  In  this  case  the  term 
is  to  be  construed  in  its  most  comprehensive 
sense.  It  does  not  merely  include  develop- 
ment of  the  intellect ;  it  involves  all  the  varied 
human  relations.  We  owe  duties  to  our 
maker,  to  ourselves,  to  those  who  are  de- 
pendent upon  us,  to  our  neighbors,  to  society, 
and  to  the  state.  In  all  these  delicate  and 
intricate  relations  we  must  be  taught,  and  as 
the  world  advances,  our  civilization  becomes 
more  complex  and  our  relations  more  in- 
volved, the  character  and  quality  of  our  edu- 
cation becomes  the  more  important.  The 
school  and  the  college  have  merely  laid  the 
foundation.  If  they  have  done  their  full  duty 
they  have  done  little  more  than  set  the  student 
on  the  high  road.  The  sequel  rests  with 
himself.  The  public  librar>'  puts  into  his 
hands  books,  which  contain  the  comljined 
wisdom  and  experience  of  all  who  have  gone 
before,  and  wherein  are  preserved  the  best 
thoughts  of  the  best  men  and  women  of  all  time. 
They  who  pass  judgment  upon  what  shall 
and  what  shall  not  be  admitted  to  the  shelves 
of  a  public  library  must  bear  in  mind  that, 
strictly  construing  the  function  of  the  library 
to  be  educational,  there  is  yet  ver>'  wide  lati- 
tude in  respect  to  the  things  which  people 
may  safely  and  wisely  learn. 


In  this  aspect  of  the  case,  those  who  are 
charged  with  the  management  and  control  of 
libraries  have  imposed  upon  them  a  very 
grave  responsibility.  They  are  not  merely 
the  custodians  of  the  books  which  the  public 
purse  has  bought ;  they  are  commissioned  to 
guide  in  the  path  of  highest  progress.  In  this 
light,  the  function  of  the  librarian  assumes  the 
halo  of  a  holy  office.  He  who  discharges  it 
earnestly  and  faithfully  may  do  much  to 
help  forward  the  enlightenment  of  his  genera- 
tion. 

The  sum  of  the  whole  statement,  briefly,  is 
this :  There  is  no  limit  to  the  concern  of  the 
free  state  in  the  education  of  its  citizens.  It  is 
as  much  bound  to  provide  libraries  in  which 
the  adult  may  continue  his  studies  as  it  is  to 
maintain  schools  in  which  as  a  child  he  may 
begin  them.  The  day  is  not  distant  when  this 
duty  will  be  universally  recognized  in  this 
country.  In  most  of  the  states  compulsor>' 
education  laws  prevail.  In  at  least  one, 
ever>'  town  is  required  by  law  to  establish  and 
maintain  a  free  public  library.  In  this  respect, 
New  Hampshire  is  only  leading  the  way  in 
which  others  will  shortly  follow. 

Then  organized  society  can  truthfully  say  to 
the  individual,  in  the  language  of  Professor 
Hoffman  in  his  "Sphere  of  the  State :"  "We 
have  done  what  we  could  to  develop  and 
strengthen  all  your  powers.  We  have  taught 
you  to  the  best  of  our  ability  to  know  yourself 
and  to  understand  your  relations  to  your  fel- 
lows. Now,  so  long  as  you  conduct  yourself 
as  a  child  of  the  day  and  not  of  the  night,  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  brotherhood 
are  yours.  But  if  you  choose  to  walk  in  the 
darkness  rather  than  in  the  light,  if  you  tram- 
ple under  feet  our  laws,  if  you  raise  your  hand 
against  every  man,  let  the  curse  of  your  wrong 
doing  fall  upon  your  own  head,  not  on  ours." 
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T  T  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  treat 
of  reading  for  the  young,  nor  of  the  relation 
of  public  libraries  to  the  public  schools,  nor 
will  it  consider  that  class  of  school  libraries 
which  are  really  public  city  libraries,  con- 
trolled by  the  board  of  education,  as  illus- 
trated by  the  Public  Library  of  Denver. 
These  will  only  be  touched  as  they  bear  upon 
the  subject  in  hand. 

In  August,  1890,  the  Library  Journal  con- 
tained an  urgent  appeal  for  the  consideration 
of  "School  Libraries,  particularly  of  the  higher, 
the  secondary' schools."  It  has  remained  for 
the  present  program  to  accept  the  sugges- 
tion, and  the  sources  of  information  are  few. 
The  term  "secondary  schools"  is  here  used  to 
include  high  schools,  academies,  and  such 
other  institutions  as  give  instruction  between 
the  graded  schools  and  the  colleges. 

In  1876,  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Educa- 
tion devoted  twenty  pages  to  "School  libra- 
ries," but  dismissed  the  separate  subject  of 
"Libraries  of  schools  for  secondary  instruc- 
tion" with  less  than  one  page.  The  Library 
Journal  has  no  one  article  devoted  to  school 
libraries,  although  it  contains  several  ac- 
counts of  district  libraries  in  articles  on 
library  legislation  and  library  history,  and  it 
does  not  specifically  treat  of  libraries  in 
secondary  schools. 

To  clearly  understand  the  question  and  to 
realize  how  little  the  secondary  schools  have 
been  considered,  it  is  necessary  to  briefly 
review  existing  conditions  in  relation  to 
school  libraries  as  a  whole,  as  shown  by  facts 
kindly  contributed  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  in  each  state. 

No  information  has  been  received  from 
Delaware,  Georgia,  Idaho,  Oregon,  and 
Tennessee.  The  state  superintendents  report 
no  legislation  for  school  libraries  in  Alabama, 
Arkansas,  Florida,  Louisiana,  Maine,  Massa- 
chusetts, Mississippi,  Nebraska,  Nevada, 
New    Hampshire,     North     Carolina,     South 


Carolina,  South  Dakota,  Texas,  Vermont, 
Washington,  West  Virginia,  and  Wyoming;  in 
some  cases  because  of  financial  depression 
and  in  others  because  of  a  strong  movement 
for  public  libraries.  Twenty-two  of  the  states 
report  more  or  less  favorably  with  variations 
as  to  authority,  money,  and  books,  as  shown 
in  the  following  summary: 

AUTHORITY. 

California. — The  state  Board  of  Education 
shall  recommend  a  list  of  books  for  district 
school  libraries.  The  power  of  the  state  board 
is  simply  recommendatory,  and  only  such 
books  as  have  been  adopted  by  the  county  or 
city  boards  of  education  can  be  bought. 

The  board  of  trustees  and  city  board  of  edu- 
cation must  expend  the  library  fund  for  school 
apparatus  and  books. 

Colorado. — The  qualified  electors  of  any 
district  of  the  third  class  may  order  a  sufficient 
levy  on  all  the  taxable  property  of  the  district 
to  procure  libraries  for  the  schools. 

Connecticut. — The  treasurer  of  the  state, 
upon  the  order  of  the  secretary  of  the  state 
Board  of  Education  shall  pay  money  to  every 
school  district,  and  to  every  town  maintaining 
a  high  school  which  shall  raise  an  equal  amount 
for  the  same  purpose,  to  establish  and  main- 
tain a  school  library  within  such  district.  The 
joint  board  of  selectmen  and  school  visitors  in 
each  town  shall  have  power  to  appropriate 
money  for  tlie  purchase  of  books  to  be  used  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  town. 

Florida. — The  trustees  of  a  district  may 
spend  money  for  libraries  if  they  see  fit. 

Illinois. — Every  school  district  board  is 
authorized  to  purchase  a  library  or  to  increase 
its  library. 

Indiana. — Township  libraries  are  provided 
for  by  law,  but  they  are  gradually  dying  out. 
Their  place  is  being  taken  by  the  Young  Peo- 
ple's Reading  Circle,  and  three  fourths  of  the 
districts  in  the  state  now  have  5  to  250  books 
suitable  for  young  people.  The  board  of  the 
Circle  selects  the  books,  and  in  many  places 
the  township  trustees  buy  the  books,  and  the 
county  commissioners  allow  their  bills,  so  that 
practically  the  state  enjoys  the  advantages  of 
the  district  library  law. 

Iowa. — Electors  may  vote  a  tax  for  procuring 
district  libraries. 
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Kansas. — The  school  districts  of  the  state 
may  at  the  annual  meeting  in  each  year  vote  a 
tax  upon  all  the  taicable  property  of  the  district, 
and  the  money  so  collected  shall  be  used  under 
the  direction  of  the  board  of  directors  for  buy- 
ing a  school  district  library  and  for  no  other 
purpose. 

Kentucky. — Each  school  district  may  have 
a  library.  The  trustees  must  select,  buy,  and 
care  for  district  libraries. 

Maryi^and. — The  law  states  that  district 
school  libraries  ought  to  be  established  in  each 
school  house  district  under  the  care  of  the 
teacher  as  librarian.  Books  must  be  selected 
by  the  board  of  district  school  trustees. 

Michigan. — Township  and  district  libraries 
are  authorized.  Books  shall  be  selected  by 
district  officers. 

Minnesota. — The  superintendent  of  public 
instruction  and  the  presidents  of  the  normal 
schools  of  the  state  are  directed  to  prepare  a 
list  of  books  suitable  for  school  libraries.  Any 
school  district  which  shall  have  bought  books 
selected  from  this  list,  and  shall  have  properly 
cared  for  them,  shall  receive  financial  aid  from 
the  state. 

Missouri. — The  school  board  has  a  right  to 
appropriate  money  for  school  libraries. 

Montana. — A  library  fund  is  created  and 
the  board  of  school  trustees  must  expend  the 
library  fund  for  books  for  a  school  library. 
The  superintendent  of  public  instruction  shall 
prepare  and  furnish  to  school  officers,  through 
the  county  superintendents,  lists  of  publica- 
tions approved  by  him  as  suitable  for  school 
libraries. 

Nebraska.— It  is  within  the  authority  of  a 
school  district  meeting,  or  a  board  of  education, 
to  appropriate  a  certain  fund  for  library  pur- 
poses. 

New  Jersey. — The  treasurer  of  the  school 
fund,  upon  the  onler  of  the  state  superintendent 
of  education,  is  authorized  to  pay  to  each  pub- 
lic school  money  to  establish  and  to  maintain 
a  school  library  provided  the  school  shall  have 
raised  an  equal  amount  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  selection  of  books  shall  be  approved  by 
the  school  trustees  of  each  district. 

New  York. — Each  city  and  school  district 
in  the  state  is  authorized  to  raise  moneys  by 
tax  for  starting  or  extending  or  caring  for  the 
school  library.  The  state  superintendent  ap- 
portions and  makes  rules  for  using  school  library 
mone^.  Books  must  be  approved  by  the  state 
superintendent  of  public  instruction. 

North  Dakota. — The  state  superintendent 
shall  prepare  and  furnish  to  school  officers, 
through  the  county  superintendents,  lists  of 

Sublications  approved  by  him  as  suitable  for 
istrict  libraries. 

Ohio. — In  any  district  the  board  of  education 
may  appropriate  money  from  the  contingent 
fund  for  the  purchase  of  such  books,  other  than 


school  books,  as  it  may  deem  suitable  for  the 
use  and  improvement  of  the  scholars  and 
teachers  of  the  district. 

Pennsyi,vania. — The  board  of  school  direct- 
ors in  each  common  school  district  is  author- 
ized to  establish  and  maintain  a  library.  The 
board  may  levy  a  tax  for  the  support  of  the 
librar)'.  (This  law  passe<l  both  Houses  in  May 
1895.  When  reported  in  June  the  governor 
had  not  signed  it,  but  tliere  was  no  opposition 
expected. ) 

Rhode  Isi,and. — The  state  law  has  always 
authorized  the  establishment  of  school  libraries, 
but  no  state  aid  was  given  until  about  twelve 
years  ago,  when  a  small  appropriation  was 
made  for  school  apparatus  and  books  of  refer- 
ence. 

Virginia. — The  constitution  of  the  state 
authorizes  the  state  board  of  e<lucation  to  pro- 
vide for  furnishing  school  houses  with  such 
libraries  as  may  be  necessary.  No  action  has 
been  taken  in  regard  to  the  matter,  however, 
as  the  board  has  had  no  money  for  the  purpose. 
Under  the  constitution  the  state  board  of  edu- 
cation is  to  select  a  list  of  books  for  use  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  state,  from  which  list 
county  and  city  boards  select  books  for  their 
schools. 

Wisconsin. — ^The  treasurer  of  each  town 
shall  annually  withhold  money  received  from 
the  school  fund  income,  to  be  used  in  the  pur- 
chase of  school  libraries.  The  state  supcriu- 
tendent  of  public  instruction  shall  annually  or 
biennially  prepare  a  list  of  approved  books  for 
school  libraries.  Each  year  the  town  clerk, 
with  the  county  superintendent  of  schools, 
shall  spend  all  money  withheld  by  the  town 
treasurer  in  the  purchase  of  books  selected 
from  the  lists  prepared  by  the  state  superin- 
tendent, and  shall  distribute  the  books  among 
the  several  school  districts  in  proportion  to  the 
money  withheld  from  each. 

MONEY. 

California. — Except  in  cities  not  divided 
into  school  districts  the  library  fund  is  ten  per 
cent,  of  the  state  school  fund  annually  appor- 
tioned to  the  district,  unless  ten  per  cent, 
exceed  fifty  dollars,  in  which  case  it  is  fifty 
dollars.  In  cities  not  divided  into  school  dis- 
tricts the  library  fund  is  fifty  dollars  annually 
for  every  one  thousand  children  from  five  to 
seventeen  years  of  age. 

Coi^rado. — The  library  fund  is  a  sufficient 
levy  on  all  taxable  property  in  the  district. 

Connecticut. — The  appropriation  is  ten 
dollars  to  establish  a  library  and  five  dollars 
annually  to  maintain  it.  If  the  number  of 
pupils  in  any  school  exceeds  one  hundred,  the 
treasurer  shall  pay  five  dollars  annually  for 
every  one  hundred  or  fraction  of  one  hundred 
pupils  over  the  first  one  hundred. 

Fi<orida. — The  library  fund  may  be  any  part 
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of  a  three-mills  special  tax,  prescribed  by  the 
trustees  of  the  district. 

Ili«inois. — Books  are  paid  for  out  of  the 
unexpended  balance  belonging  to  the  district 
when  ordinary  expenses  have  been  paid. 

Iowa. — The  library  fund  is  a  portion  of  the 
school  tax  decided  by  vote.  The  school  tax 
docs  not  exceed  ten  mills  on  the  dollar  in  any 
one  year  on  the  taxable  property  of  the  district 
township. 

Kansas. — The  library'  fund  is  derived  from  a 
tax  not  to  exceed  two  mills  on  the  dollar,  pro- 
vided that  in  districts  where  the  taxable  pro- 
perty is  more  than  f  20,000  and  not  more  than 
^30,000,  there  shall  not  be  levied  more  than  one 
and  one-half  mills  on  the  dollar,  and  when  the 
taxable  property  is  more  than  (30,000  and  not 
more  than  (50,000,  there  shall  not  be  levied 
more  than  one  mill  on  the  dollar,  and  in  all 
cases  where  the  taxable  property  of  the  district 
shall  exceed  (50,000  there  shall  not  be  levied 
more  than  one-half  mill  on  the  dollar. 

Kentucky. — No  tax  is  provided  for  the  dis- 
trict libraries,  though  a  small  tax  is  levied  to 
maintain  the  teachers'  libraries. 

Maryland. — Ten  dollars  annually  is  ordered 
to  be  paid  by  the  board  of  county  school  com- 
missioners out  of  the  state  school  fund  to  any 
school  house  district  as  long  as  the  people  of  the 
district  raise  the  same  amount  annually. 

Michigan. — Fines  for  any  breach  of  penal 
laws  of  the  stale  and  for  penalities  in  criminal 
proceedings,  and  all  equivalents  for  exemptions 
from  military  duty  shall  be  apportioned  by  the 
county  treasurer  among  the  several  townships 
in  the  county  according  to  the  number  of 
children  between  five  and  twenty  years  of  age 
in  the  townships.  This  money  shall  be  used 
for  the  support  of  township  and  district  libra- 
ries and  fur  no  other  purpose. 

Minnesota. — ^Thc  superintendent  of  public 
instruction  shall  order  the  state  auditor  to  pay 
to  any  school  district  one-half  the  amount 
which  it  has  spent  for  its  school  library  under 
the  provisions  of  the  law :  provided  that  no 
district  shall  receive  more  than  twenty  dollars 
upon  the  first  statement  nor  more  than  ten 
dollars  upon  any  subsequent  statement.  The 
sum  of  (10,000  is  annually  appropriated. 

Missouri. — It  is  recommended  that  on 
Library  Day,  the  Friday  succeeding  Thanks- 
giving, an  earnest  effort  be  made  in  each  school 
district  to  raise  at  least  a  small  library  fund  by 
entertainment,  subscription,  or  otherwise. 
The  day  has  not  been  appointed  by  law;  so 
many  schools  observe  it  at  more  convenient 
times  and  some  do  not  observe  it  at  all,  but  it 
is  reported  as  being,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory. 

Montana. — Except  in  cities  having  a  popu- 
lation of  two  thousand  or  more,  the  library 
fund  shall  be  not  less  than  five  per  cent,  nor 
more  than  ten  per  cent,  of  the  county  school 
fund   annually   apportioned    in    the    district; 


provided  that,  should  such  ten  per  cent,  exceed 
fifty  dollars,  fifty  dollars  only  shall  be  appor- 
tioned to  the  district.  In  cities  having  a 
population  of  two  thousand  or  more  the  library 
fund  shall  be  not  more  than  fifty  dollars  for 
every  five  hundred  children  or  fraction  thereof 
of  three  hundred  or  more  between  six  and 
twenty -one  years  of  age,  annually  taken  from 
the  general  school  fund  of  the  county  appor- 
tioned to  such  district. 

New  Jersey. — The  library  fund  is  twenty 
dollars  out  of  the  income  of  the  school  fund  to 
establish  a  library  and  ten  dollars  annually  to 
maintain  a  library,  provided  the  school  raises 
an  equal  amount.  This  money  shall  be  used 
for  books  and  apparatus. 

New  York.— (55,000  annually  is  appro- 
priated for  school  library  books.  No  portion  of 
the  school  library  mone}'  shall  be  expended 
except  for  books  approved  by  the  state 
superintendent  of  public  instruction.  The 
locality  must  raise  an  equal  amount. 

North  Dakota. — The  law  allows  any  district 
school  board  to  spend  fifty  dollars  for  a  district 
library.  With  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the 
voters  of  a  school  district,  the  district  school 
board  may  buy  a  library  of  the  value  of  more 
than  fifty  dollars,  but  not  to  exceed  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Ohio. — Appropriations  for  school  libraries 
shall  not  exceed,  in  any  one  year,  twelve  hun- 
dred dollars  in  city  districts  containing  cities  of 
the  first  grade  of  the  first  class,  three  hundred 
dollars  in  other  city  districts  of  the  first  class, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  city  districts, 
of  the  second  class,  and  seventy-five  dollars  in 
other  districts.  One  half  of  this  amount  may 
be  spent  for  apparatus. 

For  the  purpose  of  increasing  and  main- 
taining the  school  libraries  of  city  districts 
the  board  of  education  may  levy  annually  a  tax 
of  one  tenth  of  one  mill  on  the  dollar  valuation 
of  taxable  property  in  the  district. 

Pennsylvania. — The  board  may  levy  a  tax 
not  to  exceed  one  mill  in  any  one  year  on  the 
valuation  of  the  property  assessed  for  school 
purposes  in  the  district. 

Rhode  Island. — Only  twenty  dollars  annual- 
ly is  allowed  to  each  district.  The  law  fixes  no 
limit  to  the  amount  a  district  may  spend  for 
libraries,  but  the  state  superintendent  reports 
that  no  district  has  ever  spent  nmch  more 
than  one  hundred  dollars,  and  that  only  in  one 
or  two  cases.  Before  state  aid  is  given, 
vouchers  must  be  presented  to  the  commis- 
sioner of  public  schools,  showing  what  the 
district  or  town  has  spent  as  the  basis  of  its 
claim  for  state  aid. 

Wisconsin. — The  treasurer  of  each  town  shall 
withhold  annually  from  the  money  received 
from  the  school  fund  income  for  the  several 
school  districts  whose  school  houses  are  located 
in  the  town  of  which  he  is  the  treasurer,  an 
amount  equal  to  ten  cents   for  each  person 
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of  school  age  liyiog  in  such  district  for  the 
purchase  of  books. 


SELECTION  OF  BOOKS  AND  PRINTED  LISTS. 

California. — The  law  indicates  wbat  books 
and  apparatus  mapr  be  bought  with  the  library 
fund  and  states  distinctly  that  school  supplies, 
such  as  chalk,  pencils,  ink,  etc.,  cannot  be 
purchased  with  the  library  fUnd.  The  books 
selected  are  of  a  general  nature,  as  well  as  for 
supplementary  reading.  A  classified  priced  list 
was  published  in  1892.  It  includes  books  suit- 
able for  high  schools. 

Connecticut. — The  selection  must  consist 
of  books  of  reference  and  other  books  to  be 
used  in  connection  with  school  work.  The 
published  list  is  classified  and  priced,  including 
about  one  hundred  books  for  the  home  reading 
of  children  between  eight  and  fifteen  years  of 
age  in  a  country  school.  Books  for  the 
younger  children  are  starred  and  the  list 
of  U.  S.  historical  fiction  indicates  the  period 
covered  by  each  book.  A  course  of  supplemen- 
tary rcadmg  for  public  schools  follows.  The 
fact  that  Miss  Hewins,  of  Hartford,  was  on  the 
committee  which  prepared  the  list  vouches  for 
its  excellence. 

Iowa. — There  is  a  short  general  list  arrangc<l 

under  publishers. 

Kansas. — The  district  board  in  the  purchase 
of  books  is  confined  to  works  of  history, 
biography,  science,  and  travels. 

Maryland. — The  state  board  of  education  is 
authorized  to  publish  a  list,  from  which  all 
sectarian  and  partisan  books  shall  be  excluded. 
A  classified  priced  list  of  general  books  adapted 
to  the  different  grades  was  published  in  1893. 

Michigan. — The  law  specifies  a  working 
library  selected  first  of  all  to  assist  pupils  in  a 
proper  study  of  geography,  history,  and  litera- 
ture. A  classified  priced  list  has  been  published, 
in  groups  costing  five,  ten,  thirty-five,  and  fifty 
dollars  all  for  supplementary  reading. 

Minnesota. — ^The  list  must  include  books 
of  reference,  history,  biography,  literature, 
political  economy,  agriculture,  travel,  and 
natural  science.  A  classified  priced  list  with 
full  descriptive  notes  has  been  published.  This 
includes  books  for  high  schools. 

Missouri. — ^Tlie  state  superintendent  pub- 
lishes a  list  of  books  in  his  annual  report. 
The  list  is  arranged  in  groups  adapted  to 
different  grades. 

Montana. — ^The  lists  must  include  books  for 
supplementary  work  and  all  books  must  be 
selected  from  the  lists  approved  by  the  superin- 
tendent of  public  instruction. 

New  York. — School  libraries  must  consist 
of  reference  books  for  use  in  the  school  room, 
suitable  supplementary  reading  books  for 
children,  or  books  relating  to  branches  of  study 
being  pursued  in  the  schools,  and  pedagogic 
books  as  aids  to  teachers.     In  189 1,  Regents' 


Bulletin  No.  6  contained  a  classified  list  of 
books  suitable  for  graded  and  hi^h  schools 
and  academies,  with  full  descriptive  notes. 
The  list  was  prepared  by  Miss  Mary  S.  Cutler, 
Vice-director  of  the  New  York  State  Ivibrary 
School. 

North  Dakota. — The  library  must  include 
books  for  general  reading  as  well  as  for  school 
work.  It  must  exclude  all  books  unsuited  to 
the  cultivation  of  good  character  and  good 
morals  and  manners,  and  no  sectarian  pub- 
lications devoted  to  discussion  of  sectarian 
differences  and  creeds  shall  be  admitted  to  the 
library. 

Wisconsin. — School  libraries  must  consist  of 
books  for  general  reading  as  well  as  for  school 
work.  The  state  publishes  a  classified  list  ar- 
ranged according  to  grades,  with  very  full 
descriptive  notes.  There  is  a  supplementary 
list  for  high  schools.  The  latest  list  was  issued 
July  1894,  but  a  new  edition  is  nearly  ready. 


location. 

Caijfornia. — Libraries  must  be  kept,  when 
practicable,  in  the  school  houses. 

Maryland. — Libraries  shall  he  kept  in  the 
school  building  during  the  school  term. 

Montana. — Libraries  must  be  kept,  when 
practicable,  in  the  school  houses. 

New  York. — The  school  library  shall  be 
kept  in  the  school  building  at  all  times. 

Pknnsylvania. — The  board  may  set  aside 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  any  school  house  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  library,  or  may  erect 
a  new  builditig. 

Wlsconsin. — During  the  periods  that  the 
school  is  in  session,  the  library  shall  be  placed 
in  the  school  house.  Legislation  on  this  point 
became  necessary  because  of  the  great  loss  of 
books  when  allowed  to  be  stored  in  different 
places. 

use. 

California. — ^The  library  is  free  to  all  pupils 
of  a  suitable  age  belonging  to  the  school.  Any 
resident  of  the  district  may  have  the  privileges 
of  the  library  by  paying  a  fee. 

New  York. — The  school  library  sliall  not  be 
used  as  a  circulating  library  except  that  so  far 
as  the  rules  fixed  by  the  state  superintendent 
shall  allow,  teachers  and  school  officers  or 
pupils  mav  borrow  for  a  limited  time  any  book 
not  needed  for  reference  in  the  school  room. 
The  public  shall  not  be  entitled  to  use  anjr 
library  in  the  custody  of  the  school  authon- 
ties. 

North  Dakota. — The  school  library  is  for 
the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  school  district. 
Books  are  loaned  only  to  residents  of  the  dis- 
trict. 

Wisconsin. — Books  may  be  loaned  to  teach- 
ers, pupils,  or  other  residents  of  the  district. 
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From  this  summary  we  find  mandatory,  per- 
missive, and  suggestive  legislation ;  we  find  in 
all  cases  meagre  appropriations ;  we  find 
libraries  limited  to  reference  books  and  libra- 
ries for  general  reading  ;  we  find  libraries  lim- 
ited to  the  schools,  and  libraries  free  to  all 
residents  in  the  district ;  we  find  the  older 
states  discouraging  district  libraries,  and  de- 
veloping free  public  libraries,  while  the  newer 
states  are  establishing  district  libraries  as  fore- 
runners of  something  better. 

The  original  district  library  was  a  collection 
of  books  for  the  people  living  in  a  certain 
school  district,  and  might  be  kept  anywhere 
in  the  district.  Defects  in  legislation  and  ad- 
ministration have  caused  this  type  of  library  to 
fail  of  its  highest  usefulness. 

The  modern  district  library  seems  to  be 
primarily  for  the  pupils  and  is  kept  in  the 
school  house.  Out  of  twenty-two  states  which 
reported  legislation  for  school  libraries,  only 
one  mentioned  high  school  libraries,  two  or 
three  implied  them,  and  the  general  inference 
is  that  the  others  limit  their  financial  aid  to 
the  grades,  although  four  states  printed  lists 
of  books  suitable  for  high  schools. 

The  reports  were  concerned  with  state  aid 
only,  and  do  not  by  any  means  furnish  an  idea 
of  the  extent  of  high  school  libraries.  Many 
of  these  libraries  depend  upon  municipal  aid 
either  by  provision  of  the  city  charter  or  by 
the  authority  vested  in  the  board  of  education, 
but  in  the  smaller  places  they  depend  to  a 
great  extent  upon  the  individual  efforts  of  the 
principal. 

It  has  always  been  granted  that  college  and 
university  libraries  were  necessary,  and  since 
1835  there  has  been  a  growing  sentiment  in 
favor  of  common  school  libraries,  but  through 
intent  or  oversight  four  important  years  of 
school  life  have  not  been  provided  for. 

For  the  past  few  years,  the  American  Library 
Association  has  earnestly  advocated  state  aid 
to  public  libraries  and,  since  its  formation  in 
1876,  it  has  as  earnestly  urged  the  co-operation 
of  public  libraries  and  public  schools.  Is  it 
the  opinion  of  the  members  of  this  conference 
that  the  public  library  can  furnish  all  the  books 
needed  in  the  high  schools  ? 

In  1890,  the  editor  of  \\i^  Library  Journal 

said,  "Let  the  school  librarians  raise  their 

voices,  let  them  detail  their  difficulties  and 

wants.    Then,  if  the  experience  of  the  other 
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librarians  suggests  to  them  any  remedies  or 
any  good  advice,  they  will  not  be  backward 
in  offering  it."  The  school  librarians  are 
raising  their  voices  and  they  say  that  state 
legislation  is  necessary  in  order  to  have  con- 
certed action,  and  to  force  into  activity  those 
who  neglect  their  opportunities.  When  the 
libraries  fluctuate  with  the  rise  and  fall  of  suc- 
cessive administrations,  their  usefulness  is 
seriously  threatened. 

If  legislation  is  necessary  for  common  school 
libraries,  still  more  is  it  necessary  for  those  of 
secondary  schools,  as  their  studies  call  for 
more  extensive  supplementary  reading,  and 
their  pupils  should  prepare  themselves  for  an 
intelligent  use  of  college  libraries,  or  for  indi- 
vidual reading  through  life. 

In  the  course  of  educational  evolution,  high- 
school  libraries  will  be  forced  by  the  very 
students  who  have  profited  by  the  advantages 
of  the  common  school  libraries.  In  1876  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  Education  while  re- 
porting favorably  on  common  school  libraries 
stated  that  most  of  the  collections  belonging 
to  the  secondary  schools  were  of  a  miscel- 
laneous character,  consisting  of  gifts  of  indi- 
viduals. There  has  been  a  great  improvement 
since  then,  and  it  is  now  quite  common  for 
high  schools  in  cities  to  be  furnished  with 
reference  books,  and  in  many  cases  with 
books  for  supplementary  reading  also,  with 
carefully  planned  reading  courses,  but  the 
smaller  places  need  encouragement  and  in 
some  cases  force. 

It  is  argued  that  the  public  library  must  be 
induced  to  furnish  books  to  the  schools  and 
that  the  schools  should  not  duplicate.  There 
is  opportunity  for  each  to  work.  Each  high 
school  needs  reference  books  as  equipment, 
and  it  needs  enough  copies  of  books  assigned 
for  supplementary  reading  to  supply  the 
pupils.  It  would  be  a  serious  matter  for  a 
public  library  in  a  large  city  to  furnish  sup- 
plementary reading  for  all  of  the  high  schools. 
It  would  be  equally  serious  in  a  small  town 
to  duplicate  extensively,  on  account  of  lack  of 
funds. 

Economy  through  co-operation  can  be  re- 
alized if  the  public  library  will  make  the  high 
school  a  sub-station,  and  send  there  a  case  of 
interesting  books  for  general  reading. 

If  the  high  school  buys  books  for  general 
r^4ing,  aside  fropi  the  expense,  there  is  the 
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danger  that  the  pupils  will  associate  the 
books  with  the  school  only,  and  so  lose  the 
influence  of  a  library  after  graduation. 

As  the  school  can  exercise  a  more  steady 
and  a  more  personal  influence  over  the  pupil, 
so  it  makes  the  best  reading  center,  and  the 
best  delivery  station  for  the  public  library,  but 
it  should  train  the  pupils  to  use  the  public 
library  and  not  alienate  them  from  it. 

Teachers  say  that  they  have  no  time  to  attend 
to  a  school  library  because  they  are  already 
overworked.  Unless  the  teachers  take  an 
interest  in  the  library  and  enlist  the  intelligent 
help  of  their  students,  all  legislation  is  use- 
less. More  depends  upon  the  spirit  of  the 
teacher  than  upon  the  list  of  books.  Instruc- 
tion in  the  use  of  libraries  and  in  the  simplest 
methods  of  administration  should  be  given  in 
normal  schools.  Then  the  teacher  could  easily 
instruct  some  interested  pupil  to  work  under 
his  direction  and  need  only  supervise. 

If  the  library  exceeds  one  thousand  volumes 
it  will  pay  the  board  of  education  to  secure 
some  one  of  experience  to  properly  arrange  it, 
and  instruct  some  teacher  how  to  continue  it. 
If  the  board  cannot  afford  this,  or  if  the  library 
consists  of  only  a  few  hundred  volumes,  it 
would  be  an  evidence  of  the  true  missionary 
spirit  for  the  public  librarian  of  the  town  to  give 
a  few  suggestions  for  arranging  the  books 
neatly  and  in  order.  No  teacher  need  say  that 
he  has  not  time  for  the  library  work  when  he 
has  before  him  constantly  such  an  efficient 
staff*  as  he  can  And  among  his  older  pupils  and 
every  teacher  knows  how  much  interest  is 
added  to  a  piece  of  work  on  which  the  pupil 
has  been  personally  engaged. 

Superintendents  complain  that  school  libra- 
ries are  poorly  supplied,  poorly  arranged  and 
mismanaged.  Teachers  complain  that  they 
do  not  know  how  to  manage  the  libraries  nor 
how  to  make  them  available  to  the  students 
when  the  resources  are  few.  More  or  less 
formal  administration  lends  dignity  to  the 
library  and  insures  its  protection. 

The  first  element  of  a  successful  school 
library  is  to  grant  free  access  to  the  shelves. 
One  of  the  strongest  arguments  for  the  exist- 
ence of  a  school  library  is  that  the  books  are 
at  hand  when  wanted,  and  often  the  impulse 
to  read  has  gone  by  the  time  the  book  is 
drought  from  a  distance.  A  student  who  does 
not  at  first  care  for  books  will  be  unconsciously 


influenced  by  their  presence,  and  if  allowed 
to  browse  among  them,  will  surely  find  some- 
thing to  interest  him  and  will  absorb  many 
other  things  by  the  way. 

Access  to  the  shelves  will  save  time  for  the 
overworked  teacher,  and  will  serve  as  a  pro- 
tection against  loss  by  theft  by  inculcating^  a 
sense  of  ownership  and  of  pride.  The  most 
valuable  result  of  open  shelves  for  youngs  peo- 
ple is  that  it  develops  a  desire  to  own  books, 
at  first  perhaps  as  furniture,  but  really  for  their 
companionship. 

If  access  to  the  shelves  is  allowed,  it  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  classify  the  books  by 
subject,  even  though  there  b«  only  two  hundred 
volumes,  but  the  school  library  should  choose 
a  system  which  has  a  short  and  simple  nota- 
tion. Either  of  the  first  four  classifications  of 
the  Cutter  Expansive  system  or  the  abridged 
Dewey  Decimal  system  is  appropriate  for  a 
small  library  and  is  capable  of  extension  as 
the  library  grows.  Besides  convenience  of 
arrangement  in  bringing  together  all  books 
on  the  same  subject  it  teaches  the  students 
the  scope  and  relation  of  different  subjects. 

The  small  library  cannot  afford  Poole's  In- 
dex to  Current  Periodical  Literature,  nor  the 
A.  L.  A.  Index  to  General  Literature,  nor  can 
it  afford  the  works  indexed  by  them.  But  the 
small  library  has  many  works  of  collected 
essays  and  scattering  volumes  of  periodicals 
which  contain  much  valuable  material  if  ac- 
cessible, but  which  is  utterly  useless  unless 
indexed.  The  school  library,  then,  should 
index  under  subject,  all  articles  in  these  odd 
volumes  to  supplement  the  books  on  those 
subjects.  Often  these  articles  will  be  the  only 
material  which  a  small  library  has  on  a  sub- 
ject. 

If  a  city  high  school  supports  a  reading-room 
and  saves  its  periodicals  it  might  profitably 
buy  the  Annual  Literary  Index  to  periodicals 
and  essays,  using  each  month  the  periodical 
index  in  the  Review  of  Reviews. 

The  extensive  reference  work  desirable  in 
secondary  schools,  makes  it  necessary  for  the 
teacher  to  secure  the  help  of  the  best  students. 
He  should  teach  them  to  help  themselves  by 
first  working  with  them  and  then  asking  them 
to  help  others.  He  should  give  talks  to 
groups  of  the  students  about  the  reference- 
books.  He  should  teach  them  that  reference- 
books  include  more  than  dictionaries,  ency- 
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clopcedias  and  atlases.  He  should  ^ive  them 
questions  to  look  up  to  test  their  familiarity 
with  the  books.  He  should  have  the  students 
take  turns  in  looking  up  references  on  debate 
questions,  or  on  subjects  under  discussion  in 
class,  and  he  should  save  all  of  these  refer- 
ences for  future  use. 

The  school  librarian  has  an  advantage  over 
the  public  librarian,  as  he  knows  what  subjects 
are  to  be  taken  up  in  the  various  classes,  and 
when  they  will  come,  so  that  he  can  anticipate 
the  demand  and  have  his  lists  ready.  The 
subjects  recur  each  year  and  the  lists  need  ad- 
ditions only  for  the  past  year  to  be  ready  for 
use  again. 

He  can  teach  history  by  having  a  bulletin 
board  for  anniversaries,  and  on  this  post  refer- 
ences to  the  event  celebrated.  In  the  same 
way  he  can  keep  the  students  interested  in 
current  events  by  posting  clippings  from  the 
daily  papers.  He  can  interest  them  in  art  by 
attaching  to  the  pictures  or  casts  in  the  room 
references  to  the  artists  or  their  work,  and  it  is 
witliin  the  means  of  most  school  libraries  to 
have  a  frame  in  which  pictures  may  be  fre- 
quently changed,  and  so  exhibit  a  number  of 
reproductions  of  famous  works  of  art. 

He  can  interest  them  in  music  by  posting 
references  about  the  selections  given  at  con- 
certs and  musicales  in  the  town.  He  should 
in  all  cases  induce  them  to  supplement  the 
references  in  the  school  library  with  informa- 
tion found  elsewhere,  in  order  to  cultivate  the 
habit  of  exhausting  a  subject  and  of  using 
other  libraries. 

He  should  anticipate  the  seasons  and  keep 
in  touch  with  school  sports  so  that  the  boy 
who  loves  nature  will  find  a  list  of  out-of-door 
books  ready  for  him  and  the  aspirant  for 
college  honors  will  find  practical  treatises  on 
foot-ball.  He  should  remember  all  holidays 
especially  if  some  superstition  or  curious  cus- 
tom is  associated  with  their  celebration,  in 


order  to  satisfy  the  annual  demand  for  the 
Christmas  poem  and  to  tell  the  young  girls 
how  to  play  Hallowe'en  pranks. 

In  short  he  should  have  a  sincere  conviction 
of  the  importance  of  the  library  in  the  school 
and  should  keep  in  touch  with  every  element 
of  the  student  body,  showing  them  the  re- 
sources of  a  small  collection  of  books  well 
used,  teaching  them  to  appreciate  good  edi- 
tions, good  binding,  and  good  paper,  and  to 
treat  books  as  their  friends. 

The  students  will  acquire  a  love  for  books, 
they  will  do  better  and  broader  school  work, 
they  will  gain  a  knowledge  of  library  methods 
which  may  benefit  their  town  libraries  later, 
and  they  will  carry  away  a  desire  to  own 
books. 

These  suggestions  are  by  no  means  new  to 
librarians,  as  they  are  carried  out  in  college 
and  public  libraries  throughout  the  land,  but 
they  are  offered  to  the  librarian  in  a  secondary 
school  who  is  supposed  to  be  a  teacher  with  no 
knowledge  of  library  work.  They  are  offered 
because  of  a  firm  conviction  that  most  high 
school  libraries,  even  though  quite  well 
equipped  fall  short  of  their  usefulness  be- 
cause mismanaged  or  because  not  managed 
at  all ;  and  they  are  offered  further  because  of 
the  many  inquiries  from  school  librarians  as 
to  how  much  of  so-called  library  science  is 
necessary  for  the  simple  and  orderly  adminis- 
tration of  a  high  school  library. 

Mr.  Horace  E.  Scudder,  the  scholar,  and 
friend  of  young  people,  writes  in  the  Atlantic 
Moftthly  for  November,  1893  :  *'  Such  a  move- 
ment as  this  (school  libraries)  should  be  fol- 
lowed with  the  closest  attention  that  it  may 
not,  as  in  earlier  instances,  be  started  with  en- 
thusiasm and  then  gradually  lose  its  impetus. 
We  do  not  think  this  will  be  the  history,  be- 
cause the  movement  has  a  deeper  relation  than 
previous  ones  to  the  actual  condition  of  edu- 
cational methods." 
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BY  WILLIAM   H.  BRBTT,  LIBRARIAN,  CLEVELAND  PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 


]V/r ARGARET  Deland,  in  the  North  Afneri' 
can  Review^  says  that  journalism  and 
literature  stand  to  each  other  very  much  in  the 
relation  of  the  big  brother  and  the  little  boy. 
Journalism,  strong,  eager,  careless,  goes  strid- 
ing along  ;  by  his  side  the  little  brother,  litera- 
ture, almost  dragged  along  by  tht;  rough,  good- 
natured  handclasp  of  the  big  brother,  goes 
stumbling  and  panting,  but  striving  to  keep 
up.  The  big  brother  sets  the  tasks  for  tlie 
little  one  and  sometimes  chucks  him  under 
the  chin  with  good-natured  praise,  sometimes 
blames  him  with  careless  severity.  She  is 
speaking  of  journalism  as  a  patronizing  critic 
of  literature  and  linds  in  this  relation  that 
which  she  makes  the  title  of  her  article,  **A 
Menace  to  Literature."  Whatever  opinions 
we  may  hold  as  to  the  correctness  of  this  view 
we  may  find  more  force  in  the  comparison 
made,  if  applied  merely  to  the  volume  of  the 
production  of  periodicals  and  newspapers,  and 
to  the  proportion  which  they  furnish  of  the 
reading  of  our  people. 

During  the  period  from  1840  to  1894  the 
population  of  the  United  States  has  increased 
from  17,000.000  to  69,000,000.  The  estimated 
value  of  the  books  produced  in  1840  was 
$5.500f000  ;  i"  1894  it  may  fairly  be  placed  at 
not  less  than  ^70,000,000.  The  number  of  new 
books  issued  for  1857,  the  first  year  for  which 
I  have  found  any  exact  figures,  was  879.  The 
number  in  1893  was  5,134.  The  number  of 
newspapers  issued  in  the  United  States  in  1840 
was  1,258,  with  an  aggregate  circulation  of 
90,361,000  copies  in  that  year.  In  1894  it  was 
19,307,  with  an  aggregate  circulation  of  3,464,- 
000,000  copies. 

In  other  words,  during  a  period  of  little 
more  than  half  a  century  the  population  of  the 
United  States  has  increased  more  than  four- 
fold. During  the  same  period,  the  number  of 
newspapers  issued  in  the  country  increased 
fifteenfold,  and  the  total  annual  issue  more 
than  thirtyfold.    The  increased  issue  of  maga- 


zines has  also  been  very  great.  This  is  mor« 
marked  in  the  size  of  the  editions  issued  than 
in  the  increased  number  of  publications,  al- 
though this  has  been  considerable.  Several 
of  our  magazines  issue  more  than  100,000 
copies  monthly,  and  one  at  least  has  passed 
the  quarter-million  mark. 

This  wonderful  increase  has  been  coincident 
in  time  with  the  establishment  and  extension 
of  our  free-school  system,  which,  if  it  has  not 
proven  to  be  a  remedy  for   and   safeguard 
against  all  moral  and  social  evils,  as  was  pre- 
dicted and  hoped  for  by  its  earlier  advocates, 
has  at  least  accomplished  the  great  work  of 
preventing    the    increase    of  illiteracy,    and 
keeping  the  percentage  of  illiterates  at  about 
the  same  point  during    these  fifty  or  more 
years.    This  work  has  been  done  in  spite  of 
the  difficulty  consequent  upon  a  great  volume 
of  immigration,  bringing  with  it  a  larger  pro- 
portion   of  illiteracy  than  that    among   our 
native  population ;  and  in  spite  also  of  the 
practical  difficulty  of  establishing  schools  in 
the  sparsely  settled  mountain  regions  of  the 
south,  and  of  keeping  the  means  of  education 
within  reach  of  the  enterprising  pioneers,  who 
have  during  the  same  period  rapidly  pushed 
our  frontier  westward  until  it  has  disappeared 
with  the  setting  sun  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.    This 
great  work  thus  going  on  has  multiplied  an 
army  of  readers  and  has  created  the  demand, 
which  has  been  met  by  the  wonderful  develop- 
ment of  newspaper  and  magazine  publishing. 

The  volume  of  reading  furnished  by  the 
newspapers  and  magazines  may  be  better  un- 
derstood by  a  comparison  with  some  well- 
known  books.  For  instance,  the  number  of 
words  in  Drummond's  "Ascent  of  Man  "  is 
about  104,828 ;  in  the  first  volume  of  Motley's 
•'Dutch  Republic"  173,700;  in  George  Mac- 
Donald's  "Seaboard  Parish"  194,064;  in 
"  Henry  Esmond"  196,650  ;  in  *'  Ben  Hur" 
223,600 ;  and  in  the  two  volumes  of  **  Mar- 
cella"  158,100. 
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The  Chicago  Tribufie  for  Sunday,  July  28, 
1895,  contained,  exclusive  of  advertisements, 
about  200,000  words  ;  for  Monday,  July  29, 
about  75,000  words.  The  Century  Magazine 
for  August  96,500  words;  Harper's  Monthly 
for  August  119,000  ;  and  Scridner*s  for  the 
same  month  68,000.  Thus  a  single  issue  of 
the  Century  Magazine  exceeds  in  volume 
Drummond's  "Ascent  of  Man,"  the  other 
magazines  falling  a  little  short  of  it.  Two 
issues  of  the  average  size  of  the  magazines,  or 
a  single  copy  of  the  Sunday  paper,  or  the 
daily  issues  for  three  week-days,  will  be  about 
equivalent  in  contents  to  the  average  of  the 
important  works  mentioned. 

In  making  such  a  comparison  I  am  well 
aware  that  no  one  person  probably  ever  read 
a  daily  paper  tlirough,  and  that  we  only  select 
the  comparatively  few  things  in  the  whole 
which  interest  us  ;  but,  after  making  all  allow- 
ances, the  figures  are,  I  think,  interesting  as 
indicating  the  immense  quantity  of  newspapers 
and  periodicals  which  are  produced  every 
year,  which  find  a  market  and  receive  atten- 
tion. The  figures  are  interesting  also  as  sug- 
gesting to  what  an  extent  such  a  volume  of 
reading-matter,  much  of  it  only  of  current  in- 
terest, and  soon  passing  out  of  sight  and  out 
of  existence,  may  displace  and  prevent  the 
reading  of  books.  Our  special  interest,  how- 
ever, is  in  magazines  and  newspapers  as  we 
have  them  in  our  libraries.  It  seems  clear 
that  the  newspapers  and  the  magazines  have 
a  definite  place  and  an  important  function  in 
our  libraries. 

Our  principal  concern  is  with  the  present. 
We  need  to  know  what  is  going  on  now.  In 
our  special  vocation  we  must  have  not  only 
the  body  of  knowledge,  which  has  been  ap- 
proved by  experience  and  gathered  into 
books,  but  we  must  also  have  the  latest  in- 
formation and  thought  upon  the  subject,  which 
we  can  find  only  in  the  journal.  Moreover 
our  interest  in  life  extends  far  beyond  our 
own  immediate  work,  and  we  would  know 
something  of  the  whole  range  of  human  ac- 
tivity. 

One  may  be  interested  in  electricity  and 
would  follow  its  progress.  He  can  only  know 
of  the  latest  discoveries  from  tlie  journals,  but 
he  cannot  read  these  intelligently  unless  he 
already  has  such  knowledge  of  the  whole  sub- 
iect  as  can  only  be  acquired  from  some  of  the 


standard  treatises,  and  so  we  need  both  books 
and  journals.  In  physics  we  may  have  learned 
some  time  since  from  the  journals  of  a  new 
classification,  which  is  given  only  in  the  latest 
text-books,  and  renders  all  of  the  older  ones 
obsolete.  We  will  find  the  latest  word  on 
theology  in  the  addresses  of  Prof  Fairbaim 
and  other  theologians  at  the  summer  school 
of  theology  held  at  Adelbert  college  last  month 
and  published  in  our  daily  papers,  but  we  will 
neither  understand  them  nor  care  for  them 
unless  we  are  well  read  in  theology. 

We  may  have  for  humanity's  sake  an  inter- 
est in  the  aflfairs  of  Armenia.  We  can  gather 
from  the  papers  what  is  happening  there  from 
week  to  week,  and  we  will  probably  find  the 
same  things  digested  and  written  up  more 
carefully  a  month  or  two  later  in  the  maga- 
zines. But  if  we  wish  to  understand  the 
Armenian  question  we  must  read  not  only  the 
history  of  Armenia  but  that  of  Turkey  and 
Russia,  and  indeed  of  all  Europe.  We  must 
know  the  relations  of  the  Asiatic  intruders  to 
civilized  and  semi-civilized  Europe,  the  vari- 
ous interests  of  the  Turk,  the  Muscovite  and 
the  western  powers  in  the  question. 

If  we  were  interested  a  few  years  ago  in  the 
expulsion  of  the  Jews  from  Russia,  we  followed 
the  course  of  events  in  the  daily  papers,  then 
in  the  magazines  and  finally  in  the  books  upon 
the  subject ;  but  to  understand  and  judge  it 
fairly  we  need  a  fuller  knowledge  of  the  con- 
ditions in  Russia  than  we  can  obtain  from  any 
of  these  sources — and  so  for  any  subject  on 
which  we  wish  to  be  well  informed,  we  need 
to  supplement  the  book  with  the  magazine  and 
paper.  Accepting  the  reading-room  with  its 
file  of  newspapers  and  magazines  and  the 
magazines  in  our  circulating  departments  as  a 
part  of  our  library  equipment,  it  is  worth  our 
while  to  study  them  that  we  may  select  them 
wisely  and  use  them  effectively.  To  do  this, 
we  must  know  them  as  we  do  our  books. 

In  selecting  books  on  any  controverted  sub- 
jects we  hardly  expect  to  find  in  most  instances 
a  mere  statement  of  facts,  but  also  an  advo- 
cacy of  particular  views,  and  in  order  to  esti- 
mate the  value  of  the  book  we  must  know  the 
author's  standpoint  and  the  weight  of  authority 
with  which  he  speaks.  This  is  true  in  religion, 
science,  and  sociology,  and  hardly  less  true  in 
history.  For  instance,  we  do  not  expect  to  find 
a  calm  and  judicial  statement  of  facts  in  Horace 
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Greeley's  history  of  the  civil  war,  written  as  it 
was  during:  the  heat  of  the  conflict.  What  is 
thus  apparent  in  current  history  is  almost 
equally  true  in  that  which  deals  with  events 
long  past,  and  in  which  we  might  expect  that 
the  accounts  were  all  in  and  the  records 
closed.  Take  as  an  illustration  Grecian  history. 
We  may  recognize  in  Mitford's  *'  Greece"  a 
plea  for  monarchy  and  a  denunciation  of  de- 
mocracy, prompted  by  the  horrors  of  the 
French  revolution  with  which  the  author  was 
contemporar>'.  On  the  other  hand  Grote*s 
history  is  an  earnest  advocacy  of  democratic 
institutions  and  intended  definitely  as  a  reply 
to  Mitford.  In  selecting  and  in  recommend- 
ing these  books,  we  should  know  this. 

Now  what  is  true  of  books  is  equally  true 
of  papers  and  magazines.  Each  one  of  any 
importance  has  a  character  and  a  standpoint 
definitely  its  own.  This  is,  of  course,  most 
apparent  in  its  treatment  of  political  questions. 
Knowing  the  paper,  one  could  predict  almost 
to  a  certainty  what  it  will  say  in  regard  to  any 
question  which  may  arise  involving  party  poli- 
tics. This  is  equally  true  in  regard  to  other 
questions,  but  not  always  so  apparent,  as  the 
lines  of  division  of  opinion  are  not  so  definitely 
drawn.  For  instance,  in  one  well-known  jounial 
we  may  always  expect  to  find  the  most  strictly 
scientific  and  unsympathetic  treatment  of  all 
social  questions,  as  those  involving  the  rela- 
tions of  capital  and  labor.  In  another  we  may 
expect  the  broadest  humanity  and  the  most 
sympathetic  treatment  of  the  same  questions. 
Instances  of  this  may  be  found  in  the  articles 
on  the  London  dock  strikes  a  few  years  ago 
and  on  the  later  strikes  in  this  countr>'.  From 
its  treatment  of  such  notable  cases  we  may 
discern  the  attitude  of  any  important  journal 
upon  similar  questions,  as  they  arise. 

The  character  of  a  paper  or  periodical  shows 
itself  in  other  ways.  One  paper  has  note- 
worthy editorials,  is  especially  careful  and  full 
in  its  financial  news,  pays  particular  attention 
to  book -reviews,  avoids  news  which  is  simply 
sensational,  is  clean  and  is  essentially  a  home 
paper.  Another  is  more  enterprising,  looks 
out  for  that  which  is  catchy  and  sensational, 
undertakes  investigations  and  reforms,  and  in 
this  way  has  accomplished  some  good  and 
gained  some  credit.  Another  paper,  one  of 
the  most  ably-edited  and  best  for  the  news  in 
the  country,  admirable  in  many  respects,  and 


of  great  value  for  its  book-reviews,  has  never- 
theless a  reputation  for  attacking  fiercely  and 
following  up  with  the  most  unrelenting  per- 
sistence all  men  and  measures  against  which 
it  arrays  itself. 

It  is  also  convenient  to  know  which  papers 
pay  attention  to  particular  topics.  For  exam- 
ple, a  paper  ranking  among  the  most  import- 
ant in  many  respects  is  especially  sought  after 
in  army  circles,  as  giving  the  army  and  navy 
news  more  fully  than  any  other.  Another 
gives  more  than  usual  space  to  music  and  art, 
and  another  to  the  interests  of  insurance. 

One  of  the  most  important  things  to  the 
library  is  to  know  which  papers  give  the  fullest 
and  most  reliable  book-reviews.  \  have  thus 
far  spoken  of  papers  of  a  general  scope.  Hut 
even  among  those  devoted  to  special  subjects, 
while  the  scope  of  the  journal  is  usually  indi- 
cated by  the  title,  it  is  hardly  less  important  to 
know  the  standpoint,  for  instance,  in  the  case 
on  papers  on  economics,  to  know  the  views 
advocated  as  to  money  or  the  tariff  question, 
in  order  to  use  them  intelligently. 

Each  important  magazine  has  its  own  scope 
and  character  quite  as  definitely  as  have  the 
papers.  One  keeps  on  the  even  tenor  of  its 
way  devoted  to  literature,  but  paying  atten- 
tion also  to  art  and  the  other  interests  of  life, 
never  by  any  chance  publishing  anything  which 
could  be  offensive  to  a  cultivated  taste,  and 
has  during  its  career  of  nearly  forty  years  in- 
troduced to  its  readers  more  prominent  Amer- 
ican writers  than  any  other  magazine.  Another, 
while  general  in  its  scope,  pays  special  atten- 
tion to  social  subjects  from  a  humanitari<in 
standpoint,  and  treats  religious  subjects  from 
the  standpoint  of  liberal  orthodoxy. 

Another  furnishes  a  forum  for  the  dispas- 
sionate treatment  of  social  or  moral  questions. 
Another  still  might  be  characterized  as  the 
organ  of  the  discontented,  the  amphitheater  in 
which  the  advocates  of  the  oppressed  and  in- 
jured may  fight  their  battles.  Possibly  by  its 
very  vehemence  and  exaggeration  it  may  fix 
attention  upon  existing  evils  and  bring  about 
reforms.  The  list  might  be  extended,  but 
this  suflices  to  show  the  sort  of  knowledge  in 
regard  to  periodicals  which  is  of  value  to  us  in 
making  recommendations  to  readers  and  in 
searching  for  information. 

A  brief  indication  of  the  scope  of  a  large 
number  of  magazines  is  given  in  the  introduc- 
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tion  to  the  Review  of  Reviews  annual  index, 
and  criticisms  and  discussions  may  be  found 
in  various  magazine  articles.  Any  plan  of 
co-operation  which  would  bring  together  and 
render  available  a  consensus  of  opinion  as 
to  the  value  of  the  various  important  mag- 
azines and  papers  in  the  library  would  be 
helpful. 

Each  library  will,  of  course,  bind  its  own 
local  papers  and  preserve  them  as  local  his- 
tory. An  index  of  important  local  events  kept 
to  date  is  a  matter  of  small  expense  and  g^eat 
convenience  in  searching  for  such  matters 
in  after  years,  when  the  dates  have  been  for- 
gotten. The  expense  of  binding  and  storing 
the  large  papers,  other  than  local,  prevents 
most  libraries  from  preserving  many  of  them, 
valuable  as  some  of  the  matter  contained  would 
be  for  future  reference.  This  has  also  rendered 
any  attempt  at  co-operation  in  indexing  them 
impractical  and  deprives  bibliographical  refer- 
ences to  book -reviews  contained  in  papers  of 
much  of  their  value.  Much  that  is  of  perma- 
nent interest  in  such  papers  as  are  not  bound 
may  be  preserved  in  scrap-books  each  devoted 
to  a  special  subject,  as  biography,  music,  educa- 
tion, libraries,  Christmas  and  other  holidays ; 
preferably  a  scrap-book  for  each  important 
holiday.  A  series  of  such  scrap-books,  grow- 
ing from  year  to  year,  forms  a  useful  addition 
to  many  of  our  libraries.  An  index  adds  to 
the  convenience  of  using  them,  but  closely 
specialized,  as  a  single  scrap-book  for  cut- 
tings in  regard  to  Christmas,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary. 

The  current  and  recent  numbers  of  the  mag- 
azines fill  an  important  place  in  our  libraries, 
which  lies  between  the  field  of  the  newspaper 
and  the  book.  I  have  already  defined  what  I 
belive  to  be  their  most  notable  function  ;  that 
is,  to  bring  important  subjects  close  to  date, 
giving  us  the  latest  information  and  thought 
upon  them  and  yet  according  them  a  more 
thorough  and  satisfactory  treatment  than  they 
usually  receive  in  the  newspapers.  After  the 
volumes  are  completed,  bound,  and  added  to 
the  series  on  the  shelf,  and  moreover  after  the 
supplemental  volume  of  Poole's  Index,  which 
contains  them,  is  issued,  they  at  once  form  a 
part  of  the  most  important  collection  of  books 
in  the  library. 

Too  high  an  estimate  can  hardly  be  placed  on 
the  index  by  Dr.  Poole  and  the  supplemental 


volumes  by  Mr.  Fletcher.  They  are  the  mas- 
ter-keys for  unlocking  vast  treasures  of  in- 
formation, and  have  rendered  of  great  value 
those  collections  which  were  before  nearly 
valueless  for  reference.  The  only  limit  to 
their  usefulness  is  that  they  do  not  give  us  the 
information  as  close  to  date  as  it  is  convenient 
to  have  it. 

The  greatest  need  now  is  an  index  which 
will  do  for  recent  magazines  what  the  Poole 
and  Fletcher  indexes  do  for  those  a  little  older. 
The  Review  of  Reviews^  as  we  all  know, 
furnishes  an  index  to  current  periodicals, 
which  is  of  value,  but  is  not  full  enough  to  be 
satisfactory.  The  August  number  indexes  1 12 
periodicals  in  288  entries  ;  or,  less  than  three 
entries  to  each  periodical.  Some  other  work 
of  the  same  sort  has  been  done,  but,  so  far 
as  I  know,  it  is  even  less  complete  than  the 
Review  of  Reinews. 

A  serious  drawback,  to  the  usefulness  of  all 
such  indexes  published  at  short  intervals,  is 
their  rapid  multiplication  and  the  consequent 
necessity  of  looking  in  an  increasing  number 
of  places  for  the  desired  information.  Some 
plan  which  would  furnish  libraries  with  an 
index  of  current  magazines  in  the  form  of 
printed  cards,  similar  to  the  book-cards  pub- 
lished by  the  Library  Bureau,  seems  to  be  a 
desirable  thing.  The  preparation  of  such  an 
index  involves  so  much  expense  as  to  place 
it  beyond  the  reach  of  any  except  the  wealth- 
iest libraries.  I  believe,  however,  that  by  the 
co-operation  of  a  sufficient  number  of  libraries 
the  expense  might  be  reduced  to  a  sum  which 
would  render  it  practicable.  Without  some 
such  help,  the  main  reliance  for  the  use  of  re-  ' 
cent  periodicals  must  still  be  upon  the  good 
memory  and  zealous  research  of  our  library 
assistants. 

It  often  happens  that  the  title  of  an  article 
tells  little  or  nothing  of  its  real  subject.  An 
article  published  in  an  English  review  during 
the  war  ostensibly  on  newspaper-reading  is 
really  a  passionate  defense  of  the  rights  of  the 
southern  states  to  the  independence  for  which 
they  were  fighting,  and  a  fierce  attack  on  the 
national  government  for  its  attempt  to  coerce 
them.  Such  instances,  in  which  the  title  of  an 
article  either  fails  to  give  any  information  as 
to  its  contents  or  conveys  an  entirely  mistaken 
idea,  are  of  frequent  occurrence. 

In  such  cases  a  brief  note  on  the  card  giving 
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correctly  the  subject  and  scope  would  be  of 
g^eat  value  and  even  when,  as  is  often  the 
case,  the  title  gives  clearly  the  subject  of  the 
article,  some  additional  information  as  to  its 
scope  and  point  of  view  of  the  writer  would 
aid  the  investigator. 

I  have  not  touched  upon  the  vexed  question 
of  the  advantages  or  disadvantages  of  news- 
paper-reading, about  which  so  much  is  being 
written.  My  only  purpose  has  been  a  brief 
consideration  of  newspapers  and  magazines  as 
we  have  them  in  our  libraries,  an  attempt  to 
define  their  place,  and  to  discuss  their  uses 
and  relations  to  the  books. 

The  periodical  cannot,  nor  should  it,  occupy 
so  large  a  place  in  the  library  as  it  does  in  the 
greater  world  of  readers  and  buyers  of  reading- 
matter.    It    nevertheless    has    an    important 


place  and  a  definite  use,  and  it  is  only  by  a 
clear  understanding  of  this,  it  is  only  by  keep- 
ing this  minor  division  of  our  library  in  its 
proper  proportion  and  relation  to  the  major  one, 
the  books,  and  by  developing  most  thoroughly 
the  resources  of  both,  that  we  can  make  our 
libraries  most  effective.  We  should,  on  the 
one  hand,  give  to  our  readers  that  latest  in- 
formation which  can  only  be  had  from  the 
periodicals,  and  on  the  other  that  broader 
g^asp  of  the  subject  which  can  only  come  from 
an  acquaintance  with  the  best  books.  Only 
by  this  clear  understanding  of  the  material  at 
our  command,  only  by  thus  developing  to  the 
fullest  the  resources,  can  we  make  our  libraries 
most  useful,  only  thus  can  we  round  out  their 
work  to  completeness. 


HOW    SHOULD    A    LIBRARIAN    READ? 


BY  DR.  GEORGE  E.  WIRE,    SUPT.   MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT,  THE  NEWBERRY 

LIBRARY,  CHICAGO. 


AXTE  have  been  engaged  for  several  years 
past  in  telling  how  other  people  should 
read,  what  they  should  read,  what  we  would 
like  to  have  them  read,  what  we  try  to  make 
them  read,  what  they  do  read,  and  various 
other  items  of  vicarious  reading.  Is  it  not 
about  time  we  investigated  ourselves  and  had 
an  experience  meeting  on  our  own  reading? 

I  have  been  invited  to  set  the  ball  rolling  by 
reading  a  paper  on  this  subject,  the  original  of 
which  I  delivered  before  the  Chicago  Library 
Club  early  in  this  year.  As  far  as  I  remember 
I  have  not  yet  seen  in  our  published  A.  L.  A. 
Papers  any  article  on  this  specific  subject ;  and 
in  using  the  word  librarian  I  use  it  in  the  sense 
of  any  one  connected  with  a  library  as  libra- 
rian, assistant,  cataloger,  or  classifier. 

We  all  know  the  popular  idea  about  a 
librarian,  that  he  has  nothing  to  do  but  read. 
I  am  frequently  asked  by  my  medical  and 
legal  friends,  "I  suppose  you  read  a  good 
deal?*'  *'I  suppose  you  have  much  time  for 
reading?"  They  are  much  surprised  when  I 
inform  them  that  I  do  no  reading  in  library 
hours,  in  the  sense  they  use  the  word ;  that 


that  is  not  what  I  am  there  for  and  that  I  have 
no  time  for  it. 

The  public  know  nothing  and  care  nothing 
about  the  technical  work  in  a  library.  They 
have  no  idea  of  the  amount  of  work  necessary 
to  get  the  books  into  shape  for  delivery  and  to 
keep  the  library  in  running  order.  They  ex- 
pect the  books  to  order  themselves,  transport 
themselves  to  the  library,  unpack  themselves 
and  climb  on  the  shelves  already  marked  for 
delivery.  Of  such  matters  as  collation  to  avoid 
duplicates,  checking  invoices,  accessioning, 
cataloging,  classifying,  shelf-listing  and  mark- 
ing, they  have  not  the  remotest  notion.  Many 
persons  apply  for  work  in  libraries  whose  only 
recommendation  is  that  "they  like  books,"  or, 
"are  fond  of  reading,"  or,  "are  of  a  literary 
turn  of  mind." 

Recurring  to  the  question  which  heads  this 
paper,  "How  should  a  librarian  read?"  I 
would  say  that  this  includes  also  several  other 
interrogatories  ;  when,  where,  what,  and  why, 
a  librarian  should  read?  First,  How  he 
should  read  ?  ( Herein  I  use  the  word  he,  as 
the  professor  used  the  word  man,  in  a  generic 
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sense  ;  everyone  knows  the  sisters  are  always 
included  and  are  always  first  in  mind. )  As  to 
the  mechanical  part  of  it,  he  will  scarcely  read 
as  does  the  schoolboy,  nor  will  he  read  with 
a  dictionary  always  at  his  elbow.  It  is  hoped 
he  has  at  least  a  high  school  education  and  so 
is  grounded  in  something  more  than  the  rudi- 
ments of  leaniing.  He  should  read  under- 
standingly,  having  knowledge  of  the  main 
facts  of  history,  science,  literature,  and  art. 

He  should  read  rapidly  as  possible  and  still 
keep  the  sense  of  his  reading.  It  is  not  too 
much  to  require  that  he  read  a  sentence  at  a 
glance,  and  that  his  knowledge  of  common 
words  be  so  good  as  to  enable  him  to  handle 
them  in  masses.  Especially  should  he  culti- 
vate the  habit  of  rapidly  scanning  title-pages, 
binder's  titles  and  backs  of  books,  entries  in 
printed  and  written  catalogs,  entries  in  shelf- 
lists,  etc. 

He  should  learn  to  grasp  a  title  at  once, 
and  accurately,  and  at  the  same  time  go 
through  a  course  of  reasoning  about  it  which 
should  soon  become  partly,  if  not  wholly, 
mechanical.  Too  much  stress  cannot  be  laid 
on  this  subject  of  rapid  reading ;  or,  more 
properly,  perhaps,  scanning.  It  is  purely  a 
professional  reading,  and  with  use  of  tables  of 
contents,  indexes,  and  judicious  skipping,  al- 
lows the  librarian  to  get  over  a  vast  amount  of 
ground  in  the  smallest  space  of  time. 

Of  course  he  can  not  read  with  pen  or  even 
pencil  in  hand,  as  does  the  scholar,  either  mark- 
ing the  book  or  taking  notes.  The  former  is  a 
vile  habit  that  no  one  should  be  guilty  of,  even 
with  his  own  books ;  still  more  should  he  be 
careful  with  library  books,  and  so  set  a  good 
example  to  the  public. 

The  next  two  questions.  When,  and  Where 
should  he  read  ?  may  be  grouped  together  for 
answer.  This  opens  up  the  much  discussed 
question  should  he  read  in  library  hours?  I 
have  already  touched  on  the  subject  from  the 
popular  point  of  view  ;  but  as  we  well  know 
that  is,  alas,  not  true.  In  many  European 
libraries  it  is  the  rule  for  the  librarian  to  read 
in  library  hours.  He  is  in  the  library  partly 
with  that  end  in  view  and  receives  small  wages 
in  consequence.  Libraries  of  this  class  are 
open  only  a  few  hours  a  day,  if  they  are  open 
so  often  as  once  a  day  ;  and  such  libraries,  as 
near  as  we  can  calculate,  are  largely  for  th^ 


benefit  of  the  librarian.    The  long  hours  of 
closure  are  in  his  favor  also. 

But  this  type  of  librarian  is  not  the  one  with 
which  we  are  familiar  in  this  country.  There 
are  a  few  libraries  here  where  he  may  be 
found,  but  only  a  few.  As  a  rule  the  hours  of 
service  are  supposed  to  be  occupied  in  library 
work,  using  that  term  in  a  more  or  less  re- 
stricted sense  according  to  the  atmosphere  of 
the  library.  It  would  hardly  be  in  order  for 
many  American  librarians  to  do  much  reading 
in  the  library  hours.  Yet  I  think  the  librarian 
should  be  justified  and  allowed,  if  not  ex- 
pected, to  spend  a  reasonable  amount  of  time 
in  acquainting  himself  with  the  resources  of 
his  library.  As  librarian  he  should  be  familiar 
with  the  criticisms  and  reviews  of  new  books, 
should  have  time  to  glance  over  publishers* 
lists  and  second-hand  catalogs,  and  should 
keep  informed  of  the  wants  and  needs  of  the 
library. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed  the  original 
reading  of  this  paper,  I  remember  one  librarian 
saying  he  wished  he  had  an  hour  a  day  to 
read  ;  but  so  many  things  had  to  be  done  that 
there  seemed  no  time  for  reading,  not  even 
the  reviews.  Now,  right  here  is,  I  think,  a 
source  of  danger  to  some  of  us.  We  have  so 
many  wheels  to  keep  going,  so  many  irons  in 
the  fire,  that  we  may  neglect  to  improve  our- 
selves. 

We  forget  that  all  the  routine  and  mech- 
anism of  the  library  is  only  a  means  to  an. 
end,  the  getting  of  the  reader  and  the  book 
together.  The  librarian  is  the  living  link  and 
is  the  only  really  indispensable  part  of  the 
machinery.  The  less  a  librarian  knows  the 
less  he  is  worth,  emphatically;  therefore,  we 
had  best  leave  out  a  few  wheels,  so  there 
will  not  be  so  much  machiner>'  to  tend,  and 
know  a  little  more  ourselves. 

The  catalogers  should  be  required  to  famil- 
iarize themselves  with  the  bibliography  in  the 
library  and  with  general  works  on  all  subjects. 
Too  often  the  cataloger  is  wofully  ignorant  of 
the  resources,  even  in  a  strictly  bibliographical 
line,  of  the  library  in  which  he  works.  Too 
often  he  labors  at  a  disadvantage  and  spends 
time  fruitlessly  where  knowledge  of  the 
authorities  would  help  him  materially  in  his 
work. 

The  reference  worker  should  be  expected 
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to  familiarize  himself  with  books  in  a  broad 
way ;  indeed  it  should  be  one  of  the  require- 
ments of  the  place,  that  he  possess  a  good 
working  knowledge  of  histor>',  literature,  the 
arts,  and  sciences.  There  is  no  place,  there 
should  be  no  place,  in  a  library  for  uneducated 
people,  they  are  not  to  be  considered  for 
even  what  is  purely  mechanical  work,  so 
called.  No  work  about  a  library  is  so 
mechanical  as  not  to  be  better  done,  and  with 
more  economy  to  the  library,  by  a  person  with 
at  least  a  high  school  education. 

The  librarian  should  be  enough  interested 
in  his  work  to  do  his  private  reading  outside 
library  hours ;  by  that  I  mean  his  reading  on 
standard  subjects  of  history,  literature,  art,  or 
the  sciences.  This  leads  naturally  to  the  next 
question.  What  a  librarian  should  read  ?  I  do 
not  think  a  librarian  should  waste  his  time  in 
vain  and  profitless  reading.  Aside  from  time 
for  social  duties  he  should  reserve  for  reading 
at  least  an  hour  a  day.  This  time  should  be 
spent  in  a  systematic  manner,  pursuing  a 
definite  scheme ;  I  do  not  say  a  course  of  read- 
ing. He  should  aim  to  keep  in  touch  with  his 
constituency,  and  in  this  day  and  age  the 
burning  questions  of  the  hour,  the  economic 
and  social  topics,  should  be  given  much  prom- 
inence. 

The  library  has  a  most  important  and  most 
sacred  duty  to  perform  in  these  days  of  unrest 
and  of  upheaval,  that  of  providing  good, 
wholesome  literature  for  the  masses.  Par- 
ticularly should  the  librarian  aim  to  keep 
ahead,  not  merely  abreast,  of  the  times  on 
these  economic  topics.  He  should  anticipate 
the  wants  of  his  readers,  whenever  possible, 
in  all  these  lines.  He  should  read  whatever 
is  helpful  to  himself,  especially  on  subjects 
with  which  he  is  not  familiar,  for  it  is  on  just 
such  subjects  he  is  liable  to  be  interrogated 
some  day.  In  many  communities  he  ranks 
with  the  minister,  and  the  teacher,  as  a  dissem- 
inator of  ideas,  and  he  should  be  ever  on  the 
lookout  for  all  that  will  aid  him  in  his  work. 

This  brings  me  to  the  last  division  of  my  sub- 
ject—  Why  he  should  read  ?  First,  he  should 
read  to  improve  his  own  mind,  for  no  one  is 
so  learned  that  he  cannot  learn  more.  The 
librarian  is  the  sole  surviving  representative  of 
the  class  of  scholars  so  common  up  to  the  be- 
ginning  of  this    century,  the   scholars  who 


knew  everything.  Time  was  when  a  man  by 
diligent  study  and  proper  use  of  his  time  could 
boast  that  he  knew  all  knowledge.  This  was 
possible,  simply  because  there  was  not  so  much 
to  know  as  there  now  is.  The  development 
of  any  one  of  the  natural  and  physical  sciences 
in  this  century  is  now  beyond  the  knowledge, 
the  minute  scientific  knowledge,  of  any  one 
man. 

But  the  librarian  is  expected  to  know  some- 
thing of  every  thing,  and  a  good  deal  in  most 
cases.  He  has  at  his  disposal  the  means  of 
acquainting  himself,  more  or  less  thoroughly, 
with  the  progress  of  the  world.  All  the  latest 
discoveries  in  science,  all  the  latest  theories 
in  art,  all  new  works  in  literature,  aii  that  is 
new,  comes  sooner  or  later  to  the  eye  of  the 
librarian.  Carlyle  has  truly  said,  in  effect,  that 
a  true  university  is  one  of  books,  and  library 
work  should  be  but  a  synonym  for  a  libera] 
education.  A  library  is  certainly  the  place 
where  much  can  be  learned,  in  fact  more  can 
be  learned  than  in  any  one  school.  The 
wisest  and  best  of  our  modern  schools  are 
using  the  seminar  method  of  teaching  wher- 
ever the  nature  of  the  subject  allows  it.  This 
requires  a  working  library  at  the  disposal  of 
the  student,  and  also  requires  the  student 
to  work  this  library  as  he  would  a  precious 
mine. 

The  librarian  has  an  opportunity  to  improve 
himself  quite  as  much  as  the  special  student. 
I  know  of  two  librarians  who  have  each  ac- 
quired a  good  working  knowledge  of  foreign 
languages  by  individual  effort.  One  of  them 
resolved  to  read  fiction  only  in  French  and 
German,  and  thereby  acquired,  as  I  have  said, 
a  good  working  knowledge  of  those  lan- 
guages. The  other  took  them  up  with  gram- 
mar and  dictionary  and  easy  authors,  as  even- 
ing work,  and  attained  the  same  end.  Many 
of  us  may  not  have  the  advantages  of  a  col- 
lege education,  but  we  have  the  advantage  of 
our  own  libraries  and  of  knowing  books  as  no 
college  student  knows  them.  By  devoting  a 
small  amount  of  our  outside  time  to  systematic 
study  and  keeping  it  up  we  can  at  least  supply 
many,  if  not  all,  of  the  deficiencies. 

In  the  second  place,  he  should  read  in  order 
to  help  other  people.  He  should  be  of  a  help- 
ful, unselfish,  disposition.  We  have  no  use 
for  the  reading  librarian  in  this  country,  and 
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happily,  as  has  been  said,  we  have  few  of 
them.  Me  should  not  read  solely  those  topics 
in  which  he  is  interested  but,  as  before  noted, 
should  interest  himself  in  all  topics  in  order 
that  he  neglect  no  useful  thing.  As  guide  and 
pathfinder  he  must  be  content  to  show  the 
way  and  point  out  the  rich  fields  for  those  who 
follow.  It  should  be  his  pleasure  to  do  this  ; 
not  as  a  duty  to  be  discharged,  not  as  an  irk- 
some task,  but  as  finding  it  a  genuine  joy  to 
help  people. 


It  is  so  with  the  librarian,  as  a  class,  for  he 
has  rightfully  earned  an  enviable  reputation  for 
unselfish  devotion  to  the  people.  The  end  and 
outcome  of  all  the  careful  planning  and  work, 
of  all  the  tedious  mass  of  detail,  should  be  to 
help  people  to  read.  As  an  animated  aid  and 
guide  to  readers  his  mission  is  one  of  the 
highest ;  and  as  such  we  leave  him,  having 
tried  to  show  briefly,  how  a  librarian  should 
read. 


HELPING    INQUIRERS. 


BY  GEORGE  T.  LITTLE,  A.  M.,  LIBRARIAN,  BOWDOIN  COLLEGE,  BRUNSWICK,  ME. 


nPHE  object  of  this  paper  is  to  set  forth  briefly 
the  two  principles  that  underlie  successful 
work  in  aiding  inquirers  in  our  public  libra- 
ries. Let  no  one  smile  at  their  simplicity  or  ob- 
viousness. There  is  no  royal  road  to  excellence 
in  the  so-called  reference  work.  The  assistant 
or  the  librarian  who  stands  at  the  information 
desk,  must  have,  first,  the  ability  to  gain  a 
clear  comprehension  of  the  inquirer's  need ; 
and  second,  such  a  knowledge  of  his  library  as 
will  enable  him  to  use  its  resources,  or  to  pre- 
sent tliem  for  use,  with  reasonable  readiness. 

I.  Understanding  the  Inquirer.  Difliculty 
often  arises  here  in  two  ways  :  from  haziness  in 
the  mind  of  the  inquirer,  and  from  misleading 
requests  on  his  part.  For  example,  a  middle- 
aged  man  of  common  school  education  hears 
his  pastor  repeatedly  allude  to  the  influence  of 
the  doctrine  of  evolution  on  the  thought  of 
the  age.  Finding  one  day  that  some  one  else 
has  the  novel  he  came  for,  he  is  moved  to  read 
up  evolution,  and  wisely  betakes  himself  to 
you  for  aid.  Now  his  need  for  something  that 
will  at  once  interest  and  instruct  him  is  real 
enough,  but  his  request  for  "  a  good  book  on 
evolution"  partakes  of  the  vagueness  of  his 
knowledge  of  that  theory. 

By  adroit  questioning  as  to  his  previous  read- 
ing and  studies,  you  must  ascertain  whether 
his  mental  training  will  admit  of  his  perusing 
profitably  a  brief  statement  of  the  theory,  like 
Clodd's  Primer  of  Evolution ;  whether  his 
taste  for  natural  science  is  strong  enough  to 
warrant  you  in  handing  him  one  of  Mr.  Dar- 
win'*; own  works  ;  whether  his  interest  in  the 
bible  makes  the  discussion  of  the  interpreta- 


tion of  Genesis,  the  best  avenue  to  this  subject ; 
or  whether,  as  is  so  often  the  case,  both  the 
habits  of  reading  and  the  desire  for  knowledge 
are  of  that  sort  best  satisfied  with  an  article  in 
one  of  the  popular  magazines.  If  you  attempt 
to  answer  his  request  without  making  it  clearer, 
you  may  be  sure  his  course  of  reading  on 
evolution  will  come  to  an  untimely  end. 

More  exasperating,  though  not  so  difficult  to 
prescribe  for,  is  the  inquirer  who  knows  his 
need,  but  misleads  you  in  stating  it.  He 
wishes  the  text  of  the  Latin  verses  that  Mary, 
Queen  of  Scots,  is  said  to  have  written  in  her 
captivity,  and  he  asks  for  the  most  extended 
history  of  England  ;  or,  he  wants  the  name  of 
an  island  in  the  Pacific  that  is  spelled  with 
eleven  letters,  and  he  calls  for  your  most 
comprehensive  work  on  geography. 

A  librarian  of  tact  can  generally  find  oppor- 
tunity to  ask  the  special  purpose  for  which 
any  extended  work  is  desired,  especially  if  it 
is  not  alphabetically  arranged  or  well  indexed, 
and  thus  succeed  in  rendering  the  needed 
assistance.  Diffident,  as  well  as  conceited, 
seekers  after  knowledge  often  waste  hours  by 
not  divulging  the  exact  object  of  their  search, 
though  they  are  ready  to  request  aid  and  have 
no  cause  to  be  ashamed  of  their  investigation. 

When  the  inquirer  knows  what  he  wants 
and  asks  for  it  with  ordinary  clearness,  it  does 
not  necessarily  follow  that  his  need  will  be 
comprehended  at  once.  The  English  lan- 
guage can  conceal  thought  as  well  as  express 
it.  The  librarian  must  be  cordial  enough  to 
lead  the  inquirer  to  speak  freely  and  fully. 
He  must  have  enough  of  intellectual  sympathy 
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to  understand  the  words  in  the  sense  they  are 
spoken.  Such  adjectives  as  "short,"  "long," 
* '  scholarly, "  "  popular, "  "  standard, '  *  when 
applied  to  books  vary  in  their  force  with  the 
speaker. 

Above  all  he  must  strive  not  to  consciously 
assume  the  position  of  mental  superiority.  If 
he  does,  he  places  a  hindrance  in  the  way  of 
his  giving  real  assistance  that  may  become  at 
any  moment  an  impassable  barrier.  In  a 
word,  the  mental  dexterity  of  a  lawyer,  the 
manners  of  a  diplomat,  and  the  patience  of  a 
saint  are  qualities  the  librarian  must  cultivate, 
if  he  would  clearly  comprehend  the  inquiries 
put  to  him. 

II.  Mastery  of  the  Library.  A  few  libra- 
rians meet  the  popular  ideal  and  are  walking 
encyclopedias.  Most,  however,  know  only 
because  they  know  where  to  find  the  facts.  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  the  librarian's  servicea- 
bleness  to  inquirers  varies  with  his  familiarity 
with  the  scope  and  character  of  the  books  tliat 
make  up  his  collection.  In  particular,  he 
should  aim  to  have  the  acquainUmce  of  an  ex- 
pert:  (i)  with  reference  books,  (2)  with  the 
classification  of  the  library,  (3)  with  recent 
bibliographies. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  questions  asked 
a  librarian  can  be  answered  from  books  of 
reference,  if  of  recent  issue.  Much  of  this  in- 
formation, however,  is  not  available  to  the 
ordinary  inquirer,  because  he  does  not  know 
the  work  to  which  he  should  turn,  or  does  not 
understand  how  to  use  it.  The  efficient  helper 
is  one  who  can  do  both.  He  has  familiar- 
ized himself  not  only  with  the  character  and 
scope,  but  also  with  the  idiosyncrasies  of 
the  common  cyclopedias  and  dictionaries. 
For  instance,  the  peculiar  genealogical 
grouping  in  Appleton's  Cyclopedia  of  Ameri- 
can Biography  will  not  prevent  his  discovering 
the  notice  of  Gerrit  Smith,  the  philanthropist, 
in  the  paragraph  headed  Peter  Smith.  He 
will  know  or  notice  that  the  full  list  of  abbre- 
viations in  the  appendix  of  the  Standard 
Dictionary  is  supplemented  by  another  of 
academic  degrees  under  the  word  degree  in 
the  body  of  the  work. 

Of  far  greater  moment,  however,  is  the  wide- 
ness  of  the  range  of  books,  which  the  skilled 
librarian  uses  as  tools.  He  strives  to  reinforce 
the  usual  group  of  reference  books  with  an 
array  of  authoritative  works  relating  to  the 


various  departments  of  knowledge.  His  con- 
stant aim  is  to  hear  of  some  trustworthy  book 
to  fill  a  weak  point  in  the  circle  of  things  to 
be  asked  about. 

This  conscious  endeavor  to  collect  a  series  of 
books  that  will  enable  him  to  find  something 
about  everything,  is  naturally  attended  by  a 
thorough  acquaintance  with  the  particular  clas- 
sification adopted  in  his  own  library.  Fortu- 
nate the  librarian  who  has  himself  classified  a 
large  part  of  the  books  under  his  care  ;  even 
more  fortunate  the  one  who  has  so  studied 
Encyclopedia  —  as  defined  by  Dr.  E.  C.  Rich- 
ardson at  the  Lake  George  Conference  —  that 
his  own  conception  of  the  relations  of  things 
will  supplement  any  deficiencies  of  the  partic- 
ular system  in  use  in  his  library. 

For  the  librarian  must  not,  like  the  reader, 
be  dependent  merely  upon  the  index  to  the 
classification.  He  must  so  understand  the 
shading  of  one  subject  into  another  as  to  have 
at  command  mental  cross-references  that  never 
materialize  in  an  index,  or  would  appear  there 
only  to  mislead.  He  must  not,  for  instance,  be 
dismayed,  on  having  a  request  for  literary  mat- 
ter on  "thoroughness,"  to  find  that  neither  essay 
nor  classification  index  is  apparently  of  service. 

"To  choose  time  is  to  save  time."  The 
reference  librarian  must  not  only  choose  time 
by  anticipating  and  preparing  for  inquiries 
upon  subjects  that  will  probably  command 
public  attention,  but  by  collecting,  arranging 
and  annotating  bibliographies.  By  biblio- 
graphies, 1  do  not  refer  so  much  to  the  more 
pretentious  works  of  this  sort,  invaluable  to 
the  special  investigator  and  the  cataloger,  as 
to  the  more  informal  and  helpful  notes  and 
essays  which  fortunately  are  becoming  of  fre- 
quent appearance  in  library  bulletins  and  liter- 
ary newspapers,  and  which  find  both  a  model 
and  an  illustration  in  Mr.  W.  E.  Foster's  Ref- 
erence Lists.  The  librarian  is  not  only  to  be 
on  tlie  lookout  for  these,  he  must  preserve 
them  (or  references  to  them)  in  such  a  way 
as  to  be  of  immediate  service. 

It  is  quite  possible  for  a  person  of  ordinary 
memory  and  ability,  by  careful  study  of  refer- 
ence books,  by  familiarity  with  the  arrange- 
ment of  his  library,  and  by  attention  to  the 
aids  which  his  fellow  librarians  have  put  in 
print,  to  gain  that  "respectable  amount  of 
information  about  a  great  many  things"  essen- 
tal  to  work  at  the  information  desk. 
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CATALOGING    IN    THE    FUTURE. 


BY  EMILY  ISABEL  WADE,  SAN   FRANCISCO   FREE  PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 


C INCE  it  is  by  means  of  the  catalogue  that  the 
books  in  a  library  are  expected  to  accom- 
plish the  purpose  for  which  they  were  created, 
it  naturally  follows  that  the  catalogue  should 
be  so  presented  that  it  will  be  within  the  reach, 
both  literally  and  figuratively,  of  all  who  care 
to  use  it.  In  these  days  of  trained  assistants 
much  more  attention  is  given  to  the  proper 
classification  of  the  library  ;  to  looking  into 
the  future  for  the  lines  along  which  it  is  likely 
to  develop  ;  and  in  fixing  upon  that  system  or 
combination  of  systems  most  likely  to  meet 
the  requirements.  With  the  help  of  such  sug- 
gestive guides  as  the  Dewey  Decimal  System, 
the  Cutter,  Harvard,  or  Berkeley  classifica- 
tions, the  decision  ought  to  be  a  comparatively 
easy  matter. 

But  when  these  preliminaries  are  settled,  the 
vexing  question  is,  in  what  form  and  through 
what  medium  shall  the  catalogue  be  pre- 
sented ?  Where  the  public  is  excluded  from 
the  shelves  and  the  time  of  the  librarians  is 
fully  taken  up  with  the  giving  out  and  receiv- 
ing of  books,  some  guide  to  the  contents  of 
the  library  must  be  furnished  or  the  whole 
collection  is  virtually  lost.  Shall  it  be  that 
much  abused  old  standby,  the  card  catalogue, 
or  is  that  to  give  place  to  those  later  con- 
trivances the  Leyden  and  Sacconi  binders,  or 
the  Rudolph  appliances  ? 

They  are  all  modifications  of  the  card  cata- 
logue and,  though  going  beyond  it  in  many 
ways,  still  share  in  its  disadvantages.  The 
binders,  by  their  convenient  size  for  handling 
and  the  ease  with  which  additions  may  be  made, 
possess  an  advantage  which  is  overbalanced 
by  the  rapidity  with  which  they  accumulate 
and  the  space,  available  for  other  matter,  oc- 
cupied by  them.  Like  the  card  catalogue, 
too,  because  of  direct  contact  with  the  hands 
of  a  not  too  clean  public,  they  are  liable  to  be- 
come gradually  unfit  to  be  used  at  all,  and 
must  be  replaced  by  new  ones.  That  is  one 
of  the  serious  drawbacks  to  the  card  catalogue 
and,  with  every  possible  precaution,  each  re- 
copying  is  a  fruitful  source  of  errors. 

Therein  the  Rudolph  Indexer  has  the  ad- 


vantage, because,  its  insertions  being  under 
glass,  when  once  the  work  is  in  position  there 
is  little  necessity  for  its  being  recopied.  An- 
other point  in  its  favor  is  the  convenient  height 
of  the  case.  Having  six  pages  spread  at  one 
time  before  you,  by  the  small  exertion  of  turning 
a  crank,  economizes  the  time  and  consequently 
much  of  the  nerve  power  of  the  searcher. 

On  the  other  hand,  great  care  is  necessary  in 
placing  the  insertions,  particularly  the  author 
entries,  in  position.  Since  the  author's  name 
usually  appears  on  a  line  by  itself,  with  his 
works  indented  below  it,  there  is  always  the 
possibility  of  shifting  the  responsibility  of  a 
book  upon  some  one  holding  diametrically 
opposite  views.  This  difficulty  may  be  over- 
come to  a  considerable  extent,  either  by 
making  notes  upon  the  back  of  each  slip  or, 
better  still,  by  marking  the  author's  initials  in 
red  ink  at  the  left  hand  side  of  each  entry.  As 
the  White  Knight  would  say,  "this  is  an  in- 
vention of  my  own,"  which  has  proved  very 
satisfactory.  In  cases  where  one  person  has 
written  some  books,  and  translated,  edited, 
or  compiled  others,  these  distinctions  may  be 
preserved  by  placing  a  tiny  figure  i  under  the 
initial  of  his  surname  for  each  translation,  a  2 
for  the  edited  works,  a  3  for  each  compilation, 
and  so  on.  Of  course  the  danger  of  misplace- 
ment is  serious  only  in  the  case  of  writers 
whose  works  are  not  very  well  known,  but  it  is 
annoying  at  any  time,  and  emphasizes  the  ne- 
cessity of  employing  only  skilled  labor. 

Another  rock  to  be  avoided  is  that  of  filling 
the  Indexer  too  full.  If  its  capacity  be  ex- 
ceeded so  that  the  chain  of  leaf-holders  ap- 
proaches the  sides  of  the  case  within  less  than 
about  six  inches,  it  is  likely  to  result  in  a  pied 
heap  on  the  bottom  of  the  box.  The  same 
result  may  be  expected  if  the  two  drums,  over 
which  the  chain  must  ride,  be  not  so  nicely  ad- 
justed as  to  stand  exactly  parallel.  Since  ac- 
cidents of  this  kind  are  liable  to  happen  in  the 
best  regulated  libraries,  it  is  well  to  render 
them  as  harmless  as  possible  by  covering  the 
floor  of  the  Indexer  with  clean  paper,  or  a 
blotter,  to  absorb  any  stray  oil  that  may  have 
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dripped  from  the  mechanical  portions.  But, 
allowing  for  all  these  shortcomings,  it  is  the 
most  satisfactory  contrivance  that  has  been 
produced  thus  far.  It  is  more  convenient  to 
use,  renders  the  search  quicker  and  more  sat- 
isfactory, and  may  be  made  a  thoroughly  re- 
liable copy  for  the  printer,  in  case  a  printed 
catalogue  be  desired. 

Now  as  all  these  appliances,  the  Leyden 
and  Sacconi  binders,  and  the  Rudolph  con- 
trivances, serve  merely  for  use  in  the  library  it 
would  seem  as  though  some  sort  of  a  printed 
list  is  needed ;  especially  in  those  libraries 
where  the  attendance  is  so  large  as  to  make 
waiting  for  a  turn  at  the  catalogue  tedious. 
With  but  the  one  list  for  every  one,  unless 
the  reader  has  a  clear  idea  of  what  particular 
book  he  wishes  to  read,  the  possibility  of 
making  a  satisfactory  selection  with  the  con- 
sciousness of  limited  time  is  not  very  favor- 
able. Printed  lists  of  interesting  courses  of 
reading,  and  periodical  bulletins  of  the  new 
accessions,  help  to  remove  the  strain  from 
the  official  catalogue. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  bulletins  increase  the 
circulation  of  the  particular  books  they  contain 
to  the  exclusion  of  other  works,  equally  inter- 
esting and  well-written,  which  have  appeared 
only  in  the  official  catalogue.  This  goes  to 
prove  that  printed  lists  are  an  advantage,  but 
with  a  limit  of  usefulness  soon  reached.  Their 
rapidly  increasing  alphabets,  by  exhausting 
the  patience  of  the  long-suffering  public,  force 
the  conviction  that  something  more  compre- 
hensive is  needed,  and  the  printed  catalogue 
suggests  itself  as  a  natural  consequence. 

At  the  Lake  Placid  meeting  of  the  Association 
a  question  respecting  the  cost,  preparation, 
and  mechanical  execution  of  printed  cata- 
logues was  left  in  the  question-box  unan- 
swered, and  has  been  given  to  me  to  work  out. 

In  tr>'ing  to  form  an  estimate,  so  many 
var>'ing  circumstances  must  be  taken  into 
consideration  that  the  conclusion  will  at  best 
hardly  furnish  a  reliable  working  basis.  The 
preparation  of  the  work  from  the  very  begin- 
ning makes  comparison  difficult,  since  some 
catalogers  work  more  quickly  and  reliably, 
accomplishing  more  in  a  given  time,  tlian  do 
others  who  receive  the  same  compensation. 
The  weight  of  the  paper  used,  and  the  styles 
of  type,  are  important  factors  in  the  cost.  The 
entries  for  the  catalogue  vary  in  lengtli  in  dif- 


ferent libraries,  from  the  shortest  possible  title 
to  the  longest  bibliographical  style.  Even  the 
manner  of  preparing  the  copy  for  the  printer 
has  its  variety,  since  some  prepare  a  man- 
uscript regularly,  while  others,  more  econom- 
ically inclined,  have  the  printing  done  from 
the  catalogue  cards  directly.  In  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  page,  double  columns  will  be 
found  rather  more  economical  than  a  single 
one  of  wide  measure. 

Attempting  to  pass  over  these  difficulties, 
two  finding-lists  have  been  selected,  having 
enough  points  in  common  to  render  a  com- 
parison possible.  Both  are  octavo  volumes, 
printed  upon  manilla  paper,  with  short  titles. 
One,  the  Scranton  Public  Library'  Finding-List 
No.  I,  lists  about  12,000  volumes  upon  205 
pages  at  {2.58  per  page  ;  or,  about  4  cents  per 
volume.  The  11,000  volumes  shown  in  the 
Finding-List  of  the  Salem  Public  Library  fill  2 18 
pages  at  a  cost  of  I2.58  per  page  ;  or,  about  5 
cents  per  volume. 

The  catalogue  of  English  Prose  Fiction  of 
the  Manchester  (N.  H.)  City  Library,  printed 
rather  more  elaborately  upon  heavy  white 
paper,  brings  up  the  cost  per  volume  to  about 
6  cents. 

These  were  all  printed  by  the  ordinary- 
method  of  composition,  and  so,  perhaps,  it 
might  be  interesting  to  compare  with  them 
data  of  work  done  on  the  linotype.  The  fol- 
lowing is  an  estimate  offered  by  the  Frieden- 
wald  Company  of  Baltimore  on  a  Fiction 
Finding-List,  on  manilla  paper,  for  the  Pratt 
Institute.  All  prices  given  include  sewed 
binding,  muslin  back,  and  manilla  board 
cover,  so  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  the  two 
editions  will  probably  represent  the  cost  of 
composition. 

EDITION    OF    ONE    THOUSAND    COPIES. 

For  bUick-f.iccd  head-entries  and  call-numbers  : 

1.  Brevier  pages,  first  cd.,  53-75;   later  ed..  $2.25. 

2.  Nonpareil  pages,  first  cd.,  56.00;  later  ed,,  53  40- 

Head-entries  and  call-numbers  in  regular-faced  type: 

1.  Brevier  pages,  first  cd.,  $2.70;   later  ed..  5i-75- 

2.  Nonpareil  pages,  first  ed.,  54.24 ;  later  ed.,  $2.50. 

EDITION    OK    FIVE    HUNDRED    COPIES. 

Black-faced  head-entries  and  call-numbers  : 

1.  Brevier  pages,  first  ed.,  53-45:  l«'iter  ed.,  51.95. 

2.  Nonpareil  pages,  first  ed.,  5570;  later  ed.,53-io. 
Head-entries  and  call-numbers  in  regular-faced  type: 

1.  Brevier  pages,  first  ed.,52.40;    later  ed.,  5145. 

2.  Nonpareil  pages,  first  ed.,  53-94  "•  I'^ter  ed..  5220. 

The  type-bars  properly  indexed  are  kept  in  the 
vaults  of  the  Friedeuwald  Co. 
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Miss  Plummer  says  further,  that  the  prices 
quoted  for  subsequent  editions  are  based  upon 
a  lapse  of  two  years.  Beyond  that  time  they 
would  charge  about  ten  per  cent,  additional 
on  the  price  already  quoted  for  later  editions. 
The  great  difference  in  the  cost  between  the 
black-faced  and  the  regular-faced  type  is 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  black-faced 
matrices  must  be  inserted  by  hand,  which  takes 
about  three  times  as  long. 

Another  case  is  that  quoted  from  the  article 
by  Mr.  Richardson  of  Princeton  College 
Library,  in  the  Symposium  on  Linotyping 
Library  Catalogs  printed  in  the  Library  Journal 
of  August,  1894.  "In  June,  1893,  a  special 
collection  of  books  on  political  science  having 
been  given  to  the  library,  a  linotype  finding- 
list  was  made  of  this  department  (44  pp.). 
Two  later  single  editions  have  been  made  of 
the  body  of  this  {36  pp. ),  with  additional  lines. 
The  third  edition  cost  altogether  about  J3 
against  the  nearly  |ioo  which  it  would  have 
cost  new  set  in  type.  It  is  not  typographically 
good,  but  it  indicates  unmistakably  that  the 
system  is  practicable."  The  generally  accep- 
ted conclusion  of  the  Symposium  seems  to  be 
that  the  linotype  can  be  used  to  advantage. 

The  life  of  the  type  is  supposed  to  be  about 
20  editions,  or  a  maximum  of  50,000  impres- 
sions, although  it  is  stated  that  the  Linotype 
Reporting  and  Printing  Co.  of  32  Park  Row, 
New  York,  has  patented  a  process  of  copper- 
facing  which  will  last  a  century.  The  expense 
of  printing  successive  editions  will  amount  to 
little  more  than  the  cost  of  the  new  material 
added  to  the  interest  on  the  standing  metal. 
The  ordinary  metal  costs  from  8J  to  9J  cents 
per  pound,  or  less;  and  for  a  catalogue  of 
from  1,000  to  1,200  pages,  about  7  tons  would 
be  required,  according  to  the  estimate  given 
by  Mr.  Nathan  Billstein,  of  the  Friedenwald  Co. 

It  has  been  urged  that  since  the  machine 
casts  but  one  line  at  a  time,  the  parts  of  a 
title  composed  of  several  lines  are  liable  to 
become  separated.  But  the  size  and  shape  of 
the  line  is  such  that  it  would  seem  simple 
enough  to  clamp  together  those  which  form 
one  entry  and  arrange  them  in  cases  like  a 
card  catalogue. 

This  possibility  of  storing  the  type-bars  Ls 
interesting  in  its  bearing  upon  the  much- 
discussed  idea  of  centralization  in  cataloging. 
Unless  too  much  is  claimed  for  it  in  theory 


which  practice  will  not  bear  out,  the  linotype 
furnishes  the  most  economical  solution  to  the 
problem.  For  example,  an  enterprising  book- 
publisher  invests  in  several  machines  and 
establishes  a  bureau  superintended  by  a  com- 
petent cataloger  whose  duty  it  is  to  have 
entries  for  all  books  cast  upon  the  linotype 
and  filed  away  in  order.  The  bars  are  then 
stored  away  for  future  use. 

Generally  speaking,  all  libraries  are  com- 
posed of  very  much  the  same  works.  Now, 
if  a  certain  number  of  institutions  can  meet 
together  and  decide  upon  some,  classification, 
which,  like  the  Cutter  system,  admits  of  iden- 
tical call-numbers,  periodical  invoices  of 
books  can  be  obtained  from  the  Central  Bureau 
and  furnished  with  the  required  numbers  of 
reliable  slips  ready  to  be  inserted  in  the  cat- 
alogue. Books  in  the  library  before  the 
organization  of  the  company  may  be  listed  in 
the  library  or  indicated  upon  check-lists  furn- 
ished by  the  bureau,  and  all  necessary  entries 
supplied  from  them.  At  such  time  as  a  printed 
catalogue  may  seem  necessary,  it  may  be  ob- 
tained in  the  same  way. 

This  would  of  course  prove  most  satisfactory 
in  the  case  of  small  libraries  of  from  5,000  to 
10,000  volumes.  Larger  libraries  do  not  take 
kindly  to  co-operative  cataloging  except  in  the 
use  of  the  indispensable  Poole's  and  A.  L.  A. 
Indexes.  These  larger  libraries,  if  they  can 
afford  the  outlay  necessary  to  purchase  a  lino- 
type of  their  own,  will  be  more  independent. 

Works  will  be  cataloged  from  the  books 
directly,  and  from  the  bars  once  cast  periodical 
bulletins  will  be  printed  and  the  type-entries 
filed  away  in  some  systematic  arrangement. 
These  bulletins  will  be  distributed  among  the 
patrons  of  the  library  besides  being  mounted 
upon  cardboard  and  inserted  in  the  Rudolph 
Indexer.  As  soon  as  it  seems  desirable  to 
publish  a  catalogue  of  the  entire  contents,  it 
will  be  printed  from  the  standing  type-bars. 
In  order  to  economize  as  much  as  possible, 
the  Indexers  will  be  cleared  as  soon  as  the 
catalogue  is  issued,  and  then  used  merely  to 
hold  supplementary  lists  between  the  succes- 
sive editions  of  comprehensive  catalogues, 
while  the  lines  of  type  form  the  real  official 
catalogue. 

From  this,  through  the  ease  with  which  the 
bars  may  be  taken  out  and  arranged  in  differ- 
ent combinations,  convenient  lists  of  books  on 
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current  questions  will  be  issued  from  time  to 
time.  Catalogues  of  fiction,  philosophy  and 
religion,  history  and  biography,  literature,  or 
whatever  subject  seems  most  likely  to  promote 
the  best  interests  of  the  library,  may  be  pub- 
lished when  the  time  seems  ripe.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  these  lists  be  elaborate  tri- 
umphs of  bibliographical  skill.    A  guide  which 


brings  the  contents  of  the  library  before  the 
busy  public  in  the  simplest,  most  easily  com- 
prehended manner,  is  the  best  for  all  practical 
purposes.  And  the  linot>'pe  with  its  wonder- 
ful possibilities  holds  out  the  hope  that  such 
lists  will  not  in  the  future  continue  to  be  the 
almost  unattainable  luxury  which  they  are  at 
present. 


CATALOGING    IN    THE    FUTURE. 


BY  GEORGE  WATSON   COLE,  LIBRARIAN,  JERSEY   CITY   FREE   PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 


AITHEN  arranging  for  the  program  of  the 
Denver  Conference  the  president  asked 
me  to  prepare  a  paper  on  library  catalogues. 
Press  of  work  prevented  acceptance  of  the  in- 
vitation, and  in  its  stead  the  following  remarks 
are  submitted : 

That  the  preparation  and  printing  of  cata- 
logues is  a  source  of  very  great  expense  to 
libraries  is  a  too  well  known  fact  among  mem- 
bers of  our  profession  to  be  dwelt  upon  at 
length.  The  work  is  expensive  from  whatever 
point  we  look  at  it.  The  time  and  labor  in- 
volved in  preparing  a  catalogue,  by  a  catalog- 
ing force,  is  simply  appalling,  when  it  is  taken 
into  consideration  that  this  work  must  be  du- 
plicated by  every  library  owning  a  copy  of  the 
book  cataloged.  The  proper  maintenance  of 
an  efficient  cataloging  staff  is  the  one  expense 
which  is  the  hardest  to  impress  upon  the  trus- 
tees as  being  a  necessity. 

I  am  ol  the  opinion  that  the  success  of  any 
library,  other  things  being  equal,  depends  en- 
tirely upon  the  excellence  of  its  catalogue. 
Given  two  libraries  containing  the  same  ma- 
terial (having,  if  you  please,  identically  the 
same  books  on  their  shelves),  the  one  with 
a  perfect  catalogue,  the  other  with  a  poor  cat- 
alogue, and  the  proportionate  work  done  by 
these  two  libraries  can  safely  be  predicted 
beforehand  from  the  character  of  their  cata- 
logues. 

Another  feature  should  not  be  overlooked : 
I  refer  to  the  means  of  circulating  catalogues, 
when  made,  among  the  patrons  of  the  library. 
A  reference  library,  whose  readers  must  come 
to  the  library  to  study,  may  be  able  to  get 
along  without  a  printed  catalogue,  but  the 
free  public  circulating  library  never!  The 
printed  catalogue,  or  finding-list,  can  no  more 
be  dispensed  with  in  such  libraries  than  an 
engine  can  be  run  without  coal  or  water.    The 


better  its  catalogues  the  more  successful  will  the 
library  be  in  drawing  readers  to  its  shelves. 

The  expense  of  printing  has  led  to  all  kinds 
of  shifts  in  order  to  get  a  catalogue,  or  rather 
some  kind  of  a  catalogue,  at  a  minimum  cost. 
Hence  we  have  the  title-a-liner  finding-list, 
and  more  recently  those  printed  by  the  lino- 
type process.  To  the  librarian  who  has  seen 
and  handled  the  books  which  are  merely  hinted 
at  in  such  lists,  they  are  of  some  slight  value, 
because  of  his  previous  knowledge  of  them  ; 
but  what  shall  we  say  of  the  general  public 
whose  only  knowledge  of  these  same  books 
must  be  obtained  from  such  skeleton  outlines? 

Our  libraries  must  have  better  and  fuller 
catalogues.  Catalogues  which  may  convey  all 
the  information  that  is  demanded  by  the  mind 
of  the  average  reader. 

The  expense  of  such  catalogues  is  such  as  to 
debar  many  libraries  from  even  attempting 
them.  If  one  library  goes  to  the  great  ex- 
pence  necessary  to  secure  a  fine  catalogue, 
and  gets  just  such  a  catalogue  as  it  wants,  it 
has  done  well.  Every  library  in  the  country 
may  have  the  best  catalogue  that  can  be  made, 
but  if  my  library  does  not  go  to  the  expense 
of  preparing  its  own  catalogue  and  printing  it, 
it  is  very  little  if  any  better  off,  than  if  the 
other  libraries  had  taken  no  steps  in  the  mat- 
ter. In  other  words,  the  catalogues  of  other 
libraries,  however  excellent  in  themselves,  are 
of  but  the  slightest  use  to  any  other  library. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  can  offer  any  present 
solution  to  this  difficulty,  but  in  a  paper  which 
has  been  published  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Library  Club  (Occasional  Papers,  No.  3),  I  have 
advanced  some  ideas  which  may  be  of  use  in 
this  connection  even  if  not  printed  herewith. 


iTE.— It  was  hoped,  and  rather  expected,  that  Mr. 
would  find  it  possible  to  amplify  the  above  article 


Note. 
Cole 

prior  to  its  printing  in  these  Papers.  Severe  illness  at 
that  time,  however,  put  his  doing  so  out  of  the  question, 
and  the  remarks  stand  as  at  first  submitted. 


ANDRE  WS, 
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INTERNATIONAL    BIBLIOGRAPHY    OF    SCIENTIFIC   LITERATURE. 


BY  CLEMENT  W.  ANDREWS,  LIBRARIAN,  JOHN   CRERAR   LIBRARY,  CHICAGO. 


C INCE  the  last  meeting  of  the  Association 
the  subject  of  International  Bibliography 
has  attracted  so  much  attentipn  that  it  is  not 
strange  that  this  topic  should  be  considered 
worthy  a  place  on  the  program.  It  is  one  of 
great  interest  to  me  personally,  and  the  loss 
of  the  opportunity  to  discuss  it  with  other 
librarians  is  another  cause  for  regret  at  my  in- 
ability to  be  present  at  the  meeting  this  year. 
My  attitude,  however,  would  be  so  decidedly 
that  of  a  questioner  and  learner  that  it  is  a 
very  great  embarrassment  to  find  that  I  am 
expected  to  open  the  discussion.  Yet  such  a 
position  has  its  advantages,  as  it  gives  an  op- 
portunity for  an  impersonal  presentation  of 
the  subject,  which  shall  outline  the  present 
status  of  the  question,  and  indicate  the  points 
on  which  discussion  is  most  needed  without 
offering  extended  argument  on  those  points. 

Presumably  all  are  familiar  with  the  circular 
of  the  Royal  Society  proposing  co-operation 
in  the  preparation  of  a  subject  index  of  scien- 
tific literature,  and  with  the  responses  of  Har- 
vard University  and  the  Franklin  In.stitute,  as 
published  in  the  Library  Journal.  Those 
especially  interested  in  the  subject  doubtless 
have  followed  the  discussion  in  Science^  which 
has  shown  such  a  range  of  opinion  as  would 
indicate  that  the  five  years  suggested  by  the 
Royal  Society  are  none  too  many  to  secure 
agreement  on  the  points  considered. 

Yet  the  answers  to  the  circular  have  been 
so  encouraging  that  the  Council  of  the  Royal 
Society  has  approved  the  recommendation  of 
its  committee,  that  an  international  conference 
of  representatives  of  the  several  nations  en- 
gaged in  scientific  work  be  held  in  London 
next  July,  to  discuss  and  settle  upon  a  detailed 
scheme.  This  recommendation  was  made  in 
accordance  with  suggestions  received  from 
various  sources,  one  of  great  weight  being 
that  of  the  Konigl.  Gesellschaft  derWissen- 
schaften  in  Gottingen.  The  report  of  the 
committee   accompanying   the  recomtpenda-: 
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tion,  as  published  in  Nature  for  July  18,  is 
very  interesting,  and  not  least  in  its  recogni- 
tion of  the  support  received  from  the  American 
correspondents. 

The  first  question  proposed  by  the  commit- 
tee, that  of  the  desirability  of  such  a  catalogue, 
has  met  with  a  practically  unanimous  answer 
in  the  affirmative.  Dr.  Billings  is,  as  far  as 
appears,  the  only  dissentient,  and  it  is  not 
clear  how  seriously  he  would  care  to  have  his 
arguments  taken,  as  they  are  hardly  put  in  a 
strictly  logical  form.  In  answer  to  one,  it 
may  be  said  that  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
considerable  sum  of  money  will  be  spent  on 
this  scheme  which  otherwise  would  or  could 
be  devoted  to  the  formation  of  a  fund  for  the 
advancement  of  science  in  other  ways.  To 
another,  that  even  if  it  were  true  that  the 
forcing  of  partially  digested  food  down  an  un- 
willing throat  benefits  no  one  but  the  patient, 
though  that  seems  to  deny  any  value  of  his 
life  to  other  people,  yet  on  the  other  hand  few 
will  hold  that  physical  vigor  can  be  obtained 
only  by  restricting  one's  diet  to  those  articles 
of  food  which  one  has  with  his  own  hands 
planted,  reaped,  and  cooked. 

There  is  one  aspect  of  the  question  of  de- 
sirability which  it  may  be  worth  while  to  con- 
sider ;  and  that  is  the  extent  to  which  such  a 
catalogue  would  benefit  libraries  in  particular. 
It  seems  to  be  generally  considered  that  libra- 
ries would  be  one  of  the  considerable  sources 
of  subscriptions,  and  undoubtedly  all  libraries 
of  institutions  where  original  research  is  car- 
ried on,  and  all  the  larger  public  libraries 
would  consider  it  a  necessity.  On  the  other 
hand  the  average  public  library  might  find  it 
too  costly,  and  between  these  extremes  there 
will  be  a  large  number  of  special  libraries 
which  will  use  it  very  largely  in  proportion  to 
the  possibility  of  subscribing  to  limited  por- 
tions. 

The  question  of  practicability  is  one  on 
^hich  the  committee  report  great  difference 
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of  opinion.  So  far  as  obtaining  the  material 
is  concerned,  the  co>operation  which  may  be 
expected,  and  which  has  to  some  extent  been 
promised,  will  go  far  towards  overcoming  the 
difficulties.  It  is  the  financial  side  of  the 
question  upon  which  doubt  is  felt.  The  com- 
mittee express  no  opinion  themselves,  but  say 
that  many  think  that  the  subscriptions  would 
meet  the  cost,  while  others  think  that  govern- 
mental aid  could  and  should  be  obtained. 

They  also  say  that  no  estimates  of  the  cost 
have  been  made.    This  will  depend,  of  course, 
on  the  number  of  titles  catalogued,  and  this, 
again,  on  the  extent  of  ground  covered  and 
the  completeness  with  which  it  is  done.    On 
these  points  great  diversity  of  opinion  appears. 
Only  on  the  advantages  of  the  titles  being  ac- 
companied by  a  brief  abstract  of  the  contents 
is  there  general  agreement.     Dr.  Billings  esti- 
mates the  number  of  titles  in  biology  and  allied 
branches  of  science  as  10,000  per  annum  ;  and 
judging  from   the  number  in  the  Chemisches 
Central' Blait^Xht  same  number  would  be  suffi- 
cient for  chemistry.     It  is  possible,  therefore, 
that  even  if  limited  to  the  physical  and  natural 
sciences,  the  total  number  of  titles  might  ex- 
ceed 50,000  per  annum,  while  if  the  scheme 
were  made  as  comprehensive  as  has  been  pro- 
posed by  some  it  might  reach  100,000.    The 
discussion  at  the  proposed  Conference  should 
give  us  some  satisfactory  data  on  the  subject. 

I  am  not  sure  that  the  question  of  manage 
ment  is  of  importance  to  us.  Provided  the 
scheme  is  well  carried  out,  it  will  make  very 
little  difference  to  us  whether  it  is  done  by  a 
central  administration,  by  a  federation  of  local 
bureaus,  or  by  a  federation  of  separate  bureaus 
and  other  bibliographical  agencies  for  each 
branch  of  science,  or  by  a  combination  of  any 
or  all  of  these  methods.  It  seems  to  be  gen- 
erally agreed  that  the  enterprise  should  be 
international,  and  that  the  co-operation  of  all 
civilized  nations  is  desirable,  but  how  this  can 
best  be  secured  will  have  to  be  settled  by  the 
Conference. 

American  scientific  workers  will  support 
cordially  any  promising  plan,  but  it  is  at  least 
■  doubtful  if  the  support  given  by  French  work- 
ers to  a  plan  bearing  the  name  of  an  English 
society,  or  by  German  workers  to  a  French 
plan,  would  be  equally  cordial.  It  may  or 
may  not  be  significant  in  this  connection  that 
the  committee  do  not  mention  the  reply  of  a 


single  French  society  or  institution.  For  this 
reason,  as  well  as  for  others,  the  federation 
scheme  may  prove  the  most  practicable,  and 
for  this  reason  it  may  also  prove  desirable  to 
avoid  making  a  choice  of  either  of  the  three 
great  scientific  languages  as  an  official  one. 
This  could  be  done,  as  in  the  Repertoire 
Bibliographique  des  Sciences  Math^matiques, 
by  indicating  the  subject  by  letters  and  num- 
bers. Of  course  this  would  mean  a  classified 
catalogue,  though  in  card  or  sheet  form  it 
could  readily  be  converted  into  an  alphabetical 
one,  in  any  language,  by  writing  the  proper 
subject  names. 

The  consideration  of  the  fonn  of  the  cata- 
logue should  be  of  great  interest  to  librarians. 
The  committee  report  that  many,  especially 
Americans,  favor  cards ;  still  it  is  also  by  an 
American,  Dr.  Goode,  that  the  objections  to 
the  card  form  for  subject  catalogues  have  been 
well  stated.  From  some  little  experience  in 
making  bibliographical  lists  for  my  own  use,  I 
am  led  to  agree  with  him  fully.  One  objection 
which  he  mentions  will  meet  with  instant 
recognition  as  serious,  and  that  is  the  great 
bulk  of  the  index  in  card  form.  Almost  any 
library  might  hesitate  to  provide  cases  and 
room  for  the  million  cards  which  probably 
would  be  issued  in  twenty  years. 

Yet  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  the  only 
alternative  to  the  single  card  is  the  annual 
volume,  or  volumes,  recommended  by  Dr. 
Goode,  which  apparently  was  what  the  Coun- 
cil had  in  mind  when  sending  out  their  circular. 
The  mathematical  bibliography  already  men- 
tioned avoids  the  most  pressing  necessity  of 
annotations  by  entering  the  title  under  all  of 
the  important  subjects  of  the  article,  and  then 
puts  ten  titles  on  a  single  card  a  little  larger 
than  the  postal  size,  without  loss  of  legibility. 
Might  it  not  be  advisable  to  carry  this  reduc- 
tion still  further  by  printing  on  sheets  rather 
than  on  cards  ?  If  a  quarto  sheet  wide  enough 
for  two  columns  of  cards,  and  the  same  type 
as  in  the  mathematical  bibliography  were 
used,  about  forty  titles  could  be  printed  on 
one  side  of  the  sheet,  leaving  the  other  blank. 
By  this  method  the  number  of  sheets  would 
not  exceed  3,000  per  annum. 

Such  a  form  would  not  provide,  as  the  cards 
would,  for  an  issue  practically  simultaneous 
with  publication,  although  it  would  approach 
this  in  the  subjects  most  discussed.    Still  any 
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excessive  delay  could  be  avoided  by  a  judi- 
cious grouping  of  subjects  rarely  written  about, 
and  by  not  waiting  until  a  sheet  is  completely 
filled  before  sending  it  out.  To  the  objection 
that  the  incompletely  filled  sheets  would  give 
the  index  an  unsymmetrical  and  ragged  ap- 
pearance, it  may  be  replied  that  one  does  not 
choose  his  keys  for  the  symmetry  of  the  ar- 
rangement of  their  wards,  but  for  their  power 
to  unlock  the  doors. 

The  scheme  of  the  Royal  Society  is  not  the 
only,  though  it  is  the  most  extensive  plan  of 
international  scientific  bibliography  before  the 
public.  Besides  the  Repertoire,  already  men- 
tioned, there  is  published  a  similar  card  index 
to  the  literature  of  photography,  and  many 
are  probably  acquainted  with  the  card  index 
of  the  Agricultural  Department  at  Washington, 
and  with  that  on  botany  published  at  Cam- 
bridge. 

More  important,  however,  in  its  possibilities, 
is  the  plan  now  before  the  zoologists  for  an  in- 
ternational bibliography  of  their  literature. 
Although  no  official  publication  has  been  made 
in  tliis  country,  it  has  been  discussed  to  some 
extent  in  Nature,  and  even  more  on  the  Con- 
tinent. From  an  item  in  Nature^  and  from 
private  inquiries  it  appears  that  the  plan  has 


passed  the  preliminary  stages  of  organization 
and  probably  will  be  put  in  operation  next  year. 
Briefly,  it  is  that  of  a  central  bureau  at  Zurich, 
where  a  building  has  been  promised  for  the 
work  of  the  bureau  and  for  the  storage  of 
its  library.  The  co-operation  of  all  the 
great  zoological  societies,  except  the  En- 
glish, has  been  obtained,  and  that  of  several 
bibliographers,  notably  of  Prof.  Carus.  One 
or  more  of  the  chief  bibliographical  publica- 
tions in  the  subject  will  be  consolidated  with 
the  bureau.  The  bibliography  will  be  in  the 
form  of  cards  containing  titles  and  synopses  of 
articles.  It  is  proposed  to  undertake  the  work 
for  five  years,  leaving  the  question  <?f  contin- 
uance or  of  joining,  in  the  Royal  Society's 
scheme  to  be  determined  at  the  end  of  that 
time. 

It  is  evident  that  this  plan,  if  carried  out, 
will  furnish  most  valuble  information  as  to  the 
possibilities  and  difficulties  of  the  larger  plan 
of  the  Royal  Society,  so  that  we  may  hope  for 
a  solution  of  the  problem  in  the  near  future. 

Whether  represented  in  the  Conference  or 
not,  the  University  and  large  public  libraries 
will  watch  its  proceedings  with  great  interest, 
and  will  be  inclined  to  join  in  the  scheme. 


A    SUBJECT-INDEX    TO    SCIENCE. 

BY  JOSEPH   C.  ROWELL,  LIBRARIAN,  STATE  UNIVERSITY,    BERKELEY,  CALIFORNIA. 


nPHE  problem  of  an  index  to  scientific  liter- 
ature,  now  currently  discussed,  appeals 
for  its  solution  to  librarians  not  less  urgently 
than  to  scientists.  In  view  of  our  bibliogra- 
phical necessities  growing  more  imperative 
with  each  successive  year,  we,  who  are  not 
altogether  strangers  to  co-operative  work, 
should  be  eager  to  propose  the  scope,  to  for- 
mulate a  method,  of  the  suggested  index,  and 
be  ready  to  actively  assist  in  its  accomplish- 
ment. In  the  hope  that  the  present  conference 
of  the  A.  L.  A.  (perhaps  through  a  special 
committee)  may  mature  some  plan,  I  submit 
with  diffidence  my  conclusions  on  this  ques- 
tion, without  stating  reasons  leading  thereto. 

First,  then,  what  is  feasible? — A  compre- 
hensive and  complete  index  of  the  world^s 
scientific  literature  is  a  wholly  Utopian  idea  ; 


its  compilation  must  be  postponed  to  some 
millennial  age  when  all  nations  shall  speak  or 
comprehend  a  single  tongue.  Let  us  elimi- 
nate from  the  scheme  all  languages  other  than 
the  Romance  and  Teutonic. 

Eliminate  all  purely  literary  and  purely  tech- 
nical periodicals,  while  science  articles  in  liter- 
ary journals  will  be  amply  cared  for  by  the 
Poole-Fletcher  Index.  Technology  should  be 
handled  in  a  district  index,  an  extended  and 
improved  Kerl-Reith  R^pertorium.  A  techni- 
cal index  appeals  to  an  entirely  different  clien- 
tele from  one  of  science.  An  index  including 
both  the  Royal  Society  of  London  and  black- 
smithing  or  oil-trade  journals  would  indeed 
be  an  anomaly. 

Eliminate  further  all  monographic  books 
and    pamphlets,    and    separata.    Leave   this 


28 


DENVER    CONFERENCE. 


class  of  printed  work  to  the  publishing  trade 
journals  and  the  successors  to  such  accom- 
plished bibliographers  as  Engelmann,  Cams, 
and  Houzeau. 

In  other  words  include  in  the  index  :  (a)  the 
Bulletin,  Journal,  Transactions  or  other  publi- 
cation of  academies  of  science  and  learned 
institutions ;  (b)  serial  or  continued  publica- 
tions of  a  scientific  nature  issued  by  govern- 
ments, states,  universities,  zoological  stations, 
etc.;  (c)  such  parts  of  publications  of  Hun- 
garian, Slavic,  Japanese,  etc.,  societies  as  are 
printed  in  Latin  or  in  a  Romance  or  Teutonic 
language. 

Second, — ^The  index  should  be  issued  printed 
and  in  book  form.  A  card  catalogue  is  l)ut  a 
temporary  expedient,  not  the  future  final 
form.  An  index  of  science  on  cards,  as  sug- 
gested by  the  Harvard  committee,  would 
occupy  space  that  could  be  afforded  only  by 
large  institutions ;  tediously  wasteful  of  time 
both  in  its  use  and  in  the  proper  current 
alphabetization  of  large  numbers  of  new  cards  ; 
and  subject  to  the  many  vicissitudes  with 
which  we  librarians  are  but  too  familiar. 

The  printed  index  should  be  composed  of 
an  alphabet  of  authors  and  one  of  topics,  put 
in  small  type,  say  brevier,  and  in  columns  not 
wider  than  3J  inches.  The  entries  should  be 
in  the  original  vernacular,  but  titles  in  both 
author  and  subject  lists  should  be  shortened 
as  much  as  is  consistent  with  accuracy,  and 
further  condensation  obtained  by  the  use  of 
abbreviations.  Care  should  be  taken  that  the 
subject  entries  be  placed  under  the  most  pre- 
cise topic,  and  not  mere  title  entries.  How 
not  to  do  it  is  exemplified  in  Poole's  Index, 
vol.  I,  p.  504,  col.  2,  **  Geneva.  Concerning 
the  use  of  fagots  at" — the  entry  should  have 
been  under  Servetus. 

The  index  should  be  published  annually, 
and  the  annual  volumes  reissued  in  quin- 
quennial volumes. 

Third, — What  parts  should  not  be  indexed  ? 
A  considerable  portion  of  scientific  magazines 
is  devoted  to  reviews  and  condensed  accounts 
of  intelligence  derived  from  other  journals. 
These  should  be  omitted.  Scientists  want  to 
know  where  the  original  article  [e.g.^  on 
argon,  or  on  pithecanthropus  erectus)  is  to  be 
found,  bu^  not  the  numerous  unimportant  re- 


views or  the  imperfect  and  often  incorrect 
repetitions.  Full  or  nearly  complete  transla- 
tions of  articles  should  be  carefully  noted. 

Fourth, — The  question  of  language  in  an 
international  polyglot  index  is  not  a  puzzling 
one.  If  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  the 
American  Philosophical  Society,  or  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  undertakes  the  task,  let  all 
subject  headings  be  printed  in  English,  with 
cross  references  from  corresponding  French, 
German,  Italian,  etc.,  words.  Or,  should  the 
Berlin  Gesellschaft  have  the  honor  of  inaugur- 
ating the  work,  preference  should  be  accorded 
to  German. 

Fifth, — Co-operative  indexing  under  direc- 
tion of  societies  in  different  countries  is  likely 
to  prove  a  failure  ;  not  by  reason  of  any  ne- 
cessary lack  of  uniformity  in  method,  but 
because  of  an  extreme  deliberativeness,  too 
probable  on  the  part  of  some  contributors, 
preventing  promptness  of  issue.  I  consider 
that  two  energetic  competent  indexers,  versed 
in  a  reading  knowledge  of  the  continental 
languages,  one  devoting  himself  to  the  math- 
ematical and  physical  branches  of  knowledge, 
and  the  other  to  the  biological,  would  amply 
suffice  to  carry  on  the  annual  work.  Provided, 
that  they  were  located  in  some  center  of  scien- 
tific activity  whither  all  matter  for  indexing 
should  be  sent  without  expenditure  of  effort 
by  them,  and  where  they  could  receive  expert 
advice  on  doubtful  entries. 

F'ir.st  to  be  done  is  the  preparation  of  a  sub- 
ject index  to  the  eleven  volumes  of  the  Royal 
Society's  Catalogue  of  Scientific  Papers  ;  and 
as  the  chief  labor  connected  therewith  would 
be  scissoring,  condensing,  pasting  on  slips, 
and  arranging  under  headings,  two  persons 
within  the  limits  of  a  single  year  should  have 
the  copy  ready  for  the  printer.  Print  one 
edition  on  stout  linen  paper,  and  a  cheaper 
one  on  thin  paper  (as  used  in  the  Index 
Kewensis),  and  the  sales  in  time  should  more 
than  equal  cost  of  publication.  Cost  of  com- 
pilation (the  salaries  of  two  indexers)  could 
easily  be  afforded  by  government  or  by  some 
well-endowed  society. 

To  secure  success  three  qualities  are  essen- 
tial—  accuracy,  brevity,  and  promptness  of 
issue. 
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BY   HERBERT  HAVILAND  FIELD. 


POR  several  years  the  question  of  an  exten- 
sive reform  of  zoological  bibliography  has 
been  actively  agitated  among  specialists  in 
that  branch,  and  numerous  committees  have 
been  organized  in  almost  all  parts  of  the 
civilized  world  for  the  purpose  of  realizing  a 
definite  project.  It  is  now  possible  to  take 
immediate  action,  and  it  seems  therefore  wise 
to  bring  this  matter  to  the  attention  of  the 
assembled'  librarians,  and  to  solicit  their  aid 
and  advice  in  this  important  undertaking. 

In  January,  1896,  there  will  be  established  in 
Zurich,  Switzerland,  a  central  bibliographical 
bureau  of  zoology  and  comparative  anatomy. 
This  bureau  will  enlist  correspondents  in  all 
parts  of  the  world,  and  will  stand  in  direct 
relation  with  sub-bureaus  in  Bohemia,  Gallicia, 
Hungary,  Russia,  and  elsewhere  if  necessary. 
The  work  of  the  sub-bureaus  will  consist  in 
passing  in  review  the  publications  of  their 
respective  nationalities.  They  are  established 
merely  for  those  countries,  whose  literature 
in  view  of  the  language  employed  presents 
exceptional  difficulties  for  the  bibliographer. 
The  entire  work  will  be  concentrated  as  far  as 
possible  in  Zurich,  the  activity  of  the  corre- 
spondents being  restricted  to  works  inaccessi- 
ble to  the  central  bureau. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  zoological  publications 
which  can  not  be  found  in  the  Swiss  libraries, 
it  is  intended  to  issue  an  appeal  to  scientific 
publishers  and  editors  and  to  learned  socie- 
ties, as  well  as  authors  themselves.  It  is  felt 
that  this  form  of  co-operation  can  reasonably 
be  expected,  for  it  is  obviously  to  the  interest 
of  each  of  these  classes  that  their  publications 
be  promptly  recorded.  In  fact  a  preliminary 
canvas  undertaken  in  Paris  shows  that  this  is 
the  case. 

Turning  now  to  the  system  of  recording,  let 
it  be  noted  at  the  outset  that  the  staff  of  the 
bureau  will  consist  oi  trained  specialists.  This 
fact  permits  it  to  undertake  a  task  of  immense 
value  which  has  hitherto  not  been  possible. 
Formerly  the  individual  investigator  has 
been  unable  to  depend  upon  the  work  of  bib- 


liographers for  much  information  which  he 
constantly  requires,  and  all  have  been  obliged 
to  undertake  a  painstaking  personal  search  in 
order  to  gain  the  conviction  that  no  important 
observation,  however  hidden,  has  been  over- 
looked. 

Let  any  one  compare  the  bibliographies 
published  at  the  end  of  a  memoir  with  the  list 
of  titles  given  under  a  corresponding  heading 
in  the  best  of  our  subject-indices  ;  and  the  de- 
ficiency of  the  latter  will  be  at  once  apparent. 
A  writer  on  the  nervous  system,  for  example, 
will  cite  hosts  of  papers  which  never  appeared 
under  that  heading  in  any  of  our  bibliograph- 
ical journals.  We  do  not  for  a  moment  mean 
to  blame  these  journals  for  this  insufficiency. 
They  had  not  the  means  to  do  otherwise  than 
merely  to  class  the  titles. 

The  new  bureau  will  seek  to  remedy  this 
defect.  .  Where  the  former  enterprises  con- 
tented themselves  with  classifying  the  papers 
mechanically  according  to  the  titles,  the  new 
bureau  will  pass  in  review  the  text  of  each 
article  and  assign  it  its  proper  place  accord- 
ingly. The  classification  will  be  based  upon 
the  text  and  the  units  to  be  classified  will  be 
the  individual  observations  and  not  each  paper 
as  a  whole.  In  other  words,  a  memoir  might 
figure  under  several  headings,  were  its  con- 
tents more  or  less  complex.  Furthermore  any 
incidental  observations  which  were  not  noted 
in  the  title  would  be  brought  out  by  the  bu- 
reau. 

A  great  burden  will  thus  be  taken  off  the 
shoulders  of  the  investigator,  and  the  work 
which  was  hitherto  performed  by  each  sep- 
arate worker  can  in  a  large  measure  be  done 
once  for  all  in  the  central  bureau. 

The  publications  of  the  bureau  will  consist 
of  two  principal  editions  :  a  fortnightly  bulletin, 
and  a  card  catalogue.  The  morphological 
titles  will  be  reprinted  annually  in  the  Zoolog- 
ischer  Jahresbericht,  and  indexed  according 
to  authors.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  similar 
arrangements  can  be  made  for  those  in  sys- 
tematic zoology. 
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The  bulletin  will  be  divided  into  a  series  of 
of  chapters,  each  dealing  with  a  specific  group, 
or  topic.  Under  each  heading  will  be  placed 
not  merely  such  works  as  deal  exclusively 
with  the  matter  indicated,  but  also  such  as 
have  incidental  observations  in  regard  to  it. 

The  cards  will  be  issued  simultaneously  with 
the  bulletin  and  will  be  of  the  smaller  Library 
Bureau  size.  They  will  be  essentially  author 
cards ;  but  they  will  also  bear  classificatory 
symbols  of  such  nature  that  they  can  be  read- 
ily placed  in  a  subject-index  by  persons  un- 
familiar with  zoology.  Three  sets  of  symbols 
will  be  used,  each  indicating  distinct  systems 
of  classification  (systematic,  morphological, 
and  faunistic),  and  all  based  upon  a  study  of 
the  text. 


It  is  proposed  eventually  to  redve  subscrip- 
tions to  the  cards  relating  to  any  limited  topic. 
A  person  studying  a  special  question  could 
then  be  informed  at  once  of  the  appearance  of 
any  publications  touching  his  particular  field. 

The  choice  of  Zurich  as  the  seat  of  the  bureau 
was  prompted  by  several  considerations,  fore- 
most among  which  was  the  desire  to  avoid 
any  conflicts  growing  out  of  national  jealousies 
and  yet  to  select  a  point  which  should  be  as 
close  as  possible  to  the  geographical  centre  of 
publication.  Zurich,  the  intellectual  centre  of 
German  Switzerland,  well  fills  these  require- 
ments and,  in  view  of  the  exceptional  induce- 
ments generously  offered  by  the  federal,  can- 
tonal and  town  authorities,  the  choice  was 
definitely  made. 


A    GENERAL    CATALOG    OF   AMERICAN    LITERARY    PERIODICALS. 


BY  CHARLES  ALEXANDER   NELSON,  COLUMBIA  COLLEGE  LIBRARY. 


'T^HE  question  of  making  a  catalog  of  Amer- 
ican  Literary  Periodicals,  perhaps  not 
limiting  it  to  strictly  literary  periodicals,  but 
possibly  including  all  periodicals  published  in 
the  United  States,  has  been  taken  up  and  dis- 
cussed by  the  New  York  Library  Club,  and  a 
committee  has  been  appointed  to  formulate  a 
scheme.  It  was  suggested  in  our  discussion 
that  it  would  be  a  good  idea  to  call  upon  the 
library  clubs  and  associations  in  different  parts 
of  the  country  to  co-operate  with  us  in  this 
great  work ;  that  it  was  something  in  which  all 
would  be  interested.  To  draw  out  points  and 
suggestions  about  it  at  this  meeting,  therefore, 
is  why  this  subject  is  upon  our  program.  It 
may  not  be  generally  known  that  Mr.  Paul 
Leicester  Ford,  of  Brooklyn,  a  few  years  ago 
undertook  to  make  a  list  of  American  period- 
icals prior  to  the  Revolution.  After  the  club 
had  voted  upon  this  matter,  and  had  appointed 
its  committee,  I  had  some  conversation  with 
Mr.  Ford  on  the  subject,  and  his  report  as  to 
his  success  in  making  up  his  list  was  not  al- 
together encouraging. 

There  are  probably  hundreds,  if  not  thous- 
ands, of  periodicals  that  have  been  started, 
and  had  a  brief  existence  in  the  United  States, 
of  which  little  or  no  trace  can  be  found  to-day. 


But  these  are  the  very  periodicals  that  we  wish 
to  get  hold  of.  A  copy  or  copies  of  perhaps 
every  one  can  be  found  somewhere ;  they  may 
not  all  have  been  destroyed  by  the  grinding 
up  of  paper  during  the  civil  war,  and  now, 
when  we  have  the  best  opportunity, — for  the 
present  is  certainly  better  than  the  future  for 
such  work, — now,  I  repeat,  is  the  time  to 
begin,  and  undertake  this  work  of  making  a 
complete  list  of  American  Periodicals. 

The  most  important  point  is,  how  we  can 
get  at  it  to  do  it  best.  In  a  paper  by  Mr.  Cole, 
our  worthy  treasurer,  read  before  the  Phila- 
delphia Library  Club,  and  published,  as  their 
Occasional  Papers,  No.  3,  he  refers  to  the 
future  of  cataloging  in  the  year  2000 ;  (jincies 
himself  visiting  the  capital  city  of  the  state, 
and  telling  what  great  results  have  been  ac- 
complished. The  not  altogether  Utopian 
scheme  that  he  there  suggests,  it  seems  to  me, 
U  a  good  one  to  adopt  as  the  foundation  for 
our  list.  He  imagines  that  at  that  time  library 
science  has  reached  such  a  degree  that  the 
headquarters  of  the  work  are  at  a  State  Bureau 
of  Public  Libraries,  and  the  catalog  of  all  the 
libraries  of  the  state  is  prepared  there ;  be- 
ginning with  the  library  that  has  the  largest 
number  of  books,  making  its  catalog  complete, 
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sending  that  catalog  to  the  next  largest  library, 
and  letting  it  add  titles  of  the  books  it  has 
which  the  largest  library  has  not ;  and  so  on 
down.  Of  course,  each  library  has  very  much 
less  to  do  than  the  others  preceding  it,  because 
it  simply  has  to  add  titles  which  the  preceding 
libraries  have  not.  While  the  scheme  does 
look  Utopian,  I  am  not  sure,  in  view  of  the 
progress  that  the  A.  L.  A.  has  caused  to  be 
made  in  library  science  in  this  country  during 
the  last  twenty  years,  that  that  will  not  be  ac- 
complished before  the  year  2000. 

Now  if  we  at  New  York,  through  our  Library 
Club,  make  up  a  list  of  all  the  American  period- 
icals that  we  can  find  in  the  New  York  libraries 
we  certainly  will  have  a  pretty  good  list. 

The  club  at  Washington  has  undertaken  to 
prepare  a  list  of  all  the  periodicals  in  the 
libraries  at  Washington.  The  New  York 
Library  Club  soon  after  it  was  organized  pub- 
lished in  1887  a  Union  list  of  the  periodicals  in 
the  New  York  libraries,  and  that  union  list, 
although  a  number  of  years  old,  is  very  useful 
to-day  in  finding  out  where  periodicals  are  to 
be  found  in  the  various  libraries.  We  propose 
to  begin  in  New  York  and  make  as  full  a  list 
as  we  can,  including  all  New  England,  send  it 
to  Washington  and  there  have  added  all  they 
can  reach  in  their  section,  and  then  to  other 
sections,  and  ask  all  interested  to  co-operate 
in  giving  us  the  titles  of  periodicals  published 
in  each  region.  With  the  co-operation  of  the 
different  societies  and  clubs  throughout  the 
country,  this  plan,  I  think,  can  be  made  suc- 
cessful. 

In  the  older  parts  of  the  country,  where  the 
periodicals  that  were  published  a  century  or 
more  ago  are  almost  all  destroyed,  we  have 
hopes  of  reaching  them  through  the  interested 
societies  and  the  local  organizations ;  and 
many  periodicals  may  doubtless  be  found 
which  are  now  only  in  private  libraries.    Last 


year,  in  looking  over  pamphlets,  etc.,  to  bind,  I 
came  across  several  numbers  of  a  little  printed 
periodical  published  in  New  York,  Im  France 
LitUraire^  exactly  the  name  that  one  might 
expect  would  occur  in  France  for  at  least  one 
or  more  periodicals.  Here  was  a  little  thing 
published  in  French  in  New  York,  in  1833  ^^d 
1834.  Whether  we  have  all  the  numbers  or 
not  I  cannot  tell.  I  think  we  have.  I  never 
saw  a  copy  of  it  before,  and  could  not  find  it  in 
any  catalog.  These  are  the  things  we  want  to 
find  and  bring  together. 

One  difficulty  perhaps  towards  the  end  will 
be  to  secure  a  man  for  a  general  editor,  be- 
cause it  must  require  such  a  man  to  conlplete 
such  a  work.  But  we  have  had  our  Poole  and 
we  have  our  Fletcher,  and  we  shall  have  the 
man.  Possibly  one  of  the  larger  libraries  will 
furnish  a  man  who  will  give  part  of  his  time  to 
it.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  expressions  of 
opinion  from  those  who  feel  any  interest  in 
this  matter,  and  who  are  willing  to  offer  help 
in  connection  with  this  work.  We  have  not 
definitely  laid  out  our  scheme.  Our  commit- 
tee is  composed  of  Mr.  George  Watson  Cole, 
Mr.  Aksel  G.  S.  Josephson  (quite  an  active, 
young,  enthusiastic  bibliographer  in  New 
York,  and  a  great  worker),  Mr.  Geo.  H.  Baker, 
Dr.  E.  C.  Richardson,  and  the  writer. 

We  have  received  the  best  of  encourage- 
ment from  the  Boston  Book  Company.  It  is 
well  known  how  carefully  they  prepare  their 
list  of  periodicals.  They  collate  them  all, 
and  from  their  list  one  can  know  whether  he 
has  the  whole  of  a  set  or  not,  as  of  Old  and 
New^  which  expired  in  the  middle  of  the  year, 
or  the  Galaxy ^  which  expired  after  publishing 
one  number  of  its  last  year.  The  Boston  Book 
Company  have  promised  their  list,  and  their 
careful  work  already  done  will  be  of  great 
assistance  in  the  work  which  we  have  under- 
taken. 
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IMPROPER    BOOKS:    METHODS    EMPLOYED   TO    DISCOVER    AND 

EXCLUDE    THEM.* 

BY  THERESA   H.  WEST,    LIBRARIAN,   MILWAUKEE  PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 


T^HE  question  of  the  definition  of  proper, 
or  improper  books,  must  necessarily  be 
left  to  the  decision  of  the  management  of  the 
individual  institution.  Books  eminently  pro- 
per for  the  library  of  a  great  university,  might 
be  essentially  improper  in  a  library  for  the 
education  of  the  general  mass  of  the  people. 

The  underlying  principle  of  my  own  selec- 
tion of  books,  for  a  library  which  is  essentially 
for  the  people,  is  that  books  which  speak  truth 
concerning  normal,  wholesome  conditions 
may  be  safely  bought,  however  plain-spoken. 
While,  on  the  other  hand,  books  which  treat 
of  morbid,  diseased  conditions  of  the  individ- 
ual man,  or  of  society  at  large,  are  intended 
for  the  student  of  special  subjects.  Such 
are  bought  only  after  due  consideration  of  the 
just  relation  of  the  comparative  rights  of 
students  and  general  readers. 

The  thought  which  our  president's  question 
suggested  to  my  mind  was  that  he  intended  to 
bring  out  the  practical  method  which  governed 
the  course  of  selection.  In  our  case  at 
Milwaukee  the  first  sieve  by  which  we  sift  our 
purchases  is  the  general  reputation  of  the 
publishing  houses. 

There  are  a  number  of  houses  which,  in  a 
long  experience  of  book  buying,  we  have 
come  to  trust.  A  book  which  is  vouched  for 
by  one  of  them  we  take  almost  as  a  matter  of 
course.  Sometimes  they  betray  us,  it  is  true, 
but  not  often.  A  publishing  house  deliber- 
ately makes  its  choice  of  the  clientage  to 
which  it  chooses  to  appeal  and,  for  the  sake  of 
its  own  reputation  which  is  a  large  part  of  its 
stock  in  trade,  it  will  not  lightly  depart  from 
its  traditions. 

Unless  in  the  subject  or  title  there  is  some 
indication  of  the  need  for  care,  we  take  with  a 


comparative  feeling  of  safety  all  the  books 
which  fall  into  our  lines  from  certain  houses. 
( I  would  gladly  mention  names,  but  it  seems 
hardly  proper  to  do  so  in  this  place. )  Equally 
so  there  are  other  houses  whose  reputation  is 
such  that  we  exclude  their  books  unless  they 
are  proved  worthy.  Then  it  is  a  case  of  *'Can 
good  come  out  of  Nazareth  ? " 

The  reputation  of  the  authors  also  does,  of 
course,  weigh  with  us,  but  it  is  a  much  more 
difficult  test  to  apply. 

Books  are  sent  by  our  agent  on  approval ; 
and  a  new  book,  especially  a  novel,  by  a  new 
publishing  house  and  by  a  new  author,  is  sub- 
jected to  personal  examination  by  the  librarian 
or  one  of  the  heads  of  departments. 

Books  which  one  would  rather  not  have 
bought  do  creep  into  every  librar>\  So  far, 
we  have  in  such  cases,  simply  placed  a  mark 
in  such  books  which  is  known  only  to  the 
attendants,  and  such  books  are  never  offered 
to  people.  This  is  a  step  made  necessary  by  the 
practice,  common  in  this  library,  of  keeping 
upon  the  counter  in  the  deliver}'  department  a 
selection  of  novels  from  which  any  one  may 
choose. 

Tabooed  books  are  given  to  those  only  who 
ask  definitely  for  them,  and  are  accompanied 
with  an  explanation  of  their  character.  Such 
books  are  not  given  out  to  children  or  young 
people  at  all,  unless  upon  written  request  of 
parent  or  guardian.  All  this  taboo  question, 
however,  is  treated  quietly,  with  as  little  ad- 
vertisement as  possible. 

The  constant  effort  is  to  decrease  the  possi- 
ble use  of  weak  or  immoral  books  by  increas- 
ing the  use  of  those  known  to  be  wholesome, 
interesting,  and  sound.  In  short,  when  we 
find  "  a  good  thing  we  push  it  along  !  '* 
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•  A  leries  of  papers  upon  the  precautions  exercised  to  avoid  the  selection  of  undesirable  books ;  and 
the  treatment  of  those  found  objectionable  after  purchase. 

Other  persons  were  expected  to  contribute  to  this  discussion  but  were  either  absent  or  unable  to  pre- 
pare papers  in  season  for  presentation. 
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BV    GKORGE   T.  CLARK,  LIBRARIAN,  SAN  FRANCISCO   FREE   PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 


T  N  thinking  of  this  matter  of  improper  books 
I  have  been  reminded  of  the  definition 
given  by  a  certain  professor,  who  asked  his 
class  in  botany  to  tell  him  what  a  weed  was. 
No  one  being  ready  to  respond,  he  informed 
them  that  a  weed  was  "the  right  thing  in  the 
wrong  place."  The  wild  flowers  which  in 
springtime  clothe  the  hillsides  in  variegated 
hues  add  beaut\'  to  the  landscape  and  afford 
the  naturalist  materials  for  interesting  re- 
searches. Comparison  of  the  flora  of  different 
countries  at  the  same  period,  or  of  the  same 
country  during  different  epochs  supplies  impor- 
tant data  in  the  life  history  of  the  earth.  But 
these  same  wild  flowers  springing  up  in  the 
corn  field,  are  regarded  simply  as  weeds  which 
must  be  eradicated  without  delay. 

Similarly,  there  are  many  books  which,  in 
their  proper  places,  may  serve  a  good  and 
useful  purpose,  but  which  under  other  condi- 
tions may  exert  a  most  baleful  influence.  In 
order,  then,  to  determine  what  books  are  im- 
proper we  must  take  into  consideration  the 
character  and  functions  of  the  library  for 
which  they  are  intended,  and  the  purpose 
they  are  supposed  to  serve.  Is  the  institution 
a  college,  subscription,  society,  or  free  public 
library?  Are  the  funds  at  its  disposal  suffi- 
cient to  warrant  buying  liberally  of  all  kinds 
of  books,  or  are  they  in  that  not  infrequent 
state  which  compels  the  exercising  of  a  rigid 
selective  process,  and  limits  the  purchases  to 
absolute  necessities  ?  All  these  are  questions 
which  must  be  taken  into  consideration  in 
fixing  the  standard  which  shall  determine  the 
fitness  or  unfitness  of  books. 

What,  then,  shall  be  the  standard  for  a  pub- 
lic library  maintained  by  revenues  derived 
from  taxation  ?  To  determine  this,  we  must 
arrive  at  some  definite  idea  as  to  the  proper 
functions  of  public  libraries.  Why  has  the 
State  enacted  laws  under  which  holders  of 
property  are  compelled  to  pay  taxes  for  the 
support  of  such  institutions  ?  It  is  expected 
that  a  public  library  will  contribute  to  the 
general  welfare  of  the  people,  and  be  an  insti- 
tution which  shall  exert  an  elevating  influence 
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on  the  community.  In  fact,  that  it  shall  assist 
in  the  education  of  the  people  and  the  making 
of  good  citizens.  Unless  it  does  exercise 
these  functions,  what  justice  is  there  in  mak- 
ing it  a  burden  on  the  taxpayers  ?  What  right 
has  it  to  exist  ? 

The  theor>'  that  a  library  is  primarily  an 
educational  institution  is  quite  generally  ac- 
cepted. Being  such,  the  books  purchased  for 
for  it  must  be  of  such  a  character  that  it  shall 
be  enabled  to  perform  the  functions  of  such 
an  institution.  In  addition* to  the  strictly  edu- 
cational features,  however,  it  is  conceded  that 
a  library  may  well  provide  the  means  for  health- 
ful recreation.  In  so  doing,  it  promotes  the 
welfare  of  the  community  and  fulfils  one  of 
the  objects  of  its  being.  The  duties  of  those 
having  the  selection  of  books  would  seem,  then, 
to  be  quite  plainly  outlined.  The  books  should 
either  be  capable  of  adding  to  the  general 
store  of  knowledge,  of  exercising  some  bene- 
ficial influence  upon  the  mind,  or  of  providing 
wholesome  amusement  or  recreation. 

The  establishment  of  such  a  standard  would 
exclude  many  of  the  books  now  issuing  in  such 
a  constant  stream  from  the  press.  Some  of 
these,  for  a  short  time,  have  great  popularity, 
especially  if  they  are  sensational  or  contain 
between  their  covers  matters  that  will  not  bear 
discussion  in  good  society. 

The  librarian  may  find  it  difficult  to  resist 
the  popular  demand  sure  to  follow  for  books 
widely  advertised  and  much  talked  about. 
When  fhe  book  is  decidedly  bad  his  course  is 
clear,  but  more  perplexing  are  those  books 
having  the  negative  merit  of  not  being  posi- 
tively harmful,  but  which  absorb  the  time  and 
attention  that  might  well  be  turned  in  a  bet- 
ter direction. 

It  is  claimed  by  some  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  public  library  to  supply  the  books  the 
people  want ;  but  a  little  thought  will  show  the 
fallacy  of  such  claims.  That  would  be  a 
strangely  governed  household  wherein  the 
children  had  only  to  express  a  desire  to  have 
it  gratified.  It  is  also  urged  that  books  b> 
such    writers   as  Bracme,    South  worth,    and 
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Stephens,  have  a  place  in  the  public  library  be- 
cause of  their  drawing  qualities  ;  that  they  at- 
tract a  certain  class  of  readers  which  otherwise 
would  remain  away,  and  that  after  a  time,  these 
readers  will  have  absorbed  such  literature  to  the 
point  of  saturation,  and  can  then  be  induced 
to  take  something  of  a  higher  order.  But  it  is 
doubtful  whether  better  results  could  not  be 
attained  by  other  methods  without  such  a  waste 
of  means.  By  supplying  such  books,  a  library 
fosters  the  taste  that  craves  them,  and  increases 
the  demand. 

Those  administering  a  public  library  have  a 
higher  duty  to  perform  than  merely  to  follow  in 
the  wake  of  the  passing  fancies  of  the  popular 
mind.  It  is  much  easier  to  follow  than  to  lead, 
but  they  must  bear  in  mind  their  responsibilities 
to  future  generations  as  well  as  the  present. 
The  value  of  the  library,  depending  on  the 
character  of  its  contents,  is  lessened  by  every 
worthless  book  that  goes  upon  the  shelves. 
Its  future  value,  therefore,  depends  largely  on 
the  wisdom  of  its  management  during  the 
present.  Now,  having  fixed  a  standard  in  our 
minds,  how  are  we  to  decide  as  to  what  books 
come  up  to  it  ?  Life  is  too  short  and  the  books 
too  numerous  to  permit  a  personal  examina- 
tion in  all  cases.  Evidently  we  must  rely  upon 
the  judgment  of  others  to  aid  us  in  separating 
the  wheat  from  the  chaff. 

I  will  briefly  explain  the  method  pursued  in 
the  institution  with  which  I  am  associated. 
All  purchases  are  under  the  super\'ision  of  a 
book  committee  consisting  of  five  members  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees.  It  may  be  well  to 
state  that  under  the  existing  law  the  term  of  a 
trustee  of  this  library  is  for  life,  and  the  com- 
position of  the  committees  remains  practically 
unchanged  from  year  to  year.  The  chairman 
of  the  book  committee  is  a  gentleman  of  broad 
culture  and  of  great  liberality  in  his  views. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Harvard,  and  served  for 
a  brief  term  as  president  of  our  State  Univer- 
sity. Among  the  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee are  a  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  a 
well-known  writer,  and  the  principal  of  one  of 
our  public  schools. 

At  their  monthly  meetings  these  gentlemen 
consider  the  items  recommended  for  purchase 
by  the  librarian,  or  in  other  ways  brought  to 
their  attention.  They  are  very  discriminating, 
and  consider  carefully  the  merits  of  the  books 
proposed,  and   the   relative  need   for  them. 


The  order-lists,  as  made  up,  include  only  the 
approved  items.  The  librarian  is  expected  to 
be  informed  on  current  publications,  and  to 
know  something  about  a  book  before  recom- 
mending it. 

In  addition  to  the  formal  orders  made  up  in 
this  manner,  there  are  purchased  each  month 
books  on  what  we  term  '*the  hundred-dollar 
list."  The  book  committee  has  at  its  com- 
mand the  sum  of  |ioo  per  month  for  the 
purchase  of  late  publications  which  it  is  de- 
sirable to  obtain  without  unnecessary  delay. 
The  books  on  these  lists  are  selected  in  the 
following  manner :  Tlie  librarian  makes  a 
monthly  visit  to  the  four  leading  book  stores 
in  the  city,  and  after  looking  over  the  stock 
selects  as  many  of  the  desirable  books  as  can 
be  purchased  without  exceeding  the  limit. 
With  the  breadth  of  a  continent  between  us 
and  the  leading  publishing  centres,  there  are 
many  books  which  never  find  their  way  to  the 
counters  of  the  local  dealers  unless  specially 
ordered,  and  during  dull  seasons  the  supply 
from  which  to  select  is  meagre.  It  may  hap- 
pen that  one  month  not  more  than  (50  worth 
can  be  purchased,  but  this  is  offset  by  buying 
(150  worth  some  month  when  there  is  a  better 
stock  to  choose  from. 

The  books  thus  selected  are  then  sent  to  the 
library  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  book 
committee.  It  sometimes  happens  that  their 
judgment  and  the  librarian's  do  not  coincide, 
in  which  case  the  book  goes  back  to  the 
dealer.  Buying  in  this  manner,  before  the 
books  have  been  on  the  market  long  enough 
for  much  to  be  known  about  them,  and  before 
the  critics  have  had  time  to  assign  them  to 
their  proper  places,  there  is  a  chance  to  go 
astray.  We  endeavor  to  keep  on  the  safe 
side,  however,  by  confining  our  selections  to 
those  of  which  we  can  feel  sure,  leaving 
doubtful  books  until  more  is  known  of  them. 

Of  course,  with  a  system  like  this,  it  is  im- 
possible to  have  new  books  ready  for  circula- 
tion on  the  day  of  their  publication,  or  on  the 
one  following.  We  cannot  accommodate 
those  who  consider  it  a  duty  to  read  all  the 
latest  novels.  They  must  rely  upon  the  sub- 
scription libraries  and  the  book  stores.  But 
we  do  endeavor  to  add  to  our  shelves  each 
year,  just  as  many  books  of  permanent  value 
as  our  funds  allow,  and  to  acquire  them  as  ex- 
peditiously as  circumstances  permit.    We  are 
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trying:  to  build  up  a  library  that  shall  not  be 
strung  in  some  classes  at  the  expense  of  weak- 
ness in  others,  but  one  that  shall  be  symmet- 
rical in  all  its  parts,  with  possibly  a  special 
emphasis  on  some  features  which  under  exist- 


ing conditions  may  be  entitled  to  greater  con 
sideration.  It  is  our  aim  to  foster  a  desire  for 
good  literature,  and  we  endeavor  to  make 
such  literature  available  to  all. 


IMPROPER    BOOKS. 


BY  J.  N.  LARNBD,  SUPERINTENDENT,  BUFFALO   LIBRARY. 


T  T  OW  to  deal  in  a  public  library  with  books 
^^^  of  a  doubtful  character,  morally,  and 
with  books  offensive  to  considerable  classes  of 
readers,  is  a  very  delicate  question,  and  it  is 
one  which  needs  to  be  carefully  discussed.  In 
my  own  opinion,  it  is  important  that  every 
possible  effort  should  be  made,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  a  public  library',  to  avoid  the  appear- 
ance of  an  assumption  of  arbitrary  censorship 
over  the  literature  supplied  to  its  readers. 

Selection  there  must  be,  of  course.  No 
library,  not  even  the  richest,  can  supply  all 
books,  and  necessarily  it  is  by  somebody's 
choice  that  the  supply  in  each  case  is  brought 
within  the  means  which  the  library  commands. 
In  the  making  of  that  choice  a  certain  legiti- 
mate and  proper  censorship  is  exercised,  by 
which  a  large  majority,  perhaps,  of  the  books 
now  in  question  may  be  excluded.  The 
judgment  of  exclusion  in  those  cases  is  one 
which  challenges  no  strong  opposition  of 
opinion,  nor  arbitrarily  settles  any  nice  dispute 
in  morals  or  in  literary  taste.  It  is  that  chal- 
lenge— even  the  appearance  of  it,  —  and  that 
assumption  —  even  the  suspicion  of  it,  —  that  I 
would  have  every  librar>'  avoid  as  far  as  it  may 
be  possible  to  do  so. 

There  are  many  books  belonging  to  current 
literature,  as  well  as  books  that  come  from 
coarser  times  in  the  past,  about  which  it  is 
clear  enough  that  they  should  not  be  put  into 
common  circulation  by  a  public  library,  but 
which  possess,  nevertheless,  enough  of  a  liter- 


ary quality,  or  enough  of  historical  import- 
ance, to  give  them  some  claim,  more  or  less, 
to  a  place  upon  its  shelves.  I  am  disposed  to 
think  that  the  right  attitude  towards  books  of 
this  class,  in  our  library  management,  is  one 
that  will  cast  responsibility  for  the  possession 
and  use  of  them,  as  far  as  may  be,  on  the  pub- 
lic for  whom  the  library  is  maintained. 

I  mean  by  that :  (i)  that  a  distinct  pressure 
of  considerable  demand  should  be  waited  for 
before  such  books  are  bought,  but  that  it  will 
not  oflen  be  right  or  wise  to  offensively  resist 
such  a  demand  ;  (2)  that  no  book  of  the  kind 
should  be  given  to  any  adult  reader  without 
distinct  information  as  to  the  character  it  bears. 
I  take  for  granted  that  no  library  will  issue 
doubtful  books  to  minors,  and  what  I  say  has 
reference  to  the  policy  of  dealing  with  the 
wants  of  adults. 

In  the  case  of  one  recent  book  for  which 
many  applications  were  made  in  our  library, 
I  have  been  trying  the  experiment  of  sending 
a  circular  note  to  each  applicant,  briefly  de- 
scribing its  character  and  saying  that  I  am  not 
willing  the  book  should  go  into  the  hands  of 
any  reader  without  clear  knowledge  of  what  it 
is.  The  result  has  been  to  cancel  a  large  part 
of  the  requests  for  the  book,  while  those  who 
read  it  take  on  themselves  the  whole  respon- 
sibility in  doing  so.  It  seems  to  me  that  a 
general  policy  of  dealing  with  such  books  may 
be  framed  on  the  principle  indicated  in  this 
experiment. 
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IMPROPER    BOOKS. 


BY   WILLIAM   H.  BRETT,  LIBRARIAN,  CLEVELAND   PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 


T  REGARD  this  question  of  the  exercise  of 
a  proper  supervision  over  the  purchase 
and  selection  of  books  for  the  librar>'  as  one 
of  the  most  serious,  probably  the  most  diffi- 
cult, of  the  many  important  questions  with 
which  we  have  to  deal.  In  looking  over  the 
field  when  selecting  books  for  the  library  I 
think  they  fall  naturally,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
librarian,  into  three  classes :  those  which  he 
selects,  those  which  he  simply  omits,  and  those 
which  he  absolutely  excludes. 

Now  the  question  of  the  propriety  of  placing 
a  book  in  the  library  might  possibly  be 
broader  than  that  which  was  probably  in- 
tended in  stating  the  question  by  the  program 
committee.  There  are,  as  we  all  know,  many 
books  published  every  year  on  economics, 
politics,  and  other  important  subjects  which, 
adjudged  by  opinions  that  are  now  accepted, 
are  utterly  worthless.  But,  at  the  same  time, 
there  is  in  those  fields  such  a  diversity,  such  a 
contrariety  of  opinions  that  we  may  well  be 
very  careful  about  excluding  books  because 
they  differ  from  the  opinions  which  are  ac- 
cepted now.  We  must  remember  that  the 
cranky  idea  of  to-day  may  possibly  be  the  ac- 
cepted belief  to-morrow  ;  so  that  there  are 
none  of  those  books  that  we,  perhaps,  should 
absolutely  exclude. 

It  is  only  when  we  come  to  books  which 
affect  the  question  of  morals,  the  question  of 
conduct,  that  we  feel  that  we  have  the  right  to 
draw  the  line  of  exclusion  ;  that  we  will  have 
therein  the  support  of  right-thinking  people, 
no  matter  what  their  religious  opinions  may 
be,  no  matter  what  their  belief  or  lack  of  be- 
lief. We  are  all  practically  united  on  what 
constitutes  right  living.  Matthew  Arnold  says 
that  conduct  is  three-fourths  of  life  ;  yet,  con- 
duct is  but  the  working  out  into  life  of 
what  a  man  thinks,  and  what  he  believes,  and 
this  is  moulded  largely  by  what  he  reads. 
Among  the  books  which  influence  opinion 
and  mould  belief,  are  many  which  are  classed 
as  fiction,  and  it  is  largely  in  that  class  that 
the  line  of  exclusion  will  be  drawn. 

I  listened  with  great  interest  to  Miss  West*s 


exposition  of  the  methods  of  selection  em- 
ployed in  the  public  library  at  Milwaukee. 
We,  too,  have  been  employing  methods  simi- 
lar to  those  which  are  followed  in  many 
libraries.  The  publishers*  names  do  give 
great  weight  to  books.  There  are  books 
we  accept  simply  because  they  have  the  im- 
print of  a  publishing  house  in  which  we  have 
confidence.  The  reputation  of  the  author,  the 
character  of  his  previous  writings  is  consid- 
ered, also. 

I  have,  at  times,  been  much  puzzled  to  de- 
cide whether  it  was  best  to  include  books,  in 
themselves  unobjectionable,  but  written  by 
authors  whose  work  in  the  main  is  objection- 
able. I  can  think,  now,  of  two  or  three  stories 
which  are  pure  and  beautiful,  but  written  by 
an  author  much  of  whose  work  seems  likely 
to  be  harmful.  Is  it  worth  while  to  introduce 
such  an  author  to  our  young  people?  Is  it 
not  to  be  feared  that  they  may  pursue  the  ac- 
quaintance to  their  own  detriment  ? 

I  believe  that  we  have  a  perfect  right  to  ex- 
clude from  our  shelves  books  which  seem 
likely  to  prove  harmful,  no  matter  with  what 
reputation  as  classics  they  come  to  us.  I 
think  we  have  a  right  to  judge  these  books 
and  exclude  them,  just  exactly  as  we  do  books 
of  the  day. 

It  is  possible  that  the  rule  which  Miss  West 
applies  to  her  selection  might  exclude  some 
books  which  have  been  in  the  last  year  or  two 
very  popular ;  books  which  do  not  bear  direct- 
ly on  the  question  of  morals,  but  which  cer- 
tainly describe  conditions  that  are  not  normal 
and  healthful.  Now  I  hesitate,  but  I  think  I 
will  venture  to  name  ''Ships  that  pass  in  the 
night"  as  a  type  of  the  class  which  I  mean. 
I  do  not  believe  that  we  should  exclude  this 
book  from  the  library,  but  it  is  certainly  a  book 
which  does  not  describe  normal  conditions. 

I  have  been  trying  to  recall  this  afternoon 
a  story  that  I  heard  or  read  long  ago,  of  some 
eastern  prince  ;  possibly  some  one  else  may  re- 
member it  better  than  I  do.  It  speaks  of  the 
danger  which  oriental  monarchs  incurred  from 
the  arts  of  the  poisoner,  and  tells  of  one  who 
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had  a  talisman  given  lum  as  a  safeguard.  At 
his  baiKjuets,  when  the  wine-cup  was  handed 
to  him  he  touched  it  with  this  talisman.  If 
the  wine  was  pure  it  remained  clear,  if  poisoned 
it  became  turbid.  If  we  had  such  a  talisman 
as  that  which  we  could  apply  to  the  books 


that  are  offered  us  I  am  sure  that  some  books 
which  come  to  us  with  very  fair  names  would 
become  turbid  at  its  touch,  and  others  that  we 
inspect  more  rigidly  might  stand  the  test.  The 
only  substitute  we  can  have  for  such  a  talis- 
man is  good  common  sense. 


MEDICAL    BOOKS    FOR    SMALL    PUBLIC    LIBRARIES. 


BY   DR.  GEORGE   E.  WIRE,  SUPT.,  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT,  THE  NEWBERRY   LIBRARY,  CHICAGO. 


TN  building  up  my  department,  which  now 
numbers  22,000  volumes,  I  have  naturally 
learned  much  of  the  popular  as  well  as  the 
scientific  side  of  medical  literature.  It  has 
occurred  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  question  of 
medical  books  in  small  public  libraries  would 
be  a  profitable  subject  for  discussion,  and  to 
it  I  invite  your  attention. 

There  are  at  least  two  general  views  of  the 
position  a  public  library,  rate  supported,  ought 
to  take  in  furnishing  books.  One  is,  that  being 
a  free  library  supported  by  taxation  it  should 
not  furnish  books  for  special  students,  as  law- 
yers, physicians,  or  clergymen.  Another  view 
takes  the  opposite  side,and  claims  that  it  should 
supply  all  the  books  asked  for,  along  certain 
lines.  I  am  inclined  to  the  former  view  and, 
unless  a  library  has  a  special  fund  or  the  books 
are  given  by  some  friend,  I  do  not  believe  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  library  to  furnish  those 
books. 

Even  when  the  library  has  attained  the  size 
of  50,000  or  100,000  volumes,  I  should  be  op- 
posed to  such  action.  Let  the  physicians  fol- 
low the  example  of  the  lawyers  and  establish 
their  own  libraries.  I  know  of  no  public 
library  (leaving  out  state  libraries)  which  at- 
tempts to  keep  up  a  law  department,  but  there 
are  several  that  are  trying  to  keep  up  a  medi- 
cal department.  Medical  books  are  neces- 
sarily high-priced,  technical  in  character,  and 
obviously  unfit  for  general  circulation  or  even 
general  hall  use. 

But  there  are  a  few  standard  books  which 
every  small  library  should  have ;  and  then  a 
number  of  smaller,  semi-popular  books,  which 
may  be  profitably  put  into  even  so  small  a 
library  as  one  of  5,000  volumes.  Taking  this 
as  the  basis  and  allowing  one  per  cent,  will 
give  us  50  volumes,  which  surely  will  not  be 


too  large  a  proportion  of  such  works  for  the 
library.  I  condemn  unreservedly  all  *'  family 
doctors,"  "  guides  to  health,"  etc.,  and  would 
not  have  any  of  them  in  such  a  library.  They 
are  written  doTvn  to  the  supposed  comprehen- 
sion of  the  laity  and  are  liable  to  do  more 
harm  than  good. 

I  favor  putting  in  a  few  reference  books, 
mainly  of  dictionary  form ;  and  then  a  few 
standard  works  on  anatomy  and  physiology 
for  reference,  and  filling  up  the  list  with  books 
not  too  valuable  to  circulate.  Of  course,  it 
would  be  impossible  in  a  library  of  that  size, 
to  give  even  one  representative  book  in  each 
school  of  medicine  in  the  various  branches  of 
materia  medica,  therapeutics,  practice  of  med- 
icine, surgery,  etc.,  to  say  nothing  of  phar- 
macy, dentistry,  and  veterinary  medicine. 
Consequently  the  list  which  I  now  give  does 
not  attempt  that,  and  I  do  not  expect  it  will 
meet  with  approval  of  the  physicians ;  I  wish 
it  distinctly  understood  that  it  is  not  made  up 
for  them,  but  for  the  librarians. 

In  the  following  list  I  have  made  notes  con- 
cerning some  of  the  books,  as  will  be  seen : 

Gould,  G.  M.  An  illustrated  dictionary  of  medi- 
cine, biology,  and  allied  sciences.  Phil.,  Blakis- 
ton,  1894.     leather,  $10.00. 

This  is  the  best  and  latest  one-volume  book. 
It  has  many  useful  tables  and  appendices.  I 
call  especial  attention  to  one  giving  personal 
names  of  diseases,  injuries,  and  operations, 
which  is  of  great  value. 

Leidy,  Joseph.  An  elementary  treatise  on  human 
anatomy,  sd  ed.  Phil.,  Lippincott,  1889.  cloth, 
$4.00. 

This  work  is  compact,  scientifically  written, 

and  thoroughly  reliable.     If  something  more 

popular  is  wanted,  the  following  will  be  found 

useful : 
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DUTTON.  George.  Anatomy,  scientific  and  popular, 
ad  ed.  Bost..  Cynosure  Pub.  Co.,  1893.  (No 
price  given,  but  probably,  in  half  leather,  about 
$♦.00.) 

The  illustrations  are  from  standard  works 

and  the  text  is  accurate,  clear,  and  concise, 

and  written  in  easy  style. 

Waller,  A.  D.  An  introduction  to  human  physi- 
ology, ad  ed.  N.  Y.,  Longmans,  1893.  cloth, 
$♦.00. 

This  is  scientific  and  accurate,  but  not  too 

scientific  for  such  a  library,  and  would  rank 

with  Leidy. 

Martin,  H.  N.  The  human  body.  (American 
Science  Series.)     N.  Y.,  Holt,  x88i.     cloth,  $a.75. 

As  a  more  popular  work,  to  rank  with  Dut- 
ton,  this  will  be  found  useful.  Has  a  supple- 
mentary chapter  which  may  be  had  separately, 
I  believe. 

QUAIN,  Richard,  editor.  A  dictionary  of  medicine, 
including  general  pathology,  general  therapeutics, 
hygiene,  and  the  diseases  peculiar  to  women  and 
children;  by  various  writers.  New  ed..  revised, 
with  an  American  appendix,  av.  N.Y.,  1894. 
half  mor.,  ^15.00. 

This  book  is  exactly  what  it  professes  to  be, 

a  dictionary  oi practice  of  medicine,  and  «^/a 

medical  dictionary ;  and  it  gives  all  that  is 

really  needed  on  those  subjects. 

In  surgery,  I  follow  the  same  plan  as  in 

medicine  and  recommend  the  following  : 

Heath,  Christopher,  editor.  Dictionary  of  practical 
surgery,  by  various  British  hospital  surgeons, 
av.  in  I.  Phil.,  Lippincott,  1886.  cloth.  $7.50; 
sheep,  58.50. 

I  believe  a  new  edition  is  coming  out  in 

England.    This  book  gives,  in  language  as 

untechnical  as  can  be  employed,  all  that  the 

casual  reader  needs. 

On  general  nursing,  the  latest  and  best 
book  is  the  following  : 

Hampton.  Isabel  A.  Nursing;  its  principles  and 
practice,  ad  ed.  Phil.,  W.  B.  S.iunders,  1894. 
cloth,  $a.oo. 

Still  good,  although  not  quite  up  to  date,  is 

this  work  : 

Weeks,  C.  S.  Text  book  of  nursing.  N.  Y.,  Ap- 
pleton.  c.  1885.     cloth.  ^^.75. 

Blakiston  and  Lippincott  both  publish  vari- 
ous books  on  special  kinds  of  nursing  which 
may  be  bought  if  needed.  For  reference,  take 
The  Trained  Nurse ^  monthly,  |2.oo  a  year, 
(New  York).  This  gives  much  valuable  in- 
formation in  the  course  of  the  year  and  does 
away  with  the  necessity  of  having  a  large 
number  of  books  on  the  subject.  It  is  one  of 
the  best  edited  and  brightest  periodicals  with 
which  I  am  acquainted. 


I  would  also  recommend  for  refere 

Billings.  J.  S.,  aiuf  Kurd,  A.  M..«(f«tor«. 
dispensaries,  and  nursing ;  papers  and  d; 
in  the  International  Congress  of  Chan 
rections,  and   Philanthropy,  Section  3, 
1893.     Bait.,  Johns   Hopkins  Univ.  Pre 
cloth,  S5.00. 

This  is  a  veritable  mine  of  informat 
all  the  subjects  named  in  the  title. 

Closely  allied  to  nursing  is  massage, . 
give  two  good  books  on  the  subject : 

Kleen,  Emil.     Handbook  of  Massage.     Tr.  . 
M.    Hartwell.      Phil.,    Blakiston,    1899.     c 

OsTROM,  K.  W.  Massage,  and  the  original  Swe 
movement,  ad  ed.  Phil.,  Blakiston,  1894.  cl 
|z.oo. 

The  subject  of  hygiene,  personal  and  publ 
is  one  in  which  all  libraries  should  be  parti 
ularly  interested.    At  least  one  good  periot 
ical  should  be  taken  for  reference.     The  Safk 
itarian,  monthly,  $4.00  a  year  (New  York),  i* 
the  best  monthly  published  in  this  country, 
devoted  to  general  hygiene.     "Abstracts   of 
Sanitary  Reports'*  is  published  weekly  by  the 
Marine  Hospital  Service,  Washington,  D.  C, 
and  is  sent  free  on  application.    This  con- 
tains   official    information   about  quarantine, 
and  also  gives  the  vital  statistics  of  the  United 
States  and  other  countries. 

The  health  reports  of  one's  own  state  can  be 
secured  on  application,  and  doubtless  those  of 
contiguous  states.  Some  of  the  states  seem  to 
specialize  in  their  reports.  For  instance : 
Massachusetts  and  New  York  are  inclined  to 
investigate  questions  of  water  supply.  Mas- 
sachusetts has  published  a  special  report,  in 
two  volumes,  on  water  examination  and  anal- 
ysis, written  by  experts.  It  is  the  most  ex- 
haustive work  on  the  subject  written  and  pub- 
lished in  this  country.  New  York,  also,  in  the 
later  reports  takes  up  the  question  of  the  purity 
of  the  Croton  water,  and  the  protection  of  the 
water-shed  and  reservoirs  from  filth.  Michigan 
is  inclined  to  disseminate  information  on  pub- 
lic health,  and  has  a  series  of  Sanitary  Con- 
ventions held  three  or  four  times  a  year  at 
different  points  in  the  stale  and  reported  sep- 
arately. Michigan,  too,  has  but  lately  taken 
up  the  fight  against  tuberculosis  as  an  infec- 
tious disease.  Minnesota  pays  special  atten- 
tion to  infectious  diseases.  Illinois  is  the  one 
agency  which  has  done  more  to  raise  the 
standard  of  medical  education  than  any  other ; 
and  in  the  Conspectus  of  Medical  Education 
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in  the  United  States,  of  which  a  new  edition 
comes  out  every  year  or  so,  will  be  found  a 
succinct  history  of  every  medical  college  in 
the  country.  Tennessee  publishes  a  monthly 
bulletin  which  besides  giving  local  statistics 
has  usually  some  good  general  information  on 
public  hygiene. 

Stevenson.  Thomas,  and  Murphy,  S.  F.  A  treat- 
ise on  hygiene  and  public  health.  3V.  Phil., 
Blakiston.  1892-94.  $17.00.  Vols,  i*^  are $12.00, 
and  can  be  bought  separately. 

This  is  an  exhaustive  and  valuable  work  of 

reference,  and  saves  buying  several  smaller 

reference  books.     It  treats  all  the  essentials  of 

■ 

private  and  personal  hygiene,  clothing,  foods, 
dwellings,  and  drainage ;  and  the  section  on 
infectious  diseases,  with  the  numerous  bacteri- 
ological plates,  is  especially  vauable.  Vol.  3 
is  not  so  necessary  as  vols.  1-2,  being  entirely 
devoted  to  the  health  and  lunacy  legislation 
of  Great  Britain. 

As  a  complete  one-volume  work  on  public 
hygiene,  not  too  large  or  valuable  to  circulate 
and  yet  good  for  reference,  I  would  recom- 
mend : 

ROHE,  George  H.  Text-book  of  hygiene ;  a  compre- 
hensive treatise  upon  the  principles  and  practice 
of  preventive  medicine  from  an  American  stand- 
point. 3d  ed.  Phil.,  F.  A.  Davis,  1894.  cloth, 
$3.00. 

On  personal  hygiene,  I  would  recommend  : 

Morris,  Malcolm,  <?rf//or  Book  of  Health.  3d  ed. 
N.  Y.,  Cassell,  1884.     cloth,  $5.00. 

I  can  recommend  for  circulation  the  entire 

series  of  Health  Primers,  (N.Y.,  Appleton,  40 

cents  each).     There  are  nine  volumes  in  this 

series,  and,  although  small,  they  give  all  that 

is  necessary  on  many  subjects.      A  late  and 

reliable  work  on  personal  hygiene  is: 

Yorke-Davis.  N.  E.  Health  and  condition  in  the 
active  and  sedentary.  N.  Y.,  Stokes,  1895.  cloth, 
52.00. 

Some  of  the  school  hygienes  are  excellent 

works  while  many  are  not.     The  following  is 

a  late  one  and  has  much  originality  : 

Edwards,  J.  F.  Hygiene  with  anatomy  jind  physi- 
ology. N.  Y.,  Catholic  School  Book  Company, 
1895.     cloth.  |2.oo. 

There  are  two  divisions  of  hygiene  —  foods, 

and  exercise,  —  where  more  books  will  be  of 

use  than  in  some  other  divisions.     I  give  a 

selection  of  .titles  in  each  class  : 

Blvthe,  A.  W.  Foods;  their  composition  and 
analysis,  Lond.,  1877.  (N.  Y.,  Scribner's  Im- 
portations.)    cloth,  $6.40. 

FoTHERGii.L,  [.  Milner.  Manual  of  dietetics.  N. 
Y..  Wood.  1886.     cloth.  $2.50. 

Thompson,  Sir  Henry.  Food  and  feeding.  8th  ed. 
N.  Y.,  Wame,  n!  d.,  p.  1884.     cloth.  $1,2$. 


Yeo.  G.  F.  Food  in  health  and  disease.  Phil.,  Lea 
Bros. ,  N.  D.    cloth,  I2.00. 

Of  books  on  exercise  and  physical  educa- 
tion the  library  can  afford  to  have  for  circula- 
tion at  least  a  dozen  of  these  inexpensive 
manuals.  I  mean  a  dozen  good  ones  ;  not  such 
as  are  published  by  cheap  houses  and  com- 
plied by  hack  writers,  but  those  written  by 
able  and  responsible  men  and  women  : 

BlsSELL,  Mar>'  T.  Physical  development  and  exer- 
cise for  women.  N.  Y.,  Dodd,  Mead  &  Co., 
(Portia  series)  1891.     cloth.  $1.25. 

Galbraith,  Anna  M.  Hvgicne  and  physical  cul- 
ture for  women.  N.  Y.,  Dodd,  Mead  &  Co., 
i8q5.     cloth,  S1.75. 

Blaikie,  William.  How  to  get  strong  and  how  to 
stay  so.     N.  Y.,  Harper,  1879.     cloth, $1.00. 

Check  LEY,  Edwin.  Natural  method  of  physical 
training.  New,  rev.  ed.  Brooklyn,  Bryant,  1892. 
cloth,  $1.50. 

Knauff,  Theo.  C.  Athletics  for  physical  culture. 
N.  Y.,  Tait,  1894.     cloth,  $2.00. 

Maclaren,  Archibald.  Physical  education.  New 
ed.  Oxford,  Clarendon  Press.  (N.  Y.,  Macmil- 
lan),  1895.    cloth,  $2.50. 

Proctor,  K.  A.  Strength :  how  to  get  strong  and 
how  to  keep  strong.  N.  Y.,  Longmans,  1889. 
cloth,  75c. 

Thornton,  T.  P.  Training  for  health,  strength, 
speed,  and  agility.  N.  Y.,  Excelsior  Pub.  House, 
1890.     cloth,  $1.00. 

Of  those  named,  Bissell,  and  Galbraith,  are 
partly  popular  and  technical;  Checkley, 
Maclaren,  and  Thornton,  are  technical ;  Blaik- 
ie, Knauff,  and  Proctor,  are  rather  more  popu- 
lar. Maclaren,  is  the  most  scientific  of  all, 
being  a  complete  drill-book  for  the  gymnasium. 

In  closing  I  give  a  number  of  miscellaneous 
works,  nearly  all  popular  or  semi-popular,  on 
various  subjects : 

Reade,  H.  H.  Study  of  stimulants  in  relation  to 
intellectual  life.     Manchester,  1883.    cloth,  3/6. 

Dowse,  E.  S.  Brain  and  nerve,  and  on  the  exhaus- 
tions of  influenza.  Lond.,  Bailliere,i892.  cloth,  2/6. 

MrrcHELL,  S.  Weir.  Doctor  and  patient.  Phil., 
Lippincott,  1894.    S^-SO- 

Fat  and  blood.    3d  ed.  Phil.,  Lippincott,  1894. 

$1.50. 

Wear  and  tear;  or,  hints  for  the  overworked, 

5th  ed.     Phil.,  Lippincott,  1894.   $x.oo. 

Day,  W.  H:  Headaches;  their  nature,  causes  and 
treatment.  4th  ed.  Lond.,  Churchill,  1888. 
cloth,  7/  6. 

FoTHERGILL,  J.  Milner.  Diseases  of  sedentary  and 
advanced  life.  N.  Y.,  Appleton,  1885.  cloth, 
$2.00. 

Bealk,  Lionel  S.  Slight  ailments.  3d.  ed.  Phil.. 
Blakeston.  1890.     cloth,  51-25. 

TVNDALL,  John.  Floating  matter  of  the  air  in  rela- 
tion to  putrefaction  and  infection.  N.  Y.,  Ap- 
pleton, 1892.     cloth,  $1.50. 

WoouiIEAD,  G.  S.  Bacteria  and  their  products. 
(Contemporary  Science  Series.)  London,  Scott, 
1892.  (N.  v..  Scribner's  Importations),  cloth, 
$1.25. 

PRUODEN,  T.  M.  Drinking  water  and  ice  supplies 
and  their  relation  to  health  and  disease.  N.  Y., 
Putnam's,  1891.    cloth,  75c. 
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VALUE    OF    LOCAL    HISTORY    IN    A    PUBLIC    LIBRAR 

BY   MINERVA  A.  SANDERS,  LIBRARIAN,  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  PAWTUCKET,   R. 


TN  reply  to  the  question,  "What  is  the  prac- 
tical value  of  a  collection  of  local  history  in 
a  library?*'    I  wish  to  give  an  illustration  of 
its  value  in  one  instance. 

In  considering  a  subject  for  the  graduating 
exercises  for  the  summer  term  of  the  grammar 
grades  of  the  public  schools  of  Pawtucket, 
Rhode  Island  was  suggested  ;  but  where  was 
the  material?  Naturally,  the  librarian  was 
consulted.  W^ile  we  knew  that  we  had  his- 
tory, biography,  some  literature,  and  a  few 
speeches,  it  did  not  seem  to  be  at  first  thought 
a  rich  mine  to  explore.  But  when  we  had  col- 
lected all  matter,  bound  and  unbound,  bearing 
upon  the  state,  or  written  by  native  authors, 
and  had  marked  selections  for  declamation, 
and  subjects  for  essays  and  sketches,  we  found 
a  greater  difficulty  in  utilizing  so  much  mater- 
ial. The  more  so  that  while  the  work  of  se- 
lection was  in  progess  we  recived  a  valuable 
collection  of  Rhode  Island  books  and  pamph- 
lets, historical,  political,  literary,  educational, 
and  social,  numbering  nearly  eight  hundred. 

The  library  was  made  the  headquarters,  and 
after  weeks  of  reading  and  selecting,  the  follow- 
ing program  was  arranged ,  each  number  either 
directly  t)earing  upon  the  state,  or  written  by  a 
native  author. 

Theme.  Rhode  Island. 

Our  State.  "She  fills  but  a  small  space  upon 
the  country's  map,  but  the  deeds  of  her  sons  in 
field  and  council  fill  a  large  space  in  the  country's 
history." 

Chorus. — Patriot  sons  of  patriot  sires. 

o     .,  ,.  (  a.  Rhode  Island's  gift. 

Recitation.-  j  ^   ^^^^^^  j^j^^^    ^ 

Essay. — The  life  and  influence  of  Roger  Williams. 

Recitation. — The  banishment  of  Roger  Williams. 

Recitation. — What  Cheer ! 

Chorus. — Evening  bells. 

Essay. — The  development  of  Rhode  Island  under 
the  Royal  Charter. 

Declamation. — Mount  Hope. 

Essay. — Rhode  Island  during  the  Revolution. 

Recitation. — Dorothy's  Hollow. 

Recitation. — The  romance  of  a  rose. 

Essay. — Rhode  Island's  influence  since  the  Revolu- 
tion. 

Chorus — Battle  hymn  of  the  Republic. 

&aay. — Rhode  Island's  progress  in  industries  and 
education. 

Chorus — Great  western  land.  (Both  words  and 
music  by  native  authors.) 

Declamation. — Eulogy  on  Henry  Wilson. 


Large    charcoal    sketches    of    plac 
events  of  historic  interest,  finely  exec 
the  pupils  were  hung  around  the   hal 
prising 

The    flag    of    New    England    used     durin 
administration  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros. 
The  coat  of  arms  of  Rhode  Island. 
The  church  of  Roger  Williams. 
The  burning  of  the  Gaspee. 
The  old  mill  at  Newport. 
The  old  Ballou  meeting-house  at  Smithfield. 
Pawtucket  Falls  in  1789. 
Pawtucket  Falls  in  1895. 

The  Governor  and  other  prominent  officia 
were  on  the  platform  beneath  the  state  flag:. 

As  the  story  of  the  state  was  told  from  it* 
settlement,  its  charter,  its  colonial  stnigg^les, 
its  Indian  wars;  as  its  educational  progress 
w«is  shown  from  its  three  private  schools,  to  its 
present  grand  system  embracing  over  one- 
thousand  public  schools ;  as  its  industries 
were  brought  out,  from  its  fisheries  and  ship 
building,  its  hand-spinning  and  weaving,  its 
first  cotton  mill,  to  its  extensive  manufactur- 
ing interests  of  to-day,  it  was  a  marvel  to 
all  who  listened  that  we  could  so  long  have 
lived,  and  have  known  so  little  of  our  own 
state;  and  when  the  glorious  "Battle  Hymn 
of  the  Republic"  (written  by  our  own  Julia 
Ward  Howe)  was  sung,  the  enthusiasm 
knew  no  bounds. 

Even  had  this  been  all,  we  should  have 
seen  the  practical  value  of  a  collection  of  local 
history;  for  the  amount  of  reading  done  by 
the  teachers,  the  librarian,  and  pupils  in  the 
preparation  of  the  exercises  was  invaluable. 
The  essays  developed  thought  worthy  of 
college  graduates. 

It  did  not  end  here ;  all  through  the  summer 
vacation  there  has  been  scarcely  a  day  when 
some  of  tlie  pupils  were  not  poring  over  the 
Rhode  Island  collection. 

The  interest  thus  awakened  continues,  and 
we  can  no  longer  regard  a  collection  of  local 
history  in  a  library  as  simply  **  a  reserve  supply 
for  journalists,  and  antiquarians,  and  Fourth  of 
July  orators." 
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A    HANDBOOK    OF    LIBRARY    ECONOMY. 


HV    ANDERSON    FI,  HOPKINS,  ASSISTANT,  MICHIGAN    I  NIVERSITY    LIBRARY. 


A  FI  ANDBOOK  of  library  oconoiiiy  such  as 
'^^  that  contemplated  in  this  paper  bids  fair  to 
be  a  labor  of  love,  at  least  in  the  bej|;inninj;  of 
whatever  history  it  may  be  destined  to  have. 
Therefore,  it  seems  especially  meet  that  any 
such  project  should  come  up  in  this  assembly 
for  consideration  and  discussion  before  too 
much  labor  has  been  expended  thereupon,  lest 
it  might  prove  to  be  labor  both  loved  and  lost. 

The  essential  form  of  a  handbook  of  library 
economy  has  materially  changed  in  the  last 
half-century.  It  is  interesting  as  well  as  in- 
stuctive  to  turn  back  to  that  monument  of  pa- 
tient industry,  Edward  Edwards'  Memoirs  of 
Libraries:  Including  a  Handbook  of  Library 
Economy,  or  to  Reuben  A.  Guild's  The  Libra- 
rian's Manual,  or  to  William  J.  Rhees'  ATanual 
of  Public  Libraries  .  .  .  of  North  America,  and 
compare  their  aims  and  ideals  with  those  of 
that  latest  excellent  little  manual  titled  Public 
Library  Handbook,  Denver,  for  which  Mr.  J. 
C.  Dana  and  his  able  staff  both  deserve  and 
receive  so  great  credit. 

This  more  modern  idea  is  exemplified  in  a 
number  of  manuals  of  recent  date.  Mr. 
Eletcher,  in  his  Public  Libraries  in  America, 
Miss  Plummer,  in  her  Hints  to  Small  Libraries, 
and  Mr.  Dana,  in  his  Public  Librarv'  Handbook, 
have  each  addressed  somewhat  diflferent  con- 
stituencies and  have  done  so  from  somewhat 
different  viewpoints.  Still  the  field  does  not 
seem  too  fully  occupied,  however  excellent 
these  manuals,  and  "good  wine  needs  no 
bush." 

The  idea  of  a  handbook,  which  perhaps 
might  better  be  called  a  dictionary,  has 
had  lodging-place  in  my  mind  for  a  number  of 
years  and  some  work  in  elaboration  of  the  idea 
has  been  done.  With  the  hope  that  the  enu- 
meration, or  mention,  of  a  few  of  the  ele- 
ments, or  features,  of  the  plan  would  call  forth 
suggestions  and  criticisms  leading  to  the 
further  elaboration  of  the  idea,  I  have  ventured 
to  bring  the  subject  before  you  to-day.  The 
.same  idea  was  briefly  shadowed  forth  last  year 
at  the  Lake  Placid  Conference  by  Mr.  J.  C. 
6 


Dana.  In  the  Proceedings  of  the  Sixth  .Session 
(see  Library  Journal^  19x153)  he  is  reported 
to  have  said  : 

"I  would  like  to  refer  to  the  Publishing 
Section  the  question  of  the  possibility  of  the 
Association's  compiling,  within  a  few  years, 
a  dictionary  of  library  economy.  This  would 
not  be  exactly  the  book  which  is  to  be  pub- 
lished by  the  Bureau  of  Education,  nor  would 
it  be  a  librar>'  handbook.  It  would  be  arranged 
on  some  such  plan  as  that  admirable  dictionary 
of  electricity  you  are  all  familiar  with,  giving 
briefly,  each  under  its  proper  entry,  directions 
in  regard  to  the  minor  details  as  well  as  the 
more  important  subjects  in  library  work." 

From  this  I  take  it  that  Mr.  Dana's  idea  is 
that  of  a  handbook  in  the  form  of  a  dictionary 
to  which  all  kinds  of  inquirers  may  be  referred. 
At  any  rate  my  notion  takes  some  such  shape 
as  that. 

Many  an  overworked  cataloger  has  sighed 
from  out  the  depths  of  his  weariness  :  **Oh  if 
there  were  only  some  book  which  would  give 
the  full  name,  with  date  of  birth  and  of  death 
of  all  writers,  how  happy  I'd  be  !  "  And  the 
reference-clerk  has  amended  the  wish  by  in- 
serting in  the  place  of  the  words  "all  writers" 
the  single  word  "everybody."  That  is  to  say, 
each  has  keenly  felt  the  need  of  a  reliable 
starting-point  in  looking  up  a  subject  within 
his  particular  province.  The  novice  in  library 
economy  (and  he  isn't  always  entirely  a  novice 
either)  often  feels  the  same  keen  need  of  a 
starting-point  in  his  work.  Now  the  question 
arises  how  far  may  a  handbook  of  library 
economy  arranged  in  the  form  of  an  encyclo- 
pedic dictionary  serve  the  purpose  ? 

There  has  been  accumulated  in  the  Library 
Jourfial,  and  various  other  periodical  publica- 
tions and  treatises  liolh  large  and  small,  a  vast 
body  of  what  has,  aptly  enough,  been  called 
*' library' doctrine  ;"  but  there  exists  no  ade- 
quate key  to  unlock  this  storehouse.  Often- 
times it  is  no  small  trouble,  even  for  one  who 
is  well  trained  in  such  work,  to  search  out  a 
desired  best  ruling  ;  consequently  it  is  often 
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much  easier  for  an  untrained  man  to  make  a 
ruling,  which  "  will  do  for  the  time,"  than  to 
search  out  and  find  the  best.  The  result  is 
not  difficult  to  foresee.  To  what  extent  might 
an  encyclopedic  dictionary  obviate  this  diffi- 
culty? 

The  art  of  library  management  has  been 
growing  apace  of  late  years  and  its  terminol- 
ogy, together  with  that  of  its  allied  arts,  such 
as  publishing,  printing,  and  bookbinding,  has 
become  large  and  is  daily  growing  larger,  with 
the  result  that  many  of  the  terms  are  strange 
even  to  well-informed  librarians.  For  a  simple 
instance :  how  many  practical  librarians  present 
at  this  session  chance  to  know  the  exact  mean- 
ing of  the  term  "onion-paper,"  or  the  use  of 
the  article  itself,  or  where  quickly  to  find  out 
either  the  one  thing  or  the  other.  Yet  such 
paper  is,  or  ought  to  be,  in  daily  use  in  any 
much-frequented  library. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  difficulties  which  it 
seems  not  unlikely  an  encyclopedic  dictionary 
of  library  economy  might  largely  help  to  over- 
come. It  seems  unnecessary  to  detail  others 
because  there  are  many  which  will  at  once  sug- 
gest themselves  to  the  thought  of  experienced 
librarians  ;  as,  for  example,  the  readiness  with 
which  comparison  may  be  made  between  sys- 
tems or  methods ;  and  again,  the  delightful 
ejise  with  which  inexperienced  inquirers  may 
be  satisfied,  as  opposed  to  the  present  slow 
process. 

Judging  from  such  examination  as  I  have  thus 
far  been  able  to  give  the  subject,  the  letters  of 
the  alphabet  will  average  somewhere  between 
thirty  and  forty  words  apiece,  exclusive  of 
cross-references.  This  means  that  such  a 
dictionary  as  is  here  contemplated  would  con- 
tain about  one  thousand  articles  arranged 
alphabetically  by  subjects,  besides  a  consider- 
able number  of  cross-references.  These 
articles  would  naturally  vary  greatly  in  length 
and  method  of  treatment  according  to  the 
subject.  Many  would  be  very  brief;  others 
would  cover  several  pages ;  some  would  be 
tabular. 

In  addition  to  the  aforementioned  entries 
such  a  dictionary  should  contain  a  carefully 
prepared,  and  perhaps  annotated,  bibliogra- 
phy. This  bibliography  might  well  be  detailed 
and  form  an  appendix  to  the  work  ;  each  arti- 
cle in  the  bibliography  being  numbered  in 
puch  manner  that  when  referred  to  in  the  body 


of  the  work  only  the  number  need  I 
special  type-face  serving  to  make  the 
entirely  clear.     By  this  means,  and  i 
the  order  of  arrangement  of  the  nu 
would  be  an  easy  matter  for  the  con 
express  a  judgment  as  to  the  relative 
the  works  cited. 

For  example,  suppose  in  the  article  oi 
binding  it  were  desired  to  cite  Brassi 
Crane,  Cundall,  Nicholson,  Prideaux,  Th 
and  Zaehnsdorf.    Each  of  these  titles  s 
have  its  proper  annotation  in  the  bibliogi 
at  the  end  of  the  dictionary  and  be  duly  \ 
bered  there.    When  referred  to  in  the  ai 
on  bookbinding  the  number  only  wouK 
used,  and  the  place  in  the  article  where 
number  appeared  would  depend  upon  the . 
mediate  subject  of  that  part  of  the  artic 
Certainly    Prideaux   might    be    dted    und 
bibliography  of  the  subject ;  Thoinan,  und 
biography  of  French    binders ;    Brassingtoi 
and  Cundall,  under  the  general  history  of  th* 
subject ;  and  so  on  through  the  list.    Whert 
two  or  more  numbers  were  cited  the  order  oi 
citation  would  express  a  judgment  of  relative 
merit  of  the  works  cited.    The  value  of  this 
judgment  afler  its  expression  is  an  altogether 
different  matter  and  need  not  be  discussed 
here. 

Perhaps  the  mention  of  a  bibliography  has 
brought  to  mind  the  question,  what  would  be 
its  best  order  of  arrangement  ?  This  is  to  me 
an  unsolved  puzzle.  Suggestions  would  be 
very  welcome.  Such  a  bibliography  would 
have  a  number  of  uses  and  the  order  which 
would  best  subserve  one  purpose  would  not, 
or  at  any  rate  might  not,  be  at  all  convenient 
for  another.  My  present  inclination  is  toward 
a  simple  arrangement  of  the  entire  bibliogra- 
phy in  one  alphabet,  with  a  careful  index  of 
subjects;  but  the  question  is  too  complicated 
to  be  settled  hastily. 

The  best  indexing  of  such  a  work  is  another 
question  upon  which  too  much  light  has  not 
yet  been  shed.  Of  course  every  one  has  in 
mind  at  once  two  notable  examples  :  Grove's 
Dictionary  of  Music  and  Musicians,  and 
Lamed's  History  for  Ready  Reference.  These 
may  be  said  to  represent  the  two  extremes  of 
indexing  methods,  and  are  applied  to  works 
of  great  scope,  but  it  is  surely  pertinent  to  ask 
which  is  the  better  method  to  apply  to  an 
encyclopedic  dictionary  of  library  economy  ? 


RANCK, 


43 


NEED    OF    ADDITIONAL    COPYRIGHT    DEPOSITORIES. 

BY  SAMUEL  H.  RANCK,  ENOCH  PRATT  FREE  LIBRARY,  BALTIMORE. 


'T^HE  period  of  the  revival  of  learning  and  of 
the  restoration  to  the  world  of  the  won- 
derful civilization  and  literature  of  Greece 
taught  scholars  to  look  backward,  instead  of 
forward,  for  the  golden  age  of  literature,  of 
science,  and  of  art.  The  literary  works  of  the 
ancients  were  so  precious  that  libraries  were 
founded  for  collecting  and  hoarding  them,  and 
then  it  was  that  the  worship  of  books  was 
taught  to  men.  The  thought  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  library  of  Alexandria,  with  all  its 
reputed  treasures,  was  an  ever-present  night- 
mare with  the  librarian  of  those  days ;  and 
under  new  conditions  he  still  retained  the  old 
idea  :  he  considered  himself  the  keeper  of 
books  and  of  the  knowledge  and  the  light  that 
may  be  found  in  them. 

The  modern  idea  of  the  librarian  is  that  of 
the  distributer,  rather  than  the  keeper  of 
books  ;  but  the  idea  of  the  "  keeper  "  is  not 
entirely  lost.  Almost  every  librarian  feels 
that  he  owes  something  to  his  successor  and 
to  the  public  of  the  future.  He  believes  that 
he  ought  to  preserve  for  them  as  complete  a 
record  as  possible  of  every  human  activity — 
the  life  and  the  work  of  the  people  of  his  day. 
In  this  view  the  library  is  a  museum  of  civili- 
zation, accumulating  and  preserving  the  results 
of  human  progress  or  degeneration.  Never- 
theless, the  work  of  collecting  and  preserving 
is  important,  and  many  libraries  are  doing  it 
for  their  communities,  as  far  as  it  lies  in  their 
power  ;  but  the  larger  the  community  and  the 
greater  the  number  of  books,  the  more  diffi- 
cult such  a  task  becomes. 

Too  many  librarians,  however,  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  the  work  of  collecting 
and  preserving  for  the  future,  attempt  to  do 
too  much.  Libraries  in  the  same  community 
overlap  each  other  in  a  way  that  is  often 
wasteful ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  they  neglect 
to  preserve  matters  of  importance.  Almost 
everything  depends  on  the  whims  or  tastes 
of  the  persons  who,  for  the  time,  may  happen 
to  be  in  charge  of  the  library.  It  seems  that 
the  time  has  come  when  libraries  should  have 


a  very  clear  understanding  of  the  work  each 
one  is  to  do  in  the  line  of  collecting  for  pres- 
ervation. 

Many  of  our  public  libraries  of  a  popular 
character  add  from  five  to  fifteen  thousand 
volumes  every  year,  and  they  must  do  so  to 
supply  the  demand  for  new  books  and  to  do 
the  work  they  ought  to  do ;  but  how  many  of 
these  books  will  be  so  much  as  even  remem- 
bered by  the  most  intelligent  general  reader 
one  hundred  years  hence  ?  The  library  that 
continues  buying  ten  thousand  volumes  a  year 
for  a  century,  and  preserves  them,  as  almost 
every  library  is  now  doing,  will  then  have 
over  a  million  books,  a  number  that  is  exceeded 
by  only  two  or  three  libraries  in  the  world 
to-day. 

The  expense  of  administration,  and  the  in- 
terference of  tens  and  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  unused  volumes,  will  force  most  of  our 
libraries  to  carry  only  a  working  stock.  These 
libraries  must  discriminate  and  they  should 
not  attempt  to  collect  and  preserve,  except  in 
very  limited  fields  ;  but  there  ought  to  be  a  few 
libraries  whose  particular  work  should  be  that 
of  gathering  and  saving  for  the  future.  These 
few  should  have  every  opportunity  of  getting 
all  the  material  within  their  field,  so  that  they 
could  be  depended  upon,  for  all  time,  to  have 
everything  within  their  intended  limits. 

To  show  the  need  of  systematic  collection 
for  preservation,  to  point  out  a  method  to 
insure  a  more  reasonable  degree  of  complete- 
ness and  safety,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  make 
such  a  collection  more  accessible  to  the  stu- 
dents of  this  and  succeeding  generations,  is 
the  purpose  of  this  paper. 

Books  of  local  interest  and  value  are  con- 
stantly published,  but  they  do  not  get  into  the 
regular  channels  of  the  trade,  and  so  they  are 
lost  to  the  libraries  and  to  the  future.  This 
state  of  things  must  continue  so  long  as  present 
methods  are  followed.  In  how  many  states 
is  there  a  library  with  anything  like  a  complete 
collection  of  the  books,  not  to  mention  news- 
papers, pamphlets,  etc.,  published  within,  or 
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relating  to,  the  state  ?  There  is  not  a  library 
in  the  state  of  Maryland  where  one-third  of  the 
several  thousand  books  published  within  her 
borders  before  the  civil  war  can  be  found. 
The  same  is  true,  1  know,  of  other,  and  no 
doubt  to  some  extent  of  all,  the  states. 

You  may  say  that  most  of  these  books  de- 
serve to  be  forgotten.  It  may  be  true,  but 
nevertheless  they  were  once  a  part  of  the  life 
of  the  people.  Do  we  believe  that  the  census 
should  enumerate  only  the  "important"  men 
of  the  nation  ?  As  a  record  of  the  life  of  a 
people  a  complete  collection  of  their  books  is 
fully  as  important  Jis  the  enumeration  and 
classification  of  every  man,  woman,  and  child. 
As  no  one  can  select  the  "important" 
people  for  the  census  returns,  so  no  one  can 
select  the  "important"  books  for  a  collection 
that  must  represent  the  intellectual  life  of  the 
people  :  for  we  should  be  constantly  repeating 
the  experience  of  the  critics  who  would  have 
denied  the  earlier  works  of  a  Wordsworth,  or 
a  Byron,  and  many  other  great  writers,  when 
first  their  works  appeared,  a  [)lace  on  library 
shelves. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  pro- 
vides that  the  Congress  shall  have  power  "to 
promote  the  progress  of  science  and  uselul  arts, 
by  securing  for  limited  limes,  to  authors  and  in- 
ventors the  exclusive  right  to  their  respective 
writings  and  discoveries. "  In  accordance  with 
this  powerour  copyright  laws  have  been  passed. 
Such  laws  are  wise,  and  they  shouhl  apply  to 
citizen  and  alien  alike.  These  laws  give  the 
owner  of  the  copyright  a  great  monopoly,  and 
one  that  increases  in  value  with  the  growth  of 
population,  of  general  intelligence,  and  of 
libraries.  Even  now  a  publisher  can  safely 
count  on  disposing  to  libraries  alone  of  a  con- 
siderable edition  of  a  very  ordinary  book  ;  and 
there  is  an  ever  growing  demand  for  larger 
editions.  To  obtain  this  copyright  the  owner 
must  pay  a  fee  of  one  dollar  and  deposit  two 
copies  of  the  book  in  the  Librar>'  of  Congress 
(national  library)  at  Washington — all  of 
which  is  very  well  as  far  as  it  goes. 

But  our  copyright  law  provides  only  one  de- 
positor)' for  the  United  States.  On  the  other 
hand,  an  act  of  Parliament  provides  five  for 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  before  the  convenience  and 
rapidity  of  travel  by  railroad  there  were  eleven. 
The  British  law  requires  that  a  copy  of  every 


edition  o{  a  book  must  he  delivered  to  the 
British  Museum,  **  bound,  stitched  or  sewed 
together,  and  upon  the  best  paper  on  which 
the  book  is  printed."  Furthermore,  "copies 
of  every  edition  of  every  book  published  must, 
if  demanded,  be  delivered  to  an  officer  of  the 
Stationers'  Company  for  each  of  the  following 
libraries  :  the  Bodleian  Library,  the  Cambridge 
University  Library,  the  Advocates'  Library  at 
Edinburgh,  and  tlie  Library  of  Trinity  College, 
Dublin."  From  this  Source,  in  1893,  as  stated 
in  the  annual  report,  the  Bodleian  Library, 
Oxford,  received  39,619  volumes. 

And  now  be  it  remembered  that  the  area 
of  Great  Britjiin  and  Ireland  exceeds  the  area 
of  the  single  state  of  Colorado  by  less  than 
12,000  square  miles  —  Colorado  contains  103,- 
925.  On  the  other  hand,  the  population  of 
the  United  States  is  nearly  twice  that  of  the 
British  Isles.  On  the  basis  of  population  the 
United  States  should  have,  at  the  present 
time,  ten  depositories  for  the  five  of  the  British. 
Of  the  twenty  or  more  political  divisions  of 
Europe,  though  only  one  exceeds  the  United 
States  in  the  immber  of  its  inhabitants,  a  num- 
ber of  them  have  more  depositories.     * 

Again,  the  area  of  the  United  States  (in- 
cluding Alaska)  and  the  area  of  Europe  are 
so  nearly  equal  that  the  annexation  of  the  sin- 
gle province  of  Ontario  would  make  the  two 
areas  almost  exactly  tlu,'  same.  We  are  forced 
to  believe  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  centuries, 
at  the  very  most,  the  number  of  people  in  the 
United  States  will  exceed  the  present  number 
in  Europe,  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lions, an  average  of  one  hundred  per  square 
mile.  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Connecticut,  Massachusetts,  and  Rhode  Island 
already  exceed  this  average  —  the  average  per 
square  mile  in  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island  being  278  and  276  respectively.  One 
depository  is  not  enough  for  such  a  vast  num- 
ber of  people,  nor  for  such  a  large  area. 

By  the  census  of  1890  the  center  of  popula- 
tion of  the  United  States,  is  more  than  450 
miles,  in  an  air  line,  west  of  Washington.  For 
the  past  hundred  years  this  center  has  been 
moving  westward  at  the  rate  of  five  miles  a 
year,  and  we  know  that  for  many  years  this 
westward  movement  must  continue.  You 
must  travel  twenty  hours  on  the  fastest  express 
trains  to  reach  Washington  from  the  present 
center  of  population,  and  the  geographic  center 
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of  the  country  is  westward  of  the  Na'tional  capital 
more  than  a  journey  of  two  days.  Washington 
is  too  far  removed  from  the  masses  of  the 
people  to  be  the  only  depository. 

Whilst  there  are  a  dozen  or  more  languages 
in  Europe,  each  with  its  own  distinct  literature, 
in  the  United  States  the  English  language  is 
common  to  nearly  all  the  people ;  and,  if  pres- 
ent tendencies  continue,  the  proportion  of 
people  in  America  who  will  express  their 
thoughts  in  English,  will  be  greater  a  hundred 
years  hence  than  it  is  now.  A  great  multitude 
of  intelligent  and  educated  people,  speaking  a 
comnvon  language,  require  more  than  one 
depository  for  the  products  of  their  intellectual 
life. 

Under  the  present  arrangement  the  student 
of  the  history  of  California  must  cross  the  con- 
tinent if  he  wants  to  find  all  the  copyrighted 
books  that  are  now  published  in  the  Stale,  or 
relating  to  it,  and  a  hundred  years  hence  his 
need  to  go  to  W^ashington  will  be  even  greater : 
for  books  have  a  curious  way  of  disappearing. 
Can  the  national  library  at  Washington  assure 
the  student  of  1995  that  all  the  books  relating 
to  California  of  to-day  will  be  there  ?  Is  it  safe 
to  risk  everj'thing  in  one  place?  A  national 
library  is  subject  to  all  the  ordinary  risks  of  any 
library,  with  the  additional  risk  of  loss  by  an 
act  of  war.  We  need  only  recall  the  history  of 
our  own  national  library,  burned  by  the  British 
in  1814,  and  Washington  terrified  by  hostile 
armies  during  the  civil  war.  The  carefulness 
and  foresight  of  ordinary  business  affairs 
demand  that  all  should  not  be  risked  in  one 
place. 

All  these  difficulties  and  dangers  of  a  single 
depository  can  be  overcome  by  an  amendment 
to  the  law  of  copyright.  The  law  should  pro- 
vide for  more  depositories.  How  many  more 
will  be  largely  a  matter  of  judgment.  It  should 
provide,  first  of  all,  that  every  state  may  be 
assured  that  it  can  get,  within  the  state,  a  copy 
of  every  work  that  is  copyrighted  by  one  of  its 
citizens.  Where  it  should  be  deposited  would 
be  for  each  slate  legislature  to  decide  — the 
state  library,  the  state  historical  society,  or  the 
library  of  the  state  university,  suggest  them- 
selves as  proper  places. 

To  be  sure,  this  would  not  bring  into  the 
state  depository  all  the  works  relating  to  the 
state  ;  but  it  would  bring  very  many  of  them. 


and  especially  those  copyrighted  works  that 
are  now  most  difficult  or  impossible  to  get. 
Though  it  would  be  difficult  to  enforce,  and  it 
is  beyond  the  scope  of  national  legislation,  it 
would  not  be  unreasonable  for  each  state  to 
require  to  be  placed  in  the  state  depository  a 
copy  of  every  uncopyrighted  book  and  pamph- 
let, together  with  representative  newspapers 
and  periodicals. 

When  the  intellectual  needs  of  the  country 
will  demand  more  than  the  one  additional  de- 
pository for  the  works  of  each  state  (a  time 
that  is  sure  to  come,  if  it  is  not  already  here), 
Congress  can  designate  libraries  in  certain 
cities  to  receive  all  the  works  protected  by  the 
copyright  law,  thereby  duplicating  the  collec- 
tion at  Washington.  Such  additional  deposi- 
tories should  be  selected  with  special  reference 
to  geographical  location.  Depositories  in 
Chicago,  New  Orleans,  Denver,  and  San  Fran- 
cisco, in  addition  to  the  one  now  at  Washington, 
would  meet  the  needs  of  many  generations  of 
students.  With  depositories  for  the  state 
collections  and  national  depositories  in  the 
cities  mentioned,  seven  copies  of  every  book 
would  be  needed,  which,  in  proportion  to  the 
present  population,  is  three  less  than  the  num- 
ber required  by  the  British  copyright  law. 
Even  the  little  country  of  Portugal  requires  six 
copies. 

Of  the  advantages  of  these  additional  deposi- 
tories to  the  whole  people,  but  more  especially 
and  directly  to  the  students  and  authors  of 
future  generations,  there  can  be  no  doubt; 
and  these  advantages  would  increase  every 
year.  In  some  instances  the  demand  for  such 
extra  copies  would  be  a  burden  to  the  owner 
of  the  copyright  or  the  publisher,  as  is  the  pres- 
ent law;  in  others,  it  would  be  a  positive 
gain ;  and  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  a 
matter  of  little  or  no  consequence. 

The  details  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the 
plan  here  outlined  are  not  at  all  difficult ;  and 
they  will  no  doubt  suggest  themselves  at  once 
to  those  who  would  have  its  execution  in 
charge.  At  all  events,  they  should  frighten  no 
one.  That  a  number  of  European  countries 
have  several  depositories,  and,  also,  that  the 
Bodleian  Library  received  through  the  copy- 
right law  nearly  forty  thousand  volumes  in  a 
single  year,  are  facts  that  show  that  the  plan 
is  entirely  feasible. 
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BEST    METHOD    OF    CHANGING    A  SUBSCRIPTION   LIBRARY 

TO    A    FREE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 


BY   C.  W.  MCCLINTOCK,  OIL   CITY,  PA. 


T^HIS  question,   remaining  unanswered  at 
Lake  Placid,  is  a  very  important  and  far- 
reaching  one. 

The  most  usual  methods  are,  by  endowment, 
and  by  government  aid.  By  the  first,  most  of 
the  large  libraries  have  been  built  up  and  sus- 
tained. By  the  second,  the  admirable  system 
of  the  State  of  New  York  inaugurated. 

The  latter  is,  in  my  judgment,  by  far  the 
better  way,  practically  ;  because  the  important 
point  of  selection  of  books  is  under  the  control 
of  men  and  women  amply  competent,  intel- 
lectually. 

The  endowment  plan  ensures  a  vast  aggre- 
gation of  books,  but  has  one  great  drawback, 
viz. :  that  while  the  trustees,  as  usually  chosen, 
are  men  of  integrity  and  high  standing  in  their 
respective  communities,  they  are  apt  to  be 
retired  merchants,  doctors,  etc.  ;  all  very  esti- 
mable gentlemen,  but  considerably  fossilized  ; 
believing  their  duty  done  when  the  funds 
intrusted  to  their  care  are  safely  invested,  and 
they  have  appointed  a  buying  committee, 
whose  selections  of  books  are  not  as  carefully 
looked  after  as  the  cent  per  cent.  Hence  the 
mass  of  trash  supplied  at  the  call  of  a  volatile 
public,  who  would  be  vastly  better  off  without 
such  mind-diseasers  as  Dodo,  The  Quick  or 
the  Dead,  Green  Carnation,  Heavenly  Twins, 
et  id  genus  omne. 

Neither  of  these  plans  is  the  thing  for  sub- 
scription libraries  in  the  smaller  towns  and 
cities.  Having  given  this  subject  much 
thought,  I  find  the  difficulties  in  the  way  al- 
most insurmountable. 

Within  my  knowledge,  efforts  have  been 
made  to  interest  a  sufficient  number  of  gentle- 
men to  pledge  a  certain  sum  annually  for  a 
period  of  years,  the  total  to  be  ample  to  pay 
expenses  and  purchase  the  necessary  books. 
This  was  really  what  might  be  tenned  tem- 
porary endowment.  The  result  was  a  failure, 
for,  as  librarians  well  know,  the  men  of  most 
small  communities  are  not  patrons  of  libraries, 
and  I  believe  this  evil  prevails  to  some  extent 
even  in  large  cities. 


It  was  then  thought  the  desired  end  might 
be  reached  by  public  entertainments,  lectures, 
etc.  This  proved  to  be  a  very  slight  help 
towards  tlie  maintenance  of  a  library.  Again: 
contributions  were  solicited  and  well  responded 
to  ;  but  a  very  short  time  showed  this  method 
to  be  but  a  broken  reed.  Direct  taxation  was 
then  considered  and  a  canvass  made  of  the 
voting  population,  to  find  nothing  could  be 
done  in  that  way,  for  the  average  man  is  much 
more  sensitive  as  to  pocket  than  mind. 

Owing  to  the  peculiar  character  of  the  people 
of  our  Commonwealth  it  was  found  impossible 
to  secure  such  legislation  as  that  of  the  Empire 
State,  because  Pennsylvania  is  a  granger  state 
in  the  most  catholic  sense  of  the  word  ;  and 
the  jealousy  of  the  farmer  for  expected 
aggressions  of  the  larger  towns  and  cities 
stopped  any  action  of  this  kind. 

After  these  various  experiments  had  been 
tried  and  found  wanting,  it  was  thought  the 
end  could  be  reached  by  subsidizing  the  com- 
mon schools,  making  an  appropriation  for 
them  exclusively.  It  was  expected  this  plan 
would  not  be  opposed  by  the  farmers.  Such 
proved  to  be  the  fact.  An  act  was  passed  by 
the  last  legislature  giving  the  schools  the 
requisite  assistance  in  establishing  and  carry- 
ing on  free  libraries. 

We  all  know  that  the  rural  mind,  although 
slow,  is  generally  free  from  the  taints  received 
from  contact  with  large  city  life,  and  there- 
fore a  sturdy,  honest.  God-fearing  people  is 
found  in  isolated  communities.  While  few  of 
these  men  and  women  are  possessed  of  a  com- 
plete education,  there  is  little  doubt  that  in 
carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  law,  made 
especially  for  their  benefit,  they  will  see  to  it 
that  the  rocket-stick  kind  of  literature,  so 
freely  issued,  will  be  rigidly  excluded.  As 
yet  this  plan  is  but  an  experiment,  which  I 
believe  will  ultimately  settle  this  important 
matter  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

These  libraries,  established  under  this  act, 
will  ultimately  absorb  the  struggling  subscrip- 
tion institutions  and,  being  under  the  manage- 


PROCEEDINGS, 


47 


ment  of  persons  intellectually  and  morally 
competent,  the  consolidation  will  ensure  to 
old  and  young  that  comprehensive  and  ex- 
tended education  so  necessary  at  present. 
Modifications  and  improvements  may  be  found 
important,  but  the  finality  will  give  us  a  sys- 
tem even  better  than  the  traveling  libraries  of 
New  York. 

It  seems  to  me  that  legislation  to  this  end 
must  be  varied  and  such  as  is  needed  in  each 
of  the  states,  respectively.    It  is  very  clear,  by 


our  experience,  that  a  law  covering  the  ground 
and  adapted  to  the  state  of  New  York  would 
not  do  for  Pennsylvania ;  and  one  good  for  us 
might  be  found  useless  in  Virginia,  or  Texas. 

The  A.  L.  A.  has  an  extensive  and  untilled 
field  of  enormous  possibilities,  right  here ;  and 
the  practical  knowledge  of  its  members  will 
surely  enable  it  to  point  out  the  best  method 
or  methods  to  be  pursued,  by  each  and  all  of 
the  sisterhood  of  states  of  the  American 
Union. 


THE    PROCEEDINGS. 


Denver  and  Colorado  Springs,  August  13-16,  and  21,  1895. 


FIRST  SESSION. 

(Chamber  of  Commerce,  Tuesday  Morning, 

August  13.) 

President  H.  M.  Utley  called  the  meeting  to 
order  at  11.30  a.  m. 

C:  R.  DUDI^Y,  librarian  of  the  City  Library, 
introduced  Hon.  T :  S.  McMurray,  mayor  of 
Denver,  who  made  an  address  of  welcome. 

President  Utxby,  on  behalf  of  the  Associa- 
tion, made  response  of  thanks  to  the  mayor  for 
his  cordial  welcome  to  the  city. 

Mr.  Dudley  stated  that  Hon.  Platt  Rogers, 
ex-mayor  of  Denver  and  one  of  the  City  Library 
Committee,  had  been  expected  to  be  present  to 
address  this  meeting,  but  was  unavoidably 
absent  from  the  city  on  important  business. 

President  UTI^y  made  announcement  that 
owing  to  the  absence  of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
and  Assistant  Recorder,  the  executive  board 
had  appointed  for  this  Conference,  C:  Alex. 
Nelson  as  acting  Secretary  ;  E.  H.  Anderson  as 
acting  Treasurer ;  and  F  :  W.  Faxon  as  acting 
Assistant  Recorder. 

All  members  of  the  finance  committee  being 

absent,  also,   the  President  appointed  A.   K. 

Whitaker,    D.  A.  Campbell,   and  Caroline  H. 

Garland,  to  act  as  such  committee. 

The  following  other  committees  were  an- 
nounced : 

Resolutions. — F:  M.  Crunden,  W  :  H.  Brett, 
Agnes  Van  Valkenburg. 

Piace  of  next  meeting. — ^W:  R.  Eastman, 
Caroline  M.  Hewins,  H.  L.  Elmendorf. 


The  President  requested  that  those  members 
who  had  invitations  to  present  or  suggestions 
to  make  regarding  the  place  of  next  meeting 
confer  with  that  committee. 

consideration  of  report  of  last  meeting. 

Voted. — That    the    proceedings   of  the  last 

Conference,  as  printed,  be  approved. 

president's  address 

was  then  read. 

{See p.  J.) 

SECRETARY *S   REPORT. 

Verbal  statement  was  made  that  owing  to  ill- 
ness in  the  early  part  of  the  year  Secretary 
Hill  was  obliged  to  tender  his  resignation  to 
the  executive  board.  At  the  request  of  the 
President,  however,  that  fact  was  withheld  from 
publication,  and  the  Secretary  undertook  to 
supervise  preliminaries  and  preparations  for 
the  Denver  Conference,  provided  some  one  else 
would  attend  to  the  details. 

C  :  Alex.  Nelson,  upon  urgent  request,  kindly 
agreed  to  take  charge  as  acting  Secretary ;  and 
the  duties  of  office  have  been  faithfully  attended 
to  by  Mr.  Nelson,  both  before  and  including 
this  Conference.  Under  the  circumstances, 
neither  Mr.  Hill  nor  Mr.  Nelson  could  well 
prepare  a  formal  report  for  consideration  of  the 
Association. 

treasurer's    REPORT. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Treasurer,  a  summary 
was  read  by  Sec'y  Nelson.  The  full  report, 
with  its  vouchers,  was  referred  to  the  finance 
committee  of  the  present  meeting  for  audit. 
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TRKASURRR'S    RRPORT. 
Grorgb  Watson  Colk,   Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  American  Library  Association. 

1894.  Dr. 

Sept.  12.  To  fxalancc  reported  (I^ake  Placid  Conference,  p.  iii)  %  964.10 

Sept.  12,  1894,  to  July  31,  1895: 

To  fees  for  452  Annual    Menil)erships  at  #2.00  each  : 

For  1891,       I   %    2.00 

Kor  1892,       I  '. 2.00 

For  1893.      6  12.00 

Kor  1894.     78  156.00 

For  1895,  364     728.00 

For  1896,       2  400 

To  fees  for  19  Annual  Fellowships,  at  fcoo  each  :                                                %  904.00 

For  1894,      I  %  5.00 

For  1S95,    18  90.00 

To  fees  for  28  Library  Menil)crships,  at  fs-oo  each  :                                              %  95-oo 

For  1894,    2  .' I  10.00 

For  1895,26  130.00 

%  140.00 

To  life  membership  of  Nonnan  Williams,  Esq., 25.00 

To  sale  of  President  lyJirued's  address, i.oo 

To  interest  on  deposit,  Sept.  13,  1894,  to  Auj^;.  i,  1895, J5-44 

$2,144.54 

1894.  Cr. 

Sept.   15.  By  Frank  Boland  ;  railroad  ticket  froui  Albany  to  Lake  Placid  and  return %  9.00 

Sept.  21.  By  W.  H.  Conklin  ;  typewriting^  at  Lake  Placid  Conference, 5.69 

Sept.  21.  By  Great  N.W.Tel.  Co. ;  telegraph  charj^cs  at  Lake  Placid, 2  14 

Sept.  21.  By  Allen,  Todd  &  Irons;  printinj^  ballots, 3.25 

Sept.  21.  By  I-/ake  Placid  Hotel  Co. ;  Frank  T.  Boland's  board  during  Conference, 16.13 

Oct.      I.  By  Library  Bureau  ;  index  cards, 1.60 

Oct.    12.  By  Joseph  N.  Coue ;  Ixidges,  12.00 

Oct.     17.  By  Frank  T.  Boland  ;  services  as  stenographer  at  Lake  Placid, 41.10 

Oct.    17.  By  Grover  Brothers ;  letter  circulars, 11.50 

Oct.    17.  By  William  Stetson  Merrill;  postage, i.oo 

Oct.    18.  By  Langford  &  Thompson  ;  typewriting  Treasurer's  report, 2.00 

Oct.    22.  By  Citizen  Newspaper  Co.  ;  stamped  envelopes,  etc.,  (Secretary,) 12.00 

Oct.    22.  By  John  E.  Rowe  &  Son  ;  printing, 22.00 

Oct.    31.  By  PYank  P.  Hill  ;  expense  of  Secretary's  office, 49-13 

Nov.     7.  By  Library  Bureau  ;  Stationary  lor  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 8.66 

Nov.  20.  By  Ditto  for  Recorder, 1.32 

Nov.  20.  By  Frank  T.  Boland,  transcripts  of  Lake  Placid  proceedings, 79-90 

Dec.   28.  By  Library  Bureau;  stationery  for  President, •   2.78 

Dec.   28.  By  John  E.  Rowe  &  Son  ;  printing  and  exprcssage, 4.45 

1895- 

Feb.    21.  By  stamped  envelopes  and  postage-stamps  for  Treasurer 26.00 

Feb.    28.  By  M.  R.  Walter;  printing  papers  of  Lrke  Placid  Conference 299.92 

Mar.     I.  By  Weed-Parsons  Printing  Co.  ;  printirg  circulars  L.  P.  Conference, 13.00 

Mar.     I.  By  A.  J.  Doan  ;  printing  stamped  envelopes  and  billheads  for  Treasurer 5.75 

Mar.  16.  By  Publishers' Weekly  ;  ])rititing  and  mailing  Proceedings, 342-93 

April    8.  By  Emil  A.  Noltemyer ;  clerical  work  for  Treasurer, 6.13 

April  27.  By  Publishers*  Weekly  ;  printing  circulars  for  Public  Documents  Committee,..  9.75 
May      I.  By  E.  C  Hovey,  Treasurer  Endowment  Fund;  Norman  Williams  Life  Mem- 
bership transferred 25.00 

June      I.  By  A.  J.  Doan  ;  printing  circular  letters  for  Treasurer 1.75 

June      I.  By  John  S.  McAneny  ;  clerical  work  for  Treasurer, 3.35 

Juiie^i5.  By  Publishers' Weekly  ;  mailing  circulars  for  Denver  Conference, S.cx) 

July    30.  By  Discount  on  cheque  of  James  Yates, .21 

July    30.  By  Error  in  crediting  James  Yates  with  meml)crship  fee  for  1896, 2.00 

July    31.  By  Kay  Printing  Co. ;  printing  pamphlets  for  Denver  Conference, 6.25 

Aggregate  payments, $1,035.69 

Aug.     I.  Balance  on  deposit  with  the  New  Jersey  Title  Guarantee  &  Trust  Co., 1,108.85 

$2,144754 
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The  present  status  of  membership  (Aug.  i, 
1895)  is  as  follows : 
Honorary  Member  ( Dr.  Henry  Barnard)     i 

Life  Fellows 2 

Life  Members 28 

Annual  Fellows  (paid  for  1895) 18 

Annual  Members  (paid  for  1895) 364 

Library  Members  (paid  for  1895) 26 

Total, 439 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  the 
following  changes  have  taken  place  in  the 
membership  of  the  Association  : 

ADDITIONS : 

New  Members 73 

New  Life  Members i 

DBDUCTIONS  : 

Members  become  Life  Members i 

Removed  by  death 6 

Resignations 33 

Your  Treasurer  sent  out  reminders  to  mem- 
bers about  the  ist  of  April  and  again  about 
June  1st  to  those  who  had  not  heeded  the  first 
request  for  the  payment  of  dues.  His  books 
show  the  following  as  yet  unpaid : 

19  Annual  Memberships  for  1893, 
48  Annual  Memberships  for  1894, 
144  Annual  Memberships  for  1895, 
3  Annual  Fellowships  for  1895, 
I  Library  Membership  for  1894, 
I  Library  Membership  for  1895, 
representing  a  total  of  $447  still  due.    Quite  a 
large  percentage  of  this  amount  cannot  be  col- 
lected except  by  persistent  dunning.    I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  those  whose  dues  have  been 
running  for  some  time,  say  for  two  or  three 
years,  ahould  be  dropped  from  the  list,  as  their 
retention  is  only  a  matter  expense  to  the  Asso- 
ciation.   It  would    seem  as  if  some   action 
should  be  taken  by  the  Association  in  order  to 
rid  its  membership  roll  of  those  whose  interest 
has  seemed  to  lapse. 

By  reference  to  the  financial  statement  above 
submitted  it  will  be  seen  that  the  balance  of 
$964.10,  reported  at  the  Lake  Placid  Confer- 
ence has  been  a  little  more  than  spent  in  the 
interval  following,  the  total  expenditures  hav- 
ing been  $1,035.69.  As  suggested  in  my  last 
report,  I  think  the  Association  should  adopt 
the  policy  of  living  within  its  income,  which  at 
present  seems  certainly  adequate  for  all  reason- 
able expenses.  The  past  history  of  the  Asso- 
ciation strongly  appeals  for  th^  ^option  of 
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such  a  policy,  which  should  be  rigidly  adhered 
to. 

None  of  the  papers  and  proceedings  of  past 
Conferences  have  been  sold  during  the  year. 
Several  members  have  reported  the  loss  of 
copies  in  the  mails.  In  all  such  cases  the 
losses  have  been  made  good. 

There  are  now  on  hand  the  following  publi- 
cations : 

4  copies  of  Milwaukee  Conference  (1886). 

36      "      *'  Thousand      Islands    Conference 

(1889.) 
79     **      **  St.  Louis  Conference  (1880). 
21      **      *•  White      Mountains     Conference 

(1890). 
25      **      **  San  Francisco  Conference  (1891). 
7      **      "  Lakewood  Conference  (1892). 
78     **      **  Lake  Placid  Conference  (1894). 
900     **      **  President  Lamed*s  Address  (1894). 


NBCROU>GY. 

I.  Miss  Ai«mira  Lbach  Hayward  (A.  L.  A., 
No.  102,  1877),  librarian  of  the  Public  Library 
in  Cambridge,  Mass., died  Oct.  nth,  1894,  from 
a  faW.  in  the  library  building.  She  was  arrang- 
ing reference  books  in  the  reading-room,  adja- 
cent to  the  new  children's  room,  and  after 
placing  a  book  upon  the  upper  shelf,  stepped 
dovm  and  out  backward  into  a  temporarily  un- 
covered opening  in  the  floor,  and  fell  to  the 
basement  below.  Death  was  almost  instanta- 
neous. 

Miss  Hayward  was  a  graduate  of  Wheaton 
Seminary,  and  in  early  life  taught  school 
in  Cambridge,  in  Lookout  Mountain,  Tenn., 
and  in  the  Normal  School  at  Providence,  R.  I. 
In  June,  1874,  she  was  elected  city  librarian  of 
the  Cambridge  Athenaeum,  or  Dana  Library, 
being  then  opened  to  the  public,  although  it 
was  not  formally  designated  as  the  Cambridge 
Public  Library  until  1879.  At  this  time  it  was 
housed  in  the  second  floor  of  Masonic  Hall  in 
Cambridgeport.  Here  it  remained  cramped 
though  small,  despite  many  appeals  from  the 
librarian,  until  the  munificence  of  Mr.  Rindge 
provided  for  it  a  handsome  stone  building  in  a 
pleasant  and  convenient  situation. 

The  library  was  opened  in  its  new  quarters  in 
August,  1889,  and  from  that  time  grew  rapidly 
in  size  and  usefulness,  and  took  an  entirely 
new  position  in  the  community.  This  was  in 
large  measure  the  result  of  the  respect  and 
afiection    inspired    by    Miss  Hayward,  whose 
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wide  sympathies,  refined  taste,  and  literarj^  and 
artistic  enthusiasm  lent  an  added  dignity  to 
her  occupation.  She  was  conservative  by  na- 
ture, but  if  she  did  not  welcome  all  new  ideas, 
she  carried  them  into  execution ,  when  adopted, 
with  as  much  zeal  as  though  she  had  desired 
them.  Thus,  when  the  library  was  opened  on 
Sunday,  a  step  which  she  had  opposed  and 
always  regretted,  she  declined  relief  from  duty 
on  that  day,  saying:  **I  wish  always  to  be 
there  myself.  I  don't  know  but  that  I  might 
as  well  do  Sunday-school  work  in  that  way  as 
another." 

She  wrote  occasionally,  and  a  poem  written 
by  her  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Phillips 
Brooks  was  read  at  her  funeral. 

She  was  a  member  of  "Cantabrigia,"  and 
Secretary  of  the  "Cambridge  Art  Circle,"  a 
member  and  ex-vice-president  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Library  Club,  and  a  member  of  the 
American  Library  Association,  having  returned 
from  the  Lake  Placid  Conference,  but  a  short 
time  before  her  death. 

— {  UWiam  H.  Tillinghast, ) 

II.  Mrs.  E.  C.  Marbi^k  (A.  L.  A.,  No.  930, 
1891)  was  bom  in  Fall  River  Mass.,  Aug.  9, 
1825.  Her  maiden  name  was  Wrightington. 
She  married  Capt.  John  Marble,  with  whom  she 
traveled  extensively,  as  he  was  captain  of  a 
whaling  vessel.  During  her  voyages  she  visited 
many  places  of  interest  and  made  a  valuable 
collection  of  curiosities.  She  died  of  valvular 
disease  of  the  heart,  Dec.  26,  1894,  while  mak- 
ing a  third  visit  to  California.  She  was  a 
woman  with  many  friends  and  will  be  much 
missed. 

III.  Norman  Caroi«an  Perkins  (A.  L.  A., 
No.  612,  1887),  assistant  librarian  of  the  Detroit 
Public  Library,  died  at  Grace  Hospital  in  that 
city,  March  20,  1895,  after  an  illness  of  three 
months,  of  gangrene,  originating  in  a  slight 
injury  to  the  foot.  He  was  born  in  Pomfret, 
Vt.,  April  17,  1832.  He  was  graduated  from 
Yale  college  as  class  poet  in  1857.  He  studied 
law  and  entered  upon  its  practice  in  Chicago, 
where  he  was  successful  for  many  years. 
Financial  reverses,  however,  overtook  him. 
His  predilection  had  always  been  a  literary 
one,  and  he  abandoned  the  law  for  journalism. 
In  August,  1 88 1,  he  became  an  editorial  writer 
on  the  Detroit  Tribune^  and  in  March,  1886, 
he  accepted  the  position  of  assistant  librarian 


in  the  Public  Library.  He  joined  the  A.  L.  A. 
in  1885,  and  at  the  Thousand  Islands  Confer- 
ence read  a  paper  on  binding  periodicals.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  companionable 
of  men,  and  his  friendships  were  of  the  warm- 
est, [lis  mind  was  of  a  remarkable  fineness 
of  fiber  and  sensibility  to  the  intrinsic  beauty 
of  things,  and  was  richly  stored  by  a  lifetime 
of  judicious  and  loving  contact  with  books. 

—(//:  M,  Utley.) 

IV.  Reuben  Brooks  Pooi^  (life  member, 
A.  L.  A.,  No.  36,  1876),  librarian  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  New  York  city, 
died  April  6,  1895,  from  heart  disease,  follow- 
ing an  attack  of  the  grip,  by  which  he  had  been 
confined  to  his  home  only  a  few  days.  He  was 
bom  in  Rockport,  Mass.,  in  1834,  and  was  a 
son  of  Nathaniel  Poole,  a  farmer.  His  boy- 
hood was  spent  on  his  father's  farm.  He  was 
educated  in  Phillips  Academy  at  Andover,  and 
at  Brown  University,  being  a  graduate  from 
the  latter  institution  in  1857.  He  was  after- 
ward, for  one  year,  teacher  of  the  Rockport 
High  School.  During  the  Rebellion  he  taught 
in  the  Philadelphia  House  of  Refuge.  In 
January,  1864,  he  became  the  librarian  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  in  which  he  rendered  over  thirty 
years  of  continuous  and  efficient  service. 

Mr.  Poole  was  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Broadway  Tabernacle  and  was  particularly  in- 
terested in  promoting  the  growth  and  welfare 
of  the  Chinese  Sunday-school  sustained  by  that 
church.  Recently  he  was  elected  as  president 
of  the  New  York  State  Library  Association. 
He  was  of  quiet  tastes,  unassuming  manners, 
profoundly  interested  in  all  religious  matters, 
and  active  and  alert  in  everything  pertoining 
to  the  interests  of  the  organization  he  had 
served  so  long  and  well.  He  had  made  a  spe- 
cial study  of  old  Bible  manuscripts,  and  wrote 
many  magazine  articles  on  that  and  other  re- 
ligious topics. 

One  of  the  early  and  original  members  of  the 
A.  L.  A.,  joining  at  the  first  meeting  in  Philadel- 
phia, he  continued  one  of  its  active  supporters 
and  workers  who  seldem  failed  to  be  present 
at  its  various  conferences.  Many  papers  of  his 
appear  in  its  successive  Reports  and  the  Library 
Journal^  as  well  as  timely  and  wise  remarks  in 
the  ciurent  Proceedings. 

V.  John  Fi^rtcher  Wii^uams  (A.  L.  A,, 
No.  977,  1892),  ex-librarian  of  the  Minnesota 
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Historical  Society,  died  at  Rochester,  Minn.,  He  was  well  knovm  throughout  the  United 

April   29,    1895.     Mr.    Williams  was    bom   in  States  for  his  practical  and  scientific  knowledge 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Sept.  25,  1834.     He  attcnde<l  of  mining.     He  was  a  prominent   memlxir  of 

Woodward  College    in    that    city  and    suhse-  the  American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers, 

quently  the  Ohio  Wesleyan   University,  from  and  an  active  member  both  of  the  Institute  of 

which    institution    he  was    graduated    in  tlie  Mechanical   Engineers    and  of  the  American 

Scientific  Department  in  1852.     Tliree    years  Society  of  Coal  Engineers,  and  frequently  lee- 

later  he  removed  to  Minnesota  and  settled  in  tured  on  scientific  subjects.     In  1872  he  pub- 

St.  Paul,  where  he  remained  until  just  before  lisheil  a  translation  of*  We  isbach's  Mechanics." 

his  death.    Soon  after  settiing  there  he  engaged  yil.  Chari^es  Augustus  Whbklock  (A.  L. 

in    newspaper    work.     He  continued  in    the  a..   No.  392,  1880),  of  Uxbridge,  Mass.,   died 

profession  of  journalism  with  much  success  for  May  21,  1895.     He  was  born   in   that  town  in 

twelve  years.  February,  181 2,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 

In  1867  Mr.  Williams  was  electetl  secretary  and  schools  of  the  town .     He  was  of  a  mechanical 

librarian  of  the  MmnesoU  Historical  Society,  turn   of  mind,   and  was  at  an  early  age  em- 

a  position  with  which  his  historical  and  anti-  ployed  in  his  father's  mill,  where  he  became 

quarian  tastes  were  direcUy  in  harmony.     In  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  business.     He 

1869  he  withdrew  from   newspaper  work  alto-  began  as  a  manufacturer  in  1834  and  continued 

gether  in  order  to  devote  his  entire  time  to  the  in  business  until  February,  1890,  when  after  an 

service  of  the  Society.     He  was  busily  engaged  honorable  and  highly  successful  business  career 

in  this  work  until  the  summer  of  1893,  when  of  fifty  years  he  retired  to  private  life. 

his  health  failed.  He  took  a  very  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of 

In  addition  to  the  regular  duties  as  secretary  the  town  as  a  member  of  the  school  committee 

and  librarian,  Mr.  WUliams  edited  the  collec-  p^d    of   the  board  of  trustees  of  the  public 

tions  of  the  Society  and  wrote  and  published  a  library,  and  filled  many  other  places  of  honor 

•*  History  of  the  City  of  St.  Paul  and  County  of  and  trust,  including  two  terms  as  state  senator. 

Ramsey.'*    He  also  wrote  a  number  of  papers  ^11  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

for  the  Society,  biographical  sketches  of  old  Ghorge  Watson  Coi,e,  Treasurer, 

setUers  and  public  men,  and  collected  a  large  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  August  i,  1895. 

mass  of  manuscript  and  printed  material  for  qu  motion  oi  J.  N.  Wing  it  was 

the  history  of  the  sUtc  and  its  people,  which  Voied.—TXmt  the  treasurer  be  instructed  to 

will  probably  prove  of  the  greatest  value  in  the  send  to  other  active  members  in  good  standing 

future.    The  historical    societies  of  Pennsyl-  residing  in  the  same  places,  the  names  of  those 

vania,  Virginia,  Rhode  Island,  Maine,  BufiBalo,  ^ho  are  in  arrears  for  dues  (with  a  statement  of 

Montana,    and    the     Northwestern    Historic-  the  time  and  amounts),  requesting  a  personal 

Genealogical    Society    conferred    upon    him  interview  and  solicitation,  and  report  thereon - 

diplomas  of  corresponding  membership.  believing  that  such  measures  would  result  in  ob- 
taining many  of  the  amounts  outstanding  or 

VI.  ECKWtv  B.  coxa  (hfe  member.  A.  L.  A..  ^,^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  j,,  ^^^^      ^^^  ^^^^^^^ 

No.  167,  1878),  of  Dnfton,  Luzerne  Co.,   Pa.,  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^.^^ 

died  May  3.  1895.    Mr.  Coxe  was  born  in  Phil-  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  trustees  of  the    ENDOW- 

adelphia  on  the  4th  of  June,  1839.    He  was  ^^^  ^^^^ 

graduated  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^j^,^  j„  ^j^^  ^^^  presentation  at  this 

in  1858,  and  completed  a  scientific  course  of  ^^jj       ^ut  came  to  hand  subscquenUy,  as  fol- 

Study  in  Burope,  having  spent  two  years  m  ,         . 

Paris  and  a  year  in  the  mining  school  of  Frei-  ^     ^     ^^^^^     Treasurer,  in  account   wUh 

burg,  in  Saxony.    He  occupied  two  years  in  ^  ^  ^  Endowment  Fdnd. 

visiting  and  study mg  the  mines  of  Great  Brita  in  g                                  j^ 

and  Continental  Europe,  and  then  began,  with      Sepc.  To  balance $270.58 

his  brothers,  the  business  of  mining  anthracite  To  cash  received,  viz.  : 

coal  in  the  Lehigh  region,  upon  property  be-  Interest $262.00 

longing  to  his  lamUy  and  inherited  from  his  ^'<^=  memterships 50:~ 

grandfether,  Tench  Coxe.  *5°^ 
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Aug.  By  amount  paid  for 

Rent  of  safe %  lo.oo 

By  balance 57»58 


Financial    ComdiHon. 

Invested  in  bond  and  mortgage f4,Hoo.oo 

Notes  of  Publishing  Section £50.00 

Cash  in  bank  57^-^ 

|6,02r58 
There  are  no  Liabilities. 

E.  C.  HOVKY. 
Sec'y  Nblson  read  the 
RSPORT  OF  THE  FINANCR  COHUrTTBB. 

The  finance  committee  congratulates  the  As- 
sociation on  its  prosperous  condition,  as  shown 
by  the  report  of  the  treasurer.  Only  those  who 
have  served  in  this  position  can  realize  the 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  found  in  seeing  the 
little  sums  due  from  members  come  in ,  day  hy 
day,  until  tbey reach  a  goodly  sum;  and.atthe 
cud,  sccurca  generous  balance  on  the  right  side. 
That  pleasure  and  salisfection  wc  would  all 
share  to-day. 

The  Association  has  to  its  cre<lit  with  the 
treasurer  full  eleven  hundred  dollars,  or  more, 
and  there  are  no  outstanding  bills,  as  far  as 
known,  except  tliose  which  have  been  con- 
tracted Id  connection  with  the  present  Confer- 
ence. This  is  thouKht  to  be  the  beat  financial 
sbowinf!  ever  mailc  by  the  Association. 

The  chief  expense  for  the  year  lias  been  in- 
curred for  the  printing  of  the  Papers  and  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Lake  Placid  Conference.  These 
are  minute,  iilling  a  stout  volume  of  190  pages. 
Yet,  in  view  of  their  value,  the  commiUce  is 
not  disposed  to  suggest  greater  brevity  in  fu- 
ture. They  form  also  an  essential  part  of  tbe 
Library  Journal,  and,  in  this  form,  reach  a 
coustantly  increasing  circle  of  readers,  who  ex- 
pect to  find  in  them  valuable  particulars  of  li- 
brary work. 

Authority  has  been  given  by  the  committee 
for  the  expenditures  of  the  year,  with  orders  on 
the  treasurer  for  their  payment,  as  required  by 
the  constitution  of  the  Association. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Jaues  L.  Whitney,  ) 
Gardner  M.Jones,  ]■  Commiltee- 
A.  W.  Wiutwufv,    ) 


REPORT  OF  EXBCDTIVE  BOARD. 

Pres.  UTtEv.— On  behalf  of  the  execntiTC 
boar<l  it  may  be  iu  onler  at  this  time  to  report 
that  at  the  I^ke  Placid  Coufereuce  last  year,  as 
those  of  you  who  were  present  will  remember, 
an  invitation  was  received  from  the  Library 
Association  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  hold  our 
meeting  in  1S95  in  London  as  an  International 
Confcreuce.  After  a  canvass  of  the  matter  a 
vole  was  bad  which,  by  the  selection  of  Denver 
as  the  place  of  meeting  this  year,  practically 
resulted  iu  decliug  the  invitation.  Then  a 
resolution  was  passed  instructing  the  executive 
boanl,  in  acknowledging  receipt  of  the  invita- 
tion, to  arrange,  if  practicable,  for  some  future 
date  when  a  meeting  of  the  two  Associations 
could  be  held  in  Loudon. 

Accordingly  a  letter  was  prepared  by  the 
executive  board  and  forwarded  to  the  secretary 
of  tbe  L.  A.  U.  K.,  setting  forth  this  statement ; 
and  to  it  a  reply  has  l>ecu  received,  dated  Lon- 
don, July  4,  1895,  which  I  will  read: 

"As  the  time  draws  on  for  our  Annual  Meet- 
ing, which  begins  at  Cardiff  on  September  lotb, 
I  shoald  be  glad  to  hear  further  from  yon  on 
tbe  subject  of  the  proposed  lutcmational  Con- 
ference, in  order  that  wc  may  have  sometfaing 
definite  to  discuss  witli  reference  to  it. 

"Speaking  for  myself,  I  should  think  1897 
would  be  the  best  year,  as  for  1896  our  Associa- 
tion is  already  pledged  to  accept  the  invitation 
of  the  Manchester  Corporation  ;  but  if  wc 
could  agree  upon  1897  we  could  keep  it  open 
for  the  Conference. 

"You  will  not  misunderstand  me,  I  am  sure, 
if  1  say  that  the  matter  had  better  be  dropped 
altogether  unless  you  find  that  there  is  likely 
to  be  a  large  and  important  ilclegation  froai 
your  side,  as  it  would  do  a  great  deal  more 
harm  than  good  to  call  it  an  International  Con- 
ference unless  it  were  truly  so  in  a  thorough 
fashion. 

"  1897  has  another  advantage  in  that  it  is  the 
majority  year  of  tbe  L.  A.  U.  K.,  and,  more- 
over, of  the  last  International  Conference  which 
gave  birth  to  our  Association." 

This  constitutes  the  report  of  the  execnlive 
board  upon  the  matter;  and  perhaps  it  had 
better  go  to  a  committee  for  consideration,  in 
order  that  some  definite  conclusion  may  be 
reached  iu  time  to  notify  our  brethren  on  the 
other  side  of  tbe  water  as  to  the  action  we  Lake. 
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Voted. — ^That  the  matter  of  an  Interuational 
Conference  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
place  of  next  meeting. 

Pres.  Vtixv. — ^The  only  other  matter  upon 
which  the  executive  board  had  to  report,  that 
has  not  yet  been  fully  presented,  is  the  matter 
of  the  amendment  to  the  constitution,  which 
has  been  formulated  and  printed  and  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  members  in  advance  of  this 
meeting.  This  proposed  amendment,  which 
the  board  was  instructed  to  prepare,  was  print- 
ed in  a  little  folder  and  sent  to  all  members ;  it 
is  also  given  in  the  Library  Jourtuily  20:246 
(July,  1895),  and  the  executive  board  has  noth- 
ing further  to  do  except  to  submit  it.  The  idea 
and  purpose  was  set  forth  in  the  vote  providing 
for  its  preparation  and  submission.  I  would 
suggest  that  it  might  well  go  over  to  miscella- 
neous business  for  a  more  suitable  time  to  take 
it  up  more  fully  and  properly. 

On  motion  it  was  so  ordered. 

F:  M.  Caundhn  moved  that  the  amendment 
to  the  constitution  which  was  voted  last  year 
(I^ke  Placid  Conf.  Report,  p.  126),  making  the 
recorder  a  member  of  the  executive  board  and 
an  elective  officer,  be  confirmed.     Voted. 

Sec'y  NSI.SON  read  the 

REPORT  OF  THK   COMMITTSB  ON  PUBUC    DOC- 
UMENTS. 

The  committee  has  the  pleasure  of  reporting 
that  the  public  documents  bill  passed  the  House 
of  Representatives,  on  report  of  the  conference 
committee,  in  December,  1894,  and  became  law 
by    the   President's   approval  on  January  12, 

1895. 
The  bill  is  knovm  as  Public  Act  number  15, 

under  the  title:  '*An  act  providing  for  the 
public  printing  and  binding  and  the  distribu- 
tion of  public  documents. ' '  The  text  of  the  act, 
omitting  portions  that  were  not  of  interest  to 
libraries  and  tabulating  other  portions,  was 
given  in  the  Library  Journal  for  January,  1895. 
This  bill  is  a  modification  of  the  original  bill 
prepared  chiefly  under  the  direction  of  Senator 
Manderson,  chairman  of  the  joint  committee 
on  Printing,  in  1891 ;  in  which  year,  on  March 
3,  a  concurrent  resolution  was  passed,  author- 
izing that  committee  to  consider  and  present 
such  a  bill.  Senator  Manderson  is,  therefore, 
entitled  to  the  credit  of  being  the  legislative 
fiithcr  of  this  bill,  although  it  resulted  from 
public  and  congressional  agitation  for  some 


years  before.  During  these  years  the  American 
Library  Association,  through  its  committee, 
has  given  steadfast  attention  to  the  matter,  and 
has  done  what  could  be  done  to  shape  the  bill 
in  the  best  way  and  to  secure  its  passage.  For 
four  years  the  bill  was  tossed  to  and  fro  between 
the  two  houses  of  Congress,  passing  first  one 
and  then  in  modified  shape  the  other.  It  went 
last  through  the  Senate  under  the  auspices  of 
Senator  Gorman,  who  succeeded  Senator  Man- 
derson as  chairman  of  the  printing  committee, 
and  at  his  hands  unfortunately  suffered  many 
changes  for  political  purposes,  which  very 
nearly  proved  disastrous  to  the  final  passage  of 
the  bill  by  the  House. 

The  measure  is  so  comprehensive,  and  neces- 
sarily so  complicated,  that  it  is  impracticable 
to  summarize  it  briefly  or  to  do  other  than 
refer  members  of  the  Association  to  the  Act  it- 
self, or  to  the  reprint  of  its  essential  parts  in 
the  Library  Journal  for  January,  1895.  Ou 
comparison  with  the  scheme  for  the  proper 
handling  of  the  issues  of  public  documents, 
adopted  by  the  Association  at  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Conference  in  1891,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  bill  follows  closely  those  lines,  although  in 
several  important  respects  not  altogether  con- 
forming with  them.  The  bill  has  been  severely 
criticized  since  its  passage,  especially  in  Col. 
Lowdermilk's  monthly  Washington  Book 
Chronicle;  but  it  is,  on  the  whole,  probably  as 
satis^tory  a  first  step,  or  rather  stride,  as  can 
be  expected  in  a  measure  so  entangled  with  many 
complexities  and  perplexities,  bibliographical 
as  well  as  political.  As  a  matter  of  fiict,  the 
entire  plan  of  printing  and  distributing  public 
documents  has  been  codified  and  centralized  by 
this  bill,  so  that  it  furnishes  a  satis&ctory  basis 
for  amendment  in  the  future,  as  amendments 
may  prove  (i)  desirable  or  (2)  necessary. 

The  bill  owes  its  success,  perhaps  more  than 
to  any  one  person,  to  Dr.  John  G.  Ames,  of 
the  Interior  Department,  who,  in  season  and 
out  of  season,  has  been  its  persistent  advocate 
with  members  of  Congress,  at  considerable 
detriment  to  his  personal  popularity  among 
them.  His  knowledge,  experience,  and  skill 
in  the  handling  of  public  documents,  as  well  as 
his  unselfish  work  in  promoting  the  passage  of 
a  bill  which  legislated  him  out  of  office,  made 
him  the  natural  candidate  for  the  new  position 
of  Superintendent  of  Public  Documents.  Your 
committee,  therefore,  not  only  took  official  ac- 
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tion  in  fevor  or  Dr.  Ames,  but  suggested  to 
librarians  throughout  the  country  in<Iivi(hial 
letters  of  recouiniendatioii,  many  of  which 
reached  the  appointing  powers  at  Washington. 
Unfortunately  these  were  without  effect,  and 
the  administration,  which  had  previously  sacri- 
ficed (in  asking  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Sturte- 
vant,  of  the  Treasury  Department)  the  most 
capable  custodian  of  public  documents  in  that 
division  of  the  Government,  put  Dr.  Ames* 
claim  aside,  and  the  Public  Printer  nominated 
an  ex-editor  from  his  own  state  of  New  York, 
who  had  been  without  experience  in  this  par- 
ticular field.  The  appointment  was  probably 
political,  but  the  choice  seems  otherwise  to 
have  been  a  goo<l  one.  Mr.  F.  A.  Crandall, 
the  new  superintendent,  took  hold  with  vigor 
and  intelligence,  and  appointed  his  assistants 
on  grounds  of  fitness  only.  His  plan  is  to 
make  a  library  of  Government  publications  and 
then  to  catalogue  tlicse  ;  he  has  appointed  as 
librarian  Miss  Adelaide  R.  Hasse,  late  of  the 
Los  Angeles  Public  Library,  and  given  to  her 
trained  library'  assistants,  while  his  cataloger  is 
Mr.  J.  H.  Hickox  whose  cataloging  work  in 
this  field  is  well  known  to  the  profession.  He 
has  also  sought  the  advice  of  experts  through- 
out the  library  profession,  as  to  the  best  way  of 
handling  the  work. 

The  new  division  is  sadly  in  need  of  room  for 
its  work,  which  for  the  next  few  years,  while 
the  old  accumulations  of  documents  are  being 
sorted  and  distribute<l,  must  require  large 
room;  the  Government  Printing  Office  is  al- 
ready overcrowded  and  overburdened,  and  it 
would  seem  as  though  the  facilities  of  the  new 
Library  of  Congress  building  should  be  put  at 
the  service  of  this  division. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  Dr.  Ames  will 
be  retained  in  tlie  Government  service  for  the 
present,  in  connection  with  his  former  work. 

In  reganl  to  state  publications  there  has  been 
a  gratifying  increase  of  good  bibliographic 
record  in  several  states,  not  least  notable  in 
such  extremes  of  the  country  as  California  and 
Texas.  The  report  of  state  librarian  W.  D. 
Perkins,  for  1894,  includes  a  valuable  bibli- 
ography and  check-list  of  state  publications  of 
California  from  1850  to  July,  1894;  and  an- 
nouncement is  made  by  C.  W.  Raines,  acting 
state  librarian  of  Texas  from  1891-95,  of  a  bib- 
liography of  Texas,  which  will  include  a  com- 


plete collation  of  the  laws.  The  work  of  com- 
piling the  state  publications  appendix  for  the 
American  Catalogue,  July  i,  i890-Juue30, 1895, 
is  well  under  way ;  material  has  been  received 
from  fifteen  states  and  territories,  and  promised 
fi-om  seventeen  more.  No  response  has  been 
received  from  the  following  fourteen  :  Alabama, 
Arizona,  Colorado,  Delaware,  Florida,  Georgia, 
Louisiana,  Nevada,  North  Carolina,  Ohio, 
Oregon,  West  Virginia,  and  Wyoming ;  and 
from  two  states  (Missouri  and  Rhode  Island) 
state  officials  have  declined  to  send  material  on 
the  ground  of  press  of  other  business.  It  will 
l)e  noted  that  the  Southern  states  -are,  on  the 
whole,  more  backward  than  any  other  section 
in  this  work,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  not  only 
the  work  of  the  Association,  but  the  influence 
of  the  proposed  library  exhibit  at  the  Atlanta 
Exposition,  will  be  effective  in  increasing  ap- 
preciation of  bibliographic  work  at  the  South. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  within  the  past  year 
or  two  a  number  of  displacements  of  capable  and 
trained  state  librarians  have  occurred  for  politi- 
cal reasons,  affecting  some  members  of  the 
profession  whose  capability  and  good  work 
have  won  recognition  through  the  en  tire  librarj' 
field  ;  it  might  be  advisable  for  the  American 
Library  Association  again  to  emphasize  its  view 
that  the  office  of  librarian  in  state  or  city  is 
distinctly  non-political,  and  that  the  tenure  of 
office  ought  not  to  be  affected  by  political  con- 
siderations. 

R.  R.  BowKSR,  Chairtnan, 

MEMORIAL  TO   DR.  W:  F.  POOLE. 

F:  M.  Crundkn.— If  it  is  in  order  I  should 
like  to  ask  if  anything  has  been  done  about 
that  memorial  to  Dr.  Poole,  regarding  which  a 
resolution  was  offered  at  the  last  conference  ? 

Pres.  UTLKV. — I  had  a  letter  fi-om  ex-presi- 
dent Lamed  in  August,  in  reference  to  the  mat- 
ter about  which  Mr.  Crunden  now  asks.  It  w^as 
my  understanding,  as  was  Mr.  Larncd*s,  and  I 
think  it  was  also  that  of  Dr.  Wire,  who  was  in- 
terested in  the  subject,  that  there  was  a  vote 
asking  the  president  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
prepare  a  plan  and  collect  the  necessary  sub- 
scriptions for  erecting  in  tlie  Newberry  Library 
a  tablet  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Poole  ;  but  it 
appears  fi-om  the  official  record  of  the  proceed- 
ings that  the  action  was  not  fully  taken. 

F:  M.  Crunden.— If  the  vote  was  not  taken 
I  am  sure  that  it  was  simply  by  oversight  owing 
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to  the  absolute  unanimity  of  sentiment  regard- 
ing it«  Bverjbody  spoke  in  favor  of  it  and  we 
were  all  under  the  impression,  I  think,  that  the 
vote  was  taken.  It  may  have  been  simply  an 
oversight  in  not  putting  the  question.  If  it  is 
necessary  to  correct  that  omission,  I  now  move 
that  the  committee  contemplated  by  Mr.  Wing's 
original  motion  at  that  time  (I^ke  Placid  Conf. 
Report,  p.  173 ),  be  appointed  by  our  president 
at  this  meeting.     Voted, 

At  a  subsequent  session  such  committee  was 
appointed,  viz.— F:  M.  Crunden,  W:  I.  Fletcher, 
G :  B.  Wire,  and  J.  N.  Wing. 

MISCBIXANBOUS    BUSINBSS. 

Sec'y  Nblson  read  communications  from  the 
Board  of  Women  Managers  of  the  Atlanta  Ex- 
position, and  others,  extending  an  invitation  to 
members  of  the  A.  L>  A.  to  be  present  at  a  Con- 
gress of  Women  Librarians  to  be  held  at  the 
Woman's  Building,  November  29  and  30,  1895. 
Also  suggesting  a  possible  exhibit  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
library  of  1893  there  in  the  same  connection. 

Voted. — ^That  a  special  committee  be  appoint- 
ed to  consider  and  report  during  the  present 
Conference. 

The  committee,  subsequently  named,  con- 
sisting of  Mary  B.  Ahem,  Katharine  L*  Sharp, 
and  E.  H.  Anderson,  reported  at  the  8th  ses- 
sion. 

Adjourned  at  1:15  p.  m. 

SECOND   SESSION 

(Chamber  of  Commerce,  Tuesday  After- 
noon, August  13.) 

President  Uti^by  called  the  meeting  to  order 
at  3:00  p.  M.,  and  announced  that  arrangements 
had  been  made  for  holding  the  evening  meet- 
ing of  this  date  at  the  Windsor  Hotel. 

The  President  then  read  two  letters  received 
by  the  Treasurer  in  April  from  Dr.  Reuben  A. 
Guilj>,  relative  to  his  proposed  withdrawal 
from  membership  in  the  A.  L.  A.  on  account  of 
advanced  years  and  not  being  now  in  current 
library  work.  Last  year,  upon  resigning  his 
position  as  librarian  of  Brown  University,  after 
a  continuous  service  of  forty-six  years,  he  was 
made  iibrarian  emeritus  of  that  institution. 

Dr.  Guild  was  one  of  the  active  participants 
in  that  notable  first  Librarians'  Convention  of 
1853,  and  in  the  organization  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  in 
1876.    In  other  respects  he  stands  to-day  as  one 


of  the  few  surviving  and  live  representatives  of 
the  early  and  formative  days  of  the  advanced 
library  movement  in  this  country. 

Sec'y  NEI.SON.—  I  move  that  all  surviving 
members  of  the  Librarians'  Convention  in  New 
York  City  in  the  year  1853,  be  made  honorary 
members  of  this  Association.     Voted, 

Miss  M.  E.  Ahern,  in  the  absence  of  Chair- 
man Thwaites,  read  the 

report    of  the    committee    on    foreign 

documents. 

At  the  Lake  Placid  Conference  in  September, 
1894,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

"  Whereas,  The  libraries  of  the  United  States 
find  it  difficult  to  procure  desirable  official  pub- 
lications of  foreign  governments,  owing  to  lack 
of  full  and  definite  information  in  regard  to 
them. 

** Resolved,  That  the  A.  L.  A.  request  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  the  United  States  to  procure, 
if  possible,  through  the  accredited  agents  of 
the  diplomatic  service  abroad,  such  detailed 
information  as  shall  furnish  the  material  for  a 
list  of  the  official  publications  of  foreign  gov- 
ernments. 

*  *Also,  Tliat  the  secretary  of  this  Association 
forward  a  copy  of  this  request  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and  that  the  Bureau  of  Education  be 
requested  to  co-operate. 

**Also,  That  the  matter  be  referred  to  a  spe- 
cial committee,  which,  in  the  event  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  acceding  to  this  request,  shall 
furnish  full  details  of  the  information  desired." 

Early  in  March  last,  I  received  official  noti- 
fication of  the  fact  that  the  following  committee 
had  been  appointed  by  the  president,  in  accord- 
ance with  said  resolution  :  R.  G.  Thwaites, 
Wisconsin  Historical  Society  ;  Miss  Mary  E. 
Ahem,  Indiana  State  Library  ;  andC.  H.  Gould, 
McGill  University,  Montreal.  Entering  at 
once  into  correspondence  with  my  fellow  mem- 
bers, I  learned  tliat  Miss  Ahem  bad  been  re- 
moved, and  was  thus  temporarily  prevented 
from  devoting  any  attention  to  the  matter  of 
foreign  documents;  Mr.  Gould  has  been  ab- 
sent in  Europe,  the  entire  season,  but  notified 
me  before  leaving  tbat  he  had  set  on  foot  en- 
quiries which  would  result  in  *' covering"  in 
detail  the  question  of  Canadian  documents, 
dominion  and  pro\nncial. 

In  March,  as  chairman  of  the  committee,  I 
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wrote  to  Secretary  of  State  Gresham,  in  the 
spirit  of  the  A.  L.  A.  resolutions,  urging  him  to 
do  whatever  lay  in  his  power,  for  the  furtherance 
of  American  library  interests.  The  following 
replies  were  received  : 

Departmbnt  of  Statb,  \ 

Washington,  May  2, 1895.  / 

Rkubkn  G.  Thwaitbs,  Chairman,  etc. 

Sir  : — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  March  23rd  last,  asking  tliis  De- 
partment to  secure,  if  possible,  through  our 
diplomatic  agents  abroad  such  detailed  informa- 
tion as  shall  furnish  the  material  for  a  list  of 
the  official  publications  of  foreign  governments, 
also  as  to  the  manner  of  their  distribution,  and 
the  terms  upon  which  leading  American  libra- 
ries can  obtain  the  documents  by  exchange  or 
purchase. 

As  it  seemed  impossible  to  secure  the  in- 
formation desired  through  our  legations  in 
time  to  enable  you  to  report  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Association  in  Denver,  a  copy  of  your  let- 
ter was  sent  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
which  is  the  medium  through  which  exchanges 
of  Government  publications  are  made  in  this 
country,  and  I  now  enclose  copy  of  the  reply 
received,  from  which  it  appears  that  Mr.  Lang- 
ley  can  suggest  no  direct  and  simple  method  of 
securing  the  information  desired. 

A  list  of  the  offices  with  which  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  corresponds  is  herewith 
transmitted. 

Edwin  F.  Uhi.,  Acting  Secretary. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  \ 

Washington,  April  20,  1895.  j 

Sir  :  —  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
yoiir  letter  of  the  27th  of  March,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  a  request  made  by  Mr.  Reuben  G. 
Thwaites,  Chairman  of  the  American  Library 
Association  Committee  on  Foreign  Documents, 
in  regard  to  procuring  official  publications  of 
foreign  governments,  and  asking  to  be  advised 
to  what  extent  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is 
able  to  furnish  tlie  information  desired. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  the 
Convention  between  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, Belgium,  Brazil,  Italy,  Portugal,  Servia, 
Spain,  Switzerland,  Argentine  Republic,  Uru- 
guay, and  Paraguay,  provides  for  the  sending  of 
a  complete  set  of  the  publications  of  these  gov- 
ernments to  the  Library  of  Congress.    A  full 


set  of  official  publications  is  also  received  from 
the  English,  and  Prussian  Governments,  and 
a  large  number  of  official  publications  are  re- 
ceived from  France.  All  these  are  received  in 
exchange  for  an  equally  exhaustive  set  of  the 
United  States  publications  sent  to  each  of  the 
contracting  Governments. 

Owing  to  a  peculiar  arrangement  of  publica- 
tion, the  government  bureaus  do  not,  as  a  rule, 
control  the  general  distribution  of  their  publi- 
cations to  any  great  extent,  but  arrangements 
are  made  by  some  of  them  with  firms,  like 
Eyre  and  Spottiswoode  in  England,  and  Leroux 
in  Paris,  to  whom  the  sale  of  these  publications 
is  committed.  If,  however,  the  libraries  in  this 
country  interested  in  procuring  these  publica- 
tions have  books  to  offer  in  exchange,  returns 
may  possibly  be  secured  by  addressing  separ- 
ately each  department  of  the  foreign  govern- 
ment. This  would  seem  to  be  possible  only  in 
the  case  of  the  State  libraries,  which  could  offer 
the  official  publications  of  the  different  States  in 
return  for  a  proportion  of  the  official  publica- 
tions of  the  various  governments,  and  to  the 
large  universities  which  have  publications  to 
offer  in  exchange. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  but  one  set  of  foreign 
publications  is  sent  to  this  country  in  exchange 
for  all  the  publications  of  the  United  States 
Government,  it  seems  unlikely  that  anything 
more  than  a  selection  of  foreign  publications 
would  be  sent  to  these  State  libraries  in  re- 
turn. 

The  proper  designation  of  the  foreign  gov- 
ernmental departments  may  be  found  in  the 
official  year-books  of  the  respective  countries, 
but  there  is  no  office,  as  a  rule,  designated  by 
governments  which  can  be  appealed  to  in  such 
a  matter.  If  desired,  I  can  furnish  a  list  of  the 
foreign  offices  with  which  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution is  in  communication  in  carrying  out 
tlie  provisions  of  tlie  Act  of  Congress  of  March 
2,  1867,  for  exchanging  the  publications  of  the 
United  States  Government  for  similar  publica- 
tions of  foreign  governments. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that,  as  fiy: 
as  I  understand  the  object  of  the  Library  Asso- 
ciation, I  can  suggest  no  direct  and  simple 
method  of  securing  the  information  desired. 

S.  P.  Langlky,  Secretary, 
The  Secrbtary  of  State, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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List  of  Foreign  Governments  exchanging 
Official  Publications  with  the  Govern  men  t  of 
the  United  States. 

Argentine :  Minister  of  Foreign  AfiFairs  for  the 
Government  of  Argentine  Republic,  Buenos 
Aires. 

Austria :  K.  K.  Statistische  Central  Commission, 
Wien. 

Baden  :  Universitats  Bibliothek,  Freiburg. 

Bavaria:  K6nip;liche  Bibliothek,  Miinchen. 

Belgium :  Bibhoth(kiue  Rovale,  Bruxclles. 

Buenos  Aires  :  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  for 
the  Government  of  Buenos  Aires,  Buenos 
Aires. 

Brazil :  Biblioteca  Nacional,  Rio  Janeiro. 

Canada  :  Parliamentary  Library,  Ottawa. 

Canada  :  Legislative  Library,  Toronto. 

Chili :  Biblioteca  del  Congrcso,  Santiago. 

Colombia :  National  Library,  Bogota. 

Denmark :  Konigliche  Bibliothek,  Copenhagen. 

England :  British  Museum,  London. 

France  :  Bureau  Francais  des  Echanges  Intcr- 
nationaux,  Paris. 

Germany:  Reichstags-Bibliothek,  Berlin. 

Greece :  United  National  and  Universal  Library, 
Athens. 

Haiti :  Secretaire  d'Etat  des  R^atones  Ex- 
t^eures,  Port-au-Prince. 

Hungary:  Prasidium  des  Koniglich-Ungaris- 
chen-Ministeriums,  Budapest. 

India:  The  Secretary  to  the  Govemnicnt  of 
India,  Calcutta,  through  the  Director  Gen- 
eral of  Stores,  India  Office,  London. 

Italy :  Biblioteca  Nazionale  Vittorio  Emanucle, 
Roma. 

Japan  :  Minister  of  Foreign  Afiairs,  Tokyo. 

Netherlands:  Library  of  the  States  General, 
The  Hague. 

New  South  Wales :  Board  for  International 
Exchanges,  Sydney. 

New  Zealand :  Parliamentary  Library,  Welling- 
ton. 

Norway:  Departmentet  for  det  Indre,  Kristi- 
ania. 

Peru  :  Biblioteca  Nacional,  Lima. 

Portu^  :  Biblioteca  Nacional,  Lisbon. 

Prussia  :  Konigliche  Bibliothek,  Berlin. 

Queensland :  Parliamentary  Library,  Brisbane. 

Russia:  Commission  Russe  des  Echanges  In- 
temationaux,  St.  Petersbiu-g. 

Saxony  :  Konigliche  Bibliothek,  Dresden. 

South  Australia:  Parliamentary  Library,  Ade- 
laide. 

Spain :  Ministerio  de  Fomento  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  Spain,  Madrid.  (Through  the 
Spanish  Consul,  N.  Y.  City.) 

Sweden :  Konigliche  Biblothek,  Stockholm. 

Switzerland :  Central  Library,  Berne. 

Tasmania  :  Parliamentary  Library,  Hobarton. 

Turkey:  Bibliotheque  Generale  Ottomane, 
Constantinople. 

Umgnay :  Oficina  de  Dep^ito,  Reparto  y  Canje 
intemacional  de  Publicaciones,  Monte- 
yidio. 

VenexaelA :  UniTersity  Library,  Caracas. 
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Victoria:  Public  Library,  Museum  and  Na- 
tional Gallery,  Mcllx>ume. 

Wiirtenilxsrg :  Konigliche  Bibliothek,  Stutt- 
gart. 

By  the  time  these  letters  were  received,  late 
in  May,  it  was  t<x>  late  to  do  anything  further 
in  the  premises,  with  rcganl  to  European  coun- 
tries, in  the  hope  of  reaching  any  definite  con- 
clusions for  presentation  to  the  Association, 
the  present  year.  I  had  expccte<l  that  the  Cana- 
dian sub-rei>ort  arranged  for  by  Mr.  C»onld, 
would  reach  here  in  time  for  Uiis  reix)rt,  but  it 
has  not  thus  far  been  received.  In  the  event  of 
its  arrival  during  the  coming  autumn,  it  will  Ijc 
summarized  for  the  Library  Journal,  that  no 
time  may  be  lost  by  those  who  may  wish  to 
profit  by  the  infonnation. 

The  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  of- 
fers little  hope  for  any  but  State  or  large  Univer- 
sity libraries,  in  soliciting  foreign  governments 
for  official  publications  ;  but  there  are  many 
such  libraries  in  America,  and  to  these  it  will 
be  important  to  ascertain  exactly  upon  what 
footing  they  may  hope  to  stand  in  this  matter. 
To  this  end,  the  investigation  now  in  progress 
should  be  continucil  by  the  Association,  and  an 
early  notification  of  appointment  sent  to  tlie 
members  of  the  conmiittee  selected. 

Although  State  and  University  libraries  arc 
chiefly  interested  in  this  matter,  other  libraries 
of  importance  will  find  that  in  some  lines  of 
reports  —  such  as  railways,  insurance,  etc. — 
courteous  requests  to  the  heads  of  bureaus 
will  generally  be  acce<lcd  to ;  particularly  so,  if 
the  librarian  can  secure  the  friendly  offices  of 
the  resident  American  minister.  In  the  Wis- 
consin State  Historical  Library,  we  have  found 
that  France,  Germany,  Belgium,  Holland,  The 
Australian  provinces,  and  Mexico  have  !)een 
the  most  generously  disposed.  In  regard  to 
English  documents,  I  think  most  American 
librarians  will  agree  that  the  case  is  hoj>eless, 
save  through  aish  subscription. 

In  general,  we  should  recognize  that  proba!)ly 
no  government  is  so  free  with  its  documents  as 
the  American. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Reubkn  G.  Thwaitks,  Chairman. 

The  President  stated  that  no  report  had  been 
received  from  the  committee  on  co-operation,  at 
this  time.  It  came  to  hand  during  the  9th 
session,  however,  was  read  by  title  and  ordered 
printed  : 
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RBPORT  OF  THE  CX)MMITTEE  ON  CO-OPERATION. 

Your  attention  has  repeatedly  been  called  to 
the  necessity  in  the  case  of  this  committee  of 
having  the  members  in  the  same  city  or  neigh- 
borhood so  that  it  could  have  frequent  meet- 
ings for  discussion.  We  have  this  year  a 
mathematical  distribution  of  the  committee 
between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  seaboards, 
with  the  members  scattered  at  regular  intervals 
between.  The  expense  of  a  personal  meeting 
during  the  year  has,  therefore,  made  impossi- 
ble the  kind  of  report  that  proved  so  valuable 
in  the  early  years  of  the  Association,  when 
various  devices  were  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee for  careful  examination  and  trial,  and 
the  opinion  as  to  their  value  was  formulated 
and  printed.  The  chairman  would  be  usurping 
the  powers  of  the  committee  in  expressing  in- 
dividual judgment,  and  can  only  submit  some 
general  topics  that  may  be  suggestive  to  the 
committee  for  1896. 

The  most  important  co-operation  at  present 
is  that  resulting  from  the  organization  of  state 
and  local  associations.  In  all  their  work, 
divided  among  committees  and  individuals,  we 
have  simply  the  natural  result  to  be  expected 
from  the  efiforts  begun  in  1876  to  secure  greater 
efficiency  among  libraries  by  co-operation. 

Attention  is  specially  called  to  the  plan  of  the 
Massachusetts  library  club  adopted  at  their 
Boston  meeting,  March  i,  1895,  to  undertake 
for  adults,  a  monthly  list  of  works  of  fiction, 
specially  suited  for  public  libraries.  The 
Library  Bureau  furnishes  from  its  books  used 
for  the  printed  catalog  cards  the  material  to  a 
committee  of  17,  divided  into  sub-committees 
of  three,  which  return  to  the  secretary  with 
recommendations  and  conmients  the  books 
sent  them  for  examination.  Those  recom- 
mended by  every  one  of  the  three  members  are 
put  on  the  lists  to  be  printed  monthly  with  de- 
sirable annotations  and  sent  free  to  club  mem- 
bers and  to  others  paying  a  small  subscription. 
Mr.  G:  T.  Little,  who  has  done  excellent  work  in 
this  line,  supplied  the  club  with  copies  of  his 
last  list  of  100  books.  This  opens  a  field  for  a 
most  valuable  co-operation .  The  d  ifferen t  clubs 
now  becoming  so  numerous,  and  soon  to  re- 
present every  state  in  the  union,  could  ex- 
change their  publications  and,  still  better, 
could  co-operate  on  a  larger  scale  in  preparing 
9,  monthly  list  covering   not  only  fiction  but 


other  subjects,  and  for  national  instead  of  state 
use. 

In  New  York  much  is  being  done  in  this  di- 
rection at  the  state  library.  Nearly  30  select 
lists  have  been  published  as  catalogs  of  the 
traveling  libraries  which  by  their  success  have 
marked  an  epoch  in  library  work.  This  prin- 
ciple ought  to  be  widely  extended,  and  it  would 
seem  a  desirable  recommendation  from  this 
Association  to  the  proper  government  officials 
to  have  the  plan  adopted  for  the  various  gar- 
risons, army-posts,  ships  of  war,  and  other 
points  where  considerable  numbers  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  United  States  could  profit  by  having 
the  best  selections  of  reading  matter  fr^eely 
available.  The  state  library  associations  should 
also,  each  in  its  own  territory,  try  to  introduce 
this  most  economical  method  of  making  good 
books  widely  available.  Three  or  four  of  the 
states  have  already  passed,  or  have  in  the  hands 
of  influential  men,  for  passage,  laws  based  on 
that  of  New  York. 

Beside  the  traveling  libraries.  New  York  has 
also  what  is  known  as  the  Capitol  library,  an  ap- 
plication of  the  same  principle  to  the  state  em- 
ployees resident  in  the  capitol.  A  selection  of 
the  very  best  books  is  made  to  be  lent  freely  to 
any  person  employed  by  the  state  for  the  use  of 
himself  and  family.  The  trial  library  of  200  or 
300  volumes  has  now  grown  to  more  than  as 
many  thousand,  and  the  character  of  books 
taken,  and  the  satis&ction  of  the  readers  has 
amply  justified  the  experiment. 

Mr.  W:  H.  Tillinghast  of  the  co-operation 
committee  makes  the  following  admirable  sug- 
gestion as  another  application  of  the  same  prin- 
ciple : 

*'  If  libraries  will  take  a  hand  in  the  work  of 
the  *  shut-in*  societies,  and  co-operate  with 
them  and  one  another  in  getting  books  to  those 
who  are  really  unable  to  get  them  for  them- 
selves, I  think  much  good  would  result.  Li- 
braries might  join  the  'Cheeriul  letter*  ex- 
change, note  the  applications  from  people 
within  their  vicinity  and  consider  whether  they 
could  not  do  something  to  place  their  resources 
at  the  service  of  those  unfortunates.  Many  ap- 
plications come  for  books  from  places  that 
have  a  public  library,  and  inquiry  has  some- 
times shown  that  the  public  library  was  prac- 
tically inaccessible  to  that  particular  person. 
It  would  seem  that  something  might  be  done  to 
help  the  societies  and  the  libraries  to  reach  the 
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people  ihey  want  to  reach  with  less  expendi- 
ture of  energy." 

With  the  co-operation  of  many  librarians  we 
have  jnst  ready  for  the  printer  a  list  of  500 
books  for  the  nse  of  small  libraries,  many  of 
which  are  simply  dazed  and  confused  by  the 
wealth  of  the  A.  L.  A.  library.  Miss  Wheeler, 
with  an  assistant,  in  the  public  libraries  de- 
partment uses  every  available  hour  in  collecting 
and  preparing  material  for  the  annotated  sec- 
tions of  the  A.  L.  A.  catalog  which  have  been 
so  long  promised,  and  which  at  last  seem  to  be 
in  sight. 

Co-operation  in  different  sections  of  the  coun- 
try can  be  best  organized  through  the  local 
dubs,  and  there  is  no  more  promising  field  for 
the  work  in  the  immediate  future. 

Another  form  of  co-operation  easily  possible  to 
such  dubs,  and  promising  excellent  results,  is 
some  scheme  of  affiliation  with  the  A.  L.  A. 
with  a  resulting  fraternity  among  the  various 
associations  so  that  the  members  of  any  one 
should  have,  not  by  courtesy  but  by  right,  the 
privilege  of  attending  meetings  of  the  other 
aaaodations,  or  perhaps  become  corresponding 
members,  receiving  their  publications  and 
notices  on  payment  of  a  small  fee,  but  not 
voting.  Some  librarians  are  so  constituted  that 
they  would  hesitate  to  attend  a  meeting  of  a 
library  club  in  another  state,  although  they 
happened  to  be  in  the  city  at  the  time,  unless 
they  were  specially  invited,  and  yet  under  a 
standing  rule  that  all  members  of  other  associa- 
tions were  corresponding  or  honorary  mem- 
bers, would  be  relieved  of  their  embarrassment. 
It  is  suggested  to  the  various  clubs  that  a  by-law 
to  this  effSect  would  pave  the  way  to  some 
pleasant  acquaintances  and  spread  practical 
co-operation. 

The  co-operative  volume  of  subject  headings 
suggested  by  this  committee  in  1893  was  pro- 
perly turned  over  to  the  Publishing  Section 
and  has  been  printed,  and  volumes  are  expected 
from  the  bindery  to  be  in  your  hands  at  the 
Denver  meeting.  It  was  agreed  that  the  very 
important  co-operative  work  connected  with  the 
preparation  or  publication  of  bibliographies, 
catalogs,  indexes,  and  similar  works  should  be 
turned  over  to  the  Publishing  Section,  and  the 
many  interesting  plans  now  going  forward  un- 
der a  more  active  administration  of  that  section 
are  properly  noted  in  its  report  rather  than  by 
this  committee. 


We  may,  however,  properly  commend  the 
suggestion  of  the  Recorder  that  hereafter  the 
editing,  printing,  and  publishing  of  the  A.L.A. 
Proceedings  shall  be  turne<l  over  to  the  Pub- 
lishing Section,  thus  relieving  the  Association 
itself  entirely  from  the  publishing  business. 
It  is  a  curious  anomaly  that  the  publication 
which  uiturally  would  have  been  firat  on  the 
list  of  the  Publishing  Section  is  still  handed 
about  among  individual  officers,  printed  in 
various  places,  and  not  kept  cataloged  or  on 
sale.  It  would  be  entirely  practicable,  under 
the  suggested  transfer,  to  continue  publishing 
the  proceedings  in  the  Library  Journal^  and 
supplying  them  to  each  member,  but  no  series 
of  the  Publishing  Section  would  be  more  val- 
uable than  that  of  our  annual  Proceedings ;  and 
with  the  Section's  admirable  facilities  for  dis- 
tribution, the  number  sold  would  greatly  in- 
crease its  usefulness,  and  add  materially  to  the 
income.  This  plan  would  enable  the  Section 
to  select  parts  for  wide  distribution,  and  have 
editions  printed  from  the  same  type ;  but  it  is 
found  impracticable  as  the  Proceedings  are  now 
printed.  The  A.  L.  A.  ought  at  this  meeting 
to  order  turned  over  to  the  Publishing  Section 
any  copies  still  remaining  of  Proceedings  of 
previous  years,  so  that  they  may  be  preserved 
for  completing  sets  in  newly  organized  libra- 
ries, and  for  those  who  value  them  most,  and 
who  would  be  willing  to  pay  the  price  fixed  for 
them. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  vari- 
ous experiments,  the  plan  of  printed  catalc>g 
cards  has  been  consistently  kept  up,  though  at 
some  sacrifice,  by  the  Library  Bureau,  which 
still  professes  itself  willing  to  sink  a  reasonable 
amount  each  year  in  order  to  test  thoroughly 
what  has  so  long  been  the  dream  of  librarians. 
If  those  interested  will  support  the  measure  it 
will  grow  stronger  each  year,  and  many  who 
have  hesitated  to  equip  themselves  properly 
with  cases  and  trays  for  preserving  the  v£uious 
lists  so  easily  made  with  the  printed  cards  will 
begin  to  do  so,  thus  increasing  the  number  used 
and  making  the  project  self-supporting.  The 
practical  difficulty  is  that  people  urge  the  vast 
importance  of  this  plan,  and  when  it  is  made 
possible  fail  to  give  it  a  fair  trial,  allowing 
their  cards  to  accumulate  in  packages  instead 
of  dividing  them  into  the  eight  or  ten  exceed- 
ingly useful  lists  which  can  be  made  merely  by 
shuffling   the  cards  into   different  ordera  by 
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suljjects,  authors,  publishers,  books  to  be  ex- 
atiiinecl,  l>ooks  read,  books  to  be  bought,  etc. 

We  have  l)ecn  called  on  for  a  co-operative 
index  to  translations,  and  the  matter  is  re- 
ferred to  the  Publishing  Section,  whence  we 
hope  to  have  the  volume  in  due  time. 

The  co-operative  index  to  U.  S.  publications 
is  near  at  hand  at  government  expense.  Under 
the  new  law  the  public  printer  has  appointed 
as  the  head  of  this  department  Mr,  F.  A.  Cran- 
dall,  of  HufTalo,  who  impresses  those  of  us  who 
have  met  him  as  specially  well  adapted  to  make 
the  department  a  success.  He  has  already 
secured  a  number  of  trained  library  catalogers 
and  indexers,  and  we  are  soon  to  have  more 
creditable  catalogs  and  indexes  tlian  have  ever 
before  been  printed  for  govemmsnt  publica- 
tions. 

No  effort  has  been  made  this  year  to  collect 
a  list  of  new  appliances  as  should  be  done 
where  a  conmiittee  can  meet  and  examine  and 
report  upon  them. 

A  few  are  noted  :  We  are  still  awaiting  a  lit- 
tle further  development,  but  within  a  year  or 
two  shall  probably  be  able  to  report  the  desira- 
bility of  the  phonograph  for  library  use  where 
now  a  stenographer  is  required. 

The  promise  of  the  linotype  brightens,  and 
co-operative  cataloging  beyond  our  fondest 
dreams  of  a  generation  ago  may  soon  be  possi- 
ble. 

The  makers  promise  within  a  month  a  new 
model  of  the  Hammond  typewriter  which  they 
declare  will  give  better  results  in  library  work 
than  any  other  writing  machine. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Rudolph,  whose  name  is  associated 
with  the  Indcxer,  has  already  added  another 
to  the  many  forms  of  temporary  binders,  and 
will  doubtless  have  samples  on  exhibition  at 
the  meeting. 

Philip  Reich,  of  Cincinnati,  has  been  for  years 
at  work  over  an  elaborate  automatic  book 
and  parcel  carrier  which  he  insists  has  great 
merits,  and  which  some  librarian  with  mechan- 
ical tastes  and  leisure  ought  to  examine  thor- 
oughly for  a  report  at  our  next  meeting. 

An  important  piece  of  co-operative  work  in 
zoology  promises  fine  results  which  are  likely 
to  be  imitated  in  other  departments.  The 
project  as  it  now  stands  is  the  result  of  negotia- 
tions extending  through  a  period  of  five  years 
past,  and  will  serve,  it  is  hoped,  as  an  intro- 
duction to  the  larger  plan  of  the  Royal  Society. 


It  will,  for  the  moment,  merely  undertake 
zoology  and  publish  a  fortnightly  classified 
index  to  zoological  literature.  In  the  pamphlet 
edition  each  chapter  representing  the  divisions 
of  a  systematic  classification  will  be  complete 
in  itself,  i,  e.y  will  contain  as  cross-references  all 
works  treating  incidentally  a  given  group,  al- 
though the  work  as  a  whole  may  be  classed 
elsewhere.  In  this  assignment  of  titles,  which 
will  be  carried  out  by  a  staff  of  trained  zoologists, 
it  is  proposed  to  pass  in  review  the  contents  of 
each  paper  rather  than  to  be  guided  by  the  title. 
The  entire  index  can  be  had  cither  in  pamphlet 
form  or  as  galleys  which  can  be  cut  up  for 
further  bibliographic  elaborations.  A  second 
edition  finally  will  appear  on  library  cards. 
Each  card  will  be  provided  with  a  series  of 
symbols  representing  three  cross-classifications, 
( I )  according  to  systematic  groups  of  animals 
(numeric  symbols),  (2)  systems  of  organs 
(Roman  letters),  (3)  geographic  divisions  (Greek 
letters.)  These  symbols  will  be  of  the  most 
elementary  kind,  so  that  any  laboratory  boy 
or  librarian's  assistant  can  properly  class 
the  cards  without  the  slightest  knowledge  of  the 
science.  If  he  arranges  them  numerically  they 
will  be  classed  systematically  ;  if  told  to  follow 
the  Roman  letters  a  morphologic  classification 
will  result,  and  the  same  faunistically  —  or 
finally  numerous  combinations  of  these  can  be 
made  of  an  alphabetic  author  arrangement  be 
followed. 

So  nmch  for  the  system.  The  bureau  where 
this  index  will  be  compiled  will  be  situated  at 
Zurich,  Switzerland,  and  will  be  maintained  by 
international  contributions,  the  greater  number 
of  which  have  already  been  secured.  It  pro- 
poses to  begin  with  January  i,  1896,  and  to 
record  everything  which  appears  after  that 
date. 

The  work  is  considerable  in  its  nature  (800  or 
more  titles  per  year)  and  is  likely  to  grow,  for 
already  negotiations  for  similar  co-ordinate 
bureaus  for  physiology,  anatomy,  botany,  and 
geology  have  been  commenced  and  it  is  indeed 
not  impossible  that  the  first  two  and  the  last 
may  begin  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  Herbert  Haviland  Field  of  Great  Neck, 
L.  I.,  N.  Y.,  would  be  very  glad  to  have  firotn 
the  Association,  or  any  librarian,  suggestions  or 
criticism  on  the  scheme  outlined  above. 

Still  more  important  is  the  international  bib- 
liographic bureau  with  headquarters  at  Bmaaels, 
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Belgium.  The  committee  entrusted  with  the 
investigation  reported  that  they  found  most 
widely  used  and  most  practicable  for  their  pro- 
posed international  work  the  Decimal  classifica- 
tion, and  a  formal  request  was  made  for  the 
privil^pe  of  translating  it  into  various  European 
langnagcfl  for  more  convenient  use.  The  author 
waa  glad  to  grant  the  request,  and  has  accepted 
the  invitation  of  the  bureau  to  serve  for  the 
present  as  president,  or  cliairman,  of  the  Ameri- 
can division.  Fuller  information  regarding 
the  proposed  international  work  will  Ix;  pub- 
lished, as  received,  in  the  Library  Journal  and 
reported  to  the  A.  L.  A. 

At  the  organization  of  our  Association  the 
watchword  about  which  we  rallieil,  was  co-op- 
eration. This  is  the  20th  year  of  our  work,  and 
when  we  review  it  we  find  that  most  of  the  good 
that  has  been  accomplished  has  come  through 
the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  few,  or  many,  in 
attaining  results  for  which  no  individual,  how- 
ever earnest  or  able,  would  be  sufficient.  I  am 
profoundly  convinced  after  these  20  years  of 
close  connection  with  the  modern  library  movc- 
Dient  that  co-operation  is  still  our  watchword, 
and  that  the  fields  just  l)cforc  us  and  already 
white  for  the  harvest  are  to  be  won  only  in  this 
way.  Excellent  work  can  be  done  in  a  litnitcd 
way  by  a  single  librarian  who  declines  to  co-op- 
erate with  his  fellows  in  the  profession,  but 
none  of  the  great  movements  that  carry  educa- 
tion foryrard  and  dignify  librarianship  are  pos- 
sible except  by  working  together.  A  long  pull 
is  good,  and  a  strong  pull  is  good,  but  a  pull 
all  together  is  more  important  tlian  all  the  rest. 
For  the  Co-operation  Committee^ 
M8i<vii<  Dewky,  Chairman, 

Miss  Agnbs  Van  Vai^kbnburgh,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  chairman  Montgomery,  read  the 

RBPORT   OP    COMMITTEB    ON  UBRARY  SCHOOI< 
AND  TRAINING  CI«ASSBS. 

The  Library  School  at  Albany  has  had  a  most 
successful  year  and  is  steadily  growing  in  use- 
fulness. The  demand  for  its  students  is  so 
constant  that  a  large  number  of  the  senior  class 
have  this  year  been  detailed  for  field  work.  It 
would  seem  that  this  success  might  menace  the 
life  of  the  institution,  for  a  school  without  a 
graduating  class  might  cause  remark. 

The  standard  of  scholarship  required  for  ad- 


mission continues  to  rise  steadily,  and  it  is 
interesting  to  note  thai  tliere  have  been  more 
applications  from  college  graduates  this  year 
than  there  are  seats  in  the  school,  so  that  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  admission  to  the 
school  must  be  limited  to  those  who  hold  col- 
lege diplomas. 

The  work  of  the  classes  has  been  well  de- 
scribed. A  feature  in  this  vear's  work  is  the 
formation  of  a  class  in  indexing,  under  Miss 
Martha  T.  Wheeler,  who  has  charge  of  the 
indexing  of  tlie  University  publications.  For 
practice  the  class  indexed  Nichols'  pamphlet 
on  Indexing.  The  calls  for  indexers  have  been 
numerous,  showing  tlie  need  for  more  thorough 
training  in  tliat  work. 

The  work  in  bibliography  done  by  the  students 
is  wortliy  of  mention,  for  it  is  evidently  done 
with  great  care.  The  shelves  of  the  lecture- 
room  and  the  drawers  of  the  catalog  case  show 
a  number  of  valuable  bibliographies  and  read- 
ing lists.  They  are  made,  as  far  as  possible, 
from  personal  examination  of  the  books.  These 
lists  arc  use<l  by  the  readers  who  frequent  the 
State  Library,  and  have  been  loane<l  in  some 
cases  to  the  students  at  a  disUince,  but  this  is 
too  small  a  circulation,  and  the  school  now 
proposes  to  have  tlicni  printe<l  for  distribution. 
A  guide  to  the  study  of  Whistler,  compiled  by 
W.  G.  Forsyth  and  J.  L.  Harrison,  has  been 
selected  for  Bulletin  No.  i,  and  others  will 
follow  quickly. 

A  course  in  comparative  cataloging,  embrac- 
ing the  study  often  representative  English  and 
American  codes  of  rules  was  given  by  Miss  Ada 
A.  Jones. 

Special  lectures  were  given  by  the  following 
librarians:  E.  H.  Anderson,  C.  W.  Andrews, 
W.  H.  Brett,  C.  A.  Cutter,  W.  I.  Fletcher,  W. 
E.  Foster,  G.  M.  Jones,  Alice  B.  Kroeger, 
J.  N.  Lamed,  T.  L.  Montgomery,  A.  L.  Peck. 

In  conclusion  we  are  told  that  there  has  been  a 
marked  increase  in  the  salaries  paid  to  Library 
School  students  during  their  first  year  of  work 
after  leaving  the  school,  and  this  statement  has 
made  a  profound  impression  upon  your  com- 
mittee. 

The  Pratt  Institute  Training  Ctass. 

The  Pratt  Institute  graduated  its  fifth  library 
training  cla.ss  in  June  and  the  year  was  a  most 
successful  one.  A  class  of  22  was  admitted 
after  competitive  examination  of  more  than  60 
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applicauts.  Miss  Pluinincr  reports  the  work 
of  the  class  as  very  satisfactory.  A  Current 
Topics  class  and  a  course  in  library  I)ook-keei)- 
ing  were  added  to  the  curriculum,  and  the 
Library  Economy  broadened  somewhat  by  lec- 
tures dealing  witli  methods  used  in  other 
libraries.  A  representive  of  your  committee 
attended  a  meeting  of  the  Current  Topics  class 
and  wishes  to  express  warm  appreciation  of  the 
way  in  which  Miss  Avery  conducted  tlie  work. 
The  course  in  literature  is  also  in  charge  of 
Miss  Avery,  and  the  type- written  reading  lists 
of  the  course  arc  most  useful  guides  for  stu- 
dents. A  Home  Library  was  started  in  one  of 
the  poorer  districts,  and  it  is  hoped  that  each 
succeeding  class  will  establish  one  of  these 
libraries. 

The  total  number  of  students  lias  been  120, 
of  which  uunil)er  75  have  entered  on  library 
work.  It  can  be  said  that  all  students  who 
have  completed  the  course  satisfactorily,  and 
who  wished  to  make  practical  use  of  their 
training,  have  had  an  opportunity  to  do  so.  A 
number  of  librarians  will  be  asked  to  meet  the 
class  this  winter  and  talk  over  the  practical 
side  of  tlieir  work  with  the  results  attained  ; 
it  is  hoped  that  the  librarians  will  be  truthful. 
The  Drexel  InsHiuU  Library  Class, 

The  work  of  this  class  has  steadily  advanced 
under  the  direction  of  Miss  Alice  B.  Kroeger. 
Nineteen  students  received  certificates  this 
spring.  The  graduates  of  the  school  are  now 
found  in  nearly  every  Philadelphia  library, 
and  the  greater  i^rt  of  this  year's  class  is  now 
actively  cngageil  in  library  work. 

The  class  has  tlic  opportunity  of  hearing  many 
lectures  on  special  topics,  and  a  course  on  tlie 
History  of  Printing  l)y  Dr.  MacAlister  deserves 
especial  mention.  The  library  of  the  Institute 
is  a  most  attractive  place,  and  the  students 
start  their  work  with  a  most  impressive  object- 
lesson  in  neatness  and  order. 

The  Annour  Insiituie  Training  Class. 

The  one  room,  50x60  ft.,  which  contains  the 
desks  for  the  faculty  and  class,  book-shelves, 
reading-tables,  chairs,  etc.,  ser\'es  as  an  admir- 
able example  of  what  may  be  accomplishe<l  in 
a  small  space.  The  work  goes  on  smoothly 
and  promptly,  and  in  a  way  which  must  im- 
press those  who  are  trained  witli  the  worth  and 
beauty  of  ortler. 

The  students  cannot  leave  without  conscious- 
ly or  unconsciously  reflecting  its  influence. 


Notwithstanding  its  cramped  quarters,  the 
training  class  works  under  conditions  most 
favorable  to  the  attainment  of  ideals.  The  In- 
stitute is  in  close  proximity  to  great  examples 
of  tlie  four  types  of  public  libraries :  the 
Chicago  Public,  the  Newberry,  the  Chicago 
University,  and  Hyde  Park  School  Library. 
Studies  arc  also  made  of  a  half-dozen  or  more 
libraries  within  a  radius  of  a  hundred  miles 
from  Chicago. 

The  course  of  study  is  now  designed  to  oc- 
cupy two  years ;  the  first  year  including  work 
in  ordering,  accessioning,  classifying,  catalog- 
ing, loaning,  methods  of  binding,  etc.  The 
second  year,  as  now  outlined,  will  include  a 
course  on  the  history  of  printing,  and  the  his- 
tory of  libraries,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  mod- 
ern libraries,  gleaned  from  a  study  of  annual 
reports.  There  will  also  be  courses  in  conti- 
nental literature,  bibliography  (by  specialists 
from  the  University  of  Chicago),  and  library 
architecture,  together  with  apprentice  work  in 
the  Institute  Library. 

To  accomplish  all  this  the  standard  of  schol- 
arship is,  and  should  be,  kept  high.  Neither 
breadth  of  view  nor  comprehensive  grasp  djo. 
come  from  two  years'  study  in  library  science 
unless  grounded  upon  work  in  college  or  uni- 
versity of  repute  or  its  equi\'alent  in  study. 
Among  the  many  things  which  impress  the 
visitor  is  the  spirit  of  helpfulness,  a  desire  not 
only  to  give  the  training  class  all  the  benefits 
possible,  but  to  make  the  library  a  distinctive 
feature  in  the  life  and  thought  of  the  commu- 
nity. The  reading  room  is  free  to  all,  and 
students  from  outside  who  wish  books  may 
borrow  them  for  home  use.  Besides  benefiting 
the  community  by  this  metliod  the  members 
of  the  training  class  have  an  example  of  the 
working  of  a  small  circulating  library,  and  thus 
come  to  learn  in  a  measure  the  wants  of  the 
public  and  the  best  methods  of  dealing  with 
readers. 

There  is  another  and  more  delightfrtl  way  in 
which  the  faculty  and  class  are  helping  in  the 
struggle  for  the  life  of  others.  They  recognize 
the  fact  that  it  is  always  through  the  children 
that  tlie  best  work  may  be  done  for  the  uplift- 
ing of  any  community,  and  so  they  have  placed 
some  valuable  little  traveling  libraries  in  the 
homes  of  the  poor  families  in  the  vicinity. 
The  members  of  the  faculty  and  class  visit  the 
houses,   talk  about  the   books  and  help  the 
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children  to  select  such  literature  as  will  interest 
and  instmct  them.  Pictures  are  to  be  added  to 
cizcalate  as  the  books  do. 

In  conclusion  your  committee  cannot  speak 
too  approvingly  of  the  spirit  of  moral  earnest- 
ness, genuineness,  and  alertness  which  per- 
vades each  of  the  schools.  With  such  training 
classes  as  these  in  the  country,  whose  aims  and 
ideals  are  high,  we  can  confidently  look  for  a 
still  truer,  more  progressive  library  spirit  in  the 
near  future. 

Lnxm  B.  Stbasns,  ^ 

Ellsn  M.  Chandler,  I  ^^        'ai 

Thomas  L.  Montgomkry,    f  ^<wff«ir/<?^. 

Chairman.  ' 

Dr.  G:  B.  WniB,  in  the  absence  of  chairman 
Jones,  read  the 

^INAl.    RBPOmT   OF   THB    COMMITTBB    ON    AN 
INDBX  TO  SUBJECT   HEADINGS. 

After  three  years  of  service  the  conmiittcc 
^o-day  presents  its  final  report  in  the  form  of  a 
b>ound  volume  of  193  pages  entitled  :  "List  of 
Subject  Headings  for  use  in  Dictionary  Cata- 
logs.    Prepared  by  a  committee  of  the  Ameri- 
can Library  Association.    Published  for  the 
A.  L.  A.  Publishing    Section  by  the    Library 
Bureau,  146  Franklin  Street,  Boston,  Mass., 

1895." 

You  now  have  an  opportunity  to  judge  if  our 
work  be  good  or  bad.  We  hope  it  may  be  use- 
ful to  catalogers  notwithstanding  its  imperfec- 
tions. Having  completed  the  work  for  which 
we  have  been  appointed,  we  beg  to  be  excused 
from  further  service. 

Gardner  M.  Jones, 
C:  A.  Cutter, 
G.  E.^WiRE, 

P:  M.Crunden. —  I  think  a  committee  that 
prepares  193  pages  of  printed  matter  ought  to 
be  especially  commended.  I  move  that  the 
report  be  accepted,  and  the  committee  honor- 
ably discharged  with  the  thanks  of  the  Asso- 
ciation.    Voted. 

SCHEBCE  OP  INTERNATIONAL  CO-OPKRATION  IN 
INDEXING  SCIENTIFIC  PERIODICALS,  TRANS- 
ACTIONS, AND  MONOGRAPHS. 

Pres.  UTLEY. — You  will  remctnl)cr  that  there 
was  published  in  March  of  this  year  iu  the  FA- 
brary  Journal  (20:81-4),  &i^  outline  of  the 
scheme  proposed  by  the  Royal  Society,  England, 


«.  Jones,  ) 

SR,  \ 

t,  M.  D.,    j 


CofPtmittee, 


for  co-operation  in  cataloging  scientific  litera- 
ture. That  matter  has  been  put  in  the  hands 
of  a  committee,  and  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Society  and  the  committee  will  be 
published  in  the  same  connection.  Prof.  Bow- 
ditch,  who  was  a  member  of  the  committee, 
and  interested  in  that  matter,  urged  upon  me 
to  have  the  subject  presented  to  this  Associa- 
tion, as  he  thought  there  were  some  details  of 
the  scheme  that  required  the  consideration  of 
librarians. 

I  requested  Mr.  Andrews,  formerly  librarian 
of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 
and  now  of  the  John  Crerar  Library,  to  discuss 
this  subject,  and  he  promised  to  do  so.  His 
paper  has  not  been  received,  but  may  be  for- 
warded later. 

{See  p.  23.) 

I  also  asked  Mr.  Rowell,  librarian  of  the 
State  University  of  California,  to  write  upon 
the  same  topic.  He  was  detained  at  home  by 
the  summer  school  at  that  University,  but  has 
sent  on  a  paper  that  will  now  be  read  by  Mr. 
Wing. 

{See  p.  2/.) 

Mr.  Fassig,  librarian  of  the  U.  S.  Weather 
Bureau,  at  Washington,  would  like  to  si)eiik  in 
reference  to  the  same  matter. 

O.  L.  Fassig. —  A  few  days  ago  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  discussing  the  subject  of  indexing 
scientific  literature  with  Mr.  Herbert  Haviland 
Field,  who  has  spent  tlie  past  three  years  in 
the  work  of  indexing  the  literature  of  zo(ilogy. 
From  Mr.  Field's  experience  we  may  be  able 
to  get  some  valuable  suggestions.  In  connec  - 
tion  witli  his  work  at  the  Naples  Zoological 
Station,  he  felt  great  necessity  for  keeping  in 
hand  the  literature  on  tlie  subject,  and  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  director  of  the  station  Mr. 
Field  has  personally  undertaken  tlie  work  of 
elaborating  an  international  scheme  for  this 
work  in  zoology.  He  called  upon  me  a  few 
days  ago,  and  state<l  his  plans  as  they  are  to 
be  carried  out  during  the  coming  year,  1896. 
I  requested  him  to  write  out  what  he  liad  to  say 
so  that  I  might  present  his  ideas  to  the  A.  L.  A. 
at  the  Denver  meeting.  This  he  has  done,  and 
perhaps  the  best  way  to  bring  his  plan  before 
you  will  be  simply  to  read  his  paper. 

I  might  say  that  it  is  a  plan  which  in  my 
mind  is  a  practical  one,  and  which  can  l)e  ex- 
tended to  the  general  field  of  science,  such  as 
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f  1896,  provides,  I  think,  only  for  the 
issue  of  bulletins  nnd  cards.  I  might 
I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  An- 
ne time  ago,  during  which  he  sug- 
At  the  titles  be  printed  on  sheets  and 
d  immediately.  He  docs  not  seem  to 
r  of  the  card  system,  which  he  consid- 
ilky  ;  he  is  rather  in  fevor  of  printing 

on  sheets  as  soon  as  received,  with 
space  between  the  titles  so  that  tlicy 
It  into  slips  and  pasted  on  canls. 
Crundrn.— That  would  l>e  a  good 
onbtedly. 

J.  W1R8. — I  have  seen  considerable  of 
less  in  connection  with  medical  peri- 
pecially  with  the  Index  Medicus.  You 
now  that  the  publication  of  that  work 

suspended.  It  was  begun  by  Mr. 
about  the  same  time  that  he  started 
ry  JoumaL  He  spent  a  considerable 
»f  money  on  it,  nobody  knows  how 
len  it  passed  through  various  vicissi- 
I  finally  came  into  the  hands  of  George 
,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  one  of  the 
of  the  firm  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co., 
lu&cturing  druggists.  This  man  was 
with  considerable  library  spirit  and 
for  he  has  kept  up  the  Index  Medicus 

to  himself  of  anywhere  from  four 
X)  two  thousand  dollars  a  year. 
>rk  has  been  done  at  the  Surgeon 

office,  in  Washington,  under  the 
m  of  Dr.  Billings  and  Dr.  Spencer. 
^ive  about  one  thousand  periodicals 
ine  and  the  allied  sciences,  and  the 
hich  they  wish  to  index  are  marked 

are  indexed.  They  do  not  aim  to 
tints  and  abstracts,  as  has  been  spoken 
but  index  the  original  article ;  and  I 
7  must  have  some  limitation  as  to  the 
lat  is,  as  to  the  amount  of  matter 
!y  will  index.  As  I  said,  it  has  been 
for  a  number  of  years,  but  now  Mr. 
discontinued  it,  as  he  could  not  afford 
Qoney  on  it  any  longer,  It  used  to 
:  every  month,  very  regularly,   and 

a  complete  index  to  each  volume  at 
'the  year.  We  also  take,  at  the  New- 
rary,  all  the  other  indexes  of  medical 
is  that  are  published,  and  in  contra- 
a  to  that  are  the  two  large  German 
8,  one  of  them  known  as  SchtnidVs 
fr,  and  the  other  as  Hirsch  Jahres- 


hericht.  These  are  very  thorough,  not  only 
as  indexes  but  as  resum^.  But  they  are  issued 
with  the  characteristic  continental  deliberative- 
ness  which  makes  the  index  come  out  about 
two  or  three  years  after  the  issuance  of  the 
periodical.  It  may  do  very  well  for  them,  but 
is  not  quite  swift  enough  for  us ;  and  the  Index 
Medicus  was  the  only  one  that  was  just  suited 
to  us.  It  took  a  good  deal  of  money,  however, 
and  could  not  be  done  by  voluntary  help,  but 
had  to  be  done  by  men  who  made  it  a  business. 
The  only  thing  approaching  it  is  an  annual 
published  by  the  F.  A.  Davis  Co.,  which  is 
good  in  its  way,  but  not  so  complete  as  the 
Index  Medicus.  It  is  not  so  much  of  an 
index  as  that  was. 

I  have  read  with  considerable  interest  nearly 
ever3rthing  that  has  been  published  within  a 
year,  or  so,  on  this  subject  of  scientific  indexing. 
I  remember  of  reading  some  about  it  in  The 
Library,  One  Englishman  had  an  idea  of  a 
universal  index.  Then  I  have  read  the  corre- 
spondence that  has  been  carried  on  in  Science^ 
and  in  Nature^  and  if  you  look  over  those 
pages  for  the  last  six  months  you  will  see  they 
look  at  it  from  the  scientist's  side  and  not  the 
librarian's  side.  They  are  not  so  practical  as 
we  would  wish.  They  want  a  large  sum  of 
money,  or  want  it  subsidized  by  the  Govern- 
ment ;  then  they  want  the  article  sent  to  the 
author  to  review  to  make  sure  that  they  do  not 
misinterpret  his  words.  You  know  what  that 
means,  half  of  the  articles  would  never  get 
back.  Their  schemes  are  all  very  wild  and 
very  visionary,  but  I  think  that  this  scheme 
that  has  been  proposed  to-day  is  a  very  good 
scheme ;  it  is  a  "  lovely"  scheme,  and  may  be  it 
would  last  a  year  or  so!  I  do  not  think  it  would 
last  longer  than  that.  It  calls  for  a  good  deal 
of  money,  a  large  central  station,  and  a  large 
number  of  periodicals,  or  else  to  have  to  have 
co-operation  in  getting  out  an  index.  I  think 
myself,  that  the  latter  is  really  the  best  way  of 
doing  it ;  the  only  difficulty  in  the  case  being 
that,  as  regards  scientific  periodicals,  there  are 
not  many  of  us  who  have  access  to  them,  and 
it  would  be  difficult  for  our  best  indexers  to  ob- 
tain access  to  them. 

We  have  a  large  number  of  law  and  medical 
libraries  in  this  county,  but  each  one  of  them 
will  make  a  card  catalog  for  their  own  library. 
You  could  not  persuade  them  into  co-op- 
eration, yet  the  A.  L,.  A.  people  co-operate  alj 
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right,  and  have  done  so  on  our  general  publica- 
tions ;  but  I  do  not  hanlly  see  how  they  are 
going  to  do  it  on  the  scientific  periodicals. 

O.  L.  Fassig. — ^It  was  simply  an  indefinite 
and  general  movement  initiated  by  the  Royal 
Society.  The  last  report,  issued  by  the  Royal 
Society  committee,  and  practically  adopted  by 
the  Society,  suggests  the  calling  of  a  confer- 
ence to  be  held  next  summer  in  London.  A 
conference  of  bibliographers,  or  of  persons  in- 
terested in  the  indexing  of  scientific  literature, 
to  discuss  the  various  schemes,  visionary  and 
otherwise,  which  have  been  suggested  during 
the  past  yeor  in  our  scientific  journals.  I  do 
not  take  so  gloomy  a  view  of  the  prospects  as 
my  friend  Dr.  Wire.  I  believe  that  the  next 
two  or  three  years  will  see  in  operation  a  prac- 
tical scheme  for  indexing  scientific  literature, 
and  it  will  probably  be  undertaken  by  the 
Royal  Society.  Whatever  may  be  undertaken 
by  the  Royal  Society  will  be  thoroughly  done ; 
tlie  Society  has  abundantly  demonstrated  what 
it  can  do  by  the  issue  of  that  famous  index,  the 
Royal  Society  Catalogue  of  Scientific  Papers. 
The  Society  simply  proposes  to  enlarge  upon 
this  scheme,  and  make  it  international,  begin- 
ning with  the  year  1900. 

F:  M.  Crundbn.— I  think  it  would  be  highly 
proper  for  a  resolution  of  heartfelt  appreciation 
to  be  passed  by  this  Association,  as  a  small 
measure  of  encouragement  to  the  learned  socie- 
ties that  are  undertaking  the  work,  and  I  sug- 
gest that  Mr.  Fassig  prepare  a  resolution  of 
that  kind  and  submit  it  at  the  next  session. 

Sec*y  NB150N. — In  connection  with  this 
matter,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  some  of  you 
to  know  that  Prof.  H.  C.  Bolton,  at  the  request 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  has  now  an 
expert  engaged  on  a  new  edition  of  his  Bibli- 
ography of  Scientific  Periodicals.  We  all  know 
how  valuable  that  has  been  to  librarians  of  the 
large  libraries  in  making  up  complete  sets  of 
scientific  periodicals.  Prof.  Bolton  is  an  en- 
thusiastic bibliographer,  and  has  done  good 
work  in  indexing  the  different  departments  of 
chemistry.  A  new  edition  is  now  being  pre- 
pared by  this  expert,  who  has  been  at  work  at 
Columbia  College  in  New  York,  and  is  going 
to  other  parts  of  the  country  where  he  can  get 
trace  of  periodicals  not  found  by  Prof.  Bolton, 
who  devoted  many  years  of  study  and  hard 
and  steady  work  to  preparing  the  edition  we 
now  have. 


I  move  that  Mr.  Fassig  be  requested  to  pre- 
pare a  resolution  expressing  the  views  of  the 
Association  in  this  nuitter,  and  hand  the  same 
to  the  committee  on  resolutions. —  Voted. 

Adjourned  at  4:20  p.  m. 

THIRD  SESSION. 
(Windsor   Hotbi*,  Tuesday  Evening,  Aug- 
ust 13,  8.30  p.  M.) 

ROI^I,  CAI^L  AND  INTRODUCTION. 

Prcs.  UtlEy.— We  have  introduced  for  this 
evening's  session  a  novelty  in  our  program, 
which  I  trust  may  prove  a  good  one.  The  pur- 
pose is  that  every  person  here  tonight  shall  be 
made  known  to  every  other  person  present.  It 
has  been  the  experience  of  some  of  us  that  we 
come  to  these  librarians'  meetings  as  strangers, 
and  that  it  is  not  an  easy  matter,  especially  for 
those  who  are  a  little  bashful,  to  get  acquainted 
and  to  know  who  is  who.  To  overcome  this 
diffidence  we  have  thought  of  this  scheme  of 
calling  the  roll.  Everybody  is  to  be  called  and 
when  called  is  expected  to  rise  so  as  to  be  seen  and 
recognized,  and  then  they  are  also  permitted, 
if  the  spirit  move,  to  make  a  few  remarks  on 
almost  any  subject  that  comes  to  their  minds 
as  suitable  for  such  an  occasion.  Nobody  will 
be  called  to  order,  whether  their  remarks  be 
pertinent  or  impertinent.  Now,  inasmuch  as 
I  am  already,  perhaps,  too  conspicious,  I  have 
excused  myself  from  being  called  upon.  Mr. 
Carr  has  kindly  volunteered  to  notify  yon  when 
you  are  wanted. 

(The  Recorder  then  called,  one  by  one,  all 
names  entered  upon  the  attendance  register  of 
the  present  meeting ;  not  entirely  in  the  order  of 
registration,  but  varying  the  sequence,  at  times, 
so  as  to  obtain  some  geographical  and  other 
alternations. 

The  responses,  both  in  promptness  and 
extent  were  very  general  and  effective,  so  that 
the  occasion,  as  a  whole,  Mras  entertaining  and 
serviceable). 

Adjourned  at  10.30  p.  m. 

FOURTH  SESSION. 

(High  Schooi<  Buii^ding,  Wednesday  Morn- 
ing, August  14.) 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Presi- 
dent at  10  A.  M. 
The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Miss  Mary 
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&  CunxRi  expressing  regrets  at  her  necessary 

abaeoce  from  this  Conference,  and  stating  some 

particulars  concerning  the  life  and  work  of 

Atiss  Lonisa  S.  Cutler,  late  librarian  at  Utica, 

N'.Y.,  who  died  August  2,  1895,  in  her  31st 

A  more  extended  notice  regarding  her, 

C:  A.  Cutter,  appears  in  the  Library  Journal 

September,  (30:310). 

Ovnng  to  the  absence  of  Miss  Cutler  the 

.KPORT  ON  SUPPUmSNT  TO  A.  L.  A.  CATAI<OG 

not  presented. 
Voted,— T\aBX.  the  committee  thereon  (See 
i&,  J.  30:176,  May,  1895),  be  continued  for 
other  year. 

T:  T.  Woodruff.— Not  having  the  report  of 

committee,  I  would  ask  if  there  is  any 

venient   source    of  information  by  which 

libraries  can  learn  of  a  limited  number, 

y  twenty-five,  fifty,  or  one  hundred  volumes, 

books  of  the  last  two  or  three  years  the  most 

for  additions  ? 

W:  R.  BasTBCAN.— The    New  York  Library 

evolved    a  scheme    (which  Miss 

er  really  prompted  although  her  name  did 

iot  appear),  of  sending  out  the  first  month  of 

present  a  year  list  of  two  hundred  and 

-two   books,  from    the    publications    of 

~i894,  most  likely  to  be  in  demand  in  a  popular 

"village   library.    The   list  was  scut  to  some 

^^^t  hundred  librarians  at  that  time,  with  a 

Teqnest  that  twenty-five  of  those  books  should 

be  checked  and  the  checked  lists  returned  to 

the  office  of  the  New  York  Library  Association, 

which  is,  at  present,  the  same  as  the  office  of 

the   Public   Libraries    Division   of  the  State 

Library. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  six  librarians  took 
pains  to  check  off  twenty-five  books  preferred 
and  returned  to  us  the  lists  thus  checked. 
We  took  these  and  printed  the  results  of  the 
returns.  There  are  a  few  copies  in  the  library 
eidiibit  now  here,  to  which  you  arc  welcome. 
They  showed  the  most  preferred  books  of  1894 
to  be,  first,  Mrs.  Ward's  Marcclla,  with  97 
votes  out  of  156 ;  second,  Kidd's  Social  Evolu- 
tion, with  89  votes.  Out  of  the  232  books 
there  were  only  14  that  did  not  receive  at  least 
one  vote.  The  New  York  Library  Association 
intends  to  do  the  same  thing  at  the  cud  of  tlic 
present  year,  and  if  any  of  you  desire  to  use 
this  list  for  what  it  is  worth,  and  will  check  off 
twenty-five  titles  and  return  it  to  our  office,  we 


will  take  pleasure  in  sending  you  the  result, 
which  will  probably  be  ready  in  March  or  April 
next  year.  Address  the  Public  Libraries  Divis- 
ion, Albany,  New  York.  I  think,  on  reflection, 
that  I  will  take  a  list  of  the  attendants  at  this 
meeting  and  send  every  one  a  copy  of  the  first 
list  of  books  of  1895. 

C:  AXBX.  Nbi«son  made  verbal  presentation 
of  the  matter  of 

a  GBNKRAI<  CATAI«0G  op  AMERICAN  UTBRARY 

PBRIODICAI3.  * 

(See  p.  JO,) 

Pres.  Uti^ry. — I  am  glad  the  Secretary  has 
brought  the  subject  before  you,  because  it  is 
one  that  interests  me  very  much.  Some  seven 
or  eight  years  ago,  my  assistant,  the  late  Mr. 
Perkins,  began  the  task  of  making  a  catalog  of 
all  the  periodicals  in  the  library.  He  devoted 
much  time  and  hard  labor  to  the  matter  of 
gathering  notes  and  bibliographical  memoranda 
respecting  the  various  periodicals.  He  wrote  a 
grreat  many  letters  to- persons  likely  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  history  of  certain  American 
periodicals,  and  he  gathered  a  great  deal  of 
interesting  data. 

Such  an  undertaking,  even  in  a  limited  field, 
was  of  course,  of  immense  magnitude.  The 
information  which  he  gathered  was  necessarily 
fragmentary  and  incomplete.  But  it  has  been 
preserved  and  is  good,  so  far  as  it  goes.  With 
Mr.  Perkins'  failing  health  this  feature  of  the 
cataloging  was  dropped.  The  full  entries  con- 
templated by  the  blanks  have  been  since  carried 
out,  however,  in  the  case  of  all  periodicals  in 
the  library. 

I  find  on  looking  over  the  list  that  we  have 
cataloged  in  this  way  some  223  distinctively 
literary  periodicals  published  in  this  country. 
Of  course,  we  have  not  complete  sets  in  every 
instance.  This  catalog  is  made  in  card  form  ; 
that  is  to  say,  upon  a  sheet,  some  eight  inches 
wide  and  ten  inches  long,  and  ruled  for  various 
headings. 

Just  here  comes  in  the  question  of  co-opera- 
tion. If  librarians  are  to  make  use  in  any  way 
of  the  information  gatliered  by  others  there 
must  be  system  and  uniformity  with  respect  to 
it.  I  speak  of  this  now,  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  it  to  your  attention,  and  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  New  York  committee,  so  that  they 
may  formulate  some  scheme  by  which  libra- 
rians may  act  together,  if  it  is  tliought  best, 
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upon  consideration,  to  undertake  to  carry 
forward  an  enterprise  of  this  character.  Mr. 
Solberg,  of  the  Boston  Book  Company,  when 
in  Detroit  looked  over  the  material  which  we 
have  gathered,  and  expressed  himself  as  very 
much  interested  in  it.  He  suggested  at  that 
time,  some  two  or  three  years  ago,  that  the 
scheme  should  be  exploited  before  the  libra- 
rians of  the  country  with  a  view  to  securing 
co-operation  in  the  making  of  a  thorough  cat- 
alog of  periodicals.  But  I  felt,  at  that  time,  that 
the  work  done  covered  such  a  limited  field  that 
we  were  no^  ready  to  have  much  said  about  it. 
Now  that  others  are  engaged  in  the  same  work, 
I  think  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  subject 
should  be  taken  up  in  earnest,  and  that  there 
should  be  some  form  of  co-operation  as  Mr. 
Nelson  has  suggested.  I  shall  be  glad  to  have 
a  free  discussion  of  these  matters.  If  any  one 
else  has  undertaken  similar  work  let  it  be 
known,  and  state  what  has  been  done. 

C:  Ai«9X.  Nblson. — Our  idea  is  to  make  each 
entry  complete,  very  much  after  the  plan  the 
President  has  suggested.  So  complete,  that 
any  librarian  having  a  set  of  any  of  these 
periodicals,  seeing  them  advertised  for  sale,  or 
intending  to  procure  them,  and  wishing  to 
know  what  constitutes  a  complete  set  may,  by 
consulting  our  list  learn  when  the  periodical 
began,  the  years  it  covered,  and  when  it  stop- 
ped. Then  if  he  gets,  or  has,  the  volumes  of 
the  Galaxy  ending  squarely  with  the  year  he 
may  know  he  has  not  a  complete  set,  because 
there  was  published  a  final  January  number. 

We  have  just  had  such  experience  in  buying 
what  ¥ras  supposed  to  be  a  full  set  of  the  Gal- 
axy, The  lot  sent  to  us  was  three  volumes 
and  that  January  number  short,  and  as  we  paid 
for  a  complete  set,  we  wrote  for  the  rest,  and 
got  them.  These  points  are  of  great  import- 
ance, and  the  Boston  Book  Company  gives 
exactly  this  information.  Naturally,  as  a  firm 
dealing  in  magazines  they  keep  it  to  themselves ; 
but,  with  his  usual  liberality,  Mr.  Soule  has 
promised  us  to  put  that  complete  list  at  our 
disposal. 

W:  R.  Eastman. — What  is  your  plan  as  to 
the  scientific  weeklies,  and  tlie  various  news- 
papers, or  papers  like  the  Outlook  ? 

C:  A.  NEiySON. — I  think  we  shall  make  the 
list  as  complete  as  it  seems  practicable  to  do. 
We  may  even  include  such  prominent  papers 
as  the  files  of  the  New  York  Herald^  and  the 


Tribune  and  the  Tifnes.  I  think  we  shall  cer- 
tainly include  the  weeklies.  The  more  we  in- 
clude in  that  list,  without  making  it  a  newspaper 
directory,  the  more  valuable  it  will  be  to  all 
who  procure  it.  When  we  begin  it  we  must 
begin  it  on  the  broadest  basis,  not  the  narrow- 
est. We  should  aim  to  do  the  thing  well  the 
first  time,  and  not  have  to  do  it  over  again. 

H.  L.  Ei<MKNDORP. — I  desire  to  ask  if  the 
location  where  rare  periodicals  may  be  found 
will  be  noted  in  such  a  list? 

C:  A.  NEU50N. — That  point  has  also  been 
thought  of,  and  will  be  included.  You  may 
remember  how  the  references  are  made  in 
Sabin's  catalog,  by  giving  the  initials  of  the 
libraries  containing  the  books ;  they  take  very 
little  space,  but  may  cause  a  little  more  labor. 
If  one  librarian  in  the  country  has  a  set  of  a 
periodical  that  nobody  else  has,  that  is  the 
very  thing  we  all  want  to  know.  If  there  is  a 
useful  set  not  in  our  library  which  is  to  be 
found  in  another  place,  that  place  ought  to  be 
known.  As  to  the  rare  ones,  there  again  is  the 
chance  for  allowing  some  liberality ;  so  that  if 
there  be  a  half  dozen  sets  of  a  rare  periodical 
scattered  through  the  country  we  ought  to 
know  the  place  of  each  one. 

F:  W.  Faxon. — The  Boston  Book  company, 
in  addition  to  the  check-list  spoken  of,  has  a 
large  amount  of  information  regarding  out-of- 
the-way  periodicals  tliat  will  be  very  cheerfully 
contributed  when  this  proposed  undertaking  ia 
brought  to  a  head.  We  have  a  list  from  all  the 
prominent  libraries,  showing  what  sets  they 
have,  as  far  as  Poole's  Index  is  concerned,  that 
would,  perhaps,  be  of  some  advantage  also. 

O.  L.  Fassig.— I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Nel- 
son's opinion  in  reference  to  the  indexing  of 
literary  periodicals  only.  I  hope  he  will  not 
stop  there,  unless  he  includes  under  literary 
the  scientific  periodicals  also.  I  believe  that 
when  this  work  is  undertaken  it  should  be  done 
thoroughly.  The  list,  I  imagine,  would  not  be 
so  very  large.  Four  or  five  hundred  octavo 
pages  would  doubtless  include  all,  omitting 
newspapers.  I  hope  that  the  scientific  litera- 
ture will  be  included  in  this  list ;  and  if  that  is 
done  we  can  undoubtedly  get  a  great  deal  of 
aid  from  Washington  libraries. 

Witliin  tlie  past  few  months  the  Washington 
lyibrary  Association  has  appointed  a  committee 
to  investigate  the  subject  of  a  union  list  of  all 
periodicals  in  the  Washington  libraries,  includ- 


.  I 


FOURTH  SESSION. 


69 


ing  the  scientific  and  literary  periivlicals.    We 
find  the  work  fcrowing  far  t>eyou(l  what  we  cx- 
f>ected.    At  first  we  thought  Uie  list  might, 
jierhaps,  include  three  or  four  thousand,  wherc- 
it  ia  sure  to  go  beyond  eight  thousand.  Tlierc 
already  printed  lists  of  over  four  thousand 
^)eriodical8  in  Washington   libraries.    I  have 
^with  me  a  copy  of  the  list  of  all  periodicals  in 
'the  War  Department  I^ibrary,  numbering  about 
^ur  hundred,  just  issued  by  General  Greeley. 
The  Surgeon    General   has  a  list  comprising 
perhaps  thirty-five  hundred  periodicals  in  his 
library.    The  Patent  office  has  a  printed  list  of 
^bout  one  thousand    periodicals.    These  lists 
cover  di£fezent  fields  of  literature,  so  there  is 
not  a  great  deal  of  duplication.    In  addition  to 
these  lists  there  is  one  of  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution, printed  in  1866,  with  which  you  are 
doubtless  &miliar.    The  present  conditiou  of 
~tlie  Congressional  I^ibrary  in  which  the  deposit 
is  now  placed,  makes  it  impossible  to  get  an 
— accurate  list  of  the    periodicals    since    then. 


Within  two  years  the  new  National  library 
building  ¥rill  be  completed,  and  the  Smith- 
=^-=:sonian  Institution  will  probably  soon  after 
undertake  the  printing  of  a  complete  catalog 
of  what  is  known  as  the  Smithsonian  Deposit. 
This  vrill  be  a  very  large  list.  The  card  catalog 
shows  over  three  thousand  periodicals  currently 
received.  Adding  all  these  together  and  allow- 
ing for  duplication,  there  will  probably  be  a 
list  of  eight  thousand  separate  entries,  if  not 
ten  thousand.  Such  a  list  as  this  will  undoubt- 
edly be  of  great  assistance  to  all  the  libraries 
of  this  country. 

C:  A.  NSEiSON. — In  answer  to  the  suggestion 
made  by  Mr.  Fassig,  I  would  say  that  the  word 
litenzy  will  probably  be  droi)ixHl  out.  As  I 
have  considered  the  matter,  and  since  receiv- 
ing a  very  interesting  letter  from  Mr.  Fassig  a 
couple  of  months  ago  on  the  subject,  it  has 
seemed  to  me  that  this  list  that  wc  pro|X)se 
should  be  a  list  of  American  periodical  litera- 
ture, right  down  to  ever>'thing,  except  the 
common  newspaper.  In  that  case  scientific 
literature  will  be  included. 

Miss  Angik  V.  Mil^ER. —Where  do  you 
draw  the  line?  I  come  in  contact  with  many 
educational  monthlies  and  weeklies,  and  I 
think  part  of  them  are  considered  first  class. 
Others  are  second  rate  and  third  rate  ;  each 
locality  publishes  its  own  little  eduoitional 
zine.    Do  you  bring  in  things  of  that  character  ? 


C:  A.  Nri«son. — The  lines  arc  not  yet  drawn. 
It  is  simply  to  find  out  where  they  are  to  be 
drawn  that  this  matter  is  put  forward. 

Pres.  Utley. — In  our  own  case  we  have  in- 
cluded everything  in  the  library.  It  is  our 
policy  to  bind  and  catalog  all  local  pub- 
lications. Here  is  a  point  which  this  commit- 
tee, or  whoever  has  charge  of  the  matter, 
should  take  into  consideration.  There  are 
numerous  local  publications  which  ought  to  be 
preserved  in  the  local  library.  They  may  not 
go  into  extended  circulation,  and  quite  likely 
never  be  heard  of  a  hundred  miles  away  from 
the  place  where  published;  yet  these  become 
of  local  historical  interest  in  time,  and  it  should 
be  the  rule,  especially  with  libraries  in  the 
smaller  towns,  to  secure  and  catalog  complete 
files  of  all  local  periodical  publications. 

W:  T.  Peopi,es. — Do  any  libraries  undertake 
to  bind  all  tlie  periodicals  received  ? 

C:  A.  Nei,SON. — We  do  not  undertake  to 
bind  ever)»thing  it  Columbia  College,  but  I 
think  the  reason  is  that  we  get  so  many  tilings 
that  are  irregular.  We  receive  a  great  many 
publications  of  which  we  do  not  get  complete 
sets.  Having  charge,  myself,  of  some  of  the 
binding,  I  am  inclined  to  bind  all  that  I  can 
make  into  complete  volumes.  This  matter  of 
local  publications  is  a  very  interesting  one,  and 
one  which  I  agree  with  Mr.  Utley  should  be 
considcre<l  and  included. 

F:  M.  Crundkn.— I  wish  to  ask  the  libra- 
rians of  the  public  libraries  whether  they  bind 
all  the  local  newspapers?  That  is,  what  libra- 
ries consider  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  bind 
all  the  local  papers  ? 

The  President  requesting  a  show  of  hands, 
al>out  a  dozen  of  those  present  so  responded. 

V\  M.  Crundkn. — Kvery  paper  in  the  city 
now  sends  us  two  copies,  one  for  filing  and  one 
for  binding.  The  book  committee  decided  that 
it  was  not  advisable  to  bind  copies  of  all  the 
papers.  Wc  have  a  great  many  papers  in  St. 
Louis  ;  every  large  city  has.  Where  so  many 
are  received  it  is  a  question  whether  there  is 
any  use  in  binding  half  a  dozen  papers  that 
contain  practically  the  same  matter.  Wcbind, 
tlicreforc,  the  paper  that  contains  the  official 
advertisements,  and  those  others  that  we  con- 
sider the  leading  newspapers.  It  seems  from 
the  showing  here  that  our  practice  is  not  the 
general  one. 
G:  T.  Ci^ARK. — It   might  be    interesting  to 
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know  the  experience  of  the  State  Library  of 
California  in  connection  with  the  filing  of 
newspapers.  For  a  number  of  years  past  it 
has  been  their  desire  to  have  at  least  one  paper 
from  every  county  in  the  state  to  file  in  the 
state  library,  and  considerable  trouble  has  been 
taken  to  make  that  collection  the  most  com- 
plete in  the  state.  In  San  Francisco,  in  the 
public  library  there,  we  subscribe  for  from  six 
to  eight  copies  of  each  of  the  leading  papers, 
and  bind  one  copy  of  all  the  leading  papers. 
We  keep  duplicate  copies  in  the  newspaper 
reading  room,  and  also  keep  copies  of  the  lead- 
ing papers  in  the  branch  libraries.  In  refer- 
ence to  keeping  up  files  of  newspapers  I  have 
been  crowded  for  space  until  lately.  In  the 
state  library  in  Sacramento,  where  all  the  lead- 
ing papers  of  San  Francisco  and  other  princi- 
pal cities  of  the  state  are  on  file,  as  well  as  one 
paper  from  each  county,  the  question  of  space 
is  a  difficult  one  to  solve.  It  seems  to  me  that 
librarians  should  consider  well  before  they 
think  of  binding  everything  they  receive,  for 
paper  that  is  now  used  for  printing  is  not  the 
kind  that  will  last.  It  is  only  a  question  of  a 
few  years  before  mucli  of  it  will  disintegrate, 
and  their  keeping  is  a  temporary  expedient 
only. 

I:  S.  Bradi^BY.— I  think  that  all  city  libraries 
should  preserve  and  bind  complete  files  of  the 
leading  newspapers  of  their  locality.  From 
inquiries  I  have  made  I  find  that  comparatively 
few  libraries  attempt  to  preserve  the  local  news- 
papers. The  general  impression  is  that  they 
occupy  too  much  space,  or  that  it  takes  too 
much  time  to  care  for  them.  The  space  occu- 
pied is  relatively  small.  For  instance,  a  com- 
plete file  of  one  of  our  Madison  daily  news- 
papei-s  for  the  period  1850  to  date  occupies  but 
about  thirty  square  feet  frontage  of  tlie  case. 
The  Wisconsin  State  Historical  Library  receives 
regularly  as  issued  and  binds,  about  thirty-five 
daily,  and  some  three  hundred  weekly  news- 
papers. We  now  have  about  seven  to  eight 
thousand  bound  volimies.  As  a  rule  we  bind 
three  years*  issues  of  a  weekly  newspaper  in 
one  volume,  and  the  dailies  are  bound  in  from 
two  to  six  volumes  per  year,  according  to  the 
size  of  the  newspaper,  making  volumes  that  are 
about  one  and  one-half  to  two  inches  in 
thickness.  All  of  our  Wisconsin  newspapers 
are  sent  to  us  gratuitously,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  publishers  generally  would  be  pleased 


to  send  their  newspapers  to  the  local  library 
gratis,  as  issued,  if  it  was  known  they  were 
for  binding  and  preservation.  I  tliink  all  the 
city  libraries  of  the  country  should  make 
it  a  point  to  bind  and  preserve  at  least  their 
local  newspapers.  They  are  exceedingly  valu- 
able for  historical  purposes,  as  they  contain 
material  for  local  history  that  cannot  be  found 
elsewhere,  and  if  not  thus  preserved  is  lost 
forever.  Being  a  contemporary  record  of  cur- 
rent local  events,  they  also  best  illustrate  the 
character  and  customs  of  the  people  of  the 
times. 

Our  library  is  now  printing  a  complete  cata- 
log of  all  our  bound  newspapers,  which  we 
hope  to  have  issued  this  fall.  We  will  send  a 
copy  to  all  libraries  on  our  mailing  list,  and  be 
pleased  to  send  to  any  others  that  may  wish  a 
copy. 

F:  M.  Crundbn.— I  would  like  to  hear  a  fur- 
ther discussion  of  this  question.  I  think  it  is 
a  peculiar  function  of  a  historical  library  to 
bind  everything  relating  to  local  history,  and 
they  might  very  properly  include  a  great  many 
things  that  would  not  come  within  the  province 
of  a  public  library.  I  should  like  to  hear  some 
reasons  why  a  public  library  should  bind  every 
paper  that  is  published  in  its  particular  city. 
I  should  like  to  know  what  there  is  included 
in  one  of  the  local  papers  that  cannot  be  just  as 
well  obtained  from  the  leading  papers,  since 
they  all  publish  about  the  same  thing,  even 
local  items. 

C:  A.  Newon— Perhaps  Mr.  Bradley  does 
not  mean  that  Mr.  Crunden  should  bind  up 
every  paper  that  is  issued  in  St  Louis.  I 
tliink  he  means  that  it  would  be  desirable  for 
the  smaller  libraries  scattered  through  the 
country,  to  each  bind  up  the  papers  of  their 
own  locality. 

I:  S.  Bradi^ey. — I  did  not  mean  that  the 
libraries  in  the  large  cities  should  attempt  to 
preserve  all  the  newspapers  published  in  their 
respective  cities.  That  would  not  be  advisable. 
They  should,  however,  preserve  a  file  of  several 
of  the  leading  dailies,  and  as  far  as  possible  the 
otlier  periodical  publications  of  the  city.  I 
referred  more  particularly  to  the  libraries  in  the 
smaller  cities  and  villages.  These  should 
endeavor  to  collect,  bind  and  preserve  all  local 
ncwspa|)ers  and  periodicals  as  issued.  If  not 
dreserved  by  the  local  library,  they  are  not,  as 
a  rule,  preserved  at  all. 
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P:  M.  Crundsk.— Where  there  is  only  one 
per  I  should  certainly  be  in  &vor  of  binding 


C:  A.  Nbi;.SON.  —  I  would  like  to  call  the 

■^iention  of  the  Association  to  a  very  intcrcst- 

■:mg  visit  made  by  the  New  York  Library  Club 

the  Methodist  Book  Concern  in  New  York. 

they  have  all  their  periodical  publica- 

'Cxcns  arranged  in  cases.    They  receive  in  ex- 

c^lnange  as  many  as  six  or  eight  copies  of  the 

paper,  and  the  collection  of  periodicals 

would,  to  librarians  of  public  libraries,  be 

dimply  enormous.  Mr.  Thomas,  their  librarian, 

Revised  a  scheme  for  keeping  a  complete  set  of 

^ everything  that  comes  in,  and  the  duplicates 

sent  to  other  libraries  of  the  same  deuomi- 

tion,  theological  seminaries,  etc.    He  has  a 

e£Fecuve  arrangement  for  keeping  the  cur- 

tit:  numbers,  by  using  a  heavy  rope  manilla 

,  which  he  buys  in  rolls,  and  has  a  man 

tinually  making  covers  for  them  of  sizes 

^  will  just  hold  the  numbers  for  a  volume ; 

in  case  of  the  weeklies,  for  a  year.   He  labels 

and  stands  them  like  a  volume  on  the 

nf ;  and  can  carry  a  month's  numbers  of  the 

\y  New  York  Tribune  (standing  up  in  the 

,  nicely  put  together  in  the  best  possible 

^)  in  the  moet  compact  way  of  keeping 

,  that  I  have  ever  seen.    I  advise  every 

^^^^lurian  who  goes  to  New  York,  and  has  two 

^^^^^irs  to  spare,  to  go  into  the  Methodist  Book 

^ncem  and  see  Mr.  Thomas's  plan  for  keep- 

^  periodical  publications. 

^Mrs.  Minerva  A.  Sanders. — ^We  see  the  ad- 

of  having  a  local  collection.     We  have 

«  Providence  Journal^  that  is  our  principal 

5^%y   paper,  fix>m   1840 ;  the  Gazette,  and  the 

"^roniciei  which  was  our  first  paper  published 

any  kind,  from  1832  ;  and  there  is  scarcely 

^^    day  passes  that  those  papers  are  not  con- 

dialled.     We  should  be  very  sorry  not  to  have 

^-laeiii. 

C:  A.Nelson. — A  file  of  local    papers  is 
t^e  source  of  a  vast  amount  of  information  to 
One  writing  a  town  history.    There  can  be  no 
question  about  that ;  in  my  own  experience  I 
found  that  to  be  exactly  the  case.     A  gentle- 
man came  to  me  in  Boston  in  1878 ;  he  had 
taken  some  photographs  of  the  town  of  Waltham 
near  Boston,  and  wanted  descriptive  notices  to 
go  with  them  for  publication.     I  began  on  the 
descriptive  notices,  and  I  concluded  with  the 
liistoty  of  Waltham  in  a  condensed  form.    I 


went  through  the  files  of  the  local  paper  pub- 
lished in  Waltliam,  through  the  courtesy  of  the 
editor,  and  got  information  that  I  could  not 
find  anywhere  else.  I  was  fortunate  also  in 
having  the  assistance  and  advice  of  an  old  gen- 
tlaman  who  had  kept  notes  of  the  local  history 
of  this  historical  place,  and  his  personal  notes 
which  he  had  published  in  this  local  paper 
were  the  foundation  of  much  information  that 
I  was  able  to  give. 

F:  M.  Crunden. — Can  any  one  answer  the 
question  whether  any  newspaper  publisher  has 
been  approached  on  the  subject,  and  asked  if 
he  would  print  special  copies  on  permanent 
paper  ?  It  seems  to  me  I  was  told  that  some 
publisher  in  New  York  had  been  asked  to  do 
it  and  refused.  I  would  like  to  ascertain 
whether  any  one  knows  ? 

W:  T.  Peoples. — I  heard  some  one  say  that 
he  made  such  a  request  of  tlie  Boston  people, 
who  refused. 

G:  T.  Clark.— I  have  seen  a  statement  in 
print  that  efforts  had  been  made  to  obtain  a 
better  edition.  Now  that  paper  is  printed  in 
rolls,  the  publishers  have  refused  to  make  a 
change,  as  it  would  complicate  tlic  process, 
and  be  expensive  to  print.  They  print  only  on 
one  kind  of  paper. 

Miss  S.  T.  HiNRiCHSEN.— The  newspaper 
men  will  tell  you  that  it  will  take  as  much  time 
and  expense,  in  their  press  room,  for  a  special 
copy  as  the  whole  edition  does.  That  is  one 
reason  why  you  will  not  be  able  to  get  a  copy 
on  special  paper.  It  takes  just  about  as  long 
for  the  pressmen  to  prepare  for  a  special  copy 
as  it  does  to  make  ready  for  the  whole  edition 
of  the  paper,  and  they  won't  do  it. 

F:  W.  Faxon.— Mr.  Lane,  of  the  Boston 
Athenaeum,  inquired  about  this  matter,  and  he 
found  exactly  the  same  result  as  just  men- 
tioned, that  the  printers  would  not  make  a 
special  edition  on  diflfertint  paper,  owing  to  the 
complicated  processes. 

Miss  Emily  I.  Wade  read  her  paper  on 

CATALOGING  IN  THE  FUTURE. 

(See  p.  21. ) 
Pres.  Utley.— This  matter  of  cataloging  was 
brought  up  in  our  question  box  at  the  close 
of  the  Lake  Placid  meeting,  but  unfortunately 
too  late  to  do  anything  with  it  practically,  and 
so  the  subject  went  over  for  consideration  here 
if  the  time  allowed.    Mr.  Cole,  our  treasurer, 
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was  very  much  interested  in  the  matter  and 
had  expected  to  Ixi  present  liere  ;  and  if  he  had 
been  he  would  have  had  something  to  say  on 
the  sul)ject.  Obligetl  to  be  absent,  he  sent  me 
very  briefly  his  n^cws,  which  I  thi^ik  are  worth 
presenting  in  this  connection,  and  with  your 
permission  I  will  read  the  article. 

{Sec  p.  24.) 

C:  A.  Neuson.  —  I  first  want  to  say,  in 
connection  with  the  pajxir  read  by  Miss 
Wade,  that  it  is  something  more  than  a  pleas- 
ure to  me  to  learn  that  the  i<1ea  which  has  been 
evolving  in  my  own  mind  for  a  dozen  years  has 
finally  Ixieu  found  practical.  Also,  that  Mr.  Cole 
is  very  nmch  mistaken  in  saying  that  a  goixi 
catalog  of  one  library  is  of  no  use  to  an  outside 
library.  When  people  come  to  me  for  informa- 
tion on  a  subject  I  first  consult  our  subject  canl 
catalog,  then  I  sec  wliat  I  can  find  in  Poole  or  in 
the  A.  ly.  A.  Index ;  and,  as  I  told  Mr.  Brett,  the 
next  l)Ook  I  want  to  take  hold  of  is  the  catalog 
of  the  Cleveland  Public  Library,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  it  is  one  of  the  best 
catalogs  published ;  and  when  I  say  that,  I  re- 
member the  Peabody  Institute  and  the  Boston 
Athenaeum  catalogs.  But  Mr.  Brett  has  gone 
to  the  kernel  of  the  nut.  Those  three  are 
equally  essential  —  I  would  not  do  without  any 
one  of  tliem  ;  I  would  have  them  all,  and  cannot 
spare  any  of  them.  But  Mr.  Brett  goes  further 
than  the  others,  right  down  to  preparing  a  cat- 
alog for  the  benefit  of  public  school  children. 
When  we  get  as  &r  as  that  we  get  as  far  as  it  is 
possible  to  go.  What  is  good  for  them  is  good 
for  the  librarian.  I  say  a  good  library  catalog 
of  one  library  is  useful  wherever  found. 

W:  T.  Peopi^ES. — I  have  found  that  any 
library  catalog  is  exceedingly  useful  to  us  in 
our  library-,  and  it  seems  to  me  I  have  to  take 
issue  with  Mr.  Cole,  also. 

T:  T.  Woodruff. — I  would  ask  if  the 
smaller  libraries  when,  perhai>s,  no  great  num- 
ber is  needed,  have  trietl  the  experiment  of 
using  copies  of  the  catalog  of  other  libraries; 
such  a  catalog,  for  instance,  as  the  A.  L.  A.,  or 
that  of  a  small  library  representing  five  or  ten 
thousand  volumes.  I  thought  of  tliat  as  possi- 
ble ;  but  I  do  not  know  whether  any  one  has 
tried  it  or  had  any  experience  in  it. 

Mlss  Angik  V.  MiLNER. — When  our  library 
was  first  established,  I  bought  a  copy  of  the 
Cleveland  Library  catalog  and  entered  our 
numbers  in  it  against  all  the  books  that  we  had. 


I  also  entered  oti  the  broad  white  margins  of  the 
catalog  all  the  books  we  had  Uiat  were  not 
already  in  it.  It  was  the  quickest  way  to 
catalog  the  library,  and  we  still  use  it.  I  also 
find  the  Cleveland  catalog  very  useful  for  its 
essay  index. 

W:  R.  Kastman.— The  Port  Jervis  Library 
has  just  l)een  preparing  a  catalog  for  public 
use.  They  took  the  A.  L.  A.  catalog,  as  far  as 
it  would  go,  and  then  made  a  supplement  of 
cards.  That  method  has  been  usckI  in  more 
than  one  library  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
has  given  good  satisfaction.  I  believe. 

F:  M.  Crunden. — Perhaps  our  experience 
may  l)e  interesting.  When  looking  forward  to 
the  library  becoming  free,  I  secured  copies  of 
the  A.  L.  A.  catalog ;  paid  a  deposit  in  advance 
and  the  rest  when  the  catalog  was  ready.  We 
have  sold  four  or  five  hundred  I  think,  and 
members  use  theui  with  a  good  deal  of  satisfac- 
tion. It  gives  them  the  best  fiy^  thousand 
books,  and  that  is  as  many  as  most  people  want 
to  read. 

C:  A.  Nei^on.  —  I  want  to  call  attention 
to  some  suggestions  I  had  occasion  to  make  on 
the  use  of  the  A.  L*  A.  catalog.  I  had  the 
privilege  of  selecting  and  revising  a  list  of  books 
last  winter  for  one  of  the  best  private  schools 
in  New  York  City.  This  summer  they  sent 
one  of  tlie  teachers  to  ask  me  to  explain  in 
about  ten  minutes  how  to  make  a  catalog  of  the 
library.  I  simply  told  him  to  send  and  get  a 
copy  of  the  A.  L.  A.  catalog.  Their  books  were 
selected  from  the  varied  lists  that  the  A.  L.  A. 
books  were  selected  from ;  in  fiict  I  took  that 
catalog  and  went  through  it,  checking  off  the 
best  books  for  the  school  and  then  revised 
the  list.  I  told  him  to  take  an  A.  L.  A.  catalog, 
and  follow  it  exactly  and  he  would  not  make  any 
mistake  ;  tliat  if  he  followed  that  catalog  and 
printed  his  list  from  it  as  a  model  he  would  have 
as  good  a  short  title  catalog  as  any  made  in  the 
larger  libraries. 

E.  H.  Anderson.— I  would  like  to  ask  of 
any  librarians  here  who  are  using  the  linotype 
process,  what  they  deem  the  best  length  ofline. 
We  are  considering  that  use  now,  and  want  all 
the  light  we  can  get.  I  believe  t%?o  column 
pages  are  rccomended.  It  occurred  to  me  that 
in  a  single  column  page  of  25  ems  in  length  of 
line,  the  possibility  of  making  errors  in  the 
arrangement  of  titles  would  be  reduced  a  grea^ 
deal. 
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Pres.  Utlby. — I  sngii^  to  Mr.  Anderson 
that  he  put  that  in  the  question  box.  And  this 
gives  me  an  opportunity  to  su^^gest  that  every 
one  who  has  a  question  with  him  that  he  would 
like  to  hear  discussed,  write  it  out  and  hand  it 
to  the  secretary.  We  are  to  have  a  whole  ses- 
sion devoted  to  the  discussion  of  just  such 
questions. 

W:  H.  BrrTT  read  his  paper  on  the 

USB   OP    PBRIODICAI3. 

(See  p,  12,) 

W:  R.  Eastman.— In  the  State  Library  of 
Massachusetts,  a  very  large  number  of  news- 
papers are  indexed  every  morning,  by  an  assist- 
ant who  is  specially  ^miliar  with  that  work,  as 
part  of  the  regular  work  of  that  library.  The 
morning  newspapers,  as  they  arrive,  he  first 
indexes  in  a  card  index  and  then  files  them 
away.  So  they  obtain  an  index  to  newspaper 
articles  that  would  not  be  readily  reached  else- 
where. 

C:  A.  Nbi«SON. — It  has  been  remarked  to 
me  since  we  have  been  here  that  some  one  was 
going  to  present  a  scheme  for  current  continu- 
ation of  the  annual  Poole  for  librarians.  I 
should  be  glad  to  hear  what  that  scheme 
is. 

W:  H.  Brbtt.— I  have  a  little  plan,  and  I 
have  some  sample  cards  with  me,  which  I  will 
place  on  the  table  this  afternoon  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  those  who  care  to  look  at  them.  My 
idea  is  to  have  twenty-five  libraries,  or  more, 
co-operate  in  a  plan  for  prompt  indexing  (on 
printed  cards  similar  to  the  book  cards  pub- 
lished by  the  Library  Bureau)  about  twenty -five 
of  the  leading  magazines,  indexing  the  current 
number  to  date  ;  and  by  applying  the  rules  of 
elementary  cataloging  to  the  work,  making  it 
both  a  subject  and  title  catalog.  I  think  possi- 
bly the  best  way  to  get  at  it,  Mr.  President, 
would  be  to  appoint  a  committee  to  look  over 
it  and  report  to  the  meeting  later  if  they  think 
it  worth  while  to  do  so. 

C:  A.  Nelson.  —  I  was  going  to  suggest 
that  we  put  in  the  query  box,  *'  How  shall  we 
best  continue  the  indexing  of  periodicals  for 
the  ensuing  year?"  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
committee. 

F:  M.  Crundbn. — If  you  want  a  report  on 
it  at  this  meeting  I  think  it  better  to  appoint 
Mr.  Brett  and  one  or  two  others  to  take  time 
to  consider  the  matter.    I  move  that  a  commit- 

lO 


tee  be  appointe<l  to  consider  the  scheme  of  the 
continuation  index,  as  suggested.     Voted. 

Pres.  UTUtY. — When  the  matter  of  the  A. 
L.  A.  catalog  was  expected  to  be  presentetl  to 
this  meeting.  Dr.  Wire,  of  the  Newlxrry  Li- 
brary, had  some  criticisms  to  make  upon  the 
medical  books,  or  books  on  medical  subjects 
and  hygiene,  which  were  included  in  the  cata- 
log. He  thought  that  the  selection  was  not 
the  best  that  could  have  been  made,  and  he 
had  some  views  upon  what  books  of  that  kind 
would  be  best  and  most  appropriate  for  a  gen- 
eral public  library,  which  he  desiretl  to  bring 
before  the  association. 

Dr.  G:  E.  WiRB  read  his  paper  upon 

MEDICAL  BOOKS  FOR  SMALL  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

(See  p.  37,) 

The  President  then  announced  as  the  com- 
mittee to  consider  Mr.  Brett's  scheme  of  index- 
ing, F:  M.  Crunden,  Miss  Theresa  H.  West 
and  Miss  Emily  I.  Wade. 

Adjourned  at  12.40  p.  M. 

FIFTH  SESSION, 

(High  School  Building,  Wednesday  After- 
noon, August  14.) 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  3.00  p.  m., 
by  the  President. 

It  was  announced  that  the  session  assigned 
to  Thursday  morning  would  be  postponed 
until  the  evening  of  that  day,  and  be  held  in 
the  Windsor  Hotel ;  thus  enabling  the  mem- 
bers to  make  a  trip  up  the  "Loop,"  leaving 
the  city  in  the  morning  and  returning  to  Den- 
ver at  6  p.  m.  tlie  same  day. 

Pres.  Utlby.— It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to 
say  that  we  have  with  us  this  afternoon  a  Den- 
ver gentleman  who  is  prominently  identified 
with  the  educational  interests  of  the  city,  in 
that  he  is  superintendent  of  the  schools  of 
District  No.  I ;  which,  as  I  understand,  com- 
prises the  main  portion  of  the  city  of  Denver. 
As  superintendent  of  schools  he  has  been  very 
much  interested  in  the  public  library,  and  in 
the  relations  of  the  public  library  to  the  school 
S3rstem  of  the  district.  I  am  informed  that  for 
twenty  years  he  has  had  in  mind  the  public 
library  of  to-day,  which  is  &r  in  advance,  cer- 
tainly, of  the  public  library  of  twenty  years 
ago;  and  having  that  ideal  in  mind  he  has 
worked  toward  it  from  that  da^  until  this.  The 
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result  of  his  labors,  in  large  part  at  least,  has 
been  the  creation  of  the  Denver  Public  Li- 
brary, located  in  this  building.  I  am  sure 
you  will  take  pleasure  in  listening  to  the  re- 
marks which  he  has  consented,  upon  invita- 
tion, to  make  to  you.     Mr.  Gove: 

Aaron  Gove. — It  is  a  pleasure  to  mc  to  be 
permitted  to  address  a  number  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen  to  whom  the  ordinary  stump  speech 
would  be  vapid  and  useless. 

Nature  seems  to  have  been  tolerably  con- 
stant in  the  execution  of  her  laws,  and  fairly 
permanent.  The  three  year  old  Cottonwood 
tree  of  to-day  is  probably  much  the  same  as 
the  three  year  old  cottonwood  tree  of  a  few 
centuries  ago.  If  there  be  any  changes,  not  to 
say  improvements,  in  the  movements  of  the 
planets  or  in  God's  universe  generally,  you 
and  I  are  not  able  to  appreciate  them.  But  in 
man's  work  we  appreciate  a  change,  and,  as 
we  believe,  an  improvement.  In  the  world  of 
nature  some  one  has  said  that  a  perceptible 
improvement  in  the  monkey  is  discernible  in 
some  men.  Even  nature,  however,  does  change, 
because  these  mountains  behind  us  are  still 
making;  the  rise,  perhaps,  not  exceeding  an 
inch.in  five  hundred  years,  but  still  they  are 
rising,  although  in  such  time  as  is  with  diffi- 
culty appreciated  by  the  human  mind. 

In  speaking  of  libraries,  however,  we  think 
of  that  which  concerns  us  rather  than  nature. 
The  libraries,  with  their  relations  and  influ- 
ences, as  you  well  know,  are  advancing,  pro- 
gressing, improving.  It  is  not  improper  for  me, 
in  this  presence,  to  say  that  the  Denver  Public 
Library  of  to-day,  near  which  your  meetings 
are  held,  is  an  institution  of  which  we  are  very 
fond,  even  proud;  and  if,  when  you  have 
learned  about  it,  you  go  away  without  saying 
something  commendatory,  we  shall  be  disap- 
pointed. We  look  for  helpful  words  from  you. 
I  understand  the  spirit  and  efficiency  of  an  in- 
stitution lies  in  the  executive  officer ;  that  a 
funeral  is  a  funeral  only  because  nothing  is  in 
the  coffin  but  the  body  ;  that  a  library  without 
its  executive  officer  would  be  as  shiftless  and 
useless  as  a  body  in  the  coffin  without  the 
spirit.  I  have  learned  by  observation  as  well 
as  experience,  during  the  last  ten  years,  that 
no  spirit  can  make  a  library  except  a  libra- 
rian's. 

Sometimes  I  have  been  inclined  to  accuse 
the  librarians  of  being  helpers  and  instigators 


of  laziness.    I  believe  they  are.    I  can  remem- 
ber the  time,  not  so  far  back,  when   it  was 
necessary  for  me  to  investigate  personally  ;  to 
spend  one,  two,  or  three  hours  in  looking  up 
a  subject.    Now,  times  are  changed.    There  is 
a  fellow  in  our  neighborhood,  who  at  one  time 
suggested  to  me  that  a  speaking  tube  connect- 
ing my  desk  and  his  room  might  be  helpful ; 
and  now,  instead  of  spending  time  in  looking 
over  encyclopaedias  and  dictionaries — **  chew- 
ing over  old  quids'*  —  if  you  will  permit  an 
unfortunate  simile ;    instead  of  worrying  over 
investigations  for  hours,  and  even  entire  da3rs, 
that  speaking  tube,  like  Aladdin's  Lamp,  is  a 
saviour.     When  I  had  believed  myself  to  be  on 
original  ground  and  about  to  make  a  great 
discovery,   and  whistle  through  that  tube  to 
our  library,  the  reply  comes  back,  **  Don't  spend 
your  time  in  investigating  that  subject,  it  ¥«s 
done  fifty  years  ago  by  Mr.  A.  in  the  northern 
part  of  England,  and  his  conclusions  are  here 
in  the  library.     I  will  send  them  to  you."     If 
I  ask  whether  Hannibal  was  bald  or  wore  a 
wig  when  he  died,  I  have  but  to  ask  the  tube, 
and  the  library  replies.    And  so  in  all  serious 
matters  as  well  as  in  all  humorous  matters,  I 
am  forced  to  know  that  the  average  librarian 
is  an  instigator  of  laziness.     I  have  learned 
that  many    eminent    men    have    worked    up 
elaborate  and  celebrated  cases,  not  so  much  of 
their    own    ability    as    by   the    assistance    of 
librarians.     I  have  read  that  Ben  Butler  pre- 
pared some  of  his  most  celebrated  pleadings  by 
taking  a  scat  in  his  chair  and  having  four  or 
five   able    bodied  messengers  keep  the   tredl 
warm  between  his  office  and  that  of  Mr.  Spofford. 
What  a  marvelous  thing  is  this  systematic 
working  of  a  library.     How  ridiculous  is   it 
that  so  many  people  in  the  world  are  plough- 
ing over  old  ground   and  threshing  over  old 
straw,  the  product  of  which  has  been  produced 
years  before,  and  the  librarian  can   point  to 
that  outcome.      And  yet  the  g^eat  mass   of 
people  foil  to  go  to  this  great  center  for  infor- 
mation.    Not  that  the  librarian  knows  what  is 
sought,  but  he  does  know  where  the  knowledge 
can  be  found.    A  man  is  not  flattered  when, 
after  a  week's  investigation,  he  arrives  at  a 
conclusion,  and  is  then  informed  by  the  libra- 
rian that  some  other  fellow,  a  hundred  years 
ago,    had    traversed    the    same   ground    and 
reached  the  same  conclusion,  and  then  hand^ 
you  the  book  cont£^ining  the  outcome. 
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Tvrenty-tMTO  years  ago  this  library,  which  I 

represent,  was  given  to  the  Boanl  uf  Educatiou 

of  this  district.     It  then  contained  about  eight 

hundred  volumes,  and  was  housed   iu  a  room 

ten  feet  square,  where  it  remained  until  this 

honae  was  erected,  at  which  time  it  was  moved 

toacellar  room  about  fourteen  feet  square,  where 

it  remained  as  the  '*  Denver  Public  Library  " 

for  some  ten  years.       In  the  mean-time  other 

enterprises  and  other  interests  were  engageA, 

and  a  second  library  was  inaugurated  for  the 

city,  called  the  **  Mercantile  Library."     Each 

library  has  been  continually  growing  until  now 

become  one  of  the  powers  for  good  iu  the  city. 

I  believe  the  public  library  of  the  American 
community  to  be  one  of  the  most  potent  factors 
in  the  true  life  of  the  people,  and  co-ordinate 
with,  if  not  superior  to,   the  public  school. 
And  so  with  my  friends  in  the  early  days  of 
legislation  in  this  state,  we  urged  aud  secured 
the  passage  of  a  law  providing  for  the  levy  of 
a  limited  tax  for  the  support  of  a  public  library. 
About  that  time  a  young   man  was  graduateil 
from  Dartmouth  College,  I  thiuk  in  1877,  who 
had  in  his  college  days  distinguished  himself 
as  a  crank  and  freak  in  books.     My  attention 
was  drawn  to  him,  especially,  because  a  mem- 
ber of  my  family  was  in  the  same  class.     I  fol- 
lowed that  man  as  well  as  I  could,  through  the 
varied  fortunes  of  a  somewhat  wandering  life. 
Into  the  practice  of  the  law,  and  the  insurance 
business ;  a  preacher,  an  engineer  of  the  rail- 
road ;  a  member  of  a  national  geological  com- 
miision.     It  Mras  while  he  was  a  member  of  the 
latter,  it  is  said  (while  occupying  a  wigwam  in 
company  with  a  band  of  Ute  Indians)  that  he 
was  lost  one  night  in  the  wigwam,  and  discov- 
ered under  a  pile  of  periodicals,  newspapers, 
and  books !     It  has  always  been  a  fair  question 
how  he,  hundreds  of  miles  from  civilization, 
living  in  a  Ute  camp,  was  able  to  obtain  books. 
An  intimate  early  friend  of  bis  has  told  me 
that  he  was  never  found  in   those  early  days 
except  behind  a  rampart  made  of  books.     Now 
you  may  understand  how,  when  the  time  came 
that  we  were  able  to  engage  a  librarian,  that 
we  asked  John  Cotton  Dana  to  take  charge. 
And  you  may  understand    how  justified  we 
were  in  our  delight  when  he  consented  ;  be- 
cause this  institution,  which  you  see  to-day, 
has  probably  been  built  by  him,  directed  by 
him,  maintained  by  him,  and  its  great  efficiency 
created  and  executed  by  him. 


The  relations  of  the  library  to  the  schools  of 
this  city  are  most  intimate.  In  the  schools  of 
til  is  district,  numbering  upwards  often  thousand 
boys  aud  girls,  perhaps  not  one  can  be  found 
who  has  not  felt  directly  the  effects  of  this 
library.  Whether  a  g^reat  library  should  be  in- 
timately connected  with  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion and  conducted  by  the  school  authority,  or 
whether  it  should  be  managed  b}'  the  municipal 
authorities  directly,  or  by  a  private  corporation; 
these  three  questions  are  properly  for  you, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  to  decide.  You  expect 
me,  from  my  position,  to  believe — and  I  do — 
that  the  proper  authority  for  the  conduct  of  the 
public  library  is  the  authority  that  has  the 
conduct  of  the  public  schools.  I  believe  a 
Board  of  Education  intelligently  erected,  with 
the  usual  authority  to  educate  the  people,  is 
the  proper  authority  for  the  management  and 
direction  of  the  public  library. 

You  have  noticed  that  we  are  limited  for 
room  and  accommodations  in  our  public  library 
facilities.  We  trust  at  some  time  to  have  a 
library  building  commensurate  with  our  deserts 
and  our  abilities.  Perhaps  from  a  donation 
from  some  wealthy  man ;  perhaps  from  the 
public  purse.  If  you  will  adjust  the  silver 
business  when  you  return  to  the  East,  and  we 
are  placed  financially  in  as  prosperous  days  as 
we  were  before  the  fall,  the  library  building 
will  come  the  earlier. 

No  body  of  people  were  ever  more  welcome 
to  this  city  than  the  librarians  of  the  coimtry. 
You  are  people  of  few  words  from  the  tongue, 
but  you  are  people  of  millions  of  words  from 
the  pen.  Trusting  you  will  remember  your 
visit  and  stay  in  Denver  with  pleasure,  and 
that  you  will  enjoy  your  stay  in  Colorado,  per- 
mit me  to  retire. 

Prcs.  Utley. — I  wish  to  say  in  reference  to 
the  next  topic  on  our  program  ("Ships'  Libra- 
ries"), that  Lieutenant  Winterhalter  expected, 
when  this  topic  was  proposed,  to  be  present  at 
this  meeting.  He  was  ordered  to  Honolulu, 
however,  and  obliged  to  sail  from  San  Fran- 
cisco on  the  7th.  He  passed  through  Detroit 
on  his  way  west,  and  then  had  his  paper  and 
the  exhibits  to  be  shown  in  connection  there- 
witli,  almost  in  order.  He  informed  me  that 
he  would  complete  and  forward  them  from  San 
Francisco  in  time  to  be  presented  to  the  meet- 
ing. They  have  not  arrived,  so  we  are  neces- 
sarily deprived  of  any  discussion  of  the  subject. 
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Sncceflsive  papers  were  heard  on 

IMPROPER  BOOKS, 

from  MisB  TfffKRKSA  H.  West  {^see  p,  32) ; 
G:  T.  Clark  (seep,  jj) ;  J.  N.  Larned  (see 
p.  jj),  read  by  Miaa  West,  in  his  absence  ;  and 
W:  H.  Brett  (see  p.  j6),  the  latter  delivered 
orally. 

Pres.  Utley.— The  names  of  Mr.  Whelpley 
and  Mr.  Hosmer  are  noted  upon  the  program 
as  having  consented  to  discnss  this  question. 
Mr.  Whelpley  I  heard  from ;  he  has  found  it 
impossible,  up  to  the  last  moment,  to  furnish 
a  paper.    Mr.  Hosmer  I  have  no  word  from. 

Dr.  G:  E.  Wire  read  his  paper  on 

HOW  SHOUU)   A  LIBRARIAN    READ? 

(Seep.  16) 
Miss  Katharine  L.  Sharp  read  her  paper  on 

UBRARIES  IN  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 

(See  p.s.) 

Miss  M.  E.  Ahern. — I,  for  one,  want  to  thank 
Miss  Sharp  for  the  presentation  of  the  subject, 
libraries  in  secondary  schools,  as  she  has  given 
it  this  afternoon.  We  have  in  Indiana  what  is 
termed  the  Teachers*  Reading  Circle,  and  also 
what  is  called  Young  People's  Reading  Circle. 
Unfortunately  we  have  drifted  away  from  a 
very  usefrd  system  of  township  libraries  estab- 
lished there  for  a  good  many  years,  but  which 
was  broken  up  by  the  advent  of  the  war.  The 
school  children  of  the  country  districts  are, 
therefore,  altogether  dependent  for  their  mis- 
cellaneous reading  on  the  work  that  is  supplied 
by  the  Y.  P.  R.  C.  and  the  T.  R.  C. 

We  have  in  our  state  but  few  large  libraries 
and  we  are  not  in  contact  with  any  of  the 
library  schools ;  so  but  few  of  the  librarians 
are  informed  in  the  modem  library  methods  as 
followed  in  the  large  libraries  in  other  states. 
These  few  librarians,  however,  are  always  will- 
ing to  extend  the  benefit  of  their  knowledge 
and  helpfulness,  so  &r  as  they  can,  to  the  new 
libraries  that  are  starting  up ;  and  especially  to 
the  overworked  teachers,  for  such  they  are,  in 
building  up  the  sentiment  in  &vor  of  district 
libraries  growing  out  of  the  Reading  Circles.  I 
have  many  times  been  at  a  loss  just  what  to 
suggest,  because  the  knowledge  of  libraries 
which  I  have  gained  has  come,  for  the  most 
part,  from  experience  in  my  particular  line  of 
work. 


I  desire  to  acknowledge  a  debt  of  gratitude 
to  some  of  the  leading  members  in  the  library 
profession  whose  work  and  advice  have  been 
of  benefit  to  me;  and  so  I  feel  particularly 
grateful  for  what  Miss  Sharp  has  presented  to 
us  this  afternoon.  I  want  to  urge  the  experi- 
enced librarians  who  are  in  touch  with  those 
districts  where  the  school  libraries  are  being 
started  to  extend  to  them  as  far  as  possible 
whatever  knowledge  may  be  had  that  will  help 
them  in  getting  established.  I  do  not  know 
how  many  may  feel  like  doing  this,  but  I  do 
know  that  if  you  find  a  teacher  interested  in 
starting  school  libraries  of  any  kind,  you  will 
find  a  ready  listener  and  a  most  grateful  recipi- 
ent of  any  information  concerning  the  easy 
practical  rules  for  carrying  on  the  small  libra- 
ries. 

C:  Alex.  Nelson. — I  have  a  word  to  add  on 
this  very  timely  topic.  The  catalog  of  the 
Cambridge  high  school  library,  published  by 
Dr.  Ezra  Abbot,  when  he  was  a  teacher  in  that 
school,  was  probably  the  book  that  made  me  a 
librarian.  I  know  just  how  to  appreciate  the 
work  that  can  be  done  by  the  librarian  of  the 
high  school.  I  remember  that  after  I  entered 
Harvard  College  the  first  book  I  read  was  at  the 
suggestion  of  Dr.  Abbot.  It  was  a  little  book 
called  King  Rent's  Daughter,  and  is  one  of  the 
prettiest  pieces  of  dramatic  literature  that  we 
have. 

On  this  topic,  as  well  as  some  other  things 
that  Mre  discussed  this  morning,  there  seems  to 
be  some  hidden  influence  at  work ;  there  mnst 
be  something  in  the  air ;  interest  in  this  topic 
is  spreading  throughout  the  country.  At  the 
beginning  of  next  month  New  Jersey  takes 
into  her  State  Normal  School  library  a  member 
of  this  Association  (a  member  of  the  fijist 
library-  school  class)  as  a  librarian,  with  the 
idea  that  lectures  shall  be  given  to  the  teach- 
ers, instructing  them  in  the  use  of  reference 
books,  and  books  in  general.  Now,  this  is 
done,  perhaps,  in  some  other  states,  but  there 
are  not  many  that  do  this  in  the  normal  schools. 
But  this  work  is  spreading,  and  this  paper  of 
Miss  Sharp's  will,  I  hope,  not  only  be  published 
in  the  Library  Journal^  but  also  in  some  edu- 
cational journals  where  it  will  reach  all  the 
normal  schools  in  the  country,  particularly 
their  superintendents.  Prof.  Butler,  President 
of  the  National  Educational  Association  at  the 
Denver  meeting,  is  much   interested   in  this 
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fer cfaexr  use :  bcsi^ics  ihit.  the  ::::'.. rma- 


tioa  thai  odicr  books  connecteil  with  Hii^'.i^h 
kacorr.  were  in  ocr  reference  roon:.  :o  ''.<i 
ncdj  hazsdied:  aoize  of  them  to  be  aH>>'A&l 
to  go  GUI.  and  some  not.  On  the  lower  ^he'.: 
«c  faav«  illnstrated  books  cc>n::ectc<'  wiib 
the  period  the  class  is  studying.  Tney  Lave  :*: 
school  the  illnstrated  e^Uiions  of  Green's  His- 
tocT,  bat  we  pat  ocr^  there.  >jes:>ies  '^m/ks  li^e 
Oark's  Medi^tral  3I:litary  Architecture,  azl 
else  we  have.  This  \-criiT  wc  have 
filling  np  the  histoiy  section  in  :::e 
A.  L.  A.  catalog. ;  On  the  shelf  above,  wc 
have  the  noreis  and  interesting  bio^^raphies 
mnnrrtrd  with  the  period  that  the  class  is 
Aadying,  and  the  teacher  an^l  I  have  it  ur.ilcr- 
Oood  that  one  or  the  other,  or  both  of  us.  will 
be  at  the  amice  of  the  class  evcrv  Fn<iav 


Boys  and  girls  of  fonrteen,  fifteen,  and  six- 
axe  not  very  much  given  to  spcn'Iin,;  ilicir 
in  a  libiary  which  is  purely  a  rcfer- 
ooe  for  scholars.  But  wc  have  Vrou<:ht 
to  the  shelves  in  our  little  rcfcrcr..:c  room 
books  from  the  Watkinson  Library-  tlirLt  they 
voold  nerer  think  of  looking  at  by  themselves 
■iZlsstjated  renames  of  .Archaeologia.  with  pic- 
of  Roman  tombs  and  Roman  lamps,  an<l 
of  annor  and  costumes,  etc.  ,  and  on 
Friday  afternoons  the  teacher  and  I  spread  our 
acts  very  caiefblly  and  catch  as  many  Ixiys  an. I 
giria  as  we  can.  Sometimes  it  is  only  three  or 
r,  or  half  a  dozen,  but  one  or  the  other  of 
to  tell  them  interesting  thi:i.:<s  lliat 
ey  will  find,  and  say,  **You  won't  care  to 
the  whole  of  this  through,  bui  you  will 
iad  wmrthing  that  will  interest  you  on  such 


thev 


a=d 


i= :  ?-:l.  i  t*v^.  *     I  tell  th<=:  th.it  there  are 
ba;.e^x  -.jtestr^  iijiure*  1=,  cse  Sx^  thi 

Cir.  f.=  :  >j=:e  *: :'  the  sattc  i:ct:ire*  in  a  voti:: 
of  Si-rz'rzrs  frr  nve  cr  *:x  \-e-ar5  Sfccl 
ta'ite  then:  honie.  In  thj.t  wav  we  are  grai- 
nally  iriwin^  a  das*  in  the  high  school  into  a 
cl-j'ser  relat:<.n  nc<  only  with  the  t«'ks  in 
5c.-.>-.  '  n:  w:tn  tn-ase  :n  the  pn:.:c  .:brary 

\V.  H.  3R2Tr. — I  wish  to  emrhasize  the  re- 
mirk  male  ': y  Mr.  Nelion,  as  I  believe  that 
thi^  r«irer  .•:  M:?<?  Sharp  *hon!i  be  pnblished 
in  a  ae^arite  ftrm.  It  cc-ntains  a  large  amocct 
of  \-a:na-  Ic  inf. rmati: n.  ani  su^;^;:cs£:ocs  which 
■*-:ll  "c  lery  \a1-j^*  le.  n^<  only  in  schcol  libra- 
rio  "nt  in  1:*  rar:es  of  all  sons,  alout  helpnil 
methvi-is  in  niakir.y:  a  library-  nsenil.  I  am  sure 
tha:  it  will  answer  many  questions  which  are 
fiT^.-jcntly  islteri  of  the  librarians  of  every  im- 
p.-rjint  li'rary.  the  questions  that  come  from 
thc-5e  who  are  startine  libraries,  and  I  should 
be  jli :  t«>  have  such  a  pamphlet  to  refer  to. 

The  Pres:  :en:  rea^l  a  letter  from  George 
iLVS  :  J  the  Pu'ilishin*:  Section,  relative  to  the 
for.hco:n:n*:  issue  of  annotate*!  lists  of  books, 
elite:  f'.r  the  Section  by  Mrs.  Augnsta  H. 
Ley>.'l  h  ind  Mr.  lies,  and  to  be  sold  through 
the  I.:lrar>-  B-.:rean.  For  clitorial  services  no 
charge  is  m^  le.  and  a  few  mss.  for  the  lists 
were  >i:r  plie  1  jrraiis  :  Mr.  lies  has  paid  for  the 
oti:ers  an  1  cun tributes  $2^0  towari?  advertising 
expenses,  as  a  tifi  10  tiie  Section. 

Al'oumcl  at  5.00  p.  M. 

SIXTH  SESSIOX. 
■  Windsor  Hothl.  Thursday  E\-exixg, 

AfGL'ST   15. 

Pre>i«!c:it  I'TLKY  callel  the  meeting  to  order 
at  S.30  p.  M..  a:i  I  announcexi  the  following 
committee  on  Memorial  to  l>r.  Poole  :  F:  M. 
Crunien,  W:  I.  Fietcher.  Dr.  G:  E.  Wire  and 
J.  N.  Wing. 

Also  as  tellers  for  the  election  of  officers  at 
the  seventh  session  :  F.  C.  Patten  and  G:  T. 
Clark. 

The  President  stated  that  the  program  com- 
mittee had  endeavorcvl  to  arrange  for  papers  to 
be  asked  of  those  only  who  could  be  in  attend- 
ance at  tliis  Conference :  but  that  finally,  owing 
to  sickness  and  other  causes,  several  members 
wh  J  };:i  I  prej^rcd  jupcrs  to  read  at  tliis  session 
were  not  present. 
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In  the  absence  of  S:  H.  Ranck,  the  Recor- 
der read  his  paper  on 

NEED  OF    ADDinONAI*    COPYRIGHT    DEPOSITO- 
RIES. 

(Seep,  43.) 

H.  L.  Ei*MENDORF. — Some  action  should  be 
taken  on  the  suggestions  of  the  paper  read, 
and  I  think  they  should  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  Public  Documents.     Voted. 

T:  T.  Woodruff  read  the  paper  of  C:  W. 
McCwNTOCK  (the  latter  not  being  present),  on 

BEST  METHOD    OK    CHANGING  A  SUBSCRIPTION 
UBRARY  TO  A  FREE  PUBUC  UBRARY. 

(See  p.  46.) 

Paper  by  A.  H.  Hopkins,  in  his  absence,  was 
read  by  A.  E.  Whitaker,  on 

A  HANDBOOK  OF    UBRARY  ECONOMY. 

(See  p.  41.) 

Miss  Caroline  H.  Garland,  in  the  absence  of 
G:  T.  LiTTiyE,  read  the  paper  of  the  latter  on 

HEI«PING  INQUIRERS. 

(Seep,  ig.) 

The  President  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  John 
G.  Ames,  Chief  of  Document  Division  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior,  Washington,  D.  C,  dated 
August  12,  1895,  which  received  hearty  ap- 
plause. The  principal  part  of  the  communica- 
tion is  as  follows : 

*  *  I  regret  very  much  that  I  had  not  previously 
known  of  the  intention  of  the  librarians  to 
pass  a  few  hours  in  Washington  on  their  west- 
ern trip,  as  I  should  have  certainly  tried  to 
meet  them.  It  would  have  been  very  pleasant 
for  me  to  have  renewed  an  acqaintance  vrith 
many  of  them  made  at  the  Lake  Placid  Confer- 
ence. It  would  have  been  still  more  pleasant 
to  have  accompanied  them  to  Denver,  had  this 
been  at  all  practicable. 

*'It  is  not  probable,  I  think,  that  the  subject 
of  public  documents  will  receive  anything 
more  than  casual  attention  at  the  present  Con- 
ference, as  I  imagine  there  will  be  a  general 
disposition  before  any  further  discussion  of  the 
matter  is  had,  to  await  the  results  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  new  law,  the  enactment  of 
which  the  last  year  has  witnessed.  It  has  been 
intimated  to  me  that  in  some  quarters,  at  least, 


occasional  disappointment  is  being  felt  over 
the  results  which  have  followed  the  passage  of 
this  law.  I  am,  however,  inclined  to  think 
that  as  soon  as  it  comes  to  be  fully  executed, 
there  will  be  general  satis&ction  on  the  part 
of  our  librarians.  Of  course,  during  the  period 
while  the  new  office  is  being  organized  and  put 
in  thorough  running  order,  there  will  certainly 
be  some  confusion  and  some  delay.  The  work 
is  too  large  and  too  complicated  to  be  organ- 
ized or  systematized  under  the  new  adminis- 
tration, in  a  week  or  a  month ;  but  when  the 
facilities  which  are  being  put  at  the  disposal 
of  Mr.  Crandall,  the  new  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  are  fully  provided,  and  he  has  the 
work  thoroughly  in  hand,  I  trust  that  it  will  be 
found  that  the  provisions  of  the  new  law  are 
working  altogether  to  the  satis&ction  and  the 
advantage  of  our  public  libraries.  Mr.  Cran- 
dall, under  these  provisions,  is  able  to  com- 
mand the  services  of  an  adequate  number  of 
thoroughly  qualified  assistants,  which  has 
never,  hitherto,  been  the  case,  so  that  when 
once  he  has  his  work  in  hand,  there  ¥^11  be,  or 
need  be,  no  delay  whatever  in  the  distribution 
of  documents  and  in  the  preparation  of  cata- 
logues and  indexes.  The  one  great  difficulty 
under  which  I  always  labored  from  the  impos- 
sibility of  securing  of  adequate  assistants,  was 
that  the  great  burden  of  extra  work  of  prepar- 
ing lists,  indexes,  etc.,  as  ¥^11  as  the  work  of 
exchange,  fell  upon  myself;  but  these  difficul- 
ties and  embarrassments  are  now  happily  re- 
moved by  the  provisions  of  the  new  law  which 
authorize,  vrithout  limit,  the  employment  of 
all  needed  assistants. 

"As  members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  are  aware,  the 
bill  originally  presented,  and  which  was  dis- 
cussed at  the  Lake  Placid  Conference,  was,  in 
some  respects,  materially  modified  by  amend- 
ments presented  by  the  Senate  committee,  and 
afterwards  adopted  by  both  houses  of  Congress. 
One  result  of  these  amendments  has  been  the 
transfer  of  the  entire  work  conmiitted  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  from  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior  to  the  Government 
Printing  office,  and  the  appointment  there  of 
Mr.  Craudall  as  Superintendent  of  Documents. 
I  have  learned  of  the  very  warm  interest  which 
many  librarians  manifested  in  having  me 
transferred  with  the  office,  and  of  their  hearty 
recommendations  to  this  effect  to  the  Public 
Printer.     This  interest  has  been  very  deeply 
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and  gratefhlly  appreciated  by  me.  It  seemed, 
however,  best  in  the  view  of  the  appointing 
power,  that  a  new  man  be  placed  in  charge  of 
the  new  office.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  Mr. 
Cnmdall  seems  very  thoroughly  interested  in 
his  work,  and  determined  to  do  whatever  is 
possible  to  make  his  office  snbscrve  the  inter- 
ests of  onr  libraries  and  the  public  at  large. 
The  work  of  the  office  is,  I  imagine,  much 
larger  and  more  complicated  than  he,  at  first, 
anticipated,  but  I  am  sure  he  will  strive  to 
make  his  administration  entirely  satisfactory 
to  library  interests. 

'*  It  is  probable  that  when  Congress  meets  at 
the  approaching  session  quite  a  number  of 
amendments  to  the  new  law  will  be  proposed, 
as,  nndonbtedly,  several  of  the  executive  de- 
partments of  the  government  are  dissatisfied 
with  certain  of  its  provisions.  The  A.  L.  A. 
will  also,  perhaps,  desire  to  suggest  other 
amendments ;  if  so,  it  will  be  well  that  such 
amendments  be  carefully  consi<lcrcd  and  form- 
ulated, and  then  entrusted  to  the  coniniittcc  on 
Pablic  Documents  for  presentation  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  next  session.  It  is,  I  think,  desir- 
able that  all  such  amendments  should  be  pre- 
sented early  so  that  they  can  be  considered 
together  by  the  Congressional  committees. 

"As  I  view  the  subject,  nearly  everything 
that  was  desired  by  the  A.  L.  A.  is  embraced 
in  the  new  law,  which  secures  to  libraries  not 
only  the  documents  hitherto   sent  them   but 
almost  all   other   government  publications  of 
any  valtie.     It  also  provides  for  giving  prefer- 
ence in  the  matter  of  binding  to  documents 
designed  for  public  depositories.     The  benefit 
of  this  last  provision  will  probably  not  be  real- 
ized for  several  months,  at  least ;  not  until  the 
Public  Printer  has  time  to  clear  away  some  of 
the  accumulated  stock  of  documents  awaiting 
binding ;  but  probably  within  six  months  or  a 
year,  documents  publishe<l  for  distribution  to 
libraries  will  begin  to  be    very  promptly  re- 
ceived.   Then,  again,  entirely   adequate  pro- 
vision is  made  for  monthly  catalogues  and  for 
yearly  indexes    of  government    publications, 
which    catalogues  and   indexes  will,  I  think, 
prove  almost  invaluable  to  all  persons  hand- 
ling   public   documents.     Taking    everything 
into  consideration,  it  seems  to  me  that  library 
interests  have  been  very  largely  subserved  by 
the  passage  of  the  new  law,  and  that  even  if 
six  or  twelve  months  more  are  required  for 


perfecting  the  machinery  of  the  new  office  and 
the  securing  of  the  benefits  involved,  the 
members  of  the  Association  may  well  await 
the  issue  with  patience. 

**I  am,  myself,  glad  to  be  still  in  position, 
where  if  opportunity  occurs,  I  may  be  able  to 
assist  in  securing  modifications  of  the  law,  and 
any  new  legislation  which  may  seem  desirable. 
While  having  no  relation  whatever  to  the  new 
office,  I  am  still  at  my  old  stand  in  tlie  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior,  under  a  new  title.  The 
range  of  my  work  is,  however,  very  much 
more  limited,  being  that  of  supervising  the 
distribution  of  the  publications  of  the  Depart- 
ment itself.  This  will,  I  hope,  affi)rd  oppor- 
tunity for  me  to  take  up  some  lines  of  indexing 
of  documents  in  which  I  may  yet  be  able  to 
render  efficient,  and  I  trust,  acceptable  service 
both  to  our  librarians  and  to  tlie  public  at 
large." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson  it  was  unanimously 
Voted. — Tliatthe  American  Library  Association 
hereby  extends  cordial  greetings  to  the  Ameri- 
can Phamiacentical  Association,  with  congrat- 
ulations on  the  pleasant  auspices  under  which 
we  are  each  holding  our  meetings  in  Denver  at 
the  same  time. 

An  official  copy  of  the  same  was  inmiediately 
sent  to  the  secretary'  of  the  A.  Ph.  A. 

Adjourned  at  9.00  P.  M. 

SF.VENTH  SESSION. 

(High  School   Building,   Tuesday   Morn- 
ing, August  16.) 

Pres.  Utley  called  the  meeting  to  order  at 
9.25  A.  M. 

balw>ting  for  officers. 

The  program  named  this  as  the  first  order  of 
business  for  the  session,  witli  the  following 
statement : 

The  vote  will  be  taken  by  the  Australian 
ballot  system.  The  names  of  all  tlie  candi- 
dates will  be  printed  on  the  ballot,  and  in  vot- 
ing, the  members  will  check  the  name  of  the 
individual  of  their  choice  for  each  office.  The 
executive  board  is  required  to  make  up  this 
ballot  and  to  place  on  it  not  less  than  three 
nominees  for  each  office,  including  names  filed 
with  the  secretary  48  hours  before  the  election 
by  at  least  five  members  of  the  Association. 

W:  H.  Brett.— Before  the  chair  directs  the 
ballots  to  be  cast  for  the  officers  of  this  Asso- 
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elation,  I  wish  to  withdraw  my  name  from 
consideration  as  a  candidate  for  the  presidency. 
I  do  this,  not  because  I  am  unapprcciative  of 
the  honor  of  this  nomination,  but  because  I 
intend,  at  the  proper  time,  to  present  an  invi- 
tation to  this  Association,  which,  if  it  is  ac- 
cepted, as  I  trust  it  will  be,  will  afford  me  both 
honor  and  occupation  for  next  year. 

In  thus  Mrithdrawing,  I  wish  to  thank  those 
who  have  thought  so  well  of  me  as  to  place  mc 
in  nomination,  and  to  assure  the  Association 
that  I  appreciate  the  honor.  May  I  ask  each 
member  having  a  ballot  to  draw  a  line  through 
my  name  as  it  stands  there. 

The  ballots  were  then  collected ;  pending 
their  count  and  report  of  the  tellers,  W:  R. 
Eastman,  chairman  of  the 

COMMITTBB  ON  PI^CB  OP  NBXT  MKKTING 

made  verbal  report  recommending  a  vote  rela- 
tive to  the  invitation  from  the  L.  A.  U.  K. 
The  report  was  referred  back  to  the  committee 
for  amendment ;  after  which  it  was  again  pre- 
sented and  adopted,  as  follows : 

Voted. — That  we  have  received  with  great 
satisfaction  the  proposals  for  an  International 
Conference  of  the  A.  L.  A.  and  the  L.  A.  U.  K. 
in  Great  Britain,  at  some  time  in  the  near 
future,  and  promise  that  this  Association  will 
enter  heartily  into  such  plans  to  that  effect  as 
may  be  made  by  future  Conferences. 

But  it  is  the  conviction  of  this  meeting  that 
the  near  approach  of  the  Grand  Exposition  at 
Paris  in  the  year  1900  points  to  that  date  as 
the  one  to  be  chosen  for  a  gathering  of  the 
librarians  of  the  world. 

W:  R.  Eastman,  for  the  same  committee, 
reported  as  follows : 

We  have  received  three  invitations  from 
localities  specially  interested.  A  strong  plea 
comes  from  Philadelphia,  wishing  us  to  cele- 
brate in  that  city  the  twentieth  anniversary  of 
the  founding  of  the  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation; stating  also,  that  in  their  effort  to 
organize  a  free  library  movement  Philadelphia 
needs  the  help  to  be  derived  from  such  a  meet- 
ing. We  have  a  letter  from  the  president  of 
the  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia,  and  a  paper 
signed  by  six  or  seven  of  the  presidents  of  the 
leading  libraries  of  that  city  and  vicinity.  But 
it  seemed  to  the  committee  that  next  year  we 
had  better  not  go  quite  so  for  to  the  east  as 
Philadelphia.    The    committee    had   also    in 


mind  that  if,  perchance,  we  should  go  to  Lon- 
don in  1897,  we  would  want  a  meeting  on  the 
sea  coast  at  that  time. 

The  other  two  places  urged  for  the  Confer- 
ence are  Cleveland  and  Chautauqua  Lake. 
There  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  for  each.  Cleve- 
land has  a  centennial  exposition  in  prospect  to 
celebrate,  the  anniversary  of  the  foundation  of 
the  city.  We  all  know  what  a  favorable  city 
it  is  for  conventions,  and  how  much  is  desir- 
able about  it.  Chautauqua  Lake,  a  lake  of 
twenty  miles  in  length,  has  the  city  of  James- 
town at  one  end,  and  the  Chautauqua  Assem- 
bly grounds  at  the  other,  and  fine  hotels.  The 
mayor  of  Jamestown,  who  is  secretary  of  the 
library  there,  sends  a  very  urgent  letter  asking 
us  to  come,  as  indeed,  he  asked  us  a  year  ago 
to  come.  Between  these  two  the  committee  is 
not  willing  to  recommend.  We  think  it  ought 
not  to  rest  with  three  individuals  to  decide 
between  two  places,  either  of  which  would 
accommodate  the  meeting  and  receive  us  cor- 
dially. For  that  reason  we  recommend  that 
the  Association  declare  its  preference,  and,  if 
you  are  willing  to  give  the  time,  we  should  be 
glad  that  Miss  Hazeltinc  and  Mr.  Brett  should 
be  heard  on  this  subject. 

In  reference  to  the  question  of  time,  another 
matter  laid  before  the  committee,  if  we  go  to 
Cleveland,  we  should  prefer  probably  to  go 
late  in  August,  leaving  time  for  a  post  confer- 
ence trip  to  Mackinac  Island.  If  we  go  to 
Chautauqua  it  would  be  better  to  choose  the 
first  or  second  week  in  August  on  account  of 
the  Assembly,  which  closes  about  the  20th.  So 
the  question  of  time  will  depend  on  the  ques- 
tion of  place. 

Miss  M.  E.  Hazbi^tinb. — It  is  difficult,  when 
we  arc  in  the  midst  of  beautiful  scener}',  to 
present  a  picture  of  another  beautiful  scene 
that  is  entirely  different.  Chautauqua  Lake  is 
a  very  lovely  place.  I  wish  I  could  bring  it 
before  you  for  a  moment,  a  lake  of  blue  framed 
in  hills  of  green ;  a  lake  twenty  miles  long 
with  varied  shores,  with  wooded  hillsides,  with 
all  things  beautiful  about  it;  with  ample  hotel 
accommodations,  with  cordial  people,  every- 
thing that  you  could  wish.  Then  there  are  the 
delights  of  a  retired  lakeside  resort,  where 
rowing,  sailing  and  boating  of  all  kinds  are  at 
your  pleasure;  where  there  is  fresh  water 
bathing ;  where  there  is  some  of  the  best  fish- 
ing in  New  York  State;  also,  if  you  prefiery 
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many  cosy  nooks  where  a  book  will  be  pleas- 
ant company.  And  then  there  are  the  drives 
when  sessions  are  over  for  the  day,  or  ad- 
journed for  an  afternoon ;  a  coaching  trip  to 
the  &nions  Chantauqua  grape  region,  one  of 
the  most  beautifhl  drives  in  the  entire  State, 
and  where  you  can  have  grapes  to  your  heart's 
content;  another  coaching  trip  to  Panama 
Rocks,  a  peculiar  geological  formation;  and 
many  drives  along  the  lake  and  over  the 
hills. 

Jamestown,  a  city  of  twenty  thousand  and 
more,  at  the  foot  of  the  lake,  will  be  ready  to 
welcome  you,  and  assist  in  your  entertainment; 
to  give  you  a  drive  about  the  city  or  ride  in  the 
trolley  cars ;  to  show  you  the  &ctorics,  for  it  is 
a  city  of  fiurtories.  Two  of  the  largest  woolen 
industries  in  the  United  States  arc  there,  the 
Fenton  Metallic  Works,  where  library  shelving 
is  made— doubtless  you  could  secure  good 
xmtes  for  new  libraries — furniture  and  shoe  fac- 
tories, in  fine,  ever>'thing  in  the  line  of  manu- 
&ctnres.  You  will  be  received  into  our  homes 
and  entertained  by  the  people  of  Jamestown, 
who  will  be  responsible  for  your  pleasure,  even 
though  your  headquarters  are  at  one  of  the 
resorts  on  the  lake.  So  we  invite  you  because 
we  think  it  is  a  spot  that  would  enchant  you. 

Then  we  appeal  to  you  to  come  and  help  us, 
because  we  are  in  a  very  poverty-stricken  con- 
dition library-wise.  Buffalo  and  Jamestown 
are  about  the  only  places  in  Western  New  York 
than  can  boast  of  libraries.  There  arc  a  few 
scattered  between  these  points,  but  not  many. 
We  are  &r  behind  the  times,  and  it  would  be 
of  inestimable  benefit  to  Western  New  York  if 
one  of  these  enthusiastic  meetings  could  he 
held  there.  And  my  strongest  point  is  that 
yon  plan  to  come  during  the  term  of  the  famous 
Chantauqua  summer  school,  hold  your  ses- 
sions at  some  quiet  point  on  the  lake,  and  one 
day  go  to  Chautauqua  itself,  and  have  a  I^ibrnry 
Day.  Haye  for  your  meetings  the  amphi- 
I,  which  will  seat  hundreds,  where  you 
people  fi*om  all  over  the  Ignited 
Slates  and  from  other  countries,  so  you  will 
reach  not  only  Western  New  York,  but  on  that 
Library  Day  you  would  come  in  touch  with  all 
tiie  world.  I  am  sure  that  Bishop  Vincent 
would  gladly  arrange  for  such  a  day  on  the 
Chantauqua  program. 

For  a  post-conference,  several  delightful  ex- 
cuMons  could  be  planned.    Some  there  always 
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are  who  do  not  care  to  include  that  part,  but 
prefer  a  resting  time.  These  could  remain  in 
some  cottage,  enjoying  hours  of  recreation, 
lectures  at  Chautauqua,  steamboat  rides  over 
the  lake,  or  quiet  rest.  Those  who  take  the 
post-conference,  could  go  to  Buffalo  or  Cleve- 
land, and  from  either  ]x>int  take  the  trip  of  the 
lakes.  Or  a  trip  through  Central  New  York, 
with  its  chain  of  lakes,  Cayuga,  Seneca,  Oneida, 
with  Watkins  Glen — and  a  visit  to  the  Coniell 
Library'  would  be  tlelightful.  Yet  another  trip 
could  be  planncfl  to  the  Thousand  Islands, 
with  a  glimi)se  of  Niagara  on  the  way.  And 
yet  others  might  l)e  suggested.  As  to  rates  and 
acconmiodations,  all  roads  lead  to  Chautauqua 
in  summer ;  excursion  rates  from  all  points  to 
Chautiuqua  are  customary,  and  for  a  company 
of  this  kind,  I  am  sure  that  very  low  rates 
could  be  secured.  The  Krie  road  is  a  trunk 
line,  and  could  bring  you  from  east  and  west 
directly  to  the  lake.  Buffalo  is  only  seventy 
miles  distant,  and  many  could  come  over  the 
New  York  Central,  I^ke  Shore  and  other 
roads,  all  of  which  connect  with  Jamestown 
and  the  lake.  And  for  hotel  accommodations — 
come  and  see  for  vourselves.  All  that,  we  have 
for  you.  I  earnestly  hope  that  3'ou  will  con- 
sider the  invitation. 

W:  H.  Brett. — I  certainly  never  heard  a 
more  eloquent  presentation  of  an  invitation 
during  the  years  in  which  I  have  attended  the 
meetings  of  the  Association.  It  almost  con- 
vinces me  that  I  want  to  go  to  Chautauqua  my- 
self. I  nee<l  hardly  speak  of  the  reputation  of 
Cleveland.  You  all  know  it  is  a  beautiful  city ; 
it  is  a  hospitable  city.  It  is  a  city  accustomed 
to  having  meetings  and  taking  care  of  them. 
We  have  had  in  the  last  two  years  some  of  the 
largest  meetings,  as  for  instance,  the  Christian 
Endeavor  Convention  last  year,  and  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Republican  Club  tliis  year ;  both  of 
which  were  ver>'  handsomely  entertained.  We 
had  in  February-  a  meeting  of  the  National 
Association  of  School  Superintendents,  and  I 
believe  every  person  who  atteudeil  these  meet- 
ings went  away  feeling  gratified  and  enthusi- 
astic over  Cleveland,  and  wanting  to  come 
back  again.  The  hotel  acconmiodations  are 
ample.  At  the  Hollenden  Hotel,  which  is 
only  two  blocks  away  from  the  library  build- 
ing, the  entire  Association  could  be  accommo- 
dated with  plenty  of  comfort.  There  is  an 
assembly  room  in  the  library  building,  which 
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would  be  a  convenient  one  to  meet  in ;  there 
are  ample  parlors  at  the  hotel  also. 

There  are  many  things  of  interest  about 
Cleveland ;  the  electric  car  lines,  I  think,  are 
among  the  very  best  in  the  country.  Cleve- 
land, although  not  known  especially  as  a  sum- 
mer resort,  may  almost  deserve  to  be  so  called, 
because  it  is  the  summer  home  of  a  great  many 
people  from  the  interior.  Adjoining  the  city 
is  Bdgewater  Park,  where  there  are  bathing 
&cilities  that  cannot  be  excelled  away  from 
salt  water,  convenient  of  access  by  the  electric 
cars,  and  only  about  thirty  minutes  from  the 
centre  of  the  city. 

Near  Cleveland  are  several  other  lakeside 
resorts,  that  are  beautifril,  and  convenient  of 
access.  I  think,  in  case  our  invitation  is  ac- 
cepted, that  Mr.  Utley  desires  to  have  the 
Association  spend  a  day  in  Detroit.  Put-in- 
Bay,  which  is  one  of  the  most  beautifril  places 
in  the  country,  and  of  historical  interest,  lies 
between  Cleveland  and  Detroit.  The  trip  from 
Detroit  could  be  made  in  the  daytime,  giving 
several  hours  at  Put-in-Bay,  reaching  Detroit 
in  the  evening.  Or  the  trip  can  be  made 
directly  to  Detroit  by  rail  or  boat.  Then 
just  above  Detroit  on  the  St.  Clair  river 
are  the  St.  Clair  flats,  which  are  un- 
like an3rthing  else  in  the  country,  and  are 
delightfril  summer  resorts;  cottages  dotted 
along  the  St.  Clair  canal,  and  many  of  them 
built  on  piles  above  the  water,  which  is  abso- 
lutely clear  and  running  over  the  sand.  It  is 
beautifrdly  described  in  Litchfield's  **  Little 
Venice."  After  the  meeting  is  over,  for  those 
who  do  not  care  to  incur  the  expense  of  a  long 
post-conference  trip,  Put-in-Bay,  or  the  St. 
Clair  flats  are  delightful  places  at  which  to 
spend  the  time  at  a  moderate  expense.  For 
^ose  who  care  for  it,  Mackinaw,  which  is 
reached  from  Cleveland  or  Detroit,  offers  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  spots  in  the  coun- 
try. The  steamboats  run  from  Cleveland, 
connecting  with  others  from  Detroit.  In- 
cluding staterooms  and  meals,  the  four  days 
on  the  steamers  from  Cleveland  to  Mackinaw 
and  return  cost  nineteen  dollars ;  just  a  little 
more  than  it  would  cost  to  live  at  a  hotel  for 
the  same  time.  Mackinaw,  you  all  know,  is  a 
{flace  of  great  beauty  and  interest. 

The  reasons  which  I  have  thus  far  men- 
tioned will  probably  apply  equally  well  any 
other  year.    There  are,  however,  some  reasons 


why  I  should  be  specially  glad  to  have  yon 
come  next  year.  It  is  our  centennial  3rear. 
The  foundation  of  the  city  will  be  celebrated, 
and  preparations  are  being  made  to  that  end. 
It  is  proposed  to  hold  an  exposition  which  will 
probably  last  three  months,  and  a  large  amount 
of  money  is  being  raised  and  very  great  inter- 
est is  manifested  in  it,  so  that  I  have  no  doubt 
it  will  be  a  marked  success.  I  will  read  a  letter 
received  since  I  came  here.  It  is  from  the 
director  general  of  the  exposition,  who  is  also 
president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  (Let- 
ter read.) 

Now  it  is  hoped,  in  connection  with  the  cen- 
tennial year,  to  take  advantage  of  the  interest 
and  sentiment  it  has  aroused,  and  bring  to 
a  focus  the  matter  of  A  new  city  hall  and  other 
public  buildings ;  and  we  hope  to  bring  to  a 
conclusion  at  the  same  time  the  matter  of  a 
new  public  library,  of  which  we  are  in  great 
need.  While  I  hesitate  to  mention  this,  be- 
cause it  is  not  certain  by  any  meaus^  I  do  feel 
sure  that  if  the  Association  should  decide  to 
come  to  Cleveland  the  very  &ct  that  they  were 
coming  would  help  the  matter  along  very 
greatly.  It  would  stimulate  the  interest  in 
library  matters  and  be  of  great  help  to  us.  If 
we  could,  we  should  be  glad  to  lay  the  comer 
stone  of  the  new  building  when  the  A.  L.  A.  is 
there.  One  of  the  features  of  the  exposition 
¥^11  be  a  Library  Day.  I  have  talked  the  matter 
over  with  the  director  general  of  the  exposition 
more  fully  than  the  letter  indicates.  Library 
Day  at  Chautauqua  would  be  a  delightful 
day,  but  the  Chautauqua  Assembly  is  in  session 
every  year;  the  Cleveland  centennial  will  be 
celebrated  next  year  only.  Our  Library  Day 
would  be  of  the  greatest  value  to  us  there  next 
year.  Next  year,  also,  the  Hatch  Library, 
which  is  a  fine  building,  a  gift  to  the  Adelbert 
College  in  Cleveland,  will  be  opened.  These 
are  all  things  which  would  enter  into  making 
next  year  an  interesting  year  in  Cleveland,  and 
a  year  which  would  be  more  £Eivorable  than  any 
other  in  which  to  have  the  Association  meet  in 
Cleveland. 

I  do  not  intend  to  say  a  word  against  Chau- 
tauqua. It  is  one  of  the  most  delightful  places 
in  the  world ;  but  there  are  one  or  two  things 
which  we  might  foirly  take  into  consideration. 
We  can  go  to  Chautauqua  any  year;  we  met 
in  New  York  State  last  year,  and  it  seems  &ir 
th^t  the  Association  should  go  a  little  &rther 
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Qeirelaiid  cui  ofier  all  the  advantages 
of  any  point  in  the  central  states  in  the  way  of 
oonvenieat  aocesa  and  frvorable  railroad  rates. 
Half-frre  rates  can  be  had  from  any  point  to 
Cleveland  if  there  is  a  sufficient  nnmber  to  go, 
and  the  regnlar  two-third  rates  can  certainly  be 
had.  I  think  that  Cleveland  offers  all  the  ad- 
vantages that  any  city  can  offer,  and  there  arc 
dioae  special  reasons  which  I  have  mentioncti 
why  next  year  vrill  be  the  most  favorable  year 
of  all  to  have  yon  come.  I  most  conlially  hope 
jon  will  decide  so  to  do. 

Remarks  were  made  by  H :  J.  Carr  and  P :  M. 
Cmnden  in  fiEivor  of  Cleveland. 

Miss  M.  B.  Hazsltinb.— Although  I  shall 
have  a  greatly  disappointed  constituency 
awaiting  me  (especially  in  Jamestown,  where 
we  had  very  much  hoped  to  welcome  the  As- 
sociation next  year),  yet,  because  of  tlic  exist- 
ing conditions,  if  you  will  come  to  Chautauqua 
soon,  before  the  3rear  1900, 1  will  withdraw  in 
&vQr  of  Cleveland  and  Mr.  Brett. 

E.  H.  Anderson. — I  came  here  with  the 
intention  of  asking  the  Association  to  spend  a 
day  in  Pittsburg  in  case  the  conference  should 
be  held  in  Chautauqua.  Since  I  have  found 
how  much  it  means  to  the  Cleveland  Public 
Library  to  have  it  held  there,  I  have  decided 
not  to  ertend  the  invitation  at  this  meeting.  I 
know  if  the  conference  is  held  in  Cleveland,  a 
post-conference  trip  would  be  preferred  else- 
where than  to  smoky  Pittsburg.  We  hope  to 
have  the  Association  with  us  some  later  ilay, 
before  the  year  1900. 

F :  M.  Crundkn  moved  that  the  next  Con- 
ference, for  the  year  1896,  he  held  at  the  city  of 
Cleveland.     Voted, 

W :  R.  Bastman  moved  that  the  time  for  such 
Conference  be  on  or  about  the  first  of  Scpteui1x;r, 
if  satisfi&ctory  arrangements  can  be  made  fur 
that  date,  in  the  discretion  of  the  executive 
board.      Voled. 

RSFORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

We  have  audited  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  as 
presented  to  this  Conference,  and  find  tlicni  to 
be  correctly  cast,  with  proper  vouchers  ;  also 
bank  book  showing  balance  on  liand  as  re- 
ported. 

Alfred  E.  Wuitakkr, 

Caroline  H.  Garland, 

AcHfijr  Finance  Committee. 
August  16,  1895. 


Pres.  ITtlev  read  various  items  and  (jueries 
from  the 

UI^ESTION  iiox. 

'*  How  many  of  those  present  at  this  Confer- 
ence, who  came  from  active  library  work,  haNX 
their  expenses  paid  by  the  libraries?*'  Twenty- 
one  responde<l. 

*'How  many  had  their  time  given  and  not 
counted  as  vacation  ?"    Thirty-two  responded. 

Remarks  upon  this  sul)ject  ^-ere  made  by 
several  persons,  specifying  the  vie\%'S  of  their 
library  trustees  or  detailing  individual  modifi- 
cations in  that  practice.  As  thus  shown  there 
would  seem  to  l)e  an  increasing  tendency  on 
the  part  of  library  trustees  to  instruct  tlieir 
librarians  to  attend  the  meetings  of  tlie  A.  L.  A. 
as  represcntiitives  of  their  libraries ;  and  to  con- 
sider tliat  the  respective  libraries  profit  by  their 
doing  so  with  time  given  and  expenses  paid. 

**  What  value  should  1x>  placc<l  on  Govern- 
ment documents  fur  insurance  purposes  ?' ' 

Discussion  of  this  question  developed  quite 
a  disparity  of  views,  according  as  tlie  speakers 
hail  in  mind  larj^e  or  small  collections,  those 
strong  ill  the  scientific  sets,  or  otherwise  with 
few  but  the  common  run  of  public  documents, 
etc.  It  ^'as  generally  agrceil  that  their  value 
is  increasing,  since  the  larger  libraries  feel  the 
need  of  having  sets  as  full  as  possible,  and 
that  as  time  goes  on  it  is  becoming  more  diffi- 
cult to  obtain  those  of  the  past.  Also  that  it 
is  possibly  a  question  for  each  individual  li- 
brary- according  to  the  nature  of  its  possessions 
in  such  publications ;  and  any  generalization 
on  a  broad  l)asis,  even  of  a  dollar  a  volume  and 
upwanls,  might  in  many  cases  1x^  unsafe  and 
unjust  to  the  particular  institution  applying  it. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Pres.  I'TLEY.— Before  the  result  of  the  bal- 
loting is  announced  I  shall  make  a  ruling  in 
opposition  to  the  one  made  last  year.  The 
president  then  held  that  a  majority  vote  is  re- 
quireil  to  elect ;  and  a  second  ballot  was  ren- 
dereil  necessar}-.  I  did  not  then  agree  with 
the  ruling  of  the  chair,  but  was  not  in  position 
to  (question  it.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  where 
there  are  several  candidates  for  an  office,  no 
one  may  have  a  majority  over  all  and  consid- 
erable time  may  be  unnecessarily  consumeil 
by  further  Iwllotings,  I  shall  hold  that  a  plu- 
rality vote  elects.  Unless  this  ruling  is  ques- 
tioned, therefore,  the  person  or  persons  found 
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to  have  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  each 
office  will  be  declared  elected. 

The  tellers  of  election  thereupon  reported 
the  result  of  the  balloting,  as  follows : 

President.  —J:  C.  Dana,  65 ;    (scattering,  12). 

Vice-Presidents.  —  Henry  J.  Carr.  58 ;  The- 
resa H.  West,  55;  C:  R.  Dudley,  40;  (two 
others,  32  and  33  respectively). 

Secretary.— H.  L.  Elmendorf,  50;  (scatter- 
ing, 24). 

Treasurer.— Geo,  Watson  Cole,  46 ;  (scatter- 
ing* 31)  • 

Trustee   of  Endoimnent   Fund.  —  Norman 

Williams,  67. 

A.  L.  A.  C<?«if^//.--Katharine  L.  Sharp,  64 ; 
Herbert  Putnam,  56  ;  H:  M.  Utley,  42 ;  E.  H. 
Anderson,  36;  (four  others,  21  to  34  each). 

Those  above  named  were  declared  elected. 

AMENDMENT  TO  CONSTITUTION. 

Pres.  Uti^y. — The  proposed  amendment  to 
the  constitution  relating  to  the  annual  election 
of  officers,  as  submitted  by  the  executive  board 
under  instructions,  was  laid  upon  the  table  at 
the  first  session,  to  be  taken  up  at  a  subse- 
quent time.  (See  p.  ^j.)  The  sections,  as 
proposed,  have  been  printed  in  full  and  placed 
in  the  hands  of  all  members  of  the  Association 
prior  to  this  meeting,  and  read  as  follows : 

SUBSTITUTES  FOR  SECTIONS  9  AND   lO  OP  THE 

CONSTITUTION. 

Sec.  9.  Election.  This  Association  shall 
at  each  annual  meeting  elect  by  l>allot  a  presi- 
dent and  an  executive  lx>anl  of  five.  The 
president  for  the  last  preceding  year  and  the 
president-elect  shall  also  be  members  of  said 
boanl,  and  the  latter  shall  l)e  its  chairman. 
The  board  shall  choose  for  the  Association 
three  vice-presidents,  a  secretary,  recorder, 
treasurer,  a  finance  conmiittec  of  three,  a  co- 
operation committee  of  five,  and  such  other 
officers  and  committees  as  may  in  its  judgment 
be  necessary.  The  board  may  also  adil  to  its 
numl^r.  The  term  of  all  officers  shall  be  from 
the  adjournment  of  one  annual  meeting  to  the 
adjournment  of  tlie  next. 

Sec.  10.  Executive  Board.  The  executive 
board  shall  transact  the  business  of  the  Asso- 
ciation in  the  intervals  between  the  meetings, 
and  shall  have  power  to  act  on  all  matters  on 
which  they  reach  unanimous  agreement. 

The  proposed  change  simply  contemplates 
that  the  body  of  the  Association,  instead  of 
electing  the  president,  vice-presidents,  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  by  direct  vote,  as  now,  shall 
elect  the  president  and  an  executive  board  of 


five  persons,  who  shall  choose  the  remaining 
officers.  I  wish  to  say  in  this  connection  that 
this  matter  of  electing  officers  is  an  old  ques- 
tion which  has  provoked  much  discussion. 
The  present  plan  was  adopted  in  the  face  of 
determined  opposition.  It  has  been  tried  three 
years,  and  in  my  judgment  no  serious  evil  has 
resulted.  The  great  argument  against  it  has 
been  that  it  wastes  valuable  time.  But  you 
have  all  seen  to-day  that  vrith  the  Australian 
system  of  voting  this  is  no  argument  at  all, 
because  the  time  occupied  in  taking  up  the 
ballots  is  merely  nominal. 

F:  M.  Crunden. — We  may  just  as  well  con- 
sider and  dispose  of  this  matter  now.  Before 
proceeding  to  its  discussion  I  must  protest 
against  the  unfiEiir  manner  in  which  the  presi- 
dent has  stated  the  question. 

Pres.  Utley. — I  deny  most  emphatically  any 
intention  to  state  the  question  unfiEiirly,  and  do 
not  believe  tliat  anylxxly  is  likely  to  be  misled 
by  my  statement  of  it.  But,  in  addition  to  the 
statement  of  the  question,  I  also  gave  an  opin- 
ion on  its  merits. 

F:  M.  Crunden. — That  was  very  evident. 

Pres.  Utley. — What  I  said  by  way  of  ex- 
pressing my  views  was  entirely  separate  and 
distinct  from  any  statement  of  the  question, 
The  question  was  fully  and  fairly  stated.  I  con- 
sider that  as  a  member  I  have  a  right  to  de- 
clare my  opposition  to  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. 

F :  M.  Crunden. — ^The  president,  it  seems  to 
me,  has  made  an  ex-parte  statement.  It  is  evi- 
dent which  side  he  intends  to  vote  on,  and  it 
seems  to  me  he  has  presented  the  proposed 
amendment  unfairly ;  not  intentionally  so,  but 
because  of  his  own  personal  ^ews.  At  this 
time  I  may  congratulate  the  Association  on 
having  had  the  election  pass  quietly  and  with- 
out undue  waste  of  time ;  but  I  have  known  two 
Conferences  where  two  of  the  most  promising 
sessions  were  absolutely  wasted,  in  the  election 
of  officers.  I  say  absolutely  wasted,  as  the  re- 
sult would  have  been  just  the  same  under  the 
old  method.  The  only  way  of  preventing  this 
waste  of  time  is  by  ruling  that  a  plurality  shall 
elect.  Sometimes,  where  a  number  of  candi- 
dates are  up,  a  plurality  may  often  be  a  decided 
minority ;  so  you  have  minority  officers  right 
along,  especially  if  it  comes  to  the  election  of 
a  large  number  of  officers.  I  can  remember  one 
occasion,  under  this  popular  method,  when  we 
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cune  near  electing^  to  a  certain  position  one 
iriio  we  forttinately  found  just  in  time  would 
lia?ebeen  manifestly  an  unfit  person. 

I  do  not  Uxink.  that  a  popular  assembly,  com- 
posed in  many  cases  of  persons  who  attend  a 
Conferenoe  for  tlie  first  time,  is  the  best  body  for 
decdng    officexB.     That  may    seem    undemo- 
cnkiCibnt  it  is  not,  really ;  you  simply  delegate 
your  powers   to  persons  whose  judgment  and 
iriiOK  knovirlcdg^  you  trust ;  you  have  your 
Totes  just  the  same.    You  do  not  vole  directly 
Iv  the  xnakinf^  of  the  laws  of  your  country ; 
yon  elect  others  to  do  that.    No  one  hiis  a  di- 
rect voice  in    the  matter.     And  you  know  per- 
fectly well,  most  of  you  to  whom  I  am  s]x^ak- 
ing,  that    you     are    in    doubt    as    to    whom 
70a  shall  vote   for.     Some  of  the  candidates 
700  never  saw  before ;  and  you  trust  to  the  ad- 
lice  of  somebody  else.    This  makes  it  easy  for 
some  one  who  is  a  good  hustler  to  go  lu-ound 
and  have  the  person  whom  he  wants  clcctc<l, 
though  that  person  may  not  l)e  the  Ix^st  for  the 
position.     The  president,  .it  is  conccdc<1,  must 
be  a  person  of  such  prominence  that  you  all 
have  an  opportunity  to  judge  him  ;  you  know 
him  by  reputation  at  any  rate.     But  when  it 
comes  to  the  other  officers  we  can  accomplish 
our  object  better  if  we  just  choose  a  body  of 
five  members  who,  together  with  the  president- 
elect, select  the  other  officers.    There  arc  rea- 
sons that  will  not   occur  to   individuals  in  a 
popular  assembly  why  one  person  at  one  time 
ought  to  be  chosen,  and  another  ])crson  at  an- 
other time.    These  and  various  other  consid- 
erations can  be  calmly  discussed  and  weighed 
by  trusted  members  of  tlie  Association,  elected 
for  that  purpose. 

The  Association  worked  under  that  system 
for  thirteen  years,  and  satisfactorily ;  more 
satis&ctorily  than  it  has  worked  under  the 
present  plan,  simply  because  of  the  waste  of 
time.  The  result  has  been  the  S2ime.  I  do  not 
believe  there  would  have  l)een  any  essential 
difference  in  the  results  under  one  system  or 
the  other ;  but  the  great  thing  is  that  we  should 
have  saved  time. 

Hknry  J.  Cajir. — As  a  memlxir  of  the  Asso- 
ciation some  years  before  I  became  a  librarian, 
and  since  (both  as  an  ordinary'  member,  and 
again  as  one  of  those  who  has  been  favored 
with  a  position  among  your  officers),  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  see  the  workings  of  the 
AflBociation  and  of  its  constitution  under  sev- 


eral different  phases.  I  speak  therefore,  both 
from  the  side  of  a  private,  individual  member, 
and  from  the  side  of  one  who  has  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  the  interior  operations,  those 
on  which  more  or  less  of  the  actual  success  of 
each  successive  year  depends.  I  am  thoroughly 
convince<l  from  those  experiences,  and  from 
l)oth  points  of  view,  that  really  the  old  veay 
was  the  best ;  not  because  it  was  the  old  way, 
but  Ixscause  it  was  very  skilfully  planned  by 
those  who  had  had  experience  in  like  institu- 
tions. It  resulte<l  in  bringing  to  the  front  the 
best  and  most  \'aluable  material,  selecting 
quietly  and  simply  those  who  by  their  circuni- 
sUinccs,  by  their  disposition,  and  by  tlieir  ac- 
tions were  lx^st  fitte<l  and  t>est  able  to  perform 
the  various  duties  dependent  on  them,  and 
upon  which  so  much  did  depend  for  the  final 
results  to  be  attained. 

Yiehling  to  certain  sentiments,  when  our 
constitution  came  up  for  revision  and  for  final 
action,  quite  a  radical  change  was  made  in  this 
particular,  especially  in  the  matter  of  election 
of  officers.  While  the  immediate  result  has 
not  Ixren  objectionable,  still  I  do  not  think  that 
the  final  result  has  been,  or  will  be,  if  con- 
tinued, for  the  iKjnefit  of  the  Association  in  the 
long  run.  I  do  think  that  the  amendment  now 
offered  will  bring  togetlier  the  best  results  of 
the  old  antl  of  the  later  ideas  and  the  later  ex- 
perience ;  and  as  presenting  the  matter  for 
sul)sequent  consideration  and  action  I  heartily 
urge  that  we  adopt  the  amendment  as  now 
presented.  It  should  Ix!  well  understood,  of 
course,  that  this  amendment  does  not  affect 
the  election  of  tlie  four  members  of  the  council 
each  year ;  another  clause  of  the  constitution 
calls  for  their  election  by  a  ballot  just  the  same, 
so  that  it  cuts  no  figure  in  this  matter. 

T :  T.  Woodruff. — I  am  connected  with  an 
association  numbering  some  eight  hundred 
members,  where  the  elections  are  held  on  a  plan 
quite  similar  to  that  proposed  by  this  amend- 
ment. The  council,  the  governing  body,  ap- 
points a  nominating  committee  selected,  of 
course,  with  a  good  deal  of  discretion.  That 
nominating  committee  presents  the  names  of 
the  officers,  and  the  balloting  is  really  a  purely 
fonnal  affair.  Printe<l  Imllots  are  circulated, 
and  voted  as  a  matter  of  coiu-se.  That  has  been 
the  practice  for  a  numlxir  of  years,  and  has  been 
found  to  work  very  well  in  serving  the  main 
ideas  underlying  the  organization,  preventing 
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what  are  called  democratic  ideas  from  mnning 
away,  from  getting  wild.  It  has  uot  had  the 
effect  of  perpetuating  a  certain  set  of  men  in 
office,  nor  of  the  institution  becoming  fossilized; 
and  it  seems  to  work,  on  the  whole,  very  well 
indeed. 

P :  M.  CRUND9N. — It  seems  to  me  it  is  a  great 
mistake  to  think  that  an  organization  of  the 
dignity  of  the  A.  L.  A.  is  run  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  certain  persons  in  office.  It  does  not 
make  a  particle  of  difference  to  me  who  gets 
the  offices,  provided  the  objects  of  the  Associa- 
tion are  attained,  and  I  think  we  are  in  danger 
of  getting  in  this  Association  the  same  spirit 
that  vitiates  politics.  I  do  not  see  any  need  of 
it.  It  never  appeared  at  all  until  we  had 
adopted  the  plan  of  popular  vote ;  and  then  it 
immediately  made  its  appearance.  The  execu- 
tive board  has  acted  wisely  in  stopping  nomina- 
tions by  stump  speeches ;  but  if  you  will  bring 
the  matter  home,  yon  will  see  that  you  have  as 
clearly  an  individual  voice  in  the  selection  of 
the  officers,  by  electing  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion whom  you  know  and  trust,  and  leaving 
them  to  exercise  their  judgment  in  accordance 
Mrith  the  old  plan,  as  you  do  under  the  present 
method. 

Now,  like  Mr.  Carr,  I  have  gone  through 
various  phases  of  membership  in  the  Associa- 
tion. I  was  a  new  member  at  one  time ;  I  knew 
nothing  about  the  working  of  it ;  I  saw  who 
Mrere  the  leaders  of  it,  and  who  were  interested 
in  it,  and  working  for  its  good,  and  I  was 
always  perfectly  satisfied  to  leave  the  election 
of  officers  to  them.  I  did  not  care  who  the 
officers  were ;  so  I  voted  for  the  men  to  whom 
I  thought  it  was  best  to  entrust  the  affairs  of 
the  organization.  That  is  the  best  way  in  a 
body  like  this.  Nearly  all  loosely  organized 
associations  leave  their  affairs  to  an  executive 
board  chosen  by  popular  vote  as  is  proposed  by 
the  amendment. 

C:  AiyKX.  Nki*son. — I  am  positively  in  favor 
of  the  amendment.  I  think  the  arguments 
presented  by  Mr.  Cruuden  are  strong  and  good. 
We  waste  a  great  deal  of  time  each  year  in 
electing  officers.  As  has  been  said,  the  names 
are  put  on  the  Australian  ballot ;  nominations 
may  be  made  according  to  the  rules  we  have 
had  this  year.  You  put  in  nomination  names 
for  president,  three  of  them ;  you  have  your 
choice  in  selecting  the  man  you  want.  In  the 
same  way  you  put  in   nomination  names  of 


members  of  the  executive  board.  There  are 
no  cliques  in  this  Association,  but  there  are 
minor  sentiments;  that  we  all  know.  It  is 
perfectly  natural  that  the  librarians  in  the  West 
should  act  together  since  they  know  each  other 
better  than  they  know  the  librarians  in  the 
Bast.  The  same  is  true  in  the  East,  and  they 
know  the  librarians  of  that  locality  better  than 
they  do  those  in  the  West ;  so  we  have  changed 
our  meetings  about  that  ¥^  may  know  each 
other  better ;  that  is  why  we  come  frx>m  the 
Bast  to  meet  you  in  the  West.  I  am  only  sorry 
we  haven't  three  times  as  many  here,  but  there 
are  reasons  why  many  whose  regular  custom  it 
has  been  to  attend  the  Association,  did  not 
come.  You  can  put  in  nomination  such  local 
feeling  as  you  please,  and  then  the  members  of 
the  Association  elect  the  members  of  the  board 
when  they  vote  for  the  president.  I  think  the 
old  plan  was  the  best  plan,  as  has  been  said, 
when  the  exeeutive  board  selected  the  other 
officers.  They  may  be  selected  to  help  one 
section  more  than  another,  it  may  be  said. 
What  of  that  ?  This  is  a  National  Association ; 
we  did  not  come  here  to  help  librarians  of  the 
East,  but  all  the  librarians  of  the  Association 
and  of  America.  What  is  good  for  one  section 
is  for  the  good  of  all,  and  I  hope  the  day  will 
come  when  we  shall  see  more  members  coming 
in  from  the  South,  and  have  a  chance  to  hold  a 
meeting  down  there.  I  only  wish  we  could 
send  a  good  delegation  to  the  Atlanta  Exposi- 
tion, and  throw  into  the  meeting  to  be  held 
there,  that  congress  of  librarians,  a  sentiment 
that  would  make  itself  felt  throughout  the 
South. 

P:  M.  Crundbn. — May  I  say  just  one  word 
more,  to  meet  the  argument  about  cliques.  If 
you  follow  the  course  of  the  Association,  if  you 
look  at  the  list  of  its  officers  from  year  to  year, 
you  will  see  there  has  been  no  ring,  no  clique 
of  members  to  keep  control.  You  elect  new 
officers  from  year  to  year ;  in  &ct  there  is  a 
law  against  the  election  of  the  president  for  a 
second  term  ;  that  necessarily  changes  hands, 
and  most  of  the  other  officers  have  been 
changed  from  year  to  year.  So  that  argument 
about  a  clique  getting  possession  and  control 
of  the  Association,  falls  to  the  ground  ;  for  the 
executive  board,  you  will  remember,  has  to  he 
elected  by  the  members,  and  it  is  in  their  power 
to  elect  a  different  executive  board  every  year. 

W:  R.  EASTBiAN.— I  would  like  to  ask  an 
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ezpUmation  of  those  who  are  fiuuiliar  with  the 
pmrposes  of  this  amendment.  I  sec  there  is 
unlimited  power  in  the  board  to  add  to  its 
nnmber ;  so  seven  men  can  multiply  this  to 
twenty-seven,  or  any  number.  It  is  also  pro- 
vided in  the  tenth  section  that  they  shall  have 
power  to  act  on  all  matters  on  which  they 
reach  nnanimons  agreement.  Does  that  mean 
that  the  executive  board  can  do  nothing  except 
by  unanimous  vote  ?  Will  they,  in  choosing 
the  vice  president,  secretary,  and  treasurer, 
have  to  act  unanimously  or  not  at  all  ? 

Pres.  UTI^BY. — ^That  point  has  occurred  to 
me  ;  but  that  provision  has  been  in  the  consti- 
tution from  the  original  organization  of  the  As- 
sociation. It  is  in  the  present  constitution ,  and 
has  been  in  part  amended. 

P:  M.  Crundbn.  —  That  operates  after  the 
executive  board  is  completed  by  the  election  of 
the  officers. 

W:  R.  EASTMAN.^There  is  nothing  here  to 
indicate  that  it  is  required  to  elect  these  officers 
to  complete  the  board  ;  or  else  that  these  offi- 
cers when  elected  will  not  be  members  of  the 
board  unless  the  executive  board  shall  have 
voted  for  them.    Isn't  that  the  case  ? 

Pres.  UTLKY. — ^The  present  executive  board 
is  made  up  of  the  officers  who  arc  elected  by 
the  Association.  The  new  board  is  to  be  elected 
directly  by  the  Association,  some  having  been 
made  ex  officio  members ;  that  is,  the  presi- 
dent elect  and  the  retiring  president ;  though 
these  officers,  as  officers,  are  not  members  of 
the  board  unless  the  members  choose  to  make 
them  so. 

W:  R.  Eastman.— Are  they  bound  by  sec- 
tion 10,  as  to  unanimous  agreement?  The 
reason  I  ask  is,  that  if  any  point  is  overlooked 
it  may  be  corrected  now  and  not  left  for  another 
amendment. 

Hbnry  J.  Carr. — I  do  not  think  that  has 
been  overlooked.  As  the  president  has  said,  it 
has  been  the  practice  from  the  beginning  of 
the  institution ;  and  Mr.  Eastman  will  observe 
that  is  worded,  '*At  intervals  between  meet- 
ings ; "  that  is,  matters  coming  up  for  action 
when  the  Association  might  not  be  called  to- 
gether. 

F:  M.  Crunden.— They  certainly  could  not 
transact  the  business  of  the  Association  when 
the  Association  itself  was  in  session. 

Pres.  Uti^EY. — ^The  point  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Sastm^  has  occurred  to  me,  as  to  whether  the 


board,  by  unanimous  agreement,  could  do  any- 
thing which  it  might  choose  to  do,  on  the  one 
hand ;  or  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  must  have 
unanimous  agreement  in  order  to  do  anything. 
The  language  seems  to  me  ill  chosen.  To  carry 
it  to  an  extreme  point,  could  not  the  board  by 
unanimous  agreement  change  this  Association 
into  a  medical  association?  Certainly  so,  if 
the  language  of  the  constitution  may  be  taken 
literally. 

Hknry  J.  Carr.  —  I  beg  to  diffi^r  with  you. 
I  doubt  whether  they  could  do  anything  that 
was  not  within  their  power.  Some  things 
would  be  ultra  vires, 

Pres.  Uti^y. — ^True.  But  to  determine  what 
is  beyond  their  powers  might  involve  an  ap- 
peal to  the  courts.  The  danger  may  be  more 
fiEinciftil  than  real.  But  so  &r  as  the  language 
of  the  section  is  concerned  there  is  certainly 
no  limitation  to  their  powers. 

Further  discussion  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment was  postponed  to  the  afternoon  session. 

O.  L.  Fassig  submitted  the  following,  through 
the 

COMMITTBH  ON  RESOLUTIONS. 

As  the  rapid  growth  of  that  class  of  scien- 
tific literature  which  is  being  issued  in  serial 
publications  makes  a  comprehensive  subject 
index  to  this  material  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance, and  as  the  labor  involved  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  such  an  index  makes  international  co- 
operation necessary,  the  American  Library 
Association  heartily  endorses  the  movement 
inaugurated  by  the  Royal  Society  of  London 
for  indexing  the  current  scientific  literature  in 
serial  publications.  Believing  that  the  best 
method  for  accomplishing  this  purpose  can 
most  readily  be  arrived  at  by  a  discussion  in 
a  conference  of  those  most  directly  interested 
in  the  work,  the  Association  further  endorses 
the  recent  recommendation  of  the  committee 
of  the  Royal  Society  to  hold  an  international 
conference  in  London  in  the  summer  of  1896 
for  the  consideration  of  plans  for  carrying  on 
the  proposed  work  of  indexing. 

F.  M.  Crunden. — That  does  not  bind  the 
Association  to  anything  more  than  an  approval 
of  the  plan. 

Pres.  Uti^ey. — I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
under  section  18  of  the  constitution  this  reso- 
lution will  have  to  go  to  the  council.  It  was  so 
referred. 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE 

on  W:  H.  Brett's  scheme  for  co-operative  in- 
dexing of  periodicals  was  presented,  as  fol« 
lows; 
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Your  special  committee  to  consider  the  plan 
proposed  by  Mr.  Brett  for  the  co-operative  in- 
dexmg  of  current  periodicals  desire  to  report 
that  they  are  convinced  that  the  plan  is  a  good 
and  proper  one  to  tiy ,  and  recommend  it  to  the 
fieivorable  consideration  of  the  Conference. 

Blr.  Brett  made  verbal  explanation  of  the 
proposed  undertaking. 

Remarks,  endorsing  Blr.  Brett's  plan  were 
made  by  F:  M.  Crundcn,  J.  N.  Wing,  G:  T. 
Clark,  E.  H.  Anderson,  H:  J.  Carr,  W:  R. 
Bastmau,  Miss  M.  E.  Hazeltine,  and  C:  A. 
Nelson,  vrith  offers  of  co-operation. 

Report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Adjourned  at  12,  noon. 

EIGHTH  SESSION. 

(High   Schooi«   Bounding,   FRroAY  After- 
noon, August  16.) 

The  president  called  the  meeting  to  order  at 
3.00  p.  M. 

Motion  of  Blr.  Crunden  to  adopt  the  proposed 
amendment  to  the  constitution.  Seconded  by 
Mr.  Carr. 

Pres.  Uti:.ey. — So  fiu-  it  appears  that  I  am 
the  only  one  who  has  had  anything  to  say  in 
&vor  of  the  constitution  as  it  now  stands.  I 
believe  it  represents  the  correct  principle.  This 
is  a  democratic  government.  We  are  taught 
from  youth  up  that  tlie  people  have  a  voice  in 
the  selection  of  their  officeholders.  That  is  the 
theory  in  respect  to  the  countr>'  generally,  and 
it  is  the  almost  universal  practice  in  associa- 
tions similar  to  our  own.  There  may  be  some 
exceptions.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  the  gen- 
eral rule  of  the  country  is  good  enough  for  us. 
Why  should  we  have  a  special  rule  to  control 
us,  as  librarians,  different  from  that  which  con- 
trols us  as  citizens?  Cannot  the  rank  and  file 
of  the  Association  be  trusted  to  manage  its 
affairs? 

It  is  highly  improbable  that  a  mistake  in  the 
election  of  officers  can  wreck  the  Association. 
If  a  mistake  is  made  at  one  election  it  can  be 
corrected  at  the  next.  I,  for  one,  do  not  believe 
that  we  are  any  more  likely,  as  individual  mem- 
bers of  the  Association,  to  err  in  voting  directly 
for  our  officers  than  in  voting  for  a  select  com- 
mittee which  shall  choose  the  officers.  We 
can  individually  look  over  the  ground  just  as 
carefully  as  a  committee  can  look  it  over,  and 
we  can  exercise  good  judgment  just  as  well  as 
(19  a  committee  can  exercise  it    There  may  be 


some  members  who  would  prefer  to  have  a 
committee  do  the  work  of  selecting  those  upon 
whom  shall  be  conferred  the  honors  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  office.  But  I  rather  think  it 
is  American  nature  to  be  jealous  of  this  pre- 
rogative. 

Most  persons  prefer  to  make  known  their 
own  minds  in  their  own  way  rather  than  to 
have  somebody  else  do  it  for  them.  This  whole 
question  was  pretty  thoroughly  discussed  at 
the  two  meetings  when  the  present  constitu- 
tional provision  was  pending.  The  whole 
ground  was  gone  over  carefully  and  the  con- 
stitution was  adopted  as  it  now  stands.  Let  it 
have  a  thorough  trial.  For  the  first  year  or 
two,  perhaps,  too  much  time  was  consumed  in 
the  election.  But  the  plan  of  taking  the  ballot 
has  now  been  systematized,  so  that  this  objec- 
tion is  overcome.  I  think  the  observation  of 
those  who  are  here  to-day  is  that  very  little 
time  was  taken  up  by  the  election.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  Association  has  not  been  interfered 
with  by  it,  and  it  has  certainly  given  us  satis- 
fectory  results.  Let  well  enough  alone,  and  at 
least  try  it  a  little  longer. 

F:  M.  Crunden. — I  think  I  may  be  allowed 
a  sur-rejoinder.  The  president  has  referred  to 
the  business  of  the  Association,  and  that  very 
point  it  seems  to  me  is  the  strongest  against 
the  present  system.  From  its  continuance  will 
arise  the  belief  that  the  main  business  of  the 
Association  is  the  election  of  officers.  Now 
our  business  here  is  to  read  papers,  and  to 
carry  on  discussions  on  library  topics.  That  iB 
the  main  business  of  the  Association.  Of 
course,  incidentally  we  must  have  an  election 
of  officers.  As  I  said  this  morning,  the  net 
result  of  this  election  of  officers  is  about  the 
same.  The  only  difference  that  would  be  likely 
to  come  from  a  return  to  the  former  methods 
is  that  occasionally  a  nio<lest  but  meritorious 
man  or  woman  would  be  chosen,  who  might 
not  be  selected  by  a  popular  vote,  because  of 
the  lack  of  certain  popular  qualities. 

The  president  has  stated  that  the  present 
plan  worked  very  well  in  Chicago ;  I  challenge 
the  opinion  of  those  who  were  present  in  Chi- 
cago in  saying  that  it  worked  very  badly.  We 
\i*asted  the  best  morning  of  the  meeting,  abso- 
lutely wasted  it,  in  an  election.  Now  it  will 
not  do  to  take  the  present  meeting  as  a  sample 
of  the  way  a  popular  election  works.  You 
must   consider   there  were   only   sixty-seven 
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votes  cast  this    momiug.     How   would  it  l>e 
when  two  or  three  hundred  are  voting? 

Again »  the  tendency  of  a  popular  election  is 
to  elect  somebody  who  is  genial  and  popular 
in  a  social  way,  and  pass  over  others  who  arc 
jnst  as  good  librarians,  but  have  not  the  hail- 
fellow-well-met  qualities.  Just  as  it  is  in  the 
world  at  large.  You  know  perfectly  well  that 
the  man  who  gets  office  in  general  politics  is 
not  always  the  man  who  has  the  greatest  fitness. 
It  is  the  good  hand-shaker.  I  referred  this 
morning  to  one  librarian  who  was  certainly 
one  of  the  best  in  the  profession.  He  was  get- 
ting farther  and  farther  away  from  the  office 
that  he  desired,  on  which  his  heart  was  set  for 
years,  simply  because  of  certain  qualities  that 
made  him  a  little  unpopular  with  people  who 
did  not  know  his  inner  worth  and  did  not 
know  the  admirable  work  that  he  had  t)cen 
doing,  setting  an  example  in  the  library  world. 
That  man  was  elected  to  the  office  which  he 
desired  because  the  thing  was  in  the  hands  of 
a  committee ;  and  his  election  did  credit  in 
every  way  to  the  Association. 

But  the  strongest  points  against  the  present 
System  are  these :    In  the  first  phice,  tlic  waste 
of  time;  the  net  result,  as  I  have  said,  is  just 
about  the  same.    I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  Mr.  Utley  would  have  been  electctl  presi- 
dent last  year  by  the  other  plan.    I  l)clieve  Mr. 
Dana  would  have  been  elected  this  year  by  the 
other  plan.    I  am  sure  he  would.    That  is  one 
point.    The  other    point    (and    it  is  perhaps 
almost  equally  as  strong),  is  the  tendency  of 
the  present  plan  to  degrade  this  Association 
into  a  body  for  the  distribution  of  offices.   This, 
it  seems  to  me,  is  one  of  the  most  deplorable 
things  that  could  happen. 

There  is  one  other  argument  I  wish  to  reply 
to.  The  president  stated  that  we  ought  to  let 
well  enough  alone.  That  would  have  been  very 
good  advice  if  offered  before  we  made  this 
change  in  the  constitution  which  we  now  seek 
to  rescind.  We  were  getting  along  very  well, 
■dmixably.  There  was  no  waste  of  time,  there 
was  no  running  into  cliques,  and  no  danger  of 
doing  so,  because  the  power  lies  with  the  As- 
sociation; they  elect  the  members  who  select 
the  officers.  If  you  find  a  certain  set  of  mcui- 
bcrs  are  trying  to  control  the  Association,  and 
doing  what  you  don't  want,  don't  elect  them, 
elect  somebody  else.  It  is  entirely  in  your 
own  power.    The  way  this  amendment  came 


about  was  through  an  eloquent  and  powerful 
speech  by  an  irresistible  man ;  a  man  of  great 
personal  force  and  magnetism,  who  carried  the 
Association  with  him  ;  there  was  no  time  to 
think  about  it;  and  it  was  a  popular  thing. 
Of  course  we  all  believe  that  the  power  should 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  people ;  there  is  no  ques- 
tion about  that.  But  we  are  not  a  political  or- 
ganization ;  we  are  not  met  to  illustrate  political 
inetho<ls  ;  we  are  here  to  discuss  business  mat- 
ters ;  we  want  to  get  at  certain  results,  and  the 
quickest  and  easiest  way  is  the  l)est  way  for  us 
to  take. 

Henry  J.  Carr.  —  I  have  no  desire  to  go 
into  any  extended  remarks.  I  wish  merely  to 
say  that  my  experience  in  the  Association 
since  1878  to  the  present  time  has  been  such  as 
to  lead  me  to  corroborate  and  sustain  every- 
thing that  Mr.  Crunden  has  said  in  the  matter. 
I  could  not  add  more,  were  I  to  talk  an  hour ; 
I  could  not  say  Ixjtter  what  I  feel  on  the  matter 
or  put  it  more  strongly  than  that.  I  feel  that 
wc  should  now  adopt  this  amendment,  and  put 
it  on  its  way  towards  subsequent  final  action; 
and  so,  while  wc  are  not  all,  perhaps,  in  accord 
with  it,  let  us  give  it  the  benefit  of  the  doubt 
now,  and  vote  its  adoption. 

Miss  Angik  V.  Mii^NER.  —  I  would  like  to 
support  Mr.  Crunden  on  two  points  made  this 
morning  ;  the  consuming  of  time,  and  the  in- 
experience of  some  niemlx^rs.  Chicago  year  I 
was  a  new  member,  with  many  other  new 
members,  and  I  remember  well  that  wasted 
morning  when  we  would  have  been  glad  to 
have  somebo<ly  who  knew  something  about  it 
settle  the  whole  question.  We  frequently 
didn't  even  know  the  different  candidates  from 
whom  we  were  to  choose,  and  we  simply  had 
to  do  the  best  we  could  ;  and  yet  our  votes 
counted  just  as  nmch  as  if  we  had  known  all 
about  it.  A  constitutional  question  was  dis- 
cussed of  which  we  had  not  had  exp>erience 
enough  to  judge  ;  and  the  only  interesting 
thing  that  I  remember  about  this  whole  morn- 
ing was  watching  the  Columbian  guanl  who  had 
been  placed  in  charge  of  the  door,  and  who 
was  trying  to  listen  to  the  parlianientary  dis- 
cussion inside  and  keep  the  crowd  away  out- 
side. 

Pres.  Uti,ey. — There  is  the  same  difficulty 
on  the  part  of  new  and  inexperienced  members 
in  selecting  the  right  persons  for  an  executive 
board  as  in  choosing  the  right  persons  for  offi- 
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cers.  I  do  not  see  that  anything  is  gained  by 
a  change,  on  that  score.  Mr.  Crunden  says 
we  still  have  the  power  in  our  hands,  be- 
cause we  elect  the  board  which  chooses  the 
officers.  My  reply  to  that  is  that  there  is  no 
necessity  for  doing  by  indirection  what  we 
may  as  well  do  directly.  Many  of  us  perfer 
to  vote  for  the  persons  we  want  as  officers 
rather  than  vote  for  delegates  who  may  possi- 
bly choose  for  officers  the  very  persons  we  do 
not  want. 

C:  Ai«9Z.  Nbi^on.  —  I  think  there  is  an  an- 
swer to  that  objection  and  a  very  short  one.  If 
there  are  five  people  to  be  selected  for  the 
board,  and  there  are  two  hundred  members  of 
the  Association  present,  suppose  the  members 
are  divided  up  into  exactly  forty  members  from 
each  one  of  five  different  sections  ;  each  set  of 
forty  will  know  who  is  the  best  representative 
of  their  section ;  suppose  each  section  elects 
its  best  man  or  woman  to  the  board,  I  think 
we  could  trust  those  five  heads  to  select  the 
other  officers.  There  are  certainly  among  forty 
members  from  each  of  five  different  sections  of 
the  country,  some  who  know  who  are  the  best 
people  in  the  whole  country  to  put  into  office 
to  run  the  Association  for  a  single  year.  I  do 
not  see  any  difficulty  ;  I  think  it  overcomes  all 
difficulty.  Granting  that  there  are  five  sec- 
tions, each  one  of  those  sections  can  put  in  the 
board  the  man  it  likes  best,  and  those  five  men 
will  certainly  be  the  ones  who  are  enough  in- 
terested in  the  Association  to  run  it  as  it  should 
be  run,  or  put  it  into  the  power  of  men  who 
should  run  it. 

W:  R.  Eastman.— Do  I  understand  that  sec- 
tional division  is  part  of  the  plan  ? 

C:  A.  Nki^SON. — It  may  come  to  that,  though 
I  do  not  fear  it.  Grant  that  there  are  40  libra- 
rians here  in  Colorado  and  Idaho  and  Montana 
who  may  not  know  more  than  half  a  dozen,  or 
perhaps  not  more  than  one  or  two  librarians 
from  the  Bast,  or  in  the  South,  or  in  the  Mid- 
dle States;  they  certainly  know  some  of  the 
leaders  in  the  library  world.  You  must  know 
whom  you  consider  your  best  rising  people 
here  in  the  West,  and  the  leaders  are  the  ones 
who  will  come  to  the  front.  I  only  give  this 
as  an  illustration,  in  case  the  Association  were 
so  enlarged,  of  divisions  that  might  be.  There 
may  be  three  different  sets  united  on  one  per- 
son ;  in  this  way  the  best  people  wouldi  natur- 
ally be  selected. 


Pres.  UTI,EY. — It  is  very  easy  to  say  that 
such  or  such  things  might  be.  But  my  obser- 
vation leads  me  to  believe  that  under  such  a 
plan  about  the  same  persons  would  be  chosen, 
year  after  year,  to  constitute  the  executive 
board.  There  are  certain  members  gifted  with 
fluency  of  speech  and  readiness  in  debate. 
They  are  consequently  more  or  less  prominent. 
I  do  not  say  this  by  way  of  disparagement,  but 
simply  to  illustrate  the  situation.  When  the 
time  comes  to  choose  a  board  these  persons 
who  have  been  conspicuous  on  the  floor  are, 
naturally  enough,  first  thought  of  as  suitable 
members  of  such  a  board.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  danger  is  that  the  selection  of  officers  may 
&11  into  the  hands  of  a  select  few  who  might 
thus  be  able  to  control  the  Association  and  its 
policy.  The  membership  itself,  and  not  a 
clique  or  junta,  ought  to  control  the  Associa- 
tion. There  is  no  danger  that  politics  will  dis- 
turb the  even  tenor  of  our  deliberations,  or 
that  our  time  will  be  unduly  taken  up  by  the 
lobbying  of  seekers  after  office.  I  do  not 
apprehend  that  animosities  will  ever  be  created 
by  rivalries  in  that  field.  There  has  been  no 
evidence  of  anything  of  the  kind,  so  fax.  But 
what  I  do  insist  on  is  that  the  membership  of 
the  Association  should  retain  in  its  own  hands 
the  full  control  of  its  affairs  through  the  selec- 
tion of  its  officers.  It  is  as  much  our  business 
to  attend  to  these  things  as  it  is  to  discuss 
questions  relating  to  library  economy.  Any 
reasonable  amount  of  time  devoted  to  the 
transaction  of  this  business  cannot  be  said  to 
be  wasted.  It  is  an  important  part  of  our  duty 
to  outline  the  policy  which  the  Association 
shall  pursue  and  to  select  the  officials  who  shall 
be  charged  with  the  execution  of  that  policy. 
We  should  attend  to  those  duties  precisely  as  we 
attend  to  all  others. 

A  rising  vote  being  taken  the  motion  to  adopt 
was  lost;  receiving  but  30  in  the  affirmative 
out  of  56  present. 

Adjourned  at  3.30  p.  M.,  to  meet  at  Colorado 
Springs,  Wednesday,  August  21,  at  10  A.  M. 

NINTH  SESSION, 

(CoBURN     Library     Buii^ding,     Coi^oraoo 
Springs,  Wkdnksday  Morning,  Aug.  21.) 

Pres.  Uti^y  called  the  meeting  to  order  at 
10.30  A.  M.,  some  85  or  more  persons  being 
present. 


NINTH  SESSION 
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OOMMimtB  ON  DR.  POOLK  BffKMORIAL 

made  the  following  preliminary  report : 

Yonr  committee  has  organized  by  the  elec* 
tion  of  Dr.  Wire  as  secretary  and  treasurer, 
and  requests  that  members  present  who  wish 
tD  snbacribe  to  the  fund  hand  their  names  to 

Yonr  committee  recommends  that  the  memo- 
rial take  the  form  of  a  bronze  bust,  which,  with 
a  anitable  pedestal,  can  be  procured  for  a  sum 
not  to  exceed  11500.  This  sum  can  certainly  be 
laised  in  an  association  of  this  size ;  and  your 
committee  would  urge  upon  all  members  of  the 
▲.  L-  A.  that  in  thus  paving  respect  to  the 
memory  of  a  distinguished  representative  we 
are  honoring  the  profession  to  which  we  are 
pfond  to  belong. 

F.  M.  Crunden,  Chairman. 
J.  N.  Wing. 

G.  B.  Wire. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

RSPORT  OP  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON    ATLANTA 

EXPOSITION. 

Yonr  committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
communication  from  Agnes  Wallace  and  others 
concerning  the  action  of  this  body  in  regard 
to  the  AtUnta  Cotton  Exposition,  submit  the 
ifollowin^ : 

1.  It  IS  advisable  that  the  secretary  respond 
to  the  letters  received,  accepting  the  invitation 
for  individual  members  to  attend  and  take  part 
in  proceedings  of  the  library  congress  to  be 
hela  during  the  Exposition. 

2.  It  is  further  advised  that  the  committee 
in  charge  of  the  library  exhibit  be  informed 
that  the  A.  L.  A.  no  lon^r  has  possession  of 
the  model  library  exhibited  at  Chicago,  the 
same  having  been  given  into  the  charge  of  tlie 
United  States  Bureau  of  Education,  to  whom 
application  should  be  made. 

Mary  Eileen  Ahern. 
Katharine  L.  Sharp. 
Edwin  H.  Anderson. 

Report  adopted. 

REPORT  op  committee  ON  RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  the  American 
Library  Association  are  due  and  hereby  ten- 
dered to  the  Denver  Chamber  of  Commerce,  to 
the  Colorado  Library  Association,  to  the  resi- 
dent members  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  and  to  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Reception  Com- 
mittee of  Colorado  Springs,  for  the  cordial 
hospitality  they  have  extended  to  this  Associa- 
tion and  for  the  enjoyable  entertainment  they 
have  provided  for  visiting  delegates. 

Adopted. 

Pres.  UtlEY  announced  as  the  particular 
topic  for  discussion  at  this  session,  having  ref- 
erence more  especially  to  local  circumstances 
in  and  for  Colorado, 


systems    op  CONTROL,  SUPPORT,  AND  ADMIN- 
ISTRATION OP  PUBLIC   LIBRARIES. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Louis  R.  Ehrich, 
of  Colorado  Springs,  welcoming  the  Association 
and  touching  upon  the  local  library  situation 
and  needs. 

Also,  by  Rev.  Dr.  James  B.  Gregg,  and  Wal* 
ter  C.  Prost,  in  the  same  connection. 

Following  those  speakers,  several  members 
of  the  Association  from  various  localities  each 
spoke  briefly,  giving  personal  experiences  or 
pertinent  ideas  by  way  of  suggestion  to  those 
of  Colorado  present  and  interested  in  the  sub- 
ject ;  viz. :  H:  M.  Utley,  H.  L.  Elmendorf, 
Miss  C.  M.  Hcwins,  W:  T.  Eastman,  Henry  J. 
Carr,  T:  T.  Woodruff,  C:  Alex.  Nelson,  and  J. 
N.  Wing. 

Short  responses  were  made  by  Rev.  Philip 
Washburn,  L:  R.  Ehrich,  and  W.  A.  Piatt,  of 
Colorado  Springs. 

(The  several  speakers  at  this  session  were 
not  reported  verbatim,  but  Acting  Sec*y  Nelson 
has  given  an  abstract  of  the  essential  part  of 
their  remarks  in  \yx&  Library  Joumaly  20:317- 
319,  for  September,  1895.) 

Sec'y  Nelson  read  a  letter  from  Melvil 
Dewey,  transmitting  the 

REPORT  OP  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  CO-OPERATION, 

and  expressing  regrets  relative  to  his  enforced 
absence  from  this  Conference  ;  also  referring 
to  the  political  investigations  under  way  at 
Albany. 

The  committee  report  was  read  by  title  and 
accepted  for  printing  in  the  Proceedings. 

(See  p.  38.) 
Further  consideration  of  items  in  the 

QUESTION   BOX, 

postponed  from  a  previous  session,  was  omitted. 

On  motion  of  W:  R.  Eastman,  unanimous 
thanks  were  voted  to  H.  L.  J.  Warren  for  his 
self-denying  and  untiring  efforts  in  behalf  of 
those  members  participating  in  the  post-con- 
ference excursion  and  the  session  at  Colorado 
Springs. 

Meetings  of  Sections, — Publishing,  College 
Library,  New  York,  etc.,  were  called  to  take 
place  after  adjournment. 

(No  reports  of  their  transactions  have  come 
to  the  hands  of  the  Recorder,  and  it  is  presumed 
that  they  were  held  informally,  with  the  pur- 
pose of  continuing  the  respective  officers  and 
committees  of  each  for  another  year.) 

Conference  adjourned  at  12.20  noon. 
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SOCIAL    AND    TRAVEL    FEATURES    OF    THE    CONFERENCE. 

By  Mary  Emogens  Hazeltine. 


I.  PRB-CONFBRBNCS. 

A  year,  almost,  had  slipped  away  since  we 
said  good-bye  one  to  another  among  the  hills 
of  New  York,  a  year  of  serious  work,  seeming 
often  long  and  tedious  ;  yet  so  kind  is  time, 
that  we  thought  it  but  a  day  when  the  re-union 
came,  and  good-bye,  God-speed  !  became  all 
hail! 

It  is  true  that  **  the  deeper  part  of  one's  na- 
ture will  often  go  to  sleep,  and  then  the  surface 
can  enjoy  itself."  Who  shall  say  what  we  did 
with  our  deeper  natures,  whether  they  were 
packed  in  our  grips,  or  trunks,  or  whether 
they  were  left  in  our  desks,  ready  to  be  for- 
warded for  the  business  of  the  Conference? 
Surely  they  had  gone  to  sleep  for  a  time,  as  we 
journeyed  from  all  directions  to  join  forces  at 
Chicago,  August  nth.  And  l>e  it  known  that 
whatever  our  time,  or  train,  or  number,  a  cor- 
dial reception  awaited  us  at  the  station  there. 
The  eastern  party  came  iu  the  Pullman, 
Sirius,  which  accounted  for  the  dog-star  weather 
in  Baltimore  and  Washington.  They  had  many 
tales  to  relate  of  their  trip,  of  the  rolling  coun- 
try and  pleasing  views  that  the  many-curve<l 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  affonlcd,  and  the  *'back 
porch"  7vas  somewhat  the  worse  for  scenery, 
or  rather  scenery-loving  people. 

The  time,  after  all  had  assembled,  was  quite 
too  short  in  which  to  view  the  attractive  libra- 
ries of  the  city,  for  in  our  l)chalf,  the  xcalous 
reception  committee  had  overcome  Sunday 
bolts  and  l)ars,  giving  us  access  to  the  new 
Chicago  Public  Library,  still  in  the  hands  of 
the  builder,  yet  affording  suggestions  of  its 
future  ;  to  the  Newberry  and  its  riches ;  and  to 
Armour  Institute  with  its  energetic  manage- 
ment. It  was  a  quiet,  peaceful  day,  a  true 
Sunday,  for  it  is  "Christ  in  whom  are  hid  all 
the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowletlge." 

In  the  early  evening  the  pilgrims  gathered 
at  tlie  Union  station,  and  tlie  Tower  of  Bal)el 
was  begun  anew,  with  blocks  of  tickets,  berth 
checks,  baggage  and  more  greetings,  as  new 
members  appeared.  Many  of  us  were  travel- 
ing as  pharmacists,  and  our  endeavors  to  ap- 


pear wise  in  this  disguise  may  have  added  to 
the  confusion. 

At  last  all  was  seemingly  arranged,  and  we 
filed  through  the  great  iron  gate,  only  to  en- 
counter more  difficulties,  adding  more  blocks 
to  our  tower  the  while.  It  was  the  same  Sirius 
that  caused  this  last  confusion,  for  had  it  not 
been  sent  to  the  repair  shops,  all  on  account  of 
its  rear  platform  ?  And  its  successor,  the  Him- 
alaya, looked  freezingly  upon  Sirius  checks. 
It  was  amusing  to  note  the  self-satisfied  air  of 
the  Chicago  party  when  they  discovered  that 
their  quarters  were  in  Parnassus.  When  the 
train  pulled  out  of  Chicago  at  10.30  o'clock, 
all  were  ready  for  the  quiet  and  rest  of  the 
night,  the  forerunner  of  an  anticipated  ride 
across  the  plains. 

The  events  of  Monday  began  with  the  cross- 
ing of  the  Mississippi,  sight  of  which  Mras 
missed  by  some,  owing  to  the  early  hour.  All 
day  we  journeyed  through  Iowa  and  Nebraska, 
learning  to  know  in  very  truth  what  "waving 
corn"  means.  A  year  of  plenty  had  come  to 
tlie  land,  and  we  were  never  tired  of  gazing  at 
the  hundreds  of  acres  of  green.  The  flowers, 
along  the  Mray  delighted  us,  our  inward  eye 
seeing  in  those  fields  now  a  forest  swept  with 
breezes,  now  the  sea  with  its  waves  breaking 
under  our  windows,  helping  us  bear  the  heat 
of  the  day,  and  now  the  goodly  harvest  of  the 
fanner,  with  whom  we  rejoiced  for  the  garden 
of  the  desert  was  in  its  prime,  gay  with  sun- 
flowers, poppies  and  asters. 

Nor  was  the  visiting  neglected,  nor  the  din- 
ing car,  despite  all  these  outward  attractions. 
This  was  a  gala  day,  and  it  was  improved  to 
the  full.  The  Missouri  was  crossed  in  the  after- 
noon, bringing  us  tidings  from  the  mountains 
whither  we  journeyed.  At  Omaha  and  Lincoln 
came  more  reunions,  and  a  hearty  Mrelcome 
from  the  yet  far  distant  city ;  a  welcome  that 
labeled  us  all  in  silver,  **A.  L.  A.,  Denver, 
1895."  And  then  across  the  prairie' what  radi- 
ant pictures  we  l^eheld,  as  the  sun  went  down 
in  crimson  and  gold !  As  we  journeyed  into 
the  night  we  made  the  way  merry  with  muaic, 
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by  the  aid  of  Oliver  Ditson  and  his  book,  and 
the  ringing  voice  of  our  host. 

Toeaday  morning  brought  a  glorious  dawn, 
with  the  mountains  in  haze  upon  the  plains, 
teUing  US  that  we  were  neariug  our  journey's 
end,  and  the  customary  hurry  and  bustle  at- 
tended our  arrival.  No  more  playing  on  the 
way  to  school,  it  was  time  to  produce  the  seri- 
ous Bide  of  our  natures,  for  were  we  not  warned 
that  school  would  begin  in  an  hour? 

n.   COI^FKltKNCB. 

School  kept  at  Denver  during  four  days,  but 
there  is  a  recess  even  in  those  most  strictly 
numagied,  and  there  were  many  delightful 
"between  times'*  at  Denver. 

After  the  long,  hot  journey,  it  was  most  re- 
freshing to  find  a  flowery  welcome  in  our 
rooms,  fix* 

*'  Here  are  sweet  peas,  on  tiptoe  for  a  flight. 

With  wings  of  gentle  flush  o'er  delicate  white, 
And  taper  fingers  catching  at  all  things. 

To  bind  them  all  about  with  tiny  rings." 

And  these  flowers  proved  worthy  messengers 
of  the  C<^orado  Library  Association,  tliat  bound 
us  all  about  with  a  royal  good  time. 

On  the  first  evening  an  ''acquaintance  meet** 
in  the  ladies*  ordinary  of  the  Windsor  was 
thoroughly  enthusiastic,  with  its  bright  sal- 
lies, good  stories  and  anecdotes ;  and,  though 
semi-official,  deserves  mention  among  the 
doings  of  onr  gayer  selves,  for  it  made  us  one 
and  all  acquainted — a  jolly  band  of  com- 
rades we,  quite  ready  for  the  Adventure  in  the 
Far  West  which  next  befell  us.  If  it  took  a 
"whole book'*  by  C.  L.  A.,  author  of  Good 
Intentions,  to  summon  us  to  this  adventure, 
mely  it  needs  a  book  to  tell  of  it ;  to  tell  how 
the  High  School  building  by  some  magic  be- 
came m  reception  hall,  where  we  were  most 
cofdially  received  by  the  good  people  of  Den- 
;  and  of  the  gay  scene,  where  music  and 
t,  milk  and  honey,  talk  and  laughter 
mingled. 

On  Thursday  came  a  good  whole  holi'lay 
with  the  •'  Loop-trip  *'  for  some,  and  a  **  Jog  to 
the  smehcfs  "  for  others.  We  will  listen  to  a 
tale  of  the  Loop,  by  one  who  went.* 

/..oop-  Trip. 

Wc  had  not  been  in  Den\-cr  verv-  long  rjcf^re 
it  began  to  be  whispererl    about  that  certain 

•MiHic  ICOttkier. 


members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  were  going  to  run  off 
for  a  day  and  take  the  trip  over  the  "Loop.** 
The  whisper  IxK^ame  a  more  distinct  utterance, 
and  finalhr  it  was  announced  that  the  regular 
sessions  for  Thursday  would  be  postponed,  that 
all  might  take  the  loop-trip  if  they  desired 
without  having  any  unattended  sessions  on 
their  consciences.  Consequently  at  8.30  o'clock 
on  the  morning  appointea,  most  of  the  party 
were  to  be  seen  comfortably  seated  in  an  obser- 
vation car  ready  for  the  short  journev  into 
"the  heart  of  the  Rockies**  over  the  famous 
loop. 

The  short  ride  of  fourteen  miles  from  Denver 
to  Golden,  with  the  foot-hills  ever  drawing 
nearer,  only  increased  the  thrill  of  expectancy 
all  felt,  who  had  never  before  been  in  a  moun- 
tain caflon. 

The  goggle  boy  diverted  our  attention  for  a 
few  brief  moments,  as  he  passed  through  the 
train  and  made  us  all  believe  that  our  eyes 
would  seriously  stifier  from  the  ever  present 
cinder  if  we  did  not  provide  ourselves  with  the 
ugly  blue  things  he  had  for  sale ;  so  we  pur- 
cluised  his  wares,  adjusted  them  with  the  feel- 
ing that  if  we  did  look  like  a  new  species  of 
human  being,  we  were  at  least  doing  the 
proper  thing,  and  prepared  for  the  worst— or 
best. 

Golden  stands  at  the  entrance  of  Clear  Creek 
Cafion,  and  is  a  pretty  little  town  containing 
the  State  School  of  Mines,  which  we  could  see 
distinctly  from  the  train.  It  scemcrl  impossible 
to  believe  that  wc  were  alrearly  over  400  feet 
higher  than  we  were  at  Denver,  but  the  gui^le- 
book  said  so,  and  we  belicverl  it.  We  took  the 
attitude  towanl  the  guide-lKX>k  that  Mark 
Twain  difl  toward  the  man  who  told  him  some 
wonderful  tale.  He  said  afterwards,  when  re- 
peating the  story,  **Of  course  I  believe  it,  for 
did  I  not  see  the  man  who  told  me  ?" 

The  railroad  follows  the  course  of  Clear  Creek 
for  about  sixty  miles,  through  weird  mountain 
scenery,  first  on  one  side  of  the  river,  then  on 
the  other;  through  narrow  gorges,  rocky 
passes,  by  little  towns  shut  in  by  the  moun- 
tains, under  lerlges  of  rock  and  over  liridges, 
until  finally  after  crrjssing  and  recroMing  itself 
many  times,  each  time  rising  higher  and  higher, 
one  was  enabled  at  the  highest  point,  just  abr>ve 
Georgetown,  to  Ux»k  backwanl  and  downward 
and  see  six  distinct  lines  of  track  crossing  each 
other  at  different  altitudes,  with  the  pretty 
little  city  of  Georgetown  nestling  fiu'  below 
them  all. 

The  loop  is  indee<l  *'  a  railway  on  a  bender, 
the  apotheosis  of  sf>Tation,  the  supreme  luxury 
of  e.itanglement, ' '  and  makes  one  feel  that 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  human  ingenuity  in  the 
world,  an-1  that  railroarl  engineering  skill  is 
s*>mcthinj^  to  \/^  mightily  respecterl. 

After  arri'.-in;^  at  Silver  Pin  me  the  party  sep- 
aratcii  intu  little  groups  for  Innch  ;  srjtne  g^>ing 
to  the  hotel,  and  others  taking  their  tjaskets 
an>l  climbing  the  mountain  suie  Ux  a  short 
distance  to  an  inviting  ledge  where  the  cold 
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chicken,  sandwiches,  pickles,  pie,  et  cetera^ 
could  Ije  invitingly  displayc<l.  The  mountain 
air,  so  cool  and  invigorating,  proved  a  wonder- 
ful appetizer,  and  it  was  not  long  before  even 
the  pie  had  disappeared  and  those  who  wished 
to  explore  * 'green  fields  and  pastures  new,** 
wandered  up  the  mountain  side  to  a  mine, 
where  some  of  the  most  venturesome  displayed 
courage  by  ^oing  several  hundred  feet  into  it. 
The  sensation  experienced  when  one  gets 
fairly  into  a  mine  with  the  ^ides  ahead  carry- 
ing lighted  candles,  making  the  darkness 
more  gruesome,  is  only  equaled  by  getting  out 
and  being  told  that  **  You  nearly  stepped  into 
a  shaft  §5  feet  deep,  but  you  turned  just  in 
time.*' 

Before  leaving  Silver  Plume  our  eyes  were 
gladdened  by  the  sight  of  sturdy  mountain 
children  carrying  bunches  of  the  Colorado 
state  flower,  the  lavender  and  white  columbine, 
which  found  a  ready  sale  among  the  librarians. 

While  waiting  for  the  train  we  were  highly 
entertained  by  two  of  the  most  dignified  and 
jolly  members  of  the  party  who  captured  a 
couple  of  burros,  and  started  for  a  short  ride. 
With  the  peculiar  contrariness  for  which  the 
little  beasts  are  noted,  they  refused  to  take  the 
same  gait  or  respond  to  the  pulls  of  the  bridle, 
or  to  endearing  epithets,  but  were  finally  in- 
duced to  halt  within  a  short  distance  of  each 
other  long  enough  to  have  their  pictures  taken. 

The  kindly  greeting  given  to  strangers  by 
the  mountain  dwellers  was  noticeable  several 
times  during  the  day.  Groups  of  children  near 
the  track  waved  and  shout^  and  waved  until 
their  little  arms  and  voices  must  have  been 
somewhat  weary,  and  the  librarians  responded 
heartily  by  waving  their  handkerchief  as  long 
as  the  children  were  in  sight. 

The  home  trip  was  made  in  good  time,  for  it 
was  considerably  like  sliding  down  hill.  Six 
o'clock  found  Uie  library  wanderers  again  in 
Denver  wending  their  way  to  the  hotel,  satis- 
fied with  the  day,  congratulating  themselves 
upon  the  new  friends  made,  and  the  wonderful 
scenery  enjoyed,  laughing  over  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  numerous  funny  times,  and  pro- 
foundly sorr^  for  those  who  had  remained 
behind  to  visit  the  smelters. 

A  people  who  can  entertain  several  Associa- 
tions in  one  season — even  two  at  a  time,  with 
no  more  evidence  of  confusion  than  the  re- 
mark that  "  The  women  are  all  librarians,  and 
the  men  all  druggists  " — must  certainly  possess 
attractions,  and  furnish  "funny  times."  Those 
who  stayed  away  from  the  mountnins  found 
much  pleasure  and  amusement  in  the  life  of 
the  hospitable  city. 

Part  of  an  hour  was  delightfully  spent  en- 
joying a  veritable  bird's-eye  view  from  the  top 
of  the  Equitable  Building — it  would  be  more 
fitting  to  say  palace^    so    magnificent  is  the 


structure — to  which  the  librarians  held  the  key, 
for  the  Hon.  Henry  Wolcott  had  kindly  pre- 
sented A.  L.  A.  members  with  passes  to  its 
roof. 

There  were  the  parks  to  visit,  where  irriga- 
tion and  the  skill  of  the  landscape  gardener 
have  converted  the  desert  of  a  few  years  ago 
into  a  bower  of  loveliness.  Here  one  little 
woman,  not  from  the  West,  spied  a  plot  where 
the  plants  were  arranged  to  read,  "Welcome 
N.  E.  A.,"  which  she  readily  translated  "Wel- 
come, New  England — what  does  the  A  stand 
for?" 

The  curio  shops  with  their  wealth  of  moan- 
tain  treasures,  lured  many  on  to  spend  time 
and  money.  Very  beautiful  were  the  piles  of 
gems  that  had  in  some  way  caught  the  varied 
tints  of  the  land ;  especially  &scinating  were 
the  agates,  onyx  and  all  the  minerals  that  gave 
the  spirit  of  the  mountains ;  the  quaint  pot- 
tery and  dainty  needlework  that  bespoke  an- 
other race,  and  trinkets  worked  firom  silver 
and  gold,  mined  hard  by,  were  not  passed 
without  due  admiration.  Selections  were  made 
from  these  until  trunk  space  &iled  and  lunch- 
eon time  had  come  and  almost  gone. 

To  the  smelters  in  the  afternoon  a  special 
train  bore  a  goodly  company,  and  very  inter- 
esting it  was  to  follow  a  carload  of  seemingly 
plain,  every-day  earth  and  rock  through  the 
many  processes  of  pounding  and  grinding  to 
powder ;  of  sampling,  testing,  sifting,  resifting 
and  smelting  until  a  stream  of  molten  slag, 
that  suggested  the  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone, 
flowed  at  our  feet,  while  another  hastened  away 
for  chemical  precipitation,  which  final  process 
revealed  at  last  the  pure  silver,  ready  for  the 
mould.  As  we  looked  upon  the  unattractive 
ore,  borne  into  the  hot,  noisy  smelters,  which 
seemed  like  a  city  of  chimneys  and  smoke,  we 
wondered  if  any  good  thing  could  come  out  of 
these,  and  behold — the  shining  silver  blocks, 
worthy  a  place  in  the  pavement  of  the  City 
Beautiful. 

Friday,  our  last  day  in  Denver,  was  one  long 
to  be  remembered,  for  in  the  afternoon  came 
the  electric  car  ride,  to  which  we  were  bidden 
by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  It  was  a  per- 
fect day,  and  we  rode  for  miles  thioogh  city 
streets,  and  out  onto  the  plains,  gaining  a  mag- 
nificent view  of  the  mountains,  grim,  austere, 
majestic,  yet  softened  by  a  distance  that  we 
could  not  realize.    With  this  environment  of 
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monntains  and  beautiful  plain,  where  there  is 

"  Rooml  room  to  turn  round  in,  to  breathe  and  be 
free." 

with  homes  and  offices  and  palaces  of  stone, 
with  parks  and  long  vistas  of  pleasant  streets, 
terminating  apparently  in  the  mountains;  with 
all  these  and  much  more,  Denver  is  one  of  the 
beautifnl  cities  of  the  world,  and  has  some  as- 
pects of  situation  in  which  no  city  can  surpass 
it,  making  it  almost  worthy  to  be  called,  as 
Jemsalem  was  of  old,  "the  joy  of  the  whole 
earth." 

The  evening  brought  us  to  our  annual  din- 
ner, a  feast  fit  for  a  king,  with  bullion  (in  cups) 
and  silver  punch.  As  ever,  there  were  ready 
speeches  that  delighted  all ;  especially  do  we 
recall  the  many  local  hits  of  the  Hon.  Piatt 
Rogers,  who  honored  our  board  that  evening. 
An  hour  of  song  followed  in  the  parlors,  and 
then  we  departed  to  pack  our  trunks,  ready  for 
an  early  start  in  the  morning. 

Four  days  in  Denver  sufficed  only  to  give 
US  a  great  longing  to  spend  many  days  tlierc ; 
but  other  scenes  beckoned,  and  time  pressed, 
so  we  bade  ferewell  to  our  hosts,  trying,  but  in 
vain,  to  find  words  in  which  to  express  our 
appreciation  of  their  royal  hospitality. 

in.     POST-CONFKRKNCE. 

It  began  Saturday  morning,  August  17th, 
nominally  at  8.30  o'clock,  but  really  an  hour 
later  (due  to  the  "wonderful  air"  and  the 
brakes)  when  the  train,  longer  by  an  extra  car 
to  accommodate  our  party  of  thirty,  pulled 
out  on  the  Denver,  Leadville  and  Gunnison 
Railroad  (South  Park  Line).  We  had  not  an 
observation  car,  but  the  first  sight  of  the  South 
Platte,  dancing  and  leaping  over  its  rocky  bed, 
proved  that  platforms  served  as  well,  and  not 
only  back-platforms,  of  which  there  are  never 
enough  to  go  aroimd,  but  also  midway  ones. 

One  of  the  party,  whose  courage  in  wearing 
those  becoming  goggles  was  the  envy  of  us  all, 
was  here,  there,  and  everywhere ;  now  on  the 
back  platform,  now  all  between,  and  now  dis- 
appearing for  a  time,  when  rumor  hath  it  that 
even  the  engine  became  his  vantage  ground. 
He  was  guide  and  enthusiast  in  one,  and  when 
on  the  great  heights,  spirits  lagged  or  sight 
grew  dim,  fresh  courage  and  inspiration  were 
gained  from  his  enjoyment  of  it  all. 

After  numerous  stops  at  the  small  summer 


resorts,  we  passed  behind  the  foothills,  into 
the  caflon  of  the  Platte,  where  every  stage  of 
our  progress  brought  a  new  scene.  There  were 
narrow  defiles,  where  rushing  river  and  speed- 
ing train  contended  for  the  right  of  way ;  there 
were  broader  views,  where  distant  mountains 
were  revealed,  and  mountain  temples  fiishioned 
with  domes  and  spires,  and  castles  in  Spain  for 
all  of  us. 

Leaving  the  cafion,  we  rose  steadily  to  the 
great  plateau,  the  little  narrow-gauge  engine 
bravely  overcoming  one  mountain  after  an- 
other, and  expecting  us  to  as  bravely  overcome 
the  constant  shower  of  cinders.  Along  this 
tortuous  way,  cut  at  a  heavy  grade,  we  mounted 
Kenosha  Hill,  into  a  smart  hail  and  rain  storm, 
giving  the  touch  of  gray  and  effect  of  mountain 
storm  that  we  had  wishetl  for.  From  the  top 
of  Kenosha  we  descended  rapidly,  every  curve 
calling  forth  expressions  of  wonder  and  de- 
light, until  in  a  burst  of  sunshine,  the  clouds 
all  gone,  Soutli  Park  came  suddenly  into  view, 
and  our  tribute  was  silence — "like  the  hush 
before  the  prayer." 

Dinner  at  Como,  in  the  Park,  was  most  wel- 
come, for  in  very  truth  we  were  hungry ;  the 
dinner  was  good,  witli  blue  mosquito  netting 
for  coloring,  and  pickles  for  relishes.  As  we 
left  the  Park,  the  placer  mining  along  the 
gulch  diverted  us  for  a  time,  and  then  the  gal- 
lant little  engine  dragged  us  around  and  over  a 
mountain,  and  around  and  over  another  and 
another,  until  we  knew  not  which  way  to  look, 
so  extensive  was  the  view  as  we  approached 
the  very  crest  of  the  continent ;  and  while  the 
train  paused  on  tlic  crest,  from  the  region  of 
the  clouds  we  gained  a  view  of  tlie  valley,  pro- 
tected by  mountains  piled  on  mountains, 

"  Bathed  in  the  tendcrest  purple  of  distance, 
Tinted  and  shadowed  by  pencils  of  air." 

Quick  time  was  made  on  the  down  grade 
from  Breckenridge  to  Dickey,  where  we  had 
twenty  minutes  while  the  train  went  to  Dillon 
and  back.  It  was  a  relief  afler  the  panorama 
of  mountains  with  all  their  majesty  of  outline 
and  beauty  of  coloring,  to  come  so  near  to  the 
flowers  that  we  could  pluck  and  carry  them 
away,  resplendent  with  the  vivid  Colorado 
colors. 

Who  shall  attempt  to  tell  of  tlie  ride  to  Lead- 
ville around  the  mountain  sides,  as  the  west 
grew  crimson  with  retiring  day  ?  Who  shall 
attempt  to  tell  of  that  valley  of  green  with  it9 
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thread  of  silver,  the  peacefhl  source  of  the 
mighty  Arkansas? 

Into  Leadville  we  ran  at  dusk,  with  an  hoar 
for  rest  and  dinner  at  the  Vendome,  and  time 
for  transfer  to  the  Denver  and  Rio  Grande, 
where  a  special  car  was  in  waiting.  The  song- 
book  was  produced  as  we  pulled  out  of  Lead- 
ville ;  the  singers  gathered  in  the  middle  of  the 
car,  and  made  melody  unto  themselves,  and 
further  beguiled  the  way  with  stories  and  rid- 
dles and  naps.  Glenwood  Springs  was  reached 
at  11:30  o'clock,  and  by  Sunday  all  was  quiet 
and  serene. 

That  Sunday  amid  the  mountains  towering 
high  above  us,  and  arotmd  us,  rare  red  in  the 
sunlight,  darkening  into  shades  of  russet  as 
the  day  waned !  The  Hotel  Colorado,  a  verita- 
ble palace  in  the  wilderness,  with  fine  meals 
and  good  service,  even  to  the  dignified  head 
waiter  whom  we  remembered  as  the  autocrat 
of  the  Mirror  Lake  Hotel  at  Lake  Placid !  The 
fountain  in  the  court  yard ;  the  arbor  of  wild  cu- 
cumber, studded  with  morning  glories  that  were 
glories  indeed,  large,  velvety,  and  colored  as 
only  Colorado  sunshine  can  color ;  the  tank  of 
lotus  blossoms,  the  bath  houses,  and  the  fiaimous 
pool  lying  between  the  hotel  and  the  river — all 
this  to  compass  in  one  day — ^but  we  did  our 

best. 

Some,  after  a  drink  of  brine,  reported  for  an 
early  breakfast,  then  wandered  over  the  rocks 
and  clifis,  presumably  in  search  of  wild-cats. 
Others  preferred  a  late  breakflEist,  a  walk  about 
the  town,  and  a  rest  on  the  shaded  porch,  *'just 
drinking  in  the  scene."  And  yet  others,  some- 
what more  daring,  ventured  a  ride  over  the  old 
stage  road,  up  the  cafion  of  the  Grand.  As  we 
rode  along  the  narrow  way,  with  sheer  moun- 
tain wall  on  one  side,  and  precipitous  river 
bank  on  the  other,  one  of  the  party  suggested 
what  a  capital  illustration  it  would  make  for 
a  Sunday  school  book  should  an  accident 
happen. 

What  a  text  for  a  sermon  the  everlasting  hills 
afforded !  We  could  read  them  more  carefully 
than  from  a  car  window,  and  could  know  more 
certainly  the  history  of  that  cafion,  the  titanic 
struggle  between  the  river  and  the  mountain. 
In  &ncy,  we  peopled  that  lonely  gorge  with  a 
mighty  race,  traced  their  castles  with  draw- 
bridges, and  forts  guarded  by  stately  sentinels 
of  pine.     On  the  return,  the  view  up  the  open- 


ing of  the  cafion  called  forth  again  the  tribute 
of  silence. 

In  the  afternoon  many  of  us  fell  prey  to  the 
fiunous  pool,  and  yet  others  in  the  evening. 
At  night,  the  fountain  proved  to  be  an  electric 
one.  A  brilliant  stream  rose  to  a  height  &r 
above  the  tiled  roof  of  the  hotel,  while  a  search 
light  in  one  of  the  towers  added  to  the  effect, 
and  music  from  a  distance  made  it  seem  like 
&iry-land. 

Monday  morning  found  us  exploring  the 
to^-n,  making  the  most  of  the  time  a  late  train 
afforded,  for  we  were  loath  to  leave  Glenwood 
and  the  pool.  On  boarding  the  train,  vre  found 
two  of  the  librarians  who  had  journeyed  to 
Utah ;  and  when  vre  heard  their  enthusiastic 
accounts  of  the  country,  we  knew  why  the 
train  was  late ! 

The  journey  of  that  day  is  another  one  to  be 
remembered.  Some  of  the  librarians  had  ex- 
pressed fears  about  the  scenery,  that  it  would 
not  hold  out,  but  their  fears  were  groundless  ; 
for,  as  the  train  whirled  up  the  cafion  of  the 
Grand,  around  curves  and  rocky  bluffs,  through 
tunnels  black  and  smoky,  that  made  the  view 
all  the  more  magnificent  by  reason  of  contrast, 
the  fear  was  not  would  the  scenery  hold  out  — 
but  would  we  ? 

At  noon  we  climbed  Tennessee  Pass  to  Lead- 
ville, where  we  had  a  twenty  minute  lunch ; 
then  we  left  the  high  altitudes  for  the  cafion  of 
the  Arkansas,  with  its  memories  of  the  Overland 
Trail.  Down  we  rushed,  sometimes  through 
peaceful  valleys  and  past  thriving  little  towns, 
and  then  for  miles  under  frowning  battlemented 
clifis,  mottled  with  dwarf  pines.  Often  a  dull 
green  rock  framed  itself  against  a  red  cliff,  like 
a  cameo  cut  by  a  Titan  hand.  Oh !  what  has 
color  meant  to  us  since  those  days !  Barth  and 
sand  and  rock — pink,  rose-red,  deep-red,  some- 
times mingled  with  grays,  — a  line  of  brilliant 
green  along  the  river  banks  and  over  all  the 
wonderful  blue  of  the  Colorado  sky.  Surely 
this  state  does  not  belie  its  name — Colorado, 
the  red  land. 

At  Salida,  a  delegate  sent  from  the  Colorado 
Springs  party  waited  to  greet  us,  and  urge  ua 
to  hasten,  for  they  were  lonely  without  the 
other  half.  Prom  Salida,  the  cafion  grew  nar^ 
rower  and  narrower,  and  we  were  glad  of  the 
surging,  rushing  river  that  followed  as;  for 
there  was  a  spirit  of  loneliness  in  this  lower 
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goi^ge,  that  the  little  mining  cabins,  scattered 
here  and  there,  only  served  to  increase.  If 
Culyle  had  been  plunged  in  these  regions  at 
at  the  time  of  the  Everlasting  Yea,  he  would 
indeed  have  found  Nature  to  be  the  "Living 
Garment  of  God"  —  but  there  would  have  been 
no  village  fixes,  no  smoke  from  the  valley  to 
tell  him  of  the  "Brotherhood  of  man.*' 

No  tongue  or  pen  can  describe  the  Royal  Gorge, 
the  grand  finale  of  the  day,  with  its  fiinious 
hanging  bridge,  representing  the  triumph  of 
mind  over  matter ;  and  while  we  were  yet  lost 
in  admiration  and  awe,  storing  our  nieinory 
with  the  majestic  vision,  we  ran  out  into  the 
green  and  fertile  plain,  where  the  fruits  of  the 
land  appeared. 

Om:  last  meal  on  the  twenty  minute  schedule, 
at  PneUo,  was  the  worst  on  the  trip ;  and  only 
"Colorado  Curry**  as  servwl  by  "Trilby"  pullctl 
OS  through.  Then ,  for  two  hours,  wc  j oumey cd 
into  the  evening,  to  Colorado  Spriugs,  where 
we  were  gleefully  hailed  by  the  party  that 
stayed  by  the  gooils,  while  we  explored  the 
mountains  ;  and  by  a  good  librarian,  a  nicnil)er 
of  the  ever  attentive  Colorado  Library  Asso- 
ciation, who  made  quick  work  in  i)arcelling  us 
ont  to  hospitable  boarding  houses.  So  ended 
that  day*8  journey  from  the  mountains  to  the 
plain. 

The  next  morning,  early,  the  rest  of  the 
Utah  party  reported,  and  confirmed  the  ad- 
ventnres  of  those  who  first  escaped  from  the 
beguiling  r^ons,  with  a  tale  somewhat  as 
follows :  * 

GHtnpses  of  Salt  Lake  City, 

When  we  announced  our  dctcnnination  to 
pay  a  visit  to  the  city  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints, 
mnch  and  varied  was  the  advice  given  us  by 
kind  friends.  One  said  that  the  weather  was 
too  hot;  anotlier  that  the  journey  was  too 
tixesome ;  and  a  third  that  there  was  absolutely 
nothing  to  see  between  the  state  line  of  Colo- 
ndo  and  Salt  Lake  City.  But  in  spite  of  all 
these  discouraging  utterances  we  remained 
firm  in  our  resolve  to  make  the  trip,  and  here 
is  an  endeavor  to  show  how  we  were  conipcn- 


Leaving  Denver  on  Friday,  August  i6tli,  by 
way  of  the  Denver  and  Rio  Grande  Railroad, 
wc  set  ont  on  our  journey  of  716  miles.  Any 
words  descriptive  of  the  beauties  of  the  Royal 
Gorae  and  Tennessee  Pass  would  be  entirely 
ina£qnate,  particularly  as  our  supply  of  ad- 
jectives had  been  exhausted  long  before.  Suffice 
It  to  say  that  we  were  deeply  delighted  and  im- 
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pressed  by  all  that  we  saw  and  would  warmly 
recommend  other  tourists  to  make  the  same 
trip,  although  the  last  stage  over  the  arid  alkali 
plains  was  exceedingly  hot  and  dusty. 

At  noon,  on  Saturday,  we  arrived  at  Salt  Lake 
City,  and  after  registering  at  the  Templeton, 
promptly  took  the  train  for  Saltair  Beach,  a 
new  and  popular  resort  on  Great  Salt  Lake. 
The  Pavilion,  erected  by  Mormon  capital,  is 
Moorish  in  style  and  quite  imposing.  Votaries 
of  Terpsichore  may  here  trip  tne  light  fantastic 
to  their  heart's  content  on  the  largest  dancing 
floor  in  the  world.  We  never  saw  so  many 
liathing  houses  in  one  place  as  are  here  at  the 
margin  of  the  lake.  It  is  altogether  the  propjer 
thing  to  come  at  sunset  and  take  "a  dip  in  tlie 
briny'* — salt  is  no  name  for  it.  After  feasting 
our  eyes  upon  Uie  vari-colore<l  waters  of  the 
translucent  lake,  its  mountainous  wood-clad 
islands,  and  one  of  the  most  glorious  sunsets 
imaginable,  we  went  back  to  our  hotel  very 
tired,  but  ready  for  whatever  the  next  day 
might  bring. 

Wliile  at  breakfast  on  Sunday  morning  we 
were  joined  by  two  members  of  the  A.  L.  A., 
who,  like  ourselves,  had  l)een  energetic  enough 
to  make  the  trip.  It  was  a  little  amusing  to 
learn  that  they  liad  kindly  hunted  for  us  before 
breakfast  at  various  hotels,  not  having  noticed 
our  names  directly  above  their  own  on  the 
register  of  the  Templeton.  As  this  hotel  faces 
Temple  Square,  we  were  in  the  midst  of  the 
Mormon  institutions.  Brigham  Young  builded 
better  than  he  knew  when  he  laid  out  the  city 
on  so  magnificent  a  scale.  Think  of  grand 
avenues  132  feet  wide  and  straight  as  an  arrow, 
with  the  squares  between  the  intersecting 
streets  each  ten  acres  in  extent !  The  houses 
are  all  detachetl,  surrounded  by  pleasant  gar- 
dens, and  streams  of  mountain  vmter  now 
along  the  streets,  keeping  the  vegetation  fresh 
and  green.  We  were  told  that  in  former  years 
if  one  were  thirsty  it  was  necessary  only  to 
stoop  and  drink ;  but  since  the  advent  of  the 
Gentile  the  water  has  lost  its  pristine  purity 
and  is  now  only  fit  for  irrigating  purposes. 

On  Temple  Square  stands  the  great  white 
granite  Temple  to  which  no  Gentile  can  be 
admitted,  and  Ijehiud  it  are  the  huge  Taberna- 
cle and  spacious  Assembly  Hall.  Not  faraway 
are  the  famous  Beehive  where  Brigham  Young 
lived  and  died ;  the  Lion  Houses  and  the 
Amelia  Palace,  the  tithing-house  where  every 
good  Mormon  still  brings  a  tenth  of  his  in- 
come, which  is  devoted  to  the  church;  and 
the  church  office,  where  all  affairs  of  State  are 
settled. 

As  we  were  passing  this  house,  a  kindly 
faced  old  man  invited  a  party  of  tourists,  who 
bore  the  indelible  stamp  of  Cook,  to  come  in  ; 
and  we,  nothing  loatli,  followed  after.  Although 
somewhat  disgusted  at  the  ill-bred  questions 
asked  by  these  people,  we  were,  as  one  of  our 
party  put  it,  "accessories  after  the  fact,"  and 
very  willingly  stayed  and  listened  to  the  an- 
swers, until  it  was  time  for  services  at  the  Tab- 
ernacle. 
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At  three  o'clock  the  gates  of  the  massive 
wall  surrounding  the  square  were  unlocked, 
and  saints  and  sinners  alike  were  admitted  to 
the  sacred  precincts.  It  took  the  Mormons 
forty  years  to  buUd  the  Temple,  which  cost 
them  nearly  $6,000,000.  But  in  spite  of  their 
fond  belief  that  in  beauty  it  favorably  compares 
with  St.  Patrick's  Cathedral,  New  York,  we 
were  disappointed  in  the  exterior  view.  We 
were  told,  however,  that  if  we  could  only  see 
the  beauty  of  its  interior — its  rooms  lined  with 
onyx  and  studded  with  precious  stones — we 
would  be  satisfied.  Alas!  our  conversion  to 
the  Mormon  faith  was  the  only  key  which 
would  unlock  the  magic  gate,  and  that  was  too 
great  a  price  to  pay. 

The  Tabernacle  is  a  most  extraordinary 
building,  resembling  a  gigantic  turtle,  and  its 
acoustic  properties  are  wonderful.  We  had  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  Brigham  Young,  Jr.,  make 
an  address,  such  as  one  might  hear  in  any 
Christian  church,  as  no  doctrinal  points  were 
discussed.  A  missionary,  just  returned  from 
England,  did  not  give  a  very  glowing  account 
of  converts  flocking  to  the  Mormon  standard. 
He  asserted,  however,  that  * 'persecution  under 
&vorable  circumstances*'  was  good  for  the 
church.  But  his  report  was  so  distinctly  dis- 
couraging that  if  we  had  been  among  the 
twelve  apostles,  or  even  one  of  the  four  and 
twenty  dders,  seated  about  him  on  the  plat- 
form, we  should  have  been  attempted  to  pull 
him  by  the  coat  tail  and  ask  him  to  refrain 
from  mrther  exposing  the  weakness  of  the 
cause  to  the  sinners  or  Gentiles  there  assem- 
bled. 

The  music,  rendered  by  a  choir  of  300  well- 
trained  voices,  was  very  fine,  but  the  organist 
was  not  equal  to  the  organ,  which  id  said  to  be 
one  of  the  best  in  this  country.  In  front  of  us 
sat  a  man  with  his  seven  wives,  one  uglier  than 
the  other,  so  we  had  a  good  opportunity  to 
see  Mormon  domestic  life  at  close  range.  A 
prominent  Gentile  told  us  that,  barring  the 
two  great  evils,  polygamy  and  exalting  the 
church  before  the  state,  the  other  Christian 
denominations  might  well  follow  the  Mormon 
example  of  putting  their  religious  principles 
into  practice  in  all  their  business  relations. 

Although  greatly  pleased  with  our  trip,  we 
were  all  glad  to  turn  our  faces  toward  beautiful 
Colorado.  Taking  the  narrow  gauge,  Denver 
and  Rio  Grande,  through  the  sublime  Black 
Cafion  of  the  Gunnison,  over  the  wonderfully 
beautiful  Marshall  Pass,  we  reached  Colorado 
Springs  at  four  o'clock  Tuesday  morning,  ready 
to  aid  in  carrying  out  any  plans  that  the  Colo- 
rado division  had  arrang^. 

Tuesday  morning  at  8.00  o'clock  came  the 
trolley  ride  to  Manitou,  for  the  ascent  of  Pike's 
Peak.  Our  reunited  company  numbered  57. 
We  might  record  the  delights  of  that  early 
morning  ride,  with  the  dew  still  on  the  sage, 
giving  us  its  pungent  odor;  with  the  sights 


along  the  pleasant  streets,  with  the  mountains 
radiant  in  the  sunlight,  and  the  Peak  ever  be- 
fore us ; 

"  Fronting  heaven's  splendor, 
Strong  and  full  and  clear." 

We  might  enter  into  a  detailed  account  of 
the  mechanism  of  the  cog-road — but  of  the 
ascent  of  the  Peak,  of  the  sunlit  glimpses  of 
rocks  and  stream,  of  flowers  and  trees,  of  the 
vistas  of  the  world  below,  of  the  ever  ap- 
proaching nearness  to  the  infinite  blue  of 
heaven  we  may  not  speak — and  on  the  summit 

••We  stand 
In  breathless  awe  beneath  its  dome  of  sky. 
Whose  multiplied  horizons  seem  to  lie 
Beyond  the  bounds  of  earthly  sea  and  land." 

The  round  trip  was  made  in  ease  and  comfort, 
without  accident,  and  those  that  experienced 
difficulty  because  of  the  altitude,  were  few. 

After  a  good  luncheon  at  the  Iron  Springs 
Hotel,  Manitou,  a  long  procession  of  carriages 
appeared  and  bore  some  away  for  an  after- 
noon's drive,  while  others  elected  to  walk. 
The  drive  included  Williams'  Cafion,  where  all 
were  a  little  fearful  when  the  turn  was  made ; 
the  famous  Garden  of  the  Gods,  which  the 
camera  artist  of  the  party  has  reproduced  for 
us,  its  portals,  its  strange  forms  and  weird 
shapes — all  but  its  magnificent  color;  Glen 
Eyrie,  a  wild  and  romantic  retreat,  with  its 
wealth  of  shrubbery  and  vines,  and  confusion 
of  pillars  of  exquisitely  tinted  pink  sandstone, 
the  only  thing  needful  to  nud^e  it  the  seat  .of 
the  Garden  of  Eden,  being  the  four  rivers. 
Finally,  the  splendid  drive  along  the  Mesa  at 
sunset,  afforded  a  panorama  of  the  whole. 

Some  were  not  too  tired  to  spend  this  and 
other  evenings  at  the  Broadmoor  Casino,  where 
music  and  gayety  reigned,  or  at  the  El  Paso 
Club,  where  the  brothers  only  were  bidden, 
and  not  the  sisters. 

Wednesday  afternoon  we  divided  forces  and 
formed  various  small  companies  for  Cheyenne 
Mountain  and  its  cafions,  Monument  Park, 
Manitou  and  the  Springs.  The  party  for  South 
Cheyenne  Cafion  was  distinctively  a  burro 
party.  To  be  sure  there  was  scenery  all  along 
from  the  entrance  to  the  foot  of  the  &lls,  but 
there  were  also  burros  to  be  managed,  and  the 
riders  were  inexperienced.  The  funny  little 
beasts  kept  better  pace  than  usual,  for  one 
member  walked,  being  informed  that  he  didn't 
need  a  donkey,  and  improved  his  time  and 
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nmbrella  in  urging  them  on.  In  sooUi,  it  was 
a  picturesque  tiand,  as  gay  a  coiii})any  as  the 
Canterbury  pilgrims,  and  as  good;  fur  duti- 
fully they  made  their  pilgrimage  of  the  275 
tteps,  bestowed  due  admiration  on  the  seven 
fiUls,  lingered  for  a  time  in  the  cafion,  all  the 
while  doing  penance  because  no  words  were 
left  them  in  which  to  express  their  thoughts 
and  feelings — and   returned  to  the  haunts  of 


All  but  four,  who  had  yet  another  shrine  to 
▼isit — the  point  beloved  by  Helen  Hunt,  and 
where  for  a  time  she  rested.  The  glorious 
Tision  from  Inspiration  point,  with  its  four- 
way  view,  was  ample  reward  for  the  toil  of  the 
way ;  the  sun  had  set  on  tlie  highest  mountain 
peaks,  and  shadows  lay^dcep  in  the  gorge,  but 
fiu"  out  on  the  plains  the  brightness  and  warmth 
of  day  still  lasted. 

Thursday  morning  brought  more  drives  and 
more  cafion  parties,  and  in  the  afternoon  the 
Thud  Annual  Flower  Festival,  with  its  music 
and  soldiery,  stage  coaches  and  cow-boys,  and 
floats — ^floats — floats,  was  a  pleasing  change,  a 
touch  of  art  and  life. 

Now  came  the  beginning  of  the  end,  the 
time  for  home-goings ;  for  some  did  not  re- 
main to  view  the  parade,  some  left  on  a  *'  spc- 
dal,"  while  the  music  still  sounded,  and  some 
departed  in  the  evening.  The  train  from  Den- 
ver that  night  bore  eastward  a  company  of 
thirteen,  leaving  all  good-luck  for  the  excur- 
sion party  to  CMpple  Creek. 

Cripple  Creek   Trip* 

After  having  witnesses]  the  beautiful  flower 
carnival  at  Colorado  Springs,  and  bidden  goo<l- 
bye  to  many  of  our  go<xi  A.  L.  A.  friends, 
ttt06e  of  us  who  were  left  lx:hind  started  on  the 
Florence  and  Cripple  Creek  Railroad  at  8:30 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  August  23d,  to 
view  the  most  famous  gold  mining  district  in 
the  United  States  at  the  present  time.  We 
were  not  so  few  in  number  after  all,  for  we 
found  there  were  enough  to  justify  the  com- 
pany in  letting  us  have  a  coach  to  ourselves. 

We  soon  left  Colorado  Springs  and  Manitou 
jxhind  us  and  thought  wc  were  leaving  Pikc*s 
Peak  also  ;  but  the  hoary  old  head  pcrsistc<l  in 
keeping  us  in  view,  or  rather  letting  us  keep 
him  in  view  in  a  coy  sort  of  way,  appearing 
and  then  disappearing  until  wc  were  many 
miles  up  the  Ute  Pass  and  beyond. 

Wc  were  fortunate  in  having  for  guide,  escort, 
and  counsellor,   Mr.  II.  h.  J.  Warren  of  the 

•  Minnie  M.  Oakley. 


Denver  City  Library,  who  seemed  to  know 
every  place  for  miles  around.  With  unfailing 
courtesy  au<l  patience  he  answered  questions 
and  cxi)Iaine<I  local  peculiarities,  and  pointed 
out  places  of  interest  until  we  all  wondered 
how  "one  small  hea<l  could  carry  all  he  knew ;" 
but  we  remembered  that  he  was  a  librarian  — 
then  we  understood.  Mr.  Warren  kindly  told 
us  the  names  of  the  different  mountain  ranges 
of  which  we  were  to  catch  glimpses  before  the 
day  was  over,  and  we  were  learning  Colorado 
geography  very  pleasantly  we  thought,  when 
he  suddenly  asked  us  to  spell  the  name  of  one 
range  of  mountains  which  was  pronounced 
Si- watch.  We  all  had  to  give  it  up  when  we 
found  it  was  spelled  S-a-g-u-a-c-h-e.  Sangre  de 
Christo,  the  name  of  another  range,  was  easy 
after  that. 

Wepasscil  a  numl>er  of  small  mountain  towns, 
one  of  which  was  Gassy,  the  highest  incor- 
porated city  in  the  United  States.  They  all 
iooke<l  so  new,  so  un painted,  so  suggestive  of 
pioneer  days  and  the  **49ers."  It  seemed  as  if 
we  were  not  really  there  in  the  flesh,  but  had 
in  some  magical  way  been  dropped  into  the 
middle  of  one  of  Mary  Hallock  Foote*s  or  Bret 
Harte*s  stories;  whether  the  scene  was  Cali- 
fornian  or  Coloradian,  we  cared  not.  Poverty 
Flat  niight  have  been  just  around  a  curve,  and 
M'liss  might  have  appeared  any  where,  without 
surprising  us. 

At  one  place  we  saw  passengers  crowding 
into  stage  coaches  to  go  off  in  another  direc- 
tion to  Cripple  Creek,  and  it  was  much  more 
like  the  old  stories  and  pictures  than  Buffalo 
Bill's  stage  coach  performance  at  the  World's 
Fair.  We  were  all  pleased  to  catch  that  pic- 
ture of  the  real  mountain  stage  coach  and  were 
glad  to  feel  that  the  passengera  in  these  days 
need  not  fear  the  Indian  war  cry. 

Arriving  at  Victor,  our  car  was  side-tracked, 
and  we  prepared  to  follow  our  leader  and  see 
the  town  and  tlie  mines.  We  first  visited  the 
principal  hotel  where  we  found  many  of  the 
modem  luxuries.  In  the  large  office  was  a 
grate,  a  mammoth  affair  before  which,  in  various 
attitudes,  sat  a  group  of  men — speculators, 
miners,  and  prospectors !  One  man,  particu- 
larly, attracted  our  attention  as  he  sat  with  his 
eyes  fixed  on  the  blazing  fire.  The  passing  of 
so  many  people  did  not  seem  to  rouse  him  from 
his  reverie,  and  we  wondered  if  he  had  * 'struck 
it  rich"  and  was  planning  what  to  do  with  his 
wealth  ;  had  he  ^iled  to  strike  anything  and 
was  "down  on  his  luck ; "  or,  worse  still,  had 
he  lost  his  all  in  the  adjoining  room  toward 
which  at  that  moment  we  were  going,  in  the 
wake  of  our  worthy  president  ? 

Yes,  we  went  into  the  gambling  room,  where 
they  told  us  tlie  games  had  been  going  on  con- 
stantly every  hour  of  the  twenty-four  for  six 
months.  The  professionals  were  there  ready 
to  play  with  their  victims,  the  miners  who 
seemed  so  willing  to  be  caught.  After  a  few 
moments  of  close  attention,  it  was  explainecl  to 
us  that  the  man  we  were  watching  had  won 
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fifty  dollars,  and  we  departed  at  once  Ix^fore  he 
had  a  chance  to  lose  it. 

The  streets  of  the  town  were  full  of  men,  in 
feet  only  two  women  were  visible  in  a  walk  of 
three  blocks.  The  reporter  of  the  Victor  Mining 
^^r^r^/ explained  that  "there  hadn't  been  so 
many  women  in  town  before,  since  the  4th  of 
Jul^  ;'*  so  the  coming  of  the  librarians  was 
quite  an  event.  The  men  were  rather  better 
looking  than  we  had  expected.  They  were 
evidently,  many  of  them,  men  of  some  culture, 
who  looked  as  if  they  had  recently  left  good 
homes  behind  them.  There  were,  of  course, 
rough  looking  individuals,  the  type  one  ex- 
pects to  see  in  a  new  mining  town  ;  but  on  the 
whole  the  men  compared  fevorably  with  the 
crowds  on  the  Denver  streets. 

We  were  given  an  opportunity  to  go  through 
the  public  sampling  office,  where  we  saw  the 
pnxess  of  treating  the  rough  ore,  and  learned 
how  they  estimate  the  value  of  the  vein  by 
the  sample  of  ore  brought  from  it.  The 
different  processes  were  explained  to  us  very 
clearly,  and  we  were  ^ven  samples  of  the  little 
cupels,  or  cups,  in  which  the  gold  is  finally  sep- 
arated from  all  other  minerals,  and  in  the  heat 
of  the  fiimace  forms  itself  into  a  little  bead  or 
button  which  gladdens  the  eyes  of  the  owner. 

We  then  went  to  the  shaft-house  of  the  Inde 
pendeuce  Mine  and  saw  the  ponderous  machin- 
ery so  easily  managed  by  a  lever  that  it  only 
requires  one  man  to  run  it.  The  "one  man** 
looked  very  much  like  "monarch  of  all  hesur- 
veyetl"  seated  in  an  arm  chair  on  a  raisctl 
platform  ;  but  woe  be  to  him  if  the  signals  are 
not  properly  answered. 

There  were  too  many  of  us  to  descend  into 
the  mine,  and  most  of  us  were  glad  not  to  go 
when  we  saw  the  extremely  sudden  way  in 
which  the  cage  dropped  with  its  load  of  human 
freight.  The  men  work  in  shifts  of  eight  hours, 
and  fortunately,  while  we  were  there,  the  shift 


changed  and  we  saw  the  men  with  muddy 
splashes  on  their  pale  faces,  dressed  from  head 
to  foot  in  yellow  water-proof  suits,  come  into 
the  light  of  day  while  other  large  muscular  fel- 
lows waved  us  a  cheerful  adieu  and  dropped 
out  of  sight  415  feet  into  the  black  depths 
below. 

The  owner  of  the  mine  tries  hard,  it  is  said,  to 
keep  his  income  down  to  $120,000  a  month. 

As  we  stood  in  the  shaft  house  we  were  told 
that  we  were  standing  over  property  for  which 
tlie  owner  had  refused  $3,000,000. 

But,  after  all,  that  did  not  impress  us  as  did 
the  wonderful  view  of  mountains  from  the  side 
of  Battle  Hill,  on  which  we  were  standing.  We 
had  seen  mountain  scenery  before,  and  had  ex- 
hausted all  our  adjectives;  so  we  could  only 
stand  in  silent  enjoyment  and  gaze  at  the  six 
ranges  in  view,  one  higher  than  another,  until 
it  seemed  as  if  the  last  melted  into  the  clouds. 
Some  things  must  be  felt  as  well  as  seen. 
Words  cannot  describe  that  view.  It  was  fitting 
that  after  the  magnificent  scenery  we  had  en- 
joyed for  two  weeks  the  last  was  b^t  of  all. 

Some  lingered  on  Saturday  to  visit  Ute  Pass 
and  Rainbow  Falls,  but  as  no  report  has  come 
of  Uiis  jaunt  it  is  evident  that  words  feilcd  and 
the  days  of  the  Post-Conference,  1895,  were 
ended. 

After  a  most  delightful  trip,  in  most  delight- 
ful company,  where  learning  and  literature, 
logic  and  oratory,  mirth  and  jollity,  all  were 
guests;  where  most  cordial  hosts  entertained 
in  a  palace  that  only  nature  could  build,  vault, 
and  color ;  we  journeyed  to  our  homes  and  onr 
work,  singing  with  Pippa, 

"  God's  in  his  heaven, 
All's  right  with  the  world." 
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Green  &  Co.,  New  York  City. 

*  Dennis,  Carrie  C,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

*  Dexter,  Lydia  A.,  Cataloger   Newberry  L-, 

Chicago,  m. 
Dickinson,  Mrs.  C:  E.,  Denver,  Col. 

*  Douglas  Ada  B.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

*  Dudley,  C:  R.,  Ln.  City  L.,  Denver,  Col. 

*  Eastman,  W:  R.,  Inspector  P.  L.    Division 

Univ.  of  State  of  N.  Y.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

c  Ehrich,  Louis  R.,  Pres.  F.  R-R.  &  L.)  Colo- 
rado Springs,  Col. 

c  Eldridge,  Mrs.  C.  A.,  Treas.  F.  R-R.  &  L., 
Colorado  Springs,  Col. 

*  Elmendorf,  H.  L.,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  St.  Joseph, Mo. 
Fassig,  Oliver  L.,  Ln.  and  Bibliographer,  U. 

S.  Weather  Bureau,  Washington,  D.  C. 

t  Faxon,  F:  W.,  Manager  Library  Department, 
Boston  Book  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Fleming,  W.  K.,  Stenographer,  Denver,  Col. 

t  Francis,  Mary,  Hartford,  Conn. 

c  Frost,  Walter  C,  Colorado  Springs,  Col. 

t  Garland,  Caroline  H.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Dover,  N.  H. 

Gove,  Aaron,  Supt.  of  Schools,  Denver,  Col. 

c  Gregg,  Rev.  James  B.,  Colorado  Springs,  Col. 

Guernsey,  Zoe,  As.  P.  L.,  Denver,  Col. 

t  Harvey,  Cecel  C,  Ln.  Gail  Borden  P.  L.,  El- 
gin, ni. 

Hastings,  L.  A.,  Denver,  Col. 


t  Hazeltine,  Bfary  Emogene,  Ln.  James  Pren- 

dergast  F.  L.,  Jamestown,  N.  Y. 
t  Herzog,  Alfred  C,  Ln.  F.  P.L.,  Bayonne,N.J. 

*  Hewins,  Caroline  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Hartford, 

Conn. 

t  Heydrick, Josephines.,  Ln. PequotL.,  South- 
port,  Conn. 

c  Hill,  Francis  B.,  Sec'y  F.  R-R.  &  L.,  Colo- 
rado Springs,  Col. 

Hinrichsen,  Miss  S.  T.,  Ln.  Illinois  State  L., 
Springfield,  HI. 

Hodgman,  I.  M.,  Professor,  Univ.  of  Nebraska, 
Lincoln,  Neb. 

Hodgman,  Mrs.  I.  M.,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

*  Hull,  Fanny,  Ln.  Union  for  Christian  Work, 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

*  Imhoff,  Quo,  Univ.   of   Nebraska   training 

class,  Lincoln,  Neb. 
c  Ingersoll,  Winifr^,  Canton,  111. 

*  Jaquith,  A.  B.,  Woodstock,  Vt. 
*Jaquith,  Mrs.  Olivia  B.,   Ln.  Norman  Wil- 
liams P.  L.,  Woodstock,  Vt. 

*  Jones,  Ada  Alice,  Head  Cataloger  N.  Y.  State 

L.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
♦Jones,  Mary  L.,  As.  L.  Univ.  of  Nebraska, 

Lincoln,  Neb. 
Jones,  Olive  C,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Plattsmouth,  Neb. 

*  Krug,  Julia,  As.  F.  P.  L.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

c  Langley,  Miss  E.  E.,  As.  P.  L.,  Denver,  Col. 
Lee,  G:  M.,  As.  P.  L.,  Denver,  Col. 
Leib,  Mrs.  Laura,  Ln.  Young  Folks  L.,  La  Junta, 
Col. 

*  Lemcke,  Ernst,  Bookseller,  of  B.  Westermann 

&  Co.,  New  York  City. 

*  Lemcke,  Mrs.  Ernst,  New  York  City. 
Long,  Hyla  F.,  As.  P.  L.,  Denver,  Col. 

t  Lounsbury,  T:  R.,  Professor  Yale  Univ.,  New 

Haven,  Conn. 
McAlpine,  Lucinda,  Ln.  F.  L.,  Newton,  Kan. 

*  McCreary,   Nellie,   Cataloger  F.   P.  L.,   St 

Louis,  Mo. 

Mclntyre,  Isabelle,  As.  City  L.,  Denver,  Col. 

McMurray,  Hon.  T.  S.,  Mayor  of  the  city,  Den- 
ver, Col. 

McNeil,  Mrs.  J.  L.,  Denver,  Col. 

*  Manning,  Mrs.  Mary  D.,  Trustee  P.  L.,  Lin- 

coln, Neb. 
Megrue,  Mrs.  S.  F.,   Ln.   Ladies  L.  Assoc., 
Cafion  City,  Col. 

*  Meleney,  G:  B.,  Manager  Library  Bureau, 

Chicago,  111. 

*  Merrill,  W:  S.,  2d  As.  Ln.  Newberry  L.,  Chi- 

cago, 111. 


\ 


f 


r 
« 


!02 


DENVER    CONFERENCE. 


Milncr,  Angie  V.,  Ln.  Illinois  State  Normal 
Univ.  L.,  Normal,  111. 

*  Moore,   Evva  L.,  Ln.  Withers  P.  L.,  Bloom- 

ington,  111. 

*  Moore,  Mrs.  J.  C,  Evanston,  111. 

t  Nelson,  C.  Alex.,  Deputy  Ln.  Colombia  Col- 
lege, New  York  City. 

t  Oakley,  Minnie  M.,  As.  Ln.  Wisconsin  State 
Historical  Society,  Madison,  Wis. 

O'Brien,  Margaret  A.,  Chief  As.  P.  L.,  Omaha, 
Neb. 

*  Officer,  Helen  F.,  Denver,  Col. 
c  Parliu,  Clara  E.,  Canton,  111. 

c  Parlin,  Mrs.  William,  Canton,  111. 

t  Parsons,  John,  ist  As.   Ln.  P.  L.,  Denver, 

Col. 
Parsons,  Mrs.  John,  Denver,  Col. 
t  Patten,  Frank  C,  Ln.  P.  L., Helena,  Mont. 
Patterson,  Z.    Richie,  Supt.   Binding  Dep*t., 

P.  L.,  Chicago,  111. 
Pearce,  Julia  R.,  Ln.  Kansas  State  Agricultural 

College,  Manhattan,  Kan. 

*  Peavcy,  Mrs.  A.  J.,  State  Supt.  Pub.  Instruc- 

tion, and  Ln.  Colorado  State  L.|  Denver, 
Col. 

Peoples,  W:  T.,  Ln.  Mercantile  L.,  New  York 
City. 

Perry,  Mrs.  H.  T.,  Denver,  Col. 

c  Piatt,  W.  A. ,  Editor  Gazette,  Colorado  Springs, 
Col. 

Randolph,  Mrs.  G:  L.|  Denver,  Col. 

t  Rathbone,  Josephine  A.,  As.  Pratt  Insti- 
tute, Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

*  Resor,  Mrs.  J.  H.,  Ln.  Parlin  L.,  Canton,  111. 
t  Rice,  Mrs.  David  Hall,  Brookline,  Mass. 

*  Richardson,  Mary  A.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  New  Lon- 

don, Conn. 

Richie,  Herbert  E.,  As.  City  L..  Denver,  Col. 

t  Robbins,  Mary  E.,  Cataloger  Univ.  of  Ne- 
braska L.,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

Robins,  Harry  D.,  of  the  Press,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Rosewater,  Victor,  Director  P.  L.,  Omaha, 
Neb. 

*  Sanders,  Mrs.  Minerva  A.,  Ln.  F.  P.  L-,  Paw- 

tucket,  R.  I. 

Sayre,  W:  L.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

♦Scott,  Mrs.  Lucy  E.  R.,  As.  State  Sup*t., 
Dep*t  of  Public  Instruction,  Denver,  Col. 

Selby,  Emily  H.,  Springfield,  111. 

t  Sharp,  Katherine  L.,  Ln.  Armour  Inst.,  Chi- 
cago, 111. 

*  Sheldon,  Helen  G.,  Ln.  Tome  Inst.,  Port  De- 

posit, Md. 


Shmm,  Mabel,  La  Junta,  Col. 

t  Simmons,  Eva  L.,  As.  P.  L.,  Denver,  Col. 

Smith,  Clara  M.,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Burlington,  la. 

Smith,  Florence  S.,  As.  Cataloger  Univ.  of 
Nebraska  L.,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

Smith,  Irene,  As.  P.  L.,  Denver,  Col. 

Smith,  J:  J.,  Committee  P.  L.,  Denver,  Col. 

Southworth,  Celia  May,  Ln.  Colorado  State  Ag- 
ricultural College,  Fort  Collins,  Col. 

*  Southworth,  Myra  P.,L  n.  P.  L.,  Brockton, 

Mass. 

*  Speck,  Mrs.  Laura,  As.  F.  P.  L.,  St  Louis, 

Mo. 

*  Stechert,  G.  E.,  Bookseller,  New  York  City. 

*  Sutermeister,  Louise    M.,    Ln.   P.   L.,  Ean 

Claire,  Wis. 
Tandy,  Frank  D.,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Denver, 
Col. 

*  Utley,  H:  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

*  Utley,  Mrs.  H:  M.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

t  Van,  Lila  E.,  As.  P.  L.,  Denver,  Col. 

t  Van  Valkenbnrgh,  Agnes,  Cataloger  P.  L., 
Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Wade,  Emily  I.,  Cataloger  F.  P.  L.,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

*  Warren,  H.  L.  J.,  Reference  Ln.  City  L.,  Den- 

ver, Col. 

^Washburn,  Rev.  Philip,  Colorado  Springs, 
Col. 

t  West,  Theresa  H.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

Westervelt,  Walter  T.,  of  A.  B.  &  W.  T.  Wes- 
tervelt.  New  York  City. 

Westling,  Jonas,  Bookseller,  of  Kelly  &  West- 
ling,  Denver,  Col, 

Whitakcr,  Alfred  E..  Ln.  Colorado  State  Univ. 
L.,  Boulder,  Col. 

Wick,  Alice  B.,  Reference  Clerk  P.  L.»  Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 

Wilkin,  Arthur  M.,  Ln.  M.  E.  Sunday  School 
L.,  Fort  Collins,  Col. 

*  Wing,  J.  N.,  Bookseller,  with  Charles  Scrib- 

ner's  Sons,  New  York  City. 

*  Winser,  Beatrice,  As.  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Newark, 

N.J. 

Winsor,  Thomas,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Trinidad,  Col. 

t  Wu^,  Dr.  G:  E.,  Sup't  Medical  Dep't,  New- 
berry L.,  Chicago.,  111. 

*  Wixson,  Helen  M.,  As.  Ln.  Colorado  State 

L.,  Denver,  Col. 

*  Woodruff,  T:  T.,  Trustee  Young  Folks  L.,  La 

Junta,  Col. 
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ATTENDANCE    SUMMARIES. 
By  Assistant  Recorder  Nina  E.  Browne,  Librarian  of  Library  Bureau,  Boston. 


BY  FOSITION  and  SSX. 

Men.   Women. 

Irnstees  and  Other  officers...  5           3 

Chief  librarians 21         31 

Sub-librarians  and  assistants  11          28 

Bibliographers i 

BdncatoTB 3           i 

Libraxy  Bureau,  booksellers, 

etc 8 

Others 12 

61 
Deduct  those  counted  in  tvro 

Classes »«»».»».«..»».».»»...»...,.     i 


24 
87 


Total. 
8 

39 
I 

4 

8 
_36 

148 
I 


147 


60  87 

BY  GBOGRAPHICAI«  SECTIONS. 

8  of  the  9  No.  Atlantic  States  sent 35 

a     ••     9  So.  Atlantic  States      *'   2 

I      "     8  Gulf  States                  "   i 

7     "     8  Lake  States                 «•   30 

4     ••     8  Mountain  States         '*   67 

I     *•     8  Pacific  States              •«   3 


TotaL \^'j 


BY  STATES. 


N.R. 2 

Vt 2 

Mass 3 

R.1 2 

Conn 5 

N.  Y 14 

Penn 4 

D.C « I 

OhioJ..'........!......! 

Ind 


I 
I 

4 


ni 18 

Mich 2 


Wis 

Iowa  . 

Mo.... 

Kan.. 

Neb.. 

Mont. 

Col.... 

Cal.... 


Total. 


.    5 
2 

•  7 
2 

.  14 
I 

•  50 

3 

147 


LIBRARIES   REPRESENTED. 

N.  H.    State  L.,  Concord. 

P.  L.,  EKover. 
Vt         Norman  Williams  P.  L.,  Woodstock. 
Mass.     P.  L.,  Brockton. 
R.  I.       P.  L.,  Pawtucket. 
Conn.    P.  L.,  Hartford. 

P.  L.,  New  London. 

Pequot  L.»  Southport. 
N.  Y.     State  L.,  Albany. 

Pratt  Institute  L.,  Brooklyn. 

Union  for  Christian  Work,  Brooklyn. 

James  Prendergast  F.  L.,  Jamestown, 


N.J. 

Md. 
D.C. 
Ohio. 
Ind. 

111. 


Columbia  College  L.,  N.  Y.  City. 

Mercantile  L.,  N.  Y.  City. 

N.  Y.  Society  L.,  N.  Y.  City. 
Penn.    Carnegie  L.,  Pittebui^. 

P.  L.,  Scranton. 

F.  P.  L.,  Bayonne. 

F.  P.  L.,  Newark. 

Tome  Institute,  Port  Deposit 

U.  S.  Weather  Bureau,  Washington. 

P.  L.,  Cleveland. 

P.  L.,  Indianapolis. 

State  L.,  Indianapolis. 

Withers  P.  L.,  Bloomington. 

P.  L.,  Canton. 

Armour  Institute,  Chicago. 

Newberry  L.,  Chicago. 

P.  L.,  Chicago. 

Gail  Borden  P.  L.,  Elgin. 

State  Normal  University  L.,  Normal. 

State  L.,  Springfield. 

P.  L.,  Detroit 

P.  L.,  Eau  Claire. 

Wis.  State  Historical  Society,  Madison. 

P.  L.,  Milwaukee. 

F.  P.  L.,  Burlington. 

State  L.,  Des  Moines. 

P.  L.,  Kansas  City. 

F.  P.  L.,  St  Joseph. 

F.  P.  L.,  St  Louis. 

State  Agricultural  College,  L.,  Manhat- 
tan. 

F.  P.  L.,  Newton. 

F.  P.  L.,  Beatrice. 

P.  L.,  Lincoln. 

State  L.,  Lincoln. 

University  of  Nebraska,  Lincoln. 

P.  L.,  Omaha. 

P.  L.,  Plattsmouth. 
Mont    P.  L.,  Helena. 
Col.       State  University  L.,  Boulder. 

Ladies'  L.  Assoc*n,  Cafion  Cit^. 

F.  R-R.  and  L.,  Colorado  Spnngs. 

City  L.,  Denver. 

P.  L.,  Denver. 

State  L.,  Denver. 

Young  Folks  L.,  La  Junta. 

M.  E.  Sunday  School  L.,  Fort  Collins. 

State  Agricultural  College  L.,  Fort  Col- 
lins. 

McClelland  P.  L.,  Pueblo. 
F.  P.  L.,  Trinidad. 
Cal.       F.  P.  L.,  San  Francisco. 

Total  number  of  libraries,  62;    represented 

by  99  persons^librarians,  assistanta  or  trustees. 


Mich. 
Wis. 


Iowa. 
Mo. 


Kan. 


Neb. 


"^  ttOT  CIRCUU^Te 


